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ANOTACE

DEMMERATH, Eva. Svatky a tradice anglicky mluvicich zemi ve vyuce anglického jazyka
na 1. stupni zdkladni skoly. [Diplomova prace]. Hradec Kralové: Pedagogicka fakulta
Univerzity Hradec Kralové, 2019, 114 s.

Cilem mé diplomové prace je zjistit a ovéfit si, zda ucitelé zdkladnich skol na 1. stupni
zahrnuji do vyuky anglického jazyka svatky a tradice anglicky mluvicich zemi a jakym

zpisobem.

V teoretické Casti se zaméfuji na historii a plivod svatkl, na rozvoj ¢tyf zakladnich
dovednosti, poslech, mluveni, ¢teni a psani a na rozvoj porozuméni textu v anglickém
jazyce. Dale na to, zda vyuka svatkt a tradic je v souladu s Ramcovym vzdélavacim
programem, zda jsou rozvijeny vSechny kompetence a zda je toto téma vyuZito
Vv priifezovych tématech. Také porovnavam zastoupeni tohoto tématu ve tfech ucebnicich

anglického jazyka uzivanych na prvnim stupni zakladni skoly.

Prakticka Cast se zabyva moznostmi a zpiisoby vyuky faktt, svatki a tradic na prvnim stupni
zakladni Skoly. Popisuje aktivity a zplisoby vyuky, které mohou uciteli pomoci zlepsit
komunikaci, vytvofit pozitivni klima ve tfidé, podpofit motivaci zaklti a rozsifit jejich
znalosti. Vyhodnoti a porovna s hypotézou vysledky vyzkumu provedeného formou

dotazniku.

Kli¢ova slova: prvni stupen zakladni Skoly, ucitelé anglického jazyka, Ramcovy vzdélavaci
program, kompetence, zdkladni dovednosti, svatky a tradice anglicky mluvicich zemi,

ucebnice, pracovni listy, aktivity



ANNOTATION

DEMMERATH, Eva. Festivals and Traditions of English Speaking Countries at Teaching
English Language at the Primary-school level. [Diploma dissertation]. Hradec Kralové:

Faculty of Education, University of Hradec Kralové, 2019, 114 p.

The aim of my Diploma thesis is to find out and prove whether Primary school teachers at
the Primary-school level include festivals and traditions of English speaking countries in

teaching English language and how.

In theoretical part | focus on history and origin of festivals, development of the four skills,
listening, speaking, reading and writing and development of English text understanding.
Then | focus on the fact whether teaching festivals is consistent with the Framework
Educational Programme, whether all competences are developed and this topic is used in all
cross-curricular subjects. I compare representation of this topic in three English textbooks
used at the Primary-school level.

Practical part deals with possibilities and ways of teaching Realia, festivals and traditions
of English speaking countries at the Primary-school level. It describes the activities which
can help teacher to promote communication, establish positive classroom environment,
support learners” motivation and increase their knowledge. It evaluates and compares the

results of questionnaire research with my hypothesis.

Key words: Primary-school level, English teachers, Framework Educational Programme
(FEP), competences, basic skills, festivals and traditions of English speaking countries,
textbooks, worksheets, activities
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INTRODUCTION

The topic of my Diploma thesis is connected with the branch I am studying, “Teaching at
the Primary-school level®, and with English language which I am professionally interested in.
I have chosen the topic “Festivals and traditions of English speaking countries at teaching at

the Primary-school level.*

The aim is to verify that knowledge of Realia and culture is desirable for pupils as early as

they enter Primary school and this topic can be used for developing the four skills as well.

In Theoretical part | explore the origin of individual festivals and traditions, the Framework
Educational Programme, competences and Cross-curricular subjects. | focus on three
Textbooks and Workbooks. | compare the possibilities of teaching festivals, traditions and

grammar at the same time using these books.

In Practical part | describe activities for developing grammar and expanding knowledge of
culture of English speaking countries. | wanted to find out if culture is taught in other schools
of my region and which extra material is used by other teachers. The wider opinion is expressed
in the results of my questionnaire which I received from twenty-seven respondents who work

as Primary school teachers in my region.
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THEORETICAL PART

1 THE ORIGIN OF HALLOWEEN, CHRISTMAS,
ST. VALENTINE’'S DAY AND EASTER

1.1 Halloween

Most people have no idea, how old the roots of some festivals are. Some of the festivals that
we celebrate nowadays and some traditions we keep stem from old pagan roots. Halloween is
celebrated in the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and other countries of the world. I deal with the UK and the USA, because Primary-

school pupils know especially these countries.

| have decided to start with Halloween, because it is the first festival celebrated in the school
year. We know this festival as Halloween or All Hallows” Eve. "Hallow” is the expression for
holy ones, or saints. “Eve‘ means the evening before. So Halloween is the evening before All

Holy Ones Day or All Saints Day, the 1 November.

The origin of the Halloween traditions goes back hundreds of years to the Celtic Calendar
and old Celtic traditions. As we know, the Celts were closely linked with the nature and they
were able to predict a lot from it. In the fifth century, B.C. in Celtic Ireland, summer officially
ended on the 31% October. A new year began with the festival called “Samhain®. It celebrated
the end of summer, which was the warm and sunny part of the year, and the beginning of winter.
“Samhain‘ was the most important festival of the year because it started a new calendar year,
which began on the 1% November. On “Samhain Eve* the Celts put out all fires. That was a
symbol of the “old years’s death®. The Celts believed that the night before had been the most
magic night of the year. New fires were lit up the next day as a welcome to a “young, new
year®. The spirits of all those who had died on that year would come back to search for living
bodies in which to live. In order to frighten away these spirits, the Celts used to dress up as
frightening ghosts and witches to scare them away. This time was horrible and at the same time

amazing for the Celts. (Keltské svatky, 2013, [online]).
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In Irish mythology this time was supposed to be very dangerous because the Deity and ghosts
of dead people used to come from the Underworld and they sometimes destroyed people’s lives.

The same belief and idea have been kept up to now.

As Christianity expanded round Europe, a lot of folk festivals were put down. However,
some of those just a little adapted to Christian religion have been kept up to now. Halloween is
more popular nowadays not only in the USA and the UK but also in other countries of the
world. It is attractive especially for children. (Cunliffe, 2009, p. 191).

1.2 Christmas

The name “Christmas“comes from ,,Christ’s Mass*. However, it used to be notable pagan
festival celebrating winter solstice. On the 21 December the night is the longest. Then it is
getting shorter.

The Christians have been celebrating this festival since the fourth century AD. Christian
Christmas is said to have been celebrated in the time of winter solstice in order to be counter-
balance to pagan celebrations that were kept in many cultures. (Hrabakova, 2014, p. 27).

Christian Christmas has its roots in the biblical story of the Jesus Christ’s birth. This event
has been celebrated till nowadays. Church assigned the 25" December to the day of Jesus
Christ’s birth. (Vecerkova, 2015, p. 394).

1.3 St Valentine’s Day

There are several theories about the origin of Saint Valentine’s Day. Some believe that this
festival is celebrated to commemorate the anniversary of Valentine’s death which probably

occured around AD 270.

Others claim that the Christian church decided to christianize the pagan celebration of

Lupercalia — an ancient pagan festival held each year in Rome on the 15" February.

One of the legends of Saint Valentine says, that he was a priest serving during the third century

in Rome. Young men were not allowed to get married, because the Emperor Claudius Il needed

12



them as soldiers. Valentine, however, married young people in secret. When Claudius

discovered that, he sent him to prison and to death.

Another story tells about imprisoned Valentine who fell in love with a young girl, possibly
his jailor’s daughter, who visited him during his confinement. Before his death he should have
written her a letter signed "From your Valentine’. This expression is still used today. (History
of St Valentine’s Day, 2019, [online]).

Saint Valentine is also said to be a bishop who, being imprisoned, restored a blind jailor’s
daughter’s sight to be able to get married her sweetheart. That is why Valentine is considered
as patron saint of sweethearts.

At the end of the fifth century Pope Gelasius declared the 14" February Saint Valentine’s
Day.

1.4 Easter

Easter is one of the major Christian festivals of the year. However, Easter in the UK has its
beginnings long before the arrival of Christianity. Many theologians believe Easter itself is
named after the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn and spring — Eostre. (Easter in the UK, 2007,

[online]).

Easter is the oldest Christian festival. It celebrates Jesus Christ’s resurrection. It is also
festival of the life’s revival in the time of the end of winter and beginning of spring. (Vecerkova,
2015, p. 122).

The date of Easter changes every year. It has been based on combination of solar and lunar
calendar system. Easter comes the first Sunday after the first spring full moon. If the full moon
comes on Sunday, then we celebrate Easter one week later. So this festival can be celebrated
between the 22" March and the 25" April. (Hrabakova, 2014, p. 11).

Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter. It celebrates the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem.
Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter. It commemorates the last Supper of Jesus and
his disciples. Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus. The name comes from

“God* rather than “good®. Easter Sunday is the day for celebrating Jesus’s rising from the dead.

13



Easter Monday is a bank holiday in the UK, as is Good Friday. (Festivals and Special Days in
Britain, 2009, p. 5).

14



2 HALLOWEEN, CHRISTMAS, SAINT VALENTINE'S DAY
AND EASTER CUSTOMS IN THE UK AND THE USA

2.1 Halloween in the UK and the USA

This festival comes on the last day of October, the evening before All Souls Day. It is
celebrated in English speaking countries as well as in lots of other countries throughout the
world including our country. In the 1840s this tradition was brought to the USA by immigrants
from Ireland. In the UK it is also favourite tradition, especially for children, but it is not a public

holiday.

On this evening children, and some adults as well, wear costumes as ghosts, witches,
skeletons, vampires and other creatures. They want to be scary. People can buy these costumes
in the shops, but children sometimes make them themselves at school or at home. It is a great
fun to have parties. People decorate their houses outside and inside with scary masks and
pumpkin lanterns, candles, plastic bats and cats. Some people hide plastic spiders somewhere
in the room. It is an unpleasant surprise for the visitors. Pumpkin lanterns shall frighten ghost
and witches. People like to carve them as scary faces, they put candles inside, lit them and then

put these lanterns outside the house or by the window.

Refreshment at the parties is funny. Children help their parents to make pizzas and
sandwiches in the shape of various scary creatures. People prepare lots of other pumpkin meals

as pie, soup, curry.

In the USA and the UK there is the custom to play “trick or treat“. It means that children visit
their neighbours” homes and ask for sweets. These chidren are called “Trick or Treaters®. They
ask “Trick or Treat?*“. Most people have a big bowl of sweets ready. If the children are not
given any sweets, they might play a trick, such as scattering flour over the doorstep or they

squirt fake ink on the neighbour.

People play games at the parties, such as “Apple bobbing“or ,,Apples on strings®. That means

to pick up apples from a bowl of water or from a string using only teeth, not hands.
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2.2 Christmas in the UK

Christmas celebrates the birth of Christ. In the UK and the USA the most important day for
young children is 25" December. Christmas is the time when a large number of customs are

observed by most families.

Advent is not widely celebrated in the UK, although in the church calendar Advent is the
official start of the run up to Christmas. There are two traditions: the Advent calendar and the
Advent candle. Nowadays the Advent calendar is usually a thin rectangular card with twenty-
four or twenty-five doors. Behind each door there is a Christmas scene. The most popular ones
have a chocolate behind each door. The Advent candle often has twenty-five marks on it, one
mark for each day. Some people have twenty-four candles, one for each night from the 1%
December through Christmas Eve. One candle is lit on the 1%t December, then a new one is
added each day for the twenty-four day period. Nowadays it is more common to have four
candles for the four weeks before Christmas. Advent candles are lit in many churches, schools
and homes. The final central candle lit on Christmas Day is often on a hanging decoration

known as an “Advent Crown*

The British people love decorating their houses. Very popular are mistletoe and holly.
November and December are the months of Christmas shopping. People buy presents for their

relatives, especially for children and for their friends. In December they send Christmas cards.

Christmas Eve comes on the 24" December. However, in the UK less emphasis is put on this
day than in other countries. Christmas day and Boxing Day are more important. Many people
and families enjoy carol singing, midnight church services and going out to the pub this night.
This night is very exciting time for young children, because it is the time when “Santa“ (in the
USA) or “Father Christmas®“ (in the UK) comes. Children hang up their stockings and go to
sleep. In the morning when they wake up they open their stocking presents. Many families tell
their children stories about Father Christmas and his reindeer. There is a tradition to put out a
plate of carrots for the reindeer and minced pies and sherry for Father Christmas. Parents put
presents under the Christmas tree at night while their children are sleeping. “Tree* first occured
at British court in 1840 when German Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband let it bring and

decorate.

Christmas Day comes on 25" December. During Queen Victoria's reign Christmas became

a time for gifts giving and a special season for children. They get their presents just on that day.
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In the morning they find them in Christmas stockings and later during the day around the

Christmas tree.

The dinner on Christmas Day at lunchtime is the most important meal of the year. The British
usually have roast turkey and roast potatoes with lots of vegetables as brussels sprouts, carrots,
peas, and of course Christmas pudding which is made a long time before Christmas. This special
pudding contains lots of dried fruit, eggs, suet, flour, almonds, raisins and brandy. It is
customary to pour brandy over pudding and then set it alight. Another food associated with
Christmas is Christmas cake, a heavy fruit cake with layer of marzipan and a layer of white

icing. (Holidays and special occasions, 2009, p. 212).

