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Effects of Poverty on Education in the Czech Republic and India

Abstract

Poverty is a social conundrum which has multi facet effects. One of its major impacts in on
the education of individuals. Education is the key which can open the doors of poverty and
lead people out of it. On the other hand, the fact cannot be denied that poverty is the biggest
obstacle to good quality education. This thesis attempted to study the effects of poverty on
education from the angle of the economic development of a nation. Czech Republic which
is a developed nation and India which is a developing nation were chosen as countries of
study. Existing literature was studied to assess the effects of poverty on the individuals.
Primary data was also collected from a questionnaire which was circulated among 60
participants from India and 60 from the Czech Republic and it was a stratified sampling
technique which was used to get the even distribution of the data. Hypothesis related to the
impact of poverty on the education of the people were developed and tested. It was found
out from the data analysis that most of the people in both the countries perceived that poverty
had numerous effects on the education in terms of unsatisfactory academic performance,
decreased learning ability, less availability of resources, feeling of depression and anxiety,
social discrimination, high dropout rates and decreased attendance at school. All most all of
the hypothesis developed were tested correct. 21% of the total sample believed that poverty
did not affect the individuals on any of the factors. There were about 26% of the sample
form both the countries who were not sure about their opinions related to the impact of
poverty on education. Reduction of the possible impacts of poverty on the education can be
achieved by any form of external intertexture from the government, charity organizations,

not for profits or private institutions.
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Dopady chudoby na vzdélavani v Ceské republice a Indii

Abstrakt

Chudoba je socidlni hadanka, ktera mad mnohostranné ucinky. Jeden z jeho hlavnich dopadi
na vzdelavani jednotlivcl. Vzdélavani je klicem, ktery mize oteviit dvefe chudoby a vést
lidi ven. Na druhou stranu nelze popftit, ze chudoba je nejvétsi prekazkou kvalitniho
vzdélavani. Tato prace se pokusila studovat dopady chudoby na vzd€lavani z thlu
ekonomického vyvoje naroda. Jako studijni zemé byly vybrany Ceské republika, ktera je
rozvinutym narodem, a Indie, ktera je rozvijejicim se narodem. Existujici literatura byla
studovéana za tc¢elem posouzeni dopadii chudoby na jednotlivce. Primarni udaje byly také
ziskany z dotazniku, ktery byl rozeslan mezi 60 uéastniky z Indie a 60 z Ceské republiky, a
byla ziskana rovnomérna distribuce dat pomoci stratifikované metody vzorkovani. Byly
vyvinuty a testovany hypotézy tykajici se dopadu chudoby na vzdé€lavani lidi. Z analyzy dat
bylo zjisténo, Ze vétSina lidi v obou zemich vnimala, ze chudoba méla na vzdélani fadu
dopadt z hlediska neuspokojivého akademického vykonu, snizené schopnosti uceni, mensi
dostupnosti zdroji, pocitu deprese a Uzkosti, socialni diskriminace, vysoké predcasné
ukonceni Skolni dochazky a snizena Skolni dochazka. VSechny vétSiny vyvinutych hypotéz
byly testovany spravné. 21 % z celkového vzorku véfilo, Ze chudoba neovlivnila jednotlivce
na zadném z faktord. Bylo jich asi 26 % z obou zemi, které si nebyly jisty svymi nazory na
dopad chudoby na vzdélavani. Snizeni moznych dopadi chudoby na vzdélavani lze
dosahnout jakoukoli formou vnéjsiho propojeni ze strany vlady, charitativnich organizaci,

nikoli pro zisk nebo soukromé instituce.

Kli¢ova slova: Chudoba, Vzdélavani, Ceska republika, Indie
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1. Introduction

Poverty is the absence of enough material possessions to satisfy the basic human
necessities of food, shelter, and clothing. It means that the people live below the accepted
standard of living in the community. Over the year’s poverty has been associated with non-
economic essences like low levels of education and skills, poor health, malnutrition, inability
to work or the unwillingness to work, disruptive and disorderly behaviors and imprudence.
These phenomena and well as conditions are often seen coexisting with poverty. Poverty is
a multi-pronged concept which includes economic, social as well as political elements.
However, poverty is viewed, generally, everyone agrees to the fact that it is detrimental to

society as a whole.

Poverty is as old as the history of mankind, but its importance has changed over the
years as humans progressed from traditional forms of economic production to more
industrialization. Poverty today is measured in economic terms where a person is said to be
poor if he earns less than US$1.90 per day. (What is Poverty, 2020?) Apart from the basic
economic dimension of poverty, as mentioned before poverty is very closely linked with
other non-economic indicators as well as education, health, access to social services,
vulnerability, social exclusion and access to social capital. Today as much as 10% of the
world's population lives under poverty as stated by the World Bank. (What is Poverty,
20207?)

Poverty also has an adverse effect on the education of a nation. Every country realizes
that education is important for the prosperity of the economy. However, poverty can be an
impediment to the quality and the level of education that a country can achieve. General
observation of education systems across the world reveals that the developed nations have a
very good public school in a place where most of the student’s study through till high school.
Lack of resources in public schools often reflects in a degraded quality of education in public
schools in developing countries. And developing country have not good education system.

