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Abstract 

This diploma thesis focuses on why spontaneous demolition of Old Fadama/Sodom and 

Gomorrah slum by the Authorities is not appropriate and why a different, rather gradual 

approach would salvage the situation, as well as proposing policies that will help alleviate 

poverty in such neighborhoods. Slums have represented a tremendous issue for development 

since they are by definition zones in which the tenants need major resources and capacities, for 

example, sufficient sanitation, enhanced water supply, solid housing or satisfactory living space. 

While quite a bit of this development has come because of population growth, mass movement 

from rustic regions to the urban areas has represented an immense segment of this overall 

urbanization. Not just have we seen the development of urban population all in all, yet the world 

has additionally observed wonderful development concerning individual urban communities, 

including urban areas with more than 8 million occupants and other urban areas with more than 

20 million occupants. The colossal increment in population has had enormous ramifications in 

the urban environment in the developing nations. The real impact of this has been the ascent of 

the slums. The key factor in this has been that the urban communities that have grown most 

rapidly have been urban areas in the developing nations. Numerous governments have 

endeavored to discover answers for the issue, and one of the proposed answers is slum 

overhauling. Living in slums puts huge social, economic, and financial related challenges on 

family units, and it can prompt intergenerational destitution. Numerous contend that slum 

occupants are entangled in a destitution trap—that living in slums makes it harder for family 

units to escape destitution. A few slum related components add to the propagation of 

destitution, including poor health results; a failure to get funds or leverage property resources; 

and absence of access to fundamental services. The presence of slums is a side effect of a 

deficiency of reasonable housing, the provision of which can be seen as an important objective 

in its own privilege and as a basic fixing in tending to the more extensive difficulties of 

destitution. 

This diploma thesis considers various demolition exercises that have been employed by 

different countries in slum transformation. Particularly it considers the Belo Horizonte project in 

Brazil and the million houses project in Sri Lanka. It proposes a minimum relocation approach 

as the best fit for Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah transformation. This proposal best 

accommodates the needs of an already thriving, in terms of population, slum community.  

Schemes and policies at different levels of governance are proposed to spear head the fight 

against destitution in this slum community.  
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1.0. INTRODUCTION 
Slums were regular in the United States and Europe before the mid twentieth century. In 

Europe, slums were common (Eckstein, 1990). By the 1920s it had turned into a typical slang 

articulation in Britain (Lewis, 2005). London's East End is considered to be the location where 

the term “slum” was first used in the nineteenth century. It was here where the enormous and 

rapid urbanization of the dockside and industrial regions prompted serious congestion in a 

warren of the post-medieval streetscape. The agony of the poor was depicted in mainstream 

fiction by moralist creators, for example, Charles Dickens – most broadly Oliver Wind (1837-

1839) and resounded the Christian Communist morals of the time, which soon discovered lawful 

articulation in the Public Health Act of 1848. Soon after slum demolishing movement gained 

momentum.  

Slums are frequently connected with Victorian England, especially in mechanical English towns, 

marsh Scottish towns and Dublin City in Ireland. Engels described these English neighborhoods 

as cow sheds for human beings. These were by and large still occupied until the 1940s, when 

the English government began slum leeway/demolition and constructed new council houses (a 

type of public or social housing constructed by local municipalities).  There are still examples 

remaining today of such slum housing neighborhoods in the UK, however numerous have been 

removed by government activity, updated and supplanted with better public lodging.  

In France as in most industrialized European countries, slums were widespread in Paris and 

other urban territories in the nineteenth century, huge numbers of which proceeded through first 

half of the twentieth century. The cholera epidemic of 1832 set off a political open deliberation. 

Laws were initially passed in 1849 and amended in 1851, then after foundation of Paris 

Commission on Unhealthful Dwellings in 1852 started the social procedure of distinguishing the 

most noticeably awful lodging inside slums, yet did not evacuate or supplant slums. After World 

War II, French citizens began mass migration from provincial or rural villages to urban centers of 

France. This statistic and financial pattern quickly raised rents of existing lodging and also 

extended slums. French government passed laws to square increment in the lease of lodging, 

which unintentionally made numerous lodging ventures unrewarding and expanded slums. In 

1950, France propelled its activity to finance and construct public lodging and evacuate slums, 

oversaw by technicians – urban technocrats. After July 1970, France pulverized some of its last 

major slums and resettled inhabitant from Algeria, Portugal and other transient laborers by the 

mid-1970s. 
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 New York City has the dubious reputation of having created America's first slum, named the 

Five Points in 1825, as it advanced into a substantial urban settlement. Five Points was so 

named after Lake Collect which, by the late 1700s, was encompassed by slaughterhouses and 

tanneries which discharged their waste specifically into its waters. Waste heaped up also and by 

the mid-1800s the lake was topped off and dry. On this establishment was fabricated Five 

Points, the United States' first slum. Five Points was typified by rapid influx of liberated slaves; 

immigrating Irish, many Italian, even Chinese immigrants. It housed poor people, rustic 

individuals leaving farms or other rural areas for a variety of circumstance, and the abused or 

marginalized individuals from Europe al coming to New York City. Bars, bordellos, grimy and 

dark apartments lined its avenues. Savagery and wrongdoing were typical. Lawmakers and 

social elite class all talked about it with mocking derogative statements, yet no one took any 

initiative to “fix” this problem however. Slums such as Five Points eventually activated talks for 

reasonable lodging and slum evacuation. Whether this initiative was due to crime, health 

conditions, or impacts to the economic stability of New York City remains to be clarified. As of 

the beginning of the 21st century, Five Points slum had been changed into the Little Italy and 

Chinatown neighborhoods of New York City, through that city's battle of enormous urban 

reestablishment. Five Points was not by any means the only slum in America.   

Rio de Janeiro recorded its first slum in 1920 population census. By the 1960s, more than 33% 

of population of Rio lived in slums, 45% of Mexico City and Ankara, 65% of Algiers, 35% of 

Caracas, 25% of Lima and Santiago and 15% of Singapore. By 1980, in different urban areas 

and towns of Latin America alone, there were around 25,000 slums. All of this clearly suggests 

that slum neighborhoods are not a negative icon of distant history but a modern day 21st century 

problem. 

The historical evidence from the above named countries show how massive, spontaneous 

demolition exercises have been used to transform many a slum communities into feasible, 

better living standard communities.  

The key theme of this thesis project is to clarify that though massive, spontaneous demolition 

and relocation practices were successful in transforming slum communities into better ones for 

other countries, a gradual relocation and redevelopment (rehousing) of Old Fadama/Sodom and 

Gomorrah slum community is most appropriate. More than two decades of its existence has 

seen this slum community grow and establish its own unique identity and the inhabitants’ 

fondness for the place, amidst deplorable conditions and social vices. Many inhabitants deal in 

metal scraps while others have been able to establish businesses of their own in order to fend 



3 
 

for themselves, not disregarding their tax contributions to the economy of the country. Also this 

project explores possible policy changes, as well as mental perceptions changes and their role 

in destitution eradication in Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah slum region.  

 

2.0. LITERATURE REVIEW  
Individuals are experiencing a radical change in their ecology. Amid the previous two centuries 

the extent of the total populace living in urban areas and towns has developed from around 5% 

to over half (Ezeh et al., 2017). This procedure of rapid urbanization, which began in Europe 

and North America after the Industrial Upheaval in the late nineteenth century, was joined by the 

improvement of substantial slums including acclaimed cases, for example, La Chapelle in Paris, 

France, the Gorbals in Glasgow, Scotland, and Khitrov in Moscow, Russia. The previous 50 

years has seen monstrous urban development in low-pay and middle income countries (LMICs) 

portrayed by sprawling slums that are currently home to the greater part of the populace in 

urban areas, for example, Mumbai, India, Nairobi, Kenya, and Mexico City, Mexico. This 

enormous growth of slums has incited expanding world interest, and the United Nation’s 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) determine an objective to address the predicament of 

slums. The wide reason for this Arrangement of two papers is to research how this objective 

may be accomplished regarding wellbeing. In this first paper in the Arrangement, we first give 

some foundation to slum covering wording and definitions, the measure of slum populaces, and 

the progression of their development. Second, we make a hypothetical contention that slum 

wellbeing ought to be a substantive subject for examine, unmistakable from urban wellbeing, 

and from neediness and wellbeing. Third, we analyze the degree and nature of past research in 

slum wellbeing. Fourth, we portray the physical and social components affecting wellbeing in 

slums. Furthermore, finally, we depict the specific medical issues of individuals who live in 

slums, seeing that this can be observed from the scientific writing (Ezeh et al., 2017). 

As indicated by United Nations (Bag & Seth, 2016), the worldwide populace has expanded by 

2.9 times between 1950 and 2014 and the populace is anticipated to increase by 3.8 times in a 

century between 1950 and 2050. This expansion however has positively not been and isn't 

relied upon to be uniform crosswise over country and urban zones. While the worldwide 

provincial populace has expanded by 1.9 times between 1950 and 2014 (and is just anticipated 

that would increment by 1.8 times between 1950 and 2050), the urban populace has increased 

by 5.2 times between 1950 and 2014 and is anticipated to increase by a huge 8.5 times in a 
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century since 1950. Three geographic locales that are relied upon to add to this tremendous 

increment are Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean, where the urban populace is 

anticipated to increase by 41.8 times, 13.5 times, and 9.8 times, separately, between 1950 and 

2050.  

These three geographic areas for the most part comprise of low-and middle income developing 

nations, which frequently do not have the ability to make adequate foundation for obliging the 

developing number of urban populace. The surplus populace winds up dwelling as urban 

squatters and living in slums. Between 1990 and 2012, the quantity of slum inhabitants in the 

developing nations of these three areas expanded from 650 million to 862 million (UN HABITAT, 

2010). Slums inside urban territories are considered as curses, i.e., to have particular and 

unfavorable attributes contrasted with whatever remains of the urban region. (UN HABITAT, 

2010) characterizes a slum family unit, as a gathering of people living under a similar rooftop, 

who are inadequate with regards to any of the following five criteria:  

(i) access to potable drinking water,  

(ii) access to enhanced sanitation infrastructures,  

(iii) adequate living spaces,  

(iv) solid living structures, and  

(v) secured tenancy rights (Un-Habitat, 2003) 

Appendix X 

Contrasted with whatever remains of the urban range, slums inhabitants likewise experience the 

ill effects of lower levels of education, wellbeing, poor work and skills training and other financial 

indicators/pointers. It is to be noticed that in spite of the fact that slums are separated from non-

slum zones by certain common qualities, yet there exist vast contrasts between city and intra-

city. 

As the incredible surge in slum populace is distinguished as a noteworthy test for the general 

urban advancement, the arrangements towards enhancing the lives of slum tenants has not 

been neglected. It has rather been a pivotal piece of the worldwide advancement plan in the 

course of recent decades. To accomplish a critical change in the lives of no less than 100 

million slum tenants by 2020 had been an imperative focus inside the seventh Millennium 

Development Goal (MDG). The recently amended first focus of the eleventh Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) proposes to guarantee access for all to sufficient, sheltered and 

reasonable lodging and fundamental administrations, and overhaul slums by 2030 (Bag & Seth, 

2016). Needless to state that the fitting policy layout is basic to enhance the way of life inside 
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slums, however there is as yet a significant divide in stratagem selection. The strategy decision 

can be reinforced through a proper comprehension of the sort of misfortunes the slum 

occupants experience and additionally appreciating the reciprocal or mutual relation of their 

difficulties.  

 

2.1. DEFINITION 

Concerns have been communicated that the term slum is emotive and pejorative. The term 

casual settlement has been recommended as an alternative (Gilbert, 2007). Notwithstanding, 

the United Nations keeps on alluding to slums, for instance in the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs); informal/casual settlements and slum are not synonymous. The United Nations 

Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) describes the nature of a slum in 

terms of an urban space, as an adjoining settlement where the occupants are described as 

having lacking lodging and fundamental services. In any case, the most broadly utilized 

definition, proclaimed by the United Nations Human Settlements Program (Un-Habitat, 2003), 

depends on family units where a slum family unit is defined as: a gathering of people that live 

under a similar rooftop that need at least one of the accompanying conditions; access to potable 

water, access to enhanced sanitation, sufficient living space, solid housing structure and secure 

tenure. Each of these five conditions is defined in more detail, for instance by indicating what 

sort of sanitation qualifies as made strides.  

Two issues emerge from these differentiating definitions. In the first place, slum is a 

development made out of different dimensions (see Appendix X)—five on account of the UN-

Environment definition—to such an extent that nobody definition can be altogether tasteful. 

Second, despite the fact that individuals naturally consider slums accumulations of homes, this 

spatial develop is excluded in the UN-Environment definition (Ezeh et al., 2017).  

The issue with defining the parameters of slums begins with the absence of an agreed upon 

definition. Therefore, listing of slums has not yet been fused inside mainstream monitoring 

instruments, for example, national populace censuses, statistic and health/wellbeing surveys, 

and worldwide surveys. Some reviews give intermediaries or related factors, for example, 

'extent of unapproved lodging' or 'extent of squatters'. Participatory destitution appraisals in 

numerous Least Developed Countries (LDCs) for the most part give just subjective data on 

urban neediness. The bland/generic definition recommends that a slum is a bordering 

settlement where the tenants are portrayed as having deficient lodging and essential 
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administrations. A slum is regularly not perceived and tended to by the general population 

specialists as a fundamental or equivalent piece of the city. 

Other comparative definitions are given in numerous approach records; for instance the Cities 

Alliance Action Plan (1999) portrays slums as ignored parts of urban communities where 

lodging and living conditions are horrifyingly poor. Slums extend from high-density, filthy city-

center apartments to unconstrained squatter settlements without legitimate acknowledgment or 

rights, sprawling at the edge of urban communities. Slums have different names, favelas, 

kampungs, bidonvilles, tugurios, yet share the same hopeless living conditions (Un-Habitat, 

2003). 

These general definitions meet the normal impression of what a slum is; yet, the way things are, 

they are not related with operational definitions that would empower one to determine 

regardless of whether a specific zone is a slum.  

It has been important to operationalize the idea that regions have been assigned particularly as 

slums, for the most part by planners making extemporaneous overviews or following famous 

usage. This was the situation amid the Housing Reform in the UK, and hence in numerous other 

countries. All the more as of late, definitions created in 1993 in India utilize lodging conditions 

and accessibility of offices as the primary reason for characterizing territories as slums – zones 

with thick, ineffectively fabricated or for the most part impermanent lodging, with deficient clean 

and drinking water facilities (Un-Habitat, 2003). 

Obviously, it would be better for various purposes to have a more all-inclusive and target 

definition – especially when worldwide estimation and Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 

targets are included. However, the most vital indicators related with UN-Habitat work – slums, 

insecure tenancy and poverty – are terms that don't have clear or all around concurred 

definitions. 