There is also an old custom of stirring a coin into the pudding to bring wealth, work or a
wedding to those who look for it. During the meal people enjoy a lot of fun with Christmas
crackers which are short cardboard tubes wrapped in colourful paper. There is normally a
hacker next to each plate on the table. When the crackers are pulled they make a sound as a
“bang*. Inside each cracker there is a colourful party hat which looks like a crown, a toy and a
festive joke. Most families do not miss the Queen’s Christmas message, because it is normally
the only time in the year when the monarch speaks directly to the people on television.

(Holidays and Special Occasions, 2009, p. 212).

Music and carols are also popular. One of them “Good King Wenceslas* was written in the
time of Victorian Britain. Its story is based on the legend about the king of Bohemia. Carols

are sung at churches, schools and at concerts. (Ladytova, 1995, p. 10).

Boxing Day takes place on the 26" December and is only celebrated in a few other countries
connected to the UK such as Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. In earlier times
the postmen, milkmen, newspaper boys used to get a small sum of money which they collected
in their Christmas boxes. Boxing Day is above all the day of relax nowadays. People play cards,
chess or they just watch television. Many families visit performances of pantomime on this day.
Pantomime is now primarily a children’s entertainment show, in the theatre. It is based on
traditional children’s stories such as “Sleeping Beauty* or “Cinderella“. It is now a very popular
family entertainment because the audience has to cooperate with the performers. They join in
singing, making tricks, they can warn the hero. (Christmas Traditions and Customs, 2019,

[online]).
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New Year’s Eve is the last day of the year. It is also known as "Saint Sylvester Day” or
‘Silvester” or the "Feast of Saint Sylvester” which is the day of the feast of Pope Sylvester I,
who served as Pope the Western Church from 314 to 335.

In Scotland they call this festival Hogmanay. People get together, they eat, drink and dance.
They like watching fireworks, which is the sign of the new year’s coming. The Scottish song
"Auld Lang Syne” which they sing at midnight joining their hands was translated in other

languages. (Holidays and Special Occasions, 2009, p. 212).

The celebrations generally go on past midnight into New Year’'s Day, probably the most
celebrated public holiday. Many people make New Year’s resolutions and call one another.

New Year’s Day is a bank holiday in the UK.

2.3 Christmas and New Year in the USA

The USA has many different traditions because people of different races and religions live
there. These people spend Christmas in various ways.

Christmas trees can be seen in gardens and living rooms as early as at the beginning of
December and they can be bought everywhere. Christmas atmosphere is created by thousands
of electric lights. They are used to decorate people’s houses on the outside. They make glittering
colored gables, paths and streets. Some people decorate the roofs of their houses and their

gardens with models of Santa Claus and his sledge, reindeer or snowmen.

Families with young children visit “Santa“ in the department stores. People bake cookies and

send Christmas cards.

On Christmas Eve many people go to church. Children hang up stockings and prepare some

food for Santa Claus who always comes at night on the 24" December when people are asleep.

On Christmas Day, the 25" December in the morning children find the presents under the
tree. Families get together for a Christmas meal. It is often turkey, however, some people like

roast beef or fish.

On New Year’'s Eve many people go out to the streets in towns and cities. For example in
New York people gather in Times Square. Each year the crowds are bigger and bigger. There
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are many forms of street entertainment organized to amuse people who want to celebrate the

arrival of the New Year which is connected with fireworks, parties and special events.

New Year's Day, the first day of a new year is a public holiday. It is a day of recovery from
celebrations the previous night for some people. Other enjoy watching parades or playing
special football games. Many people make new year resolutions. These are promises to
themselves to change bad habits, to improve something in their own lives such as stop smoking,
drinking alcohol and as a consequence to make their lifestyle healthier.

2.4 Saint Valentine's Day

It comes on 14" February and is more observed in the USA than in the UK. Nowadays people
all over the world traditionally exchange messages of love and affection. Although most of

them do not know the story, they wish each other love, happiness and good luck.

In the UK people send an anonymous card to the person they would like to be their girlfriend

or boyfriend. (Festivals and Special Days in Britain, 2009, p. 5).

Every year many people travel to the village of Gretna Green on Scotland’s border with
England to get married. In the past, people under the age of twenty-one could get married there
without permission from their parents. It is still a tiny and romantic place. ( Holidays and
Special Occasions, 2009, p. 215).

In the USA people also send cards to their friends, teachers and caregivers to tell them how

much they appreciate them. (Holidays and Special Days in the USA, 2009, p. 5).

Saint Valentine's Day is in the USA also time of sending little gifts, candies packed in red
heart-shaped boxes and of course flowers. American children like this day. They send many
valentines which they buy or make themselves at home or at school. In schools there are special
Valentine boxes for the cards. Many people have parties. They decorate their rooms as well as
refreshments with red colour. Sometimes a King and Queen of Hearts or a Miss Valentine are

chosen.
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2.5 Easter

Easter is less important than Christmas in the UK. Good Friday and Easter Monday are bank
holidays. It is four-day weekend so a lot of people go away on holiday. Over Easter schools in

the UK close for two weeks.

On Palm Sunday in the UK church-goers are given small crosses made of palm leaves to
mark the occasion and decorate the church. People also carry palm branches made as crosses

or garlands in parades.

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter and commemorates the last Supper of Jesus
and his disciples. The Queen takes part in the Ceremony of the Royal Maundy, which dates
back to Edward the 1%, Deserving senior citizen, one man and one woman for each year of the
sovereign’s age, chosen for having done service to their community receive ceremonial red and

white purses which contain coins made especially for the occasion.

On Good Friday, some people think that it was once called “God’s Friday* or “Holy Friday*,
there is a tradition of eating Hot Cross Buns. They are small, ligtly sweet yeast buns containing

raisins or currants. There is a cross of sugar icing on the top.

In the UK and the USA children decorate eggs. Eggs are a symbol of spring and new life.
Nowadays people give each other eggs made of chocolate, usually hollow and filled with
sweets. Cadbury Creme Eggs are an important part of the celebration. Children look forward to
a basket full of sweets. In the UK children hunt for eggs hidden about the home or garden by
the “Easter Bunny*. Children believe that if they are good the “Easter Bunny* will leave eggs

for them.

Families with young children sometimes go egg-rolling on Easter Monday. Real eggs are

rolled against one another or down a hill.

In the USA, Easter is much more serious and religious holiday, focused on celebrating Jesus
rising from the dead. However, children from other religions or atheist do not usually celebrate
Easter. Many Christian children get new clothes. Going to church is very important on Easter

Sunday. On Monday they go to school or work again.

Many English speaking cities have Easter parades. For example in New York City, people

walk down the 5™ Avenue. It is popular to wear a large, decorated hat called “Easter bonnet.
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In the UK women wear special Easter Bonnets decorated with flowers and ribbons. In Battersea

in London there is a special Easter Parade, where hand-made bonnets are shown off.

(Easter in the UK, 2007, [online]).
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3 FESTIVALS AND TRADITIONS AT THE PRIMARY -
SCHOOL LEVEL

3.1 The advantages of using festivals in English lessons

In my opinion pupils should learn about festivals in English speaking countries. Festivals
inform them about traditions and customs in these countries. Children should be given basic
cultural information of these countries when they learn English, and festivals belong to the basic
cultural knowledge. Children are informed about some typical features of living and traditions
in the UK and the USA.

They can obtain new knowledge through a creative activity. It is difficult to sustain children’s
attention for a long time. An informative and interesting English lesson can help us. We should
try to evoke the interest in the foreign language and make positive relation of the children to

this subject in such a way.

It is important for children to see the language they are learning as something normal and
natural. They should see it as something they can use. Learning other things in English will
help children to learn English. (Halliwell, 1992, p. 131).

Learning about festivals and traditions children learn some facts about geography, history,
literature, they can listen, speak, read, write, sing, draw and engage in a lot of other activities.

There are many possibilities how to take advantage of festivals and traditions when teaching
English at Elementary schools.The most important skills, as listening, speaking, reading and
writing, can be developed in an interesting way. Education through dramatization, making
projects, working with a partner or in a group, brainstorming, crosswords, vocabulary games
and watching short videos are attractive forms of learning for children.Young learners are

almost always open to working together and learn from each other.

3.2 The Framework Education Program for Elementary Education and

Festivals

We have to follow “The Framework Education Program for Elementary Education® (FEP)

which is a complex document published by Research Institute of Education in 2004. It defines
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the education for all types of Elementary Schools. It limits the ways of elementary education
through “The Key Competences”. Dealing with the Festivals we can develop “The Key

Competences* as:

= Learning competences — the pupil is able to process information

= Problem-solving competences — the pupil is able to find and solve problems in his own

= way

= Communication competences — the pupil is able to listen to others and respect their
ideas

= Social and personal competences — the pupil is able to take a role in a group

= Working competences — the pupil knows about the working process

The teacher should always choose the right and suitable materials for gaining each
competence. According to FEP speaking and listening must be developed at teaching foreign
language. ( FEP, 2007).

These two skills are developed by children as early as they start learning English. It is also
possible to do that in all the “Cross-curricular subjects which are a compulsory part of

elementary education.

3.3 The Cross-curricular subjects and Festivals in English Speaking

Countries

We can fulfill the tasks using festivals of English Speaking Countries as learning materials.
I would like to describe in short the tasks of the individual subjects, and possibilities of usage

of festivals in teaching English.

In the field of *“ Social and Personal Education” we should develop creativity, originality,
children should bring their ideas into reality. We should make better interpersonal relationships,

improve communication, cooperation, problem solving and train decision-making skills. (FEP)

Children like making Christmas cards, Valentines greeting cards, Easter cards, party
invitation cards. They can work individually or with a partner. They can make posters or prepare
performances in groups. During these activities they have to communicate, help each other,

realise their ideas.
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“Democratic Citizenship“ has interdisciplinary and multicultural character. The active

listening ability is deepened.

In this sphere we can develop listening as well as reading and understanding texts about

festivals, compare festivals and traditions in English speaking countries with ours.

“Education towards thinking in European global context“ accentuates the European

dimension in education, it promotes global thinking and international understanding.

Children learning English should know about the way of life in the UK and USA. They can
try to find out what is common for all people when it comes to festivals. They can realise some
words and expressions are very similar in Czech and English as people frequently imitate

English and many expressions have already been embedded into our language.

The sphere of “Language and Language Communication® highlights that foreign languages
have practical meaning and importance for education, they are means for use of original
resources in learning about life, European and world culture. The skills acquired in this field

are also necessary for the successful acquisition of knowledge in other areas of education.

Reading interesting stories and articles about customs is undoubtedly very attractive for
children. The more they understand the more fun it brings. That is good motivation for further

language studies which is also fundamental condition for their study abroad.

In the sphere of “Man and his World* the pupils should become acquainted with the life of

children in other countries, with the customs and traditions of European nations.

In English lessons children can compare our festivals and traditions with the ones of English

Speaking Countries.

“Multicultural Education® allows children to get to know diversity of different cultures, their

traditions and values. Multiculturalism is a means of mutual enrichment.

Celebrating Christmas, Easter and other festivals in the UK and the USA differs from how
we celebrate it in the Czech Republic. It is exciting for children to learn something new, for
example games, meals, decorations. Watching videos about celebrating festivals in the streets

of well known cities or family celebrations is a new experience for children.

“Media education® stimulates interest in exchanging information within Europe and European

Union.
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Internet can be an important and interesting source of information for children. They can
learn new vocabulary focused on a certain topic, songs for concrete holidays, make greeting
cards and various decorations. Videos related to the festivals spoken by native speakers can

improve children’s pronunciation.

“ Media Education* encourages to work in the implementation team and creation of media

message. (FEP, 2007).

Children can write short articles for school magazines. Somebody is the head of the group

who coordinates the others. They have to help one another to create a common goal.

3.4 The Four Skills at English Language Teaching

The four language skills are the centre of current practice in English language teaching.
Communicative competence is the main aim of language teaching and learning improved
understanding in social practice as well. Individual skills are also emphasised when doing

activities in daily life, such as watching television or reading a book. (Burns, Siegel, 2018, p. 1).

3.4.1 Listening

As Halliwell says in her book, listening is the skill that children acquire as early as before
they learn to read. If the teacher speaks English as much as possible during lessons, if he or she
uses classroom language, children begin to understand a lot after a very short time and they
begin to use the language, too. It becomes natural for them. (In the next paragraphs | use only

“he* for teacher).

Children are able to understand what was said even if they do not understand the individual

words.We can help them by intonation, gestures and actions or circumstances. (Halliwell,1992,
p. 3).

Halliwell recommends us to encourage children to guess before listening, to encourage them
to listen carefully even if they do not know all used words. They can uderstand the meaning
from context, but we should use pre-listening activities which focus on the key words and

provide motivation. (Haliwell, 1992, p. 15).
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Some listening activities wake the children up, they make them move. It is difficult for the
children to pay attention for a long time, so it is good to motivate them by chants or songs.

Young children are not shy, they like dancing and moving, too.

Other listening activities can calm them down. They make them concentrate. Listening to a
short, interesting story children can learn new words, in this case connected with festivals, and
new grammar structures. Children might watch short videos, because watching together with

listening to the story is easier for them.

Listening to native speakers is very useful too, they can get rid of the Czech accent. It is
useful to reproduce pronunciation, stress and intonation of English. Repeating this activity again
and again helps them to pronounce words, expressions and sentences automatically and

correctly. This activity is connected with the development of speaking.

3.4.2 Speaking

Speaking is probably the most important of the four skills. Children are supposed to have at

least the basic word power.

As Halliwell says, there are a lot of activities for developing communication. They can be
used for any of the four skills but the biggest contribution at the Primary-school level is

probably in the field of spoken interaction among children. (Halliwell, 1992, p. 14).

