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Abstract

The aim of this diploma work is to analyze four abv
with American settings written originally in Yiddis
by the Singer brothers. Two novels concern the itiomng
of Jewish immigrants from Poland or Germany whaaped
to America to avoid racial prosecution by NaziseTiisues
of loss of religion and family, assimilation in thénited
States and feelings of chaos and confusion are @mon
the pervading motifs in these novels. The novets@aced
in their historical context of the mid-2Gcentury. Two other
novels, one by Israel Joshua Singer deals withxaanfiamily
and a son with conflicting affiliations, and finala novel
of by the Nobel laureate, Isaac Bashevis Singencems
an atheist whose Jewish faith is renewed.

Anotace

Naplni této diplomové prace je analyz#yi roman
odehravajicich se v Americe. Tyto romany tr&ingefi
byly pivodré napsany v jazyce jidiS. Dva romany se dotykaji
podminek zidovskych polskyati némeckych pist¢thovalai,
kteri uprchli do Ameriky, aby se vyhnuli rasovému stiha
nacisti. Pronikavymi motivy &chto romai jsou gevazr
ztrata viry a rodiny, asimilace ve Spojenych statagpocit
chaosu a zmateni. Romany jsouaz&ny do historického
kontextu poloviny 20. stoleti. DalSi dva romanydge
napsany Israelem Joshuou Singerem, se potykajhateén
smiSené rodiny a s tématem syna s konfliktnim \ertah
k otci. Posledni roman od laureata Nobelovy cesgpad¢a
Bashevise Singera, se tyka ateisty, jehoz Zidowska je
obnovena.
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Preface

The topic of Judaism is interesting and it has Ibiggory. In fact, we can consider
Judaism the basis of the most widespread religi@twistianity and Islam.

The people who had chosen Judaism did not have d&asg not only

in the Middle Ages but also before and during therd/War Two. Israel Joshua
Singer and Isaac Bashevis Singer are ranked amapmdr people who survived
the Nazi fury. Both brothers enriched the world lidérature and hammered
out the problem of the alienation, loss of the fgnand belief. I. B. Singer,
the Nobel Prize winner, offers the world of dissiion, sorrow but also satire
and humour. The aim of this diploma work is to adince the history of Judaism
which is quite important to know when reading Sirgeworks and then

to analyze four novels describing the destinieshef Jewish immigrants during
the World War Two. Three novels, written by IsaaasBevis, deal with
the religious question and the position of peoplerting a new life. It was

interesting to get to know the fate of the mainrahters.

For the analysis | used primary and secondaryalitee. The complete work
is composed of the introduction, four subdividecapiers of Isaac Bashevis

and Israel Joshua and the conclusive comparison.



1. Introduction

Jewish literature has its specific place in the Aoam literary world and it is
considered the literature written by Jewish immmgsasince 1885. “The field
of Jewish American literature is not restrictedte relatively short, well-defined
period: it extends over two centuries and is opeated, continuing to develop

in interesting and important ways.” (Wirth-Nesh@03: 9)

1.1 Jewish history: an Overview
The Jewish nation has a rich history full of fightsd broils. Even in secular terms

their culture is nescient for many nations. Theali@gment of the Jewish nation
is complicated and passes over a score centurles.Jéwish generations have
influenced society for such a long time and othesogle have studied
to understand their culture, traditions and custdéonscenturies. Universities all

over the world offer courses to learn Hebrew amndsle history, for example.

Between the dominant position of the white majoetyd the marginal
position of peoples of color (having been perceiasdsuch for most
of America’s history), American Jews have no chgatésignated place
on America’s multicultural map which acknowledgéeit difference.
(Wirth-Nesher 2003: 8)

Local proof of the presence of the Jewish peopl®isxample that in Prague
a kosher shop was opened recently. Many Jews areligmus as well as proud
of many things like Hebrew which is kept till thedays.

But the Jewish people have been in exile for twausiand years; they
have lived in hundreds of countries, spoken mamguages and still
kept their old language, Hebrew. They kept theiarAic, later their
Yiddish; they kept their books; they did not foreakeir faith; and after
two thousand years they are going back to Isr&ehger, Burgin 1986:
59)



Paul Spiegel's bookdo jsou Zidé2in original Was ist Koschej?summarizes

most from the life of Jewish ancestors and custonas have survived until

the present. This Jewish author, born in 1937 inrévadorf, moved with his

family after the Crystal Night to Belgium to escappe Nazi horror. He and all
family members were caught and sent to concentrattamps Dachau
and Auschwitz. After the war Spiegel returned whils mother to their native
town. He never thought of leaving to Israel as maewys did after the Holocaust.
In 2000 he became a chairman of the Central Je@aimcil in Germany. Paul
Spiegel died in April 2006.

1.1.1 Abraham and his offspring
Spiegel describes in his bookdo jsou Zidé?in chapter “Why is Israel

so important for Jews?” the first Jewish forefath@braham who lived
approximately in 1900 — 1700 B.C. This importantspa lived in the city of Ur,
which is nowadays somewhere in Iran. His father &atiop with graven images.

People prayed to those graven images because tr@gavto have better lives.

God firstly spoke to Abraham and He gave him a psap that Abraham could

become a founder of a great nation. (Genesis Ehegham had originally doubts

about it because he did not have any children.hédielieved so much in the One
that he and his wife decided to start on the joymigh other like-minded people.

They became nomads and shepherds and travelednaaa- later renamed
to Judea. (Genesis 12.5)

Abraham wanted to succeed in his mission but tk&s no baby. Abraham’s
wife Sarah knew very well what it meant to a mamawe no descendant: shame
and humiliation. She was so devoted to her hushzatdshe allowed him to sleep
with her young and beautiful slave Hagar. In 185C.Bhere was born a baby,
a bastard named Ishmael, who should be forefath®&rats. (Genesis 16.15) This
child was not predetermined to fulfil his destiffjhere had to be another child,;

a child of Sarah and Abraham. Although Abraham was sure about having
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a baby with Sarah, soon after Ishmael's birth $sm@ame pregnant and his son
Isaac was born. (Exodus 20.3) Since that time Adbraknew that God was also
the lord of law of nature. Isaac is called as aosdcforefather of the Jewish
nation. God and Abraham entered an arrangententit Hebrew) in which God
promised to protect Abraham, his family and des&aifspring. In return, God
requested abidance of the commands and inhibitiengave up. To accomplish
the arrangement, Abraham and all men around hdw tircumcised (Genesis
17.10). God was gracious and requested that odregrgtions of boys had to be
circumcised on the eight day after birth.

1.1.2 Jacob and Israel
Another forefather of the Jewish nation, Jacob, bas in 1750 B.C. to Isaac.

Jacob, who later had two wives, fought one nighhvain angel. The angel did
not outsmart Jacob and it later came to light tihat angel was in fact God
or if it was the angel it acted upon God’s requédter that night Jacob changed
his name to Israel. Israel means in Hebrew the wine fought God. (Genesis
32.28) Israel with his two wives had twelve sond ane daughter. Those twelve
sons became forefathers of the twelve Jewish tribage of those twelve sons was
second youngest Joseph; he was intelligent andsbamsl and also father’s
favourite one. That was the reason why his brotieted him and sold him

to a caravan which headed to Egypt. (Genesis 37A%&r that ten brothers

soaked Joseph’s clothes with goat's blood and vibenak to father. (Genesis
37.31) They told Israel that Joseph had been killdthough the youngest son
Benjamin did not agree with the behavior of histheos and wanted to tell father

everything, he was afraid and remained silent.

1.1.3 Joseph
Joseph spent some time in prison but his abilitynterpret pharaoh’s dreams

saved him and he became Grand Vizier. (Genesi¥tHé correctly predicted

seven years of a fasting period that in Mizraimyigreally happened. Egypt
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was saved only because of Joseph. (Genesis 41187 )pdor crops affected
Canaan as well and Joseph’s brothers traveled yptEdfter their atonement,
brothers returned for their father. The pharaoh sagrateful that he allowed
Joseph and his family to stay in one of the besspd Egypt and those ancestors
of the Jewish nation stayed there for more than hioemdred years. (Genesis 47.6)
A new pharaoh brought changes into the society Egyptians started to feel
anger and fear. Israelites became slaves and wkrpthe building of the great
pyramids, sights and cities like Pitom and Ram@esodus 1.8)

1.1.4 Leaving Egypt
The hope for the Israelites appeared in the fornyafng man called Moses.

In that time in Egypt, the pharaoh wanted to killfaist-born sons of Israelites
so his mother tried to save him and put him indtwee basket into the Nile River.
(Exodus 2.3) Moses was found and saved by pharatduighter and he grew

on pharaoh’s court. (Exodus 2.5,6)

1.1.5 Moses

Moses could grow in happiness but one day he salaggptian warder who was
beating a Jew. (Exodus 2.11) Moses could not wttah situation and he killed
the warder. (Exodus 2.14) He had to leave Egyptdamthg his wandering, God
appeared before him and wanted him to lead thesbepgople out of slavery.
(Exodus 3.9) Moses was afraid because he stutearddhe did not want to be
ridiculed, so God gave Moses advice to take highlercAaron too. (Exodus 4.14)
Both men went back to speak with pharaoh but hghed at them. God sent
the Ten Plagues on Egypt. The last plague was #tlatfirst-born sons
of Egyptians died. To avoid the death of Israelitbgddren, Israelites sacrificed
a lamb and with its blood they painted door frarmesthe angel of death only
passed by.
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That last plague of Egypt broke the pharaoh soeheéMloses with the Jewish
slaves go. “Let my people go!” called Moses on pbar That sentence became
later a slogan for every freedom movement. Thatnevealled Pesach
or in English Passover is celebrated up to theepteday. Moses subsequently

fared more than forty years through the Sinai deser

1.1.6 Ten Commandments
On Mount Sinai Moses obtained Ten Commandments] ¢hah, the book which

contained the Jewish laws and basis of Jewish fbeliexodus 20.1) Ten

Commandments are

1 1 am the Lord your God
2 You shall have no other gods before me, you simlmake for yourself
an idol

3 Do not take the name of the Lord in vain

4 Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy

5 Honor your father and mother

6 You shall not kill

7 You shall not commit adultery

8 You shall not steal

9 You shall not bear false witness against yougmaor

10 You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, yoalshot covet anything
that belongs to your neighbor (P6himan, SE0O2)

The Israeli nation was set as a nation with its éwatory, constitution and laws.
It is interesting that the establishment came trua desert in contradistinction
to other nations where the establishment was detrmeland. (Spiegel 2007: 58)
That explains why the Jewish nation remained int@sta religion during
the Diaspora and followed the Torah with its ownvda Their religion had
a universal force which was not dependent on hamledad property.
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1.1.7 Promised Land
After forty years in the desert the Hebrews entéhedr own land. One generation

of refugees died off. It was very important for Gbdcause he did not want
to have a mentality of slaves in a new free socidtgses died in the desert
but once he saw the land of promise. (Deuteronosy)3Twelve tribes were

dispersed and there were different kinds of rif@sally, there was a need to have
one king ruling the whole region. Saul became thst fking of Israelites

in the 11" century B.C. After a great war he was beaten amnaitted suicide.

His follower was David who was known as the autbbpsalms. He conquered
Jerusalem and made it the capital of the empire. Nlessiah, important person
for the Jewish nation, should be descendant of &lineage. (Spiegel 2007: 59)
Although David served God devoutly, he was punisbhedause David pined
for Bathsheba, the wife of one David’s leader. [dayot rid of the leader that he
sent him on a certain death and he slept with Bethes but he committed

an offence against God’s law. (2 Samuel 11.15)

God forgave David’'s son Solomon who also got a jsion to build the Temple
in Jerusalem standing on Temple Mount. (1 Kings-638) Nowadays there are
Muslim sanctuaries or Al-Aksa mosque at this lamatilt became a religious
centre, there were divine services called kohediianmolations. It was the most
famous epoch in Jewish history. After Solomon dibeére was a quarrel among
twelve tribes and finally there originated two kilogns; Israel in the north
and Judea in the south during 930 — 722 B.C. Mamphets warned people
to keep with God and not to sin to avoid the Gguisishment. In 721 Assyrians
attacked Israel and crushed ten of the tribes.

(2 Kings 15.29)

1.1.8 Babylonian captivity
In 598 B.C. Babylonians conquered the kingdom afeduwith both tribes Juda

and Benjamin, and thereby destroyed Solomon’s Tengud dragged away
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the tribes into Babylonian captivity. (2 Kings 22) Before this invasion people
called themselves Hebrews (in Hebréwi which meant “the one, who came

from the other side) and Israelites but after werm, Jew, appeared.

Promised Land was destroyed as the prophet Ezeoadeforetold. Many Jews
turned away from Judaism and became gentiles vatiler continued in rituals
but it lost its worth. Great schools were creataterl in Babylonian cities
Pumbedita, Nehardea and Sura. In those schoolslaihe of Torah were
discussed which later on became a base for thel@aby Talmud with the most
important rules. Persians later conquered Babyloth they allowed the Jews
return to Jerusalem but only a small minority alljueeturned. Most of them

were satisfied with the life in the Diaspora. (JGh85)

1.1.9 A New Temple
A New Temple was built on the place of the Solomsdmit it was smaller. There

was new spiritual centre for the Jews but sincettiexre were two of them - Judea
with its capital Jerusalem and Babylon. It wasidifit situation for home-comers

but it changed in 445 when Nehemiah became theqmtof the land and Ezdras
who read Torah. (Nehemiah 1 -3) He also persuaeled b celebrate the sabbath
of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukot. Many of those feastalso mentioned in novels

of Isaac Bashevis Singer.

