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ABSTRACT

This thesis is focused mainly on phenomenon ofpraafilms since the beginning of the
last century. The first part deals with vampiresrgdhological creatures, the Eastern-European
folklore and characteristics, vampires origin innfmia and the most famous representative of
Romanian mythology, Vlad Tepes. The next part ohices Bram Stoker and his work on the
best known vampire novel Dracula. The followingtpatoncentrate on the most important film
adaptations of Dracula. The last part deals witmpiges of the third millennium - the most

influential movie adaptations and TV shows withen tyears.
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INTRODUCTION

It is an indisputable fact, that vampires have fascinated people hundreds of years
and it is still going on. This topic is so popular, that nowadays, it has appeared in every
aspect of our lives we can get in touch with. We can see it in literature, movies, ways of
dressing and music style and many others. If we would search the internet, there are
millions of websites about vampires and mostly popular movies they appear in. But in
the past, it was not always like that. Vampires had been usually seen as villains who
drank and consequently killed human beings. But during many decades, they have
became special and admired by a lot of readers around the world.

I always thought this mania has started with Anne Rice and her Vampire
chronicles and perhaps the most popular book of this series, Interview with the
Vampire, which later on was adapted in a movie of the same name with Tom Cruise
and Brad Pitt in leading roles. That is how I always imagined vampires could look like
and behave. There were shown typical features of vampires, people are expecting. The
mostly wide-spread knowledge is that they are nocturnal creatures, sucking human
blood with their fangs, which keeps them alive and young, they are afraid of crucifixes

and garlic is poisonous for them, they sleep in coffins and the Sun could kill them.

In my bachelor thesis I would like to deal with the most widespread
characterization of vampires in Romanian culture and provide a view of the most
valuable movie adaptations of novel Dracula by Bram Stoker. Afterwards, I would like
to focus on the movie adaptation of Interview with the vampire, based on the book,

written probably by the most influential author of vampire stories, Ann Rice.



The last part is devoted to new generation of vampires and their presentation in
the movie adaptations and TV shows, which have affected general view on vampires in
the new millennium.
The aim of this thesis is to provide an overvieswhsampires have changed during centuries in

various movie adaptations. | would like to referctanges of vampire features and their special

powers, which are far too different, from the prisnaoncept of vampire, in this case Stoker’'s

Dracula.



1.VAMPIRE AS A MYTHOLOGICAL CREATURE

In this chapter | would like to deal with the etglogy of the wordvampire,vampire

appearance in folklore and their typical featuned appearance in Eastern Europe.

1.1. Etymology and folklore

The etymology of this term is unclear, so we do ewactly know where the word
vampire came from. But most probably, it is of pagan arigh every Slavic language, from
Czech to Croatian, we can meet up with the terampirewith slight different variations. Later
on, other non-Slavic languages, including Frencmpir) and English (vampire), had taken
over this term. Evidently, the Czech term (vampigd came out of these languages.
(Montagueova, 2013, p. 19) In tampire book: The Encyclopedia of the Undéaete is said,
that vampire is & peculiar kind of revenant, a dead person who heidirned to life and

continued a form of existence through drinkinglthad of the living (Melton, 2011, p. 739).

The origin of this word reflects, how people stdrte be superstitious since the Middle
Ages in Europe. Some of the wide-spread supenssitizcere part of the pagan period and ancient
folklore of remote village areas . People triecexplain themselves strange appearances, and ot
the ground of that, some of the folk myths, suptgsss and anathemas were created. Mostly, it
had something to do with behavior of bloodthirstgatures, like bats and wolves. These
superstitions were causes of people’s ignorance fead Generally, they spread orally just
among village community, who lived in a cruel wortdey do not have any knowledge about.

(Montagueova, 2013, p. 18)



In fact, the vampire myth is not just part of noawgsl folklore, literature and media in
Europe but we can find it all over the world, inmgadifferent variations. Every culture has its
own imagination of a vampire. For instance, in antiGreece, it was bloodthirsty Lamia or
Lilith, luscious demon from Mesopotamia. (Montegu&c2013, p. 9) Despite all of the different
interpretations, the Eastern Europe mythology remae most widespread after all. It takes

place mainly in Transylvania, which is called thiggimal homeland of vampires.

1.2. The Eastern European characteristics

According Petr Stepan’s booKniha Nosferaty(2008), the East European characteristic
of vampires, has became generally true for majot ph cultures and nations. It describes
a mysterious person with dark red lips and longhte®vered in blood, who has supernatural
abilities and can control dark magic. The most abi@ristic sign about vampire is, his or hers,
so called “bad (evil) look”. It is attributed to nonly vampires, but even to necromancers or
satanists. People with dark hair and deep, cold eyes, witimrski sometimes even bony, figure,
pale skin and stiff hooked nose are predetermimedbe the ones, with the evil-eyed look,

mentioned above. This look has became integralgfarampire imagé.(Stépan, 2008, p. 21)

1.3. Physical and spectral vampire

syt s

creatures. The first one is characteristic folkloreature, the physical vampire, which has the
same appearance as he was buried and wearingyeiigettical clothes he was dressed in. He is
not pale, in fact, his skin looks as if all the ddiohe sucked was filling every cell of his body.

Thanks to all blood inside him, he looks puffy, éodisly stinks, has long hair and nails and
sharp teeth, but he has no fangs. In some casesyds glows with unnatural, mostly red, light.
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Another one, is so-called spectral vampire, that derk outlines of his face, which are
clear to see only for a moment. Mostly before tliack. These vampires are described to be
“something dark, that heavily béaiKonstantinos, 1996, p. 16). The most interestsngn is,
that he is a ghost and is somehow connected with@se. He feeds on living people, while they
are asleep. There is a theory, which says, thatsppeampire survives, because he drains blood
or energy, or both. Then, at dawn, he returns socbrpse to transfer this energy to keep him
“alive”. This theory supports the mystery of vanggsir raising from the coffin without disturbing

the ground. (Konstantinos, 1996, p. 16-17)

1.3.1.Characteristic features of physical and spectral viapire

Konstantinog1998) says, that vampires are divided not only tavo groups, describing
their appearances, but there are also differencéiseir abilities. If we compare as physical as
spectral vampire, they have almost identical pnnpaowers, but they have also secondary skills,
which are different based on ethnic origin.

One of the primary characteristic features of thgsgcal vampire is his ability to drink
human blood, which gives him the strength. Theyexigected to have great power, which helps
them to keep a victim defenseless, during the latféloese two abilities are the most common.
The secondary feature is that in some culturesplpeloelieve that vampires can have sexual
intercourse with humans, but it is not desirabl®@agwampires unlike in literature. Babies, who
were conceived this way, can sense the presengedefad creature and they are able to get rid
of vampires. There is also an ability which allotie physical vampire to live human life to a

certain extent. (Konstantinos 1996, p. 17-18)
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On the other hand, the primary characteristic sloll the spectral vampire are not so
wide-spread, but there are two of them, which miggem true on the basis of documented
causes. Spectral vampires are able to paralyzewicdims and then obtain vitality of them, but
more likely, it is about energy than blood. In socireumstances, when death bodies were found
with signs of claws and bites, there had existediieory, which says, that spectral vampires are
also capable of sucking blood even they are irr thgectral form. The ability to change body
forms right before or even during the attack is ohtheir secondary characteristic skill, as well

as levitation and flying. (Konstantinos 1996, p-118)
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2. ORIGIN

In this chapter | would like to focus on beliefuampires, especially in Romania, which

is considered to be the place, where all the myire created.