Children want to communicate and that makes them find some way of expressing themselves.
The language demanded by various speaking activities is unpredictable but it encourages them
to construct the language actively. That is why games are useful and important not only because

of fun, but the fun elements create a desire to communicate. (Halliwell, 1992, p. 4).

Festivals and most traditions are connected with fun and games. Children look forward to
every festival. In my practice | try to motivate children and | see how much they love doing

various activities and games that are not common in our country.

Games provide an oportunity for the real using and processing of the language. Interesting
things and acitivities which are not just language exercises provide children with an occasion

for real language use. (Halliwell, 1992, p. 6).
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“ Playing games is a virtual and natural part of growing up and learning *.

(Lewis, Bedson, 1999, p. 5).

Rhythmic activities are also important. They are connected with movement such as dumping,
clapping or tapping.Young pupils repeat words after the teacher before singing a song, then

they sing a song together with the teacher, later just with the music.

Language games and tongue twisters are very popular with young learners. It helps children

develop their vocabulary, they can practise pronunciation of difficult phrases.

Chants and rhymes are also useful in teaching children where to put stress in spoken
language. Children repeat or just speak together with the teacher, they can clap at the same time,
it helps them to keep the rythm and learn some grammar structures, vocabulary and

pronunciation.

Making dialogues on a certain topic force children to speak and respond. Little children are
not shy. However, later, as they are growing up, they begin to be self-conscious. It is important
they get rid of fear and shyness. Good atmosphere in the classroom can help in this especially
when connected with having fun. When working in pairs it is important to give them enough
time to prepare the dialogue and to encourage them to speak loudly so that the others can hear
and understand well. Some children prefer to write some notes on a piece of paper. They can
also practise dialogues in the form of a game. | will mention it in the chapter concerning

individual activities.

Dramatization is often connected with improvisation. Children can act every day life
situations. They like it because they can move during this activity but this activitiaalso depends

on their level of the language.The use of imagination makes this activity a nice experience.

3.4.3 Reading

In my opinion today s children do not read much, some of them do not read at all. We should
try to make reading appealing again because it is important not only as a part time activity but
also for acquisition of new information. And when learning English it helps adopting new
skills.
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“In many contexts where English is taught, unfortunately, reading is often limited to texts

included in coursebooks that can sometimes seem artificial. “ (Vrastilova, 2018, p. 141).

As Vrastilova says, the texts in coursebooks are probably chosen just to correspond to unit
topics. They can be boring for the children as well as for the teachers. On the other hand literary
texts can be used as early as at the elementary-school level. They are enjoyable, so they can

motivace children and they bring fun the learning process. (Vrastilova, 2018, p. 141).

These texts can deal with festivals and traditions, too. Children are always interested in this
topic. They look forward to it. In a fun way, children learn something about history and culture
of English speaking countries. They develop their vocabulary and grammar.

“ If students discover that what they learn in their everyday lessons is reflected in authentic

texts, they have a greater reason and motivation for learning English.
(Vrastilova, 2018, p. 150).

The interesting legends, stories and also tales should motivate children to further reading.
The teacher can discuss with them the differencies in the culture and tradition of English
speaking countries in comparison to our country. They can use stories as motivation to prepare
dramatization. They come across new vocabulary and grammar structures which improves their

English.

“The literary text promotes the building of awareness of culture of the target language people,
serves to support communication and it is a source of material for the support and development

of reading literacy in this language.
(Vrastilova, 2014, p. 47).

“It develops the personality of the reader and his ability to perceive aesthetic experience
which the text offers, it becomes both a target and a means and it thus becomes a target and a
means of educational process. It combines the language taught with its concrete use in a
meaningful context.This strengthens the motivation for foreign language as a means of

communication.

(Vrastilova, 2014, p. 48).1

! Translated from: VRASTILOVA, Olga (2014). Détskd literatura a ctendi'skd gramotnost v cizim jazyce.
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| like working with the literary text in my lessons. Reading about festivals and traditions in
English speaking countries is very attractive for the children. They are curious to see how the
celebrations work in other countries and that is a great motivation for them. Festivals and
traditions are associated with various legends, stories, tales as well as many songs.This provides
many options for working with the text.

Practising vocabulary — adding words that are written on the board into gaps or guessing
words from context. | prepare comics with empty bubbles and children themselves make a story.
The pictures can help and encourage younger children, they match the words with the pictures.

Understanding the text - pictures help children to guess the topic or think up the title for
individual paragraphs of the text. Little children illustrate the story. I sometimes cut a short
story or a song into parts, paragraphs or sentences and children have to put them in the right
order.

More advanced children answer my questions after reading the text. We discuss the meaning
and the end of the story. Then we think up other titles for the story.

Grammar practising — children underline individual word types as nouns, adjectives, verbs
or prepositions with different colours. We do the same with some grammatical phenomena as
for example There is/are; Present simple or continuous; Plurals; Dates etc.

Before reading any text we learn unknown words by writing them on the board. If the text is
on CD, children listen to it first or I read the text. Then we read together. Later children read
individually.

I like working with texts very much because the ideas children come up with are sometimes
very interesting and it is nice to see the development through imagination, fantasy and
creativity.

3.4.4 Writing

Children are supposed to be able to write in Czech. Writing in English can be quite difficult,
but it is important they find the connection between the written and the spoken word.

The children should be always encouraged. If the teacher is very strict and corrects every
single mistake of spelling or grammar and written work is full of corrections, it can be
demotivating for the child. (Halliwell, 1992, p. 13).

On the other hand, teaching writing is important because it prepares the pupils for life in an
interconnected world which requires writing for various purposes. (Burns, Siegel, 2018, p. 193).

Dealing with the traditions we try to provide children with interesting information. | think

understanding the meaning of the text and a nice experience is more important than speaking
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and writing without mistakes. English lessons dealing with festivals and traditions can be
attractive also for pupils with less knowledge of English or pupils with learning difficulties . If
they do not write correctly but their written work is meaningful and to the point we should
consider it satisfactory and we should praise them accordingly. Their written text can be full of
spelling mistakes. When they read it in front of the others and the other children understand
what has been said, that is good, the spelling mistakes are not visible at this point. This can be
enjoyable lesson for these pupils as well. They experience the feeling of success which
motivates and encourages them for further learning.

Small children start with copying words, adding missings letters, later they construct short
sentences.

Children like learning the alphabet. They learn individual letters, their pronunciation. They
like singing alphabet songs. It is enjoyable work for most children. Soon they can spell their
names and we play a word game called “Hangman* on the board with other words.

Later they practise writing with grammar exercises, greeting cards, invitation cards, short

letters or messages, etc.
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4 FESTIVALS IN ENGLISH TEXTBOOKS

| think there is not enough material related to festivals and traditions in the UK and the USA

in the Pupil’s books and Workbooks.

Due to the topic of my Diploma thesis I analysed several Pupil’s books and in some of them
| did not find any mention of this topic. One of my questions in my research was Is there enough
material related to festivals in Pupil’s books you are using? Almost one third of respondents

answered Rather not.

On the other hand it is no problem to prepare this material from other sources, Pupil s books
of other publishers, and the Internet. The teacher can make a lot of material himself. In every
school there are computers, interactive boards, maybe not in every classroom, but it is possible
to use them at least once a week. Teachers can also use worksheets, flashcards, videos. They

can prepare a nice lesson even without computer technology and technical equipment.

I would like to compare the Pupil’s books and Workbooks which are mostly used by the
teachers of our region. Children like colours, the book has to be attractive for them. It should
contain nice pictures, all activities developing the four skills, chants, songs, games. | focused

on the topic of festivals and traditions.
What interested me?

1) Is the book colourful?

2) Is it well arranged?

3) Are there nice pictures?

4) Are there activities developing listening?
5) Are there activities developing speaking?
6) Are there activities developing reading?
7) Are there activities developing writing?
8) Are there any chants or songs?

9) Isthere any photocopiable material?

10) Is there any material connected with the festivals?

31



4.1 Chatterbox (2006)

1) The Pupil’s book is colourful. There is a picture of a dog on the cover. It is Pluto, the hero
of the book.

2) There is content of the book devided into twelve units, containing page, topic and vocabulary,

skills and functions. There are Revision time and Project time in four Units.

3) There are a lot of pictures, comics and photos in Project time, there are even stickers for

picture dictionary in the book.

4) Listening can be developed in every lesson, there are interactive exercises and songs, there

is listening to every comic.

5) Activities as Listen, point and say; Draw and say; Play and say; Ask and answer, and others

develop speaking.

6) Reading starts to be developed in the sixth unit in the activity Listen, read and match. There
are reading activites as Read, join and say — just short sentences with verbs to be and to have
got. In the twelfth unit there are already short paragraphs about children giving their personal
information. Some reading activities are also in the workbook such as classroom language,

choosing right expressions and matching sentences to the pictures.

7) Writing is developed in the Workbook. First as copying, wordsearch and completing short

sentences. There is also a wordsnake and a crossword.
8) There is a song in every lesson.
9) It is possible to copy Picture dictionary from the Pupils book.

10) There is material related to the festivals — Halloween, Christmas and Easter.

Halloween

In the Pupil s book there is an activity focused on listening and a song. There are instructions
how to make a Halloween card. In the Workbook there is a picture to colour related to

Halloween.
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Christmas

In the Pupil’s book there is a photo of Christmas tree, children shall find stars, presents and
balls. This activity is supplemented by listening as well as the song “We wish you a merry
Christmas®. There is also an activity which says in English how to make a snowflake
supplemented by pictures. In the Workbook we can use a worksheet with the task. Childen shall
draw a Christmas tree, it is related to the activity in the Pupil’s book. There are pictures of
British Christmas, children shall colour them, they can speak about it with the teacher.

Easter

In the Pupil’s book there is an activity connected with listening, reading and matching, A
song and instructions how to make a rabbit mask. At the activity in the Workbook children

work with numbers and colours in labyrinth.

| do not teach using Chatterbox any more, but | take some copiable material from it,
especially material connected with festivals. It is suitable for children at the age between eight
and ten. They can develop listening, speaking, reading and they can sing, draw, work with paper

and develop their creativity.

4.2 Chit Chat (2002)

1) The Pupil’s book is colourful. There are bugs on the cover, who together with Superstars,

are heroes of the book. Superstars are young people.

2) There is a content of twelve units and Syllabus with the description of main structure and

vocabulary.

3) The book is full of colour pictures and photos, some of them are very funny.

4) Listening is developed in every unit by listening activities, songs and comics.

5) There are o lot of ideas showing how to make a simple dialogue and play a game.

6) Children can listen and read vocabulary, comics, dialogues. There are also simple reading

activities with closed questions, children circle the right answers.
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7) Writing is practised by matching, completing sentences, crosswords. There are four Revision
lessons — Review A, B, C and D. Children revise vocabulary, word order, verbs to be and have
got, they answer simple questions dealing with personal information. Quizzes are also attractive

for them.
8) Songs in every lesson are good for practising grammar structures.

9) In the Activity book there is Certificate. It is posssible to copy it on colour paper, fill it in
and to seal it in foil. In Teacher’s book there are lots of copiable material as Reading, Listening,

Writing tests, Minitest to every unit, Picture dictionaries and other pictures.

10) Extra topics are Alphabet rap, Days and months, Halloween, Christmas and Easter.

Halloween

In Pupil s book there is a chant about scary things, “Trick or treating* game instructions and
a nice comic. Children can listen and read it and then make dramatization. There is nothing

connected with Halloween in Activity book.

Christmas

In Pupil’s book there is a story about Father Christmas and children made of dialogues.
Every dialogue is complete with a picture and children can also listen to the story. There are
instructions how to make a funny Christmas cards and a simple song. Activities in Workbook
are teaching children Christmas food vocabulary and children shall compare food in our country

and in Britain.

Easter

There is a song. Childen can read, listen and sing it. They can make an Easter card according
to the instructions and pictures in the next activity. There is nothing connected with Easter in
Workbook.
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4.3 Start with Click New 1 (2007)

1) The textbook is colourful.

2 Content “map of the book* devided into seven themes contains vocabulary and grammar

summary. Miniportfolio occurs regularly and checks the progress.

3) There are colour illustrations and photos. The heroes of the book are children and computer

mouse Click. The instructions are in Czech as well as in English.

4) Listening is developed in every unit. Children can download listenings from the publisher’s

website.
5) There are topics for discussion.
6) Reading texts are short, there are also dialogues.

7) In Workbook there are writing activities as copying, words completing, sentence completing

with cues.
8) There are some songs.
9) Copiable material is on publisher’s websites.

10) There is material connected only with Christmas.

Christmas

There are four pages in Pupil’s book and Workbook as well devoted to Christmas with
possibilies of developing the four skills as Listen, point and say and Listen point and repeat
and Listen, then write in your notebook expanding Christmas vocabulary. Reading activity is
connected with Father Christmas and comparing the important dates and day names in Czech
and in English. Traditions comparing is in Czech. There are also two Christmas songs

supplemented with vocabulary and pictures.

In Workbook there is picture dictionary, reading activity connected with drawing — Christmas
tree decorating and colouring Christmas presents according to the instructions, Pupil’s

miniportfolio as a Quiz. Writing is developed by writing words under the pictures and writing
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Christmas card which is already prepared, matching the dates and the names of the days in

Britain and comparing Christmas food in Britain and in our country.

