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Appendix 1: Confirmation letter for research partnership 
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Mawingo 

Zimbabwe 
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gaf* October 2021 

v j - Sir /Madam 

RL^ I tTTtR C>« ( O N M R M * l l ( ) N t O H ( ^ H A P A U l A R A V 1 R O 

I n n lettei confirms th j t Gapa P»uU Raviro a student at C iech University of Lite Science studying 

Matter ' s in International Developinent and Agriculture economics was accommodated by Aquacuiture 

Zimbabwe (AO/) AQZ is a Non&overnmenta l Organisation which works in promoting fish farming in 

Masvingo District She was undertaking her research on Women empowerment through Aquacuiture 

Cooperatives in Masvingo district With the help of 8 A(1Z interns who are studying Animal Science at 

Great Zimbabwe University, she managed to carry out the study in 9 Aquacuiture Cooperatives 

(Sekenende. Dunga/hara . Mugwisi. Mushen|ere. Makota. topora. Chiwariro. Tafara and Oeketa) She 

also conducted the research on non cooperate members, who practice fishing in Lake Mut i r ikwi the 

biggest dam in the district The research commenced on the 11th of October 2021 to 2ith of October 

2021 The student worked with us without any queries AOZ mission is to improve livelihoods It aims in 

promot ing sustainable development and growth of fisheries and aquacuiture activities and to introduce 

rural freshwater aquacuiture in communities as a poverty alleviation measure It also increases rural 

food security incomes and livelihood of poor smallholder farmers m Zimbabwe through Integrated 

Agruu l tu ie Aquacuiture farming systems, water and soil fertility options. Aquacuiture Zimbabwe 

promotes sustainable development and growth of aquacuiture and fisheries programs through both 

intensive and extensive training of farmers. 

Dinywa 
Technical Operations Director 

Yours faithfully. 
For and on behalf of Aquacuiture Zimbabwe 



Appendix 2: Questionnaire 

Section A. Household and characteristics 

Tick relevant box 

1. Gender Male Female 

2. Age range 

3. Highest academic 
qualification 

No school Primary Secondary Tertiary 

4. Marital Status Married Divorced Widow Single 

5. Household size 

Section B. Economic Dimension 

6. Primary Income 

Casual labor Remittance Aquaculture C i v i l Servant Business Other (Specify) 

7.What inspired you to engage in 
the aquaculture production 

Improve my 
finance 

Improve my diet Eager to learn Social community 
pressure 

8.Does Aquaculture cater for all household expenses Yes No 

9.How much do you gain from Aquaculture 
(Profit) U S D 

0-100 101-500 501-1000 1001 and more 

lO.How much do you spent on Aquaculture 
(Expenses) U S D 

0-100 101-500 501-1000 1001 and more 

11 .What is the main 
challenge in the growth of 
your cooperative 

Lack Market Lack of 
leadership 

Lack of 
funding 

Climate 
change 

Lack of support 
from the 
Government 



Section C. Social Dimension 

12.Land ownership Bought my land Inherited the Resettlement 
land 

Rented Community 
land 

13.Can women be leaders in cooperatives Yes No Maybe 

14.Who has the right to make decision in the 
family 

Men Women Both 

15.Who has the right to buy or sell major house 
equipment's 

Men Women Both 

16.Who is responsible for Household Management Men Women Both 

17.Do you agree that your opportunity to participate in decisions about community development has 
increased over the last 3 years Not important indicator 1 -5 very important indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

Section C. Political Dimension 

I8.D0 you think climate change affects aquaculture 
production 

Yes No Maybe 

19.Can you say you have much knowledge on 
climate mitigation strategies 

Yes No Maybe 

20.Do you know any aquaculture polices Yes No 

21.Have you ever been engaged in aquaculture policy making Yes No 

22.Have you ever received training concerning aquaculture Yes No 

23.If yes ,who 
conducted the training 

Government Agencies Conversation 
Agencies 

N G O Private 
agencies 

24.Have you heard about any financial and extension support for 
establishment of cooperatives (from government or N G O ) 

Yes No 



Section D : Perceived constraints for women empowerment in aquaculture 

Rank according to importance. 1 Not important - 5 Very important. 

25 .No access to Land Ownership 1 2 3 4 5 

26.No accees to credit 1 2 3 4 5 

27.Lack of Education 1 2 3 4 5 

28.Marital Status 1 2 3 4 5 

29.Lack of skulls and knowledge 1 2 3 4 5 

30.Lack of Economic Freedom 1 2 3 4 5 

31.Lack of gender equality leadership roles 1 2 3 4 5 

Culture values and norms 1 2 3 4 5 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

http://26.No


Appendix 3. Photo documentation of research data collection 

Author interviewing women at Mugwisi Cooperative 



The Author discussing with male members at Dzingazhara Cooperative 



Hatchery pond at a deserted cooperative (Tafara Cooperative) 



Fish harvesting at Chiwariro cooperative 

Members engaged in Integrated Agriculture Aquaculture (IAA) doing poultry and vegetable 
farming 
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Dzingazhara Cooperative billboard 



The author having a discussion with one of the women in the cooperative 