Nevertheless, according some investigators in ifld bf vampirism, there are statements,
which assert that the real place, where the vampyth has been created is civilization around
the Indus river. However, evidences claim, thas tiation believed in vampire godhood rather
than some creatures of vampire race. (Konstantih®86, p. 23) The first civilization who
settled Mesopotamia were Sumerian, who believedampires and a creature which had the
appearance of a vampirekimmu,found on their territory. Another creature found Sumerian
territory wasuruku, which has the presumption to be the undead. Thasebeen a notice,
written in cuneiform, which says, thatruku was ‘a vampire, who attacks hunian
(Konstantinos, 1996, p. 25) Since that time, vamptories are widespread around the world, in
India, China, South America, Haiti and Africa, Imane of these places has popularized vampire

mythology as Europe — especially Romania.

2.1. Romania

Transylvania, which is the historical part in nalags central Romania, has been the
homeland of vampire myths and their most best-knospresentative — Dracula. We can still
come across with strong belief of returning deadspnvhich persisted from medial period till
nowadays Romanian folklore. Probably the most widesd term, which we can hear of, is
nosferaty describing the Transylvanian vampire. Nevertlelésere have been more proper

terms for vampires, according to the condition tegit body. Therefore, this chapter does not

13



deal withnosferatu but with the most accepted terms in Romanian foékllmoroii andstrigoii.

(Brodman, 2013, p. 35)

2.1.1.Moroii and moroaica

People believed in so-calledoroii (men) ormoroaica(woman), who were allowed to be
vampires or ghosts of Romanian countryside and thiggest desire was mostly animal blood.
In Curran (2008 there are a lot of examples, when people might faecnoroii. Those, who did
not go to church, who lied, stole, people who ateooked meat or drank a lot of distilled
beverage or even had dirty thoughts of someonésedste, were in danger that they would turn
into moroii. Regarding their appearance, nmearoii are noted to be pale and bald, so there is no
difficulty to recognize them. On the other hand vesrmoroii (moroaicg have dark red lips and

are red in the face. (Curran, 2008, p. 135)

Moroii belong to the group of “living vampires” gbey could die the same way as
regular mortal person. When they died, they becasiggoii, who is more evil kind of vampire.
The wordstrigoii has its roots in ancient Rome whesteigeswas a term for witches. Ifhe
Vampire Encyclopedis astrigoii described as a “dead vampire”, whose distinguisfeagures
include red hair, blue eyes, and the presence ofhearts” (Bunson, 1993, p. 24They are
mainly nocturnal beings, but there is a slight deato see them even during a day, and it is not
difficult to recognize them against ordinary peomence they do not cast shadow. (Curran,
2011, p. 20)There have been many ways of becomirggrigoii, including ‘suicide, witchcraft,
criminal activities, perjury, death at the handaozampire, being the seventh Seic. (Bunson,
1993, p. 24Y A grave of strigoii was easy to find, because pedyglieved there is a blue flame
burning above it and is visible from afar. Theres Heen a strong belief that inspiration for

vampires, as we know them in Romanian folklore, esfnom Vlad Tepes, Prince of Wallachia.
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2.1.2.Vlad Tepes — Vlad the Impaler (1431 — 1476)

It was just this historical figure, Vlad Ill. Draguwho inspired Bram Stoker to write
a story of a vampire Count Dracula.

Vlad Tepes or Vlad the Impaler was a prince of \Atiia and after his father's death
(Vlad 11.) he became the ruler of Wallachia, whishthe historical region in Romania situated
between the Danube river and the Southern CarpethBut his journey to become a horrific
ruler, as historical documents treat of him andknswn for, was intricate enough. (Curran,
2011, p. 65)

Most likely, the city of Sighisoara, in Transylvaninowadays part of Romania)
is regarded as his birth place. He was born asd¢bend son of Vlad Il., a Wallachian warlord,
also called as Dracul. Vlad Il. was a member of@mnder of Dragon, so his title “Dracul” comes
from the Romanian word for “dragon”. Interestingtfas that Romanian word “dracul” also
means “the Devil”. Vlad lll. was known as Draculeecause the suffix “a”, has the same
meaning as German tile “von” or French title “d&he word “Dracula” might be translated as
“son of the dragon” or “son of the devil” becausé tbhe suffix “a” as stated above.
(Montagueova, 2013, p. 99)

Vlad Ill. grew up in Turkish exile, where he adapteot only their language, but also
a way how the Ottoman people (Turks) treated tbiegmies. After his father’'s death, he had to
take over all duties as the new ruler. Duringladl years in exile, he developed hatred against the
Ottomans and wanted to revenge every injusticelthdtbeen committed on his family. While
his father was still in charge, he fought agaihst ®ttomans, who consequently conquered part
of Romania, region Wallachia. As soon as Vladddcame a successor, he decided to regain this
area back. He was successful in this effort birafd many years of Ottomans reign, the region
was devastated. The way, Vlad lll. tried to raiser®mic situation and to reduce criminality,

was extreme. Anyone, who tried to oppose him wamled with no mercy.
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In the Eastern Europe, he was seen as a fearsoams, tyhile his people considered him
a hero and patriot. (Montagueova, 2013, p. 99, 100)

For his brutal manners of terrorizing and executimenemies by impaling them on the
stake, he earned the nickname “Tepes” which in Ruwamalanguage means “the Impaler”.
(Melton, 2011, p. 792) This method of killing himesnies was one of his favorite kind of
executions. (LiSka, 2005, p. 69) After couple ofarge as the ruler of Wallachia, he was
overthrown and escaped to Moldavia. He spent tix¢ several years in safety, intriguing and
preparing for his return to Wallachia. He manaded s$trike and his objectives were cledq *“
break the political power of the boyars, to deathwgontinuous threats from rival claimants to
his throne, and to hold the conquering Ottomanbat” (Joshi, 2011, p. 395) Vlad lll. regain
the throne again but later on he was killed in @ldarhere has been various possibilities, how
Vlad Ill. could die. But the one thing is obviousdathat is, he was decapitated. It was believed,
it is the only way how he would not harm peopleranye. (LiSka, 2005, p. 108) Although, he
did so many cruel things, he was granted to havwéstin funeral, because his people did not
thought him to be a “vampire”. This belief has ofpash just after Bram Stoker published his
novel Dracula and since then, Vlad lll. was belagte be inspiration for Stoker’s character.

(Joshi, 2011, p. 396)
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3.BRAM STOKER

He was the author, whose the most famous piewogitfig “Dracula”, is considered to be

the synonym for classic literary fiction of the"™2€entury. (Montagueova, 2013, p. 150)

Abraham Stoker, or Bram, how he was informally exllwas born on"8November

1847 in Clontarf, which is a small village situated the north of Dublin. In his childhood he
was very sick and until the age of seven, he wadireed to bed. That time was probably
inspiring for him, because his mother read him tadibhorror stories, which might had the
influence in his later writings. When he finisheld Becondary school studies, he attended and
afterwards managed to graduate at Trinity Collegdublin. After attending the college he
started working as a drama critic and free lancenalist. (Dr. Miller, online) After he wrote a
review on theatre inscenation of Hamlet, with Heimyng in the leading role, they became
friends. (Montagueova, 2013, p. 152) He got a jflerato work as acting manager at the
Lyceum Theatre, whose owner was Henry Irving hifngelthat same year, Stoker got married
with Florence Balcome, with whom he had only ch#gdn, named after Stoker's best friend

Irving, whom he adored so much.