4.4 Start with Click New 2 (2008)

Pupil s book and Workbook have the same design and are arranged in the same way as Click

1. The only material connected with festivals and traditions is Easter.

Easter

There are four pages in Pupil s book and Workbook devoted to Easter, especially vocabulary
and comparing traditions. Listening and speaking is developed in activities Listen, point and
repeat; Look and say and Listen and point the right egg, children can learn and sing “Easter
Bunny’s chant* and play memory game. Grammar is developed, prepositions and structure
There is/are using nice pictures. There is a note in Czech about traditions in Britain and our

country.

Unit called Easter egg hunt contains a lot of activities as crosswod, wordsearch, colouring a
picture according to the instructions, vocabulary and completing sentences with the new words.
There is a game of hiding eggs in the pictures for working in pairs. Writing and grammar is

developed in the activity Colour the eggs and describe them.

4.5 Comparing the Pupil’s books and Workbooks

Is the Pupil’s book colourful?

| like all the textbooks and I think Chit Chat’s design is the most attractive for children.
Is it well arranged

All the textbooks include well-arranged content.

Are there pictures, photos and heroes?
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All the textbooks are full of pictures and photos. Hero of Chatterbox is dog Pluto. In Chit Chat
there are bugs and group of children. Click 1 and 2 include heroes as well, they are computer

mouse Click and children.

Listening, speaking, reading and writing activities are developed adequately to the age and

level of children.

Chants and songs

There are more chants and songs in Chatterbox and Chit Chat than in Click. On the other hand,

there are more units in Click.

Copiable material

We can copy directly from Chatterbox Workbook, there is a Picture dictionary. Tests can be
copied from Teacher’s book. This is possible in Chit Chat as well. Click’s material can be

downloaded from publisher’s websites.

Festivals and traditions

Halloween, Christmas and Easter are in both Chatterbox and in Chit Chat. There is Christmas
in Click 1 and Easter in Click 2.
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PRACTICAL PART

5 FESTIVALS AND TRADITIONS IN ENGLISH LESSONS
AT THE PRIMARY- SCHOOL LEVEL

As Phillips says, the term young learners involves children from five to twelve years of age,
which are considered the pupils of Primary-school level. But not only the age of the children is
important, but also their maturity, which is influenced by their sex, environment, culture and
family’s background. (Phillips, 1993, p. 3).

Children in the third class are eight or nine years old. Some of them started to learn English
as early as in the first class as the afterschool activity. These children have already got some
vocabulary, maybe not just vocabulary connected with festivals. They are enthusiastic and
they want to learn English especially if they are taught in a funny way. But they are not able to
focus on learning for a long time. They need activities as singing, dancing, playing games,
movement, competitions. All their senses should be engaged. Good motivation is necessary for
keeping their attention. At the lessons focused on festivals | come to the classroom with
something what arouse their attention. Frequent changes of activities help them, too. Their

curiosity is stimulated.

In my opinion and the opinion of twenty-seven percent of respondents in the research | have
done, there is lack of material dealing with festivals and traditions of English speaking countries
in Pupil’s books being used at the Primary-school, eighty-five percent of respondents use the
Internet to search for supplementary material, but only eighteen percent of teachers use
educational or motivational videos. | know that direct contact of the teacher with the pupils is
the most important, but | know from my practice that it is possible to combine activities with
suitable videos. The children learn all four skills without knowing that they are learning. | do
not use them for all activities, but for motivation and especially for children to listen to
pronunciation of native speakers. All activities have the intercultural, linguistic and general
education aids. | look for videos on You Tube, but that is possible not all of them are available

now.
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5.1 Halloween

This festival is very popular by nowadays’children. They do not mind that we consider this
festival more or less commercial one. Little children just like monsters and scary stories. These
children are too young to learn and understand the whole history. The history of Halloween can
be explained to them in a very simple way, by watching cartoon stories with explanation in
Czech. They can learn vocabulary, the Alphabet, numbers, colours and greetings. Children in
the fourth or fifth class can also practise grammar in the texts and understanding the texts

connected with Halloween. All children at the Primary-school level can develop the four skills.

5.1.1 Listening

Listening can be developed by songs and chants, eventually by simple comics or stories. In my
opinion there is not much material dealing with the festivals in textbooks at the Primary-school
level. Therefore | use videos from the Internet dealing with Halloween and other festivals to
make the lessons more enjoyable. Children can watch and listen to them. In several minutes
they learn new words and they can pronounce them well. The videos are funny and children

like them.

Listenings to CDs which belong to Pupil’s books are also good. They are spoken by native
speakers, men, women and children. Children are willing to repeat loudly, they are not shy and
do not mind mistakes in pronunciation, but on the other hand they imitate the right

pronunciation and accent very well.

Children in the fourth and fifth class can pay attention for a longer time, but they still need
motivation and changing activities. They are already able to work in a group, to listen to each
other and to learn from one another. Their vocabulary is more expanded than it was in the third

class. They are already able to construct short sentences and ask simple questions.

Activity 1
Task: Drawing dictation

Aim: The pupil will develope and practise vocabulary
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Integrated skills: Listening, speaking, reading

Aids: A chant (written and on a CD)
Time: 15 minutes

Age: 8 — 9 years

Source: Chit Chat 1 - Pupil s book

Little children can not write, but they like drawing. After they learnt vocabulary connected
with Halloween 1 test their knowledge with drawing dictation. | read a Halloween chant very
slowly. Their task is to draw all things connected with Halloween as a spider, a witch’s hat, a
pumpkin face, a vampire bat, a ghost and a monster. Then they listen to the chant on CD to
check their ideas. Finally children say the chant with me and CD, they watch the text, so they
connect the activities of listening, speaking and reading.

Children in the fourth or fifth class already know lots of words connected with Halloween,
but they have to repeat them. These children can just start with listening a chant or a song, they

can write the words. So they practise listening and writing skills.
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Activity 2
Task: Comic
Aim: Pupils at the age of 8 — 9 listen, watch and read
Pupils at the age of 10 - 12 listen to a story and guess what has happened

Integrated skills: Listening, speaking, reading, writing

Aids: Text in the Pupil’s book and CD listening
A copy of comic with empty bubbles
Time: 10 minutes for children in the third class
15 minutes for children in the fourth and fifth class

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: Chit Chat Pupil’s book
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Children in the third class first only listen to the comic. They try to guess what it is about.
Then they open their books and listen to the comic following the text. They had prepared the
vocabulary before this activity. Finally they can play simple drama themselves.

Children in the fourth and fifth class get worksheets, the comic with “empty* bubbles. They
listen and fill in the bubbles. It can be interesting for children to fill in the bubbles without

listening and they develop their fantasy. Finally they can compare their ideas.

5.1.2 Speaking

Speaking is maybe the most important skill of the four skills. At first it is necessary to develop
children’s vocabulary as fast as possible. Using classroom language is very important. Children
understand that after a very short time and they try to use it themselves. Fortunately little
children are not shy. They repeat spoken words, imitate pronunciation, stress and accent well.
Their memory is excellent. Children at the Primary-school level are enthusiastic, spontaneous,
they like working in pairs, making dialogues. For better motivation we can make dialogues
funny and enjoyable. Later we start with dramatization. Children like it because they are

allowed to improvise. Their creativity, fantasy and imagination are developed.

“Language teaching should be concerned with real life. But it would be a great pity if we
were so concerned to promote reality in the classroom that we forgot that reality for children

includes imagination and fantasy.” (Halliwell, 1992, p. 7).

Activity 1
Task: Dialogue
Aim: Pupils speak to one another on a certain topic

Integrated skills: Speaking, developing vocabulary (feelings), grammar (verbs, adjectives)

Aids: A song Five little pumpkins
Cards with the adjectives (happy, grumpy, sleepy, sad)

Worksheets
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Time: 15— 20 minutes
Age: 9-10years
Source: Song from You Tube

Worksheets from ISL collective

7 Five Little Pumpkins 7
Ong kttle pumplon smyling smiling
Orne kttle pumplon smifing smiling
Ore Mttle pumplon smling smuling,
Ore kttle pusphon is happy

e

Two littie pumphkins poutieg pouteeg
Two littie pumpkins poutieg pouting
Two little pumpkins pouting pouting.
Two little pumpkins are grumpy = -

Three ttle pumphing yowning yowning,
Three kttle pumplong yomrang yowning,
Three httle pumploss yomresg yowning,
Three kttle pumplors ere sleepy = - s

Four Mtle pumplsss cryveg erying

Four httle pumphirs crywg crying - -
Four kttle pumplors cryweg crying.

Four kttle pumpkers are sod.

Five little pumpking loughing kughing

Free little pumpking loughing kaughing

Free little pumphing loughung leughing - - Gwe
Feve little pumplins are playing

. v ——— - g - 9s “—ve " @ T pod

We start with motivation. The verbs are written on the board in one column. Children learn
them using facial expression. Then | write the second column, the adjectives, but not in the right
order. Children try to match them with the verbs. The song is quite easy now. Teacher can sing

with children without using video.

Now we can start making dialogues. For younger children | write cues on the board. How

are you today?; I am...and what about you?; I am...
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Children at the age of ten can already speak about Halloween. But first everyone get a card
with one adjective. Nobody else knows the feelings of the others. They prepare a dialogue with

mimics or gestures. It is funny to guess how chidren are feeling.

Activity 2
Task: Let me introduce myself

Integrated skills: Speaking, listening

Aim: The pupil introduces himself as a monster (a vampire, a ghost, a witch, a dragon, a

werewolf, etc)
Aids: Cues on the board
Listening from a book - monsters
Time: It depends on how many children speak
Age: 11 — 12 years
Source: My own activity, listening CD - (Kucera, 2012)

This activity depends on vocabulary and speaking skills of children. First they listen to
descriptions of monsters, they can make notes. Then everyone chooses a monster and speaks

about monster’s appearance, its likes and dislikes. The others guess, which monster it is.

Activity 3
Task: Continuous speaking

Integrated skills: Writing, speaking, picture description

Aim: The pupils draw a picture of a monster and then speak about it
The pupils develop vocabulary of body parts, numbers and colours, verb have got

Aids: A piece of paper, crayons
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Time: It depends on the number of pupils
Age: 10 — 12 years
Source: My own activity

They can prepare themselves for this activity at home. One child speaks, the others listen to
carefully. Then | ask questions to check how carefully they listened to. Children try to guess

which monster it is.

Children enjoy being a teacher and dictate their descriptions to the others as a drawing

dictation.

Activity 4
Task: Dramatization — “Trick or treating"

Integrated skills: Speaking

Aim: The pupils are showing off a scene of “Trick or treating™
Aids: Masks, baskets

Time: 10 - 15 minutes

Age: 8 — 10 years

Source: My own activity

First | play the person in the house, | am standing behind the board. Children come to me
individually, in pairs or in groups, as they like. They have to say the phrases which are used by

“trick or treating“. Then I give them some sweets.

Activity 5
Task: Apple bobbing, apples on strings

Integrated skills: Speaking, listening

45



Aim: Pupils do an enjoyable activity with the instructions in English, they experience one of
Halloween traditions in the UK,

Aids: Apples, strings, plastic wash-basin, a short video (not necessary)

Time: 40 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: Windows on Britain — Halloween

It is possible to do this activity with all children at the Primary-school level. First they watch
a short video on DVD as a motivation or | explain them the activity. They repeat Halloween
vocabulary. Later they can make invitation cards for Halloween party. Then they play Apple
bobbing and Apples on strings. Children love this activity. It can be done at any party. We put
water into a wash-basin. Then children one by one put their apple into water, it floats. The task
is to take out the apple only by teeth without help of their hands. The same they do with the
apples on strings, they try to grab the apple by teeth without the help of their hands.

Activity 6

Task: Discussion in a circle

Integrated skills: Speaking

Aim: The pupil is able to express his own opinion

Aids: A place in the classroom to make a circle of chairs, worksheets
Time: 10 — 30 minutes (it depends on the age of children)

Aqge: 10 — 12 years

Source: Common activity

At the end of October when children already know someting about the history of
Halloween, we discuss it. | prepare worksheets, all of them with one questions. Every child
takes one and thinks about the question and makes notes on it. Then we discuss all questions,

one by one says his opinion. We agree or not.

46



My questions:

Do you celebrate Halloween?; Do you like this festival?; Are there any differencies in
celebrating Halloween in our country and in the UK or the USA?; What do you know about
the history?; What mask do you like?; Have you seen any film about Halloween?; Is
Halloween suitable for little children?; Is it similar to any of our festivals or traditions?; Do

you know All Soul’s Day?; Do you believe in ghosts?; Do you make pumpkin lanterns?

5.1.3 Reading

Reading is very important skill, too. It is rather difficult for little children. But as their
vocabulary is expanding, it becomes easier. They need a lot of practice. The more they know,
the more attractive it is for them. Most children are curious, they want to learn. If they are
offered an interesting topic and they are allowed to work with a dictionary, they try to read. It
is important to show them, how to work with the dictionary. But it is necessary for them to
know the alphabet. | normally start with the alphabet and spelling. They should also know,
why reading is so important for their future and that can bring them a lot of good experience

and fun.

In the third class they can read very simple sentences and short texts. Later they read short
tales and they like it. We have to make sure they understand what they are reading. So we ask
them questions. There are some texts in Pupil s books, after reading the texts, children decide
if the statements under the text are true or false. At Halloween time the text can be connected
with this festival and traditions or scary stories. | have not found a lot of such texts in the

Pupil’s books. So I look up them in magazines or on the Internet.

| like to play with the language, but for little children it is difficult. So first we play with the

letters. | teach children to spelling the words.
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Activity 1

Task: Wordsearch

Integrated skills: Reading, writing

Aim: The pupil finds words connected with Halloween in the Wordsearch
Aids: Worksheets, flashcards

Time: 10 minutes

Age: 8 — 9 years

Source: ISL collective

Halloween 1 Word Search
(Name )
Write the words next to the pictures below and find them.,
‘ ™
Y C (0] S T u M E
W M o) S T E R
C K K W I T C H
A N R M N Y C I
T Y G H (0] S i X
D \ A M P I R E
S K E L E T (0] N
K L H M u M M Y
(. J/
(7 et — —)
(NS O N
[@GHOST JECAT )

{ Free-Flashcards-Download. com s

First I write all the words on the blackboard in block letters. Children spell them. | show them
flashcards.We match the pictures to the words. Then they get worksheets. They write Czech

equivalents to the words. Finally they find the words in the wordsearch.