Actions to propose a more quantitative meaning of slums have just as of late been begun, not 

just on account of different feelings in the matter of what constitutes the key determinants of 

slums, but because of several highlights of the concept/idea: 

 Slums are excessively mind boggling, making it impossible to characterize as per one 

single parameter.  
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 Slums are a relative idea and what is considered as a slum in one city will be viewed as 

satisfactory in another city – even in a similar nation.  

 

 Nearby varieties among slums are too wide to characterize all around material criteria.  

 

 Slums change too quickly to render any criterion substantial for a moderately drawn out 

stretch of time.  

 

 The spatial idea of slums implies that the dimensions of specific slum territories is 

vulnerable against changes in jurisdiction or spatial accumulation. 

What is concurred is that slums, similar to destitution and secure residency, are 

multidimensional in nature. A portion of the attributes of slums, for example, access to physical 

administrations or density, can be plainly characterized, and others, for example, social capital, 

can't. Indeed, even with all around characterized pointers, estimation can be exceptionally 

hazardous, and adequate benchmarks are difficult to build up (Un-Habitat, 2003). 

2.1.1. Operational meaning of slums 

The operational meaning of a slum that has been as of late prescribed (by a United Nations 

Expert Group Meeting (EGM) held in Nairobi from 28th to 30th October 2002) for future global 

use characterizes a slum as a region that consolidates, to different degrees, the accompanying 

qualities (confined to the physical and lawful attributes of the settlement, and barring the more 

troublesome social measurements): 

 inadequate access to safe water;  

 inadequate access to sanitation and other framework;  

 poor structural nature of lodging;  

 overcrowding;  

 insecure residential status. 
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Feature Indicator Description 

Access to water Inadequate supply of drinking 

water (adjusted MDG 

Indicator 30) 

A settlement has an 

inadequate drinking water 

supply if less than 50% of 

households have an 

improved water supply:  

•household connection; 

•access to public stand pipe; 

• rainwater collection;  

with at least 20 

liters/person/day available 

within an acceptable 

collection distance. 

Access to sanitation Inadequate sanitation (MDG 

Indicator 31) 

A settlement has inadequate 

sanitation if less than 50% of 

households have improved 

sanitation:  

• public sewer;  

• septic tank;  

• pour-flush latrine;  

• ventilated improved pit 

latrine.  

The excreta disposal system 

is considered adequate if it is 

private or shared by a 

maximum of two households. 

Structural quality of housing a. Location Proportion of households 

residing on or near a 

hazardous site. The following 
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locations should be 

considered:  

• housing in geologically 

hazardous zones 

(landslide/earthquake and 

flood areas);  

• housing on or under 

garbage mountains;  

• housing around high-

industrial pollution areas;  

• housing around other 

unprotected high-risk zones 

(eg. railroads, airports, 

energy transmission lines). 

b. Permanency of 

structure 

Proportion of households 

living in temporary and/or 

dilapidated structures. The 

following factors should be 

considered when placing a 

housing unit in these 

categories:  

• quality of construction (eg. 

materials used for wall, floor 

and roof);  

• compliance with local 

building codes, standards 

and bylaws. 

Overcrowding Overcrowding Proportion of households with 

more than two persons per 

room. The alternative is to set 

a minimum standard for floor 

area per person (eg. 5 

square meters). 
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Security of tenure Security of tenure  (MDG 

Indicator 32) 

• Proportion of households 

with formal title deeds to both 

land and residence.  

• Proportion of households 

with formal title deeds to 

either one of land or 

residence.  

• Proportion of households 

with enforceable agreements 

or any document as a proof 

of a tenure arrangement. 

Note: i 'Well' and 'spring' are viewed as pleasant sources in the first MDG marker yet are 

practically sure to be polluted/dirtied in urban regions. 

Table 1.2 (UN HABITAT, 2010) 

The proposed markers and limits in Table 1.2 depend on the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDG) pointers/indicators, where conceivable.  

These markers are temporary and subject to worldwide field-testing for suitability, power and 

consistence with accessible sources, previously solid pattern worldwide assessments of the 

quantities of individuals living in ghettos are gotten. It is additionally proposed that nearby 

changes of the markers ought to be utilized as long as they are connected reliably after some 

time (Un-Habitat, 2003). 

 

2.2. POPULATION OF SLUMS 

Information utilized by (Un-Habitat, 2003) to assess slum populaces radiate from two 

fundamental sources: populace and housing censuses (carried on at 10 years regular intervals 

in many nations), and national surveys that are frequently in view of examining outlines from 

censuses. Making an evaluation of the dimensions of slums isn't an exact science in light of the 

fact that: 

 There is more than one definition of a slum and a specific definition can be connected 

capriciously. A given definition can change after some time—eg, the living space limit of 

the UN-Habitat definition was expanded from more than one to more than two 

individuals for every room in 2008. 
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 There are specialized difficulties in the list of slum populaces; they are a difficult to reach 

group since householders are frequently truant; individuals can lease rooms by the night; 

unlawful squatters can stay away from reviews; registration staff can be hesitant to enter 

slums; and on the grounds that a few nations don't have an evaluation. 

 Many slum groups are not formally declared as residential areas and are in this manner 

under-reported in censuses and in national inspections. China gives an illustration where 

many slums (actually villages in the city) are populated by unregistered vagrant workers. 

Sometimes, the correct inverse is accounted for, when governments over-tally slum 

tenants either for political thought processes or bolster, or for budgetary portions 

identified with benefit conveyance. 

 Even when information for the UN definition of slums are accessible for a country, they 

are just gathered at regular intervals, so yearly detailing of slum populaces needs to 

depend on evaluations and projections. Projection without bounds of size of slums is 

additionally muddled by different rates at which slums are moved up to non-slum 

crosswise over low-pay and center salary nations. 

 The limit for meaning of water supply and sanitation is set low, and the overall 

assessments of slum populaces would inflate by a few hundred million if the limit were 

raised to a level sufficient to ensure health. Additionally, use of the UN slum definitions 

to high-salary countries may recommend that they have no slums, yet these nations may 

in any case have significant extents of their populace living in deficient lodging. 

The number of inhabitants in slums can be expressed as aggregates/totals or as ratios in which 

case the denominator can be either national or urban populaces. These different techniques can 

yield separating patterns. For instance, in many districts of the world the level of the urban 

populace living in slums has been declining since 1990, while the aggregate numbers are rising. 

The latest UN-Habitat approximates for slum populaces propose that 881 million individuals 

lived in slums in the developing world in 2014, an increment from 689 million since 1990  (Ezeh 

et al., 2017). The quantity of individuals living in slums is expanding and remains particularly 

high in sub-Saharan Africa (56% of the urban populace lives in slums) and southern and 

Southeast Asia. It is approximated that by 2030, around 5 billion of the worlds anticipated 8.1 

billion individuals will live in urban zones. Of these, around 2 billion will live in slums, principally 

in Africa and Asia. The greater part of this development will happen in smaller (i.e., having a 

populace of 50 000 to 99 999) urban communities where urbanization proceeds without 

satisfactory planning or extension of framework (Ezeh et al., 2017). 
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2.2.1. Number of slum inhabitants: evaluations and estimations 

Slum occupant estimation, similar to some other estimation, relies upon information accessibility 

in addition to the criteria laid out for the evaluation. A few preparatory assessments have been 

attempted. The beginning stage was the estimation of security of residency, which concentrated 

on the intermediary measure of residency status (eg. the sort of tenure: proprietor, tenant or 

squatter). Observational trial of this approach demonstrated that this estimation strategy was not 

a dependable marker of the legitimate/legal reason for inhabitancy/occupancy and the more 

extensive idea of security of tenancy (Un-Habitat, 2003). In this manner a Secure Tenure Index 

was created in 2002, concentrating on the similarly well-measured physical portrayal of secure 

residency that better gauges the size of slum populaces. Utilizing this approach, the base year 

1993 approximate of worldwide slum populace was 712 million and the straight-line projection 

for 2001 in light of the urban populace projection was 837 million (Un-Habitat, 2003).  

Amid the following phase of slum populace estimation, the relative meanings of secure tenancy 

and slums were refined in discussion with members in the United Nations Expert Group Meeting 

(EGM) (held in Nairobi from 28th to 30th October 2002) and their corresponding networks of 

experts. Besides, an arrangement of rules was delivered containing operational definitions and 

polls for family unit overviews and censuses on secure residency and slums. As said before, the 

EGM slum definition widened the idea of slum occupant. A slum tenant was considered to have 

at least one of the accompanying traits: uncertainty of residency; low basic quality 

structure/solidness of dwelling; poor access to safe water; poor access to sanitation offices; and 

inadequate living territory/space (refer to Table 1.2).  

The assessments exhibited in Table 1.3 depend on this operational meaning of slums and on a 

modified estimation strategy in view of the suggestions of the EGM.  

These new approximates were accomplished utilizing existing family unit overview and 

registration information. Moreover, the information utilized for the evaluations are of a higher 

quality and were gathered at the family level. This overhauled estimation strategy was 

connected in one specific city, Nairobi. In the year prior to the census, approximately 150,000 

people settled in the recognized slum zones (some of these could be transitory occupants 

caught by the evaluation). 85% to 90% of these people did not have safe sanitation. 60% lived 

in a one-room staying unit. More than 95% of the new arrivals originated from Kenya's country 

areas (Un-Habitat, 2003). Individuals who had been occupants in the recognized slum territories 

in the vicinity of five and ten years had not enhanced their entrance to safe sanitation,60% still 

lived in one room and almost all kept on utilizing charcoal, wood or paraffin for cooking. The 
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information does not disclose to us what number of slum inhabitants have figured out how to 

enhance their fortunes and leave; but it tells us that the slum zones are not improving. It 

proposes that the components influencing growing morbidity and mortality in the slum zones are 

not being tended to. These worldwide assessments by (Un-Habitat, 2003) are the most recent 

and generally dependable. Be that as it may, they ought to be viewed as a result, at a specific 

stage, of a consistent procedure of change towards more precise and solid assessments of 

slum inhabitants. The estimations in this table are exhibited by the organized Millennium 

Development Goals (MDG) regions. 

 

Major area, 

region 

Total 

population 

Urban population Estimated slum population 

(millions) (millions) Percentage 

of 

total 

population 

thousands Percentage 

of 

urban 

population  

World 6134 2923 47.7 923,986 31.6 

Developed 

regions 

1194 902 75.5 54,068 6.0 

Europe 726 534 73.6 33,062 6.2 

Other 467 367 78.6 21,006 5.7 

Developing 

regions 

4940 2022 40.9 869,918 43.0 

Northern 

Africa 

146 76 52.0 21,355 28.2 

Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

667 231 34.6 166,208 71.9 

Latin 

America and 

the 

Caribbean 

(LAC) 

527 399 75.8 127,567 31.9 

Eastern Asia 1364 533 39.1 193,824 36.4 
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South-central 

Asia 

1507 452 30.0 262,354 58.8 

South-

eastern Asia 

530 203 38.3 56,781 28.0 

Western Asia 192 125 64.9 41,331 33.1 

Oceania 8 2 26.7 499 24.1 

Least 

developed 

countries 

(LDCs) 

685 179 26.2 140,114 78.2 

Landlocked 

developing 

countries 

(LLDCs) 

275 84 30.4 47,303 56.5 

Small island 

developing 

states (SIDS) 

52 30 57.9 7,321 24.4 

Table 1.3 (Un-Habitat, 2003) 

These assessments demonstrate that upwards of 31.6% of urban populace in 2001 were living 

in insufficient housing conditions. Developing nations’ urban areas have an expected 43% of 

urban inhabitants living in slums, while for developed nations’ urban areas the approximate is 

6%. Prominent is Sub-Saharan Africa, where 71.9% of the urban populace is evaluated to live in 

slums. This deplorable truth is in accordance with discoveries on Africa for higher consumption 

poverty and higher under-five death rates. In spite of the fact that slum inhabitants and the 

urban poor are generally co-located, not all slum occupants might be named poor. 
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Figure 1.4 (Un-Habitat, 2003) 

As Figure 1.4 shows, Asia commands the worldwide picture, having around 60% of the 

aggregate world's slum tenants out of 2001, Africa had 20%, Latin America and the Caribbean 

(LAC) had 14% of the world's slum inhabitants, while Europe and other developed nations 

joined, had around 6%.  

The multidimensional strategy utilized as a part of landing at the above estimations is 

experiencing orderly refinement and change, and an institutionalized, delegate worldwide 

overview is planned that will allow significantly more precise evaluations as indicated by the 

concurred definitions. (Un-Habitat, 2003) 

 

2.3. DYNAMICS AND FUNDAMENTAL REASONS FOR SLUM DEVELOPMENT 

Urbanization can be anticipated by the limitation of individuals' development. For instance, so-

called pass laws confined internal movement in numerous colonial nations, while the Chinese 

Government went additionally still by switching the migration between farmland and city amid 

the Cultural Revolution (1966– 76). The expulsion of limitations is ordinarily trailed by quick 

urban relocation as happened, for instance, after the cancelation of servitude in Brazil in 1888. 

Once a populace is allowed to move, they will be propelled or compelled by many components 

(such as in Appendix I). The expansion or contraction in slum population is a dynamic 

Developed 
Regions, 54

Africa, 187

Latin America, 128

Eastern Asia, 194

South Asia, 319

Western Asia, 41

WORLD DISTRIBUTION OF SLUM DWELLERS 
(MILLIONS) BY REGION,2001
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procedure including migration of individuals from farmland and other city areas, migrations in 

the reverse directions, transformation of city regions and neighboring locales to slums (and the 

other way around), and the balance  of natality and mortality (natural growth) in the slum itself. 

As slums age, the extent of development that is characteristic (i.e., the balance of natality and 

mortality) builds, achieving figures as high as 75% in Mexico City. 

Clarifying what spurs people or families to move or stay where they are under winning 

conditions does not clarify the reason for the predominant conditions. A clarification does not 

clear up the reason for the predominant conditions and thus does not clarify why slums have 

turned out to be so huge, why such huge numbers of individuals end up noticeably caught in 

slums, or why numerous in the slums sink into regularly deepening poverty. Nor does a 

clarification of motivation explain the decoupling of economic and slum populace development—

66 nations had 5 years of urbanization without simultaneous national financial growth in the 

years from 1960 to 1995. Many reasons have been given to clarify why slums shape, continue 

to exist, and develop including national financial stagnation, disappointment of redistribution, 

market impairment for extractive elites, colonial heritages, absence of planning, corruption, 

clientism, and hostile to urban inclinations by national governments and global offices (Ezeh et 

al., 2017). Fox gives a beyond any doubt footed record of how these components have played 

out after some time; Roy and colleagues offer an orderly audit of models of slum development 

under problematic universal and national arrangements; and UN-Natural surroundings has 

distributed a report of elements that are related with accomplishment in decreasing slum 

development in 100 nations amid 20 years. These large scale level elements ought to be 

additionally examined by history specialists, political researchers, and financial analysts. 