There have been speculations about his memberstiye Golden Dawn, secret order of
occultists, founded in 1887. Among its members mgdal the most significant minds in the
country. As mentioned above, thanks to his childhitloesses and his mother, who brought him
to this interest, he started to be enthusiastizabesh folklore, the natural science, occultism
and the supernatural. (Scarborough, 2008, onlieegn he wrote several other books and short

stories, the popularity of his Count Dracula hagendeen overcome.

Sadly he did not live long enough to see, how hkwhas became the worldwide

phenomenon. He died in 1912 of exhaustion at teeof4. (Stpan, 2008, p. 37)
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3.1. Working on the novel

At first, the most famous novel Dracula written Byam Stoker, has been accepted
embarrassedly, but in spite of this, the novel wmatuided among other excellent horror stories
of that period. Nevertheless, afterwards this pietevork has inspired many other vampire
stories. It is allowed to be the breakthrough wavkijch placed vampires among the folklore in
the West. (Bunson, 1993, p. 73) Most of us consldercula as the first vampire story, but
before Stoker, there had been Joseph Sheridanrue d&mal his Gothic novell&armilla, which
is one of the most outstanding vampire stories eveated. If we compare these two writings,
there can be found some similarities, which supff@tpresumption, th&armilla had inspired

Stoker in writing Dracula. (Montagueova, 2013, pO1L

LiSka (2005) writes about another possible way, Stolaricc had been inspired. He
describes his journey to United States, where dght,nhe had a nightmare about horrific
apparition. Stoker defined it as a walking corpsbich had left its grave. After he returned to
Britain, he was so enthusiastic and started togreepimself to write a horror story, where a
phantom of his nightmare, should have a major rdle. are not familiarized with the exact
terms of the nightmare, so we do not know, whak&toeally dreamed about. But it is a fact,
that after this experience, Stoker started studigéggnds about vampirism. It brought him to a
story of 1% century Wallachian tyrant, called Vlad Ill. Draaylalso known as Vlad Tepes —
Impaler. He put together characters of the beingsmightmare with the real historical figure of
Vlad 11, set the plot in Transylvania and his stdwad suddenly a key concept of a great novel.

(LiSka, 2005, p. 7,8,9)
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There is probably no accurate opinion on how Stokeitd get inspiration from. Last but
not least, there is another opinion, Joshi @011, who says, that Stoker had almost no
knowledge about the real Dracula — Vlad Tepes,esoduld not be inspired just this person. He
came across the name DraculaAim Account of the Principalities of Wallachia andlsfavia
written by William Wilkinson. Stoker started to weiand had even another name chosen, which
suited for the character of his vampire, and it Wasint Wampyr. But when he found out, that
the name “Dracula” means “devil” in Romania, he vaasazed by it and used it for his novel.

(Joshi, 2011, p. 81)
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3.2. Dracula (1897)

This novel, regarded to be the headstone of vangpiges ever written, and which has
became a model for many movie adaptations durifyc2dtury, was published in London by
Archibald Constable and Company in 1897. (Buns@831p. 73) Stoker used narrative form of
presenting the story through a journal entries,eges of letters and newspaper cuttings.
(Montagueova, 2013, p. 153) The story begins withathan Harker, a young lawyer, who is
travelling from England to the castle of Count Rda¢ situated in the remote Carpathian
Mountains. The purpose of Harker’s trip was to dsscsome business with Dracula about his

real estate transactions in England. Dracula apgedre a very good and kind host.

Nevertheless, after some time, Harker, as a gude€baont Dracula, realizes that he is
imprisonment in Dracula’s castle without the posgitybof leaving of his free will. Meanwhile,
Dracula is contriving plans to leave the castle seidout on the road to London. As time goes
on, Harker starts to disclose the secret aspdotaxfula’s nocturnal life. Once, he tries to escape
from the castle, even he was told not to go outi®froom at night. During his attempt to sneak
out, he is assaulted by three female vampires, avhaneant to be brides of Dracula. Harker is
rescued by Count Dracula himself. Eventually, henagas to escape after all and the story

moves back to England.

The plot continues thanks to the letters addressddina Murray, Jonathan Harker’s
fiancé. Meanwhile, Dracula is on his way to Londseailing on the ship Demeter. As soon as
Dracula meddles in inhabitants of London, deathrsetp widen in its streets. Lucy Westerna,
a faithful friend of Mina Murray, becomes one ofabula’s victims. Even though, Dr. Seward,
a psychologist, tries to help her with the aid lafdal transfusions, but it is not enough and Lucy
eventually dies. There are uncanny circumstanceghwmight have some continuity with the
death of young Lucy and therefore, Dr. Seward callsa Dutch specialist on paranormal

diseases, Abraham Van Helsing. After evaluatiothefwhole situation, he suggests, Lucy was
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attacked and bitten by a vampire and she has becaeef them. Therefore, Van Helsing insists
Lucy must be destroyed. He sneaks in her tomb whitsy sleeps and let one of hers suitors to
stab a stake through her heart. Then they cut effhead and use garlic to fill her mouth. Dr.
Van Helsing gathers information, which could leheém to Count Dracula. The investigation
looks promising but one of Dr. Sewards patient)flet, who is under the influence of Count,
helps Dracula to get into the asylum, where he tpet€hance to take control of Mina. She starts
being sick and Van Helsing conceives suspicion,istierning into a vampire and uses her as a
bait to track Dracula down back to Transylvaniaeyheach him and destroy him. Dracula turns

to dust and ashes, the curse is broken and Misavisd. (Wikipedia, 2014)

Dracula met with a success almost immediatelyhat time, there were a lot of tabloids,
newspapers and magazines, which placed the rewabast this just published novel in their

publications. Every one of them had their own opinand wrote about it.

A British tabloid, The Daily Mail(June 1, 1897) wrote about the novel's chaptbe, it
is “written and strung together with very consideradteand cunning”.(Joshi, 2011, p. §20n
the other hand’he Athenaeum magazif@une 26, 1897) criticized it for missingdhstructive
art in the higher literary sense ... at times likenare series of grotesquely incredible events.”
(Joshi, 2011, p. 82When Bram Stoker died, the Londdimespublished an obituary, which
mentioned his ability to write goarticular lurid and creepy kind of fiction.”Joshi, 2011, p. §2

The popularity, which Dracula obtained alond"2@ntury, is not thanks to the book, but
a countless number of movie and theatre adaptatidms first movie adaptation, the audience
could see, was a German horror filMosferatu, eine Symphonie des Graurtesnglated as

Nosferatu: A Symphony of Horroreleased in 1922. (Joshi, 2011, p) 82
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4. NOSFERATU: A SYMPHONY OF HORROR

(NOSFERATU, 1922)

The black and white silent vampire film Nosferatwasvfilmed during the tide of

expressionistic movement in Germany and it is its¢ film based on Dracula (1897).

Nosferatu was directed by Friedrich Wilhelm Murnaul921 and was released to silver
screen the year after. Filming Nosferatu, Munrad lia own vision how to make this film more
scary and overwhelming for the audience, therefiereid not follow the exact screenplay of the
novel by Stoker. ($pan, 1998, p. 55) Munrau and screenwriter HenrikeBawho participated
in the filming of Nosferatu, wanted to avoid payiagy license fee to Stoker legacy. That is why
the title was changed to Nosferatu and the named tlie leading characters were changed, as
well as locations. The plot was set in Breman, Gawyninstead of London. The main character,
Dracula, is changed into Graf Orlock, played by Maghreck. (Joshi, 2011, p. 224) Graf
Orlock’s appearance is very odd and his charastéifferent, but he fits in the Eastern European
vision of vampire more, than Bram Stoker’s Dracuathe film is portrayed as a figure with “
bald head, long, claw-like fingernails....fangs puated from the very front of his mouth, like a
rat’'s teeth” He wears a long coat and his gait is stiff. (Melt 2011, p. 501) In Nosferatu, the
same characters as in Dracula perform, but themresaare changed. The character of Jonathan
Harker is renamed Hutter, his wife Mina Murray enamed Ellen Hutter, R. N. Renfield is
Knock, Hutter’s boss, and the professor Abraham Malsing is Bulwar. To be it more realistic,
the plot was set in 1838, which is the year theytaactually broke out in the city of Bremen.

