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1 Introduction

English grammar has faced the criticism of the absef a gender-neutral third person
singular pronoun for more than hundred years. Hewethe discussions have been
intensified recently, which may be caused, accgrdmm Crystal, by the influence of
early American feminism and their fight for maleddiemale equality (2006, 313). This
social and political situation has brought the lirsgjc biases into sharp focus and a
male-oriented view of the world has become wideitjoized.

Most of the debates deal with subjects with arpansdied gender because English
speakers usually do not know what third personwargpronoun should follow such
subjects and hence this thesis is going to focsisgn gender non-specific subjects. To
narrow the area of research, only indefinite prorson the function of a subject will be
considered.

The aim of this master’s thesis is to find out wiedlexive pronoun is used after
indefinite pronouns, as in the sentenggerybody has to protect himsel this case,
the indefinite pronoun is referred to by the gemeniasculine pronoun, but in the last
decades the correctness of this grammatical phemamieas been challenged. A lot of
linguists recommend restructuring the text to av@idender-specific pronoun, but in
my opinion English speakers cannot avoid certasmgnatical features just because
they are not sure how to use them. Therefore, gheei of a suitable gender-neutral
pronoun needs to be tackled. In the past the gemeasculine pronoun was normally
used after subjects with an unspecified gendeitt, iasdescribed by the following rule:
“The masculine pronouns and possessives are usewpfoyed for persons without
regard to sex wherever the antecedent has a gendedinite meaning” (Curme 1947,
221). Nevertheless, a lot of people do not folldvw tule of generic masculine forms,
using instead forms of thee or sheype, singulathey, indefiniteone or even a generic
feminine (Meyers 1990, 228).

The theoretical part is, first of all, going tosdeibe the development of generic
pronoun throughout the history, including curremgcdssions about this issue. This
chapter will be followed by an introduction and cigstion of all the pronouns which
can be possibly used after indefinite pronounduting the rules of their usage. The
last chapter of the theoretical part is going tespnt an overview of ways to avoid

gender-specific third person singular pronoun witiah be found in grammar books.



The core of the diploma thesis is an analyticat pdnose aim is to provide us
with exact data on individual pronouns referringridefinite pronouns. The issue will
be demonstrated on reflexive pronouns which shoeical what gender indefinite
pronouns are referred to the most often. The apalypart is divided into two main
parts. The first one will be represented by a metebased on the British National
Corpus and the Corpus of Contemporary American iEmglwhere examples of
reflexive pronouns which follow indefinite pronoumsll be found. The aim of the
corpus based research is to document the numlmacafrences of individual pronouns
after indefinite pronouns, which basically meanat tthis study will reveal what the
most and the least common pronoun used after miteefpronouns is.

The second part of the analytical section is bameda questionnaire survey.
Questionnaires were available online and the lirds wlistributed to English native
speakers who subsequently forwarded these queatiesnto their friends and
acquaintances. The aim is to address as many mspisnas possible with the only
condition - it must be a native speaker. The qaestires contain several extracts with
missing reflexive pronouns which should be filladoly respondents. Again, the missing
pronouns will be always related to a certain ingi&di pronoun, which is the scope of
this research. The results of both of these survihyes corpus one as well as the
questionnaire one, are consequently compared aiygsaal.

It is expected that the research will reveal highmber of occurrences of the
reflexive pronounshimself and themselves with narrow majority of the generic
masculine pronoun. In my opinion, despite the mmalit correctness which has
penetrated into language, there will be still a ¢dt people following hand-book
prescribed rules. On the contrary, a minimal o@we ofhimself or herseltype is

estimated, because of its awkwardness and clunssines



2 Definition of Field of Research

The issue of a missing gender-neutral third pessogular pronoun in English grammar
has recently been discussed not only by linguisiis dlso by common speakers of
English and requests for a satisfactory solutiomase and more urgent. This master’s
thesis deals predominantly with gender-neutral aigg and thus it is necessary to

define basic terms before a deeper research wdhbged out.

