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Introduction

Anybody can dream their own dreams. However, itieeas of the United
States of America share one single dream. Anddifeiam is called the American
Dream.

The American Dream represents the whole conceptwias been
developing through the centuries of the Americatadny. The idea of the American
Dream began when the foot of the first settler bmacthe shores of the future United
States of America. Some of the arrivals sought the#ie others religious freedom.
The latter drew up the document called the Mayflo@empact to represent their
vision of living there and also their own idea loé tAmerican Dream.

More significant documents that described thesd#gdhe American Dream
in legal way were drawn up later. The Declaratibmdependence and its
predecessor the Virginia Declaration of Rightsrged the political ground to get
rise to the United States Constitution and itd fwsendment The Bill of Rights.
These documents had made from the idea of the Aarefdream the legal legacy
which has shaped the political path of the Uniteates of America onwards.

More and more people were interested in the adelae American Dream
with respect to their own personal success or gmeil welfare. Benjamin Franklin
was one of them. He emphasized the abilities adecdigon of a common man
which seemed necessary for promotion of generdbveeand becoming a
respectable man. And Horatio Alger supported Bemjdfmanklin's idea in his book
Ragged Dick: Or, Street Life in New York With tlio®lacks

Booker T. Washington and Martin Luther King wetkey politically
important figures that influenced the perceptiomnhaf American Dream. Booker T.
Washington and Martin Luther King fought for theas of equality, mutual
cooperation and equal opportunity. So the ided@tmerican Dream could become
the idea of anybody without regard of sex, denotibnaage, ethnicity, etc.

The beginning of 2Dcentury provided us with the picture of jazz adew
the importance of morals as a part of the AmerBeram is tested. Francis Scott
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Fitzgerald's noveThe Great Gatsbgescribes in detail the nature of the American
dream in jazz age.

The idea of the American Dream is nicely presemédglobert Penn Warren's
novelAll the King's MenThe plot of the novel describing the American @ren
political field is set at the beginning of'2@entury. The author tried to catch the
nature of the American Dream and brought it clégehe reader using the character
of Willie Stark. The idea of the American Dreandescribed with respect to Willie
Stark who determines the form of the American Drélaroughout the whole novel.
Different ideas of the American Dream are discussitlal respect to Willie Stark.
The idea of equal opportunity, the idea of genenfare, the importance of morals
and the idea of equality play major roles in theei@nd influence significant affairs
in the novel.

Moreover, the character of Willie Stark is basedhanreal political figure of
Huey P. Long who was a major political leader ndiyon Louisiana but also in the
whole United States of America. The ideas of theeAoan Dream can be more
deeply discussed when the comparison of Willieksaad Huey P. Long is made.

The final part of the thesis is devoted to the idkthe American Dream in
the presidential background. Different ideas ofAlneerican Dream are shown how
they work in practice and how they influenced ilved and the presidencies of the

presidents Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Bar@tlama.



1. The Concept of the American Dream in the Politial Background

The notion of the American Dream has been evolaimd) changing since the
first settlements were established on the territdrhe future United States of
America. While the term American dream was coinegtimater—in 1931 by the
American writer and historian James Truslow Adatme-dea of the American
Dream has shaped the mentality of American natiom fits early beginnings until

now.?!

1.1 The Early Beginnings of the American Dream

The first written mention of the notion of the Arican Dream can be traced to
the arrival of the Pilgrim Fathers to North Amerinal620, when they settled down
in Plymouth, Massachusetts. A document known adidngflower Compact was

signed on 2% November 1620 on their ship Mayflower.

[A]lnd combine ourselves together into a civil bgmblitic, for our better
ordering and preservation, and furtherance of tis @foresaid; and by virtue
hereof to enact, constitute, and frame such justegual laws, ordinances,
acts, constitutions, offices from time to time sasll be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the colony: wahich we promise all due
submission and obediente.

The Pilgrims decided to create a civil politicaldy and to obey laws for the
welfare of their own colony. This act implies thia¢y wanted happiness and
fortunes for every member of their colony. Fomthihe idea of American Dream
was the idea of “communitarian bli§sThe idea of communitarian bliss seems to be
a complex idea. It is not only about happinessfartdnes, but it also includes the

purpose of the Pilgrims' voyage that should bellggted.

! James T. Adam§,he Epic of AmericgBoston, Massachusetts: Little, Brown, 1933).

*The Encyclopaedia Britannic&Mayflower Compact.”
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mayflower-Compdatcessed October 2, 2016).

3 Jim Cullen,The American Dream: A Short History of an Idea TBa&ped a NatiofNew York:
Oxford University Press, 2003), 12.



The Pilgrim Fathers left their homeland, becausg thnged for the religious
freedom which they thought to find in North Ameri€&eligious freedom became an
essential part of their idea of communitarian bliss

However, the settlement of the Pilgrim Fatherslym®uth was not the first
one in North America. The Colony of Virginia wagtfirst permanent English
settlement in North America when Jamestown wasdedrin 1607. Unfortunately,
the settlers there did not draw up such documetiteasayflower Compact, but
their notion of the American Dream can be derivednfthe intention of their
settling there. Theolunders of the Virginia Colony took advantage &f dtoundance
of local vegetation and started exporting locapstdrhey traded in potatoes, maize
but mostly in tobacco. This activity made them eichnd richer. As Jim Cullen
states: “The Puritans were not the first peopleawee a dream, even in North
America. Virginia was founded before New Englantj &s founders also had a
dream: to get rich®

Plymouth Colony and Virginia Colony were foundadhe same period but
for completely different purposes. The idea of Ameerican dream of the Plymouth
Colony was tightly connected with terms of equaldareligious freedom and
communitarian bliss, whereas the idea of the Ama@ridbream of Virginia Colony
was much more material, it meant to get rich and eamnected with the bliss of
individuals rather than the whole community of Yigginia Colony.

However, these two colonies shared an opinion. dpision concerned the
fact that their version of American Dream involjadt them. The idea of
American Dream was just for them. They did not thledive Americans into
account. They only traded with Native Americans arploited their own martial
skill in political conflicts.

The colonists came to North America and claimedahd, but they were fully

aware of the fact that the land was the properthefNative Americans. The story of

4 |bid., 33-34.
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the Paspahegh tribe could serve as an example?dspmahegh tribe “became the
first victim of English expansiortin Virginia in the 1610s.

The reasons why the colonists wanted to settle dowfirginia were their
fascination with the abundance of wildlife and Hospitality of the Native
Americans as the following illustrates: “the peoplall places kindely entreating us,
daunsing and feasting us with strawberies, MullseBeead, Fish, and other their
Countrie prouisions wherof we had plenfyHowever, the relations between the
colonists and the Paspahegh tribe remained stravhegh resulted in the
Paspahegh's demise: “they killed from 65 to 76 Blasgh before burning their
homes and destroying their corn crdp.”

Colonists started to clear the land, cut dowadr@nd were enjoying the
abundance of resources. And this is the point whenvaste of wealth of North
America started, showing its close connection &idlea of American Dream.

The following quotation from Andrew Jackson cap#uthe way of thinking
about Native Americans, the natural resources offiNdmerica and inevitable
expansion of civilization: “What good man would ferea country covered with
forests and ranged by a few thousand savages textemsive republic, studded with
cities, towns and prosperous farms occupied by riinane 12 million happy

people??

1.2 The Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence is one of the migsificant and influential
documents of history of the United States of Aneetlat officially declared the

concept of the American Dream.