(Melton, 2011, p. 501,502)
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The story begins with young office worker Huttetavis send by his boss Knock, to
meet Graf Orlock in his castle in Transylvania. idedue to discuss the sale of a house in
Bremen, Germany. As he arrives to Transylvaniashwearned by local people not to set out on
a journey after dark. So he pays heed to what pesgy} and passes the night at a hostel. In his
modest room, he starts reading The Book of the \fiaaspthat warns about a danger of vampire,
Nosferatu, but pays no attention to it, yet. Th&trday, in the morning, he is setting out in a
coach to the place where he is left alone, becthesdriver does not want to go any further, as
he believes, it is the place of phantom&nd when he had crossed the bridge, the phantoms
came to meet hil(Nosferatu, 1922) A coach with mysterious drivegits for him to take him
to Graf Orlock’s castle. Hutter is meeting Orloakjo seems quite strange in his appearance anc
manners as well. The following day, he wakes up lonesome castle and notices punctures on
his neck. Afterwards, Hutter is writing letter tts lbeloved wife Ellen, to inform her she has no
reason to be afraid of him. In the evening that, dasaf Orlock signs a real estate contract,
which includes the old mansion in Bremen, whilenbéces a locket with the portrait of Hutter’s
wife and is amazed by her. Later that night, Grdd€k sneaks in the Hutter’'s bedroom to drink

his blood.

In the very same time in Bremen, Ellen suddenlyesgalqp and cries out Hutter's name
and then faints. After waking up the next day, Eufinds Orlock sleeping in his coffin. Before
he manages to escape from the castle, Graf Orkehreéady on his way to the old house in
Bremen, he bought. He also sends his coffins filetl the exact earth, he was buried in and he
travels on the boat, during which he kills everynmber of its crew. Hutter escaped from the

castle, but he hurt himself and ends up in hospital

Meantime in Germany, professor Bulwar is doingexperiment with a carnivorous
plant called “the vampire of the vegetable kingdpmh front of his students. Hutter’'s boss,

Knock, was under the influence of Graf Orlock, frafar while he was still in his castle,
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as a result of it, Knock goes mad and is set iamatrium. And Ellen is devoutly waiting for her
husband’s return. When Graf Orlock arrives in titye af Bremen, the plague suddenly break out
because of all the rats Orlock brought along anttrots them. Finally, Hutter succeeds to get
back to his wife, despite all obstacles and hethasbook, he was reading in the hostel, with
him. Nevertheless, Ellen is forbidden to read itt he cannot resist and starts readi@nly
a woman can break his frightful spell- a woman puréeart- who will offer her blood freely to
Nosferatu and will keep the vampire by her sidel after the cock has crowé&d(Nosferatu,
1922) Ellen is resolved to risk her life for theogoand safety of her beloved husband and the
people of Bremen.

That fateful night, Graf Orlock pays a visit to &ils bedroom to drink her blood. He is
attached to her neck until the Sun comes out antlifms into smoke. Hutter tries to save his
wife, but she dies in his arms. Thanks to thisiBeer the city was saved. (Melton, 2011, p. 502

; Nosferatu film, 1922)
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Nosferatu, Eine Symphonie des Graynafier its premiere, met with good public
acceptance. But few weeks after it was releasexwidow of Bram Stoker, Florence, sued
director F. W. Munrau, that he used her husbandakkas a model for the movie, without her
permission, and did not pay for the copyright. Sf@nted all the copies to be destroyed and
never presented again. The lawsuit continued feersé years. Florence Stoker eventually won
the case. Although, she demanded all the copié® tdestroyed, some of them passed on and
after Universal Pictures bought the rights of Diacut lead to the permission of showing
Nosferatu again. In 19607, there was one versiesgited, in which all the names were changed

back to those in the novel Dracula. (Melton, 201.1502)

Nowadays Nosferatuis considered to be turning point of horror geanel has received
a lot of praise from critics. Max Schreck, who wassigned to the leading role, and his
interpretation of Graf Orlock, has probably thedagt contribution, the movie is so credible and
authentic. There have been enormous number of attap based on Dracula novel, but Max
Schreck will always be linked to his Graf Orlockacacter. (Adamovia kol., 1994, p. 106) His
successor is no less known Bella Lugosi, who hadctiance to be the first impersonator of
Count Dracula, directed by Tod Browning in 1931sdxhon the eponymous novel Dracula by

Bram Stoker.
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5. DRACULA (1931)

Making this adaptation was managed without anyllegangling, because the studio
Universal Pictures bought the film rights of Drac@ilom Stoker’s widow, Florence Stoker. She
had a bit high expectations for the asking priag, éventually, she sold them for the amount,
that was acceptable in favor of both sides. Thdigtthen hired Tod Browning as a director of
the movie. (Melton, 2011, p. 208) The former stiathe horror genre, Lon Chaney, was the first
choice of Tod Browning to play the role of Countabula. But, because of Chaney’s sudden
death, the director had to find someone else. knadligt the choice was made, and at that time,
not very known Hungarian actor, Bela Lugosi got lgeding role. He already had the previous
experience with this role, when he had played Cdnaicula in a theatrical adaptation. In the
sequel, this choice has payed offdamowvé a kol., 1994, p. 50

There is obviously no need to introduce the plahefmost widely known vampire novel
in detail, since this adaptation from the year 19&is created just with slight differences.
Predominantly in the second half of the movie, wh&racula is not on a way back to
Transylvania, but he is destroyed already in Lond@dwamovi a kol, 1994, p. 50) In the
beginning, there is young solicitor Renfield, natrker, who is travelling to Transylvania to
Count Dracula, who wants to buy a Carfax Abbey nwems London. During his stay at Count
Dracula’s castle, Renfield is bitten by Count hithsexd makes Renfield his servant, who
eventually goes mad. Together, they are travettingondon on a ship, and Dracula feeds on the

crew.

After they reach England, Renfield is found asdhby person, who survived this voyage.
Dracula settles in abandoned Carfax Abbey, whighchance, is adjoining with sanatorium of
Dr. Seward. Count is interested in Mina Harker atadks her. One night he carries her off and
drinks her blood. She is found by her maid. In theantime, Renfield escapes from the

sanatorium. Later that night, Dracula walks into Beward residence and talks with Professor

26



Van Helsing. Dracula is emphatic about the facat tMina belongs to him. Van Helsing
promises that he flattens Dracula’s mansion angd pustake through his heart. Dracula takes
Mina to the Abbey and Van Helsing and Harker folloin, as well as Renfield. Dracula thinks
his minion Renfield betrayed him, and thereforekifise him. Because it is dawning, Dracula has
to hide in his coffin. Van Helsing uses this oppaity and impales Dracula with a wooden
stake. Harker finds Mina and the curse is broketheg leave together, while Van Helsing stays.