1.1.10 Jewish traditions
Pesach (Passover in English) represents a feasliminate the evil or it can

be connected with the phases of the Moon and tlie niwon. It remains
from the exodus from Egyptian slavery. The Jewsodlged to eat azym during
the feast as it is mentioned in the rabbinical BsmdaThe Jews are also forbidden
to posses or to eat food in the fermented categtsy called chamec including
ferment, cereals and alcoholic drinks. The difficydrocedure of cleaning

the dishes led to possessing special pesach diShesday before Pesach there is
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a control of chamec and rests are burnt while gpgakf the special formula.
Pesach itself lasts seven days in Israel and a@ghs$ in dispersion. It is also
interesting that during the feast it is necessarydtink four cups of wine
and to lean on one’s left elbow which represenesdhd fashioned dinner time.
It is astonishing what else has to be done duhigyfeast because Pesach is with
Sabbath the most important. (Slddek 2008: 166, T®te from |. B. Singer’s
EnemiesA Love StoryBefore Passover, Tamara had stocked up on Haggadah
seder trays, matzo covers, skullcaps of all stydesl colors, even candles
and matzo plates.” (Singer 1972: 246) Quote fronB.l.Singer's Meshugah

“l began to doze off and dreamed that it was Passand | was in Warsaw.”
(Singer 1994: 127)

Shavuot (also Shevuot) which means weeks is thendgedeast, the feast
of weeks. In the biblical time it was the feastetehting the end of barley harvest.
In the Temple it was celebrated with dancing nexan altar and other rituals.
The time of Shavuot is associated with the handof/éne Torah on Mount Sinai.
The main habit is to eat milk food and cheesechkeause the Torah is compared
to “milk and honey”. (Sladek 2008: 215, 216) Qufsten I. B. Singer'sEnemies,

A Love Story:*The night before Shevuout, Yadwiga gave birthatalaughter.”
(Singer 1972: 279)

Sukot which means stalls and sheds is the thigtipiage feast. In Israel it was
the feast associated with the end of the fruit éstrvin biblical terms it was
connected with freedom from slavery. The most irtgrdrreligious task is to stay
in suka for seven days of the feast. Suka was|dee pvhere the Jews studied, ate
and slept. The light in suka was decisive. (SI&2{z08: 203)

Judea stayed oppressed for a long time until 383 ®hen Alexander the Great
conquered Persia. (Prophecy in Daniel 11.2-4) Aitho he was a scholar
of Aristotle he allowed Jews to live according k@it belief. As gratitude many
parents gave their sons the name after this guéat The situation was different
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in the Diaspora where the Jews gave their offspniag-Jewish names because
they did not want to differ and it was easily toegs if someone was a Jew
according to the name. Anti-Semitism was danger@lsldren had one extra

name which was not in the passport but it was usé#uke religious sphere.

1.1.11 Alexander the Great
The empire was divided after Alexander's death dbgypt was taken

by Ptolemaios I. who established the dynasty ofleRtaois. That dynasty
tolerated the Jewish way of life. The most cultyratonsiderable Jewish
community in history was in Alexandria. The Jewiskople kept their belief
but they spoke Greek and were more or less assaaiildhe Hebrew Bible was

translated into Greek and Septuaginta became #is dibiblical research.

When the Antioch dynasty came to power, the Jewsdion experienced cruel
times. Antioch Ill. was intolerant to the Jewishnoounity and wanted

to transform Jerusalem into a Greek city. AntiochdsEpifanes was the worst
ruler who occupied the whole city, forbade divirervéces and circumcisions
and all religious schools were closed. He also ldesth the Temple and put
the statue of Zeus on the holiest place. That fisined hatred among
the assimilated and orthodox Jews. Orthodox Jewds Hg Maccabees won
a guerrilla war, they purified the Temple, the wtatof Zeus was torn down
and it was dedicated once again only to one Go@n@kah is the Jewish feast

which reminds of dedication the Temple. (Spieg€l2@®5)

1.1.12 Roman occupation
By the £' century B.C. Judea was a province under Romanmiomiln 37 B.C.

Herod was made a king of Judea. Although he dat &f the Jewish community

they hated him and regarded him as an oppressaheofJews. He rebuilt

the Temple and it was called Herod’'s Temple, alsositered as the Second
Temple. (Spiegel 2007: 66)
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1.1.13 Zealots
In 66 A.D. a group of militant Jews called Zealatsmrted a revolt against

Romans. They were successful and freed Jerusalemobior a long time. In 70
A.D. Romans led by Titus recaptured Jerusalem, Sleeond Temple was
destroyed by fire and only one west wall called MigiWall remained. Zealots
escaped into the fortress Masada and they redistedfew years. The last night
before their defeat they decided to commit collersuicide. That act was called
Kiddush Hashem. Masada was conquered in 73 A.D.Rome won the war.
The Jewish state was scattered, all Jews were a¢haise of Judea and they
escaped into Europe or Africa. Many Jews wrote men@oems and songs

in which Mount Sion became the symbol of Promisadd. (Spiegel 2007: 69)

1.1.14 Last hope for Judaism
When the Second Temple was destroyed during 6978nd.D. Jerusalem was

again completely under command of Romans. Withyevew killed they hoped

that Judaism would disappear forever. Jochanarsbg&gj is recognized as having
saved the religion. Pretending death was the omly 1@ survive so his scholars
took him in a coffin out of the city. Later on hekad the Roman commander
to open religious academy in a small town Javnéherseashore of Judea, which
was under the Roman dominion renamed into Palestloehanan searched
for the best scholars from the whole country amgtioer they discussed religious

texts and renewed the basis of Judaism. (Spie@3:20)

1.2 Jews, Christians and Muslims

1.2.1 Jews
To understand the feud of Christians against Jeedhave to return again into

history. A group of Nazarenes quickly gained thgpamance and they renamed

themselves Christians. In th&" 4entury A.D. Christianity became the national
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religion of Rome and the Roman Empire. Soon aftenisfians claimed that they
were the chosen people, not the Jews, becausednsidered Jesus the Messiah.

It was the main factor of disagreement between them

1.2.2 Christians against Jews
In the case that Jews existed, Christians did navehenough proof

to be the chosen people. Some of the Christiang Wable for the persecution
of the Jews because they wrote about them like tadwmund, obstinate
and merciless people because they did not wantdepa Jesus as the Messiah.
Some gospels described Jews as demonic people lanst-Killers. Christian
lands allowed to Jews to live their way of life.eflews stayed in their own
communities and had their own laws and rules. én18" century great Jewish
villages existed in France and along the Rhine after 1066 when William
the Conqueror subdued England, the Jews entere®ritish Islands as well.
Smaller villages were scattered over the Holy Romarpire. The Church taught
people that Jews were murderers of their own Godisce that time pogroms
started. Also crusades started against the Holyd hahich was under control
of Muslims and that constituted another dangetherJews. Masses of crusaders
went through the Europe with the holy task — tb Milislims and make Jerusalem

under the control of the Catholic Church.

The worst situation was when plague appeared orcdéinénent, many people
died. More of them were Christians than Jews soChestians started to think
that the Jews poisoned the water. The fact was ttletJewish communities
maintained a better hygiene situation. Accordin@kwistian myth Jews murdered
young Christian children and from their blood Jeslsould prepare azym
for the Pesach. The slander circled around thedwarld in 1290 were Jews
driven out of England, and soon afterwards frormEea More than 150 Jewish
villages in Germany were destroyed during 12981482 after the Reconquista

were more than two hundred thousands of Jews weendout of Spain.
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Salvaged Jews fled to Eastern Europe; into Poldnakey, Italy, Holland,
Bulgaria or Yugoslavia. The polish nobility needegwish businessmen
and bankers so after centuries some Jews becamelleexcbusinessmen.
Religious wars among Catholics and Protestantsdrié" century caused another
migration. Polish and Baltic communities were thggest in the 17 century.
The Latvian city Vilno was considered as Jerusatérthe East. (Spiegel 2007:
78)

An interesting fact about Jews is that the Jewistpte played also an important
role during the 1950s and 1960s when there wagighe for black civil rights.
The Jewish people felt that they were a subordinateority as well as Afro-

Americans therefore they helped them. (Prochazk&:2256)

1.2.3 Muslims
New kind of Judaism came into being in the Orietglam and it was considered

as the third Abraham’s religion whose founder Mokdn{590 — 632) taught
Arabs to belief in one God Allah. Arabs considetbdmselves as an offspring
of Abraham’s son Izmael and the religion becamecedlg monotheistic. Some
of the habits were taken from Judaism like fixedyong period of fasting day

other rules were added or changed. (Spiegel 2Q)7: 8

1.3 Sephardic and Ashkenazi Jews
Nowadays we distinguish two Jewish groups; firshidenazi (German) these are

the Jews from Germany or France and Sephardic {@pamwhich consists
of refugees from 1492 and oriental Jews. Althougtsé two groups developed
apart they remained the same in basic religiousefoelThey used Torah
and Talmud and same devotions only with differeegjuences and tones.
Ashkenazi Jews were affected by the Slavic musid &ephardic Jews
by Andalusia or oriental elements.
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Nowadays every Israeli (Sephardic or Ashkenazipkpdiebrew like Sephardic.
The East European or West European way remainsonme sultra orthodox

communities or in a Diaspora. (Spiegel 2007: 85)

1.3.1 Ashkenazi Jews
Ashkenaz is originally a biblical name of one o€ tgreat-grandsons of Noah.

In medieval Hebrew literature it was the name ferr@any. This name later came
to represent a new cultural kind of Jews comingnfrGermany and northern

France especially since they spoke Yiddish.

Ashkenazi Jews — a community has its beginning hie @@ century.
For Ashkenazi Jews, the relation with the Christfdest European civilization is
important. Their stormy historical background lilexpulsion from England
and France, crusades and pogroms ended in migratioustria, Poland
and other countries. Ashkenazi Jews have from Geynwlloquial language
Yiddish. (Sladek 2008: 44)

1.3.2 Sephardic Jews
Sephard is a name in the Bible, in medieval Hebligsvature it is a name

for Spain. This name later came to represent aaétural kind of Jews coming

from Spain.

Sephardic Jews - for Sephardic Jews the relatidh thie Muslim civilization is
important. Because of the reconquist their infleenm northern Africa
and Mediterranean grows since the™i1entury. Later in the 15 century
important centers appear in Italy. The Sephardiigiom contains Greek
philosophy and usage of Arabic has a great img&tdek 2008: 191, 192)
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1.4 Anti-Semitism
Anti-Semitism, which developed through the centuriss a conception that is

really aberrant. Arabs belong to the group of Sienpieople but they have never
become victims of anti-Semitism. The term Semisegsed purely for the Jewish
people since 1880 although it is not correct maykin

1.4.1 Modern Anti-Semitism
The character of Anti-Semitism and persecutions taatically changed over

the past two centuries. Hand in hand with the nesitn, the Jews “lost” their
socio-economical function in the society. Supetyorover the weaker parts
of the society disappeared. Modern Anti-Semitisnnstfiappeared in 1870
in France, Germany, Russia and according to theisBiewocialists it was
the consequence of capitalism. On the contrary, cthentries where capitalism
spread earlier (Britain and Belgium) Anti-Semitisdid not extend in such
conditions. The early modern Anti-Semitism whichrasighly dated from 1880
to 1900 on the continental Europe was as the madi the people who deeply
hated industrial society in its good and bad aspdetws were taken as scapegoats
and the biggest problem was only the Jewish race&omparison with those
people, Christian and Muslim societies were abliberate themselves from all

previous feuds.

Nowadays, Anti-Semitism is nearly connected withhoghobia — a hunger
for a “pure” homogenous society. In many Europeauntries in 1900, the Jew
was the only major minority. German racists of @@ century hated Jews
and Africans in the same way but since there werme Africans in Germany
at that time they directed their biggest effortingaJews. The hate is easily
focused on the present than absent people. A coshpldifferent situation was
in America where Anti-Semitism developed in its ‘fdwersion. (Shahak 1997:
87 - 90) As one scholar noted when the Soviet Umi@s still discriminating

against Jews in the late 1960s.
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European governments have often made it an instruofestate policy,
ameans of diverting the attention of their citikefrom internal
problems; hereditary monarchies used it in the nai&hristianity,
Hitler used it in the name of cultural purity, athé@ Soviet Union is using
it today in the name of proletarian unity. But imaArica anti-Semitism
has never had any legal status. It has always $gamdic; an impulsive,
sometimes highly virulent outburst of hate by féowt like Father
Coughlin before the war and George Lincoln Rockwreltecent years.
It never had official sanction. (Yaffe 1969: 51)

1.4.2 Reaction against Anti-Semitism
From the social point of view Zionism was the Jéwisaction to Anti-Semitism

and at the same time it was a conservative fellove\en if Zionists sometimes
did not realize who their ally or enemy was. The&sldrom western countries
averted from the Classic Judaism and joined culturmvement Jewish
Enlightenment (Haskala) which originated in Germaand Austria in 1780°
and later spread to Western Europe. The increagmfSemitism dealt a blow
to Jewish enlightenment because it came just #f'eemancipation of the Jews.
In comparison the Jews became full-valued citizens Austria in 1867

and in Germany after 1871.