® “Timeline of Paspahegh-English Interaction,” Arebbgy of the Paspahegh Settlement, accessed
January 30, 2017, http://www.virtualjamestown.oegfpahegh/timeline.html.

® Captain John SmittA True Relation of VirginigBoston: Wiggin and Lunt, 1866), 6.

" “Timeline of Paspahegh-English Interaction,” Arebogy of the Paspahegh Settlement, accessed
January 30, 2017, http://www.virtualjamestown.oegfpahegh/timeline.html.

8 Earth and the American DrearDirected by Bill Couturié. Los Angeles: Directn@ma Limited,
1992.
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The Declaration of Independence was adopted ay4lI76 by the Second
Continental Congress and stated the independertbe ¢firteen American colonies.
The United States of America was officially formé&the Virginia Declaration of
Rights, written by George Mason, served as a safrgespiration for drawing up
the Declaration of Independence as can be seentlfrefiollowing sample which has
lots of in common with example 13 adapted fromDeelaration: “the enjoyment of
life and liberty, with the means of acquiring arabgessing property, and pursuing
and obtaining happiness and safétyibwever, both these documents had taken
inspiration from John Lock's bodkn Essay Concerning Human Understanding
which John Lock used the phragerrsuit of happiness®

The reasons for creation of the Declaration oepwhdence should be
comprehended to grasp the idea of the American®rieaeluded in the Declaration.
Thirteen American colonies called for independebeeause they had no
representation in the Parliament of the United o and high taxes were imposed
on various commaodities which were imported thererédver, the British army was
still presented on the territory of American colsmeven though there was no reason
for it when Seven Years' War (1756/63) was over. From these statements it can be
inferred that money played a crucial role in thosftict.

The United Kingdom desperately needed money tadghays resulting from the
Seven Years' War and wanted American colonieskmpart in it, as Jim Cullen
states: “The British, laboring under a mountaimebt, thought it only natural that
the colonists help bear the cost of the war and fheire protection.*

The American colonists did not want to be underdtipervision of the
United Kingdom—after all the first founders of tAenerican colonies came there to

get rid of the British political and social systetagyain freedom. The Declaration of

° “The Virginia Declaration of Rights,” America's #iading Documents, accessed October 9, 2016,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/virginia-thration-of-rights.

19«30hn Lock,” The Pursuit of Happiness, accessed| 8p2017,
http://www.pursuit-of-happiness.org/history-of-hapgss/john-locke/.

11 Jim Cullen,The American Dream: A Short History of an Idea TBhaaped a NatiofNew York:
Oxford University Press, 2003), 42.
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Independence contained complaints of colonists taheuwvay of the reign of King
George lll. Examples of their complaints from theclaration of Independence

follow:

He has called together legislative bodies at placesual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public Recorfds the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measuresHe.has kept among us, in
times of peace, Standing Armies without the Coneépur legislatures. ...
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent. .. hieplundered our seas,
ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destrthyetives of our peopl&:

It is obvious that the American colonists were caritented with the political
situation and hence wanted political independehhbe.idea of the American Dream
had changed since the first settlement in North Aecaeand arrival of the Pilgrim
Fathers, political independence became part of &merican Dream as it is written
in the Declaration of Independence: “We hold thestas to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed byGheator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,rtyb@nd the pursuit of
Happiness

It is noticeable that the idea of the Americandnesvolved from a simple
form to a more complex one and embodied new ideets a&s political freedom.

1.3 The United States Constitution and The BilRajhts

The United States Constitution and the Bill of iRgynaturally follow the
legacy of the Declaration of Independence. Thesedwcuments that are closely
related to each other could be perceived as am&rte of the Declaration of

Independence.

12«The Declaration of Independence,” America's Fangdocuments, accessed October 9, 2016,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaraticamscript.
13 H

Ibid.
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The United States Constitution was ratified in 17B&e ratification of the
Bill of Rights followed in 1791 that serves as fiist complex amendment to the
United States Constitution.

The United States Constitution is a legal docuntieait represents the
supreme law in the United States of America. ThéddnStates Constitution states a
wide range of legal acts and rules for federal gavent, office of president, judicial
brand, etc. The United States Constitution is nat@ut the internal structure of the
United States of America rather than about theata of personal freedoms.
However, the Preamble of the United States Comistitexplains why it was
decided to create a document that deals with thegabstructure of the United

States of America.

We the People of the United States, in Order tmfarmore perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquilityyjte for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare, and secure the BlgssifiLiberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish thissGrion for the United
States of America?

The content of Preamble shows to be a kind of cosett form of the Declaration of
Independence. The Declaration of IndependencelenBreamble contain the same
idea about freedom, bliss and fortunes.

However, the Preamble does not explicitly statéousrrights and obligations
of the inhabitants of the United States of Amedod hence the Bill of Rights was
drawn up.

The BiIll of Rights is a crucial amendment of theited States Constitution
that proclaims the rights of inhabitants of thetddiStates of America. It gives
formal, legal and clear form of the rights. Here arfew extracts from articles from
the Bill of Rights to illustrate the basic notiohiband demonstrate the declared

freedoms:

14 “The Constitution of the United States,” Americatsunding Documents, accessed October 16,
2016, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/cdnsitin-transcript.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an estabdishaf religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridgihg freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceabhgsemble ... the right of the
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infdnge The right of the

people to be secure in their persons, houses, pagat effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall notlla¢ed ... In all criminal
prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the rightdpeedy and public trial ...
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excedanes imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflictéd.

The United States Constitution and the Bill of Rggare documents that were
drawn up to make the idea of American Dream pedadtalso to have it legally
ratified. But this idea of American Dream is natitie as the rights of African
Americans, Native Americans and women were stidlsgioned.

The United States Constitution did not treat AfricAmericans as full
persons, but regarded them to be three-fifthsp#raon as it was expressed in the
first article of the Constitution:

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be appediamong the several States
which may be included within this Union, accordiogheir respective
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding tonthele Number of free
Persons, including those bound to Service for anlarYears, and excluding
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Perstin

The American Civil War represented the escaladioquestions regarding
slavery and rights and freedoms of African Amergdfinally, the Thirteenth
Amendment that abolished slavery was ratified i65.8nd invalidated “a collective
agreement ... that for the moment, at least, freedamsto be a relative and racially

7

limited term™" which the historian Jim Cullen mentions in relattorthis topic.

15“The Bill of Rights,” America's Founding Documenéscessed October 16, 2016,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rightranscript.

16 “The Constitution of the United States,” Americatsunding Documents, accessed November 11,
2016, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/cdnsitin-transcript.

7 3im Cullen,The American Dream: A Short History of an Idea TBhaaped a NatiofNew York:
Oxford University Press, 2003), 44.

15



The Fourteenth Amendment, which was ratified in8,86llowed and granted
American citizenship to African Americans. The &ghth Amendment to the
Constitution ratified in 1870 guarantees the rightote to male African Americans.

Until this point there had not been almost angratit to provide female
citizens with the right to vote. The first wavefeminism dates back t01840 when
feminists started demanding equal rights for mehvaomen in the voting area.
Finally, in 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment wadieatiand gave the right to vote
to American female citizens: “The right of citizeofsthe United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the United Stateyy@nly State on account of seX.”