What is the impact on both country’s?
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2. Objectives and Methodology

2.1. Research Problem

Poverty is a social evil which is imminent throughout the world. It is a known fact
that poverty has a lot of repercussions on all the countries. Poverty begets poverty and it is
a vicious cycle which is difficult to break. People are stuck up in a chain of poverty with
passing it over to the next generations for years to come. It is very difficult to break this all
alone. Outside aid is necessary to remove the people from the shackles of poverty. This
outside intervention can be in the form of government help, charity organizations donations,
or help by better off family members in some way or the other by providing assistance for
health, shelter, education or food. The majority of the onus of reducing the poverty within a
country lies in the hands of its government. The intensity of the consequences of poverty
however depend on the economic state of the nation and how its government is taking steps
to eradicate this calamity. It has been observed that there are less number of poor people in
the developed nations in comparison to the number of poor in developing countries. Poverty
has a magnanimous impact on the type and level of education in a nation and whether it is
available to all or not. Poverty places a lot of constraints on people’s lives and these
constraints often affect the learning and academic achievement. Poverty affects intervening
factors such as health and wellbeing, literacy and language development, access to physical
and material resources and level of mobility, all of these affects the outcomes for the people.
(Duncan and Gunn, 1997). A lot of research has been done on the effects of poverty on
education. These researches are however limited to a particular region or a particular area.
There is no research which shows the effect of poverty on education in two separate
countries. An attempt has been made in this thesis to compare the effects of poverty on the
education of a developed nation as well as a developing country. As a developed nation, the
Czech Republic has been chosen as the country of study. India is chosen as a country of
study under the developing nation category. In this thesis, the researcher has tried to compare
the effects of poverty on education in both of these countries which are at different stages of

economic development.

2.2. Research Objectives

This research titled "Effects of Poverty on Education in Czech Republic and India"

has the below-mentioned objectives to analyze:
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The effects of poverty on an individual’s education

The effects of poverty on education in a developed country like the Czech
Republic

The effects of poverty on education in a developing country like India

A comparison between the effects of poverty in a developed country like the

Czech Republic versus a developing country like India

2.3. Hypothesis

The hypothesis is an educated guess about a situation or phenomenon which does

not have proper evidence to support it. It's a prediction that has been written specifically.

Usually, it will be used to predict a relationship between two variables. Sometimes there are

more than two variables as well. The hypothesis will almost always be a testable proposition.

Hypothesis testing is a procedure in which a researcher tests an assumption regarding a

parameter of the population. In this thesis many hypothesis were developed in the beginning

to test their validity. The hypothesis statements were asked in the form of questions to the

candidate who participated in the survey from India and the Czech Republic. These questions

had only three possible responses, yes/no/maybe. The hypothesis which is built for this

research are as follows:

Parents from poor backgrounds are aware about the importance of their children's
education.

Poverty contributes to the increasing number of school dropouts.

Teacher or institution show discriminative behavior against students because of
low-income family background or poverty.

Students face humiliation or inferiority complex in the peer group in their schools
based on their economic background.

Students feel depressed, anxious, or low because of their poor income
background and start thinking to quit education.

The lack of equipment such as textbooks, the latest laptop or e-reader affect the

quality of student outcomes.
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e Free breakfast or lunch provided by the school persuade parents to enroll their
children in school.

e Education as important as the other necessities of life for low income family.

2.4. Research Methodology

The research methodology is a combination of tools that are used by a researcher to
gather, assemble and analyses data to study the problem or concept being researched. The
researcher's main purpose was to find out the effects of poverty on education in two countries
which differ by their economic and development matrices. Among the exploratory,
explanatory, inductive and deductive types of research methods, the researcher chose
exploratory research where he tried to explore the main effects of poverty on education.
Through this research, the aim was to identify the effects poverty has on education in

developing as well as developed countries.

The path that the researcher chooses to collect and analyze the data related to the
research is known as the research methodology. The research methodology applied in this
thesis was survey questionnaire. Alongside the secondary data studied, primary data was
also gathered from questionnaires which were filled by the survey participants in both the
countries to know their perceptions related to poverty and education. The questionnaire was
well drafted and quantitative data regarding the perceptions of the people from both the

countries towards poverty and its effect on education was collected and analyzed.

2.4.1. Data Collection

This result has used primary as well as secondary sources of information for data
collection. The primary source of data was collected through a questionnaire directly by the
researcher to find out the effect of poverty on education in India and the Czech Republic.
Existing data on the topic was evaluated by a literature review. A quantitative method of
data collection was used to gather information related to the issue. The researcher believes
that the survey method was the best to measure, rank, categorize and generalize the data in
this field of study.
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2.4.2. Survey

Surveys are a common method which most of the researchers use to collect the
opinion of the people related to a certain issue or topic of interest. Traditional the surveys
were handwritten, and the responses of the individuals were collected manually. Nowadays
with the advent of technology, the ball game has changed. Traditional surveys have given
way to online surveys which are circulated through social media channels, emails, QR codes
or URLs. The questionnaire was divided into two parts. The first part focused on the profile
of the respondents. The second part focused on the perceptions of the people regarding
poverty and its impact on education. The options for these questions were simple
yes/no/maybe responses.

