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Introduction

The story of Dune by Frank Herbert has been popularised in the recent years by the
release of its new adaptation Dune: Part One in 2021. Its predecessor, the 1984 adaptation
was not nearly as successful and has brought forth many controversies about its deviation
from the original storyline. One of the objectives for this thesis is to examine the differences
between the two movie adaptations and determine how these differences effect the main

themes of the original story.

One of the themes which presumably will be prevalent within the story of Dune is the
theme of anticolonialism. The main aim of this work is to verify the existence of anticolonial
themes in Dune by Frank Herbert and explore different ways in which the anticolonial theme

is expressed.

The first part of this bachelor thesis will focus on introducing anticolonialism as a term
and presenting several movements, conflicts or terms connected to anticolonialism. Within
this part there will also be a brief introduction of the most important concepts from the

universe of Dune.

The second part of this theses will focus on analysis, which will rely on the facts
presented in the first part. The analysis itself will be split into two parts. One, which will
centre around anticolonial themes within the main storyline of Dune. Second, will focus on
comparing the two movie adaptations with the focus being on how the differences between

them affect the portrayal of anticolonial themes.



1 The differences between colonialism and anticolonialism

1.1 Colonialism

The term colonialism can be defined as the expansion of one nation, whilst taking
control of other people’s lands and goods. It could be said that this phenomenon has been
prevalent throughout the history of humanity, with conquest and subsequent conquering of
new territories being the most common form of new land acquisition. If looking for early

historical examples one has to only look at the Roman empire.

In the year 510 BC, it was known as the Roman Dominion and covered only a small
part of the Italic Peninsula.! By the end of the second century AD the Roman Empire
stretched from Armenia to the Atlantic Ocean with vast territories around the Mediterranean
Sea in southern Europe, North Africa and Western Asia. Most of these territories were gained
through conquest. By examining the society and culture in the Roman region and its changes
throughout this period we can see the influence of colonialism. The Romans brought many
technological advancements and cultural changes to the places they conquered, but it can also
be said that Romans themselves gained even more from the conquered nations. These gains
were in part material, but mainly they were cultural. The Roman pantheon of gods is a perfect
representative of this cultural impact. Many of the Roman gods were inspired by the gods of
the Greek pantheon. Most of them even retaining their powers and alleged personalities in
such a way that a direct line of influence can be drawn between the gods of the two

pantheons.?

Other examples of early colonialism include the expansion of the Mongol Empire under
Genghis Khan or the Aztec and Inca Empires. The last two examples of empires from Latin

America serve as excellent examples of colonialism in regards to colonial trade policies.’

The beginnings of early modern colonialism are strongly connected with what is known
as the Age of Discovery, a period of overseas exploration starting in the fifteenth century.*

These explorations not only led to the discovery of new lands, but also to their subjugation to

U CESAR, Jaroslav. Britskd #ise v obdobi imperialismu: (1870-1945). Praha: Academia, nakladatelstvi
Ceskoslovenské akademie véd, 1970, p. 35.

2 KOHOUTKOVA, Helena a Martina KOMSOVA. Déjepis na dlani. Olomouc: Rubico, 2005. ISBN
8073460572, p. 44.

3 LOOMBA, Ania. Colonialism-postcolonialism. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 2005. ISBN 0415350638, pp. 7-8
* KOHOUTKOVA, Helena a Martina KOMSOVA. Déjepis na dlani. Olomouc: Rubico, 2005. ISBN
8073460572, pp. 95-96.



the rule of the colonizers. Early modern colonization started a trend of new colonialism which

was prevalent in the European culture till the second half of the twentieth century.’

Due to the mass colonization of the newly discovered areas, there soon emerged very
powerful nations, whose economy was fuelled by goods and other resources gained from the
colonised nations. The most famous example and the biggest one of these nations became
known as The British Empire.® It can be said that roughly one-quarter of Earth’s total
population was at one point controlled by this mighty empire, together with the same amount
of land mass and almost all the oceans. The last one was achieved and maintained through the

impressive navy force of The British Empire.”