2.1 Definition of English Gender

Hockett defines the tertimguistic genderas “a system of noun classification reflected
in the behaviour of associated words” (quoted imb@tt 1991, 1). In other words, the
most important element of linguistic gender is ¢cdeed to be agreement (concord),
“or systematic and predictable covariance betwesenaantic or formal property of one
grammatical form and a formal property of anoth@urzan 2003, 13). This definition
completely corresponds with the scope of our reseanhich is, basically, an agreement
between an indefinite pronoun referring to a hutm@ing and its anaphoric pronoun.
Curzan comments on the role of gender in langupgetding out that gender is

not fundamental to language. She based this statasnenorks by Ibrahim who

describes gender as a secondary grammatical cgt@gor one that is not vital to
the proper functioning of the language), or, lessurally, as an ‘unessential
category, which serves no useful purpose that dabecserved by some other
means’; unlike other secondary grammatical categasuch as tense and number,
linguistic gender is a category with no ‘authentelation’ to conceptual
categories (Curzan 2003, 16).

Biber et al. agree with this statement saying thatcategory of gender is not as
important in English as in other languages. Thegyarthat gender is connected with the
sex of the referent, which is reflected in corefgigd singular personal pronouns and its
corresponding possessive and reflexive forms (1999;312).

Corbett argues that in linguistics, two types ehder systems can be classified,
grammatical (formal systems) and semantic (stechantic systems) gender (1991, 7-

8). The former distinguishes from the latter by dgmassignment of nouns which



depends on formal criteria, such as word-structdegivation and inflection), or sound-
structure and not on the semantic meaning of no@umversely, semantic gender
follows semantic assignment rules and thus genéleroans is determined by their
meaning. However, it can be stated that also imé&brsystems whose gender
assignment is influenced by morphology and phonglttere is a semantic core, which
means that all gender systems are semantic to satant, nevertheless, only in some
systems gender assignment is principally dependenieaning (Corbett, quoted in
Curzan 2003, 16).

As far as the English language is concerned, genfler system [is] based on
semantic criteria” (Corbett 1991, 12). English itigtiishes three classes of gender —
masculine lge) for male humans, femininelfg for female humans and neutér) for
anything else. Biber et al. distinguish also dwider which they classify as one of the
main gender classes and demonstrate this dual gemdehe examples such as
journalist, or the doctor where a coreferential pronoun can be eitexor he (1999,
312).

2.2 Gender-neutral Language

Gender-neutral language (or gender-fair language;sexist language) can be basically
defined as language tending to avoid all words ethrior gender, either male or
female, when a word with unknown or unspecifieddggns meant. The terigender-
neutral can be taken into consideration only in conneciwith parts of speech in which
gender can be recognised as the grammatical cgtegorbett points out that English
has a pronominal gender system because genderecaecbgnised only in personal,
reflexive and possessive pronouns (1991, 12).

2.3 Current Question

The usage of gender-neutral language is almost seape today because the
contemporary society perceives men and women tegpel, which has led to many
changes in the English language. Crystal arguésithenany countries, there is now an
awareness, which was lacking a generation agohefway in which language can
reflect and help to maintain social attitudes tagamen and women” (2006, 313). He

goes even further saying that language which usesrale perspective on the world



supports sexual discrimination and makes the rbl@amen in society less important.
Discussions of this topic include opinions thathmag concerning gender in the English
language should be changed but, in my view, langshguld be flexible and it should
reflect the social and political changes which havisen during centuries and when
writers must look for constructions to avoid a agrtgrammatical feature, such a
change is apparently demanded.

In the past, the masculine gender of nouns andoprts was used for both sexes,
male as well as female. This rule is still suppbriyy one part of the speakers of
English; however, another part calls for creatidntle gender-neutral language.
Regarding a part of public which does not wantefplace the generic masculine, they
believe thathe can includeshe Frank adds that he is tired “of the ignorancehofse
who insist that the wordnan applies only to males. My dictionary has several
definitions [of the wordmar], of which the first two are: 1) human being, @ers.2)
the human race” (quoted in Martyna 1980, 485).