In fact there was always narrow connection betwenists and Anti-Semites
because Zionists believed that they could use Bafmites for their own purpose
— for example the happiness of some Zionist leadars be cited when Adolf
Hitler came into power. They sympathized with tinedry of a “pure” race
and they had the same aversion to the assimilaifothe Jews into German
society. They even congratulated Hitler on hisongt (Shahak 1997: 91 - 94)

1.5 Education — Cheder
Cheder (meaning room, pl. chadarim) was religidmost of lower level where

pupils were taught the basis of the Torah, the dation of and Judaism.
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This method of education has been developed sineeMiddle Ages mainly

among the Ashkenazi Jews. Cheder was a place wirareary education —

the Hebrew alphabet, the Hebrew languages, theBowo&s of Moses, the Jewish
laws and customs were obtained. Young boys entehedler around the age
of five until puberty (age of thirteen). Student®gld learn how to read the scroll
of the Torah. Physical punishment was harsh for &zdents.

The private teacher was known as melamed and tghttan his own home
or house (that is the explanation of cheder). “Tileer children were afraid
to play with him. He had a good head on his shogldend his melamed predicted
that he would grow up a prodigy.” (Singer 1994: JLBater on, an annex building
was built to synagogues. In"l@entury there were first attempts to provide bette
education which included expansion of the subjectttens. The successful
students started to study the Talmudic universdaed yeshivot.

Nowadays some Western countries use this kind o€atn (Hebrew classes)
under the auspices of a synagogue or a commuhityedns that children attend
something similar to cheder. The state of Israesuthis kind of education
for their ultra orthodox school systems. (Newma82t%6) (Sladek 2008: 100)

1.6 The Jewish Daily Forward
The Jewish Daily Forwardepresented the largest of the Yiddish newspapers

inthe past. It was founded by Abraham Cahan in7188d it was owned
by the Forward Associatiorhe Jewish Daily Forwargrovided the important
info for the immigrants. The immigrated Jews foyrdctical advice in Yiddish
about what is acceptable in New York, how to dresdiow to behave, what
the Americans like or dislike. It also included andbout education or politics.
This newspaper exists up to this day and as wall affers the texts in Yiddish.
(Yaffe 1969: 276)
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Reviewers hailed Joshua Singer as a new voice oidisth prose,

and Abraham Cahan, famed editor of New York's Jewiaily Forward,

vacationing in Europe, read the stories and hiashuda to write for his
newspaper. The next year he appointed Joshua ther'paEuropean
correspondent and assigned him to share with iterfoan readers what
was "piquant” in Polish Jewish life. (Later Isaao twould become-
and remain-a Forward writer.) Joshua wrote for phaper (often as G.
Kuper) until his death. (Siegel 1981: 50)

1.7 Yiddish language
Yiddish is the Jewish language which was vernacaitat later it also presented

literary language of the Ashkenazi Jews. It sodikdsa strange form of German
dialect, older version of German. Yiddish is based Hebrew, Aramaic
and German with other dialects for example Slavilmedt and it was never
standardized. That means that there are no gragahatiles and every single

group of Jews has its specificity.

There are phases in which Yiddish changes: thg eaddish (before 1250),
the old Yiddish (1250 — 1500), middle age Yiddistb@ — 1750) and new
Yiddish (after 1750). In the ¥3century Yiddish language spread eastwards
to Bohemia, Moravia, Latvia and other lands. Itdmae the vernacular language
of the Jews and it was separated from its Germams.raGlossary had very
important role. It helped to understand Hebrew Araimaic texts. There were lots
of studies of Yiddish since the %Zentury. Many Jewish books were printed
in Hebrew during the I8century and the literature was available onlydioogars.

In the 17" century Yiddish was infiltrated into the folk sphe(Sladek 2008: 109,
110)

Yiddish language differs from other languages bseaof Hebrew alphabet

and reading from left to right. I. B. Singer alssed Yiddish. Although there are

English translations of his books, Isaac Bashewistrolled those translations
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carefully. For better imagination of the Yiddislet is an example of the Yiddish
newspaper in which the Singer brothers’ novels weidished.

Figure 1

http://www.danwymanbooks.com/yidper/literarishe.jpg
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1.8 Overview of I. B. Singer
Isaac Bashevis Singer also known in Yiddish as-ldeksz Zinger was born

in Radzymin, Poland, on T4July in 1904. His father was Rabbi Pincus
Menachem Singer and mother Bathsheba Zylbermare6ihgB. Singer grew up
in the Jewish shtetl and he was raised in Hassidi¢idish language was
everywhere around him. He visited the Jewish scha@wid also a rabbinical
seminary. When he reached the age of four, hislyamoved to Warsaw where

Isaac’s father established a rabbinical court daheYiddishBeth Din.

In 1917 he moved again with his mother to a snmlint, where Isaac Bashevis
learned about the life of Jews. In 1920°s he weM/arsaw and joined his brother
Israel Joshua. Although his parents wanted youagcl$o become a rabbi, he got
a job as a proofreader and later on he startedite Wis own works in Yiddish.

I. B. Singer became a co-editor of a Yiddish litgnaagazineGlobus.

Singer left Poland in 1935, also leaving thereflist wife Rachel and his five-
year-old son lIsrael. Singer immigrated to New Y@y where he joined his
older brother and there he eventually became apirttent writer for théewish

Daily Forward edited by Abraham Cahan (1860 - 1951), a famous risare

novelist, short story writer of Jewish AmericarelifBrody 2004: 250, 251)

Among these American writers were some who had geyd reason
to think of themselves as survivors of war and balst, and whose
entire intellectual heritage had been transformgdhe dark wartime
events of 1941 — 1945. Jewish intellectuals haehodfvllowed the radical
path into and out of Communism, had been preocdupie European
intellectual life and its modernist arts. It wagyhwho could speak most
validly for the six million victims of the world der, see the dangers
of totalitarianism in politics and art, express thggument for a new
humanism. By the fifties, a significant new groupJewish-American
novelists had appeared. Their work drew on the iglldtradition
(brought to the States particularly by Isaac Bashe®inger)
and on Russian and European modernism - especihlit part
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of it concerned with the dismantling of the selfday intolerable modern
history. (Bradbury 1992: 164, 165)

He remained attached to Judaism. “From the relgmaint of view, you can say
I'm assimilated, but from a cultural point of viewm not. | stay with my

people.” (Signer, Burgin 1986: 60)

Singer married Alma Heimann, a refugee from Germény interesting that they
both were vegetarians and they spent a lot of feeding birds in the park. They
thought that what humans did to animals at farms swilar to what Nazis did
to the Jewish people in the Second World War anthamy books such as his
novelEnemies, A Love StotyB. Singer did not fail to mention this idea.

I. B. Singer works with his characters and theimea carefully. Some surnames
share a special meaning. For example the main ciearaf the novel'he Penitent
Joseph Shapiro — where Shapiro is Jewish Ashkenam@me derived

from the German city of Speyer.

The character of Tamara Luria fraBmemies, A Love Storywhere Luria means
again the Jewish Ashkenazic name for eastern arstemeJewish inhabitants;
it can be a variety of Lauria. The surname of HerrBaoder has two meanings:
it can represent younger son, brother of someom®ritant or it is again Jewish

eastern Ashkenazic variant of Brodsky.

Isaac Bashevis Singer remained religious but ntt thie orthodox for his whole
life. He felt that the Jewish society could notvewe without rules and authority
which was something common for Jews in the U.®ak caused by the new life
in America and of the “modern” upbringing of chidr, although he personally

never raised his only child.
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| was brought up in a world where there was a oerkand of hope,

a belief that God has created the world and hasngivs the Torah,
and that the Torah points to use the way of lifdild€en are being
brought up today thinking that there isn’t sucthimg as good and euvil,
that everything is relative. But men cannot functiand grow with

a completely neutral way of thinking. A morally ek human being is
a monster. (Singer, Burgin 1986: 6)

1.9 Overview of I. J. Singer
Israel Joshua Singer also known in Yiddish trapsiom as Yisroel Yeshue

Zinger was born in Bilgoraj, Poland, on"™8Blovember in1893. He was an older
brother of Isaac Bashevis Singer and a youngehératf Esther Kreitman. He
was a writer of realistic historical novels writtanYiddish. In 1920°s and 1930°s
he published short stories which made him famons1933 he immigrated
to the United States and his works appeared ideéash Daily Forwardn New
York City. In the US he turned away from the Hasidisularity which was
preferred by his father. The novels likdne Brothers Ashkenazi, The Family
Carnovskybrought him great success. (Sundel 2002: 275, 276)

1.10 Singers, their relationship and family
Maurice Carr, a nephew of Singer brothers, saitittier relationship

“was not so much the relationship of an elder keotto a younger

but [that of] a wise father to a lost child. Andhdg, | believe, smarted
under that but accepted it, because he is, atrhptovery practical man.
He knew that I. J. Singer was terribly vain. Andwess very, very careful
to play second fiddle to accept the role of the &bsld who is listening

to the wisdom of his father. Isaac was even prepardatter I. J. Singer,
because his older brother had wonderful tremensgangy. Isaac has his
gualities, but he also had vanity, but he's ablen&sk it. And Bashevis
was very, very careful to keep on the right sidé. df very, very careful
indeed. Not until his older brother's death, in 49did Isaac Singer's

29



talent truly blossom. It was as if some kind ofngahad been taken
off him spiritually and he was free and he was dbleevelop. Yet he
does not wish to give the impression that Isaacmditllove his elder
brother but within this love there were all sorfscomplex emotions
and fears and jealousies and attachments and ensas.”

(Kresh 1979: 128)
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Both brothers came of the old Polish rabbinic fgmihthough 1. J. Singer
and I. B. Singer are well known in the Jewish wptliey had two sibs. Their
brother, Moshe Singer, was a rabbi who perishatienHolocaust in 1944. Their
only sister Esther Singer (Kreitman) survived tleed@d World War and had one
son Morris, who was also a famous journalist andtewrMorris Kreitman
(pseudonym Martin Lea). For better imagination ¢has a family chart

of the Singers family.

N
Pincus Menachem ( Bathsheba
Mendel Singer, a L (Zylberman) Singer
rabbi, born in 1872
J
e ™
Moshe Singer, a I. J. Singer, a
rabbi, 1906 writer, 1893
Bitgoraj, 1944, Bitgoraj, 1944,
Poland/ New York
Holocaust
- J
4 R . .
Esther Singer Ronia (Ruchl) I. B. Singer, a
(Kreitman), a ( Krei%?nhakr:own Pontsz, kn_Own as writer, 1902
writer, 1891 as an A’ntwerp Rachel Singer, Leoncin, 1991
. . 1909 Warsaw ;
Bitgoraj, 1954, diamond cutter Florida
London
- J
4 Morris Israel Singer
Kreitman, a (zamir), a writer
writer and and journalist,
journalist, 1929 Warsaw
19132003,
pseudonym
Martin Lea,
using name
Maurice Carr
- J
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1.11 Singer on film
The works of Isaac Bashevis Singer have not begofien. Many of his novels

are translated into the foreign languages and naédirtiiem were internationally

successful.

Those energies and talents are remarkably evidentthe fields
of literature and culture. Indeed, it would be h&vdconceive of these
areas in the twentieth century without Jewish wtiand writers.
Of the seven American Nobel Laureates in literatanece the end
of the Second World War, two have been Jews — Ballbw and Isaac
Bashevis Singer — and countless other awards... tiivMiesher 2003: 2)

There are also few books which experienced cineai@in. One of the movies is
Yentl, where Barbra Streisand enacted the main charadtee. book was
published in Yiddish in 1960 and was translated Bmglish in 1983.

1.11.1 Yentl
The movie Yentl is based on I. B. Singer’s shoorystYentl the Yeshiva Boy.

Yentl (Barbra Streisand) is a young woman longing Knowledge but she is
not allowed to study because of her gender. Shesdselike a man, changes her
name to Anshel (her brother's name) and enterswaslieyeshivot — religious
school. Yentl makes friends and falls in love watltlass mate Avigdor (Mandy
Patikin) who should marry his fiancé Hadass (Amynig). Yentl can not show
her real feelings toward Avigdor because it wouwdise the end of her studies.
Avigdor loves Hadass but does not want to breakdles which are against his
belief. Although Avigdor loves Hadass, he does want to break the religious
rules and he tries to put Avigdor and Anshel (Yentbgether. Later
on, the relationship of Avigdor and Hadass is retk and Yentl leaves

for America to start a new life.
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Figure 2

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/ _laba_UxfYb8/SZPCCYDOLVAAAAAAALX
0/veS4XmVA_bY/s400/yentl+1.jpg

1.11.2 Enemies, A Love story
The next film based on the novel of I. B. SingerEisemies, A Love Stary

The story takes place in New York in 1949. The nm@wtagonist Herman Broder

(Ron Silver) survived the Holocaust thanks to hesmfer non-Jewish servant
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Yadwiga (Margaret Sophia Stein). Herman finds agela ghostwriter and slowly
adapts in New York. He gets into trouble after balizes that he is committing
polygamy with three women: Masha (Lena Olin), nékblocaust survivor,

Yadwiga, his lifesaver from Poland, and lawful wifamara (Anjelica Huston)

whom he thought was dead.

Figure 3
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3313/3451496364 _&e288d.jpg
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2. Enemies, A Love Story (1972)

The novelEnemies, A Love Stoiig placed in New York City five years after
the World War Two. Main character, Herman Brodemvises the Holocaust

thanks to his Catholic Polish servant Yadwiga. tate he has an affair with
Masha, an other survivor of the Holocaust who cdaddhis next potential wife.

What complicates the situation is the fact thatrher's lawful wife Tamara

survived as well. With three partners the questibpolygamy creates the chaotic
plot of the novel.