(Joshi, 2011, p. 86; Dracula 1931)

After the premiere, in February 1931, there werexetii receptions from various
publishers. According to the Los Angeles Timesyas a freak show — a curiosity without the
possibility of wide appeal The magnificent advertising campaign had betigccess than the
movie itself. Even thought, the start did not turneut well, the audience was eventually
impressed. It was the most profitable movie of ylear, and it is certain, it has influenced
vampire films of all time. (Melton, 2011, p. 209)

The movie had the potential to integrate horrangilamong one of the major genres in
Hollywood film industry. It was the first film, ma&dunder the auspices of Universal Pictures,

which falls within a series of horror films. (JosBD11, p. 85)
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5.1. Bela Lugosi

The biggest star, Bela Lugosi, had among his ogllea and people who knew him very
odd reputation. In his personal life, he was surdma by people, whose life was as mysterious
as his. His love life includes the scandal withregt Clara Bow, who, after their common
vacation in her summer house, proclaimed, Lugoai $adist and a monster. It happened when
he had engagement in the play Dracula on Broad#aybefore all the glory, film adaptation of
Dracula brought him the fame. Despite this, theas wne woman, Bridget Brighton, who was
appearing next to his side and was the love oflifes They had quite special relationship,
because she was probably the only woman, who wasafread of him. Bela’s foreign origin,
charisma and scandals, which went along with fes had the influence, how people perceived
him. (S&péan, 2008, p. 69-80) He lived in a lonely houseanvg Dracula’s black cape. His wish
was to be buried in it. He lived like Dracula. Bé&lagosi, unforgettable Count Dracula, died in

1956. (Adamowi a spol, 1994, p. 50)

28



6. HAMMER FILMS PRODUCTION

In the 1950’ until the 1970’, the British film cormpy, Hammer Films Production, started
the popularity of horror movies. The most famouspae movie, created under the auspices of
Hammer Films, wasrhe Horror of Dracula 1958 starring Christopher Lee as the Count
Dracula. His Dracula performance is consideredetmne of the top vampires in the history of

cinema. (Montagueova, 2013, p. 170)

7.BRAM STOKER’S DRACULA (1992)

The most faithful adaptation of Stoker's novejust the one directed by one of the top
directors of all time, Francis Ford Coppola in 199here Gary Oldman played the Count.
Coppola was the first director, who risked to maile adaptation of Dracula, without any
substantial interferences. The film is freely basadstoker’s novel, but Coppola preserved a lot

of narration and original dialogues. (Joshi, 201.121)

The story opens with Vlad IV. Dracula, Romaniarerwdnd warrior, who is about to fight
against his enemies, the Turks. He is victorious before he manages to get back to his beloved
wife Elisabeta, she receives a letter, with thevirext information about Dracula’s death. She
cannot bear it and commits suicide. When Dracularme, the priest tells him, she cannot be
buried in the sacred ground, because she has taelife. He renounces and curses the God
and sells his soul to eternal vampire life. Thd pdoves about 400 hundred years forward, in the
year 1897. Jonathan Harker, sets off a journeyagp&hian mountains in Transylvania, to sell
the Count Dracula the property in London. Dracwdespades Jonathan to write Mina, that he is

staying in Transylvania for a month as Dracula’sgjuand to tutor him English custom. But as
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Dracula leaves for England on a ship, Jonathars stayhe castle and cannot leave. When he
arrives to London, the only aim he wants to achisvi®d get into the presence of Jonathan’s
wife, Mina, who reminds him of his death wife. Atst, he seduces Mina’s best friend, Lucy. He
turns her into a vampire. Dr. Seward calls in aceist, professor Abraham Van Helsing.
According to him, there is no chance, Lucy can deed, therefore she is impaled with a stake
and they cut her head off. Meanwhile, Dracula sislina and she confesses, she remembers he
previous life as his wife Elisabeta. On the othandh Dracula admits, he killed her friend Lucy.
Despite this, she urges him to change her, so gmddéransforming her into a vampire. Van
Helsing uses her, to get the information, that Diadés heading home to Transylvania. At the
end, a fight takes place and Dracula is defeatedalgets the last chance to be with him. In the
chapel, where he cursed the God, he turns backhistgounger look. He asks her to give him
peace. They kiss for the last time and Mina staksif@ through his chest and decapitates him.
The last shot is devoted to the fresco of Vlad &l wife Elisabeta heading to Heaven.

(Adamovt a spol., 1994, p. 51; Bram Stoker’s Dracula, 1992)

This adaptation is far more scandalous, than ievipus adaptations. Francis Ford
Coppola used love, sex and madness all togetherat@ the film provoking in every possible
way it could be. He refused to make it as a clagstbic horror movie and he was successful in
this attempt. He distinguished this piece of warbnf other adaptations. (Adamowva spol.,
1994, p. 51) Nevertheless, Coppola did not medt patsitive reception from the audience. The
audience was confused thanks to the title givethi® movie. They expected, the movie is
adhered to Stoker’s novel. (S. T. Joshi, 2011,1).The movie had a magnificent advertising
campaign, which included even souvenirs, comic bptiading cards, T-shirts, jewelry, posters
and computer games. Despite all the various revidvesmovie was surprising for the audience,
when it opened in Bucharest in July 1993. The Ctp@daptation belongs to the one of the

most memorable of all time. (Melton, 2011, p. 76)
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8. INTERVIEW WITH THE VAMPIRE (1994)

The 1976 novel, Interview with the vampire, is thiet published book of a series, The
Vampire Chronicles, written by Anne Rice. It is satered one of the most popular vampire
books of the second half of the twentieth cent{Bunson, 1993, p. 134) The film adaptation,
based on the book, was released in 1994, directedeld Jordan, and starring Tom Cruise as
Lestat de Lioncourt, Brad Pitt as his fledgling,uisy Kirsten Dunst as their adoptive daughter

Claudia and Antonio Banderas as Armand. (Meltod,12p@. 376)

The plot begins in San Francisco, where Louis,@\&ars old vampire, meets a reporter
to tell him the story of his “life”. At first, theeporter has doubts, about Louis confession, he is
a vampire. But it did not last very long time tdibee him, since Louis proves it. Louis starts to
retail the story when he became a vampire and baek to the past. It happened in 1791 in
Louisiana. He was a master of a plantation, wholbsithis wife in childbirth. He was desperate
and was resolved to follow them. Since then, he rditl care about anything. One night in
a tavern, Lestat is watching him. He pursues hird Bites him in order to turn him into
a vampire. He offers him eternal life without argirp Louis accepts it and he becomes Lestat’s
companion. But very soon, he realizes, that itaswhat he imagined it to be. He is sickens of
Lestat’s ignorance towards human life. Louis doesrghing he can to survive, without killing
innocent people and therefore he lives on anin@dlUnlike Louis, Lestat is merciless and has
no problem to kill for his own satisfaction. Slayasrking on Louis” plantation, are planning to
destroy their master and his devilish friend. Laé$s his mansion on fire. They have to move to

New Orleans.
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Lestat still insists Louis to take human livest be resists. The plague breaks out and
during Louis” wandering, he runs into a young githose mother died because of the plague.
Lestat realizes, she could be the reason, Louiddvoot leave him so he turns Claudia into
a vampire and creates a “family”. Lestat teacheshbev to live and act as a vampire. As years
past, Claudia realizes she is trapped in her dfoldly and cannot grow old. She blames Lestat,
he turned her into a vampire. She poisons him,vaitid Louis” help, they get rid of the body.
They both prepare to leave for Europe to searcth®other of their kind. One night, when they
are waiting for the boat, Lestat shows up and teaye him in a burning house and take a ship
to Europe.