On the other hand Seifert argues that “in simplays, a genderless noun like
customerwould be referred to by masculine pronouns.... Teemeone noticed that
this linguistic practice reinforces our stereotyfean all-male worldHe never has and
never will call to mind the picture of a woman..."9@2, 34). This quotation is the clear
summary of the gender problem which has ariserodiay’'s linguistics and explains
why nouns without the specific gender (e.g. studean no longer be followed by an
exclusively masculine pronoun, which originally lemed men as well as women. The
statements presented above are two basic conwtadidpinions occurring in the
contemporary society, both of them having supporgiammar books, as it will be
proved later.

The confusion in a reference to a noun with un$ipelcor unknown gender and
the absence of strict rules have caused that wérchexamples resulting in ambiguous
texts which are difficult to understand. The foliagy example (1) was published in the
Albuquerque JournglFebruary 19, 1976):

(1) Following a head injury, havéhe patientlie down and remain completely quiet
no matter howshe feels. Havehim do this even thoughe acts all right and
insists that you leavieer alone. Keephe patientflat onhis back (or face down if

he's vomiting) ifher face is gray, blue, or pal¢Nilsen 1984, 152)



The author of this statement was probably followtiimg recommendation to be gender-
neutral alternating between masculine and femipno@ouns. Consequently, the text is
confusing, so readers may have difficulties to usidad it and Nilsen accuses the text
of being inconsistent (153).

Another interesting phenomenon can be found irmgi@ (2) which illustrates
treating a genderless noun as feminine and refatdy a generic feminine.

(2) Show me personwho isn’'t concerned (at least a little) witler weight, exercise,
and ‘flab’, and I'll show you a man(Tavris, C. “Women Who Exercise ‘Too
Much™, 1987, Vogue, quoted in Meyers 1990, 228)

The reason why example (2) employs the genericriemican be partly influenced by
the topic which is typically, but not solely, femalMeyers argues that this example
shows how “inadequate any gender-linked pronoumsisa vehicle for gender-free
meaning” (228).

This statement clarifies the point of the requééstkanges. It is not desirable to
add a feminine pronoun to a masculine pronoun haset will together refer to a noun
with undetermined gender and make thus men and wamehe same level because it
is not a war of sexes, as it might have been asguie aim from the linguistic point
of view is to substitute any gender-specific refiee by gender-neutral, being not
masculine as well as not feminine, and make thepgexectly understandable and not
confusing.

To summarise the two basic attitudes towards émegc pronoun it can be stated
that:

The students’ claim: the generic masculine is fastibiguous and discriminatory.
The linguists’ claim: it is simply a feature of gmenar, unrelated to the issue of
sex discrimination. The students’ response: it @arthan a feature of grammar,
but a factor which both reflects and maintains etatisexism. (Martyna 1980,
483)

This quotation reveals the core of the problem iaipoints out an interesting question,
whether it is possible to analyse such a grammafigzdure only from the linguistic

point of view, without considering the social cofiteas many linguists argue. This
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attitude can be therefore the centre of the dispatause the opponents argue that it is
not possible to ignore trends in the present-daiesp

2.3.1 Changes towards Gender Equality in the English Larape

The results of callings for changes in the gendertnal language can be partly seen in
lexicology where some gender-neutral nouns sulstittouns with gender that implies
rather masculine connotations, suchcaairmanwas substituted bghairperson or
salesmanby sales assistantetc. However, it cannot be said that a new rukeciv
converts the gender-specific nouns into the gendatral ones has been made.
Conversely, gender stereotyping still occurs is fleld which was proved by Newman,
a linguist who conducted one of the most comprakergtudies of generic usage, who
found out that that for examptioctor is still treated as predominantly masculine while
nurseas feminine (quoted in Curzan 2003, 81).