... to such later fictions as Enemies: A Love Stanywhich holocaust
survivors in New York develop their own personalenzies.
But as Singer observes in his prefatory “Author'st® to that story:
“The characters are not only Nazi victims but viti of their own
personalities and fates.” (Spilka 1998: 434)

2.1 Characters in the Novel
Like the life of I. B. Singer, Herman Broder, theofagonist of the novel

is surrounded by Jewish women. In the novel theesthree other significant
characters, and all women that definitely affedsedder’s life in New York City

as well as his comprehension of the world. Maslpaesents the worst character.
She is crazy, senseless and she ruins the maiaoctbaHerman who is under

pressure and perhaps commits suicide.

2.1.1 The character of Tamara
Firstly Tamara, his first wife and mother of hisyppDavid and Yocheved, loved

her husband whereas he had wanted to divorce heroilly thing that connected
Herman and Tamara was their two sons. The situdgoomes complicated when
the war breaks out and Herman learns from an egewstthat his wife and two
boys were shot by Nazis. However, Tamara survasd escaped to the Soviet
Union, and later, to the United States. Herman lstivat the uncle of Tamara
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lives there but he does not want to contact hinabse, he married for the second
time with his former Polish Catholic peasant hoesgler Yadwiga.

When he reads the advertisement in the Jewish ragpesphat someone is looking
for him and there is also a phone number, he mdathat this person could be
the uncle of Tamara who lives in the States. Afimme consideration, he calls
the number and he learns that Tamara is alive. Herfigin straits and but he also
knows that he has to visit Tamara. When they matlr IHerman feels only

disdain because Tamara has changed her appearance.

“Why is she wearing pink?” Herman thought. His emassment had
subsided and he experienced a feeling of irritati@t woman who had
seen their children taken away to be killed allovaedself to be dressed
in this fashion. (Singer 1972: 69)

Herman tries to apologize although he does not medut that is in fact
the reality that Tamara knows “I didn't know you mealive,” he said. And he
was ashamed of his own words. “That's something ywver knew,..”
(Singer 1972: 69)

However, Tamara is still willing to help Herman lvihis problems. He is even
given a new job from Tamara’s uncle in a bookshbfs a bit incomprehensible
that Herman is interested, for example, if Tamaad bther lovers in the Soviet
Union. However she loved him so much that she reethifaithful to Herman

through the whole war.

2.1.2 Yadwiga: less than wife
Secondly, a woman called Yadwiga played an importate for Herman
in the wartime because, in principle, she savedridars life and that is the real

reason why he feels an obligation to her. Yadwigh Him in her own house
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in the hayloft; she protected him and gave him folbd\Nazis had found him
in the hayloft it would have meant certain death f6adwiga, her family
and not only Herman. Since that time he is beholt®nher and he tries

to compensate this fact.

He tries to express his gratitude and takes Yadwagé&merica and there he
marries her. They live together in Brooklyn whehe sontinues her original role
of a servant rather than that of a modern wife. Wigd is not a well-educated
person. She can not read or write. She rarely tedheir home because her
orientation is not very good either but she supbri in everything, prepares
food for him, does the washing and takes care efhibusehold. She loves him
so much that she wants to convert to Judaism amed dwerything for it. Her
greatest dream is to have a child with Herman Imuipbsition is reserved. There
is a question why Yadwiga loves Herman so muckait be caused by the fact
that is linked to him because of the situationsythave experienced during
the time. Another possible reason is that Yadwsgyatiracted to Herman because
of the different religion and different culture. tae she feels her biological clock
and Herman is the only person that can help hetheubest solution seems to be
that she is attracted to Herman because she krntmevsas never have him. “That
night, after a few hours of sleep, Yadwiga awakerféleéd with desire. She
begged him, as she had so many times before, ® lggv a child, to arrange

for her conversion to Judaism.” (Singer 1972: 56)

He feels that there is no need of another child dadwiga means to him only
something like a good friend or family. The behawbd Herman to Yadwiga is
not very nice at the beginning of the novel ancbittinues to get worse. He does
not treat her in a right way, he lies to her eu@nge he leaves home. Even if he is
with his lover, he phones Yadwiga and continueedyiHe makes up the story
that he sells books and must travel a lot.
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“Yadzia darling, it's me.” “Oh, yes!” “How are yoti?Where are you
calling from?” “From Baltimore.” Yadwiga paused acend. “Where is
that?” Well, it makes no difference.” “A few hundreniles from New
York. Can you hear me clearly?” “Yes. Very well.”Th trying to sell
books.” “Are they buying?” “It's hard work, but tifee buying. They're
the ones who pay our rent.” (Singer 1972: 86)

His relation to Yadwiga climaxes at the end of thevel when he acts

aggressively, it is possible to say that he behbwaslly towards her.

“Herman waited till he could no longer hear Tamaf@otsteps. Then he
grabbed Yadwiga by the wrists and wrestled withiheihe silence. He
pushed her and she fell to the floor with a th8ihger 1972: 204 )

From the beginning Yadwiga is trustful, yet as lies of Herman continue, she
starts to be suspicious. Largely in part due tootiher women living in the house.
The women in the house were now trying to convieelwiga-speaking half

in Yiddish, half in Polish-that her husband muswvéa mistress somewhere.
(Singer 1972: 129)Eventually she has a baby with Herman and converts
to Judaism.

2.1.3 Mistress Masha
The third and last woman of Herman'’s life is Masttao works in a New York

City cafeteria and lives with her mother. She Easionate character and Herman
spends most of his free time with her. She is #isoperson who has the biggest
influence on Herman. He does everything that Masiiats. Every time she wants
to leave the city Herman is willing to leave evéigtg he has with her. He is also
ready to lie to Yadwiga. Masha's mother and Mastetao entirely different

people. Her mother has a stronger religious backgiposhe always speaks about
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God as the almighty while Masha has lost her faiths is the main reason why
they quarrel all the time. Masha is also displagedn evil character. She knows
that Herman is going to have a baby with Yadwidee s able to lure him away
from his family. She wants Herman only for herseitl she can be really jealous.

When she finds out the truth about Tamara sheayejsy.

“Who is this Tamara? Your dead wife was called Teapaasn't she?”

Masha asked. “My dead wife is in America,” Hermaplied. As he

spoke, his knees trembled and he felt sick to fosiach. Was he going
to faint after all, he asked himself. Masha'’s fédmxame angry. “Has
your wife risen from the dead?” “So it seems.” (&n1972: 223)

It is presumable that Herman is focused more omnlypodntact than on anything
else. With Masha he forgets everything bad fromctirecentration camps and he

also forgets his pain caused by the war.

As always, their conversation abounded with promigey both knew
would never be kept, with fantasies of pleasure toobe achieved,
with questions asked as a spur to their mutual texant. Masha
wondered if she would have allowed him to sleefhwier sister, if she
had had one. Would she enjoy sharing Herman anfrbtker, if he had
had a brother? (Singer 1972: 57)

In my opinion there are three different kinds ofrmen and also three different
kinds of love. Tamara represents the love of iatéllHerman had two children
with Tamara and he would not leave them althougHditdenot like Tamara as his
wife. The second kind of love represents Yadwigaowtas something like
a friend and someone to whom he was obliged. Téiekiad of love, which is

physical, is to Masha. Herman is willing to do egking for Masha. He would
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even leave Yadwiga, who is pregnant. These threeemohad also different war
experience and that forms also their personaliti@sly Masha experienced

a horror of the concentration camp and that selschits her character.

“....or of Masha’s suicide at the end of Enemies, @dvé Story. (1972).
Masha’s death is not surprising; she is a trouliiebbcaust survivor;
but it may be more important that she is also a,vaensual woman,
for Singer seems especially hard on female va(tipilka 1998: 430)

As it was written earlier, Masha is from those éhnwomen the worst one.
Although Tamara experienced bad times she wasonohed so much by the war
situation. Yadwiga did not see the things that ey women did so she was able

to cope with the war situation faster.

2.1.4 Herman Broder as an alienated Jew in America
The protagonist of Herman is very interesting anldl &f pain which one can

not bear. He is a person who experienced massawentis in his life and that is
something that can easily destroy not only a westkgn but even strong person.
The first trauma is the loss of his family, which definitely the biggest one.
The next shock comes when he realizes that hisulawife is still alive

and in New York and that he is committing polygamy.

Another embarrassing moment comes when he is ngsiparty and there is

a public speech about his three wives. Herman fealsand does not know who
can report him to the police and accuse him of gentyy. The last straw comes
when his beloved mistress Masha, with whom he wanlsave the United States,
commits suicide. After that, Herman does not knoWwawto do and we are
not sure what will happen because of the open gnstiory. “Masha, | must go.”

“Wait a second. As long as it is this way, go béekyour peasant. Don't leave

your child.” “I will leave everybody,” Herman sai(Singer 1972: 275)
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There are two possible endings; the first one, Wwisieems more likely to me, is
that Herman commits suicide too, because so madytbags happened to him
and so many problems went along with his life. $Beond possible ending is that
Herman stays somewhere in the United States. “Taivelreved that Herman had
either killed himself or was hiding somewhere in Aamerican version of his
Polish hayloft.” (Singer 1972: 280)

2.2. Religion
Another significant topic is religion - Judaism. Mapeople from the whole

world immigrated into the United States of Ameritta avoid the holocaust
and to start a new life. Herman is one of the hayppews who had a non-Jewish
friend who saved his life from the genocide. Fasth people it was very difficult
to acclimatize to the new environment, it was asfcult for them to obtain new
friends, a new job and a new aim in life. Hermangigious upbringing
from Poland had rules for Jews and the feelingdtigion that were stricter than
in the United States. Like Singer Broder was be&dgcated to be a rabbi. The job
of Herman as a ghostwriter for the corrupted Ralalmhpert consisted of Herman
writing articles about the Jewish history, Jewislistoms and the religion
in general. We can suspect that he was more carssoioJudaism than any other
American-born Jew or Rabbi Lampert because likeg&irBroder was being
educated to be a rabbi. For example: the case viRevbi Lampert was
humiliated by the editor after he published ancitby Herman and there were
allegedly some mistakes, (yet what exactly wasnmeritioned in the novel). This

shows a Singer criticism of American-born rabbtbey are corrupt and stupid.
It is obvious that the Jewish people who came ® ltmited States before

the Second World War or during the war either catgdy lost their faith

in Judaism or became more devoted to the religidxe. main character Herman
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Broder belongs to the first group although there ssome signs that he is turning
to God too.

He was again drinking that potion which enabled hinfathom time,
space, “the thing in itself.” His pondering alwaysought him
to the same conclusion: God (or whatever He mayas)certainly wise,
but there was no sign of His mercy. If a God of eyedid exist
in the heavenly hierarchy, then he was only a bskplgodlet, a kind
of heavenly Jew among the heavenly Nazis. (Sin§é21123)

He lost much of his faith in God when his two s@wevid and Yocheved were
killed by Nazis in Poland. This must be the majoning point in his life. Since
that time Herman has turned his back to the religithough he makes living
from ghost-writing articles about it. It is unbelale for him the thought that he
lost his two children, wife and his home. This miostthe worst thing for a person
to lose their family and native heath. Herman is aide to cope with this loss
and he becomes a stranger in the United States\inleenas no friends and he lies
to his employer. Finally the whole new land becomes big nightmare after he

recognizes that he has three wives.

The question of religion remains uncertain. Hermammany situations, says that
he lost his faith many years ago but in some bogyndduations he returns
to God. He argues with Masha, Tamara and YadwigataBod but they all have
different opinions. When Yadwiga wants to conveot dudaism, Herman
definitely loses his faith and he rejects it. If $peaks with Masha who is against
God and religion (which means that she is alsorsgaier mother) Herman
retains a neutral position and when he speaks Tathara there is also some kind

of clash.

She was saying: “Thank God, my time of sufferingti®ver. I'm still
right in the midst of it. This, more or less, i®tlvay we had to struggle
in Jambul. You won't believe me, Herman, but | fisdme comfort
in it. 1 don’t want to forget what we went througlhen it's warm in the
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room, | imagine that I've betrayed all the Jew&urope. My uncle feels
that Jews should observe an eternal shiva. Theegrgbple should squat
on low stools and read from the Book of Job.” “Véitih faith, one can’t
even mourn.” “That in itself is reason enough tounmo’ (Singer 1972:
238, 239)

2.3 Family

Family life plays a role at the beginning when Hamhas a family, two children
and a wife. Everything seems to be perfect, bubhéntime of the war everything
changed. Children die, his wife is missing and stendard model of the classic
Jewish family disintegrates. In the United Statese is Yadwiga who is offering
Herman new hope but he turns down this offer, refuso have another child.
Masha, in this case, plays an unimportant role iagl more about the physical
attachment then anything else. Regular visits osiMaand her mother are enough
and he simply tries to integrate into the new fanaihd also to become a new
society member.

A more interesting fact is that Herman has relatitterough his first marriage
in America but he does not want to contact themmei/ée knows their address
and they live in the same city. This can be cauwstdter by the fact that these
relatives are close family members of Tamara orish@mbarrassed to have
married the family servant and non-Jew, Yadwiga. &l tries to assimilate

in the way he has new job and lives with the forsewant of her family which is

quite improbable because many Jews escaping to iéangranted to survive

some parts of their religion. The act that Hermaubh be able to marry a gentile
is startling. The life in America means somethimgvi- human beings have new
hope and can have new thoughts. Although Hermariswarassimilate he saves
some secrets even from his good friend and he leteam only to the closest
people like to Tamara at the end of the novel.
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2.4 Conclusion
The situation is the same with Herman’s work. Hantwao be successful in his

work, he tries to find some branches where he chelceffective and instead
of that he becomes a ghostwriter and hence is regmereciated by society. He
still stays in the shadow of Rabbi Lampert. On baad he makes up the stories
and tells Yadwiga that he is a successful bookssad@®, and on the other hand
when he gets the chance and he could really workhen bookshop, gain

experience and be happy with Yadwiga and Tamararefieses everything

and tries to escape maybe for fear of duty or maybeause of his constant

disillusion of everything.
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3. The Penitent (1983)

The later I. B. Singer's novel entitle@ihe Penitentwas originally published
in 1983. There are few similar themes Emnemies, A Love storyn both
but The Penitentis completely different in general terms. In comgan with
Enemiesthis novel is more sophisticated; Singer is fodusa his religion

of Judaism and he goes deeper into the spirituatiticonscience of man.