1.2 Anticolonialism

There are two undeniably connected concepts, which can be labelled as anticolonialism.
First is the philosophical predecessor of postcolonialism. A movement concerned with the
critical analysis of colonialism, whose representatives wanted the colonies to regain their
independence, but in addition to that they strived for international cooperation and political
solidarity. The aim was to create a world where each country has its national pride, but which
at the same time allows for better relationships between nations. Within this concept contracts
assuring international cooperation would not be enforced but would be sought after by every

nation.®

The second is not so much a concept as it is a series of historical events during which
the people of the colonies have expressed dissatisfaction with the colonizers or the
colonization process. This includes not only the organized resistance movements but all
actions and changes that were a direct response to colonization. This form of anticolonialism
can also encompass all the instances of people protesting or showing displeasure in regards to

the changes made by the colonizers.’

3 TUMIS, Stanislav a Hanu§ NYKL, ed. Prekolonialismus, kolonialismus a postkolonialismus: impéria a ti
ostatni ve vychodni a jihovychodni Evropé. Praha: Filozoficka fakulta Univerzity Karlovy, 2015. Varia, 37.
svazek. ISBN 978-80-7308-582-7, pp. 9-13.

¢ SAMSON, Jane, ed. The British Empire. Oxford: Oxford University Press, xii. ISBN 0192892932. 2001.
7 FERGUSON, Niall. Empire: how Britain made the modern world. London: Penguin Books, 2004, xxviii.
ISBN 978-0-141-00754-0, p. xi.

8 ELAM, J. Daniel. Anticolonialism. Global South Studies: A Collective Publication with The Global South.
2017 [Accessed 5 April 2023]. Available from: https://globalsouthstudies.as.virginia.edw/key-
concepts/anticolonialism.

® AUNG-THWIN, Maitrii. Anticolonialism: Southeast Asia. New Dictionary of the History of Ideas.
[Accessed 5 April 2023] Available from: https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-
pictures-and-press-releases/anticolonialism-southeast-asia
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Anticolonial sentiments, whether it be silent disagreement with the colonizers or active
revolts against the colonial rule, have been expressed by every colonized nation. This meant
that as the countries differed from one another, so did their response to colonization. Thus it is
very hard to say that there are definite types of anticolonialism, as there are sure to be events
that are in nature anticolonial, but cannot be attributed to any of the outlined categories.
Despite this fact, there exists a sorting system made by Maitrii Aung-Thwin which suggests

that anticolonial events can be sorted into three overlapping categories. '

The first and also the most common one is known as “traditional” anti-colonialism. It is
generally considered to be the initial reaction of a nation to an enemy threat usurping their
land and as such can be identified in almost all colonized nations. These movements were
traditionally led by the existing, pre-colonial, governing force or by the elites of the nation.
Their goal was to protect their land and their people. These efforts were usually localized to
places of high importance, such as capital cities, and were thus mostly unsuccessful in fending

off the colonizers.!!

The way the second category of anticolonial movements manifested itself showcases
the level of integration the colonial forces and their culture had achieved within the colonized
nations. For this type of thought to arise the colonial power had to be fully integrated within
the colonized nation. The educated elites of the colonies, most often those who were schooled
in Europe, wanted to reform their nation through the colonial system. Working within the
parameters of colonial law and convention, not changing it completely, but bringing forth
traditions and beliefs of the natives which were lost during the process of colonization. This
change, in most cases, could only be achieved by the natives regaining control of the
governing body. If this were achieved the governing system would stay mostly unchanged. In
some cases, this type of an anticolonial movement could be simplified as people wanting the

t12

colonizers to leave, but to keep their system of government. ~ These attempts often failed due

10 AUNG-THWIN, Maitrii. Anticolonialism: Southeast Asia. New Dictionary of the History of Ideas.
[Accessed 5 April 2023] Available from: https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-
pictures-and-press-releases/anticolonialism-southeast-asia