 

2.4. WAY OF LIFE AND EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS OF SLUMS 

Slums are generally set up near regions where work is accessible. Population increase make 

the slum push upwards (i.e., stories are added to residences) and outwards. Rivalry for 

destinations near work environments causes inflation in rents and land costs so landowners in 

focal areas can wind up very affluent, though those at the fringe turn out to be dynamically 

disadvantaged; the Gini coefficient (a measure of salary disparity) in Bangladesh is bigger 

inside slums than the nation over as a whole. This is essential in light of the fact that expanding 

destitution produces wellbeing imbalance, which thus prompts further neediness making an 

endless loop or destitution trap. 
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Security of residency is a key issue for slum family units. Slums are frequently set up on vacant 

or metropolitan land. Authorities at that point choose whether or not to acknowledge the slum 

and give residency rights on subjects—in India, such notified areas make up just about portion 

of all slums. Individuals without any rights have minimal motivating force to put resources into 

more beneficial homes and can be removed without remuneration to give more lucrative white 

collar class lodging to the benefit of an extractive world class; government officials can be slum 

landlords. Substantial scale removals have occurred under politically-sanctioned racial 

segregation in South Africa, state free enterprise in China, and even majority rule neighborhood 

government in Brazil. The bad form and brutality of these expulsions is exacerbated by the 

predicament of the dislodged pioneers who must move to new areas that are significantly more 

impeded, as far as access to the work advertise and natural security, than their unique slum 

habitat, again enlarging disparities. 

Regardless of whether through expulsion or a lack of room, individuals in slums can live in 

hazardous areas, for example, ravines/gorges, where they are liable to avalanches (Caracas, 

Venezuela), flood fields, where they are liable to suffocating and loss of homes (Manila, 

Philippines), and under electrical cables expanding the danger of fires (Nairobi). In Quito, 

Ecuador, individuals who live in slums have been constrained over the 2850 m city confine that 

denotes the most abnormal amount that can be adjusted by the metropolitan water conveyance 

system. Individuals who live in slums are likewise particularly powerless against the effects of a 

global warming/dangerous atmospheric deviation. For instance, ineffectively developed homes 

are poorly prepared to withstand the components, and mortality hazard from tropical 

cyclones/tornados (in the wake of controlling for storm power) is more than a hundred times 

more noteworthy in low-wage than in high-salary nations. 

Slums give access to markets for a huge number of individuals and give conditions where 

micro-enterprises move toward becoming established. The informal division is worth US$10 

trillion every year worldwide and utilizes 80% of the workforce in Low-Income and Middle-

Income Countries (LMICs) (Ezeh et al., 2017). Yet individuals who have little money to live on 

and nothing additional require immediate payments, not only for sustenance and convenience, 

but rather for fundamental luxuries, for example, water, access to toilets, cooking fuel, 

transportation, and training. Informal division employees with the least statutory rights and who 

lose income when they are absent from work are at a specific disadvantage in the event that 

they live in slum regions with long and costly drives. Health institutions that are accessible are 

closed when they come back from work and they can't make appointments for immunization, 
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antenatal care, or care of long haul conditions. Ladies win all things considered just 33% of 

men's profit in urban territories of sub-Saharan Africa (Ezeh et al., 2017).  

Not only is there a financial and social inclination inside slums, yet slums themselves can differ 

from each other, not simply monetarily, but rather socially. This point is appeared concerning 

wrongdoing where some slums (e.g., Kumasi in Ghana and Surabaya in Indonesia) have low 

wrongdoing rates, while others are commanded by criminal groups, as in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

and Caracas, Venezuela, prompting the idea of "slums of expectation and slums of despair". It 

would be valuable if high hazard regions could be identified on the premise of their attributes 

and an examination crosswise over 48 slum zones in Mumbai, India identified maternal and 

youngster wellbeing hazard zones with high specificity yet low affectability on the premise of 

access to water and sanitation, lodging quality, and tenure status. We have not found 

investigations to recognize chance by more elevated amount factors, for example, size of slums, 

and have referred to restricted data proposing that expansive set up slums have bring down 

social capital than new slums; there is a positive connection between normal span of habitation 

in a slum and the predominance of brutality in that slum. Solid social weights in slums can affect 

medicate utilize and high school sexual conduct at the group level. In the informative 

supplement, we investigate some of these through the words/expressions of mothers of young 

kids.  

Slum residences are loosely constructed from accessible scrap materials permitting 

straightforward access for vectors of sickness. Under the sun corrugated metal roof dwellings 

turn out to be harshly hot, while around evening time temperatures in high height urban areas 

can dive to lows of – 4·4°C in Mexico City, Mexico and – 0·5°C in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (Ezeh 

et al., 2017). Many slum family units don't have piped/funneled water or toilets. Pit-toilets defile 

the earth and the water supply is inclined to pollution at various focuses. Homes are swarmed 

and afford little protection. Cooking and heating with charcoal and other solid fuels in confined 

spaces contaminates the air with toxic exhaust and particulate issue. Avenues and paths are 

unpaved with no drainage facility and are in this way changed over to mud and stale pools when 

it downpours. Rubbish gathers in enormous, malodourous heaps and frequently contains 

human waste. There is minimal open space where kids can play securely or where grown-ups 

can socialize and relax. 

The determinants of health collaborate and are very reinforcing. For example, poor maternal 

and mental health postnatally lessens readiness to breastfeed and furthermore affects the 

mother's clinging to her kid, putting the child in danger physically and socially. Early weaning, 
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inability to immunize, introduction to sullied water, and unhealthiness connect delivering 

enteropathy and stunting, which thus incline to diminished school performance, and lessened 

life span. In the event that a mother does not breastfeed, her fruitfulness will return rapidly after 

labor, bringing about decreased separating between youngsters. Thus less time, cash, and 

adoring help can be given to every kid. On the off chance that a parent builds up a genuine 

illness, for example, repetitive tuberculosis, the family will suffer cataclysmic financial misfortune 

(because of cost of social insurance and loss of profit) lessening instructive open doors. The 

time has come to analyze in more detail how slum neighborhoods incline their tenants to 

ailments. 

2.4.1. Wellbeing in slums and child deaths 

It is difficult to quantify the future of individuals who live in slums in light of the fact that they 

move routinely and might come back to rustic territories to die. Be that as it may, child mortality 

is simpler to find out. While child mortality is comparative amongst rustic and urban areas 

overall, examinations between slum zones specifically and the wide open recount a different 

story (Ezeh et al., 2017). Higher newborn child and neonatal mortality in slum versus provincial 

regions has been accounted for in Kenya, Ecuador, Brazil, Haiti, and in the Philippines, albeit 

rural/rustic territories with particularly high jungle fever exposures can have considerably higher 

youngster death rates than high elevation slums. Regardless of whether I define the rural/rustic 

poor as the most reduced tertile by socioeconomic/financial status, youngsters have higher 

death rates in the slums of Nairobi. Looseness of the bowels and pneumonia are the two 

primary overall enemies of children more youthful than 5 years, and there appears to be little 

uncertainty that youthful youngsters (less than 5 years) are at particularly high hazard in slums 

(Ezeh et al., 2017). 

This investigation was made conceivable by slum specific indicators that are labeled on to 

private areas in censuses and reviews in Bangladesh and Kenya. In Kenya, the determination of 

slums for the review was sourced from 1999 and 2009 census postings that identified slum list 

territories. A weighted cross-sectional specimen was composed, illustrative of families in all 

slum bunches of Nairobi in 2000 and 2012 (Ezeh et al., 2017). In the Urban Health Survey in 

Bangladesh (2000) slums were defined as zones of concentrated helplessness. Utilizing 

satellite pictures from statistics 2005 as a beginning stage, four criteria for distinguishing slums 

were utilized: poor lodging conditions, high general thickness, poor natural administrations, and 

high commonness (greater than 75%) of individuals with pay underneath the destitution level. 

The rural/rustic poor were classified as the lower tertile of the country populace in light of riches 
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scores information from the individual DHS. It is essential that death rates are diminishing in the 

two nations in both provincial and slum regions. Be that as it may, in Nairobi the circumstance of 

kids in the slum zones with respect to country poor kids appears to have intensified after some 

time. 

At the moment when youngsters move to slums from the wide open they are most defenseless 

instantly after their entry, probably in light of the fact that they have little resistance to the 

creatures in their new neighborhood. When contrasted and kids whose guardians don't leave for 

the city, kids deserted in the field have unaltered or even enhanced wellbeing—maybe as the 

aftereffect of settlements. 

2.4.2. Contagious disease 

Pit restrooms/latrines with pieces qualify as enhanced sanitation in the WHO/United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Joint Monitoring Program (2016) explanation. Be that as it may, such 

offices are wrong in a swarmed slum environment. Notwithstanding when judged against this 

low standard, just 40% of the urban populace in sub-Saharan Africa had enhanced sanitation, 

though 33% had channeled water in their homes in 2015. The circumstance in slums specifically 

must be more awful. Gastrointestinal diseases are very pervasive in slums, and youngsters 

more youthful than 5 years are particularly helpless. Two methodical audits of cholera flare-ups 

in Africa identified slum neighborhoods as the standard wellspring of the epidemic. Slum 

occupants see water and sanitation as their most squeezing need. Truth be told, slum life may 

shield kids from the effects of polio since the infection is probably going to be contracted at an 

especially early age in slum regions, and thus at a phase when the infant is as yet ensured by 

maternal antibodies.  

Amassing of trash and poor lodging give rearing grounds to parasites and vectors of ailment. 

Leptospirosis is a specific issue, coming about because of the expansion of rats in garbage and 

tirelessness of the bacterium in surface water and mud. Dengue fever is one of only a handful 

couple of irresistible infections that is expanding worldwide, and its vector, the Aedes mosquito, 

is adjusted to survival in slum territories, rather than the Anopheles mosquito, which flourishes 

in high daylight and abundant vegetation. 

Social elements affect transmission of ailment. Individuals coming back from provincial regions 

bring rustic illnesses (e.g., schistosomiasis) into the city. Congestion adds to the high 

commonness of tuberculosis. Slum occupants are a youthful, very portable populace adding to 
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the higher frequency of HIV in slums contrasted with non-slum city areas. In the current Ebola 

scourge in West Africa, slum conditions amplified spread of the ailment.  

 

2.4.3. Undernourishment and malnourishment 

Under-sustenance is the main roundabout reason for adolescence mortality and bleakness in 

sub-Saharan Africa. Late overviews of nourishment weakness specifically in slums noted rates 

of 85% of family units in Nairobi, 77% in northern India, and 74% in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Three audits, surveying eating routine and sustenance in slums all revealed that individuals who 

live in slums were at a dietary hindrance contrasted and other urban occupants. Individuals who 

live in slums depend on road sellers of pre-cooked nourishments for around one-fifth of their 

calorie admission. 

Under-nourishment is related with intermittent looseness of the bowels in kids, prompting 

hindered development. An orderly audit reports that over numerous locales (counting the Vote 

based Republic of Congo, Bolivia, India, Bangladesh, and Kenya) the rate of hindering in kids 

living in slum is higher than in non-slum urban or rustic territories. Early youth the runs 

additionally affects youngster subjective development, the monetary results of which are ignored 

in fetched effectiveness investigations of slum change (as examined in paper two).  

Restrictive breastfeeding to age a half year and incomplete breastfeeding from 6 to 23 months 

diminish rate of, and mortality from, the runs and pneumonia, and furthermore lessen all-cause 

mortality in LMICs. Breastfeeding rates are low in slums, halfway in light of work advertise 

conditions that make it difficult for moms to either remain at home or take their children to work 

with them.  

2.4.4. Trauma, calamities, and violence 
Trauma represents 10% of mortality worldwide and this extent/quota is increasing. As indicated 

by a current report in Nairobi in slums, damage represented 22% of all mortality in grown-ups, 

over half of all mortality in men more youthful than 35 years, and 69% of mortality in young 

fellows matured 15– 19 years (Ezeh et al., 2017). The greater part of all damage related 

mortality came about because of attack. In spite of the fact that information are not accessible 

for control territories, we have noticed that the social condition differs incredibly crosswise over 

slums and this is probably going to affect wrongdoing and subsequently damage rates.  

A survey on child/tyke wellbeing announced that pediatric consumes are more continuous in 

slums than in non-ghetto urban, or provincial regions, to a great extent as a result of cooking 



22 
 

strategies. An accomplice investigation of kids in the Kibera slum, Kenya found a frequency of 

consumes that was ten times higher than crosswise over LMICs all in all. 

 

2.4.5. Mental wellbeing 

Neuropsychiatric disarranges are, as indicated by one gauge, the main source of years of life 

lost to sick wellbeing, inability, or early demise (disability-adjusted life-years [DALYs]) around 

the world. The living and working conditions in slums incline to stress, and stress prompts 

mental scatters, for example, those announced in laborers in article of clothing production lines 

in Bangladesh. We discovered one methodical survey that detailed that youngsters living in 

slums have more behavioral and passionate issues than kids living in country or non-slum urban 

zones. Our fundamental finding is that there is next to no immediate writing on slum emotional 

wellness or how it may be affected by the social milieu in slum neighborhoods. 

 

2.4.6. Non-contagious diseases 
Non-contagious ailments now exceed transferable ailments as a reason for death toll years 

even in LMICs. Only two audits have inspected non communicable ailments in slums, both 

concentrated on the high commonness of youth asthma. Indoor cooking with strong fills is a 

reason for respiratory malady in poor family units by and large, and the unsanitary conditions in 

slums are related with up-control of inflammatory reactions prompting a high commonness of 

non-atopic asthma, rather than high-wage nations where, as indicated by the cleanliness 

speculation, sensitivity comes about because of extreme neatness. 

Rates for hypertension were somewhat lower in slums than in different populaces in both a 

Kenyan and Brazilian examination. The examination in Kenya likewise surveyed treatment and 

control of hypertension, which was less far reaching in the slum setting, a finding reliable with 

the issue of getting to human services in slums. Regarding other major non-transferable 

infections, cardiovascular malady, growth, and diabetes, the hazard in individuals who live in 

slums is ineffectively recorded. Cigarettes are unaffordable to numerous and there is prove that 

the quantity of cigarettes devoured by smokers in slums is especially lower than among 

smokers in other urban zones. Ladies and men in slums measure more and exercise not as 

much as rustic occupants however accomplish more exercise and are less large than non-slum 

urban controls practice and are less hefty than non-slum urban controls. 
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2.5. CHARACTERISTICS OF SLUMS 

The attributes related with slums shift from place to place. Slums are normally portrayed by 

urban disintegration, high levels of poverty, and joblessness. They are normally observed as 

breeding grounds for social vices, for example, crime, drug and substance abuse, alcoholism, 

high rate of psychological ailment, and suicide. In numerous poor nations they show high rate of 

illness because of unsanitary conditions, hunger, and absence of essential medicinal services. 

A UN Expert Group (Un-Habitat, 2003) has made an operational meaning of a slum as a region 

that joins to different degrees the accompanying attributes: deficient access to safe water; 

lacking access to sanitation and other foundation; poor structural nature of lodging; packing; and 

uncertain tenancy status. To these one may include the low financial status of its inhabitants. 