3.1. Introduction

The story is divided into two days — every day urgs shorter chapters - in which
Joseph Shapiro retells the story to the author @/nasne is not told for the whole
narration, a former teacher of Joseph. The plsetsn Jerusalem where Shapiro
finds asylum against a world of lies, adultery, tjes and Nazis. Both characters
(the author and Joseph) are Jewish, originatingn fRoland. Joseph and Celia
migrated from Germany in 1947 when they receiveshvito the United States
and settled in the city of New York, where he beeaa famous and rich

but a non-religious Jew.

3.2. Role of the women
Again, the role of women in the plot is very im@ot as they provoke Joseph

to make decisive resolutions. The first woman ifaC@ woman echoing Tamara
from the novelEnemiesbecause she was regarded as dead and then they met
again in Lublin. Joseph thought about her reappearas a resurrection. Celia
became Joseph’s first wife. They got married in exn@n Displaced Person’s

camp near Munich.
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3.2.1. Celia
Celia used to be a stubborn Communist and she algagrreled with Joseph

about her political conviction. At the beginningtbkir marriage she seems to be
faithful to him but her attitude changed becausehef behavior of Joseph. He
obviously loses his interest in Celia after she eangdes a serious operation
and she could no longer have children. At this tidoseph’s feelings slowly burn
out but her feelings for him are not reciprocatasl,she still remained faithful.
Like Tamara from the novdtnemiesCelia represents love and intellect. If she
knew that Joseph was cheating on her she woulaestiain a loyal wife. Shapiro
is successful at his business and he moves ab®MdWv York high circles where
adultery and cheating on wives is commonplace ascdileagues are boasting

with their transgressions instead of being quiet.

They spent time with call girls, plain whores tl@atmadam sent to the
motel when they phoned her. Others had mistredseshe circles
in which we traveled, adultery was considered tlybdst virtue, the very
essence of life. (Singer 1983: 15)

In the beginning, Joseph resists and is hauntef@ddings of guilt, but as he has
a lot of money and estates he gives in to temptatmal finds a mistress.

3.2.2. Liza
Representing a second type of love, Liza is thenmypart to the character

of Masha fromEnemiesShe had a husband but she divorced him and is laemot
of one daughter, Micki, who becomes a hippie. Ligaan intelligent woman

driven by passion, which later overgrows into téyac&Although she has a job,
she still complains about her financial situation front of Joseph and tries
to compel him to share some of his money. From ploatt of view she appears
like a prostitute.
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| found myself a woman like this. Her name was Li%he had had
a husband but she was divorced. Liza supposedlyahgub, but she

complained that it didn't pay enough to supporthbdéter and her
daughter. She became my mistress and began tomalKor money.

| paid her rent, took her to restaurants and tesatoought her clothes,
furniture, why not? (Singer 1983: 17)

Eventually with Liza there appeared a few factorsicw made him change
and end this adulterous affair. Firstly, Josephpsued her in many spheres
but still it was not enough for her, for her dawghand for her daughter’s lover.
Secondly, he starts to tell lies to Celia becaddeza and he often returned home
very late. Thirdly, Joseph is asked to pay for #®rtion of Liza’'s daughter
and that is something so humiliating for him thatfeels like a Killer, yet after
the extortion performed by Liza, he agrees. “This@d not only our supper
but our sex as well.” When a man gets angry anls #eploited and humiliated,

he loses his passion. (Singer 1983: 26)

Lastly, he learns from Micki that Liza has two loweand only takes money
from them. Joseph leaves the apartment where thhhemand daughter quarrel
and breaks up with Liza afterwards. He wants to euérything in order

with Celia but just at the point of his return horske is caught in the act
with another man. In that moment he recognizesrbabnly he but also his wife
cheat and commit adultery. From this epiphanic mdrhe decides to start a new

life.

3.2.3. Priscilla
Another woman who enters Joseph’s life is a Jewgidmamed Priscilla. She is

a young girl who travels with him by airplane. ilig goes to Jerusalem to be
with her fiancé who works as a professor. Josepimteyested because she is

beautiful and clever but he deals again with thabjem of adultery. He questions
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whether she would do the same with any other maiisnplace. They are
touching underneath the blanket but there is no@h& make love in the plane.
Later he loses his interest. Since his break up ®#lia, Joseph is accompanied
by two new elements - good and evil spirits whernsdifla substitutes the evil

element of passion or urge.

3.2.4. Sarah
Lastly, the woman entering the life of Joseph i Riaim’s Israeli-born daughter

named Sarah. Sarah represents for Joseph loveshatsight but it is not just
the physical love created of passion or urge. Sipeas to him as a particularly
spiritual or supernatural woman. She has an eletmetithe can not understand
so easily compared to all of the other previous wonmHe knows that this is
not coincidence but rather his destiny. For himishe pure that he describes his

coexistence with previous women as suffering.

Fate had tossed me from Celia, Liza and Priscidakbto the true
Jewishness, to the source from which we had dribakk onto the path
that led to the Torah and to purity. Celia and Lz often accused me
of lacking respect for women. But what was thereegpect about them?
Both Celia and Liza liked gangster movies. When gaagsters shot
or stabbed each other, they laughed. | myself useduffer terribly
during these scenes. (Singer 1983: 124)

3.3. Main protagonist Joseph Shapiro
Joseph Shapiro develops a lot over the courseeohtivel. He survived the war

time and was permitted to go to America. Joseplyssta non-religious Jew
and during years he regains his faith, and sodweldpment in fact is the reverse
of Herman Broder irEnemieswhose loss of faith is attributed to the personal
tragedy of the Holocaust. His personality rapidlyaeges during the story.

At the beginning he aimed at making money and twes is willing to sleep with
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other women although he is married. He slowly redxgs that possessions
and cheating is decadent and he follows the waglafious belief though he has
so many doubts about God. “Who needs so many ya&shiMAnd how did
the yeshivas help when Hitler came to power? Where God when they burned
His Torah and ordered those who studied it to digrtown graves?” (Singer
1983: 20)

At times he becomes helpless and considers comm#tiicide although this act
would be the biggest sin against the Almighty. Hethinking about death
at the point of a mental breakdown. For the firsiet it is at the airport where he
is exhausted and he has no aim of life. “After dleyH went into a restaurant
and ordered dry toast and tea. | ate, drank, aodgtit about suicide. Since
| couldn’t live, | should die. But | wasn't readgrfdeath.” (Singer 1983: 86) He
wants to become a pious Jew when he falls in lotle 8arah. He does not know

how to make her his wife and he again argues \wighevil spirit.

I'll marry her and I'll stay with her,” | said ineply to the Glib one. “I'll

be a Jew whether you approve of it or not. He whspgses evil must
believe in holiness.” “If | can’'t be a Jew, I'll ban end to my life.”
| shouted within me. “These are the words of a modean,” an imp
whispered in my ear. (Singer, Isaac Bashevis, 10828)

All his important attitudes towards women and lieligchange many times during
the course of the narration. In New York City heapable of cheating which is
against his ethical conviction. Afterwards he stsdihe Torah and persuades
himself that he is not capable of adultery but whengets into plane and sees
young Priscilla, he again quickly changes his mindsome situations he behaves
like an absolute coward and in others he is braxedevoted to his thinking. He
acted like a coward when Liza and her daughter Makued about money
and men. They started to fight to the point thagejpd panicked and ran away.

The same cowardice comes into the light when heorhes an eye-witness
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to the adultery by his own hither to loyal wife. kienot able to speak with his
own wife; he just packs his things and leaves atherg behind him.

While depicted as a bad person, he also shows gth@ha tries to help the other
Jews who need it. When he was in New York he dsitel pious rabbi who takes
Joseph to a ceremony. There he meets honest Jeweednes to go on the path
of righteousness to God. After the ceremony heemdy to financially help
the rabbi and other members who are in need andxpected that everyone
would ask him for money but only two Jews asked fommoney. The old rabbi
is seriously ill so he offers him free hospital &dnut the rabbi refuses (he does

not trust doctors).

“Are you watching your health?” “The doctors wantento go
to the hospital, but | don’t want to.” | knew hisasons. He didn’t trust
them to serve kosher food. He said, “I'll live amd as I'm destined
to live.” (Singer 1983: 54)

From that time the rabbi turned into the saint mdro’s eyes. Joseph slowly
changes from a materialist into a religious Jews Transformation is not visible
from day to day because there are moments wheoksllike he has enough faith
but after a few moments he again leaves everythnigelieves in. Definitely, it is

not an easy change for him and readers can notetiairt if he can manage
everything he wants to. At the end he succeeds isnplan, he becomes
conservative Jew, he achieves his dream of haviagirag wife and finds his way

to happiness and illumination. Good and evil spidt voices always speak with
Joseph. In the novel they substitute Joseph’s gamse in both ways — in a good
and a bad one. The interesting fact is that thé spirit predominates in most
situations for example: when there is a theory afe#ty the evil spirit always

argues.
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Your piety is a lie and a self — deception. Thisd@o whom you're
going to pray doesn’t exist. Where was He whenJ#hes of Poland dug
their own graves? Where was He when the Nazis glayth the skulls
of Jewish children? (Singer 1983: 47)

3.4. Women of the present and the past
The references to women include their religion afi:va big difference between

the gentile women living in New York, because thegemen are immoral
and lack any basic worth of life. They are more camirated on materialistic
aspects and it seems they have no faith. In thédvedrgentiles — in New York —
loyalties of man and woman are shaded and ther® imore status as sexual
private property. According to society, sex mustshared and there are no more
faithful wives and husbands because sex with omgopes like constant eating
of the same dish. Joseph, after this awakeningeteBlew York which is for him

is a corrupt society and decided to start new life.

Generations of Jews cried out from within me: “Flé&®m this
abomination! Run from the culture of Hitler and IBtia Escape
from a civilization that is a slaughterhouse anattel! Flee from women
who live like whores and demand to be loved andohexh....” (Singer
1983: 63)

On the other hand, older women like Joseph’s madhergrandmother represent
typical old religious values. Unable to commit adu), they also would
not enslave their husbands. These women of oldesahelped with earning
a living and they remained wives and mothers. Thesbands need not worry
about leaving home for years. Sarah is for Josdpipi® the same representative
of old Jewish traditions and human values andabidd be the reason why he is

so possessed by her.
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That's how my wife Sarah, Reb Haim’s daughter, veasl still is to this
day. Many such decent Jewish daughters still lime the streets
of Jerusalem and even of New York. They are likeirthmothers,
grandmothers, and great-grandmothers before tHgimggr 1983:140)

3.5. Conclusion
The novelThe Penitentuses the spiritual background because Singer idescr

Jewish customs in a more detailed way than he itid@s other American novels.
He celebrates old-fashioned Jews more than the mauhes. These modern Jews
do not follow customs, for example they do notlezher food, or behave in the
right religious way. They use religion more to goin the community rather
than believe in the Laws of Moses. The emphasisha Penitenis being real
pious person, not to be superficial but to seatsbugh one’s consciousness.
Shapiro tries to find the right way to give hielome purpose I. B. Singer puts
plenty of religious motives into this work.
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4. Meshugah (1994)

According to the postscript by the translator NWfachtel, the noveMeshugah
is more autobiographical work than any other nawelt was written by Isaac

Bashevis Singer before and after.

| assumed that his fictional creation drew on ewvehat had actually
occurred, as well as on aspects of people he hawrknls seemed
obvious to me that the first person narrator, thn@ Aaron Greidinger
who wrote for the Forward, was based on Isaac Hfitkeugh he never
directly said so. (Singer, 2010: 230)

Although The Penitenis autobiographical work, it is important to memtithat
there is serious matter in which Singer differsfrthe character of Aaron. Isaac
Bashevis Singer did not have any girlfriend who wa®stitute or kapo
in the concentration camp. However, |. B. Singgeated having any child with

his new wife.

At first it was issued in Yiddish in the magaziRerward from April 1981
to February 1983 and the original name Wast Souls Later on while Singer
wants to translateost Soulsanto English, he changed the name iMeshugah
The word meshugah (me-shug™-a) means the Yiddishd vmeaning crazy,
senseless, insane. Although the main charactenamdtor of the story is Aaron
Greidinger, the name of the novel refers to the@elas crazy as Miriam Zalkind.
In the text the word is used when Miriam designaes as a meshugah. “It's too
holy for him. He is meshugah as ever, but also sivginger 2010:189)

Meshugahakes place in and around New York in 1950s wkiggemain character
Aaron Greidinger is one of the most popular andutaple Jewish novelists
and journalists. The plot of the novel focusestmnttiangle of Aaron Greidinger,
Max Aberdam and Miriam Zalkind.
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4.1 Characters

4.1.1 Aaron Greidinger
Aaron is very interesting personality and he uradeas many changes during

the novel. He is a single 47 year old man who at lleginning seems to be
as a pious Jew, giving advice through the newspapemovels to people, mainly
refugees from Poland, who try to cope with thesstreonnected after the World
War I, with integration into the new society andthwreligious questions. It can
seem to reader that Aaron wants to start brand lifevand he wants to forget
and delete from his mind everything that was somehbained to the old war
times. It is maybe also the reason why he doehaed a telephone in his office.
As an good example can serve the situation when Meetdam comes to Aaron
and tries to explain that many people Aaron comsittebe dead are actually alive

and they are ready to meet him.