11 AUNG-THWIN, Maitrii. Anticolonialism: Southeast Asia. New Dictionary of the History of Ideas.
[Accessed 5 April 2023] Available from: https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-
pictures-and-press-releases/anticolonialism-southeast-asia

12 GANDHI, Mahatma. Hind svarddz: indickd samosprdava. Pielozil Jiti ZAVADIL. Brno: Doplngk,
SpoleCensko-ckologicka edice, svazek 10. ISBN 80-7239-154-2, 2003, pp. 27-28
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to the inability of the elites to convince the uneducated people or those who had not received a

European education that these steps were necessary. !>

The third type of anticolonial response is significantly more radical than the previous
ones. During these the anticolonial activists not only wanted to achieve complete
independence from the colonial authority, but they also wanted to replace the colonial
governing system in its entirety. This notion had historically been the most successful one,
gaining supporters not only in cities but also in rural areas. Nationalism and the colonial
experience itself were used as a motivator towards independence. The radicality of this
response is rooted in the fallouts it caused. Due to it being widespread across the colonised
country and having a large number of supporters, these movements more often than not

resulted in a revolutionary war.'*

13 AUNG-THWIN, Maitrii. Anticolonialism: Southeast Asia. New Dictionary of the History of Ideas.
[Accessed 5 April 2023] Available from: https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-
pictures-and-press-releases/anticolonialism-southeast-asia

14 AUNG-THWIN, Maitrii. Anticolonialism: Southeast Asia. New Dictionary of the History of Ideas.
[Accessed 5 April 2023] Available from: https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-
pictures-and-press-releases/anticolonialism-southeast-asia
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2 Historical events connected to anticolonialism

Although many historical countries fall under the definition of a colonial power, this term
is mostly reserved for the countries which took part in the colonial boom of the early modern
period. Towards the end of the early modern period there have been many conflicts and
movements that could be described as anticolonial. But only a handful of them have
characteristics similar to those portrayed in Dune. The examples listed are here to provide a
deeper understanding of colonial times and of anticolonial movements and are the ones most

relevant for the analysis of Dune.

2.1 The Algerian Revolution

The Algerian Revolution, spanning from 1954 to 1962, marks a significant chapter in
the history of decolonization and anticolonial resistance. Emerging from decades of French
colonial rule, the Algerian people have taken on a prolonged struggle for independence, that is
similarly to other anticolonial movements characterized by armed resistance, political

mobilization, and social upheaval.

The roots of the Algerian Revolution can be traced back to the colonization of Algeria
by the French, which began in 1830. The French colonial rule was marked by economic
exploitation, social inequality, and cultural repression, all of which let to heightened tensions
between the colonizers and the native Algerian population. The implementation of
discriminatory policies, such as land confiscation further fuelled mutual resentment.'> The
failure of France to recognize Algerian aspirations for self-determination and the suppression
of nationalist demands by successive French administrations did nothing to ease the brewing

tensions and subsequently led the way towards the revolution. '

The Algerian Revolution can be divided into several key phases, each characterized by
distinct form of resistance and political development. The first phase marks the outbreak of
armed struggle. Beginning on November 1, 1954, when the National Liberation Front
launched coordinated attacks against French military and civilian targets across Algeria. The
reaction of the French colonial power to these attacks, included extensive use of torture and
mass arrests, further radicalizing Algerian society and allowing for the Algerian independence

movement to gain more supporters.!’

IS FANON, Frantz. The Wretched of the Earth. Penguin, 1967, p. 27
16 AGERON, Charles-Robert, Modern Algeria: a History from 1830 to the Present. London, 1997, p. 142
17 STORA, Benjamin. Algeria, 1830-2000: A Short History. Cornell University Press, 2001, p. 82
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The Algerian Revolution culminated in Algeria's independence from France on July 5,
1962, following a brutal and protracted conflict that claimed hundreds of thousands of lives.
The revolution's success established Algeria as an independent state and inspired anti-colonial
movements across Africa.'® However, the revolution has left its mark the on Algerian society,
including divisions along ethnic, ideological, and regional lines. The legacy of the revolution

continues to shape Algeria’s political landscape and national identity. !