Activity 2
Task: Halloween bingo

Integrated skills: Reading, speaking

Aim: The pupil reads the words clearly
Aids: Worksheets with bingo pictures

Time: 10 minutes

Age: 8 — 10 years

Source: ISL collective

A HALLOUSEEN

@ =&  BINGO GAWME

s,«ﬂ‘_
a
A~ 4

__apumpkin\. /| ablackcat. /| abat .

8 —- A -
272 Ay
IS
\‘éf A
!rick or treat”
an owl a spider a broom
a cauldron a skull a mummy a monster a pirate

@ F B &

agrave a ghost _ascarecrow | candies

j, ','I;._

Children choose and tick for example four words. The teacher says slowly the words. When
a child hears the ticked word, it has to circle it. He, whose words have been circled first, is the

winner.



They children take turn in saying the words. Later they can use worksheets without written

words, only with pictures.

Activity 3
Task: Hangman

Integrated skills: Reading, speaking

Aim: The pupil spells the words connected with Halloween
Aids: Cards with the words, blackboard

Time: 15 minutes

Age: 912 years

Source: Common activity

Every child gets a card with the word connected with Halloween as a pumpkin, a ghost, a
witch, a vampire, a bat, a wolf, Halloween etc. One child goes to the blackboard and draws so
many dashes as there are letters in the word on the card. Other children guess the letters. They
have to spell in English. He who can guess the word, continues at the blackboard.

Children in the fourth or fifth class do not get the cards, they already know the words, but

they can practise spelling. This activity is favourite with all children at the end of English lesson.
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Activity 4
Task: Halloween traditions

Integrated skills: Reading with undestanding

Aim: Pupil understands and adds the title to every paragraph
Aids: Worksheets

Time: 30 minutes

Age: 10— 12 years

Source: ISL collective

This activity can be done in the fourth and fifth class, it depends on children. The unknown
words are written on the blackboard. The titles of paragraphs must be deleted. Children in the
fourth class do not need to translate the text perfectly. They try to guess what is each paragraph
about.
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Children in the fifth class try to read the text. Words on the blackboard help them, They can
use the dictionary. Then they think about the title for each paragraph.

Activity 5
Task: Happy Halloween

Integrated skills: Reading, understanding the text, writing

Aim: Pupil reads the text, fill in the gaps, answers the questions
Aids: Worksheets

Time: 30 minutes

Age: 11 — 12 years

Source: ISL collective

HAPPY HALLOWEEN | @

On October 31st, (the night before Al ~v), American, Scottish and
Irish people celebrate Halloween ("Hall ts”, “eve” = “"evening” = "the
night before"): they dress up as witch ts, have parties, tell ghost
stories and play games.

Halloween is the second biggest celebration in America after Christmas.
Every year Americans spend more than $2.5 billion on sweets, cards,
costumes and decorations. More than 66 % of houses are decorated.

Halloween was originally a Celtic festival called “Samhain” celebrating the
New Year. Celts believed that the dead came back to the world on that day.
So people wore costumes like witches and ghosts. Today, Irish and Scottish
children dress up for Halloween, visit houses and sing a song or tell a joke. If
they don't get sweets, they play a Trick

Irish and Scottish i g took F to A . American
started celebrating Halloween in the 1950s.

NMOCABULARY :
- All Saints’ Day = la Toussaint

- to dress up = se déguiser
- a witch (pl. witches) = une sorciére

- to wear, wore. worn = porter un vEétement
- a song = une chanson

- to play a trick = jouer un (mauwvais) tour
QUESTIONS:
1. Whenis 2 When is All Saints’ Day?

2. What is the origin of
@Brazilian

@Celtic

®American

3. What do the Irish icans and Scots do for 2

4. When Amer.
DI want to clea house

®Do you want + song with me?

®Give me some sweets or I do something terrible

ildren say “trick or treat”, they mean:

Children who already know something about Halloween get worksheets. Their task is to
read the text and fill in the gaps with the words written below the text. They they answer the

questions.
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Activity 6

Task: Halloween quiz

Integrated skills: Reading

Aim: Pupil reads the statements and makes the right choice
Aids: Worksheets

Time: 10 — 15 minutes

Age: 10— 12 years

Source: ISL collective

(,"VAF" small creature
<V (2> that catches
NI

look like mice with wings.

a) bats g

b) rats

<) owls V

A woman with evil
magic powers.
a) witch

Al o) Werewolf
g'_; b) Dracula
10 demand sweets. ()
a) trick or treat 2
b) apple bobbing
) strolling

b) goblin
€) zombie

Children read carefully the short descriptions and choose the right from three possibilities. It

is also interesting for children to listen to these descriptions and just answer in writing or orally.

The quiz is prepared as a test with questions and more answer possibilities. Similar tests are

in grammar workbooks.
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5.1.4 Writing

Writing is very difficult but necessary skill. It should be practised as often as possible.
Children in the third class start with copying short words, adding missing letters, writing short
experessions, phrases and sentences. It is possible to make this work more enjoyable by using
word games. In the fourth and fifth class children already write short texts. When they are able
to use verbs to be and to have got they can make simple sentences and write short dictations.
At Halloween time it can be related to this festival or its traditions.

Activity 1

Task: Halloween words
Integrated skills: Writing

Aim: The pupil copies the words
Aids: Worksheets

Time: 10 minutes

Age: 8 — 9 years

Source: ISL collective

A ghost A pumpkin

A haunted house A skeleton
p

A monster A vampire

First children read the words, they can spell them, as well. Then they copy them. Later they
can try fill in the missing letters and finally write as a dictation. We can prepare anagrams.

Children unscrambles the words and writes them. They can make anagrams themselves.
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Activity 2

Task: Playing with letters

Integrated skills: Writing

Aim: Pupil constructs words or expressions
Aids: Letters on the lid sof pet bottles
Time: 10 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: My own activity

| have prepared several sets of letters written on the lids of pet bottles. Children work in
groups. | say words connected with Halloween and children build them from letters. We have
got groups of blue, yellow, green and orange lids. | write point to the group, which first build
the word, but I check, if it is written correctly. The group, which has got most points, is the
winner. | choose the words according to the age of children. | sometimes play a song and then

| ask questions to the song or | say a riddle. Children write the answer with the letters on lids.

Activity 3

Task: Brainstorming

Integrated skills: Writing

Aim: Pupil writes the words related to a certain topic
Aids: Small pieces of paper

Time: 10 — 15 minutes

Aqge: 10 — 12 years

Source: Common activity

| say monsters. Children write as many names of monsters as they know, they all are nouns

every word on one piece of paper. Then | ask What can the monster do? Children write verbs.
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Then everybody has two piles of words. Two children go to the blackboard. One child says
noun on the top of its pile, the other says verb. They make short sentences, which are sometimes

a funny.

Activity 4

Task: Halloween invitation card

Integrated skills: Writing

Aim: The pupil writes party invitation card
Aids: Coloured papers, crayons, scissors, glue
Time: 20 minutes

Aqge: 8 — 12 years

Source: Common activity

Children like making greeting cards, so this time they make invitation card for Halloween
party. They write as much as they are able to, but normally | write some cues on the blackboard.
First we speak about this cards, what must be written there. They can use their fantasy when

they decorate the card.

Activity 5

Task: A happy monster

Integrated skills: Writing

Aim: The pupil describes the picture in writing
Aids: The picture

Time: 15 minutes

Age: 10 — 12 years
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Source: Common activity

Children get a picture and they write few sentences to describe it.

Activity 6

Task: Completing sentences

Integrated skills: Reading, writing

Aim: The pupil differentiates structure There is/are and verb to be

Aids: Worksheets
Time: 12 minutes
Aqge: 10 — 12 years

Source: ISL collective

Thereis
Used with singular nouns.
i.e.: There is @ cup on the table.

There are
Used with plural nouns
i.e.: There are many eggs in the nest.

They are

THEY pronoun + TO BE verb (often followed by adjectives or verbs)
i.e.; Theyaremy friends. Theyare happy.  They are jumping.

Fill in the blanks using there is, there are or they are.

a haunted house on

many bats in the sky.

a catin the jack-o-lantern,

the hill.
a) Thereis a) Thereis /l" « a) Thereis
b) There are b) There are = B b) There are
<) Theyare c) Theyare ¢) Theyare
“Ilike brains, delicious!” a witch on a broom. making a scarecrow.
a) Thereis a) Thereis a) Thereis
b) Thereare ¢ b) There are b) There are
<) Theyare c) Theyare ¢) Theyare
a ghost in front of the three
tombstone.
a) Thereis a) a) Thereis ad
b) There are b) b) Thereare A5
c) They are <) ¢) Theyare &
two vampires at the a spider on the web. dancing.
party. »
¥ 4 L W
a) Thereis o) Thereis g X g
a) Thereis b) There are xf\ b) There are
b) There are & ¢ Theyare c) Theyare ’
c) Theyare
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There are twelve incomplete sentences with pictures related to Halloween. Children
complete them with structure there is/are or verb to be. The pictures help them to decide,

what is right.

5.2 Christmas

Christmas is the most popular festival with children. They look forward to it very much. In
December they are already impatient, they do not concentrate enough. But they still have to
learn. We can take advantage of their desires and practice the four skills in the text and

activities connected with Christmas.

5.2.1 Listening

As well as at Halloween it is possible to connect developing all skills with Christmas topic.
There are good interactive activities on the websites of British council and a lot of songs on

You Tube which can be motivation for preparing English lessons.

Videos with Steve and Maggie are very favourite with children. They are funny and
children will expand their vocabulary. They can watch Christmas stories and understand
Christmas traditions in English speaking countries. Children like singing two typical songs:

Jingle Bells and Rudolph, the red nosed reindeer.

5.2.2 Speaking

Activity 1

Task: Song: Jingle Bells

Aim: Pupil will learn well known Christmas song

Integrated skills: Speaking, reading, singing

Aids: Worksheets with lyrics, CD

Time: 10 - 15 minutes
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Age: 8 — 12 years
Source: Common activity

Children learn key words, they read the lyrics, translate it with teacher and then they sing. It
IS nice to have some instrument as Maracas or instruments they have made themselves. As
motivation we can ask them if they like sledging and if they know the story of red nosed reindeer
Rudolph.

Activity 2
Task: Guess what present | got
Aim: Pupil is able to ask questions and answer

Integrated skills: Speaking, grammar: asking questions

Aids: No aids, eventually a piece of paper and a pen
Time: 10 — 20 minutes

Age: 11 — 12 years

Source: Common activity

Children think of a present or draw it on the paper if necessary. Then one child goes to the
board or stands in the middle of a circle. Other children ask questions about the present — Is it
a toy?; Is it for a boy or a girl?; Do you need it for sport or music?; How big is it?, etc. Their

task is to guess what it is.

Little children can ask closed questions and practise short answer.

Activity 3
Task: Guess Christmas tree decorations

Aim: Pupil asks questions and gives short answers

Integrated skills: Speaking, grammar: questions and answers
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Aids: Christmas decorations — baubles, tinsel, a bell, a star, Christmas card, etc. and a scarf to
cover children’s eyes

Time: Up to 10 minutes

Age: 8 — 10 years

Source: Common activity

We play Kim’s game first. Children learn the words. They we cover eyes of a volunteer and
other children give him various decorations. This child shall quess which decoration it is.

Children have to ask questions and volunteer has to answer the whole sentence.

Activity 4
Task: Describing a picture
Aim: Pupil describes a picture related to Christmas

Integrated skills: Speaking, grammar: short sentences

Aids: Colour pictures, a piece of paper
Time: 20 minutes

Age: 8 —12 years

Source: Common activity

Children of the third class say what they can see and are able to say it in English, just words.
Children of the fourth and fifth class can use the structure There is/are or I can see...in the
picture. Then children sit in a circle and discuss Christmas with teacher. They can make
dialogues in pairs and develop speaking with the help of teacher. He can write some sentences

on the board.
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5.2.3 Reading

Activity 1

Task: Wordsearch; Picture dictionary

Aim: Pupil finds out words related to Christmas
Integrated skills: Reading, writing

Aids: Wordsearch worksheets, paper, crayons
Time: 10 minutes

Aqge: 8 — 10 years

Source: Wordsearch maker on Internet

Teacher can make his own wordsearch on the Internet. Children have to find the words in the

wordsearch, they write them and draw pictures to each word, so they make a picture dictionary.
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Activity 2
Task: Read, look, answer
Aim: Pupil reads and understands

Integrated skills: Reading, grammar: Present continuous, structure There is/are, prepositions

Aids: Worksheets
Time: 15 minutes
Age: 12 years

Source: ISL collective

'Read, Look, Answer (7): Xmas

Name: ___

They are outdoors.

They aren’t having fun. True/false

The tree is in the living room. True/false

Santa is laughing.
It’s early afternoon.