But Max Aberdam shouted over their voices: “Yourdicknow | was
in America? Where do you live — in the World of ©ka I've been
trying to reach you for weeks. Yiddish papers dr¢ha same. You call
up and ask for someone and they tell you to hatddptmone, but nothing
happens — they've forgotten you. Where do you lorethe moon? Don't
you have our own telephone in your office? (Singéd,0:4,5)

Aaron’s faith is something that experiences stodayelopment too. Although he
is treated as an orthodox Jew, in fact he losesvarsfaith in God. Only one thing
remains important for him: the literary word in whihe built up an excellent
reputation. It is also the only business he iswiliing to stop. However in one
moment he is ready to give up fame when he decuthesher to pay a visit to his
best and beloved friend whom he believed to behendeathbed or to change
a part of his article in newspaper office to avthid scandal. This scandal could

discredit his good reputation and ridicule him.
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He is the person who has strong principles bututdinathe time he loses them —
for example connection with Miriam. As he gets toow her, he slowly falls
in love with her but after he hears from Stanleyridin’s lawful husband, that
she was a prostitute in Nazi Germany, he immediatehnges his opinion. He
swears by God and by his own mother that he wilenseek her out again but he
is not able to keep vow for a long time.

After Aaron sees Miriam when she wants to retum his belongings, he changes
his opinion again. He is willing to walk with hehen she behaves as a prostitute.
Even if Aaron knows about her past everything bgsstwith her.

4.1.2 Max Aberdam
Max is on the other hand a definitely differentqmrality. Although he is almost

seventy, he is in a good condition. He is a pergba enjoys all joys of the world,
which means drinking, smoking and having sex withtaof women. He has one
giant business and that as a stock broker andrir&tée takes care of money
of Polish Jews, mainly women, who are his mistresase well. The money
of Polish Jews is in fact a compensation for theilerror they survived and Max

tries to invest their money.

Max leaves for Poland and in that time his bookmaked also the manager
of the Jewish money, Harry Treibitcher, commitscile because of bankruptcy.
This event causes that Max and all his customelsst everything. He is chased
by angry Jews. Only one person suffers from thack#t of angry people: Priva
Max’s lawful wife. After Max gets to know that her be followed, he tries
to hide and change identity.
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4.1.3 Meshugah Miriam
Although Miriam is only 27 years old, she survivdlte worst experiences

for awoman in the war. She takes care of a cHild lesbian mother, to earn her
living. Her parents are divorced and they both haes partners. They are
ashamed of Miriam because she is a mistress afithean Max Aberdam who is
nearly 70, and at the same time she has a lawiddnd Stanley, an unsuccessful
and unbalanced poet, who hates Miriam more and .nkdgeis aware of lovers
Miriam has and he nearly kills her and Aaron aftercatches them both naked
at home.

Miriam is a mysterious person who wears the pressiithistory. She tells Max
and Aaron almost everything from her life but thveotworst secrets reveal
the extreme outer limits. Firstly, it is the sitiwat with Stanley, who informs
Aaron about the prostitution of Miriam. After Aarg@ets to know that, he turns
his back on Miriam and he is also willing to saymeihing to Max. Miriam tries
to defend herself and she states that it was dmelyatt of desperation, and that she

did not want to die in the concentration camp.

But a sort of ambition grew in me to overcome etréng and to come
through those swinish times alive and strong. | ibosay it became
a sort of gamble or sport for me: will I make it,will | not? You often
write that life is a game, a wager, or somethingilar. | had decided
to slip out of the hands of the Angel of Death ay @ost. When it
became clear to me that any day | would be gralapeldsent away with
one of the transports, | fled, and my former tea¢cbek me in. (Singer,
2010:92, 93)

Secondly, when Aaron meets an old lady at the pahg reveals to him a second
horrific secret of Miriam — that she used to bkapoin the concentration camp
and she used to beat Jewish girls with a whip akd their possessions. This is

the worst fact for Aaron who, on one hand, triesupport refugees, Polish Jews,
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and on the other hand sleeps with the “enemy” blithe does not want to admit

it to himself.

Miriam paraded around Stutthof with a whip whicHyotihe kapos were
allowed to carry. | saw her as clearly as | seenyow. That is all | want
to tell you. | believe you know that a Jewish giidl not become a kapo
for her good deeds. The whip meant to be used. Wisthe thrashed
Jewish girls for the smallest sins, for being skhen called for work,
for trying to steal a potato, for similar pettymgs. Some kapos even
helped the Nazis to drag children to the gas ovévall, that's what

| wanted to tell you. How does the saying go? — Taets speak
for themselves. (Singer, 2010:206)

Thirdly, it is the situation when Aaron and Priveoke a ghost and the spirit
reveals the secret that Miriam was actually a kapol in the same time

the mistress of an SS officer.

One evening, when all the lights were out and dhéy little red light
bulb we used for séances flickered in the darknéss, planchette
informed us that Miriam had been a kapo. Priva @sk&/here?”
and the planchette shaped the word “Stutthof.” @vent on to ask how
Miriam had conducted herself (she posed the questia solemn voice),
and the planchette began to leap with extraordisgged and formed
the following words: “Whipped Jewish girls, draggeuldren to the gas
chambers.” The planchette further revealed to as Miriam had been
the mistress of an SS officer named Wolfgang Schniinger,
2010:222, 223)

The personality of Miriam interestingly changesoa + mainly in dependence
on Max’s health and the relation to Aaron. She a$ afraid to put on a dress

which makes her look like a prostitute and themi® with people.

Singer presents Miriam as a Jew who is able toveoyghing she wants to. In one

moment she pathetically requests Aaron to kill because her life seems to be
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senseless. In the next moment she passionatelgskiaron and wants a child
with him. It can be a consequence of the conceatratamp or it may be a part

of well-considered game.

The psychological games which are played by Miriane also disturbing.
Whether it is a role of Warsaw prostitute in whighriam wears, for society,
unsuitable immodest dresses in public or when sbe tob play a role of prostitute
in point of fact. She claims that she is a pro&ijust with two customers: Aaron

and Max.

You can call me whore; that will be my name froms ttay on. “What
about Max?” “He will call me that, too. | no longevant to play
deceptive games. | want to be an honest prostit@@mnething in me
wanted to laugh, and | also felt a stinging in mgese “And what
of the others?” | asked. “What others? There wi# bho others.”
“A prostitute with two clients only?” “Yes, you andax. If Max does
not want me, I'll be yours alone. (Singer, 2010:99)

Miriam surprises also in her maturing process —rwhklee appears onstage she
seems to be young, crazy, and naive with a pinckawhgeness. Later on when

she realizes that Max may die, she radically chsuhge attitude toward life.

She was now a mature woman, her hair disheveledeyes red. In her
gaze and in her pursed lips | could see the degpahlmose who suffer
from permanent melancholy.(Singer, 2010:109)

As mentioned earlier, Miriam takes care of an ibfamd maybe this evokes her
parent instinct and she wants to have a baby waloA Aaron is determined
to have a baby with Miriam only once when he speakth her father

but as reader can suppose it is only lie. Miriaalizes at the end of the novel that

he does not want to have one.
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Sprawled on top of the bed she said, “If we hachild, we’ll name him

Max.” “There will be no children,” | said. “Why n@t she asked. “You
and |, we are like mules,” | answered, “the lasaafeneration.” (Singer
2010:228)

The relationship between Miriam and Max can be dlesd as a platonic one
although she has liaison with him. She is able it@ gip everything for Max
but during the whole novel it is not clear why. Jhact can raise the question
if Max Aberdam somehow helps Miriam or if thereasy deeper implication.
The relationship between Miriam and Aaron on theephand is clearly physical
but it can be caused by something else — she vaitissertation about his books
and she can admire him as well. She does not lieebame devotion to Aaron
which she feels for Max. The fact that Miriam wants have a baby
is understandable but she wants to name him Maat T something that is

not admissible for Aaron.

4.2 Religion
Meshugahis obviously full of Jewish and Yiddish vocabuégiand names such

as Pentateuch (five books of Moses) and Gemara (daifalmud including

rabbinic comments). It seems that most characters their faith. For example
Aaron Greidinger is aware of the Jewish testamanelen though he has lovers
and he is able to maintain contact with Miriam anarry her. Max on the other

hand remains faithless from the time of the Worldr\W until his death.

My friend, | may have lost everything, but a bit s#nse | still have.
Though I'm in debt over my head, | owe nothingtte Almighty: as long
as He keeps sending us Hitlers and Stalins, Heeis God, not mine.
(Singer, 2010:5)

Although Aaron’s friends Budniks are Jews, theel&ath too. “There is no God,

there are no angels, no demons. These are faey, taluch ado about nothing.”
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(Singer, 2010:172) In fact they adapt themselveNaw York City: Misha starts
the job of a taxi driver and slowly rejects hengign. Miriam remains faithless
as well, and she wants Aaron to kill her whichhe greatest sin. Now there is
a question if she lost faith when she was sixtaebefore it. Most of the people
change during the story and almost everyone whefiggjee more or less loses his
faith and adapts new culture. One opinion mentiomsd Miriam is that
Jewishness in America is good for nothing. Evers¢éfmho got married or joined
synagogues were thoroughly assimilated. JewishnessAmerica consists

in sending checks to Israel or belongings to HaatagdsSinger, 2010:96)

4.3 Conclusion
Although some parts of the plot dleshugahare slightly predictable, the end

of the novel is astonishing. It is obvious that iaireibitcher will become
bankrupt and that Max will be in trouble becausemnainey. It is also clear that
there will be kind of secret connected with Miriavfet the end is like a bolt from
the blue. After Max dies, Aaron knows only awfue@es of information about
Miriam and in the next moment there is a marriaggvben Aaron and Miriam.

Winter was nearly over and soon it would be sprirgnia and Morris
Zalkind proposed to make our wedding a lavish gffaut Miriam
and | insisted on a small ceremony, with only theo tof them
in attendance. (Singer, 2010: 227)

Another surprise parallels this marriage: Mirianparents start to live together
again thanks to Morris Zalkind who takes Fania batka sense it was a double
celebration, because Miriam’s mother had returmednfEretz Yisrael having
broken with Felix Ruktzug, and Morris had taken back.” (Singer, 2010:227)
Miriam represents an evil element of the novel. Dhiginal nameLost souls
marks Aaron and Miriam. With his act of marryingrdm Aaron deprecates

everything what he was fighting for — Miriam asapo in concentration camp
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or Miriam as a prostitute. Singer offers the amgzemd of this novel. Aaron’s
behavior appears to be caginess or adoration. ifdtgbssibility is that Aaron is
offered twenty thousand dollars by Miriam’s fatliehe marries her. At the end
of the novel, he tears the check into pieces. $oishthe least probable reason
why Aaron marries Miriam. Another possible motigatiis his desire to purify
her bad reputation. Another possible reason cahédogreat adoration for Miriam.
Both second and the third reason is connected twéhdea that Aaron is willing
to forgive her everything and to forget her evieds. Last reason is the opposite
to the previous. Aaron wants to do something ittagji maybe to sleep with girl
that is nasty. Miriam represents the opposite aldgso it is also possible that he
attracted by Miriam’s bad background and he waotdry something that is
not angelic. I. B. Singer was highly interestedrimational women and this topic

repeated as it is obvious fraememies, A Love Stooy Meshugah.
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5. The Family Carnovsky (1969)

5.1 Structure of the novel
The book by Israel Joshua Singer was originallylipubd in Yiddish in 1943.

The Yiddish English translation was firstly pubkshin 1969. The book is
divided into the three parts (45 chapters) and gzt represents one male
representative of the family Carnovsky — Book l.vida Book Il. Georg; Book
[ll. Jegor. The structure of the sentences is noomaplicated than in previous
books of I. J. Singer or later works by I. B. Singéhe author narrates in third
person and also plentifully uses direct speech kvimoves the reader straight into
the action. As well as I. B. Singer also Joshuduges Yiddish terms connected
with the Jewish culture. Although the text is e&synderstand sometimes there
are phrases taken from the Torah which are notmsple for uninitiated readers.
Full of reversions, the plot is excellently and jplgecomposed. It is also hard
to predict how the story develops. The reader devdle book until he gets

to an astonishing end.

5.2 The summary of the plot
The plot is set initially in Poland where the Carskys originate. David

Carnovsky is humiliated during Sabbath because eferdling the book
of Pentateuch written by Moses of Dessau alsoda$Moses Mendelssohn. He
is discredited in his neighborhood and leaves ihenty with his wife Leah.
David considers Germany as the city of enlightesediety so he finds there
a place to stay. Germany becomes a real home foidait his only son Georg
suffers a lot in the country. Georg grows up ansl &dot of arguments with his
father because of religion, faith and life. Geosggalienated from his father
and leaves home. The same destiny waits for thes@eorg — Jegor. He is also
an alien in the different culture and society ahd hatred from son to father

grows.
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5.3 The Carnovskys

5.3.1 David Carnovsky

David Carnovsky is obviously the most enlightenedspnality in the family. He
is the respectable person in Poland until he israieed in the synagogue.
Although he is respected and has a good placelan&ohe is willing to leave his
homeland for the country which seems to be the wkeknowledge and light.
Proud of being citizen of Germany, he requireswiie Leah to speak German
even if they are having sex. Yiddish means for Dadmething that offends him
and brings the old bad thoughts back to him. IfiLéa&gets and speaks Yiddish
instead of German, David automatically feels randde tries to assimilate
in Germany as much as possible because he wabts dopart of the great place
of Enlightenment and all this he does for himsalthough he becomes reputable
member of the new society, he is incapable of pgthimself in the place of his
son Georg. David is so deep in religious businkas e neglects Leah and also
his only child without knowing what his behaviorncaause. It is for example
obvious when David describes to Georg race andioels matters and he does

not give his son an appropriate answer.