The rights of Native Americans remained unnotigetil 1924, when the
Indian Citizenship Act was enacted: “... that all rotizen Indians born within the
territorial limits of the United States be, andytlage hereby, declared to be citizens
of the United States: Provided, That the grantihguch citizenship shall not in any
manner impair or otherwise affect the right of &mgian to tribal or other
property.™**Native Americans in the United States of Americgaoted not only
citizenship but also rights that were closely dt&atto the status of being an
American citizen (e.g. the right to vote).

The idea of the American Dream had been radicélfnged. The idea of the
American Dream could be shared by the whole Ameriation. Moreover, the
notion of American Dream became a legal legacyaminportant subject of
politics, one that modifies the political life ing United States of America and

determines the political path of the whole Americation.

1.4 The American Dream of Climbing the Social Ladde

The idea of the American Dream also includes ithegie of equal opportunity

which precedes and enables personal fulfilments Kimd of dream concerning

18«Amendments,” America's Founding Documents, aceg$¢ovember 20, 2016,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/amendmenits21#14.

19«pct of June 2, 1924,” Archives, accessed JanB4ry2017, https://www.archives.gov/historical-
docs/todays-doc/?dod-date=602.
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personal success does not apply only to a certamoeor religious minority, but
should be available to everyone regardless of 8ir age, ethnicity, religion or
background. It is a mass dream that can be enjoyederyone as it is described by

James Truslow Adams:

It is not a dream of motor cars and high wages inebbat a dream of social
order in which each man and each woman shall ketaldttain to the fullest
stature of which they are innately capable, antebegnized by others for
what they are, regardless of the fortuitous cirdamses of birth or positioff.

The history of the United States of America pre@gdis with many inspiring
stories which prove that this dream of persondilfaént can be realized by
everyone who puts effort into it. The life stordBenjamin Franklin, Booker T.
Washington and Martin Luther King are, without aidf perfect examples of living
for the idea of the American Dream.

Benjamin Franklin was the youngest of seventeddreim who grew up in
poor rather than a wealthy background. He recemmimum education, but his
hunger for knowledge made him into a notable manntdde discoveries in the field
of electricity, he helped to found the Americanl®ophical Society, a hospital, a
school and a library in the state of Pennsylvaauia he became a member of the
Continental Congress.

Benjamin Franklin states that personal fulfilmea de achieved by
everybody who has particular abilities and whauig/fdevoted to their idea of the

American Dream as it is described in his work:

... as | have always thought that one man of tolerabilities may work great
changes, and accomplish great affairs among manikihd first forms a good
plan, and, cutting off all amusements or other @ymplents that would divert

% John Kenneth and Sandra L. Hanson White, edifdrs,American Dream in the 2Century
(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2011), 3.
1 Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin Frank{iNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 3-4.
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his attention, makes the execution of that same lplgisole study and
busines$?

Benjamin Franklin and Horatio Alger Jr. sharedsheme attitude towards the
issue of becoming successful. This idea is capturétbratio Alger Jr.'s boys'
novels such aRagged Dick: Or, Street Life in New York With tlm®®lacks This
novel describes a life of the main protagonist Diglo is a poor boy living in the
streets working as a bootblack. But he desiregitow up ‘spectable?® so he
decides to follow a piece of advice which was git@him by Mr. Whitney: “Save
your money, my lad, buy books, and determine tedmebody, and you may yet fill
an honorable positiorf® Finally, Dick's behaviour is changed and he becme
successful.

However, Benjamin Franklin's idea of personal sgsds also related to the
idea of communitarian bliss as his opinion of sigrnventions without having them
patented illustrates: “That, as we enjoy great athges from the inventions of
others, we should be glad of an opportunity to sethers by any invention of ours;
and this we should do freely and generou8ty.”

Benjamin Franklin emphasizes not only a personélrient but also one's
opportunity to promote the general welfare and tits fhe ideas of communitarian
bliss and personal success together when he agksséion: “What good have | done
today?”

The combination of ideas of equality and commurgtabliss is thoroughly
portrayed by the life story of Booker T. Washingtéithough he was born in a
plantation cabin in poor conditions and later owimeked in coal mines, he managed

to accomplish great enterprises and became areitfal figure®’ He followed the

2 |bid., 95.

2 Horatio Alger Jr.Ragged Dick: Or, Street Life in New York Withe Bootblack¢Philadelphia:
Polyglot Press, 2002), 38.

*|bid., 74.

% Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin Frank{iNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 116-117.

*% |bid., 87.

2" Booker T. Washingtori)p From SlaverfAuckland: The Floating Press, 2009).
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instructions of Benjamin Franklin, thus materiaigihis dream of personal
fulfilment.

One idea of the American dream was highlighte@bgker T. Washington.

It was the idea of equality between people regasdtd ethnicity. In his
autobiographyp From Slavenhe put stress on the fact that people who treasure
and exercise the idea of equality create a homaysnizody whose task is to
advance the general welfare. He expressed his \oawsat subject when delivering
the Atlanta Compromise Speech: “In all things &t purely social we can be as
separate as the fingers, yet one as the handtimradls essential to mutual progress.
... Nearly sixteen millions of hands will aid youpalling the load upward, or they
will pull against you the load downwar@®”

Booker T. Washington explains the importance ofualcollaboration and
respecting the equality which prove to be bendficidhe whole American society:
“My friends, we are one in this country. ... We raseyou rise; when we fall you
fall. When you are strong we are strong; when veensgak you are weak. There is
no power that can separate our destiny. The Negrafford to be wronged; the
white man cannot afford to wrong hirft”

Martin Luther King followed the legacy of Booker Washington and
blossomed into an eminent figure who also undetlihe need for racial equality
and mutual cooperation. In 1963 Martin Luther Kdedivered his famous address
entitled “I Have a Dream” at the March on Washimgtor Jobs and Freedom. As the
title implies, the central idea of the addressisdea of the American Dream. Martin
Luther King referred back to the documents thaallgganchored the ideas of the
American Dream in political lives of the Americaation and indicated the
interconnection of the American Dream and the Inystd the United States of

America:

*% |bid., 236-237.
29 Booker T. WashingtorSelected Speeches of Booker T. WashingthrE. Davidson Washington
(New York: Doubleday, Doran, & Co., 1932).
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When the architects of our republic wrote the miaggmt words of the
Constitution and the Declaration of Independentoey tvere signing a
promissory note to which every American was to ligiir. This note was a
promise that all men, yes, black men as well asenrhen, would be
guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, libeanyd the pursuit of happine¥s.

Moreover, Martin Luther King highlighted that theedm of equality is an inherent
part of the American Dream as it follows: “| stihve a dream. It is a dream deeply
rooted in the American dream. | have a dream thatday this nation will rise up
and live out the true meaning of its creéfe hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created eqiat*

Benjamin Franklin and Horatio Alger Jr. descrilbeelir views of the idea of
the American Dream with respect to the moral gieslibf the people. Benjamin
Franklin introduced his “man of tolerable abiliti&and Horatio Alger Jr. presented
us with the morally pure character of bootblackiDisnd Booker T. Washington's
and Martin Luther King's analyses of the idea ef American Dream was based on
the morals of the Declaration of Independence hadUnited States Constitution.

However, the development of the American Drearartyeshows what
happens when the morals are excluded from the ppot¢he American Dream.
The idea of general welfare is converted into asetafter money, material things
and one's own success as the ndbel Great Gatsbilustrates.