There is smoke coming out of the window. True/false
Ther t any try

Santa isn’t wearing mittens. True/false

There are three presents. True/false

There are four pictures with several sentences to each of them. Children have to read the

sentences, look at the picture and decide if the statements are true or false. Finally they can
discuss the pictures and colour them.

Activity 3
Task: Welcome Christmas

Aim: Pupil reads the text and answers the questions
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Integrated skills: Reading, writing, grammar: present simple and continuous

Aids: Worksheets
Time: 15 — 20 minutes
Age: 12 years of age
Source: ISL collective

~Christmas 1 &

A. Read the text and answer the questions.

8

Hi! T am Ricky, and I'm telling you the history and
traditions of Christmas. Christmas is always celebrated
in December, the 25". Santa Claus or father Christmas
is the person who gives us presents if we are good. This

Christmas, I'm going to write a wish list, I will eat a
candy-cane, I will decorate my house with lights, the

* Christmas tree, and cards. I always send cards to my
family. They love my cards. I use pictures, greetings
and lots of love for making my cards. Santa is going to

come and he’s going to give me lots of presents because
12am a good boy. That's how I celebrate my Christmas
and what I always do. I love Christmas. Another of the
good things of Christmas is that I go shopping and we
buy things for eating like pudding or cakes. 2

- Why does Ricky like Christmas?

- When do we celebrate Christmas?

-Look at the black words in the text. Are they related to
Christmas? Why? Are these the plans of Ricky for this

3 Look at this picture. Can you describe what are they doing?

Children first look at the black words in the text and decide if they are related to Christmas.
Then they read the text and answer the question. Finally they can describe the picture below.

They should know they have to use present continuous.

Activity 4

Task: Christmas Clockwords
Aim: Pupil knows time in words
Integrated skills: Reading

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 7 — 10 minutes
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Age: 10 — 12 years of age

Source: Book by Francesca Simon “How to survive Christmas Chaos with Horrid Henry*

Children read the time instructions to find out what present is in the stocking. Every number

on the clock is replaced by a letter. But it is necessary to know the time to solve this riddle.
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5.2.4 Writing

Writing is difficult for children so in the advent time | have chosen fun activities only.

Activity 1

Task: Making words from letters
Aim: Pupil practises vocabulary
Integrated skills: Writing

Aids: Board

Time: 10 minutes

Age: 10 — 12 years

Source: Common activity

Teacher writes “Merry Christmas® on the board and asks which words can be made from
individual letters. These can be two school subjects (Maths, Art), verbs (cry), forms of verb to
be.

Activity 2

Task: A Letter to Father Christmas

Aim: Pupil writes a wish letter to Father Christmas and uses a dictionary
Integrated skills: Writing

Aids: Paper, crayons, a pen, an envelope, a dictionary

Time: 20 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: Common activity
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Children get a paper and an envelope. They should be informed that children in English
speaking countries write letters to Father Christmas (in the UK) or Santa Claus (in the USA).
Little children just draw their wish presents and find out the words in a dictionary. More
advanced children write letters in whole sentences. They should be informed how to be polite.
Finally they can guess, whose letters are there according to the wishes, teacher reads the letters,

or they bring the envelopes home to leave them there for Father Christmas

Activity 3
Task: Crafty Christmas Crackers
Aim: Pupil makes a cracker and writes a joke

Integrated skills: Writing, vocabulary, craft

Aids: Loo rolls, strong glue, piece of crepe paper — big enough to wrap around crackers,
cracker “bang" strip, cracker goodies, paper cut-outs to decorate

Time: 40 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: A book by Francesca Simon
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Teacher shows children a cracker and remembers this tradition. It can be seen in video “This
is Britain — Christmas.* The instructions how to make crackers can be given on a worksheets,

or teacher shows and explains children how to do it.

Then children draw and write a simple joke to put it into a cracker. They can use dictionary.

Smaller children just draw something funny.
Activity 4

Task: Christmas tree wordsearch

Aim: Pupil learns vocabulary and solves the quiz
Integrated skills: Reading, writing

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 10 minutes

Aqge: 10 — 12 years
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Source: Book by Francesca Simon

Children look for Christmas Tree decoration words in the wordsearch. The left-over letters
reveal what Horrid Henry puts on the top of Christmas tree. (terminator gladiator). It is
necessary to explain them who Henry is. He is the hero of the book, a little crazy boy who
gives us advice how to survive Christmas. Unknown words as bows, garland, berries, cones
must be written on the board in English and Czech. Children can learn them with the help of

teacher.

Activity 5

Task: A postcard

Aim: Pupil differentiates present simple and present continuous tense
Integrated skills: Writing, reading

Aids: Worksheets
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Time: 7 - 10 minutes
Age: 12 years of age
Source: Help for English

Dear Jamie,

I Christmas with my parents in New York
again. It's wonderful. There are Christmas decorations everywhere. Every year we in

a hotel, but this year we with my father's friends.

I to Christmas songs and to you. The weather is fine.
It's cold and it here.Tonight we to a Broadway show.You that

I theaters! We back home on the 3rd January. | that you
fine.

Love, Jill

Complete with the verbs in the right form of present tense (spend, stay, listen, write, snow, go,

know, love, fly, hope, do).

| have made worksheet from an online test. First | make sure that children know all the verbs.
Then | remember the rule of using simple and continuous tense. They complete the sentences

with the verbs below.

5.3 St Valentine's Day

This festival is not frequently celebrated in our country, but children should know how it is
in English speaking countries. We do not devote much time to it, just one lesson. Children at

the Primary-school level like the legends of Valentines. They are too young to be lovers, so
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they send valentines to their friends. We have a Valentine box for them. Little children make

valetines for their parents or friends.

5.3.1 Listening

Activity

Tast: History of Valentine’s day

Aim: Pupil listens to the story and understands the legend
Integrated skills: Listening

Aids: A simple story

Time: 15 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: Internet

I have chosen one of videos on You Tube which describes the history of St Valentine’s day.
It is provided with subtitles. | have writen the story after the subtitles in a very simple way.
Now | can read it for children. For little children it is necessary to tell the story in Czech. Then

we discuss it.

5.3.2 Speaking

Speaking must be connected with listening. Children expand their vocabulary adequately to

their age.

Activity
Task: Vocabulary connected with love, frienship, family members

Aim: Pupil expands vocabulary
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Integrated skills: Speaking, writing, reading, grammar: questions

Aids: Worksheets
Time: 15 minutes
Age: 8 —12 years
Source: Common activity

Children, adequately to their age, learn vocabulary as family members, boyfriend, girlfriend,
partner, best frond, husband, wife, classmate, schoolmate etc. They get worksheets with the
English words, they can write Czech translations. Then they can practice grammar by asking
Are you my friend? Have you got a sister?, etc.

They can make dialogues, sit in a circle and discuss. Teacher can ask Has Tom got any

brother?, etc. Children realize how well they know each other.

5.3.3 Reading

Activity

Task: Valentine's Day Surprise

Aim: Pupil practises vocabulary and knowledge
Integrated skills: Reading

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 15 minutes

Age: 11 — 12 years

Source: “Holidays and special days in the USA*
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Children have to colour words after the insructions. They practice colour, numbers, animals,
sports, food, clothes but also American states and presidents, which can be difficult for them.
It would be good to use the map of the USA and tell children something about presidents in
the USA and ask who is nowadays” president. So this activitity is connected with learning
Realia as well, but in an enjoyable way. When they finish their work they will see a red heart.

This topic is difficult at the Primary-school level, so | work only with vocabulary nad videos,
which is enjoyable for children.

5.3.4 Writing
Activity 1
Task: Who is who?

Aim: Pupil will know vocabulary — family members
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Integrated skills: Writing
Aids: Worksheets
Time: 10 — 15 minutes

Age: 8 —12 years

Source: “The Giant Walt Disney Word Book*

This book is in fact a picture dictionary. There are nice pictures and English expressions.
There are no Czech ones. Children get copies and they write Czech equivalents and copy

English expressions. They can colour the pictures if the copies are black and white.

Activity 2

Task: Valentines card

Aim: Pupil will write or copy the text adequately to the age
Integrated skills: Writing

Aids: Paper, crayons, a pen, an envelope

Time: 20 minutes
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Age: 8 — 12 years
Source: Common activity

Children like making greeting cards. They can colour them, draw pictures connected with

love. They can write their own text or copy a short text from the board.

Roses are red My mother says, “I love you*
Violets are blue My father, “I love you, t00.*
Sugar is sweet I give them hugs and Kisses,
And so are you. “Because I love them, too.
5.4 Easter

Easter in English speaking countries is an interesting topic for our children because their
traditions differ from ours a lot. So it is interesting to compare them and to experiense some

activities that are new for our young pupils.

5.4.1 Listening

Activity

Task: Easter in Britain

Aim: Pupil will know Easter traditions i nBritain
Integrated skills: Listening

Aids: A short educational video, worksheets
Time: 5 minutes video, 10 minutes discussion
Age: 8 — 12 years of age

Source: “Windows on Britain“ — DVD (You Tube)
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Children watch the video, we can stop it and ask questions. The video is provided with
subtitles. More advanced children get worksheets to compare the traditions. Do children in

Britain paint eggs?; What egg hunt is?; What egg rolling is?, etc.

It is attractive for children to do Easter egg rolling. It is possible at my school because it is

situated on the hill. Other children can try Easter egg hunt in school garden.

5.4.2 Speaking

Children can connect speaking with reading. They can read some interesting text and then
discuss it. We discuss the differencies of Easter traditions in English speaking countries and in
our country. They make dialogues about their plans for Easter holidays. We speak about pets,
especially rabbits. Motivation can be a story about a rabbit.

Activity

Task: My pet

Aim: Pupil will speak about a pet
Integrated skills: Speaking

Aids: No aids

Time: 10 minutes

Aqge: 8 — 10 years

Source: Common activity

Children prepare several sentences about their pets and then everyone speak about his one.

They can sing a song about animals. There are songs in textbooks.

We like song Boom chicka Boom, which is connected with Easter and children practise
verbs. It is popular with all children. I found it on You Tube and learnt it. That is Repeat after

me song.
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5.4.3 Reading

There are many reading activities. At some craft activities children have to read instructions
in English first.

Activity 1

Task: Happy Easter Everyone

Aim: Pupil will match the words to the pictures and find the words in the spinal
Integrated skills: Reading

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 10 — 15 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: ISL collective

HIRERVGERS UERIEVIE RN @ NERIUS

Hi everyone ! My name's Alec , T am 11 years old and I live in Totnes, a small
town in the south west of England with my mum, Jenny, my father Sam and
my sister Sue. I am very happy because today is the beginning of the

Easter holidays, no school for two weeks.Yesssss | Easter is when people
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, in our family, we go to mass on
Palm Sunday, then on Good Friday, we all eat the hot cross buns mum makes
for tea. On Easter Sunday morning we are all going to church for mass.

My uncle, aunt and cousins are coming over for lunch. Mum is a very good cook so we are eating
roast lamb with roast potatoes and peas, and a big Easter cake for desert. In the afternoon ,
if the weather is fine there is an « Easter egg hunt » in our garden. Mum and Dad hide lots of
chocolate eggs, chicks or rabbits. Of course we keep the biggest ones for my little sister and
cousins. Then we go for a walk on Dartmoor to see sheep, cows and ponies there !This year
Easter in right in the middle of the holidays so my cousin John is staying with us for a week. I
really like the Easter holidays : days are getting longer and there are plenty of flowers
everywhere, spring is really blooming and we can play outside!

I.SAYIFITIS TRUEV ORFALSE X II _.ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS
1 The boy speaking is called John. 1 .Where does Alec live 2.

2. He is talking about Christmas .

3. He likes this period. 2. What are his parents’ and sister's names 2.

4. This festival is religious at the origin.

5. Easter is in summer. 3. What is he talking about 2.

6.There are no holidays at that period.

7. They go to church for mass. 4. What do people celebrate originally 2.

8. Easter is always on the same day.

9. People organize Easter egg hunts. 5. What do they do on Easter Sunday morning ?__
10. It is usually a family festival.

11. The weather is always nice at that 6. What do they have for lunch 2.

time of the year.

12. They go to the restaurant. 7. What do they do in the afternoon >

13. Alec is an only child and he has no

cousins.

fI:’-‘ ’“":‘TC” WE)WWD%?’WE PICTURES || 1v FIND THE WORDS IN THE SPIRAL
Chure IS ) 4 ocOo

2. Chocolate egg @ -{ﬁ 5”: Qg, C\:\( =37

3. Bunny !

4. Easter boske.t Q - O ‘

5. Easter eggs -~ &
6. Easter bonne:
7
8
9.

o o O ?;%;O.

. Eaa huntina
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This worksheet can be used for little children and for more advanced ones. The last two
exercises are good for expanding vocabulary of little children and repeating vocabulary for

more advanced ones.

The text is suitable for practising understanding and getting knowledge about Easter

traditions in the UK. There are true or false statements and questions to the text.

Activity 2

Task: Easter

Aim: Pupil reads the text and compares Easter traditions in our country and the UK and USA
Integrated skills: Reading

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 15 minutes

Age: 10 — 12 years

Source: Chit Chat 2, Workbook, p. 64

Children look at the pictures and read the descriptions. Then they complete the text below
with the sentences. They can speak about differencies of Easter traditions in our and English

speaking countries.

We can prepare such a text with missing words and more advanced children complete it.

Activity 3

Task: Easter Egg Hunt

Aim: Pupil reads and learns cardinal point as North, West, South, East
Integrated skills: Reading

Aids: Worksheets, a dictionary
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Time: 20 minutes
Age: 12 years

Source: “Festivals and special days in Britain®

It is an enjoyable quiz. Children expand vocabulary and look for the eggs after the

instructions and they write the position of each egg.

