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The present thesis introduces the notion of the American dream, focusing predominantly on 
the context of the works from the 1950s and 1960s. Its author, Lucie Jirsakova offers a logical 
and suitable narrowed-down perspective of the phenomenon known as the American dream. 
The thesis is logically laid out: it practical part overviews the genesis and evolution of the 
American dream, while the practical part focuses chiefly on selected works, namely Breakfast 
at Tiffany's by Truman Capote, The American Dream by Edward Albee, and An American 
Dream by Norman Mailer. 1 appreciate the narrow focus of the thesis. The major flaw of the 
thesis lies in its brevity and rather shallow analysis; the practical part is merely an introduction 
lacking any profound connections to the theoretical part. Furthermore, all works discussed 
are fairly descriptive missing the analytical depth. This part would also benefit from richer 
contextualization and more systematic use of direct quotes or paraphrases from primary 
sources. Overall, the second practical, part of the thesis deserves greater space and would 
benefit immensely from its extension. Still, the conclusions of the author's findings are clear, 
logical and convincingly argued, and supported with complex and relevant sources. 
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The formal aspects of the thesis are in accordance with general standards. The language is 
correct and predominantly clear, yet especially vocabulary could have been richer. I would 
strongly recommend the author not use the rhetorical "we". Also in parts, when referring to 
works, the author sometimes omits the use of italics (such as p. 26 while referring to the 
American Dream), which makes the reader confused. In places, word order is rather sloppy 
(e.g. p. 17). 

Overall, the present thesis constitutes a respectable and well-refined, clearly articulated 
piece of original research. The main disadvantage is a shallow and descriptive nature in its 
second part, which would deserve more contextualization, greater complexity and further 
interconnectedness with the theoretical part. Still, the thesis is logical, coherent and 
articulate sufficiently. 
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