Francis Scott Fitzgerald's novghe Great Gatsbpictures the manners of
society at the beginning of ®@entury. The novel depicts the living of the Ansari
Dream which consists of being young, rich and ss&ftg. Nick, who is the narrator
of the story, focuses on making money as a sto&idoron Wall Street and the main
character Gatsby hints that his fortune is bounditip illegal enterprise®® The

characters of Tom and Daisy also gives us a piafitiee society at that time: “They

30 Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream,” King Instite, accessed February 3, 2017,
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/doents/i-have-dream-address-delivered-march-
washington-jobs-and-freedom.

L Ibid.

32 Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin FrankiiNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 95.

% Francis Scott Fitzgeraldhe Great GatsbyHertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions, 2001).
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were careless people, Tom and Daisy — they smagh#dngs and creatures and
then retreated back into their money or their cas¢lessness, or whatever it was that
kept them together, and let other people cleameprtess they had made .34
Their lives simply revolve around getting moneydly and effortlessly without any
thought of promoting general welfare. But this ootof the American Dream is in
complete contradiction to the idea of communitabéss which was presented by
Benjamin Franklin.

The following quotation from a chairman of Geneviltors John J. Raskob
supports F. Scott Fitzgerald's description of dga@d shows that the idea of
materialism became the central idea of the Amerigazam: “And | am firm in my

belief that man not only can be rich, but ougHbéaich.”®

2. The Idea of the American Dream in the NoveAll the King's Men

All the King's Meris a novel written by American poet and novelisbBx
Penn Warren. The purpose of this novel, which wddighed in 1946, is to portray a
symbolic thing—a myth—that is more important thia hovel's realistic description
of political issues set at the beginning of'2@ntury?®

The myth represents the ideas of the Americanmbrbat embrace all the
characters and all their steps that lead them wsvre fulfilment of their own
version of the American Dream. Moreover, the idgfafie American Dream
influence and shape the minds of the charactettsateextent that it brings a tragic
ending.

The very beginning of the story provides us wité tlescription of the
untouchable nature of the myth and also with thenimg how treacherous it can be

if one does not watch their back. The following taiimn compares the American

34 H
Ibid., 114.
% Earth and the American DrearBirected by Bill Couturié. Los Angeles: Directr@ma Limited,
1992.
% Robert Penn Warrea|ll the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001).
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Dream to a car ride during which a driver is hyjred by looking at a line on a
road: “... and if you don't quit staring at that liaed don't take a few deep breaths
and slap yourself hard on the back of the necKiylogpnotize yourself ... ¥ And
when the driver loses control over the car, it &8ult in a serious accident which is
represented by the ending of the novel. But tha @féhe American Dream occurs
throughout the whole novel like a mirage which ader can see and feel, but cannot
touch it: “You'll go whipping toward it, but it wialways be ahead of you, that
bright, flooded place, like a miragé®”

The credibility of the story is supported by thetfthat the main character
Willie Stark is based on a real political figuretdiiey Pierce Long whose life
followed the ideas of the American Dream and tettedmportance of morals

rooted in some ideas of the American Dream.

2.1 Life of Huey P. Long and the Character of WilBtark

The character of Willie Stark, who is the maintpgonist of the novelll the
King's Men tries to capture the myth of the American Drebat tvas created by
Huey Pierce Long. The American Dream representadusy P. Long and by Willie
Stark evolved in the course of time and includedeniange of ideas such as general
welfare, equal opportunity, personal fulfilment aguality. These ideas usually
referred back to the Declaration of Independenaaeldver, the novel shows that the
ideas can be realized in very different ways witbpect to the moral code of the

characters.

2.1.1 The Idea of Equal Opportunity

The American Dream of Huey P. Long and Willie Btaegins with their

belief in achieving personal fulfilment through tldea of equal opportunity

¥ bid., 1.
%8 bid., 2.
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suggested by Benjamin Franklin: “... one man of @b abilities may work great
changes, and accomplish great affairs among mankitid. Huey P. Long grew up
on a farm in a poor part of Louisiana, but “Longfsldhood was not humiliating or
harsh; in fact, it was a soft upbringing by thendtards of that time and plad”
Despite not growing up in excellent living conditg) he did not give up the idea of
equal opportunity and thanks to his determinatmwadrk and study he became a
respectable man. The character of Willie Stark, aiso grew up in rather poor
conditions, highlights the power of belief in eqogbortunity that anybody can
become a respectable member of society: “He wasjhaman, country boy, who
believed like we have always believed back hetdenills that even the plainest,
poorest fellow can be Governor if his fellow citizefind he has got the stuff and the
character for the job**

Willie Stark is well aware of the nature of equpportunity and later on he
uses its sparkling power to shape the minds opthmic. The scene of visiting his
father on a farm only for being photographed inrpmanditions of his upbringing
shows Willie's intention to recycle the idea of algopportunity and enhance his
image. He addresses his assistant Jack Burderatogarthe scene where his old dog
is a part of it: “... get the hairy bastard up hemd aake him look like he was glad
to see me* The novel also describes the final impact of uitbtographs on the
public and it implies how powerful the createdsilon was: “... the pictures of the
family and the white leghorns gave the voters a marm glow, it made them feel
solid, substantial, and virtuous, it made themklahgingerbread and nice cold
buttermilk.”?

Huey P. Long used the idea of equal opportunithensame way when he

emphasized the background of his upbringing: “l Wwash on a farm, am a common

39 Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin FrankiiNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 95.

0 william Ivy Hair, The Kingfish and His Realm: The Life and Timeswéy4P. LongBaton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1996), 41.

“I Robert Penn Warrea\|l the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001), 129.

*2|bid., 39.

* Ibid., 457.
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man, and my sympathies have always been with ttssesd” In comparison with
Willie's mild profiting from it, Huey P. Long tooit to the extreme when he started
making up fictitious stories from his childhood:Have seen my mother cry ...
because | did not have shoes to wéafhis statement by Long was later on
opposed by his brother Julius: “Nothing could bepiartray [Huey's] true character,
his lack of love ... to tell such a falsehood abdatdead mother?®

The hard beginnings of Willie Stark's and Huey.hg's careers show how
devoted they were to their dream of becoming aessgfal man. Their occupation of
a travelling salesman tested their determinatidre fbllowing example shows
Willie's temporary way of life as a salesman: “.opgging at the farmhouses in
between, knocking on the door and tipping his natthen showing the woman how

to fix a pot.*’

Huey P. Long went through similar situations aritew he did not
succeed in his enterprises he “was forced to sejpdssessions, including the coat
off his back.*®

Willie Stark also had to tackle a lack of his eahimn. He studied at a college,
but he had to leave the college, because his famal/not able to support him
financially any more. However, he faced this chadke and started studying on his
own: “He sat up nights and studied books and stlidie ... He didn't study that law
in any man's school or college. He studied it regifter a hard day's work in the
field.”*° Huey P. Long was also fortunate in his movementsadter one year at
Tulane University Law School in New Orleans he pddhie examination and
became a lawyer when he was only 21 yearsdttley P. Long commented on his

achievement and revealed his formula for succéstutiied law as much as from

4 “Entry Into Politics,” Huey P. Long, accessed Retry 13, 2017, http://www.hueylong.com/life-
times/entry-politics.php.

> William Ivy Hair, The Kingfish and His Realm: The Life and Timeswéy4P. LongBaton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1996), 17.

*®Ibid., 17.

*" Robert Penn Warrea|l the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001), 87.

8 «“Early Career,” Huey P. Long, accessed Februar2037, http://www.hueylong.com/life-
times/early-career.php.