2.2 The Arab Revolt

The Ottoman Empire ruled over most of the Arab world for centuries, including
territories in what are now the countries of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan. While
the Ottoman Empire was an Islamic caliphate, its rule over Arab lands was often characterized
by centralized control, economic exploitation, and political marginalization of local Arab

populations.?’

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, a sense of Arab identity and nationalism started to
emerge within the groups of intellectuals, activists, and political leaders in the Arab
provinces. Their goal was to achieve greater autonomy on the Ottoman Empire. To
accomplish this, they asked for a political representation for Arab peoples within the Empire.
Through representation they could achieve cultural revival, bringing back customs and
traditions lost in the process of colonization.?! They key figures of this movement included
intellectuals like Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Ahmad Rida and political leaders such as Sharif
Hussein bin Ali of the Hashemite dynasty.??

The efforts of the Arab nationalist movement culminated into the Arab Revolt, also
known as the Great Arab Revolt, which was an anti-Ottoman uprising during World War I,
orchestrated in cooperation with the Great Britain and France. The revolt was led by Sharif
Hussein bin Ali, who declared himself the King of the Arab Kingdom of Hejaz and launched
a campaign to force Ottoman forces out of the Arabian Peninsula. The reason behind the

British and French support of this movement was purely political. They saw it as an

18 Horne, Alistair. 4 Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962. Viking Press, 1977, p. 289

19 Hadj-Moussa, Ratiba. The Algerian Revolution: A Historic Turning Point or a Failure of Modernity?
International Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 2(20), 123-132, 2012, p.128

20 Khoury, Philip S. Urban Notables and Arab Nationalism: The Politics of Damascus 1860-1920. Cambridge
University Press, 2002, p. 45

2 Hourani, Albert. Arab Thought in the Liberal Age: 1798-1939. Oxford University Press. 1962, p.102

22 Fromkin, David. A Peace to End All Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the Creation of the Modern
Middle East. Henry Holt and Company. 1989, pp. 218-228
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opportunity to weaken the Ottoman Empire and gain Arab support for their war effort against

the Central Powers.?

The Arab Revolt was successful and contributed to the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.
However, the settlement after the first world war, led to the division and recolonization of
much of the Arab world by European powers, particularly Britain and France. The promises
of Arab independence and self-determination made by the British during the war remained

unfulfilled, leading to disillusionment and resentment among Arab nationalists 2*

2.3 American revolutionary war

American revolutionary war is an atypical example of an anticolonial movement. A
reason for this can be found in the very beginnings of colonialism in Northern America. Here
unlike, in most other colonised countries the colonisers did not just take control. Due to the
influx of people coming to America from Great Britain and other parts of Europe, the
colonizers effectively eradicated all power and influence of the natives. This meant that the

anticolonial movement was led by people who were themselves colonisers.

However, despite the unusual situation the conflict between American colonies and the
colonial power of Great Britain is probably the most well-known anticolonial movement that
led the way for many other countries and started a wave of revolutionary and anticolonial
wars across the globe. This conflict officially started with the Declaration of independence of

1776, but the reasons behind it lie in the French and Indian War.?

The French and Indian War, which took place in the British and French colonies in
North America was just a small part of a larger conflict known as the Seven years’ war, which
in contrast raged all over Europe from 1756 to 1763. This meant that Great Britain had to
fight on two separate fronts, which increased the amount of capital needed and left Great
Britain in a slight financial crisis.?® To improve the situation the British parliament decided to
increase the amount of taxes imposed on the colonies and increase the dependence of colonies
on the colonial power. To achieve this, they ratified the Sugar Tax of 1764 and the Stamp Act

of 1765. Both meant an increased taxation upon the colonies. These acts caused tensions to

23 McMEEKIN, Sean. The Ottoman Endgame: War, Revolution, and the Making of the Modern Middle East,
1908-1923. Penguin, 2015, p.167