A well-designed comprehensive questionnaire was designed to initiate this study.
This questionnaire consisted of two sections. A profile section collected details about the
gender, age, educational qualification and the occupation of the respondents. The second
section of the survey was the perceptions section which focused on questions related to the
thought processes of the survey takers about how poverty affects an individual. The

questions were simple "yes/no/maybe™ kind of response oriented.

2.4.3. Procedures and Measures

The questionnaire was generated via Google Forms and it was distributed using
social media channels of Facebook and WhatsApp. Posts were made on WhatsApp groups
and Facebook groups to generate unbiased and diversified responses. The respondents were
random people who took the survey by clicking on the link of the survey. Distributing the
survey on social media groups ensured that the survey represented a good and non-

judgmental opinion about the effect of poverty on education.

2.4.4. Population and Sampling

The researcher made full efforts to make sure that the sample was representative of
the population and generated unbiased results. The sample was chosen to represent all the
age groups and genders of both the Indian and the Czech Republic societies to generate a
good analytical result about the perceptions of people related to poverty and its effect on

education. A sample size of about 120 respondents was chosen to drive results. All efforts
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had been made to survey the same demographic section of the society in both countries to

make comparisons easier.

2.4.5. Data Analysis

The data collected from the survey was populated on an excel sheet and was
produced and depicted with the help of graphs. The Statistical Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS) was used extensively to analyze the data.

2.5. Limitations

The questionnaire was built very extensively covering perceptions of the people in
major areas like health, nutrition, transport, and emotions. However, as with every other
study, this research is also not devoid of limitations. Some of the limitations of this study

are:

1. The dearth of resources led to a very small number of the sample size which might not be
a good representation of what both the countries' people think about the effects of poverty
on education.

2. This study assumed that all the individuals who took the survey where not poor and so
the results can be a bit biased as there could be differences in the opinions of poor and
non-poor people when it comes to poverty and its effect on education.

3. Itis highly possible that the survey does not mention the correct views of the respondents
as there is no way to judge if the responses were true or false.

4. Since the questions are based on perceptions of the individuals there are chances that the
question the researcher asked was not understood by the respondent in the manner in
which the researcher wanted him to understand.

5. The views of the respondents can be affected by societal stereotypes towards poverty and
hence their responses can be prejudiced.

6. Sometime people are not put enough afford, so might be effect on result.
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3. Literature review

3.1 Type of poverty

Taking into considerations all the dimensions of poverty, there are several types of
poverty in existence today. Below are some of the common angles from which poverty is

viewed.

3.1.1. Social Poverty

This kind of poverty is the one that is overlooked very easily. The people who are
characterized by this kind of poverty are the ones who are considered insignificant,
undervalued and their rights are very minimal. They are oppressed and silenced by the more
powerful people. A culture or a government that underrates a group of people is the one that

breeds social poverty.

3.1.2. Educational Poverty

Education is the imparting of knowledge, training, and skills to create better-living
conditions. The dearth of education means that there is a lack of options for a person.
Throughout the world, today education is an unaffordable luxury. This gives rise to the
vulnerability and oppression of the uneducated. Families devoid of education get entangled

in the cycle of poverty for generations and it is a difficult trap to come out.

3.1.3. Health Poverty

Fit and healthy bodies and minds affect any person's ability to work as well as
develop relationships. There is still a major part of the population of the world today which
lives in poor hygienic conditions without proper sanitization which makes them sensitive to
ill health and diseases. It may sound absurd but even in the present modern age, some people

do not know the importance of brushing their teeth and making sure to drink clean water.

3.1.4. Spiritual Poverty

Poverty and the physical struggle for survival affect the minds of the people to a great

extent. Poverty causes helplessness and vulnerability. These emotions digress an individual's
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faith in supreme power and they are the victims of feelings of worthlessness and

hopelessness.

3.1.5. Environmental Poverty

The physical environment in which people live plays a major role in a person's
wellbeing. A community is said to be under environmental poverty when conditions like
drought and flooding, waterborne and insect-borne diseases and climate risks affect their
spirits, hope, and health.

3.1.6. Economic Poverty

This is the most commonly related to the type of poverty. Basic lack of material
resources which do not help them in fulfilling their basic needs. Less than US$2.5 is the
household daily income of the families of half of the world today. (What is Poverty, 2020?).
This amount is barely sufficient to feed a good meal twice a day to a family of four.
According to reports from the World Bank nearly 70% of the world's poorest people live in

Africa and 79% of the worldwide poor live in rural areas. (World Bank, 2020)

3.1.7. Common Traits of Poverty

Since the dawn of industrialization in developed economies, the impact of poverty
has 