9 Robert Penn Warrea\|ll the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001), 128.

0 “Education,” Huey P. Long, accessed February D372http://www.hueylong.com/life-
times/education.php.
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sixteen to twenty hours each day.FHowever it seems exaggerated, it is probably
true as William Ivy Hair says: “As a political leadhe often followed an even longer
work schedule, leaving only two or three hourssleep.®” Their determination and
effort which they put into their beginnings of gadal career prove that they truly
were Benjamin Franklin's “man of tolerable abikt® and that they followed
Franklin's advice how to accomplish the goal ospaal fulfiiment.

The idea of equal opportunity stayed with WilldaHuey P. Long for all
their political careers and reminded them of tidéficult times. Later on they
realized that the idea of equal opportunity wasasoeéqual for anybody as it should
have been. This realization probably led them #oidlea of promoting general
welfare.

Huey P. Long's famous address called “Every M&mg” emphasizes and

describes the problem of not so equal opportursity ®llows:

Did that mean, my friends, that someone would conethis world without
having had an opportunity, of course, to have hé lick of work, should be
born with more than it and all of its children astdidren’s children could ever
dispose of, but that another one would have todoe imto a life of
starvation?!

Notwithstanding the methods, which they both usdaenefit from the idea
of equal opportunity, which was formerly promotgdBenjamin Franklin and
Horatio Alger Jr., they definitely popularized tidea of equal opportunity and

revived it in minds of the public.

1 william Ivy Hair, The Kingfish and His Realm: The Life and Timeswéy4P. LongBaton Rouge:
Igzouisiana State University Press, 1991), 53.

Ibid.
%3 Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin FrankiiNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 95.
> Huey P. Long, “Every Man a King,” Share Our Wedheech, accessed February 13, 2017,
http://www.hueylong.com/programs/share-our-weatthexh.php.
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2.1.2 The Idea of General Welfare

The idea of general welfare, which is an inhepant of the American
Dream, is portrayed in the novel, too. The auttsmduthe character of Willie Stark
to demonstrate the process of promotion of genestibre in political background
when the morals of Willie Stark are tested.

At the very beginning of the story when Willie wasrking as a municipal
treasurer, he discovered that substandard mateamboing to be used for school
building. He tried to draw attention to that frabdt he was immediately dismissed.
However, he did not regret it, because “... you didmint to be mixed up with them
anyway. Not after you found out they were dishom@st crooked>® His behaviour
shows that he followed certain moral code and cabeadit the general welfare. Still,
he tried to inform the public as it follows: “Yowald see Willie standing on a street
corner ... working out figures to explain what he wgsawking about ... >* And
he also expresses his desire to change the siuatish make it more beneficial for
everybody: “I am going back to Pappy's farm andkniie cows and study some
more law for it looks like | am going to need it.”

Huey P. Long used his law education in the sameagaillie was willing
to use it. Huey P. Long usually defended poor peapheed against the interest of
companies. William lvy Hair claims that Huey P. Igofwas a young warrior of and
for the plain people, battling the evil giants o&M\Street and their corporation®”

It is obvious that he cared about the general weekia much as Willie Stark did.

Willie Stark and Huey P. Long continued with thefforts to promote the
general welfare which brought them the positiog@fernor. Willie Stark clearly
stated points of his political programme. “... whattState needs is a new tax
program. And the rate ought to be raised on thelaods the State's got leased out.

And there's not a decent road in the State onceggbin the country. And | could

> Robert Penn Warrea|l the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001), 87.

*°|bid., 86.

> Ibid., 90.

8 william Ivy Hair, The Kingfish and His Realm: The Life and TimeswéyHP. LongBaton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1991), 88.
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save this State some money by merging some depagrfi2 This political
programme was almost entirely consistent with tlegggmamme of Huey P. Long.
Huey P. Long fought for free education and healidauilding new roads and
bridges, and for lower property tax@3nillie Stark summarised the entire idea of
general welfare in quite expressive when he wasnglabout building a new
hospital: “... and any poor bugger in this State garthere and get the best there is
and not cost him a dimé&”

Lots of people supported decisions made by thee@®aws Willie Stark and
Huey P. Long, because they acted in the interetteopublic. Cheering crowds
listening to Willie's speeches and people commegrdmthe political behaviour of
Huey P. Long are the proofs of it. There are ademmentaries on political activity
of Huey P. Long: “My dad was able to get a highastleducation and go on to
college because of the free public education madsiple by Governor Londg?
And Dr. Dan Gremillion said: “It is remarkable hecamplished so much. He was a
genius. Say what you will about his motives, clsthepeaking manner, roots,

whatever, this man changed it all in favor of thriisiana citizen®
2.1.3 The Importance of Morals

However, not everybody liked the means which wesed by Willie Stark
and Huey P. Long to accomplish their goals.

The novel presents us with Willie's methods whein&d to solve a problem
in the political field. When Willie needed the emslement from Judge Irwin, who

was not willing to do it, Willie simply told his astant Jack Burden to dig up dirt on

%9 Robert Penn Warred|l the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001), 110.

0 “programs,” Huey P. Long, accessed February 18720
http://www.hueylong.com/programs/index.php.

®1 Robert Penn Warrea|ll the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001), 323.

%2 Glenda B. Turner, comment on Governor Huey P. | acgessed February 13, 2017,
http://www.hueylong.com/perspectives/share-youriesophp.

83 Dr. Dan Gremillion, comment on Governor Huey Pngipaccessed February 13, 2017,
http://www.hueylong.com/perspectives/share-youriesophp.
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Judge Irwin and use it in his favotfrUnfortunately, this task became a part of a
chain of events that finally led to Willie's assaasion.

Actually, Willie Stark confessed to using immona¢thods when he said: “...
buy 'em and you can't tell how long they'll staybot. | bought too many alread$>”
On the other hand, he justified his behaviour arglaéned that he was forced to use
those methods. He expressed the idea that whewamts to achieve something, one
has to do the dirty work, too: “He resigned beesales wanted to keep his little
hands clean. He wanted the bricks but he justikdiow somebody has to paddle in
the mud to make ‘enf®

Willie's use of immoral methods was not a sedrbe character of Mr.

Patton, who is a friend of Jack Burden's motheserhthe question concerning
Willie's immorality and apprehension about possddasequences of such a
behaviour: “Free this and free that and free otBeery wool-hat jack-ass thinking
the world is free. Who's going to pay? ... He'll h&vadf the State on a pay-roll and
the other half will be afraid to vote. Strong-atstackmail, God knows what”

Huey P. Long used the same methods as Willie Saarthe following
statement describes it: “One legislator believed some of his colleagues sided
with Long because they were blackmailed by thrematsveal things in their past, or
situations concerning their relative®.But Huey P. Long justified himself in the
same way that Willie Stark did and stated that ke ferced to use those methods for

good things to be done:

They say they don't like my methods. Well, | ddik& them either. | really
don't like them either. ... I'd much rather get ufobethe legislature and say,
‘Now this is a good law and it's for the benefit peple, and I'd like you to

¥ Robert Penn Warrea|l the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001).
65 H
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vote for it in the interest of the public welfar@nly | know laws ain't made
that way. You've got to fight fire with fir&.

Huey P. Long also referred back to the Declaradibimdependence in his
address “Every Man a King” and hinted that its glbad not been taken into account
so far: “We have everything here that we need, gxtat we have neglected the
fundamentals upon which the American Governmentprasipally predicated
It implies that he wanted to put the society onribbt track again for its own benefit
even though it meant for him to use immoral methods

Willie's and Huey P. Long's behavior show that tfalpwed a certain
kind of moral code, but they also broke its ruldswever, they also did a lot for the

welfare of society.