They end up in Paris, where they encounter a traafpeampires, performing at the
Theatre of the Vampires. The oldest vampire of gin@up, Armand, is fascinated by Louis and
wants him as his companion. Claudia is afraid, Eowill abandon her, so she asks him to turn
Madeleine into a vampire, a woman who has lostchéd, to be her new companion. The group
of vampires find out, Claudia was almost successflilling their friend Lestat, and abduct
Louis, Claudia and Madeleine. The women are locgkeal room, where they are about to meet
the Sun. Louis is imprisoned in the coffin and inmetuin a wall. Armand sets him free and
Louis has to face the look on Claudia’s dead bdtly.wants a revenge, so he sets fire in the
theater and kills most of the vampires, as thegsla their coffins. Armand offers him the
possibility, he could stay by his side, once agBimt. Louis refuses, because he knows, that it is
Armand’s fault, Claudia is dead, since he plottegust to have Louis to himself. He comes back
to America and explores the world alone. In a f@ars, he returns to New Orleans, where he

finds Lestat, who wants Louis to join him againt be refuses and leaves.
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At this point, Louis finishes the interview andtheporter is so amazed and admits he is
resolved to become a vampire, just to has the gamneer as Louis, and to experience great
things. Louis is outraged and tries to explain hima,did not understand anything, what Louis
was telling him, and rather vanishes. The repaiteres away, when suddenly, Lestat appears,
attacks him and takes control over the car. Fulepbrter’'s blood, Lestat proclaims his famous
sentence, he is going to give him the choice, hemkad, in musical accompaniment of Guns

N’ Roses cover of The Rolling Stones’ song “Sympdtr the Devil”.

8.1. The Interview’s vampires

Interview with the vampire differs from the Dracula many ways. The first one, is
vampires desire to create families and be withotiers of their kind. It could be said, they are
afraid of being alone. As Louis, the main protagarsaid during his interview, crucifixes have
no power against them, as well as a stake throbghheart. On the other hand, coffins are
necessary, but a vampire can also survive withoeiint as we can see in the film. Interview’s
vampires do not have the ability to change thepeapances, but they have special gifts, and
everyone of them has its own, for instance Lestan can read people’s thoughts. But it takes
a lot of time to learn how to use it. They have pver to influence people what to do. They are
strong, have fast reflexes and are incredibly &t see themselves in mirrors. The one thing,
which did not change, is the need to drink humdoedy but there is a possibility to feed on
animal blood. Blood is also necessary at transfaomainto a vampire. A vampire drinks

human’s blood and afterwards, the human has t& gdampire’s blood.
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In comparison to Stoker’s Dracula, they have goitee different appearance. They are
already closer to vampires, represented in nowadadern movies. They are beautiful, have
pale skin and fierce eyes. They give people theesgion of magical creatures. Their clothes do
not include black long cape as well as the plotsdoet take place in the old castle in some

remote and isolated part of the country.

Anne Rice wrote the screenplay for the movie. Afi@me changes, the role of Lestat was
given to Tom Cruise and Rice criticized this setectand was not satisfied with Tom Cruise as
her vampire Lestat. Nevertheless, after she savcahgleted film, she proclaimed thdtdm
the moment he appeared, Tom was Lestat fér(Arggelfire, 1994, online) Eventually, the film
was after all accepted very positively and was mated for two Academy Awards. Its
popularity has increased the interest in the Vaen@inronicles series. (Wikipedia, 2014, online;

Joshi, 2011, p. 170)
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9. THE VAMPIRE OF THE THIRD MILLENIUM

This part presents the most influential works, veheampires have the leading roles. The
first one is the most popular vampire film serieghim ten years, Twilight Saga. The next

mentioned are two most successful vampire telavisiow of all time.

9.1. The Twilight Saga

The year 2005, was turning point of the new milierm because the first novel from the
Twilight series was published that year. Succestheffirst book was followed by three other
books of the series, New Moon (2006), Eclipse (20@nd Breaking Dawn (2008). The first
novel waited for its film adaptation by the year080and has became world-wide successful
immediately. Remaining books did not wait for thiémf adaptation not much longer.
(Montagueova, 2013, p. 164) The Twilight Saga: Ndaon was released in 2009, the third
adaptation, The Twilight Saga: Eclipse, year aftard the fourth book was divided into two
films. The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn — Part 1swaleased in 2011 and The Twilight Saga:

Breaking Dawn — Part 2 in 2012. (Wikipedia, 2014ljrte)
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9.1.1.Twilight (2008)

Twilight is directed by Catherine Hardwicke and tmevie stars, Kristin Stewart and

Robert Pattinson, play the main two characterb®iovie, Bella Swan and Edward Cullen.

The movie begins with Isabella Swan, known as Bétaving her hometown Phoenix in
Arizona, to move in her dad’s Charlie, to the rdlittye town of Forks. Her first day at new high
school is a little bit insecure. Nevertheless, Bleads in and makes friends. At school canteen,

she sees Cullen siblings for the first time, buivBdl captures her attention the most.

Later that day, she is almost crushed by a vaharsthool parking lot, but Edward saves
her by stopping the van with his bare hand. Thistgst to be even weirder, since Edward saves
Bella once again and then he admits her, he cahp@aple’s mind, except hers.

Meantime in Forks happened some mysterious mur@aita does a research, because
she cannot stop thinking of Edward and his weirdalveor. She finds out the answer, to what

extent is it unbelievable, but she wants to hefiorh Edward himself.
Finally, he confess to being a vampir&ao“the lion fell in love with the lanib.

They fell in love for each other. Edward invitesliBaéo meet his vampire family, who
feed off animal blood and call themselves vegetaria Carlisle, Esme, Emmett, Rosalie and

Alice with Jasper.

Three nomadic vampires, Laurent, James and Vig¢tshiaw up on stage and it puts Bella
in danger, because they do feed off humans.

The Cullens invites Bella to play baseball withrthdéout the game is disturbed by those
nomadic vampires, who wander around. One of theame3, scents Bella’'s human odour and
wants to attack her, but the Cullens protect haiwdtd sends Bella to Phoenix. James
unfortunately finds out and lures Bella to a balehool. James managed to bite Bella but

Edward saves her. She recovers and Edward takes trex prom.
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Bella asks Edward to turn her into her vampiresise could stay with him forever. He
refuses, only because, he appreciates her lifewsth he would not be able to take it from her.

(Twilight, 2008)

37



9.1.2.New Moon (2009)

The movie New Moon of the Twilight series was basedhe second novel by Stephenie
Meyer and directed by Chris Weitz in 2009.

The story begins with Bella’s f8birthday. The Cullens want to surprise her, sq the
prepare a birthday party. During unwrapping preseBella cuts her finger, which leads to
frightening attack by Jasper. Fortunately, Edwdaops him before he could hurt Bella. After
this incident, Edward thinks he puts her into agdairand she would be saver without him. He
says Bella, she does not belong to his world, ¢heds relationship and all the Cullen family

leave Forks.Bella bears this separation very b&ihe is heartbroken and feels lifeless.

She hangs out with Jessica, while she sees a gfayyp/s on motorcycles. This situation
reminds her the night, when Edward saved her fromassault. She finds out, that all the
dangerous situation, she puts herself into, evotteaed’'s image, which tells her not to do
anything reckless.

She spends more time with her friend Jacob. Hef@dsnher and makes it easier to get
over losing Edward. But Jacob suddenly starts angither and Bella finally finds out he is
a werewolf and a member of a wolf pack.

Victoria comes after Bella, and wants revenge, beeaf James death. As Bella always
thinks of Edward, she decides to jump off a clifhanks to couple of misunderstandings,
Edward gets an information, Bella has killed hdrdéé travels to Italy, to provoke the Volturi,
the royalty of vampire world.

