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General Comments

The formal organization of the work is impressive.
The theoretical section of the thesis is well organized, with current literature reviews on
blended learning, a thorough explanation of educational technologies, and online tools as
well as student engagement.

The practical part of the study is well-designed even though it lacks a liaison between the
research aims and the conclusion of the study. Motivation is a crucial element in any kind
of learning environment, however, the thesis dealt with it in such depth that it made
understanding difficult because the aim of the thesis is to examine the influence of
technology on learners’ engagement in the context of blended learning in EFL lower-
secondary level. The role of motivation is undeniable in student engagement; however,
the results were written in a way that does not offer a solution to the research problem.
Even though the research questions were designed in accordance with the research aim,
the way the data was presented leaves the reader with no coherent conclusion.

For example;

Q1: What motivates the examined group of EFL learners at a lower-secondary school?
H1: The main motivation for learning English will be extrinsic, with only a minority of

learners being intrinsically motivated.

It is difficult to comprehend why the motivation of the students is considered extrinsic in
the very beginning and it is not stated in what ways it could enhance students’
engagement in a blended learning environment. It is ambiguous because the author
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does not tie each of these ideas to the research goal to provide a comprehensive
conclusion. Henceforth, the influence of entrance exams on motivation has been
examined for this very same research question and yet not stating the importance of this
issue and the connection to the influence of technology on learners’ engagement in the
context of blended learning which is the main aim of this research.

The way the author designed the empirical part and presented his ideas is worth
appreciation however, a coherent and broad conclusion is required. The thesis promises
to find learners’ attitudes towards learning English in a blended learning context, ways
of engaging learners of the English language, and discuss possible ways of using this type
of learning in the future (p. 49) however, the author fails to offer a discussion part where
all these mentioned aims are justified. Possible ways of using this type of learning in the
future were presented just in the amount of technology use in the classroom, once to
twice per week depending on the curriculum and the consequent lesson allocation (p.
75) with no further elaboration.

For further recommendations of the research, the author suggests that ‘future research
concerning academic outcomes of long-term use of such a blended learning model*: a
similar study was done by Menggo in May, 2022 which could be considered with the
results it contributes to the field as a reference.

Finally, the format of the references was not proper considering APA the 6th or the 7th
edition consisting of some minor citation errors.

Despite the above-mentioned deficiencies, errors in cohesion, and suggestions for
improvement, the author proved to be able to work with scholarly resources and
literature and carry out a study. The author of this thesis presented his ideas with
relevant literature and good English use throughout the paper. I appreciate the effort
made in linking the research methods since it is not an easy task for a beginner
researcher. Above mentioned comments could be considered to improve his future
scientific studies.

To conclude, the diploma thesis meets the requirements and is ready for its defense.
Otdzky k obhajobé

Why did the research emphasize receptive English skills in a blended learning environment
rather than productive ones?
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