2.1.4 The Idea of Equality

The novelAll the King's Meralso touches the issue of equality. Willie Stark
and Huey P. Long tried to promote the general weléand reduce the gap between
the rich and the poor people. They wanted the peisgeged to become equally
privileged to more fortunate members of societyelR. Long's address “Every

Man a King” criticised the social inequality andtimed its main cause:

They own the banks, they own the steel mills, e the railroads, they own
the bonds, they own the mortgages, they own threstand they have chained
the country from one end to the other until theraat any kind of business that
a small, independent man could go into and makerayl... ."*

% Huey P. Long, “Huey P. Long on His Political Metlsg’ Huey P. Long, accessed February 13,
2017, http://www.hueylong.com/perspectives/hueyglguotes-in-his-own-words.php.

“Huey P. Long, “Every Man a King,” Share Our Wedheech, accessed February 13, 2017,
http://www.hueylong.com/programs/share-our-weatthexh.php.

M Huey P. Long, “Every Man a King.” Share Our Wedheech, accessed February 13, 2017,
http://www.hueylong.com/programs/share-our-weatthexh.php.
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How Willie Stark and Huey P. Long wanted to promgémeral welfare and
provide fair conditions for anybody was describedhie previous chapter “The Idea
of General Welfare”.

It is noticeable that they both were interestethanidea of equality in general.
But Huey P. Long also discussed the topic of raiglality and supported it: “Treat
them just the same as anybody else, give them poromity to make a living, and
to get an educatior(?

Willie Stark does not deal with this topic, but tdea of racial equality is
described in the novel. The story about Cass Masténo was a relative of Jack
Burden, and his secret love to Annabelle Trice, wiag married to Cass's friend
Duncan, raised the question of racial equality whA&itan-American maid Phebe
was sold, because she found out that Duncan coethstticide when he discovered
that Annabelle was in love with CaSaBut Cass could not bear the fate of Phebe and
he decided to “find her and buy her and set her’ffé

Even though that Willie Stark and Huey P. Long wiad highlight the
importance of racial equality, they were devotethtidea of equality in general,
which applied to all the people regardless of afityi

3. The American Dream and the Presidential Backgroud

The concept of the American Dream also enterptésidential office of the
United States of America. This concept is literaliynipresent in this political field.
The ideas of the American Dream can be found irouarpresidential campaigns,
presidential addresses and even in inaugural speefAmerican presidents. The

reason why the concept of the American Dream id gseoften is that concept

?Huey P. Long, “Huey P. Long on Racism and Afri¢anericans,” Huey P. Long, accessed April
23, 2017, http://www.hueylong.com/perspectives/hlaeg-quotes-in-his-own-words.php#racism.
3 Robert Penn Warrea|l the King's Mer(New York: Harcourt, 2001).

" bid., 252.
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appears in the text of the United States Congtitudind its ideas can affect private,
social and political life of any American citizen.

The following excerpt from the United States Cansbn provides us with
the text of the oath that the American presidesiie bn their Inauguration Day on
20" January. “Before he enter on the Execution ofdffice, he shall take the
following Oath or Affirmation:—I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the Office of President of thaitéd States, and will to the best of
my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Canstin of the United States’>
The American presidents swear to “preserve, pratedtdefend the Constitution of
the United State$®, the legal document where the ideas of the Amerib@am are
legally anchored and preserved. In other words\therican presidents swear to
defend the ideas of the American Dream, such aslézeof equality, general
welfare, equal opportunity and freedom regardléstimicity, sex, denomination,
age, etc.

A study made by Penn, Schoen, and Berland Asssc{2008) presents
concrete examples how the concept of the Amerigaam can influence lives of
American citizens and how important the whole cphce

Substantial majorities considered the followingrigeto be a "major part” of
the American Dream:

1 Having a good family life, 93 percent
2 Having quality health care for myself and my fam88 percent

3 Being able to speak your mind regardless of tsitipns you take, 85
percent

4 Having a comfortable and secure retirement, 86gpé

5 Being able to succeed regardless of your fanmabkiground or where you
come from, 82 percent

> “The Constitution of the United States,” AmericBsunding Documents, accessed March 23, 2017,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitutioanscript.
"8 “The Constitution of the United States,” AmericBsunding Documents, accessed March 23, 2017,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitutioanscript.
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6 Being economically secure and not having to wabgut being able to
afford things, 81 percent

7 Achieving peace in the world, 63 percent

8 Having the time to enjoy the good things in Wethout having to work too
many hours, 59 percent

9 Reducing the effects of global warming, 56 petcen

The responses of respondents can be categorizegameral groups according to the
ideas of the American Dream. The responses numtir4l 6 and 8 fit the group
sharing the idea of general welfare, the responsaber 3 falls into the group of the
idea of freedom, the response number 5 is in tbepgof the idea of equal
opportunity and the responses number 7 and 9digtbup of general welfare in the
global sense.

The findings of the study also imply that the ifafient of the ideas of the
American Dream is very closely connected with thhtigs of the United States of
America. The fulfilment is usually the task of p&opctively engaged in politics,
such as governors, senators, members of the Usitdds House of Representatives

and mainly presidents.

3.1 President Bill Clinton

Bill Clinton was born in 1946 in Arkansas. His @ats were not wealthy, his
father worked as a salesman and his mother workedharse. His father died early
and his family had had to cope with unpleasant econ consequences of the Great
Depression. Bill Clinton recalls his childhood iis lautobiography calleMly Life
and commented it as it follows: “Later, when | gab politics, being able to say |

had lived on a farm with an outhouse made a gteat,salmost as good as being

" John Kenneth and Sandra L. Hanson White, edifdrs,American Dream in the 2Century
(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2011), 10.
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born in a log cabin When Bill Clinton was a child, he spent some tiznea farm
of his grandfather. He highlighted this fact in higobiography, because rather poor
background is connected with the concept of the Woae Dream. It refers back to

9 can achieve

the idea of Benjamin Franklin that “one man of talge abilities
anything when he is fully devoted to his work refiess of his background.

It can be said that Bill Clinton was devoted te Work. During his study at
Georgetown University, he worked as a bartendernmsdmmer he took up a
summer job to support himself financially as helsdialso figured out how to live
on twenty-five dollars a weeK® Later he received a Rhode's scholarship that
enabled him to study two years at Oxford. He ditdgiee up his devotion when he
became the president: “As President, | worked hasthedule my time so that I'd
have a couple of hours a day alone to think, reffdan, or do nothing® Bill
Clinton tried to follow the piece of advice of Bamin Franklin: “... he first forms a
good plan, and, cutting off all amusements or odmployments that would divert
his attention, makes the execution of that same pla”®?