The following attributes are expounded upon:  

2.5.1. Absence of fundamental services  

Absence of fundamental administrations/services is a standout amongst the most frequently 

outlined qualities of slum definitions around the world. Absence of access to sanitation offices 

and safe water sources is the most vital component, now and again supplemented by 

nonappearance of waste gathering frameworks, power supply, surfaced streets and pathways, 

road lighting and water seepage. 

2.5.2. Substandard lodging or unlawful and deficient building structures  

Numerous urban communities have building models that set least necessities for private 

structures. Slum regions are related with a high number of substandard lodging structures, 

regularly worked with non-perpetual materials inadmissible for lodging given nearby states of 

atmosphere and area. Components adding to a structure being viewed as substandard are, for 

instance, earthen floors, mud-and-wattle dividers or straw rooftops. Different space and abiding 

position ordinances may likewise be broadly abused. 

2.5.3. Congestion and high density 

Congestion is related with a low space for every individual, high inhabitance rates, living 

together by various families and a high number of single-room units. Many ghetto staying units 

are packed, with five and more people sharing a one-room unit utilized for cooking, dozing and 

living. Bangkok have need of no less than 15 domicile units per rai (1600 square meters) (Un-

Habitat, 2003). 
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2.5.4. Unfortunate/Unhealthy living conditions and dangerous areas  

Unfortunate living conditions are the aftereffect of an absence of fundamental services, with 

obvious, open sewers, absence of pathways, uncontrolled dumping of waste, contaminated 

situations, and so forth. Houses might be based/built on dangerous areas or land unsatisfactory 

for settlement, for example, floodplains, in vicinity to mechanical plants with poisonous outflows 

or waste transfer destinations, and on regions subject to landslip. The design of the settlement 

might be unsafe as a result of an absence of access ways and high densities of 

bedraggled/broken-down structures. 

2.5.5. Unreliable tenure; unpredictable or informal settlements 

Absence of security of residency is a focal trait for slums, as well as absence of any formal 

document qualifying the inhabitant to possess the land or structure is an authentic proof of 

lawlessness/illegality and slum occupation. Informal or unplanned abodes are regularly viewed 

as synonymous with slums. Important also are informality of tenancy and the non-conformity of 

settlements with land-use plans. The primary components adding to non-conformity are 

settlements based ashore held for non-private purposes, or which are attacks of non-urban 

land. 

2.5.6. Neediness/Poverty and social segregation  

Wage is considered, with a few exemptions, as a focal attribute of slum regions. It isn't viewed 

as an innate normal for slums, however as a reason (and, to a huge degree, an outcome) of 

slum conditions. Slum conditions are physical and statutory signs that make boundaries to 

human and social improvement. Moreover, slums are zones of social exclusion that are 

regularly seen to have large amounts of wrongdoing and different measures of social 

disengagement. In a few definitions, such regions are related with certain defenseless 

gatherings of populace, for example, late settlers, inside uprooted people or ethnic minorities. 

2.5.7. Minimum settlement dimension  

Some base settlement estimate is required for a region to be viewed as a slum, with the goal 

that the slum constitutes a particular region and isn't a solitary settlement. Illustrations are the 

municipal slum meaning of Kolkata that requires at least 700 square meters to be possessed by 

hovels, or the Indian evaluation definition, which requires no less than 300 individuals or 60 

family units living in a settlement bunch (Un-Habitat, 2003).  

Table 1.1 shows how slum zones may fluctuate in their weaknesses, in various parts of the 

world or even inside a similar city.  
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The experience of 'living in a slum', as indicated by slum tenants, comprises of a blend of these 

numerous measurements, not just one. Many slum territories may indicate just a couple of these 

negative qualities, while the most noticeably awful may have them all. The 'most exceedingly 

awful kind of slum family unit' is inclined to the greater part of the above drawbacks, which, to a 

degree, likewise constitute a portion of the fundamental deterrents that must be overcome in 

understanding the privilege to sufficient lodging: one that has no administrations, has low quality 

lodging on delicate land, does not have secure residency, and where the inhabitants are poor, 

minimized and have a place with a helpless gathering. Less seriously influenced family units 

may convey at least one of these responsibilities (Un-Habitat, 2003).  

 

 Slum Parameters 

Example of a 

slum 

Services Structure Density Location  Poverty 

and 

Exclusion 

Security of 

Tenure 

Ibadan, Bodija 

Market 

Poor Fair High Hazardous Poor Secure 

Dhaka 

railways 

Fair Poor High Hazardous Severe Insecure 

Karachi 

invasion of 

state land 

Poor Fair High Not  

Hazardous 

Severe Secure 

Karachi ad-

hoc 

settlements 

Poor Poor High Hazardous Poor Insecure 

Cairo high 

rises 

Fair Good High Not  

Hazardous 

Poor Secure 

Durban 

‘informal’ 

settlements 

Poor Poor Medium/Low Not 

Hazardous 

Severe Secure 

Table 1.1 (UN HABITAT, 2010)  Varying slum disadvantages in various countries; even across 

similar cities 
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2.6. THE FAILURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS  

Slums and urban destitution are not only a sign of a population boom and demographic 

variations, or even of the huge indifferent powers of globalization. Slums must be viewed as the 

aftereffect of a lack of success of housing policies, laws and implementation frameworks, and in 

addition, national and urban stratagems/schemes.  

The most critical factor that inhibits advancement in enhancing housing and living states of low-

income people in informal settlements and slums is the absence of sincere political will to 

address the issues in an indispensably structured, practical and massive-scale way. There is 

absolute certainty that the political will to accomplish durable and organized mediation 

constitutes the way to progress, especially when joined by neighborhood proprietorship and 

authority, and the assembly of the potential and prowess of every stakeholder, especially the 

general population themselves.  

The disappointment of policy is at all levels – worldwide, national and local. At the worldwide 

level, strategies that have debilitated national governments with no countervailing focal control 

give off an impression of being prompting an over the top globalization that is obliging more 

prominent imbalance and minimization. At the national level, progression and the sectoral 

discontinuity of approach and logical and institutional systems have neglected to help the urban-

rustic and cross-sectoral elements that are basic both to maintainable financial development 

and the dissemination of its chances. At the local/ground level, a startling absence of ability to 

adapt to, or deal with, the circumstance has left numerous slum natives in a dead zone of 

lawlessness, uncertainty and natural debasement. 

The Global Report on Human Settlements 2001(UN HABITAT, 2010) was concerned to a great 

extent with globalization and its impact on urban settlements. A significant part of the financial 

and political condition in which globalization has increased in the last twenty years of the 

twentieth century has been founded under the controlling hand of a noteworthy change in 

monetary worldview – that is, neo-liberalism. All around, these approaches have re-set up a 

somewhat comparative worldwide administration to what existed in the mercantilist time of the 

nineteenth century when economic surges and busts took after each other with dreary 

consistency, when slums were in terrible conditions in Western urban communities such as 

London’s East End and New York’s Five Points, and colonialism held worldwide influence. Even 

widespread is that neo-liberalism discovered its real articulation through auxiliary modification 

programs, which have had a tendency to debilitate the monetary part of urban areas all through 

a large portion of the developing districts and placed importance on agricultural exportations, in 



27 
 

this way conflicting with the essential demographic bearing moving the greater part of the new 

workers to towns and urban areas. These stratagems, also, have prompted the quick 

development of the informal sector in urban communities, even with declining formal urban 

job/work openings. 

A case can be made that the essential move of both national and international actions from 

1980 to 2000 has really added on to urban destitution and slums, raised segregation and 

inequality, and diminished urban elites in their endeavors to utilize urban areas as engines of 

development. This has somewhat offset the neo-liberal acknowledgment of self-help as a 

powerful procedure, and a moderate decrease in the oppression of the urban poor in their 

endeavors to make a better life and condition.  

It is an absurdity that the biggest worldwide difficulties – urbanization and the growth of poverty, 

as well as the feminization of city poverty – are progressively being overseen at the ground 

level. In those parts of the developing locales that are as of now generously urbanized, urban 

areas of all sizes are faced with requests and duties regarding which they are generally badly 

prepared and badly resourced. Stratagem and legitimate structures, administrative experts, 

planning specialist, human expertise, income base, accounting and culpability are as much 

popular as crude land. Lip benefit is paid to decentralization without giving the way to influence 

it to work. The stray pieces of urban administration have turned into a focal issue of 

improvement, however for the most part inadequate with regards to reinforcement and 

counseling from more elevated amounts of government where the assets really lie. 

At last, the poor experience the ill effects of the absence of administration and political will, as 

feeble urban administration meets the effect of developing disparity, shady dealings and 

lopsidedness in asset designation. The issue comes from a disappointment of national and city 

governments to perceive that their main issue is one of fast urbanization; that their essential 

assignment is to guarantee that employment, safe house and resources are given to the up and 

coming urban occupants who are their national future; or even where the issue is perceived, to 

act in a purposeful and efficient approach to guarantee that slum living and illicitness isn't the 

destiny of the huge sum of new urban inhabitants. 

 

2.7. ORGANIZATIONAL AND LEGAL FAILURES 

The urban poor are caught in a casual and illicit world – in slums that do not appear on maps, 

where garbage isn't properly disposed, where charges are not paid and where community 
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services are not given. Authoritatively, they are non-existent. In spite of the fact that they may 

live inside the regulatory limit of a town or city, their local government may well be a slumlord, 

instead of city chamber staff, who regularly never again endeavor to attest to their locale or 

even enter the slums. As illicit or unrecognized inhabitants, a considerable percentage of these 

slum tenants have no property rights, nor security of residency, however rather make whatever 

plans they can in a casual, unregulated and, in a few regards, costly parallel market. 

In most cases, slum tenants thrive outside of the law where they live and work. They are not 

ready to get to the vast majority of the formal organizations of society, and without a legitimate 

address they are frequently unfit to get to social services, for example, sponsored medicinal 

services or education, which are to a great extent utilized by the more rich. Governments, as a 

rule, decline to give them benefits in light of the fact that their settlements are not legitimate, 

despite the fact that these may have been set up for more than 50 years and include a greater 

part of the populace. Instead of helping them or endeavoring to accommodate them, 

governments really dog them and regulate them in their endeavors to give the basics of life – 

safe house and employment – and they live in a condition of constant instability and 

wrongdoing.  

The establishments that are coming up short of slum inhabitants include government and law, 

as well as the private and business frameworks. Slum inhabitants’ life expectancy is low (UN 

HABITAT, 2010); they are scarcely ready to get formal-sector employments as a result of their 

absence of social capital, including absence of education, absence of support and contacts, and 

a general rejection from the average society that is arbitrated by signifiers of social class and an 

absence of emancipation. Slum inhabitants are likewise not capable of getting funding to build 

up their own enterprises because they do not own any property. Banks don't for the most part 

have branches in slums, and on the off chance that they do, the absence of legitimately 

chronicled guarantee will prohibit everything except the most well-off slum inhabitants from 

getting credits. Slum business visionaries are compelled to draw on unofficial funding at 

excessive rates and short reimbursement periods.  

The absence of access to finance is at its most basic in lodging/housing contingency. Standard 

lodging finance is normally just accessible to higher-wage class, bringing about the immensely 

sectioned lodging markets that differentiate casual and formal lodging markets all through the 

growing districts. Lodging is typically accessible – normally with extreme vacancy rates – at the 

high-value, high-priced and high-salary fragment of the market. In the meantime, the low end of 
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the market is to a great degree tight, with low or no vacancy rates and a dynamic increment in 

densities as more individuals inhabit each accessible room.  

Poor people, low-and even middle wage masses of the populace in developing nations can't 

bear the cost of a loan for even the least costly, commercially constructed housing apartments. 

This is the reason so much slum lodging is constructed by landlords – yet a large number of 

these individuals are frequently not especially well off and can't get credits at ordinary rates for 

new abodes in slum neighborhoods, limiting rental supply. The staying low-or middle-wage 

proprietor-occupier family units construct their own particular houses continuously overtime, 

fundamentally beginning from a makeshift foundation, as cash gradually becomes obtainable to 

allow them to expand their simple residences (assuming that land is accessible to do as such). 

Their squatter or somewhat lawful lodging has been the critical focus of public molestation. 

 

2.8. SLUMS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
The conceptualization of slums as spots of destitution traps is inconsistent with a modernization 

view, which expect that the predominance of slums and urban neediness should diminish as 

business sectors create and the powers of financial/monetary advancement go under way. Here 

we display some basic observational certainties on this theory. Specifically, is there a practical 

connection between economic developments, urban development, and the 

prevalence/commonness of slums? Is there prove that ways of life are enhancing inside slums, 

as well as crosswise over ages of slum occupants?  

In the course of the last 20 years, nations that accomplished quick financial development are 

additionally the ones that accomplished the most critical diminishments in the extent of urban 

family units living in slums. In a cross-country relapse system, Arimah (2010) found that the 

pervasiveness of slums in any given nation was altogether associated with an assortment of 

total financial markers (economic indicators), including Gross Domestic Product per capita 

(adversely), the obligation stock and obligation administration, and disparity estimated by the 

Gini coefficient, which is a measure of statistical distribution denoted to show the revenue or 

wealth dispersion of a country's occupants. Be that as it may, cross-country relationships 

neglect generally heterogeneous circumstances, as quick urbanization rates in creating nations 

are frequently not related with quick monetary development. Indeed, some of the slightest 

created nations have encountered a quick development of their urban populace without 

encountering much financial development by any stretch of the imagination. Outrageous rustic 
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destitution, cataclysmic events, and common wars have been the primary drivers of this 

urbanization without development/growth. A case is given by the Majority rule Republic of the 

Congo, where the number of inhabitants in the nation's capital Kinshasa dramatically multiplied 

in measure between the start of the Mobutu’s administration (1965) and the finish of the Second 

Congo War (2002). 

2.8.1. Slum development economic overview 

Slums have customarily been depicted as a transitional wonder related with modernization—a 

characteristic side-effect of the (expected) reciprocal procedures of industrialization and 

urbanization. For instance, (Frankenhoff, 1967) recommended that slums fundamentally have a 

place with the procedure of financial development in a developing nation by going about as the 

scaffolding territory for the voyaging/migrating poor as they work to coordinate themselves into 

the monetary existence of urban areas in growing economies. So also, (Turner, 1969), a 

compelling pioneer of the investigation of slums and squatter settlements, contended that they 

both the result of and the vehicle for programs which are basic during the progression of 

modernization. As per this point of view, poor rustic vagrants at first can't stand to construct, 

purchase or lease fair lodging and select rather shoddy, substandard joins/units near business 

openings. As they wind up plainly incorporated into the urban economy and their wages rise, 

these transients in the end enter the formal lodging market or put resources into updating their 

current homes, accordingly improving slum conditions. At the end of the day, modernization 

hypothesis depicts slums as a characteristic and brief sign of a market disappointment emerging 

from the flow of auxiliary change in labor markets. 