“The children say that | am a Jew, Father,” Geagl.s“You are that
in the house, child,” David said, “but in the strg@u are a German.
Do you understand now?” Georg did not understand Bavid had
no choice but to tell him that he was still too ggufor such things
and that as he grew older they would become cle@eorg left his
father’s study dissatisfied and shaken in his alisdhith in the wisdom
of adults. (Singer 1969: 30)

David spends a lot of time with rabbis, mainly witReb Ephrain
and the alienation continues. He is so busy with study of religion that he
begins to ignore his descendant. When Georg daeachdn accordance with his
father, David always puts the blame on Leah. Gasrgot a good student
and receives bad grades. In that situation triggues his hands off the case. This
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means that David wants to keep order and obediendes family which is
not present in Georg’s behavior.

“See the fine grades your son brings home,” he saichis wife,
emphasizing the fact, that it was her son who \waspbor student. Leah
flushed angrily. “Why my son all of a sudden?” stsked. “He is much
yours as mine.” “All of my family were scholars,”alid said smugly.
(Singer 1969: 32)

Although David tries his best and at first he psshis son gently into the studies,
his behavior is not successful. Georg tends togbhome poor grades. David
wants his son to be a magnificent student so hekshihat beating and scolding
can help. The situation is escalated when Georgsleacaricature of his teacher

of history.

David’s life is full of disillusions. Firstly, its his son who does not tread in his
steps and later on he chooses a profession of géaysiSecondly, it is when his
friends turn their backs before the World War Iméist every friend is afraid
to do something together with David. Only Reb Eprsiays in those bad times.
Thirdly, it is when he gets to know that Georg dagéegentile girl — in Yiddish
ashiksa(which mainly refers to a non-Jewish woman or aspinate). This is
the most humiliating act for David and he lets @Gea@hoose between him
and the gentile girl Teresa. Georg's decision gsags David and it is also
the last straw. From that time David feels thathhe no son. Leah is the person
who tries to keep the family complete so she oftgas to convince him that
Teresa is a good and nice girl. David is so angy@aims that it is the next step
before Georg completely converts. He also thinksualthe fact that his son can

exchange him for a gentile slut.

After some time Teresa gets pregnant and expdaéby who is named Joachim
Georg Carnovsky. The first name Joachim is the samehis grandfather.
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In Georg’s mind, this act can put the family togetlagain but for David it is
not enough. More painful for David is the fact that wife Leah and his daughter
Rebecca visit his son and Teresa frequently. Davisb far away from his son
that he remains cool when Georg invites him to nattethe ceremony
of circumcision of Joachim, nicknamed Jegor. Dal@éls alone; his wife does
not stand solidly by him and only one dearest pesgtays with him. Reb Eprain,

who has always good piece of advice, is able tandaim down.

They were all leaving him, his friends, his childrall those dear to him.
Sitting alone in his large book-lined study, helizesl, that he was
the last of a generation. No one would bother whthvast library he had
so painfully accumulated. The whole great Jewishldvthat had taken
thousands of years to evolve, the Torah, the wisdthra customs,
the scholarship for which countless Jews had bledl sacrificed their
lives, all would be forgotten and wiped away. (®n§969: 158, 159)

The situation between David and Georg rapidly ckanghen NSDAP members
start to take over power in Germany. The policynges in the whole country
including the school system. Teachers who wereeeanhly for laughs are in the
highest positions. After Jegor is humiliated at threversity he falls ill. Every

member of the family tries to help Georg and Terés& mind of David changes
and he no longer feels anger for his son. He entershome he never wanted
to enter. The relationship between David and Gebti@nges and they both feel

that everything is in order.

5.3.2 Georg Carnovsky
Georg is one great disappointment for his fatheridhot a good student has poor

grades and is not determined to improve himsei$. piossible to say that he is the
black sheep of the family because he is not actiogording to the Jewish
standard. Step by step all Carnovsky males leageJdwish culture. Georg's
trouble has its beginning in youth. He is raisdé@ la normal child. He slightly
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changes after he is branded as a Christ-killer.idHeot aware what this term
means but his feelings are touched more after ke e family maid. Georg
believes her firmly so he is hit by the fact thaé gells him the same. Since that

time Georg knows that he differs from the resthef beighborhood.

His desperation is intensified after he gets towkrnabout a new inhabitant
of the family; his sister Rebecca. The pregnanchisfmother hurts little Georg
so much. He is not confident with his position hi tfamily or even in society
and that makes him suffer. He is lost and doe«knotv how to interact with other
people and children. In a way he heals his selfidence thanks to Helmut who
is devoted to him. Georg realizes that he has dant® over him and he stands
in the position of the leader. After Helmut kisgesorg on cheek, Georg acts

affectedly and the friendship ends.

At the age of 20, Georg graduates from the Gymmnasiith honors but he does
not want to study at a business college as hiefatiishes. He revolts against his
father because David wants his son to be indepérulenGeorg wants to do
anything but a commercial career. It is understhledthat David is disappointed
because he knows that the main activities of hrs @@ drinking beer and sex.
With his behavior following later, Georg revoltsaagst the religion and mainly
against his father. He therefore starts new fribipdsvith Judah Lazarovitch
Kugel. Students criticize him because of his apgese and his name Judah —
the one who (according to the Bible) betrayed J€3usst. He is a kind of outcast

and this is the reason why Georg inclines towandl. hi

It is obvious that David does not lose completéhfan his son because he gives
him a job as a gatherer which means for Georg anathance. Yet this chance is
wasted again and Georg is definitely changed bycttrapany is not capable
of giving his father all the money because of higldng and prostitutes. His
personality is altered that he actually tries toidvhis parents. His mentality is
also partly deviated. Georg luxuriates in the tany of people. It is obvious
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in the case of Helmut and afterwards in the caseuth. Ruth is a clever Jewish
girl who admires Georg and wants to be with himmagh as possible but Georg
does not show any interest and is aware of caymngto young Ruth. Until this

point in the novel it is only Georg who causes hdmm after he meets Elsa he
falls in love and the situation turns over. For fhist time Georg is not the one
who holds control over the situation and that m&kes uncomfortable. Because
of this girl he changes his field of study and bees a physician even if he is
not so interested in that field. He gets his feshbck after he sleeps with Elsa
and she does not care to marry Georg. For onehand to realize that everything
that was done was good for nothing. Georg leaveshi® First World War with

disgust because he knows that he has sacrificaghtke life to medicine and that

remains something unacceptable for him.

The First World War changes Georg. Although he gjaitot of experience during
the war and he could make his career, he is witlingettle down with Elsa who is
devoted to politics. That is the other hit that s Georg’s opinion about
women. After that he behaves offensively towardergwwoman displaying

any interest in him and he becomes little bit amrdgas well. A war changes
people a lot and also contributes to the variatb&eorg’s branch so he comes
at Havely Clinic where he becomes a member of tisteard, which breeds

new life to him rather than watching injured bodies

On one hand Georg would like to visit his parentg bn the other hand
the situation with Teresa does not enable it. Thestion is why Georg does
not break up with this gentile girl. Some possitdasons include first that he
wants to annoy his father, second that he reaNgdoTeresa, and last that he
wants to abandon his faith because the Jewishioelig not important for him.
Georg is completely absorbed with his work whiclersonakes him a reputable
doctor. Yet as his father neglected him, he doesséme thing to his family.
An incomprehensible situation comes after he gimdemptation of Herta Moser.
Although Georg respects his wife, he is attractgdHerta because of her nasty
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words and behavior. Actually, he is enticed onlyfityh and vulgarity but her
personality does not mean anything to him. The straee appears in the novel

Meshugah.

George is changed again after he loses everythumghgl the Fascist entry
and something humiliating happens to him. He ibittiten to treat Aryan women
and he is also pushed to leave and sell HavelyidGhich is really hard because
the clinic supports the family. He is able to sp&ath his own son commonly

only in the moment of life and death.

5.3.3 Joachim Georg Carnovsky and his weaknesses
Jegor is a person affected by the pre-war conseggelrle is raised as a normal

child but pampered by his grandmother. He is adi@eh his childhood when he
realizes that he differs from other students. Heids/ other children. Most
of time, he spends in the garden or with domestrgants. More than his father,
Jegor admires his anti-Semitic uncle Hugo. Thisseality is in charge of all
the difficulties that appear in the life of Jegbiugo, Teresa’s brother, indirectly
abets little Jegor against his father which leadthe further broil between Jegor
and his father. Hugo visits Carnovskys only becatssy have money, free
cigarettes and alcohol which he can not afford. Ikthe Jegor, Hugo represents
an idol, a patriotic war veteran and hero, who faug combat for his country
which is something that his own father never dile§e are the main attributes
that are played off in this novel between son aildr. Jegor hates his weakness
and ugly appearance which is, in his opinion, cduse the Jewish part of his
father. His pure German mother represents an amgkepurity which was blotted
by Georg. The march with a mass of people proves dtisolute shift— he

deprecates everything that his family represembse, family and emotions.

The broad square was alive with flags, torchesseny@and marching men.
From open touring cars the nation’s new leaderoegt the screaming
mobs. The people bellowed, thrust our arms, anelaseed hysterically.
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Jegor felt the blood rush to his head. He found skiin cheering
and repeating the short, ugly slogans, in fanaticAbrus with
the inflamed thousands. For the first time he fakt life was good
and had purpose. He knew he would never again éesdme. (Singer
1969: 219)

Even though Jegor tries to hide his Jewish wealidy the neighborhood is aware
of his Jewish origin. He is absolutely humiliatedhem he is driven to stand
in front of the class and he is taken as illustratof the Jewish representative.
After that kind of degradation his professor makés strip naked. This kind
of humiliation leaves a bad aftertaste on Jegor gods with him through

the remainder of this novel.

Jegor in fact blames his father for everythinggdbes not want to be a Jew. Jegor
comes later to the phase that he is able to thakitahis father's death in order
to separate his mother and father. Getting allsviSaorg, Teresa and Jegor leave
for America. Even though Jegor is humiliated in i@any he still wants to return
to Germany. His ideology is clear at school afterdxchanges his view with
the American professor Levy. Jegor turns againatsJand he tries to convince
the whole class that the German army lost becalisaitors and Jews. In that
phase it becomes clear that although Jegor is a dewhas both self-hatred
and racist tendencies which were provoked by theher. His hatred towards his
father is visible when Jegor leaves home, writdstter to his mother and signs
himself as Joachim Georg Holbeck which means theptete separation from his
father’s roots. His conscience allows him even ¢oeat a job from Dr. Zerbe
as a spy of Jewish people for the Nazis. He joineva friend Ernst Kaiser, young
fellow of Germans, who takes him into the Nazi ciulihe US. Even after those
sins Jegor is capable of committing the worst dsfer he fails in everything he
blames Dr. Zerbe and wants revenge. Yet the hdtteeteels is projected away
from his father and moves to Zerbe. He returns liackerbe’s house and kills
him after Zerbe kisses him on the lips. His compmttulminates after he takes

a revolver from Zerbe’s home and realizes that hlg bas his parents. In this
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moment he sees only one way how to be salvagedpimes home and shoots
himself. His father hears the sound of the shotfamt$ his son.

Jegor took his father’'s hand and kissed it. TheoAttve spread a warm
glow through Dr. Carnovsky and he took a momenttofkiss Jegor

on the lips. Immediately afterwards he grew pratesaly detached

and, holding a cloth to his son’s sweat-drenched,faegan to drip ether
onto it, drop by drop. (Singer 1969: 405)

5.4 Important characters of the novel

Although Hugo Holbeck and Dr. Zerbe are not themwdaracters, they notably
interfere in the lives of Carnovskys and have digaint role. They both share
the hatred against Jews but also at the same tney different characteristics.
Hugo has a mean, ignorant and envious person&lgycan not bear the high
position held by his brother-in-law but he keepsvaiting them because of their
possession. What is more degrading for him thatskgter, a pure Aryan girl,
marries a dirty “enema-giver” as he calls GeorgeAHugo finds out that Georg
has experience from war and had higher militarjkrae is mad because Georg
used to be a doctor at a field-hospital. War exgmee from such an environment
Is not heroism for Hugo. Since that time he feeltrdd towards Georg and also
has an influence on little Jegor. Jegor is in thetonly person Hugo cares about.
Hugo’s meanness is obvious after he gets the posii the army and thereafter
he is afraid of having a contact with the Jews. ¢lug in principle a racist
and always envied the car of his brother-in-lawteAthe changes break out, he

takes the car without any qualms.

For years he had been envious of his brother-inslgnwocession of fancy
automobiles. He could forgive Georg everything € #legant home,
the clinic, the women who threw themselves at hihe Egyptian

cigarettes, and the French cognac — but never dheHe used to gag
over the injustice of it — that a Jew who couldifive and never went
over sixty should own such a fine machine while wkp knew the car
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like his own ten fingers, was forced to walk. Itsmaothing less than
criminal. Now more than ever he felt the need caa For one, it suited
his new position. (Singer 1969: 227)

Hugo later completely breaks off contact with hignosister, Georg and even
Jegor whom he loves so much. He is so vulgar tleabily offers his sister

a divorce with Georg, since it directly contradibtazi ideology of German racial

purity.