Bella finds out and rushes to Italy. She gets thes¢ in time to stop him, before he
would show himself to the crowd at high noon. Omehe Volturi, Aro, wants to speak with
Edward and Bella. He is fascinated, that Bellarimune to all vampire powers. Aro determines
she must be either killed or turned into a vampMee interrupts it and says, she had a vision of
Bella becoming a vampire, so Aro lets them go.
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Back in Forks, the Cullens vote for Bella becommgampire. Later that day, Jacob
reminds Edward their treaty, that the Cullens dbbite or even turn any humans. The movie
ends with Edward telling Bella, he has one conditio turn her himself - she must marry him

first, before he will change her. (New Moon, 2009)
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9.1.3.Eclipse (2010)

Director’s chair has been replaced again. Davidé&taok charge of direction.

In Seattle,young boy Riley is attacked and bittgnVictoria. She starts to create an army of
newborn vampires with him, to revenge James’ death.

Meantime in Forks, Bella tells Edward, she is reatdy to get married so young. Edward
is adamant and insist, he will turn Bella, aftere simarries him. Charlie, Bella’s father,
investigate the disappearance of Riley and Edwande&ives a suspicion that it has something to
do with the newborn vampires. Jacob comes to wailiaBVictoria is around. Bella insist she
wants to spend some time with Jacob, and Edwars aloiehave to worry. During one her visits,

Jacob confess, he is in love with Bella and trieki$s her.

Alice arranges a graduation party and Jacob angdu& friends show up. Alice has
a vision, that the Seattle newborn army is commédrks. Jacob overhears it and he suggests
that werewolves should join the Cullens to helprttight against the army..

Couple of nights before the battle, Edward and @8&kve the Cullens” house just to
themselves That night, Bella realizes, that Edwsittie only one, whom she wants to spend the
eternity with and accepts his proposal to marry.him

Edward and Bella are going camping in the mount&inkide her from the newborns.
The battle is starting, but Victoria catches Edwsastent, and knows Bella is with him. They
are fighting and Edward kills her, while one of tiwelves kills Riley. The Cullens and the
wolves defeated the army, although Jacob is harneSof the Volturi are coming to deal with
the newborns. Jane notices, Bella is still humagllaBassures her that the date of her
transformation has been set.

In the end, Bella and Edward talk about their waddand Bella makes an arrangement

of the things she wants to do. First get marriedntmake love and finally turn into a vampire.

40



She tells Edward how complete and strong she feblsn she is around him. They finally

decide, it is time to inform Bella’s dad Charliecaib their engagement. (Eclipse, 2010)
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9.1.4.Breaking Dawn — Part 1

The wedding preparations are going on in full swibgiring the celebrations, Jacob
shows up. They are going to spend their honeymaoolsle Esme, Brazilian island, which Esme
got from Carlisle as a gift. As Edward promised|&eihey have sexual intercourse for the first
time. The next morning, Bella wakes up with theisea marks on her body.

After two weeks of their honeymoon, Bella discoyei®e is pregnant. Edward is shocked
and tries to get back to Forks immediately.

Back in Forks, Bella calls her dad, she is sick,dmes not have to worry. Jacob finds out
and rushes to the Cullen’s house. Carlisle doekmmiv how to help her, Alice cannot even see

Bella’s future anymore. Edward asks Jacob to @lRdlla and try to change her mind.

Jacob informs the rest of his pack, they agreeltd&lla. Jacob opposes and leaves the
pack. He comes back at the Cullen’s to keep BeN&.sAs the baby grows. Bella starts to waste
away.

As the last chance, she starts drinking human b&mah after, Bella gives a painful birth
to her daughter. Renesmee. Bella is dying, andue ker life, Edward has to inject his venom to
her heart, which transform her into a vampire. N@hhappens and Bella seems to be dead.
Jacob is resolved, he must kill the baby. But whensees Renesmee for the first time, he

imprintes on her.
The wolf pack hear of Bella’s death and they aradimeg to the Cullen’s house, to get rid
of the baby. Jacob stops the fight by telling thehey cannot harm her, because he has

imprinted on her. Bella has a slight pulse, andyhaly is waiting, when her heart ceases and

she wakes up as a newborn vampire. (Breaking DalRart-1, 2011)
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9.1.5.Breaking Dawn — Part 2

Bella wakes up as the newborn vampire and meetdaweghter for the first time. When
Bella finds out, Jacob imprinted into Renesmee,isHurious.

Jacob still stays at the Cullen’s house to keegysaon Renesmee. Meantime, Bella is
planning to tell him, Bella did not make it andeafvards to move from Forks. Jacob goes to tell

him she has recovered.

Renesmee is growing very fast. On day in the wobridg, one of the Cullens cousins

sees Renesmee and thinks she is an immortal Giktefore, she goes to Volturi to announce it.

Alice has a vision about Volturi and Irina’s comifagg them. The only thing, that could
convince the Volturi, Renesmee is not an immorgatp gather as many witnesses as they can.

Alice and Jasper depart the town, leaving a nbtd,the Volturi will come.

They begin to search for their friend to witneskeyl come from all the corners of the

world to support the Cullens.

Bella finds out what her gift is. She has powerdhield, which protects other from

mental attacks. The Cullen’s witnesses agree taldtehind them in battle.

The Volturi are coming with the Guard to confrohetCullens and their witnesses .
Renesmee shows Aro, how she was born, which sagpfsm. The Volturi execute Irina
immediately for misinforming them. Alice and Jaspeme to show the Volturi the proof, that
Renesmee is not dangerous. Nevertheless, Aro viandestroy the Cullens and their allies.
Alice shows Aro her vision about how this fight vidend.

Two witnesses, found by Alice and Jasper, tell\foéuri their story, proving, they are
actually half vampire and half human. After thisahvery, the Volturi leave in peace.

The last scene is dedicated to Edward and Beltangiin the meadow, where Bella
allows Edward to have a look in her mind, showimg the moments of her and him together.

(Breaking Dawn — Part 2, 2012)
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The whole saga was adapted into a film by SummiéeEanment. When the first movie
has come to the screen, it become worldwide sutde3svilight, as a series, received many

movie awards.

9.2. Twilight's vampires

The look of vampires in the Twilight series suggeshat they are different. They have
very pale but perfect skin. Their eyes change aliegrto whether they are fed or not. We could
see Edward’s black eyes and impatience, when senfieets Bella. After he shows up at school
later on, his eyes are gold and brown, becauseabddd. The gold and brown color of eyes
implies, he fed on animal blood. Vampire who feechamans have their eyes dark red.

Direct sunlight causes, that vampire’s skin shirkescovered in diamonds.

As for their abilities, their movement is very fashey are able to life incredibly heavy
objects. Their senses are heighten, so they caeiperfar better than ordinary humans.

When their transformation is complete, they doag#, since then. But there is
possibility of killing them. The key to killing aampire is to torn out their limbs and set them on

fire. (Meyer, 2011, p. 62-66)
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10. TRUE BLOOD

True blood is successful vampire television shomdpced and created by Alan Ball.
The series is adaptation of The Southern Vampirstéfies, written by Charlaine Harris.