This philosophical hypothesis is started on a few imperfect suppositions. Initially, it expect that 

slum settlements develop to oblige work vagrants, yet the connection between urban populace 

development and urban monetary development is questionable, especially in sub-Saharan 

Africa, which experienced twenty years of urbanization without development (Fox, 2012).  

Second, it expect that monetary development will trickle down to those living in slums, enabling 

them to enhance their parcel. This is controversial given substantial research demonstrating low 

degrees of intergenerational financial portability for family units living in slum settlements (Field, 

1999).  

Third, it accept that slums give modest housing to shoddy work, however the expenses of living 

change generally in slums, with inhabitants frequently paying a premium for the two units and 

services. The procedure of modernization, as such, appears to have gone amiss in urban 

communities over the creating scene and Africa specifically.  
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An assortment of hypotheses have been proposed to clarify this deviation from the accepted 

way of modernization. Extensively, these hypotheses depict the perseverance of slums as a 

sign of land and lodging market disappointments emerging from statistic, monetary or 

institutional components (Fox, 2012)(Turner, 1969). 

Maybe the most well-known clarification for the development of slums is fast urban populace 

development. Since a large portion of urban areas are a result of colonialism, slums and 

squatter settlements are likewise a result of the colonial time frame, particularly in Africa 

(Obudho & Aduwo, 1989). Instinctive as this might be, and most likely a critical molding factor 

as a rule, quick urban development is neither a vital nor adequate condition for the arrangement 

of slums. Some concise illustrations serve to delineate the point. 

Between 1960 and 1990, the number of inhabitants in Accra, Ghana developed from 393,000 

occupants to 1.2 million. Today, around 58% of Accra's populace lives in unplanned settlements 

(Habitat, 2004). Over a similar period, Phoenix, Arizona developed from 558,000 occupants to 

2.02 million– including a greater number of individuals at a speedier rate than Accra– without 

the rise of slum conditions. Then again, there is a broad writing on the results of 

'deindustrialization' in North American and European urban areas. The disintegration or 

migration of modern ventures which had already been imperative employers in a specific city 

prompts rising joblessness, populace decrease, because individuals move away, and the 

weakening of foundation and lodging stock because of lower salaries and lessened nearby 

government incomes for upkeep. Sometimes this has brought about slum conditions. At the end 

of the day, slums can likewise rise in a setting of urban populace withdrawal.  

This is a critical point to note considering the prevalence of arrangements intended to moderate 

the pace of urbanization as a methods for capturing slum development. To some degree 

incidentally, urban hardship has regularly been utilized to legitimize uses on rustic improvement. 

It is likewise a vital point from an investigative viewpoint. On the off chance that fast populace 

development is neither a vital nor adequate condition for slum arrangement and development, 

we have to search somewhere else for fundamental causes. 

As a rule, statistic clarifications are joined by a financial one: slums develop and thrive because 

of economic destitution of inhabitants. As (Turner, 1969) noted, slums will unavoidably keep on 

existing as long as the poor stay poor. The rationale of this contention is direct. Wage decides 

viable request/demand— i.e. the nature of staying that people and families can bear to 

manufacture, purchase or lease. Where salaries are low, lodging quality will be poor due to:  
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a) the constrained assets accessible to proprietor occupiers for building, redesigning and 

upkeep and  

b) the nonappearance of impetuses for designers to put resources into giving rental lodging that 

meets regulating universal models. 

As such, urban destitution has for quite some time been referred to as an adequate condition for 

both the development and diligence of slums (Turner, 1969). 

This is a more convincing contention than a simply statistic one. Slum conditions are on a very 

basic level a sign of meager investment in lodging and framework stock. While population drives 

request, financial conditions are unmistakably a basic determinant of the assets accessible to 

create the supply of overhauled lodging units. Be that as it may, assets requirements are not the 

sole determinant of investment; organizations likewise matter.  

Without a doubt, institutional clarifications of urban underdevelopment, which have a long line of 

descent, are as of now in vogue. For a considerable length of time, researchers have contended 

that urban planning administrations in Africa, Asia and Latin America have demonstrated inapt 

to the socioeconomic actualities of sudden urbanization in these areas.  

For instance, too much unbending land use requirements, zoning laws and construction laws 

are viewed as restraining or debilitating private venture. Additionally, inadequately characterized 

and upheld property rights bring about ineffective dissension in land and lodging markets and 

demoralize private investing (Soto, 2009). Indeed, even the urban poor demonstrate a capacity 

to put resources into incremental redesigning when met with the correct impetuses/incentives. 

Institutional issues are additionally referred to as a factor restraining open venture. The 

lawlessness of settlements that comprise of structures which abuse arranging directions or 

negate property rights frequently disheartens open interests in foundation, either on the grounds 

that such settlements are ineligible for venture, or in light of the fact that public authorities are 

concerned that community investment will constitute implied acknowledgment lawful inhabitancy 

rights and empower advance illicit settlement.  

Each of these contentions focuses to a particular dynamic of market disappointment related with 

the rise and tenaciousness of slums. Fast urban populace development is basically depicted as 

a wellspring of unnecessary request/demand; urban destitution brings about deficient 

request/demand what's more, holds back investment; and improper institutional provisions of 

action misrepresents venture incentives. Put in an unexpected way, slums can be 
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comprehended as an appearance of incoherent modernization in which urban populace 

development outrun urban financial and institutional improvement.  

 

2.9. CONVENTIONAL SOLUTIONS OF EVICTIONS AND CLEARANCE 

Destruction of slums and expulsions have been completed around the world, particularly in the 

industrialized Western nations. In prescribed thought and speech the slum has been viewed as 

a disfavor, whose presence stirs shock and resentment in enlightened society. A Ministry of 

Housing and Local Government (United Kingdom) sub-committee issue in 1956 viewed slums 

as a terrible and venomous development with neither plan nor grace, characterized by stale air, 

airtight yards and the unspeakable rot of the houses themselves. 

An article in a Daily Mirror (1965) depicted slums as habitations “that are half a million smears 

across the face” with houses that are not suitable to live in.  

Slums are for the most part portrayed by high populace densities and clog, old and feeble 

houses and other physical structures, absence of satisfactory foundation and open offices, poor 

sanitation and nature of the environment, absence of jobs, general destitution of the occupants 

and low quality of individual and public wellbeing. Furthermore, they are viewed by and large as 

territories that breed substance abuse, wrongdoings, violent criminal activities, uncertainty, 

prostitution and a wide range of unsatisfactory anti-social conduct, which ought not to go on in 

enlightened society. Such areas are normally distinguished as sick localities which represent a 

danger to general wellbeing and prosperity of the city or town, by the powers that be and town 

planners, and which, in their opinion, should be rehabilitated. The clarion call at that point has 

been to get freed of them, and every one of these ailments would be annihilated. Government's 

and neighborhood experts' reaction to the issue of the `slum scourge' was to clear the slums. 

This included the expulsion or ousting, movement and resettling of the slum occupants and the 

devastation of the slum zone to clear a path for redevelopment. 

Literature on slum evacuation recognizes various reasons given for depopulation and removals. 

Literature in assessing forty instances of expulsion worldwide in thirty nations in the vicinity of 

1980 and 1993, records a portion of the reasons and thought processes as unlawful control of 

land, regardless of whether private or general; glamorization of urban communities and towns; 

urban redesign; real estate and financial conjecture; ethnic and social separation; remembrance 

of extraordinary commemorations; facilitating of critical occasions, for example, the Olympic 

Games, World Bank Meeting; visit of global dignitaries; dam development; military and political 
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controls. To these, maybe might be included extensive scale infrastructural advancements, for 

example, highway and railroad developments. The paramount advocates for expulsion and 

depopulation are landlords, the armed force, the legal, focal and locality governments. 

Slum evacuation has been done on wide scale in England, Joined States and somewhere else 

in the created world. To encourage projects of freedom, different Acts and enactment were 

passed, offering forces to neighborhood authorities for expulsion and re-lodging. From the 

1930s through the 1960s broad slum evacuation and lodging substitution programs were, in this 

way, did in most British towns and urban communities. Different parts of the world took 

comparative activities, giving those avocations that have been said (Income, Housing, & 

Improvement, 2001). 

 

2.10. SLUM SITUATION IN GHANA 

Around 72% of Africa's urban populaces live in informal encampments. This fixation is relied 

upon to increment, in both amount and thickness/broadness, as urban populaces in African 

urban communities twofold/will double to somewhere in the range of 1.3 billion by 2050. In 

endeavors to stem the development, numerous African governments attempt constrained 

expulsions, frequently with rough repercussions – despite the fact that their bulldozing 

operations straightforwardly undermine the eleventh Millennium Development Goal, which 

unequivocally expects to significantly enhance the lives of no less than 100 million slum 

inhabitants by 2020, and to which numerous African governments, including Ghana, are 

signatories. Every single African government confront the very difficult mission of striking a 

harmony between  

(1) giving a fundamental level of administrations to the extremely poorest fragments of the urban 

populace who dwell in slum territories;  

(2) disheartening the development of transients to such regions and ending their spread; and (3) 

pursuing the rule of law and meting out disciplinary actions against squatters who reside on land 

that legitimately has a place with others.  

Rural– urban relocation in Ghana implies that around 5 million individuals, or 20% of the 

aggregate populace, as of now live in slums. Government anticipates that this will increment by 

around 1.8% every year. In Accra alone, city experts have identified nearly 78 slums and casual 

settlements of changing size and quality. Old Fadama, also known as Sodom and Gomorrah, is 

the biggest, and has a portion of the poorest expectations for everyday comforts. 
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As of late the approach of government has moved from the express point of expulsion to implicit 

acknowledgment and the definition of aspirations to update the territory in accordance with more 

extensive urban strategy advancement. Be that as it may, the position of the proximate 

governing agency, the Accra Metropolitan Expert, moves hesitantly between implied support 

and acknowledgment, from one perspective, and opposition on the other. All the more 

extensively, the territory is every now and again derided or evaded by pubic officials and media 

alike as helter-skelter, characteristically criminal, and a blemish to the city (Stacey & Lund, 

2016). 

  

2.11. THE CHRONICLE OF STATE AND NON-STATE HOUSING ARRANGEMENT IN 

URBAN GHANA  

Ghana has confronted a lodging deficiency since independence, which goes back to the seismic 

tremor that hit Accra in 1939. At the soonest years of freedom, the national government 

perceived the challenge that the little and shaky land market had on the allocation of lodging. 

Accordingly, the government created state bodies, including the State Housing Corporation 

(SHC), the Tema Development Corporation (TDC), and the State Construction Corporation, to 

address lodging issues. TDC, for instance, obtained sixty-four miles of land seventeen miles in 

the outskirts of Accra. At the focal point of this proposition was a Doxiadis plan that encouraged 

the advancement of twenty-four purported societies that would make up the city of Tema. State 

interests in moderate lodging expanded in 1972 with the expansion of the Low Cost Housing 

Project. 

In the era after independence urban plans, the Ghanaian government particularly featured 

slums like Nima, Maamobi, and Chorkor as neighborhoods that were under resourced and 

needing overhauling. In any case, the administration recommended a fragmentary approach 

that enabled poor occupants to remain in these regions. In existing slum societies like Nima, the 

administration suggested settling for what is most convenient option so inhabitants could 

construct houses according to their wage; it called this stipend the abatement of structural 

models. At the most punctual phases of autonomy, the government's arrangement was to 

formalize and even out land residency security of these slum territories. 

Regardless of the government's consciousness of the issue, the lodging shortfall held on after 

Nkrumah left office. Ghana confronted a lodging shortfall of 736,657 in 1970; 1,184,636 in 1984; 

1,526,275 in 2000; and 1,600,000 in 2010. By 1983, state organizations like SHC and TDC 
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were creating simply one hundred units each, while private-division financings halted altogether. 

In 1986, the Ministry of Works and Housing created a national lodging approach board of 

trustees to detail a thorough procedure to enhance service conveyance all over the nation, 

concentrating for the most part on institutional components that could facilitate the procedure. 

This new arrangement was a piece of a more extensive technique, impelled by structural 

alteration programs, to move the focal point of moderate lodging from the government to the 

private segment/division. With help from the World Bank, the government executed the Accra 

District Rehabilitation Project to decentralize the allocation of lodging to district assemblies. 

The state pulled back from direct lodging creation and financing and endeavored to encourage 

the development of the real-estate division and the indigenous market. The 1980s denoted the 

rise of the Ghana Real Estate Developers Association, another intrigue amass speaking to 

private proprietors. Quasi-government organizations like Social Security and National Insurance 

Trust were endowed with the obligation of public lodging improvement and built seven thousand 

homes in the vicinity of 1988 and 2000. In any case, the National Insurance Trust reduced its 

financing in public lodging by 50 percent after some time. 

The government's system in 1991 moved from an accentuation on direct allocation to 

coordination. Until 1990, the vital arrangement gauges that 15 percent of the lodging stock was 

government-provisioned lodging; it quickly declined with structural modification and the failure of 

the state to fund and give more lodging. In 1990, the arrangement assessed the lodging shortfall 

to be 19,135 units of settlement. The move toward a liberal way to deal with advancement 

incorporated the endeavor to regularize land residency security. The Land Administration 

Project, upheld by the World Bank, was the foundation of this plan and tried to orchestrate 

statutory laws and customary premiums bearing on Land. The vague and uncertain land-

residency reign has for some time been perceived as an obstacle to financial development in 

Ghana and a hindrance to achievable moderate lodging. The Bank of Ghana has discovered 

that, alongside the increasing expense of inputs, land obtaining is the main impetus behind the 

rising cost of lodging in Ghana. The high costs supplement the fact that land exchanges are not 

recorded, titles are not provisioned, and numerous people and families lay claim to a similar plot 

of land. The government perceived that customary law should have been exceptionally 

consolidated into the formal state property-rights reign, and the Land Administration Project 

endeavored to do this, yet the venture has been generally unacceptable. Some portion of the 

explanation behind this is buyers of land don't officially enlist their plots. 
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Before the end of the twentieth century, the state and formal private undertakings had been 

unsuccessful in their endeavors to give adequate lodging to urban occupants. Accordingly, the 

Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS) I, actualized in 2001, concentrated on pulling in 

foreign cash-flow to finance lodging improvement. The GPRS II (2006-2009) concentrated on 

poor and underestimated populaces and itemized an extraordinary program for updating slums. 

Two noteworthy activities are especially remarkable: the Cities without Slums activity design, 

under the sponsorship of the Cities Alliance, and the Slum Upgrading Facility. These projects 

look to accumulate foreign capital and to interface this financial help with homegrown actors. 

The undertakings try to bundle the financial, specialized, and political components of 

development ventures. The viability of these approaches is as yet not known, but rather a few 

researchers reprimand them for adding to a lodging market that benefits the rich over poor 

people, expanding wage imbalance and undermining an indigenous lodging market that 

supports poor people. 