This topic of a personal dual gender of noungeaated by Quirk et al. who say
that when it is desirable to specify the sex of geeson a gender marker suchnzale
student/female studeshould be added (1985, 315). However, they imntelgiaadd
that whether the gender marker will be put in froh& noun or not depends on the fact
if the noun is perceived as largely male or femtilesa nurse buta male nurseexists
as well asan engineerbuta woman engineef316). There are no strict rules for such
gender distinction and the problem goes back atpathe social situation because, as
Quirk et al. imply, it is important whether speakerssociate the noun with men or
women and thus the ‘atypical’ gender of such a n&hwuld be specified by the gender
marker added to the noun. This change became airad975, when the Sex
Discrimination Act in Britain was introduced and myajob titles and the associated
language had to be changed (Crystal 2006, 314).

All these examples illustrate that from the leXxogical point of view, language
has been undergoing gradual but significant chafges gender-specific to gender-
neutral language. Nevertheless, more complicatetsn without a clear conclusion
and with many conflicting opinions remains in tiedd of pronouns which is, therefore,

the main focus of this thesis.



2.4 Definition of English Gender-neutral Third Person Sngular Pronoun

To make discussions about a gender-neutral prookaam, it is essential to explain the
terminology used in this thesis. The gender-neyrahour is a pronoun that does not
refer either to women or men, i.e. it is not coriedcwith any gender. As far as all
English personal pronouns are concerned, the geadaost marked in the following
pronouns:l, you (singular and plural)jt, we, they,so they can be all used with
antecedents of any sex. It follows that the onlglish personal pronouns which are
marked for gender are the third person singulanquas.

This thesis focuses on the third person singulanguns and it may be objected
that one of themi,t, is not linked with any gender and therefore it raeeur
requirements for the gender-neutral third persamgudar pronoun. However, this
pronoun has to be excluded from our research becius a nonpersonal pronoun
which means that it refers only to inanimate sujeend inhuman beings, or, its
exceptional use is connected with referring to éalfQuirk et al. 1985, 316), but this
study is going to focus only on the third persamgsiar pronouns referring to people.
Other third person singular pronouhs and she evidently bear signs of the specific
gender.

Therefore, it can be argued that English lacks gbeder-neutral third person
singular pronoun whose function has been perforragdgeneriche in the past
centuries, but the problem arose a few decadesvago its correctness started to be
doubted.

! The termsepicenecommon-gendesex-fair or gender unmarkegronoun can be found in literature for

the same phenomenon.



3  Generic Pronoun

The chapter on generic pronoun is going to focusamnssue of a pronoun which is
generally understood as embodying any gender, osahse includes also subjects not
having their gender either known or determined.

The first subchapter is going to introduce basieg of the generic pronoun usage
and it should also reveal the progress of opiniemghe generic pronoun in the last
decades. The second subchapter is going to focubeodevelopment of the generic
pronoun in the history of the English language bheeasome of the historical findings

can be very important for our further research.

3.1 Grammar Books Guidelines

All the rules introduced in this subchapter haveirtlsupport in grammar books and

they will therefore provide a basis for our resbarc

3.1.1 Generic He

As it was already mentioned in the previous chaeglish grammar books used to
say that “the masculine pronouns and possessiwesiqrally employed for persons
without regard to sex wherever the antecedent hagereral indefinite meaning”
(Curme 1947, 221). Thus, it has usually happened #m indefinite subject was
followed by a masculine reference which, howevers wot meant to include only men

but also women, as in example (3):

(3) Everyonewas very polite and kind to her becatrsselt sorry for her.
(Jochnowitz 1982, 198)

This sentence comes from 1940 edition of Marganethéll’'s Gone with the Windnd
in this case, the third person masculine pronbamefers to the indefinite pronoun
everyonehaving the function of the subject. Both of thpsenounsgveryoneas well as
he, include every person regardless of the sex, nameh as well as women, and thus
we can talk about the generic masculine pronougeausa

Quirk et al. in theirA Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language
published in 1985 agree with this rule saying thdbrmal usage the pronoune as the
unmarked form should be employed in sentences wviipecified or unknown gender,

as shown in example (4).