Activity 4

Task: Our Easter

Aim: Pupil will read and answer the questions
Integrated skills: Reading, writing

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 20 minutes
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Aqge: 12 years

Source: ISL collective

OUR EASTER
Hello Friends! My name’s Jack. o
I'm 12 years old and I live

in a small town in the south of
Britain with my mum, dad and
my sister, Emily.

Spring sm»emmarmm.ymmbmmof it. But now,

I would like to tell you what we do in Britain ot Easter.

Easter is in spring and people celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Easter starts on Good Friday in Britain. My mum
makes hot cross buns and we eat them for tea. We usually
have Easter-projects at school. Last year we made colourful
hats, called Easter bonnets. This year we are going to design
a basket full of painted Easter eggs. It will be a great fun!

On Easter Sunday morning we have a big breakfast. After
breakfast we all go to church. When we get home. we give
each other chocolate eggs. (Kids get the biggest ones!) Then
we play ‘Easter egg hunt”. My parents hide some Easter cggs
in the garden and Emily and I look for them. We love playing

it
We have roasted lamb with veggies for lunch.

In the afternoon my cousins, aunts and uncles come over for
tea. We have Easter cupcakes, cakes and delicious tea. After

tea we usually go for a walk together.

I like Easter because it is a great family festival and there is

no school for two weeksl:)

Match the words to the pictures.
4 hot cross buns

11 egg painting .
12 basket a7

,
13 Eo: - =3

Are the statements true (¥). false (=) or doesn't it
say (22

1 Easter is in summer.

2 Easter starts two days before Sunday.

3 Everybody eats hot cross buns on Good Friday in
Britain.

4 Jack's family eats hot cross buns on Good Friday
morning.

5 Children make Easter bonnets this year at school.
6 Jack likes doing Easter projects.

7 Easter egg hunting means that children eat
chocolate egas.

8 Jack gets three chocolate cggs.

9 On Sunday afterncon two cousins come over.

10 Unfortunately. children have to go to school at
Easter in Britain.

Answer the questions.

1 When is Easter?

2 What do people celebrate at Easter?

3 Who gets chocolate eggs in Britain?

4 What are the traditional food at Easter?

5 Why does Jack like Easter?

1 church
T A G
3 spring =

20O S
5 chocolate eag ‘ Lo
6 garden I
7 cupcake % 6 B
8 chick

P
9 bunny ama @ a?/
10 roasted lamb gk, =5 Z )/r %Q
s =

Complete the sentences.

1 This year the Easter project will be a
full of painted eggs.

2 After Jack's family goes to
church,

3 Emily and Jack Easter eggs in

the garden.

4 In the all his family have tea.
5 At Easter no sehool in
Britain.

g‘% = -

What about you? How do you celebrate Easter?
What do you do at Easter? What do you eat?
Do you have Easter holidays in you country?

First we revise vocabulary, there are pictures and words to match. | have to write some words
on the board and explain that some verbs are in past tense. It is better for children at this age to
work together with the teacher. After reading the text they write true or false to the statements,

answer the questions and complete the sentences. Finally they discuss traditions in our country

and in the English speaking countries.

5.4.4 Writing
Activity 1

Task: Easter Wordsearch

Aim: Pupil will know the expressions connected with Easter

Integrated skills: Writing

Aids: Worksheets
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Time: 5 — 10 minutes
Age: 8 — 10 years of age
Source: Common activity

Children look for the words written on the board in the wordsearch. They have to learn their
meaning. They can match them to the pictures. When they find all of them, they write them to

the right pictures.
They can play with the words. Children like playing Hangman.

We spell the words connected with Easter, children write them. They practice the Alphabet and

spelling.

| prepare words with missing letters for practicing.
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Activity 2

Task: Easter Crossword

Aim: Pupil can write the words connected with Easter correctly
Integrated skills: Writing

Aids: Worksheets

Time: 10 - 15 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: ISL collective

}.r ASTER f;@” |
Fill in ‘the crossword and find the hidden words. Qj/

@* !

EI:EI:I:]:I:I:I:] 1

!

The worksheet is a crossword with pictures. Little children must be prepared by other

activites. Children of the fourth or fifth class can repeat vocabulary by this activity.
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Activity 3
Task: Five Minute Easter Activity

Aim: Pupil knows vocabulary connected with Easter

Integrated skills: Writing, vocabulary
Aids: worksheets

Time: 10 minutes

Age: 10— 12 years

Source: ISL collective

@ Minute

Write three words in each Category! Name: Score: >

@% Three Easter Days! ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
‘u Three Easter flowers! ] [ ] [ ] ( ]
%{ Three spring monehst ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
l{ Three Easter foodst ] [ ] [ ] ( ]
a “Three Easter Candies! ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
q Three Easter animaist ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
P oo mrer e ) ( ) ( ) ( )
3 Three Easter Characters ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
@ Three Easter games! ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
w Three Easter symbols ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
=) ()
N I ) ( ) ( J
[ |

JL___I

This is a competition. Children can work individually or in pairs. They have to fill in three
words connected with Easter days, animals, traditions, games, etc. They check their knowlegde.
Children like competing so it is attractive for them at the end of a lesson dealing with Easter.
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Activity 4

Task: Easter card

Aim: Pupil will make and write an Easter card
Integrated skills: Writing, drawing

Aids: Paper, crayons, scissors, glue, a pen
Time: 20 — 25 minutes

Age: 8 — 12 years

Source: Common activity

We have to write the text on the board for little children. Other children know it or one of
them can write it on the board. Children develop their creativity. Some of them make more then

one card in the lesson.

There are many activites we can do to develop the four skills and grammar in an enjoyable
way and we can inform children about festivals and traditions in English speaking countries.

We can change the activities according to individual festivals.

83



6 RESEARCH

My field study is Primary school teaching. |1 work at Primary school of Pecka. | teach Maths

and PE, but mostly English language — in the third, fifth, seventh, eighth and ninth classes.

I have to admit | prefer working with Elementary-school level children. They are obedient
and quiet as well as enthusiastic with a healthy craving to learn new things. They are not shy,
they like playing games and singing and they are eager for knowledge.

I have chosen Festivals and traditions in English Speaking Countries at teaching English
language at Primary-school level. I want to find out whether teachers at Primary schools in our
region use this topic at teaching English grammar, developing the four skills and teaching
Realia of English Speaking Countries.

I sent a questionnaire (see Appendix 3) by email to various schools in my region, altogether
to fifty-six Primary schools, but only twenty-seven respondents filled it in although I informed
them that their answers would be anonymous. There are closed questions, multiple answer
questions (to select one answer from four possible options) and opened questions. | prepared

the questionnaire in Czech so | had to translate all respondents” answers to English.

Questions 1 — 5 are connected with basic information.

1) Are you a man or woman?

Sex
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The major part of teachers are women —only four men, that is 15 % and twenty-three women,

that is 85 %. | was not surprised, not many men want to teach nowadays and that is a pity.

2) What is your age category?

Age of teachers

m21-29
m30-39
m40-49
m50..

Most respondents are between thirty and thirty-nine years old.

3) Your practice lenght of teaching English language is:

Practice lenght

30 and more
8%

21-30

11%

From this graph we can see that there are a few teachers who teach English language more

than 30 years.
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4) Do you work at a fully-organized primary school, school with composite classes or

school at sanatorium ?

Type of school

3%

Most teachers (twenty-four teachers) teach at fully-organized primary schools. | sent my
questionnaire to two schools with composite classes (two teachers) and to one school at

sanatorium (one teacher) and it surprised me that they filled it in.

5) In which class do you teach?

15t + 2"d class 22,2 % 6
only 1% class 3,7% 1
3™ class 51,3% 14
4t class 59,3 % 16
5t class 59,3 % 16
3rd 4 4th 4 5t ¢lass 18,5% 5

It is clear from the table that just one respondent teaches only in the first class.
There are six respondents who teach at the first and second class.
There are five teachers who teach in the third fourth and fifth class.

Most respondents teach in the fourth and fifth class.
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6) Do you consider Realia of English speaking countries important for pupils?

| was very curious about the answers of respondents. One respondent thinks it is good to
inform pupils about countries, their location, capitals, sights, flags. This teacher says that the
rest is taught in Geography and at secondary school. | suppose my questions was formulated
badly, I did not mention festivals and traditions. | thought respondents understood that from the

topic of my Diploma thesis which was written in Introduction.

Are Realia important for pupils ?

4%

M surely
M rather

not

7) If you think so, write why. If you do not think so, please give a reason.
Here are the respondents” ideas:

- Pupils should know the culture of those countries, they may go there in the future.

- For development of general knowledge

- For a better relation to English language

- Reviving teaching, enrichment of teaching, projects

- Motivation to travel, getting to know foreign countries, their culture and architecture

- Advantage at later study

- Pupils should get at least basic information about the country whose language they learn

- Itis important to know not only language but also culture and other Realia typical for
these countries

- Good motivation, it is good to see the differencies and also what we have in common

- Realia belong inseparably to learning foreign languages
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- Itis good to know not only the language but also the way of life and traditions of the
country

- Itis good to be informed as soon as possible, it is interesting for young learners

- Realia are the part of learning language

- Knowledge of the world

- Knowledge of differencies

- | consider important getting to know the country, map, traditions, cities, culture,
symbols of the country — the flag, National anthem. Pupils can better realize why it is
so important to learn foreign languages, they get closer relation to the country, they

make basic idea of the country, they realize what we have in common.

Generally, the teachers are of the same opinion. | agree with them.

8) Do you use map of the world, maps of individual countries or globe?

Using map in English lessons

4%

M always
B sometimes

never

Most teachers use the map. | personally think, that it is important for better orientation, image

of the situation of the country. | use globe as well.
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9) In which class do you start teaching about festivals and traditions of English speaking

countries?

When do you start teaching festivals ?

m1
m2
m3
m4

m5

I have to admit, | was afraid of possible negative answer. Luckily every respondent teaches
this topic. Most of them start in the third class.

10) Which festivals should pupils know and why?

Which festivals should pupils know ?

6 teachers

6 teachers

M Halloween

M Christmas

W Easter

B Thanksgiving day
B St Valentine’s day

¥ Independence day

Only two teachers think the main reason of teaching festivals is history. One teacher wants
children to realize that nothing is matter of course, there is always something to thank for
(Thanksgiving day). The rest — twenty-five teachers believe that it is useful to compare the
festivals, traditions and culture of English speaking countries and of our country. In the graph
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we can see St Valentine’s day is not very popular by teachers. It is commercial matter and in

fact more suitable for later study.

11) Do you compare festivals and traditions of English speaking countries with ours?

Comparing traditions
0%

m Always
B Sometimes

& never

The major part of teachers compare our traditions with ones in English speaking countries.
In the last question | was asking about the reason of teaching festivals in English lessons and
twenty-five respondents considered comparing festival the most important. In this graph we can
see 70 % of respondents, which are nineteen teachers from total amount, always compare

festivals. It is obvious that all teachers do that at least sometimes.

12) How many lessons do you spend by teaching individual festivals?

more

7% How many lessons

Most respondents devote two lessons to individual festivals at teaching English language.
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13) Which textbooks do you use at teaching English language?

TextbOOks Happy House
Chit chat 3%
6%

Chatterbox
18%

I expected more teachers to use Chit Chat, because | am satisfied with this textbook. Project

Starter is mostly used in the fifth class, but there is no material connected with festivals, so |

use materials from other sources when | teach that. It is possible teachers using Project meant

Project 2. However, most respondents of my questionnaire are teachers of the fourth and fifth

class. Most teachers use other sources at teaching English.

14) Which other textbooks do you use?

“Start with Click New* is used by nine teachers. “Happy Street” is used by two teachers as

well as “Bloggers“. There were mentioned other textbooks as “Anglictina 7z4dnd dfina“ and

“Anglic¢tina 1, 2* by one respondent each. There is one respondent who does not use any

Textbook, only own materials. On the other hand one of the respondents uses all textbooks and

teaches individually.
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15) Is there enough material related to festivals and traditions in English speaking

countries in the textbooks?

Is there enough material related to
festivals and tradition in English
speaking countries in the textbooks?

m definitely yes
M Rather yes
= Adequately

H Rather not

Most respondents are satisfied. But quite a lot of respondents, which is 27 % of them think

there are not enough. I think it depends on the textbook.

There is nothing in “Project Starter and there is enough in “Chit Chat* and “Chatterbox“.
“Start with Click New* is different, in the third class children learn about Christmas and in the

fourth class only about Easter.

16) Do you add any other texts from other textbooks or do you use any other material?

Extra materials

100
80
60
40

ol
0

Other textbooks Worksheets Internet
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The major part of respondents, twenty-three teachers use Internet for searching for new
materials. A lot of them, twenty teachers prepares their own worksheets. Seven teachers use
material from other textbooks.

I want to attract pupils so | always look for interesting texts. There are also a lot of activities

on You Tube or British council’s websites. I take advantage of them.

17) Do you make your own worksheets?

Do you make your own worksheets?

m Always
B Sometimes

" Never

Four teachers always use their own worksheets, twenty teachers only sometimes and three

teachers never use their own worksheets.

18) What are sources of extra material you use in English lessons?

Extra materials

M Internet
B Other textbooks

= Own material
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The major part of teachers use Internet at searching for extra material related to festivals and
traditions. One quater of them copy material from other textbooks and only 16 % of the
respondents make their own materials. There is one teacher who obtains it from information of

native speaking friends. Only one respondent uses knowledge of workshops and magazines.