Obviously, Ghanaians have gotten to lodging through utilizing settlements from relatives living 

abroad. The World Bank assesses that $119 million in settlements were sent back to the nation 

in 2013 alone. Be that as it may, these settlements drive up the cost of lodging in the city, 

influencing people without access to settlements in worse conditions. The web based lodging 

market—powered by the flood of visiting Ghanaians and foreigners—enables push to house 

and land costs to extreme highs. This, thusly, adds to the disintegrating lodging conditions for 

some others in other parts of the city. Indeed, settlements are a piece of a more extensive 

globalized condition, which raises land and lodging costs, benefits the private division over the 

public division, and prompts imbalance in lodging allocation throughout  the city. 

This short history of lodging in Ghana shows that the two noteworthy methodologies for 

expanding access to secure and fantastic moderate lodging—state-provisioned lodging and 

expanding access to the free market—have been unsuccessful. Some portion of the cause 

behind this is that slum occurrence can be followed back to colonial period establishments and 

absence of financing, and these chronicled legacies are hard to conquer. Yet, another 

weakness of these plans is their inability to recognize the day by day political actualities on the 

ground. They don't consider how lodging is represented in poor neighborhoods and the 

manners by which informal systems and political tycoons shape the market and acquire state 

administrations for their own advantages. My approach advocates examining moderate lodging 

from its inception by surveying the remarkable methodologies that low-salary urban dwellers 
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use to resolve day by day challenges, such as finding and securing reasonable lodging. In doing 

as such, I find that getting to and securing reasonable lodging requires political (Paller, 2015). 

 

 

2.12. OLD FADAMA/SODOM AND GOMORRAH 

Community in Old Fadama is traceable to Hausa and different transients who set up peri-urban 

towns around Accra from the late nineteenth century, albeit present-day stories of settlement 

feature Old Fadama as for all intents and purposes uninhabited somewhere in the range of 40 

years prior and involving bush, swamp, floodplain and tidal pond with a rich assorted variety of 

common assets. It is located in the commercial area on the Korle Lagoon of the Odaw River, 

close to the city center of Accra, Ghana. The first extensive flood of vagrants is traceable to the 

late 1980s when individuals from ethnic gatherings from northern Ghana fled to the quietness of 

Old Fadama to escape conflict in the Northern District and to look for better financial open 

doors. From that point forward, sporadic urban decongestion cleanses in different parts of the 

city have driven individuals to the site. Broadly, the shortage of country work openings, cycles of 

financial contraction, an nonattendance of a reasonable urban arranging policy, and speculator 

inclination for top of the line lodging have all guided individuals of humble intends to urban 

casual settlements. Push factors additionally incorporate the withdrawal of state bolster for rural 

contributions as a result of basic alteration programs from the late 1980s and expanding 

commercialization and commodification of farming and support of money crops. 

The economic position of Old Fadama is dynamic. The close-by agricultural market is a principle 

storehouse for a wide assortment of year-round yields from smallholder agricultural lands in the 

north of the nation, and thus fills in as a breadbasket for Accra and outskirts. The zone is home 

to a great many various private companies and a hive of easygoing work openings securing 

innumerable urban jobs. It is likewise a business and open transport center point that gains city 

authorities a scope of tolls, rates and taxes. A 2009 statistics of Old Fadama numbered the 

populace at a little more than 79,000, with a huge working-age rate (People's Dialogue 2009). 

This is separated perfectly among males and females, with 38% underneath 18 years, 76% 

matured 35 or beneath, and only 1% over 55 years old. Ethnically, the biggest gathering is 

Dagomba (49%), trailed by Akan (15%) and Konkomba (12%). Somewhere in the range of 16 

other ethnic gatherings contain the rest of the quarter. Around 70% start from Ghana's northern 

areas and only 1% are non-Ghanaians, while about 90% consider Old Fadama their perpetual 
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home(Stacey & Lund, 2016). Since no less than 2010, city experts have attempted 

unsuccessfully to persuade the sprawling agricultural market to a site somewhere in the range 

of 35 km away in Adjen Kotoku, outside as far as possible, in the expectation of deviating its 

occupation by seasonal nomads and decreasing the significant traffic clog created in the 

closeness of arterial streets. 

Legitimately, be that as it may, Old Fadama shows up denounced. An ousting notice served in 

2002 by the Accra Metropolitan Authority took after endorsement of an internationally funded, 

large-scale ecological tidy up of the Korle Lagoon, which bounds the settlement. To date 

nonetheless, all generous endeavors at reestablishing the lagoon have been blocked by a blend 

of legally binding question, prosecution, politicization and the infringement of the settlement onto 

lagoon shores. In the meantime, the relentless increment in populace throughout the years has 

implied that successful huge scale removal looks less and more outlandish. The workings of 

government seem suspended, with a stamped nonappearance of statutory organizations, for 

example, government schools, health facilities, post office and public substructure. Since the 

ousting request, open motions and political talk have included requests to implement the 

removal arrange; guarantees by political gatherings to redesign the site as an end-result of 

appointive help; plans for an incomplete migration and freedom; halfway updating; and the plan 

specified above for a whole movement of the agricultural market. The latest thoughts propose 

government bolster for minimal effort lodging financed through micro-loans to occupants. While 

there is an unmistakable need of solid activity from governments, city specialists attempt the 

incidental, sudden and ponderous bulldozing operations along fringe zones to clear conduits 

and diminish filth. Such activities give inhabitants sudden and striking indications of their 

squatter status, and add to the perpetual feeling of vulnerability. 

Politically thus, Old Fadama is in oblivion. Since 2002, progressive governments have needed 

to understand that clearing the site completely isn't a choice: financial suitability, social attractive 

quality and political possibility all discount its expulsion. Meanwhile Old Fadama has grown 

steadily. The need to decrease the danger of fire and flooding, be that as it may, gives the 

region justifiable reason motivation to utilize force to contain the settlement while different 

powers work for the accepted suspension of the ouster edict. The 2009 evaluation, for instance, 

matched with large-scale exhibitions against expulsion, an expanded mobilization capability of 

occupants, the creation of local NGOs, and international help earned from worldwide 

developments taking up the mandate of Millennium Development Goals.  
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Legitimate pluralism is a focal element of land relations in Ghana, and in Old Fadama this is 

instantly apparent. Overlapping claims include statutory, non-statutory and traditional 

organizations with political and historical attributes. In the colonial time frame contradictions 

created between traditional entitlements to the territory by the Ga ethnic group, who think about 

the territory as sacrosanct, and the colonial government, which reserved the territory for urban 

infrastructural improvement and modernization. The separation among standard and 

mainstream government organizations endured in the independence time frame, when Kwame 

Nkrumah's Convention Peoples Party (CPP) obtained control over Old Fadama and recovered 

low-lying zones for assembling and light-mechanical purposes from 1961. This implied the 

expulsion of Ga entitlements to the territory. The third time of dispute started early in the 1990s, 

with expanded settlement in the territory and urban movement following ethnic agitation in the 

north of the nation. 

 

 

Slum Site in Context show ing some major features, sourced also from https://thebigroundtable.com/the-bridge-to-sodom-and-

gomorrah-d80d1ceaf560 and http://www.design233.com/oldhtml/w orks/urbanslumlab_old_fadama_accra_ghana.html 

 

https://thebigroundtable.com/the-bridge-to-sodom-and-gomorrah-d80d1ceaf560
https://thebigroundtable.com/the-bridge-to-sodom-and-gomorrah-d80d1ceaf560
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2.13. TEARING DOWN AT OLD FADAMA 

On June 22, 2015, the AMA conveyed its demolation mission to Old Fadama, where in excess 

of 1,000 structures that were 100 meters near the Odaw Stream were destroyed, and rendering 

a number of the inhabitants destitute. A portion of the slum inhabitants lost their sources of 

income, as kiosks and different assets, running into a huge sum of Ghana Cedis (Ghanaian 

local currency), were demolished.  

Occupants of Sodom and Gomorrah have since, been blamed for adding to the flooding that 

happens in many parts of the capital. Authorities and specialists alike blamed the general 

population in the slum for hindering the channels to permit over stream of water with saw-dust 

and other waste materials.  

The AMA additionally built a wall to block the Odaw Stream from the slum community to keep its 

inhabitants from tossing garbage into the waterway, which streams straightforwardly into the 

ocean in Accra. With a $100,000 aid from the Turkish government, work on the wall venture 

began in a few sections of the slum, yet was stopped for reasons unknown.  

The spokesperson of the slum inhabitants emphasized that the general population of Old 

Fadama require just three things from the Government. Relocation, Redevelopment of the 

community by raising story-structures for them or any kind of pay to the community if there is 

the requirement for expulsion. Aside from that, they ask that the Authorities incorporate them in 

their planning, at whatever point where there is planning, they ought to be included with the goal 

that they can contribute on the grounds that they are citizens.  
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Old Fadama also know n as Sodom and Gomorrah sourced from https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/squatters-return-

to-sodom-and-gomorrah.html 

 

 

3.0. METHODOLOGY 
3.1. A POLICY FRAMEWORK NECESSARY FOR SLUM DEVELOPMENT 

Policies/Schemes are standards, principles, and rules defined or received by an association to 

achieve its long haul objectives and regularly distributed in a booklet or other shape that is 

generally accessible.  

Policies and methods are intended to impact and decide every single real choice and moves, 

and all actions occur inside the limits set by them. Procedures are the particular strategies 

utilized to express schemes in action in everyday tasks of the association or government. 

Together, approaches and techniques guarantee that a perspective held by the representing 

body of an association is converted into steps that produce a result in line with the same view. 

The question is then which schemes/policies can deliver such development and enhance 

Ghana's destitution results and consequently that of its slums? Ghana needs to find its own 
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way, contingent upon their conditions and needs. Beneath, we examine a portion of the national 

and regional approaches that Ghana could consider. 

 

3.1.1. Worldwide Schemes: Changing governance structures for inclusive 

development  

 

Policy suggestions commonly center on projects, either individual or group, of African nations. 

Less consideration is being paid to the part that worldwide governance should play. 

 

How are then powerful establishments, for example, the G20 faring on supporting inclusive and 

green development, and consequently destitution diminishment, in Africa? Following the Seoul 

Consensus on Development in 2010, the G20 set advancement and low wage nations indeed at 

the focal point of its post-2015 motivation (Bicaba, Brixiová, Ncube, Kayizzi-mugerwa, & John, 

2015). In particular, inclusive development – or rather solid, feasible, adjusted and inclusive 

development – has been a key target of the G20 for quite a while. In any case, green 

development isn't among the key needs of the year, and bit by bit blurred from the plan as of 

now in 2013 and 2014. Finally, the G20 gathering could likewise better connection different 

advancement needs (e.g. horticultural profitability with infrastructure, and so forth.) instead of 

regarding them as separate issues.  

 

Another related issue is Africa's representation at the worldwide economic discussions, for 

example, the G20. Voices of Sub-Saharan Africa nations are frequently not heard on issues that 

affect them, mirroring their restricted representation in the key worldwide bodies. This can be 

tended to just through changes of the administration structure. At the end of the day, Africa 

should be all around spoke to, as an equivalent partner, in the key strategy and decision making 

worldwide structures. Just a worldwide organization with solid African representation can handle 

challenges as vital as wiping out the area's outrageous destitution. 
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3.1.2. National schemes – Driving development through structural change  

 

As per (Rodrik, 2013) two elements tend to drive development: basic capacities and structural 

change. Industrial scheme – prioritization of high potential sectors with appropriate incentives – 

is instrumental for structural change in Ghana. Policies of developed nations share some basic 

highlights, specifically a stable yet adaptable macroeconomic structure; motivating forces for 

rebuilding, expansion and portability; interest in physical and human capital and in addition 

innovation selection; and solid establishments. Working from that establishment, country-

specific conditions would then be able to figure out which zones to prioritize.  

 

Macroeconomic strategies can help encourage high, steady and balanced development. The 

worldwide financial crisis outlined the significance of financial adaptability. Financial policies 

ought to be supplemented by solid yet adaptable fiscal strategy structures. The adaptable 

inflation focusing on structures are not one of a kind to Ghana; in certainty all inflation targeting 

nations, incorporating the advanced economies with quantitative facilitating measures, have 

been focusing on inflation while absorbing real shocks. 

 

Structural changes are obviously basic for both inclusive and green development. It is notable 

that the absence of effective infrastructure as far as access and quality hampers Ghana's 

aggressiveness and profitability, achieving improvement objectives, and support in the 

worldwide economy. Surely understood assessments call attention to the fact that in Sub-

Saharan Africa, genuine Gross Domestic Product (GDP) development could grow by 1-2 

percentage points a year if the locale's sizable infrastructure gap (about $50 billion a year) was 

bridged (African Development Bank, 2013). Infrastructure additionally advances standards of 

living by enhancing citizens' avenue to social services and cultivating more inclusive social 

orders. 

 

Other than infrastructure, what measures can bolster structural change, meaning shift to more 

beneficial activities? On the supply side of the labor market, the arrangements could go for 

raising access to and quality of education and health services. This would upgrade nature of 

human capital, profitability and prosperity. On the demand side of the labor market, private 

sector advancement is key. Better government regulations in manufacturing and services 

industries; provision of government funds and incentives to agribusinesses, tourism and other 

private sector industries and policy/scheme initiatives to connect education to both private and 
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public sector industries. Together with proficient and successful social protection, it could go far 

towards enhancing Ghana's labor market results. 

 

Structural change can push reduction in inequality and destitution. For example the wellsprings 

of development unmistakably matter for destitution decrease and incorporation: new 

occupations should be made in profitable and employment-intensive areas. Specifically, in light 

of lessons from Latin American and different nations fruitful in reduction destitution, 

development needs to create profitable occupations for substantial sections of the populace. 

The lessons from China propose that to diminish destitution Ghana should focus on raising 

efficiency of agribusiness, which thus encourages structural change, as manufacturing ingests 

laborers from rural regions. Ghana needs national policy frameworks which will provide farmers 

and agribusinesses with the right tools and support to help them work to transition the sector 

from the current small-scale sector into large-scale, mechanized commercial enterprises. Also 

schemes need to be in place to gradually reduce imports of locally grown agricultural products 

such as rice and beans and invest these resources into the local industry. Similarly imperative, 

Brazil has demonstrated that the legislature can help decrease destitution through well-

designed re-distributive projects and social security (Rodrik, 2013), so far missing in the greater 

part of Ghana.  

 

In this time of increased recurrence of extraordinary climate conditions and additionally 

continuous environmental change, Ghana's prioritization of progress to green development will 

help diminish financial, social and ecological hazard. It should include building resilience to 

atmospheric shocks, climate-proof infrastructure, and proficient administration of natural 

resources particularly water, among others.  

 

 

3.1.3. Regional schemes: Trade strategy and the significance of regional 

integration  

 

Regional coherence has picked up energy as of late in a few Regional Economic Communities 

(RECs), as confirmed by growing intra-regional trade and streams of foreign direct venture, and 

in addition declarations intending to formalize the relations and bring them to more elevated 

levels. Effective regional coherence would for sure enable nations to draw on their comparative 

strong-suits, prompting higher effectiveness and development and in addition joining to 



46 
 

worldwide value chains, and decreased among nations inequality. It would likewise give stages 

to aggregate protection (for instance against sustenance frailty) and encourage provincial 

answers for aggregate difficulties, for example, climate change. 

