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Abstract

The aim of the bachelor thesis is to analyse what are the methodological criteria
for the socioeconomic studies that are involved with the EIAs development process in
Bolivia, for which, unfortunately, there are no standardized parameters generating
differences in the assessment and prediction of qualitative and quantitative environmental
and economic impacts for the populations where the projects, activities or public works
are being done. An analysis and study of the Regulations to the Environmental Law
N°1333 “Environmental Prevention and Control” was done because the EIAs are framed
by it and should meet the requirements of this legal norm to be approved. After that, there
is the analysis and exposition of a sample of the EIAs (second category — specific
analytical), the results of which are detailed in the quantitative and qualitative study of
the socioeconomic aspects, the identified socioeconomic structure, a socioeconomic
diagnosis, and a prediction and evaluation of socioeconomic impacts that were identified.
One of the main conclusions reached is that when reviewing the EIAs, it is evident that
there are no minimum parameters or criteria that a socioeconomic study should contain.
In addition, some research recommendations and proposals regarding the basic guidelines
are formulated.
Keywords: Sustainable development, economy, Bolivia, indicators, South America,

development, environmental economics, sustainability, analysis.

Abstrakt

Cilem bakalatské prace je analyza metodologickych kritérii pro socioekonomické
studie v souvislosti s procesem EIA v Bolivii, pro néz bohuzel neexistuji standardizované
parametry, které by generovaly rozdily v hodnoceni a predikci kvalitativnich a
kvantitativnich environmentalnich a ekonomickych dopadii na obyvatelstvo v souvislosti
s provadénymi projekty, ¢innostmi nebo vefejnymi pracemi. Soucésti prace je analyza
Opatieni k Zakonu o Zivotnim prostiedi ¢. 1333, Prevence a kontrola Zivotniho prostiedi,
protoze posuzovani vlivii na Zivotni prostfedi je koncipovéano v téZe smérnici a mélo by
splilovat pozadavky této pravni normy, kterd ma byt schvéalena. DalSi soucasti prace je
analyza ptikladu casti EIA (druha kategorie - specificka analytika), jejiz vysledky jsou
podrobné popsany v kvantitativni a kvalitativni studii, , socioekonomickych aspekta,
identifikované socioekonomické struktury, socioekonomickd diagndza a predikce a
hodnocen identifikovanych socioekonomickych dopadi. Jednim z hlavnich zavért prace

je konstatovani, ze z provedené analyzy EIA je ziejmé, Ze neexistuji Zddné minimalni
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parametry nebo kritéria, kterd by méla socioekonomicka studie obsahovat. Dale jsou
definovana n¢kterd doporuceni a navrhy dal$iho vyzkumu.
Kli¢ova slova: Udrzitelny rozvoj, ekonomika, Bolivie, ukazatelé, Jizni Amerika, rozvoj,

enviromentalni ekonomie, udrzitelnost, analyza.

The present investigation work has as a focus on the analysis and study of the
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) of Bolivia that were elaborated in between
2007 to 2018. Hence, EIAs are probably one of the sources of why sustainable
development is not the reality that Bolivia claims they have achieved. That’s why the
author decided to present the hypothesis: “The absence of minimum criterions to guide
the socioeconomic studies in the Environmental Impact Assessments “EIA” (second
category — specific analytical) generates differences in the evaluation and prediction of
quantitative and qualitative environmental impacts. Delaying the process of Sustainable
Development in Bolivia”.

In order to make this analysis possible, it was necessary for the investigation to
have the main objective to be the determination of the minimum criteria that an EAI
(specific analytical) must contain at the time of conducting a socioeconomic study.

To achieve that goal the methodology of the investigation had types of exploratory
research in a first instance and descriptive in a second instance. In addition, the non-
experimental transectional method, will be integrated in the study. Considering that in
Bolivia it’s been proven that not always what is stated in the documents is the reality of
the country, for the proper wat to obtain clear and valid information in order to achieve
the objectives of the investigation, as well as to be able to reach proper conclusions, there
has also been implemented the method of interviews that have a semi-structured format
with open questions.

The interviews were aimed at executives and official of the Ministry of
Environment and Water and expert enterprises consultants responsible for the
socioeconomic component of the EIAs at their companies.

It should also be mentioned that to determine the sample of the investigation, the
Stratified Probabilistic Sampling method was used. And the research sample was
determined by the formula that is used for finite populations, giving a result of the analysis
of 22 EIAs (second category — specific analytical).

On the theoretical framework chapter, a basis of conceptual ideas such as the

definition of sustainable development, environmental economics, an introduction to
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Bolivia, the problematic of how Bolivia is dealing with the environmental issues,
economic environment and just Sustainable Development in general, will be explained.

For the legal framework for this investigation, the laws that Bolivia has been
creating for the rights of Mother Earth, the prevention and conservation of the
environment, how to introduce and work the model for Sustainable Development in the
country, the current process of the EIAs and the functions of the studies to these ones in
a socioeconomic system will be presented and addressed.

As a result of the main objective of this investigation on the practical framework
there will be a described and explained analysis of the documents of the sample, which
in this case will be the EIAs (second category — specific analytical), that were approved
by the Ministry of Environment and Water, because they detail the qualitative and
quantitative study of the socioeconomic component, moreover, the socioeconomic
structure used in socioeconomic diagnoses (Baseline), the socioeconomic variables,
predictions and evaluations of socioeconomic impacts that were identified in the
investigation. In addition, the interviews that were realized to the experts on these fields
are going to be detailed and explained.

Following on the thesis the suggested solutions and recommendations are given,
synthesising that reflected on the benefit and utility of an EIA, in environmental
management, the results provided by them are of great importance for future decision-
making processes, therefore, an EIA carried out without the proper criteria could generate
differences in the assessment and prediction of quantitative and qualitative impacts
regarding socioenvironmental information, making it an aspect that would later translate
into unreliable information.

Finally, the conclusions of the following research are developed, proving that the
hypothesis proposed is accepted and that unfortunately this is just another case in Bolivia
where the statements and multiple laws cannot support the real facts. And the results of
this research would contribute to improve the process of environmental evaluation in the
socioeconomic area, showing that its purpose is to establish standardization parameters
that are based on the preservation of impacts, conservation, improvement and restoration

of the socioeconomic environment for real sustainability.
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