Bill Clinton believed in the power of the ideaaxfual opportunity like Huey
P. Long or Willie Stark. This idea contributed is becoming a respectable man.
But he was also aware of the "inequality” of theapportunity and he worked to
change it: “I have believed passionately in theseanf equal opportunity, and | will
do what | can to advance %

Bill Clinton also strongly emphasized the impodarmf the founding
documents of the United States of America. He thidaout the legacy of the
Declaration of Independence, the United States @otisn and the Bill of Rights

when he made a speech about Affirmative Actioruiy 1995:

8 Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004), 22.
& Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin FrankiiNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 3—4.
8 Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004), 72.
® |bid., 150.
82 Benjamin FranklinThe Autobiography of Benjamin FrankliNew York: P F Collier & Son
Company, 1909), 3—4.
8 Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004), 263.
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Emancipation, women's suffrage, civil rights, vgtights, equal rights, the
struggle for the rights of the disabled, all thasd other struggles are
milestones on America's often rocky but fundaméntajhteous journey to
close the gap between the ideals enshrined in thessures here in the
National Archives and the reality of our daily I8/

Bill Clinton in this speech pointed out some ide&the American Dream: the idea
of equal opportunity and equality. He also implikdt the legacy of the founding
documents was not fully realized. So he tried tinpute its legacy by the Family
Medical Leave Act, Medicare project and school mefoHe tried to enhance the
general welfare.

However, Bill Clinton was not only loved by peojiée what he had done, but
he was also criticised. The Whitewater affair argdlying about his relationship with
Monica Lewinsky showed him in a bad light. The digsof the importance of
morals was raised and the possibility of his imbeaent was questioned. This
shows that morals are a really important part efdbncept of the American Dream.

Finally, Bill Clinton's summary of his presidenteareer emphasized the goal
of his work and the importance of having the Amani®©ream: “America gave me
the chance to live my dreams. And | have triedas las | knew how to give you a

better chance to live your&>

3.2 President George W. Bush

George Walker Bush was born in 1946 in Connectidatgrew up in a
financially secure background, as his father swsfoélg entered the world of the oil
business. Their family is sometimes referred téaasly of aristocracy, because they

stressed their English aristocratic roots. “Thel®ssthemselves proudly drew

8 Bill Clinton, “Address Affirmative Action,” MillerCenter, accessed March 17, 2017,
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presiddrgfeches/july-19-1995-address-affirmative-action.
8 Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004), 919.
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attention to their English royal blood, a lineageneld by the arbiters in Londof®”
This seems to be the exact opposite of Bill Clifgamildhood family conditions.
There was emphasized the aristocratic origin, waseBall Clinton discussed the
importance of equal opportunity. Even though Ged@uygsh did not grow up on a
farm as Bill Clinton did, he was aware of the intporce of the idea of equal
opportunity and he mentioned it in his first inatajispeech: “The grandest of these
ideals is an unfolding American promise that evagybelongs, that everyone
deserves a chance, that no insignificant persorewsborn. ... And this is my
solemn pledge: | will work to build a single natiohjustice and opportunity?*

George W. Bush highlighted the legacy of the fongdiocuments as Bill
Clinton did. “When the Declaration of Independenass first read in public and the
Liberty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witngsisl,‘It rang as if it meant
something. In our time it means something stiff"This underlines the significance
of the documents and its legacy.

George Bush worked with respect to these docunagmtse tried to promote
the general welfare by the No Child Left Behind Aod school and health care
reform, etc. But after the terrorist attacks in t®egber 2001, George Bush's main
task was to defend the idea of freedom. And heathHibout it in almost all his
speeches: “Terrorist attacks can shake the fountabf our biggest buildings, but
they cannot touch the foundation of America. Theds shattered steel, but they
cannot dent the steel of American resolte.”

It is obvious that historical development challeshgéferent ideas of the
American Dream. Bill Clinton was more concernedwiite idea of equality when he

dealt with the issue of affirmative action, wher&sesorge Bush was more concerned

8 Kevin Phillips,American Dynasty: Aristocracy, Fortune, and theifes of Deceit in the House of
Bush(New York: Viking, 2004), 18.

87 George W. Bush, “The First Inaugural Address,” BlilCenter, accessed March 21, 2017,
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presiddrgf@eches/january-20-2001-first-inaugural-address.
8 George W. Bush, “The Second Inaugural Address|lekCenter, accessed March 21, 2017,
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presiddrgf@eeches/january-20-2005-second-inaugural-
address-O0.

8 George W. Bush, “Terrorist Attacks Address,” Mill@enter, accessed March 21, 2017,
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presiddrgfeeches/september-11-2001-address-nation-
terrorist-attacks.
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with defending the idea of freedom. The ideas efAmerican Dream are
historically and legally preserved, but future depenent can challenge them in
various possible situations.

However, George W. Bush was also criticized forduvity and inactivity.
Some did not like that George Bush did not keephosnises: “It is no exaggeration
to say that lying has become Bush's signatureesident.®® Others, like Michael T.
Klare, the resource-war theorist, criticised Bushdttacking Iraq because of his
involvement in the oil business: “Controlling Irejabout oil as power, rather than
oil as fuel. Control over the Persian Gulf transtainto control over Europe, Japan
and China. It's having our hand on the spigbSb the importance of morals played

here a major role, too.

3.3 President Barack Obama

Barack Obama was born in 1961 in Hawaii. His mo#firen Dunham was a
native Kansan and his father, Barack Obama Sr.edeom Kenya. He grew up in
Hawaii and Indonesia, where he lived with his siipér until he was ten years—old,
when he was sent back to Hawaii to live there Wwithgrandparent¥ Barack
Obama got an opportunity in his childhood to en¢euwnarious cultures, values,
habits, ways of living and denominations. This eigrece has had a strong influence
on him. Barack Obama commented on the nature ®infuence in his bookhe

Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the Ana@ridreamas it follows:

As the child of a black man and a white woman, smmevho was born in the
racial melting pot of Hawaii, with a sister who’alhindonesian but who’s
usually mistaken for Mexican or Puerto Rican, afwiather-in-law and niece

% Kevin Phillips,American Dynasty: Aristocracy, Fortune, and theife of Deceit in the House of
Bush(New York: Viking, 2004), 82.

1 Michael T. Klare Resource War@New York: Henry Holt, 2001).

92«Barack Obama: Life Before the Presidency,” Mil@enter, accessed March 29, 2017,
https://millercenter.org/president/obamal/life-beftine-presidency.
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of Chinese descent ... I've never had the optioresfricting my loyalties on
the basis of race, or measuring my worth on théshgribe®

Barack Obama was aware of the importance of equalitights and equal
opportunity and he had fought for them. In his ‘@len Night Victory Speech” in
2012 he referred back to the legacy of the Dectaraif Independence and to the

idea of the hard-working man of Benjamin Franklin:

| believe we can keep the promise of our foundirtige-idea that if you're
willing to work hard, it doesn’t matter who you ace where you come from, or
what you look like, or where you love — it doesmatter whether you're black or
white, or Hispanic or Asian, or Native American,young or old, or rich or poor,
abled, disabled, gay or straight 2% .

Not only Barack Obama but also Bill Clinton, GeaMy. Bush emphasized
the legacy of founding documents and its ideasyTekerred back to them in their
presidential speeches, because those ideas dde#seof the American Dream that
unite all citizens of the United States of America.

Barack Obama also wanted to enhance the genelfarevdHe described in
detail how he wanted to do it in his boBkange We Can Believe In: Barack
Obama’s Plan to Renew America's Promide discussed various kinds of topics. He
paid attention to the economic revival and econdutiare, foreign policy, terrorism
and domestic issues such as immigration systenmoement and strengthening
families

However, he did not manage to fulfil all his prepd suggestions and he was
criticised for some of his decisions concerning dstic and foreign policy.

Barack Obama summarized in his farewell speecimibst significant ideas

for the United States of America, the idea of theedican Dream: “| am asking you

93 Barack ObamaThe Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming onAimerican Drean{New

York: Crown Publishers, 2006), 231.