 

In spite of these settlements, regional coherence, specifically establishments of monetary 

associations ought not to be hurried. Basic changes should effectively address infrastructure 

gaps, fit macroeconomic results, and synchronize business cycles before further fiscal 

reconciliation can happen among Ghanaian RECs. Territorial techniques ought to at first focus 

on creating territories of modern standards to raise nations' ability to trade, bolstered by building 

regional infrastructure to encourage development of commodities, services, capital and, to wrap 

things up, individuals. 

 

3.2. ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Economic development is one of the two essential objectives of informal settlement overhauling 

for this paper. The principal issue is to decide the idea of the employment status inside the 

zone.  

There should be a survey characterizing four classes of employment, to be specific formal work, 

informal work outside of Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah, informal work inside Old 

Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah, and no quantifiable pay stream. The study would exclude urban 

farming, which isn't of real importance in Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah, yet could be in 

different regions. Nor will it be viewed as reasonable to get a breakdown of exercises named 

illegal (eg. delicate medications managing), albeit much is known about these exercises in the 

settlement.  

Once the underlying breakdown has been acquired, at that point the subsequent stage will be to 

take a gander at the idea of employment inside the settlement itself. This gathering of 

independently employed individuals will end up one of the building block of future advancement.  

The second building piece of economic growth is the current skills base, especially among the 

jobless. This information can be utilized to give a sign of where training can be focused for most 

advantage, for contributing skilled workforce and skillfulness once the physical advancement of 

the region initiates, and for helping people to discover work outside the settlement.  

The third building square of economic advancement is scholarly instructive level.  
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3.3. URBAN DESIGN 

The focal issue here is the utilization of mutual space, which is characterized extensively to 

incorporate a real estate parcel that is utilized by more than one family in their own particular 

limit. Because of the pressure on land, and the nonattendance of formal open spaces, as 

characterized in the traditional urban planning sense, development systems assume a focal part 

here. There are just two illustrations that can be called upon with global experience of 

overhauling that arrangement with this issue of mutual space. The first is Belo Horizonte in 

Brazil. Here the way to deal with urban space was a piece of an all-encompassing redesigning 

plan (named the Tlano Worldwide' in Portuguese). This all-encompassing methodology looks to 

recognize the greater part of the imperative arrangements of connections that exist inside the 

social, financial and physical circles of life in the settlement, and afterward make a physical 

redevelopment arrange for that grasps and upgrades these. In this manner spatial connections 

frame some portion of this more extensive, widely inclusive process. The real trouble with this 

approach lies in the need to make and keep up a physically static circumstance inside the 

settlement while all the recognized variables are managed. In Brazil this is supported to an 

expansive degree by the idea of house development. Accordingly most of the abodes are 

developed utilizing fortified solid casing structures, with residences frequently being 

interconnected physically. Where some physical movement is required, this requires a multi-

pronged way to deal with overhauling (Abbott & Douglas, 2001). However a similar condition 

does not have any significant bearing in Ghana, where casual settlement homes have a 

tendency to be discrete units of low quality. Moreover the Brazilian approach requires an 

abnormal state of monetary assets to actualize. The greater part of this makes the all-

encompassing approach hard to adjust. In any case, from a spatial point of view maybe the 

most significant lesson identifies with the multi-useful utilization of development courses. 

The second significant experience is that of the million houses program in Sri Lanka, and 

specifically the community activity planning procedure of decision-making, which rotates around 

the utilization of space. Here the critical component is community decision-making and the limit 

of communities to settle on choices around spatial issues. As far as its way to deal with 

community decision-making, community activity planning can be depicted as a venture 
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connected procedure. Subsequently the system for community contribution is the venture cycle, 

where an undertaking is separated into unmistakable stages including start, planning, design, 

usage, and support. The shortcoming of this approach is that it takes after the customary task 

cycle way to deal with improvement, and this makes it hard to manage more mind boggling 

circumstances where there are distinctive levels of decision-making. With people community 

activity planning the community and their needs are focal. In regard of the utilization of space, 

this implied the procedure functioned admirably at a miniaturized scale level, where the issue 

was that of the utilization and allotment of room between singular families. It didn't manage 

more extensive issues of room with regards to multi-practical utilize, fundamentally on the 

grounds that that was not a noteworthy issue there. 

What rises up out of this exchange is the need to investigate the utilization of space in an 

informal settlement at two particular levels. The large scale level identifies with space that has 

boundless group utilize and furthermore which interfaces the settlement with the encompassing 

regions. The smaller scale level is what manages the utilization of space nearer to the individual 

families, where there is a need to measure the intersection amongst individual and shared 

utilization of space locally.  

This part of updating (the itemized urban plan process) spoke to the time when the project 

moved out of the limits of written worldwide experience and an arrival to fundamental standards. 

With the endorsement of all gatherings, the Planning Division of the Accra Metropolitan 

Assembly (AMA) must build up a planning brief that looks to portray the spatial rules that 

support the task, both reasonably and for all intents and purposes.  

From a spatial point of view, the key points were in this manner seen as takes after:  

1. To make a continuum or chain of command of open spaces and development 

frameworks, which draw in and offer request to exercises, occasions and components as 

indicated by their requirement for open utilize and security. This aggregate open social 

space network hierarchy system and set of components, need to go about as 

compartments for giving spots where individuals can cooperate around social, financial, 

social, profound, amusement and learning exercises;  

2. To make openings inside the aggregate open social space network, where little scale 

financial exercises and road exchanging can find and be formally managed after some 

time;  



49 
 

3. To make spatial open doors in the scene, where a system of open social offices can find 

and be combined into an open capital web, which offers ideal supportable advantage to 

the community and meets their quick essential needs. 

The second essential issue to develop was the focal significance of movement networks inside 

a structure of social and financial maintainability. These courses are much more than privileges 

of path for vehicular movement. In settlements with constrained open space, where the 

dominant part of individuals direct their exercises near their homes, these courses are essential 

multi-utilitarian spaces. Moreover they assume a crucial part in incorporating the community, 

physically, socially and financially with the encompassing formal zones. Their essential capacity 

is, accordingly, one of securing social space.  

At last, in view of this investigation, it is obviously plausible to utilize the community's own 

particular system of access courses as the reason for perpetual development courses inside the 

settlement.  

 

3.3.1. Actualizing the minimum relocation approach  
The spatial meaning of the main movement courses completes the assessment of the effect of 

physical and spatial components related with the settlement that encroach on existing 

residences and are, in this manner, prone to require inner migration of families. By incorporating 

the significant bondage into development arranges this has lessened the general effect. The 

storm water examination has decided the need to capture storm water produced upstream of 

the settlement and by-pass this to the storm water framework through an alternate course. This 

diminishes the effect of flooding on the settlement. Low-lying ground remains an issue regarding 

potential flooding, yet the quantity of families influenced has been fundamentally decreased by 

the storm water proposition. In different cases the destinations possessed by the homes can be 

raised utilizing fill material, in this manner enabling the families to remain. 

The families to be migrated will move to one of the current squares characterized by the 

crossing point of the development network and the site limit. The depiction of how this will be 

done does not form part of this thesis project, which has concentrated on the large scale plan. In 

any case, there is significantly more thought about decision-making and the idea of basic 

leadership forms at this small scale level. The key components of this procedure of small scale 

planning will be talked about quickly here as a representation of the route forward. 
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The creation of unmistakably allocated spatial blocks makes zones of nearby interest and 

characterizes the inhabitants that have an immediate enthusiasm for their specific square or 

zonal region. The measure of the pieces is moderately little, with a normal of roughly 150 

homes. This spots it inside a scale and extension suited to both community advancement 

service and successful community planning approaches for decision-making. So while the large 

scale planning process managed the requirements of the settlement overall, the smaller scale 

process centers around the particular needs of the gathering involving a specific piece, though 

considering the coordination of these necessities into the more extensive common needs of the 

settlement in general.  

 

Key to this procedure is again the issue of space and the utilization of space. The community 

acknowledged the current cadastral limit since it was advantageous to do as such. In any case it 

was not a foreordaining factor. At no time in this redesigning procedure has the issue of land 

limits and boundary been an issue discussed. This is critical, since it is this policy approach that 

has made a system that enables families to keep on moving moderately uninhibitedly inside the 

settlement. Shanty owners living in the distinctive blocks have the chance accordingly to 

investigate diverse alternatives regarding the portion of land amongst shared and private use. 

Utilizing a social work and a group advancement group it is foreseen that a further planning 

procedure will be started at a nearby level to decide the utilization of space inside the pieces. 

Here however the system will be essentially extraordinary. The best way to work at this level 

successfully is using one of the community planning philosophies that exist and have 

demonstrated adequacy. Therefore it is expected that an urban developer will likewise be 

delegated at this stage, and ideally additionally an engineer. This chapter/brief, be that as it 

may, will be essentially extraordinary to that depicted before for the large scale plan. Here, the 

expert activity is fundamentally in the part of facilitator, directing a community based planning 

process. 

 

3.3.2. The allocation of infrastructure services 

The discourse to date has concentrated intensely on the issue of spatial connections, and 

fundamentally less on the arrangement of physical foundation. Various development experts are 

typically engaged with overhauling infrastructure, and that every one of them have to rethink 

their part all the while. The development professionals need to move far from the part definition 
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that depended on Greenfield site improvement, to make new parts that are fitting to informal 

settlement updating. The part of the spatial organizer (or all the more accurately the urban 

planner) has been characterized most plainly in this chapter. The part of the land surveyor is 

likewise clear. The early work required here is that of recognizing existing cadastral limits and 

working with the three-dimensional spatial investigation of the settlement as it exists. Yet, there 

is no pre-meaning of inner cadastral limits. This would genuinely hinder the overhauling 

procedure and lessen decision.  

At the moment communities in casual settlements can pick one of three types of land 

possession. The first is the place the whole settlement has a mutual and regular legitimate ideal 

to the majority of the land, regardless of whether vested in a Trust or through a lawfully official 

concurrence with the nearby expert. This would at that point, incorporate all open space and 

development organizes and could likewise consolidate physical foundation administrations. The 

second circumstance is the place the inhabitants of individual pieces limited by the development 

arrange and the outside limit pick a type of normal responsibility for inside that square. All things 

considered, the development system and real administrations would be the obligation of the 

neighborhood specialist or different utilities. This permits an abnormal state of adaptability as far 

as house plan. The third choice is for families to settle on singular proprietorship, where every 

family claims an individual real estate parcel. The second and third alternatives can, obviously, 

work in parallel in a settlement, with various pieces picking distinctive residency choices. 

From this dialog it can be seen that the lawful division of a cadaster for the settlement is 

something that can just happen as the last advance in the redesigning procedure, once the 

majority of alternate issues identifying with space, housing and services have been concurred. 

This does not imply that they all must be actualized, just concurred. In that lies the adaptability 

of the framework.  

 

Essentially the part of the draftsman and the entire housing wrangle about is something that can 

just happen once the large scale configuration process is finished and the sum total of what 

families have been designated to particular pieces. Housing at that point turns into an issue for 

talk in every individual piece. In any case, similar to arrive regularization, it ought not drive or 

foreordain a procedure, but rather ought to rather get from and be a result of the overhauling 

procedure. 
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What's more, what of the civil engineer and the infrastructure services? This part changes 

fundamentally from the one characterized in Greenfield site advancement, in spite of the fact 

that not that essentially when contrasted with that expert's part in the days prior to the 

presentation of township plan models.  

The principle affect that a standard way to deal with township configuration had on civil 

engineering was to cause a gathering of services into an aggregate capacity. Before that the 

distinctive services had worked regularly freely of each other. This gathering exercise appeared 

well and good. It was the sensible course to take in a circumstance where streets assumed 

such a noteworthy part in the physical format to the degree that they turn into a noteworthy 

determinant impacting overflow age and stream. Since street and storm water configuration was 

best when coordinated to the geology, and since sewerage took after geography likewise, it was 

then similarly legitimate to incorporate sewer plan. From that point is was a little advance to 

incorporate water, and in this manner unite every single underground service in a practical 

manner. 

In informal settlement overhauling, notwithstanding, there is no compelling reason to hold that 

linkage. Despite what might be expected, holding the linkage prompts pre-deterministic planning 

and has a comparable effect to that of pre-deterministic land regularization. In casual 

settlements the street surface region is significantly diminished, and the commitment of streets 

to storm water overflow age decreased proportionately. Consequently there is no motivation to 

interface the two. Furthermore the outline of sanitation frameworks is ending up progressively 

adaptable and the reliance on geography less essential (though not completely isolated). The 

greater part of this makes it conceivable to investigate the distinctive components of framework 

and their relationship to the updating procedure on an individual premise, with the connection 

between the diverse services now turning into a secondary thought.  

This is accidental, since the distinctive administrations really coordinate into the redesigning 

procedure at various focuses. An investigation of the effect of rainfall and runoff is the most 

critical, and should happen in the beginning periods of examination, being one of the potential 

reasons for hazard. The significant effect of storm water overflow consequently is on relocation. 

The second perspective to be considered is that of development systems. These are not 

decided as far as a street order, but instead as far as social space, with the acknowledgment 

that there must be a fundamental skeletal center of the system that can oblige vehicular activity. 

This meaning of utilization of the development plan in view of inside, as opposed to outer, 
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require has a critical effect upon asphalt configuration, expecting it to be all the more obliging of 

multi-utilitarian use and got from a use chain of importance that determines inside. Its immediate 

effect on storm water age is in this manner enormously lessened, as specified prior, and this 

enables the two designing components to be de-coupled to a huge degree.  

 

The sanitation framework at that point additionally turns into a result of the more extensive 

overhauling process, despite the fact that it keeps on having a level of unbending nature 

connected that should be considered. The prevailing issue in the outline of the sanitation 

framework determines, be that as it may, from the two-level overhauling idea portrayed already. 

Venturing over from this issue quickly, it is advantageous to investigate sanitation in a more 

extensive setting. The disappointment of traditional sewerage frameworks in numerous 

developing urban communities prompted an investigation of various alternatives for the 

arrangement of sanitation. This harmonized with a time of extreme research into provincial 

sanitation needs that prompted the advancement of the Ventilated Improved Pit toilet or VIP. 

The net outcome was a scope of choices for sanitation, which were then collected by the World 

Bank and worked around the qualification between off-site and on location sanitation 

frameworks (Abbott & Douglas, 2001). This at that point turned out to be, later, a three-level 

arrangement of administrations known as essential, middle of the road and full administrations. 

What is intriguing about this is the impact and pretended by the coordination of administration 

outline for townships that was depicted previously. It likewise makes a commonly strengthening 

circumstance, since the three level progressive system at that point additionally urges 

administrations to be seen altogether and assembled together in one of the three classes. The 

truth of casual settlement updating, in any case, is that they can (and should) be seen totally 

autonomously.  