24 OSMAN, Tarek. Why border lines drawn with a ruler in WW1 still rock the Middle East. BBC News 14, 2013.
25 GIPSON, Lawrence Henry. The American Revolution as an Aftermath of the Great War for the Empire, 1754-
1763. Political Science Quarterly, vol. 65, no. 1, 1950, pp. 86—-104

26 GIPSON, Lawrence Henry. The American Revolution as an Aftermath of the Great War for the Empire, 1754-
1763. Political Science Quarterly, vol. 65, no. 1, 1950, pp. 86—-1044
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arise in the American colonies to such degree, that the British later repealed the Stamp act.
This action has temporarily eased the tensions, but when the parliament passed a new group
of taxes through the Townshend Acts they rose again. The British sent troops to Boston in an
effort to control the situation. This act did not improve the situation and the increased tension
has resulted in the Boston Massacre of 1770. After this, the parliament decided to abandon the

Townshend Acts leaving only the tax on tea. But by this point, it was already too late.?’

As a response, the colonists called the First Continental Congress. During this meeting
in 1774, the anticolonial sentiments were only very mild. At this point the colonies did not
want total independence from Great Britain, but rather representation within the British

parliament.?®

During the first and second Continental Congress, the colonies issued lists of demands
for the British government. Most important of these demands were the ones, which called for
a seat in the British parliament for a representative from the colonies and the withdrawal of
British troops from the colonies. These demands were not accepted by Britain, which led to an
increase in anticolonial thoughts. Notably the ones calling for total independence from Great

Britain. This resulted in the Declaration of Independence being issued in 1776.%°

The path to independence was not an easy one for the American colonies, the
revolutionary war lasting five years, before the British surrendered during the battle of
Yorktown in 1781 and it took two more years of negotiations before Britain recognised the

United States of America as an independent country.*

2.4 The Island of Java

The Island of Java, located in the Republic of Indonesia, has one a long history and
colourful history. One that with all probability started more than 1.5 million years ago, when
the Island of Java was inhabited by the representatives of the Homo erectus species. This has
been proven by the discovery of a hominid fossil in 1891. Due to the island’s rich history,
there have been many different kingdoms, states and empires located on this island

throughout the years, including the Mataram kingdom, one of the first kingdoms in the area

27 GIPSON, Lawrence Henry. The American Revolution as an Aftermath of the Great War for the Empire, 1754-
1763. Political Science Quarterly, vol. 65, no. 1, 1950, pp. 86—-104

28 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023, October 8). Continental Congress. Encyclopedia Britannica.
https://www britannica.com/topic/Continental-Congress

29 KOHOUTKOVA, Helena a Martina KOMSOVA. Déjepis na dlani. Olomouc: Rubico, 2005. ISBN
8073460572, pp.128-129

30 KOHOUTKOVA, Helena a Martina KOMSOVA. Déjepis na dlani. Olomouc: Rubico, 2005. ISBN
8073460572, pp.128-129
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and a result of Hindu Indian influence. An Indian influence lasted on Java for another seven
hundred years, however in time, most of the island’s population converted to Buddhism. With
the arrival of Buddhism the state of Kediri soon became the leading force on the island. Its
dominance lasted for almost three hundred years, during which time the island became an

important centre for spice trade.’!

Due to its growing spice trade, the Island of Java became more and more important for
the Muslim international trade. The Muslim influence became so great with time, that in the
fifteenth century several Muslim kingdoms were created on the island. Those that lasted
gradually achieved independency on the Muslim traders. One of these kingdoms, bearing the
historical name of Mataram, managed to gain enough power and influence to unite the
kingdoms in the eastern and central parts of the Java Island becoming a dominant force on the

island.*?