I try to get as much as possible extra material, so | attend workshops, | search in magazines

and websites. | also copy some worksheets from other textbooks.

19) What do you practise at teaching festivals?

It cannot be seen clearly in the graph so | made a table.

Vocabulary 92,3 % 24 teachers
Grammar 53,8 % 14 teachers
Text understanding 84,6 % 22 teachers

Most teachers use festivals for expanding pupil’s vocabulary and developing text

understanding. Only 23 % teachers practice grammar in the text related to festivals.

In the chapter “ Festivals and traditions in English lessons* I am writing about possibilities
of Grammar practising.

20) Do you teach songs related to festivals?

songs

H Definitely yes
M Rather yes
Rather not

B Not important
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Only three teachers of twenty-seven respondents always use songs in English lessons

connected with festivals.

| think it is a pity. We can work with a song as well as with an interesting text. Pupils can
learn vocabulary, understanding and sometimes also grammar structures or phrases. Songs are
very popular with children, they are good motivation and I think children should know some
famous songs related to festivals.

21) Do you use motivation videos?

Using motivation videos

4%

H Always
B Often

Sometimes

H Seldom

m Never
48%

Only one teacher does not use motivation videos. Most teachers use them sometimes.

I think motivation videos can diversify teaching. Children can watch the traditions in short
films spoken by native speakers. They can connect spoken and written language and learn

vocabulary and phrases easily. All children enjoy watching videos and working with them.

22) Which videos are popular with your pupils?
- tales with subtitles

- Super simple songs

- Steve and Maggie

- This is Britain
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- Mr Bean

- Educational videos on You Tube

- animated videos — Peppa pig

- Windows on Britain

- Michael Rosen Pigeon Impossible, Apples and bananas
- videos related to Christmas

- scary videos related to Halloween

- real videos made by users

- videos which belong to textbooks

Almost all teachers sometimes use videos. As | have already written | think videos are useful

at learning English.

23) What else do you use for motivation?

- various games, working in groups

- poems, songs

- pictures

- dialogues

- real objects

- activities and games as bingo, Hangman, Simon said, Show and tell,
- a ball

- memory games

- cards to colour

- pictures
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- brainstorming
- Realia

All extra activities are good for motivation. English lessons should be varied. Children should
use English language in various situations. As we can see from teachers” answers, they really

use a lot of extra activities and they try to motivace children as much as possible.

24) Which cards related to festivals do you make with children?

100,00%

90,00%

80,00%

70,00%

60,00%

50,00%

40,00%

30,00%

20,00%

10,00% I
0,00%

Halloween Christmas St Valentine’s day Easter

Christmas is probably the most popular festival with children. Nowadays, when most people
write emails, it is not so common to send cards and it is a pity. At writing and making cards we

can make nice atmosphere in the classroom.

I do that with children at school. They can develop their creativity. The youngest ones love
making cards. At the same time they have to write some short text so they develop the skill of
writing. On the other hand we are not used to writing Halloween cards in our country. | inform

children about Halloween boxes at schools. They like this idea and we have one in our school.

25) What fun activities related to traditions in English speaking countries do you do with

children?
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- Halloween party

- Easter egg hunt

- Pancake day — baking pancakes

- singing songs

- dramatization

- making Halloween masks

- cooking special meals

- dancing in masks

- Christmas crackers

- dramatization — performance for younger children

A lot of respondents mentioned various wordgames only. All above mentioned activities are

very good because they are connected with children’s experience.

26) Do you engage in a daylong project?

. Always
Project .

Only one respondent always engages in project. | know it depends on the school headmaster. |

was teaching in a school where all classes at Primary-school level engage in daylong Halloween
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project and one lesson is really devoted English language. | think projects are big motivation

for children and it is a pity that some schools do not use them.

27) Which form of teaching do you prefer?

Which form of teaching do you prefer?

4%

B Lockstep + in pairs
M In groups

= Combination of all forms

Lockstep teaching only is nowadays unwanted. It would be boring for children. They need
changing forms and activities. | agree with most teachers who think that the best is to combine
all forms.

28) Do you prepare any performances for your school, parents or public?

Do you prepare any perfomances?

4%

H Definitely
M Rather yes
M Rather not

M Never
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Quite a lot of teachers never prepare a performance. | think performance is good experience
for children to sing, speak and play in front of other people. They have to get rid of stage-fright,
learn something by heart and they experience success.

29) Are parents interested that you provide children with new information related to

festivals and traditions of English speaking countries?

Parents” interest in teaching festivals
and traditions

4% 4%

m Definitely

M Rather yes
Sometimes

M Rather not

M Never

We can see that quite a lot of parents are not interested what their children do and learn at
English lessons. In my region there are more villages than towns and not many people speak
English. A lot of parents cannot help children with English homework so they let this work
completely on teachers. Fortunately children enjoy learning English and getting new

information.

100



30) Do you think Realia and other information related to English speaking countries are

useful and motivating for pupils?

Are Realia and other information useful and
motivating?

H Definitely
M Rather yes

= Rather not

I expected more teachers believe Realia and other facts are useful and motivating for
children, so | was surprised by the answers. Luckily only two teachers answered they do not

consider Realia useful.

I would say Realia are definitely important.

6.1 Research conclusion

Most respondents in my research are women at the age between thirty and thirty-nine. There
are 26 % of teachers older than fifty and only 15 % of teachers younger than thirty.

Most respondents teach at the fourth and fifth class. More than one half of respondents
consider Realia important. They suppose Realia belong inseparably to learning foreign
languages, they especially compare foreign countries” traditions and way of life with our

country.

The map is never used in English lessons by 11 % of respondents. Most teachers start
teaching Realia in the third class.
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Christmas and teaching its traditions is the most favourite festival, on the other hand St

Valentine’s day is not much taught at Primary-school level.

Most teachers search for extra material on the Internet and only few of them prepare their
own worksheets. They use festivals and traditions of English speaking countries for developing
vocabulary, text understanding and sometimes grammar. Only one half of respondents sing with

children in English lessons and use educational videos.

Daylong project is rarely used, only 26 % of teachers do that. Lockstep teaching is ho more

used, most teachers combine it with working in pairs or in groups.

Performances for parents or public are prepared by one of the respondents. Parents are not

much interested in the activities and teaching at Primary-school level.
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CONCLUSION

The aim of my Diploma thesis was to prove that teaching Realia, culture, festivals and
traditions is important for pupils at Primary-school level. Children embrace interesting
information and at the same time they develop listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammar

and text understanding.

Although most respondents of my research consider teaching festivals, traditions, culture and
other facts about English speaking countries important, parents are not much interested in what

their children learn in English lessons.

I wanted to prove that teaching this topic is consistent with Framework Educational
Programme, competences and cross-curricular subjects. | also wanted to prove that dealing with
festivals and traditions pupils can practise grammar. | was surprised how much material

connected with this topic and developing grammar can be found.

I went through three Pupil’s books and Workbooks to see how much material related to this

topic there is. In my opinion it depends on individual textbooks and publishers.

My hypothesis was that not all teachers deal with festivals and traditions of English speaking
countries in their lessons. Due to questionnaire results | verified that real teaching does not
differ from my hypothesis. | wanted to find out how it functions in the teaching process and
reality at schools of my region. The research has shown that using festivals, traditions and
culture at teaching English language is provided by more than 90 % of respondents. They
mostly use this topic at teaching vocabulary and text understanding. Only one half of them teach

grammar using texts connected with festivals and traditions, which | expected.

| hope there are some interesting facts, information and knowledge in my Diploma thesis. |
believe reading it can incite to reflection on importance of teaching Realia, festivals and

traditions and using this topic in English lessons.
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APPENDICES

| wrote questionnaire in Czech, as well as letters to headmasters and English teachers to make

it easier for them.
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Appendix 1 - A letter to the headmaster

V Hradci Kralové, dne 26. 8. 2019
Vazena pani feditelko, vazeny pane fediteli,

jmenuji se Eva Demmerath a jsem studentkou Pedagogické fakulty Univerzity Hradec Kralové

obor Ucitelstvi 1. stupng.

Touto cestou bych Vas chtéla pozadat o pomoc pii vypracovani mé diplomové prace, kterou
pisi na téma Svatky a tradice anglicky mluvicich zemi ve vyuce anglického jazyka na 1. stupni

ZS pod vedenim Mgr. Olgy Vrastilové, M.A. Ph.D. z katedry anglického jazyka a literatury.

Pro ziskani pottebnych informaci bych rada zadala kratky dotaznik uc€itelim anglického jazyka

na Vasi skole.

Timto Vés prosim o svoleni zaddani anonymniho dotazniku ve vSech ro¢nicich 1. stupné,
samoziejmé dle ochoty uliteli. Vysledky dotazniku budou uvetejnény v mé diplomové praci.

Ptipadné dotazy rada zodpovim.
De¢kuji predem za kladné vytizeni mé Zadosti.
S pozdravem Eva Demmerath

Demmerath.E@seznam.cz
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Appendix 2 — A letter to the teachers

V Hradci Kralové dne 26. 8. 2019
Vazena pani ucitelko, vaZeny pane uciteli,

jmenuji se Eva Demmerath a jsem studentkou Pedagogické fakulty Univerzity Hradec Kralové

obor Ugitelstvi 1. stupné.

Touto cestou bych Vas chtéla pozadat o pomoc pii vypracovani mé diplomové prace, kterou
pisi na téma Svatky a tradice anglicky mluvicich zemi ve vyuce anglického jazyka na 1. stupni

ZS pod vedenim Mgr. Olgy Vrastilové, M.A. Ph.D. z katedry anglického jazyka a literatury.

Prosim Vas o vyplnéni anonymniho dotazniku a pfedem dékuji za Vas Cas straveny touto
aktivitou. Vysledky dotazniku budou uvetejnény v mé diplomové praci. Piipadné dotazy rada

zodpovim.
Dé&kuji pfedem za kladné vytizeni mé zadosti.
S pozdravem Eva Demmerath

Demmerath.E@seznam.cz
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Appendix 3 Questionnaire

1. Jste muz
zena
2. Pattite do veékové kategorie 21 — 29
30-39
40 - 49
50 let a vice

3. Vase délka praxe ve vyuce AJ do 5 let

6-10
11-20
21-30

31 a vice let
4. Pracujete v pIné& organizované ZS
v malotiidni ZS
5. Ve kterych ro¢nicich ucite AJ? 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6. Povazujete za diilezité seznamit zaky s realiemi anglicky mluvicich zemi?
Ano
Ne
7. Pokud ano, napiste pro¢. Pokud ne, uved’te diivod.
8. Vyuzivate ve vyuce mapu svéta, mapy jednotlivych zemi ¢i globus?
Ano
Ne

9. Ve kterém ro¢niku zac¢inate zaky seznamovat s tradicemi a svatky anglicky mluvicich zemi?
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10. Kter¢ svatky anglicky mluvicich zemi by podle Vas zaci ur€ité méli znat?
Halloween

Vanoce

Den sv. Valentyna

Velikonoce

Jiné

11. Porovnavate jejich tradice a zpiisob oslav s nasimi?

Vzdy

Nékdy

Nikdy

12. Kolik vyucovacich hodin vyuce jednotlivych svatkt vénujete?
Halloween

Vanoce

Den sv. Valentyna

Velikonoce

Jiné

13. Jaké ucebnice pouzivate ve Vasi skole?

Chit Chat

Chatterbox

Click

Project
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Jiné

Uvedte

14. Jaké jiné ucebnice pouzivate?

15. Obsahuji uc¢ebnice dostatek materialii tykajicich se svatkl a tradic anglicky mluvicich zemi?
Urcité ano

SpiSe ano

SpiSe ne

Urcité ne

16. Doplitujete vyuku texty z jinych ucebnic ¢i jinymi materialy? Napiste.

UcGebnice

Materialy

Internet

Jiné

17. Pripravujete si vlastni pracovni listy?
Vzdy
Nekdy

Nikdy

18. Pokud ano, jaké materialy ¢i jaké zdroje vyuzivate?

19. Co jimi procvicujete?
Slovni zasobu
Gramatické jevy
Porozuméni textu

20. Pracujete i s pisnémi tykajicimi se svatki?
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Rozhodné ano

SpiSe ano

Nevyznamne

SpiSe ne

Rozhodné ne

21. Vyuzivate motivacni videa?
Vzdy

Nékdy

Malokdy

Nikdy

22. Ktera videa jsou u déti oblibena?

23. Co dalsiho pouzivate pro motivaci?

24. Ke kterym svatkiim vyrabite s détmi pranicka?
Halloween

Vanoce

Den sv. Valentyna

Velikonoce

25. Jaké zébavné aktivity oslav svatk v AJ mluvicich zemich s détmi provadite?

26. Zapojujete se s hodinou angli¢tiny do celodenniho projektu tradic?

Ano

Ne

27. Ucite frontalné ¢i pracujete ve dvojicich, skupinach?

Jen frontalné
Frontéln¢ 1 ve dvojicich
Ve skupinach

Vsemi zpusoby
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28. Pripravujete n¢jaka kratka vystoupeni pro ostatni ro¢niky?
Ano
Ne

29. Zajimaji se rodice (dle Vasich zakd) o vyuku anglického jazyka s vyuzitim materiala
tykajicich se svatku a tradic?

Ur¢ité ano
SpiSe ano
Tak napul
SpiSe ne
Viibec ne

30. Domnivate se, Ze redlie a dalsi informace vztahujici se k anglicky mluvicim zemim mohou
byt pro zaky motivujici?

Rozhodné ano
SpiSe ano
Nevyznamné
SpiSe ne

Rozhodné€ ne
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