The story takes place mostly in Bon Temps, theoiet small town in Lousiana. Sookie
Stackhouse (Anna Paquin) is a telepath waitressadiagty, as we learn later on. She works at
Merlotte’s Bar and Grill. whose owner, Sam Merlo{feam Trammel) loves Sookie. Sam,
surprisingly, is a shapeshifter and tries to keép decret in private. One night, when Bill
Compton (Stephen Moyer) enters the bar, Sookiéze=alshe cannot hear his thoughts. There is
an explanation for this. Bill is 173 years old varapwho remembers the Civil war. It does not
take very long and she falls in love with him. Afee series of murders, taking place in sleepy
Bon Temps, Sookie is introduced to Eric Northmalexander Skarsgérd), the Sheriff of Area 5,
the owner of bar Fangtasia in Shreveport and ealbgca thousand-year-old Viking vampire.
Sookie starts to be associate with the vampire conilyy who survives on artificial blood,
called True blood, invented by Japanese scientiSisice then, she helps them to investigate
their arrangements and she gets involved in vengel@us situation. It would not get along

without a love triangle, where Sookie, Bill andd&are the main protagonists of it.

45



10.1.True blood’s vampires

True blood’s vampires are not distinguishable frordinary humans, They have pale
skin, because they have no bodily functions and thleod does not flow through their body.
They have fangs, which they can extend and retidwtir fangs are automatically extended,
when they are feeding, excited, see blood and ewvleen they are sexually aroused. Their
appearance does not change, since they were turhad.impossible for vampire women to
become pregnant or to impregnate human femalelseocantrary.

Crying vampires do not weep tears, but they exjmald They can live without breathing
as well. They cannot digest human food and so dhnie either human or synthetic blood. Their
blood have special effects on humans, mainly hialhions and sexual attraction. The side
effect of drinking vampire blood is emotional bdmetween a vampire and a human.

They are immortal and do not age, unless somedisa@m. One of their weaknesses is
they can be infected by hepatitis D and V.

They are very strong, incredibly fast, have strorggnses than humans, and they have
some kind of healing factor, which allows them &ahthemselves. Their special power is, they
can glamour and hypnotize power. In order to get énhouse, they have to get the invitation by
the house owner. (VampireWiki, 2012, online)

In the show, vampires use an expressitme death,which refers to their total
destruction. Causes, which could leadltae deathare meeting the sun, fire, exsanguinations,
decapitation, staking and hepatitis V, mentioneavab (VampireWiki, 2012, online)

If someone stakes a wooden object through theirt,hteey explode into greasy and

glairy substance. (Pevnost, 6/2013, p. 16)
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“In order to create a vampire, a human must be deal of their blood by a vampire and the
blood lost needs to be replaced by some of the vamblood” (VampireWiki, 2012, online)

They must sleep together in the ground until thebwen vampire rises the following night.

10.2.Critical receptions

Every aspect, from the perfect choice of actorstastic script and thrilling plot, made
this series very popular. This statement also suppbe fact, that True blood was nominated
and won a lot of awards. Two of them belong tortteen protagonists, Anna Paquin (Sookie) for
Best Actress in a Drama and Stephen Moyer (Bil)Hest Actor. The series itself won an award

for one of the 10 best TV programs.

Critical reception has been positive more or Iégs.American daily newspapetJSA
Today,qualified it as $exy, witty, and unabashedly peculiar, True Blo®@ iblood-drenched
Southern Gothic romantic parable set in a world whe@ampires are out and about and
campaigning for equal rights. Part mystery, parintsy, part comedy, and all wildly
imaginative exaggeratidr(Wikipedia, 2014, online)

There have been six seasons release already,thmgear 2008, when the first season

was released. The premiere of the seventh seaschasluled on June, 2014.
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11. THE VAMPIRE DIARIES

The Vampire diaries is an American supernaturalshgw created by Kevin Williamson

and Julie Plec. The series is based on the boakssmwby L. J. Smith.

The story takes place in Mystic Falls, Virginia, evé Elena Gilbert (Nina Dobrev) and
her younger brother Jeremy (Steven R. McQueen)ite their aunt, after their parents passed
away during a car accident.

While Elena tries to deal with her lost, there & hest friend Bonnie, to help her to get
over it. The mysterious guy, Stefan Salvatore (P&sley), starts to attend the local high
school. When Elena and Stefan meet for the finsé titheir attraction for each other grows since

then. But she does not know, Stefan is a vampire.

Mysterious attacks spread around Mystic Falls aodone knows what is behind it.
Damon (lan Somerhalder), Stefan’s older brotheitdsuly appears in town. They have not seen
each other for over 15 years, because of theiotyisDamon has never understood Stefan’s
behavior as a vampire, who does not want to hatplpeBut he pretty much understands why
he is so interested in Elena. As the plot progsesse find out, that Elena is a doppelganger of
one girl, whom Stefan and Damon loved very longetiago. As the series goes on, Elena finds
herself, she has feelings for Damon as well. ld$et a love triangle between Elena, Stefan and

Damon. (The vampire diaries, 2009, online)
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11.1.Mystic Fall’'s vampires

These vampire do not need to be afraid of garhagifixes or even the Sun. They have
special rings to protect them against the Sun. Tagyfeed on human or animal blood. They do
not need coffins to sleep in. They can overheapleetalking from afar and are very fast and
strong. To control human dreams and influence me®phind are their special abilities. They
cannot enter a house before someone invites theihey can be killed by a stake and there is a
special herb, vervain, which is poisonous for thaimost like a garlic for the original vampire

characters.

The instruction to become a vampire are very cléavampire has to drink human’s
blood, then a human has to drink a lot of theirs afterwards, they have to be killed to wake up

as a newborn. (VampireWiki, 2012, online)

The series does not follow the books exactly. Tleeenames, places and some of the
storylines, which has remained, but the seriegdiffrom the books quite a lot.
The series has became popular, especially amonggees, The creators of the show managed
to do something almost impossible. They creategri@s which is far better and successful than

the books. (Pevnost, 10/2013,p. 8)

The vampire diaries was nominated and won a laeinards. There has been five seasons
released so far, and the series has been renewdtkfsixth season, probably in autumn of this

year. (Wikipedia, 2014, online)
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CONCLUSION

This thesis concentrated on vampire phenomenoalkfofe, literature and mostly film.
Goals of this thesis were suppose to produce arvieve of development of vampire characters
mainly in movie adaptations. As we can see, thémihces are quite big and distinctive,
because it seems like every author or directorigeothe vampire characters different features.
For instance, special powers such as mind readidgckirvoyance. On the other hand, some
typical features are omitted, for instance in Stapd Meyer’'s Twilight Saga, vampires are not
vulnerable to the daylight, garlic and stake thitotige heart. The only way how to kill these
vampire is to set them on fire. In TV show Trued@l, vampires are not forced to feed on
human blood, because there is another possibilitgquiring synthetic blood. As we can see, it
is obvious, that vampires have progressed in eagpgct from the original concept.

At first, | defined an etymological and culturaligin of vampires in Romania. | was
comparing two different kind of vampires, physicahd spectral, and their primary and
secondary abilities. Then | dealt with the représtre of Romanian history, Vlad Dracula,
called the Impaler, who was considered to be a wamnipecause of his cruelty. In another part |
focused on Bram Stoker and his research and ingpiréor his novel Dracula. Then | provided
the view of most valuable and well-known adaptatjowhich are considered to be the best
Dracula adaptations ever created. Lastly, | mowechdre contemporary and different variations
of vampire movies, which are closer to modern vaesiln the last part, my aim was to give a
closer look on nowadays famous TV series and tinepu@ saga, which have crazed every age

group all over the world.
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RESUME

Bakal&ska prace se zabyva fénonemem vampyristeugirg v americké kinematografii. Prace
se nejdive zamgtuje na historii a lidové pavy s naslednym pohledem na oblast Rumunska,
které je povaZzovano za centrum vampyrismu. Potérjee zardfena na nejznéd#si filmové

adaptace romanu Dracula a postupe dostavad k modefj8im filmovym zpracovanim upirské

tématiky
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