Since the beginning of the seventeenth century the island of Java was under the control
of the Dutch East India Company. This period began with the arrival of several Dutch ships
and the establishment of Dutch trading posts along the Java coast. ** Through time the Dutch
managed to seize control over most of the Java Island, even going so far as to seize control
over the kingdom of Mataram and dividing it into two Surakarta kingdoms, which served as
vasal states. In the year 1755 came a successful rebellion against the Dutch and the
establishment of the Yogyakarta sultanate, a small independent sultanate. Despite this the
Dutch remained in control of the two kingdoms of Surakarta, thus controlling the majority of

the island.**

After the establishment of Yogyakarta and during the reign of its first sultan
Mangkubumi, the sultanate seemed to thrive. Despite being a military state born of rebellion,
the Yogyakarta has grown to be a prosperous country and it soon passed both Surakarta
kingdoms. Sultan Mangkubumi proved to be a capable ruler, understanding that further
conflict with the Dutch would not be in Yogyakartas best interest.*> Instead, he kept peace

31 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023, November 2). Java. Encyclopedia Britannica.

https://www britannica.com/place/Java-island-Indonesia

32 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023, November 2). Java. Encyclopedia Britannica.

https://www britannica.com/place/Java-island-Indonesia

33 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023, November 2). Java. Encyclopedia Britannica.

https://www britannica.com/place/Java-island-Indonesia

34 CAREY, Peter. The Origins of the Java War (1825-30). The English Historical Review, 91(358), 52-78. 1976,
p. 53-54

35 CAREY, Peter. The Origins of the Java War (1825-30). The English Historical Review, 91(358), 52-78. 1976,
p. 53-54
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with them, possibly hoping for the fall of the Dutch East India Company, a situation that
could give Mangkubumi enough power to seize control over the rest of the island. This came
to pass in 1799 as The Dutch East India Company lost its power in.>® Sultan Mangkubumi
never saw the dissolution of the Dutch East India Company as he died seven years prior. 3’
The successor to the throne of Yogyakarta was not as capable of a ruler as Mangkubumi and

the Dutch managed to maintain control.®

A new hope for the people of Java to escape the Dutch rule came in the form of prince
Dipanagara. He was born in 1785 as the eldest son of the Sultan of Yogyakarta. His mother
was not the sultan’s wife, but his mistress, because of this he was not easily accepted by the
court. His position in life was not improved when he turned away from Islamic traditions,
instead choosing to practice the religion of the old Mataram dynasty. Eventually he managed
to gain a strong position within the court, even becoming a favourite in the battle for
succession. Despite this, following the death of his father Dipanaraga refused the position of

Sultan, when it was offered to him.*’

Around the year 1804 Dipanaraga married Radeén Ayu Retna Madubrangta, a daughter
of one of the teachers of the old Mataram religion. This union has deepened his relationship
with the old religion, and he even took part in a pilgrimage to the south coast of Java. It was
there, that Dipanaraga has allegedly received a prophetic warning about a danger coming for

the Island of Java.**

In 1825 prince Dipanaraga was the leader of an uprising against the Dutch rule. Many
Javanese people followed him, proclaiming him to be a Messiah. Due to Dipanaraga’s
involvement with the old Mataram religion the uprising is sometimes given the modicum of
holy war. Unfortunately for Dipanaraga the conflict did not last very long and ended in his

defeat.*!

3¢ Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023, November 2). Java. Encyclopedia Britannica.
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2.5 Dutch and English East India Companies
East India Companies played a very important role in the colonial period, not only
controlling the trade with the colonies, but in the later parts of the colonial period taking

military control over some of the colonised nations.

The Dutch started their trade with Asia in 1595. For the first few years this trading
relationship functioned in the manner of several merchants organizing separate voyages to
different parts of Asia. These voyages were backed up by shareholders, who turned profit
when the fleet successfully returned with cargo to sell. As the competition between the
individual merchants grew it became harder to turn profit.*? The situation worsening for the
Dutch in 1600, when a group of London merchants were granted the monopoly for English
trade on the Asian market. This meant that there was suddenly an additional competitor for

the Dutch regarding the European market.**

The Dutch tried to regain the upper hand in the year 1602 when they created the United
East India Company. Unlike the British, who managed to create a united company almost
from the very beginning of the international trade, the Dutch had to deal with a large number
of already existing companies. Through a lot of compromise, they managed to negotiate

several deals merging most of the already existing companies into one big corporation.**