Another character, Dr. Zerbe, stands on the sid&@fmans and tries to spy
on Jewish population in the U.S. He is an undedrateellectual and gets inferior
work which becomes fateful for him. Zerbe standthmway of Jegor’s happiness
and profanation which means that he uses Jew agkms He is another kind
of idol for Jegor but after Zerbe changes his pmsihe is subsequently indicted

by Jegor as a carrier of evil. His homosexualitydmees fatal for him.

5.5 Religion
It is interesting to follow the plot and learn hal the characters change. Only

one member of Carnovskys stays religious until ¢hd of the story and it is
David. His belief in good and evil part is oftersclissed with his best friend Reb
Eprhain. He keeps its bounds and he is not wiltmglo something against that
persuasion. His son Georg is on the thin boundéarigetief. After he reaches
adolescence he completely changes and does rnat@wding to the Jewish rules.
He proves that for example by marrying gentile.githe war changes Georg, he
loses his faith in God; God would not be able testemany people die. Although
he knows his religious limitations, his son — thstlof the generation Carnovskys,
is completely different and changed by the time andironment. He grows up
surrounded more by gentiles than Jewish people thigdis in my opinion
dominant element why he changes too much. In facsthnds against the Jews

and is ready to betray both family and close freend
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5.6 Conclusion
The Family Carnovskiries to deal with the Jewish topic in the Germanjate

1930°s after the forces of the Nazi Party overtdiee country. The generation
of Carnovskys grows into the period of uncertaitufe where David is the most
enlightened and reputable member of Carnovskysatswdthe Jewish population,
Georg rebels against the family who does not ackedye the rules of the Jewish
society and Jegor may be the last of the familys lot certain if Jegor, the last

of the Carnovskys, survives the unhappy event.
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6. Conclusive comparison

Isaac Bashevis Singer and Israel Joshua Singerubtettly enriched the world
of literature both in a different way and they havecome an integral part
of the Jewish literature. Although they were broshend shared the same home
in their youth in Poland, their conception of tlierature was partly different.
“There are two Singers in Yiddish literature andileiboth are very good, they
sing in different keys.” (Howe 1980: 7) Howevergyhused similar topics like
the Jewish emigrants from Poland, keeping of fattte loss of the family
and assimilation in brand new society. It is neagsto mention that Israel Joshua
Singer died in 1944 so he did not experienced tet & the World War 1
and therefore held his pessimistic literally feglwhereas Isaac Bashevis often
turned in his works to humor or satire. Israel d@skried to show his opinion
on Nazi Germany where Nazis were in interestingtresh On one hand they
were disciplined and fresh and on the other haeddhdership was interwoven
with homosexuals. Israel Joshua uses the same itodibe Family Carnovsky
After the First World War many Americans of the toSeneration were
convinced that the state pushed people under titecalopressure. Thus many US
people thought that Nazis were not so bad. |. dg&iwanted to reveal the real
truth and change American minds Ebe Family Carnovskys a didactic work.
Although Israel Joshua believed at the time — hkany intellectuals then - that
the solution against Nazism was communism his lkrafaac remained unbiased.

However, he connected his characters with thidipaliidea.

Brothers I. B. Singer and I. J. Singer are evidemfluenced by both World Wars
and by living inexile in the United States. Theeral concept develops
in the work of Israel Joshua Singer; the generagiap is in fact unstoppable
and it is impossible to change. Hope vanishes witbry descendant moving
from their home which is obvious ifmhe Family CarnovskyThis novel also

reacts tothe future of the whole world. This uteety finishes in two

counterparts; surviving of the world, life with aepanying new hope or death

and total destruction. The world of Carnovskys see¢mbe the world without
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hope, the world where lucid intervals are rare, @ne world where almost

everything finishes with fatal error.

Israel Joshua Singer builds the world with its #jecharacters more or less
provoking the reader. Humiliation and the hatrediagt one’s own community is
not any obstruction to join the oppressor. Mastpdifshed style in Joshua’s work
sometimes seems to be absurd and incomprehen3ib&e.question “Why?”
accompanies most of the character’s decisions. eTiera persistent presence
of suspension and suffering which is slowly and/etly escalated until it finishes
with tragedy which is a quite different from reaglinis brother’s novel.

“I. J. Singer mastered, as few Yiddish writers hattee problems
of construction peculiar to this kind of novel: haw link and contrast
parallel plots, how to balance clusters of characégainst one another,
how to bring together a large span of novelisticetiwith at least some
moments of intensely realized detail. It's hard smy, and probably
not very important, whether he modeled himself canssly
on the European masters of the family chronicle bm¢cause he was
subject to parallel pressures and needs, developekis own parallel
strategies of composition.” (Howe 1980: 8)

In contrast with Israel, his older brother Isaaguliates in the supernatural
elements. He frequently uses good and evil parts gaives them into contrast.
Those parts are directly linked to the main chamacand make major decisions
in the plot. Evil elements are usually associateéth Wazi Germany, diabolic
Adolf Hitler or Satan itself. Good elements are regged sometimes
as enlightened personalities, God or rabbis althog also shows some bad
rabbis as well.One example of the bad rabbi is Mr. Lampert fr&memies,
A Love Story He is fully dependent on Herman Broder who writaticles
for him. Lampert is not able to do anything withcwelpers and his reputation

as a scholar is based on lies.
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“I'm calling you because in your cabala article yoade several serious
errors which do neither of us any credit.” “Whatoes?” “I can't tell you
now. Rabbi Moscowitz called me up — something abihet Angel
Sandalphon or Metatron. The article is in type. Whaee caught
the mistakes, they were going to press. They'llehtavtake out the pages
and rearrange the whole magazine. That’'s what yodbne to me.” “I'm
very sorry, but in that case | resign, and you tidrdve to pay me
for the work I've done.” “How will that help me?depend on you. Why
didn’t you check? That's why | hired you, to doeasch so | wouldn’t
look like a simpleton in the eyes of the world. YXawow I'm busy and ..”
(Singer 1972: 69)

Isaac uses lot of the religious matters and temasfar the gentile readers it can
be quite difficult to understand all the meaninygany Jewish questions are
intelligible only to Jews acquainted with the whalewish tradition. Thus
the works of Isaac Bashevis and Israel Joshua Westty written in Yiddish

because it was their native tongue. Later thes&swaere translated into English

and other languages.

The subjects of the novels were quite differerdatswas not afraid of working
with characters as liars, prostitutes and thiell¢s. works can be roughly divided
into two groups: those which return to pre-war Rdleand sometimes even
precious centuries there, and those which takeeplac postwar America.”
(Prochazka 2002: 266) He is interested in polygammch is associated with
the previous lives of the characters; for exampl@he Penitentor Meshugah
where the assumed dead first wife has in fact sadvihe Holocaust. Characters
of Isaac’s and Israel's novels are forced to lethagr homeland (mainly Poland
because of the origin of both brothers) so they sarvive the Nazi menace.
Those characters get a new chance to start a ctalypleew life as it is e.qg.
in Enemies, A Love Storyr The Family Carnovskput instead of being happy
their destinies are affected by a loss of everghiteath of family members

or humiliation.
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His work helped many younger writers link the stafkJewish fable,
narrative, and metaphysical preoccupation withrtisecular American
condition, and encouraged them to reach back in&ir tbackground
in European experience. (Bradbury 1992: 168, 169)

Faith becomes one of the most important subjectslldbur novels. In Israel's
The Family Carnovskis faith something that slowly disappears genemnaifter
generation but it is necessary to mention thatyepersonality keeps something
that is primarily in relation with religion. Someharacters turn to God
in crowning moments or in hopeless situations. Ofgedple hesitate if to remain
faithful or to convert. In all the novels some ghlened people maintain

the religious tradition.

In Isaac’s novels the characters sometimes wanfotget their past such
as inEnemies, A Love Storwhere a person knowing about relatives is able
to avoid them which is quite startling. “The Singjeview of Jewish survival is
expressed succinctly in the “private philosophy” ldérman Broder.” (Siegel
1981: 54) Why a person without friends and familgmis to stay hidden in a new
community? The Family Carnovskghares quite similar problem where a son
wants to extricate from the Jewish society andle & betray his own family.

Israel and Isaac experienced hard times during kives and because of that they
chose such interesting Jewish themes. Isaac wonNthesl Prize in 1978
and became internationally one of the most popdéwish writers at all. His
works are full of tragic moments, privation is moissing, satire reveals as well.
Sometimes literary critics claim that Isaac freéslariting after the death of his
brother. “Some critics have suggested that Isaacimpeded by Joshua, that he
felt himself under his brother’s “shadow.” Sevenalve hinted that only Joshua’s

death enabled Isaac to free completely his creativse.” (Siegel 1981: 43)
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Both brothers” novels have the same value becdggedre original. Although
The Family Carnovskyloes not contain brighter moments, it is such arthe

touching generational novel that it should not loenpared with other novels.

For better orientation there is a chart comparggrtovels.

Author

Title

Year

Summary

=

Israel Joshua Singe

The Family
Carnovsky

1969

No optimism, the destiny

of a person comparablg

to the destiny of the
mankind

14

Isaac Bashevis
Singer

Enemies, A love

story

1972

Includes tragic
situations, comedy
sections, satire and

anger, filmed in 1989

Isaac Bashevis
Singer

Meshugah

1981 - 1983

Serialized inForward
under its original title;
Lost soulspartly
autobiographical

Isaac Bashevis
Singer

The Penitent

1983

Serialized inJewish
Daily Forward,

involving dissatisfaction
and disillusion, taking
place in Israel, a turn
toward orthodox religion
to solve the problems of
alienation

Both brothers elucidated the topic of the Jewishgesnts; they summarized
problems associated with the war experience as napossibility of total
assimilation, loss of the family etc. The valueludir work can not be measured.
They both were great writers and they both brougtrnething less known
to the Europeans. However, I. B. Singer becam@téat figure for young Jewish

people in the US.
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Although it is difficult to predict anything in thirespect, the peak
of American Jewish literature is undoubtedly ov@ince memories are
fading and the sense of a distinctive identity ig1-spite of occasional
stirs of interest — melting, if there is a reviwametime soon, it will be
very different both as a phenomenon and in its featdtions.
(Prochazka 2002: 267)
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7. Resumé

Cilem této diplomové prace je analygi romari napsanych zidovskymi autory
I. B. Singerem a I. J. Singerem. &hto roménech se da pozorovéned lidské
osobnosti zavisejici na politickém vyvoji v Eveokolnosti druhé sitové valky
zasahly do osudmnoha zidovskych rodin a prawna tyto olsti valky se zamtuji

oba autdi.

Ztrata rodiny, zafi¢éinéna emigraci, se stava jednim ziédhich motiw téchto
romari. Zidé, ktéi uprchli pred hrozbou nacismu do Spojenych tatasto
zakladali noveé rodiny. Ektefi z nich nendli sebemensiho tuseni, Ze jejich prvni
partnéi pieZzili valku a tim se neédomky dopou&i polygamie. Tuto K¢ku
osudu zaziva také postava Hermana Brodera z romdennies, A Love Story.

Ackoliv hrdinové roman prezili diky emigraci nacistickou rasov@istku, jejich
postaveni v nové spaieosti nebylo zpsatku nijak lehké. Zili takka bez
financnich prostedki a aby se byli schopni uzivit, museéhsto vykonavat praci,
kterd neodpovidala jejich v&lani. Casto jejich jedinou podporou byla Zidovska
komunita, diky niz se necitili zpatku v novém sit¢ tak opusni. Ne kazda
romanova postava se asimiluje v novém peakt bez problén V piipac
Hermana Brodera z romaritnemies, A Love Stojg novy z&atek jeho Zivota
spjat s novou identitou osobnosti. Dokonce odméik&ni secleny své rodiny
Zijicimi v Americe. Steja tak jedna ve svém zastnani, kde se Zivi jako
anonymni pisatel. V podobné situaci se ocitd i Aa@reidinger z romanu
Meshugah jez prostednictvim své noviridké prace poskytuje cenné rady
Zidovskym gistehovalaim. Paradoxé se vSak vyhyba osobnimu setkani s lidmi

Zidovského pivodu, s nimiz byl v kontaktu v minulosti.
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Vzhledem k prozitym udalostem — emigrace, ztrawing a patel, odlodeni
od matéské zem, ztrata spoléenského postaveni a majetku, 2jigt faktu
o vyhlazovani v koncentkaich taborech — mnoho Zidztraci viru. Nemohou se
smiit s myslenkou, Ze by mohliB dopustit takovy zl&in na Zidovském nared
Po prozitych udalostech mnoho romanovych postacktriru okamzit, zatimco
v knizeThe Family Carnovskje od viry opou&no bthem reékolika generaci.

Diky skut&nosti, Ze oba autp Isaac Bashevis Singer a Israel Joshua Singgt, ma
Zidovsky mivod, mohoudtendi piiblizit historii Zidovstvi.Rada pojni, ktera se
v romanech objevila, mne vedla ktomu, abych sestetii judaismu blize

seznamil.

Vzhledem Kk jejich vlastnim prozZitkn jsou auté schopni autenticky iiblizit
¢ten&im osudy a mnohdy spletité Zivotni cestgmeckych ¢i polskych
Zidovskych emigrarit Dila bratfi Singefi maji hodnotné postaveni v americké

zidovske literatie ve 20. stoleti.
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