% Barack Obama, “Election Night Victory Speech,” Mil Center, accessed April, 6, 2017,
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presiddrgeeches/november-6-2012-2012-election-night-
victory-speech.

% Barack ObamaChange We Can Believe In: Barack Obama's Plan teReAmerica's Promise
(New York: Three Rivers Press, 2008).
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to hold fast to that faith written into our foundidocuments; that idea whispered by
slaves and abolitionists; that spirit sung by imrargs and homesteaders and those

who marched for justice ...%®

% Barack Obama, “Farewell Speech,” Telegraph, aeckasril 6, 2017,
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/01/11/barabk+oas-farewell-speech-full/.
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Conclusion

The aim of this thesis is to capture the beginrind the development of the
American Dream and its basic ideas in the fielgalitics of the United States of
America.

The first part of the thesis describes the histdibackground of the
American Dream. | discuss the contradictory purpagehe establishment of the
Plymouth Colony and the Virginia Colony and | use Mayflower Compact to
demonstrate the early idea of general welfarelibaame part of the American
Dream. | also point to the dark side of the colati of America which is
connected with the demise of Native American trifgg. the Paspahegh tribe) and
wasting of natural resources. This shows thatdka bf the American Dream in its
early days was only the American Dream of colonists

| also cover the significant documents: the Dextlan of Independence, the
United States Constitution and The Bill of Righthe Declaration of Independence
is not only connected with the idea of politicaddom but also with the idea of
equality. The historical development of the Unigdtes Constitution and The Bill
of Rights show how the issue of the equal rights tm@ated. Finally the question of
equal rights for African Americans, Native Amerisaand women was solved and
the idea of the American Dream became the ideheoWhole nation.

Then | discuss the idea of general welfare an@legpportunity of the
American Dream. | demonstrate these two ideas ubmgfe stories of Benjamin
Franklin, Booker T. Washington and Martin Luthenii Benjamin Franklin
provided us a plan how to handle these ideas awddachieve them in his
autobiography. He treated this topic mostly in gahsense. However, Booker T.
Washington and Martin Luther King pointed to theortance of racial equality and
its connection with these two ideas. They emphdsize equal opportunity for all
and mutual cooperation for promotion of generalfarel Here | stress the

importance of morals on which these figures bakeut bpinions and | provide the
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example of a situation when the morals were exduddem the idea of American
Dream. For that purpose | used the navet Great Gatshy

In the second part of the thesis | describe thasdf the American Dream in
the novelAll the King's MenThe topic is introduced by the quotations from th
novel which describe the untouchable nature ofAtmerican Dream. | try to discuss
these ideas of the American Dream: the idea oflexpgortunity, general welfare,
importance of morals and equal rights. The ideaslascribed with the respect to the
main character Willie Stark whose character is thasethe real political figure of
Huey P. Long. This enables me to compare ideaseofAtnerican Dream presented
in the novel with the ideas of the American Drearported by Huey P. Long. They
both wanted to make equal opportunity more equéalthey tested the importance of
morals when they were forced to do something imirtorpromote general welfare.
They did not touch the topic of equality, but tlevel uses the character Jack Burden
who told us story how his ancestor dealt with th@d of racial equality.

The final part of the thesis describes the idéaseoAmerican Dream during
the presidencies of Bill Clinton, George W. Buskl &arack Obama. All three
presidents emphasized the legacy of the foundicgments where the ideas of the
American Dream are stated. They also pointed tddtiethat the American Dream
has not been fulfilled yet and that new situatioosur and test the basic ideas of the
American Dream. This is demonstrated by the faat élach president emphasized
different ideas: Bill Clinton was mainly interestedequal opportunity, George W.
Bush in freedom and Barack Obama in equality.

In the final part | use a study made by Penn, 8chand Berland Associates
that show what people include in the concept ofAtreerican Dream. Their
responses correspond to the ideas of equal oppiysttreedom and general welfare.

It also shows how important the American Dreanoigiie United States.
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Resumé

Cilem této prace j&tende blize seznamit s pojetim amerického snu v pelitic
Spojenych stétamerickych. Prace zachycuje vyvoj amerického shdab
kolonizace amerického kontinentu az po prezidentdkiobi Billa Clintona, George
W. Bushe a Baracka Obamy.

Prvnic¢ast prace seénuje paatkim amerického snu v dépkdy byly na
americkém kontinentu zakladany prvni kolonie. Je tadké nastiin dopad
tehdejSiho pojeti amerického snu ri@qdni obyvatelstvo Ameriky. Déle prace
popisuje ukotveni konceptu americké snu v Deklamazévislosti, Ustava Listins
prav Spojenych stétamerickych. Naslednsou zde ve spojeni s americkym snem
zmirgny Zivotni osudy a nazory Benjamina Franklina, BevakT. Washingtona a
Martina Luthera Kinga. Neni opomenut ani Jazzoskj, doba, ve které penize a
slava hraly podstatnou roli a zme tak ovlivnily vnimani amerického snu.

Druhacést prace zachycuje pojeti amerického snu v ndveberta Penna
Warrena. Novel@ll the King's Menktera je zasazena do 30. letech 20. stoleti v
Louisiarg, vypravi o politickém zivat Willieho Starka. Postava Willieho Starka
vychéazi ze skutaé postavy amerického politika Hueyho P. Longac®whraziuje
abstraktni povahu amerického snu v této novelkkeere jeho aspekty jakymi jsou
rovnopravnost, rovnostipezitosti, véejné blaho aiezitost moralky.

Zawrecnacast prace popisuje americky sen v prezidentskeéstiprh. Bill,
Clinton, George W. Bush a Barack Obama se v obsla#tio prezidentského
mandatu setkali Siznymi aspekty amerického snu. Prace se snazi aggakttito
prezidenti ke konceptu amerického sitistppovali a jaké jeho aspekty
uprednostiovali. V tétocasti je také zvieejnen vysledek pizkumu. Odpovdi
responderit tak podtrhuji celkovoutideZitost amerického snu v politice Spojenych

stati americkych.
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Abstrakt

Cilem této bakal&keé prace je bliz&en&e seznamit s pojetim amerického
snu v politice Spojenych staamerickych a jeho historickym vyvojem. N#jk se
prace zardfuje na poatky amerického snu v obdobi kolonizace Amerikyk pa
rozebira jeho ukotveni v Deklaraci nezavislostitaus a Listins prav Spojenych
stati. Dale jsou zde rozebrany nazory Benjamina FraakBookera T. Washingtona
a Martina Luthera Kinga. V dalSi kapitole se praé&euje zachyceni amerického snu
v dile All the King's Menkde jsou rozebranyhkteré aspekty amerického snu.
Zawrecna kapitola pojednava o americkém snu v prezidgotskbdobich Billa
Clintona, George W. Bushe a Baracka Obamy.

Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to introduce the conoéphe American Dream in
the politics of the United States of America arsdhiistorical development. The first
part of the thesis describes the early beginnifiglseoAmerican Dream connected
with the colonisation. Then it shows how the Amani©ream is represented in the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution ahne Bill of Rights. Ideas of
Benjamin Franklin, Booker T. Washington and Mattuther King are highlighted
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here. Next chapter captures the concept of the isareDream in the novéll the
King's Men where some aspects of the American Dream aregibedcThe final

chapter describes the American Dream during prasids of Bill Clinton, George

W. Bush and Barack Obama.
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