From the 1602 onwards there were two powerful trading companies both with a
monopoly for the whole of Asia and Pacific granted by their respective governments.*’
Through the growing profit they began establishing port cities in the colonies that were
entirely under the control of the East India Companies. To protect these cities, they often
resorted to apprehending a large part of the city’s surrounding land, thus creating a barrier
against anyone wishing to seize control. An example of this practice could be the Dutch East

India Company seizing control of large parts of the Island of Java. This form of protection

42 GELDERBLOM, O., DE JONG, A., & JONKER, J. The Formative Years of the Modern Corporation: The
Dutch East India Company VOC, 1602—1623. The Journal of Economic History, 73(4), 1050-1076, 2013, pp.
1050-1055

43 MAKEPEACE, Margaret. 4 Brief History of the English East India Company 1600-1858, Qatar Digital
Library [Accessed 20 November 2023]. Available from: https://www.qdl.qa/en/brief-history-english-east-india-
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was often necessary as the port cities were the centres of colonial force within the colonised

nations.*°

46 CAREY, Peter. The Origins of the Java War (1825-30). The English Historical Review, 91(358), 52-78. 1976,
p. 53-54

20



3 Basic information about the political background of the Dune
universe
One cannot analyse a story, looking for one specific element within it, without first laying
out the specific environment in which this story takes place. In this chapter, there is an
overview of the political structure and its constituents necessary for any further analysis. This
chapter describes the political structure as a whole, while also introducing the smaller groups

functioning within the universe of Dune that are essential for our understanding of the system.

3.1 The Imperium

The political system of Dune viewed through the lens of history is distinctly feudal with
the emperor as the head of the Imperium and the Great Houses bound to him as vassals.*’
There is also an early structure that could be considered a predecessor to a legislative body-

the Landsraad.

The Landsraad is a body representing all of the Great Houses. It serves not only as a
forum through which the houses communicate with one another but also as a protection
against the Imperium, as even the Emperor, the overseer, has to answer to it.*® It is governed
by the High Council and motions are passed with a vote. However, not all houses are equal
within the Landsraad, and the more powerful the house the more power their vote has. This
means that the most power, even within the Landsraad is held within the Imperial house.
Despite this, if all the remaining houses voted against the Imperial house their votes have to

surpass the number of votes held by the Imperial house.*’

The story of Dune takes place during the reign of the Padishah Emperor Shaddam
Corrino IV from the Imperial House Corrino. Apart from the House Corrino, there are nine
other houses present in the Dune universe during the reign of the Padishah Emperor Shaddam
Corrino IV. However, only two others are significant for the story. The Houses Atreides and

Harkonnen.
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All houses were ruled by the patriarch of the family, whose name the house bore. This
person usually received a title. For House Atreides, it was the title of Duke, whereas for

House Harkonnen it was the title of Baron.>’

Each of the Great Houses received a planet from the Emperor as an estate of
inheritance.”! This also meant that the Emperor could take away a planet from one house and
give it to another as he did with the planet Arrakis, which he took from the House Harkonnen

and gave it to House Atreides before the events of the main story.>?

3.2 A world without computers

Even though the Dune takes place in the future, there is a distinct lack of technology,
namely robots and computers. This is because, in the history of the Imperium, there was a
great war between the humans and the computers with artificial intelligence, which the
humans won.>® After the war, the surviving humans established a treaty banning all
production and development of computing machines. So, within the Imperium there is

modern technology, but there are no machines with artificial intelligence.

To make up for the lack of computing mechanisms, new organizations emerged taking
advantage of human intelligence.>* These organizations or schools for mental-physical
training are educating their pupils in computing skills essentially turning them into human
computers with different abilities, depending on the school in question.>® Their skills are also
heavily dependent on Spice Melange. A product which after the great war quickly became the

most precious and most sought-after substance in the Imperium. ¢

3.2.1 Spacing Guild
One of the organizations that gained its power from the lack of computing technology,

also known as mental-physical training schools, is the Spacing Guild. This organization had a
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