Returning at that point to sanitation, there are to be sure three alternatives accessible for 

sanitation in informal settlements, in any event in a Ghanaian setting (in spite of the fact that 

there are positively more than three for the development of the development organize). In any 

case, it isn't suitable to portray them as various levels. The main alternative is that of VIPs. Be 

that as it may, these are probably not going to be suited to dense settlements where the 

residence thickness is upward of 80 abodes for every hectare (net thickness). Regardless they 

ought not to be prohibited from the civil argument. For actually they frame the reason for a 

pyramid of on location treatment alternatives, the exploration into which is still in its beginning 
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times, however which is probably going to give the essential waste transfer component without 

bounds. Consequently while this framework be wrong for ventures being composed by and by, 

advancements around there should be kept under consistent audit. 

What remain are two choices for water borne: sewerage. The first is traditional sewerage and 

the second what is known as shallow sewerage, which is a low-cost sanitation innovation which 

has specific application in high-density, low-income settlements. These are not, in any case, 

totally unrelated choices. Despite what might be expected, together they give the specialized 

arrangement that makes the two phase updating process portrayed here monetarily achievable. 

For actually, keeping in mind the end goal to outline the foundation to help the two-arrange 

process in a fiscally practical way, it might be important to isolate the plan of the sewerage 

framework in the primary system from that in the squares. With traditional sewerage this would 

not be conceivable, since sewage configuration keeps running in a constant line from the source 

of discharge from the settlement back to the most noteworthy purpose of family release into the 

sewer. By planning the framework in two sections, with two distinctive outline techniques, this 

gives the adaptability required, to isolate them in time. Subsequently a fundamental system can 

be composed with ordinary sewerage, and the pieces utilizing a shallow sewer framework. It is 

proposed that this mixture sewerage framework shape the reason for the sanitation of informal 

settlements in an overhauling circumstance. It additionally has the additional preferred 

standpoint of adjusting the administration of the square sewerage framework with the more 

extensive issues of the piece, in this way upgrading the duties of the tenants inside a piece in 

assuming responsibility of choices that straightforwardly influence their lives. 

The rest of the service is water. From a building viewpoint this is the most adaptable service. It 

is additionally one that is effortlessly suited to a two-plan configuration process. The basic issue 

is to decide when it ought to be introduced, given its pivotal significance in group wellbeing. It is 

proposed here that the water reticulation just be introduced once the essential development 

plan has been settled. In the event that it is important to give water before this date then it is 

recommended this be done as a crisis supply, which can be evacuated at generally minimal 

effort later and supplanted by a changeless reticulation organize. In this way a refinement 

should be drawn between a crisis supply (which could likewise apply to the sanitation 

framework) and a lasting supply. 

The segment has demonstrated how physical foundation administrations should be dealt with 

freely of each other in-the overhauling of casual settlements. Everyone is, be that as it may, of 

fundamental significance in its own right. To guarantee the effective arrangement of these 
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individual physical foundation administrations, it is imperative to see the linkages that the 

originators of every one of them will have. These linkages are never again to other physical 

foundation administrations. Rather they are to the multi-disciplinary and group bunches that are 

associated with the diverse phases of the procedure that coordinate every specific 

administration. This speaks to a noteworthy change in intuition with respect to civil engineers. 

The customary line of thought was one that saw benefits on the whole as a component of 

redesigning. In casual settlement updating, the issues, and even the wording is changed. It is 

not any more streets, storm water, sewerage and water supply. There are new active regions 

and activity centers. What's more, these focuses can be characterized as hazard appraisal and 

management, community development systems, and environmental wellbeing. These are not 

simply trendy expressions; they are illustrative of another improvement worldview. It is likely that 

they require three unique sets of expertise. Informal settlement overhauling challenges all 

advancement experts, to change their reasoning as well as to change the improvement 

worldview inside which they work. That is the test. The reward is an economical future for the 

15% of Ghana's urban populace and, at last, for the significantly more noteworthy level of the 

number of inhabitants in creating urban communities that live in informal settlements. 

 

4.0. DISCUSSION 
First and foremost there’s the need to come to terms with the fact that destitution/poverty and its 

consequent alleviation is a worldwide issue, not specific to just some regions of the world but 

certainly to all. Destitution might appear in different shapes and forms and with different 

densities among different people groups but it is certainly a canker in the economy of all 

nations, whether developed or developing. So the issue with destitution is certainly a worldwide 

one and should therefore be viewed in that manner, even though it is more prevalent in certain 

regions of the world. 

I therefore move to suggest that there be a worldwide change of approach of destitution 

alleviation from one of eradication to prosperity creation and reduction of inequality. Consider an 

association that chooses to mitigate destitution by giving free shoes, free food, or free schools 

to individuals in a poor group. This association aims to likely ease the torment and sufferings of 

the general population in the groups where it works. Therefore, it adjusts its assets and 

procedures appropriately. In giving these assets, it eases the torment and suffering of the 

general population in the group. Be that as it may, without a coordinated way to deal with 
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explaining the genuine reason for why the group is poor, the association's projects will be 

unsustainable and exceptionally costly. And keeping in mind that though the association will 

lighten destitution, it will leave numerous in the group still poor.  

We should begin by asking the correct inquiries. For example, would we say we are essentially 

endeavoring to mitigate destitution or would we say we are attempting to create prosperity? On 

the off chance that we are attempting to reduce destitution, at that point the same old thing will 

occur where billions of dollars will keep on being spent with an end goal to help the world’s 

poorest. In the event that we change our question and reorient our reasoning, at that point we 

are probably going to grow more incorporated and sustainable solutions. For example, rather 

than asking, "How might we guarantee water and sanitation for all?", we should want to solicit, 

"For what reason hundreds from a huge number of individuals not have water and why have our 

past mediation not been successful as expected?" Genuine responses to these inquiries will 

lead us to grow more incorporated solutions that will think about the conditions in which 

individuals get themselves. By altogether understanding these conditions, we are probably 

going to grow more appropriate solutions. 

On the worldwide level, policies made should be inclusive to accommodate all age, ethnic, 

racial, cultural, social, political and economic groups of the world. The plight of developing 

nations should be heard at the worldwide economic discussions by allowing proper 

representation from African countries and other developing nations. With the right number of 

representation, the real issues at the heart of destitution, on different scales and in different 

regions, would be heard and appropriate funds and solutions could be accessed to reduce 

destitution. Administrative structures therefore need to be changed at the global level.  

It is a true statement of fact that the overall economic dispensation of any country is imperative 

to the success and wellbeing if its citizens. During certain economic downturns in the past of 

certain countries, various individuals and communities demonstrated resilience and experienced 

growth and wealth, however the role of thriving macroeconomic strategies cannot be stressed 

enough for the holistic and sustainable growth of all. Government spending and a robust and 

resilient marketplace are all key in encouraging high, steady and balanced development. The 

government needs to focus on building the economy from within by creating avenues and 

structures, as well as introducing the appropriate technologies and infrastructure that would 

allow local industries and private sectors to grow and evolve. Ghana should focus on investing 

more in sustainable agribusiness, which drives structural change, as manufacturing provides 

employment for people in rural regions.  
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The Ghanaian government can also focus on creating and strengthening various local NGOs 

and municipal bodies within the country as these organizations can have better direct contact 

with people on the grassroots level. This way, people in the lower level are reached and 

included in economic expansion.  

Structures should be put in place also to collect reserves amid economic boom so that the 

economy can absorb unforeseen times recession.  

Considering the history of the Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah slum area, it would be 

worthwhile for the government to consider putting policies in place that would better integrate 

the obvious trade bond between this area and the Northern part of the nation. There’s an 

obvious demand for food commodities within the whole slum environ, and so the government 

could consider providing some more amenities in terms of infrastructure, health and education 

in the North and make it more attractive for some of the inhabitants to move back home. 

Regional policies should also focus developing the industrial potential of the slum environ. In 

this way, those dealing in scraps can be trained and put to some sort of work. 

Also the role of NGOs and municipal bodies ought to be adequately strengthen to support the 

local people in providing education, health, capital, skills development and other necessary 

services to improve the lifestyle and wellbeing of the inhabitants.   

The urban design/methodology is based on a hybrid between two cases of slum development; 

the Belo Horizonte case and the Sri Lankan approach. This approach is appropriate and so 

desired because as previously discussed The Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah settlement 

has developed its own identity unique to the area and has existed for more than two decades 

within the area.  

In the Belo Horizonte case, which depended on an aggregate redevelopment of the settlement, 

two noteworthy issues were distinguished. The primary identified with cost. This approach has 

components of a structure want to it. In spite of the fact that it takes after a social procedure, it 

seeks to give a final solution. The issue here is that, once every one of the components have 

been distinguished, it is important to take a shot at all of them at the same time, as they have a 

tendency to be inter-associated. The second blemish, which takes after from this, identifies with 

the manner by which incrementalism is joined into the procedure. The Belo Horizonte case 

characterized its own sequence of overhauling. Nonetheless, if this sequence is never again 

fitting, and must be changed, for reasons unknown, the framework does not have enough 

adaptability to present an alternate, more suitable grouping. 
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The Sri Lankan approach raised an alternate set of issues. The conditions in Sri Lanka are 

altogether extraordinary to those in Ghana's urban focuses. Subsequently, how much the 

spatial connections between shanties expected to change was much lower in Sri Lanka than 

would be the situation in Ghana. Furthermore, affordability levels are likewise much lower. This 

diminishes the level of services altogether, with significantly more prominent utilize being made 

of aggregate services (specifically water and sanitation). The utilization of paths rather than 

streets is considerably more prevailing, and this has a critical effect of movement needs. 

Densities are higher and the example of living accommodates a substantially more noteworthy 

sharing of space. Subsequently it is easier to fabricate a settlement around social and financial 

needs and make the physical emotionally supportive networks fit with at least interruption. This 

isn't the situation in Ghana. Movement, yet interior inside the settlement, is a substantially more 

prominent issue. Subsequently this may give an all the more straightforwardly appropriate 

model there. In any case the Sri Lanka program has imperative lessons for dense settlement 

overhauling, which lie for the most part in the territory of participatory procedures and decision-

making. 

A minimum relocation redevelopment approach is fitting Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The net aftereffect is the development of an approach that sits between the two global 

encounters of Belo Horizonte and Sri Lanka. This has endeavored to draw on the qualities of 

both, while perceiving the particular setting that exists in Ghana. More noteworthy consideration 

is given to the arrangement of access and more prominent levels of physical amenities than is 

the situation in Sri Lanka. Be that as it may, this includes some significant pitfalls, which isn't just 

economic yet in addition social, coming about essentially from its effect on migration needs. . 

This is the place the experience of Belo Horizonte is especially valuable. In the meantime, the 

strength of social and economic advancement, which was at the core of the Sri Lanka program, 

is completely perceived and supported, and the strategy is worked around that. Two main levels 

of approach can be used with this methodology. The full scale (macro) level identifies with 

space that has broad community use and furthermore which connects the settlement with the 

encompassing zones. The small scale (micro) level is what manages the utilization of space 

nearer to the individual families, where there is a need to evaluate the link between individual 

and shared utilization of space locally. The full scale planning process managed the 

requirements of the settlement in general, the small scale process centers around the particular 

needs of the community within a specific area, yet considering the combination of these 

necessities into the more extensive shared needs of the settlement all in all. 
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The issue of associated flooding within region, caused by the density, lack of drainage facilities, 

as well as poor sanitary conditions, is tackled by proposing storm water drainage that will 

potentially convey storm water from one end and by-pass it to another. Lawful outline of a 

cadaster for the settlement is something that can just happen as the last stage in the 

redesigning procedure. 

An attempt is made to come up with an onsite sanitation system involving Ventilated Improved 

Pits (VIP).  

 

5.0. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
This study expressed that slums and low-income abodes in urban zones have for the most part 

been trashed as deviations to civilized urban culture, where crimes, anti-social conduct and 

unlawful financial activities flourish. Viewed as liabilities to urban areas and urban territories by 

authorities, expert, business and interest groups, the general demeanor is that it is smarter to 

dispose of them to clear a path for better improvement. The study reviewed techniques that 

have been embraced worldwide in managing slums, low-income and squatter dwellings: the 

`conventional approach', portrayed by ousting of tenants and the destruction of the settlements 

and abodes, for the most part to clear a path for redevelopment as indicated by `conventional 

insight and strategies. ' 

The point has been made in this study that the Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah slum has 

been in existence for an impressively prolonged stretch of time, the settlement is a steady and 

merged one (Literature Review section), and the inhabitants consider themselves to be 

perpetual tenants of the city. Significant physical and monetary ventures have been made by 

them in the habitation, and they pay different levies and rates to the Accra Metropolitan 

Assembly, and additionally trading licensing fees to the Revenue Service. For every reasonable 

reason, in this manner, the settlement is there to remain. It is, subsequently, sensible that 

official acknowledgment is given to the settlement and its existence regarded authorized. Official 

acknowledgment and sanctioning will offer certainty to the inhabitants to invest all the more in 

the settlement. 

Investment by and large infrastructure in a city could be an incredible lift to profitability of the 

city. Immense assets - financial, technical and managerial - notwithstanding, are required, with 

the end goal that it is practically inconceivable for people or small and poor communities to put 

resources into these. Private investors may not be abundantly enthused about this kind of 

investment in view of the vulnerabilities included and the long haul nature of the profits on such 
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venture. Be that as it may, enhanced infrastructure and provision can enormously change the 

physical, social and financial wellbeing of a community and the city of which the community is a 

section. That sufficient infrastructure is an essential for urban improvement and for financial 

growth can't be over-stressed. Infrastructure facilities tend to supplement each other, and 

thusly, their availability, ought to be taken a gander at instead of a "scattershot" approach, 

where one facility is given here and another there, with no cohesiveness. Enhanced 

infrastructure of the Old Fadama/Sodom and Gomorrah slum can profit enormously the 

settlement as well as the city all in all.  

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 
Components related with rustic and urban relocation (Appendix I) 

Demand (pull) constituents  

 Flourishing loose economy  

 Unreasonable desires because of optimistic predisposition, insufficient data, or contorted 

market signals, however individuals and information go to and fro between countryside 

and city so this component ought not be overemphasized  

  Educated hazard taking, whereby individuals intentionally exchange a little likelihood of 

extensive increases for the present state of affairs, or notwithstanding winding up more 

awful off  

 The want to get away from the repetitiousness of subsistence agriculture and a feeling to 

explore 

 Absence of boundaries to migration (eg, a huge family), and facilitators (eg, a current 

informal community in the city to give transitory convenience, support, and exhortation) 

Supply part (push) constituents 
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 Milieu degeneration  

 Starvation  

 Enhanced farming work profitability through motorization  

 Unpredictable merchandise costs and monetary shocks  

 Ethnic savagery  

 Dislocation (eg, from improvement ventures, for example, development of dams)  

 A want to escape unfavorable social conditions, for example, provincial rank segregation 

in India 
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