(4) Everyonethinkshe has the answefQuirk et al. 1985, 770)

3.1.2Singular They

However, Quirk et al. make their statement compbgteaying that in informal English

it is the pronourthey that is used as a third person singular pronoterrieg to a
subject with an unspecified gender (1985, 770).yTdwplain the choice of this pronoun
as “a convenient means of avoiding the dilemma kdreto use thée or sheform”,
and they add that even though such a tendency sekanly in informal English in the
past, it has appeared also in formal usage recepiticularly in American English
(770). Quirk et al. demonstrate this rule on thikoWwing examples where the third
person plural form of personal, possessive an@éxei pronouns is coreferential with
the indefinite pronouns. Example (5) (a) is therefihe counterpart to sentence (4) and

is used predominantly in informal language.

(5) (a)Everyonethinkstheyhave the answe(Quirk et al. 1985, 770)
(b) Hasanybod/ broughttheir camera?Quirk et al. 1985, 770)
(c) No onecould have blamethemselvedor that. (Quirk et al. 1985, 770)

While Quirk et al. make differences between forraadl informal usage of a suitable
gender-neutral third person singular pronoun kegfiie masculine generic still as the
correct form used in formal English, Hewings in Wdvanced Grammar in Use
published in 2005 does not distinguish between &rand informal English. He
illustrates the problem of the missing gender-radutiird person singular pronoun on
the example of reflexive pronouns arguing that “eqmeople uséhemselveso refer to
the person who is the subject of the sentenceydad ssaying whether the subject is

male or female” (2005, 120). He demonstrates thigyple on example (6):
(6) Whowants to go through life ihemselveswithout friends72005, 120)
Also Biber et al. comment on dated usage of masegeneric which does not

meet the needs of today’s society and suggestsiefuplural pronoutheyinstead.
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(7) A: Not everybody usekeir indicat- indicator.
B: Theydon't use their indicators any more.
A: Notheydon’t. (CONV)(Biber et al. 1999, 316)

NeverthelessThe Chicago Manual of Sty(@010) argues that “althougheyandtheir
have become common in formal usage, neither isideresl acceptable in formal
writing, so unless you are given guidelines todbetrary, do not use them in a singular
sense” (CMS 5.227).

3.1.3Generic She

The use of generic feminine can be found in Engksits very rarely. Speakers usually
employ this form if the topic is typically femalé when it is intended for solely female
audience. Huddleston and Pullum argue that therevaters who alternate betwebke
andsheusing “one pronoun as anaphoricth@e speakeand the other as anaphoric to
the addressé€e(2002, 493). They also add that generic feminia® be used “in a
context where the relevance of the general statensents applicability to some

particular female” (493).

3.1.4 Generic One

It can be objected that there already exists a geneutral third person singular
pronoun that have not been mentioned here yet,lmiBicepresented by the pronoun

one lIts indefiniteness and gender neutrality candsssn example (8) below.

(8) Oneshould choosene’sfriends carefully(Quirk et al. 1985, 770)

In this case (8), the possessive case of the proooe’s is coreferential with the
indefinite pronounone and does not show any signs of gender specifitatidhich
would meet all requirements for the gender-neutinadd person singular pronoun.
However, there is a difference in the use of thenpunone because unlike the third
person personal pronounsne “cannot be used as an anaphor to another NP”
(Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 427), which can be atestrated on the following

example.
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(9) *A politician shouldn’t takeoneselftoo seriously(Huddleston and Pullum 2002,
427)

Example (9) shows the grammatically incorrect secdewhere the reflexive pronoun
oneselfcannot be taken as referential to the noun plagsmditician.

Besides, Crystal explains the impropriety of thenounonesaying that it is not a
“natural-sounding option [becausajeis considered very formal” (2006, 314). As far
as the reference to gender-neutral pronouns iseenad, Quirk et al. (1985, 770) argue
that American English would rather employ the méaseureference after indefinite
pronouns, as it can be illustrated in example (@0¢re the pronounnewas used for

this purpose.

(10) Oneshould chooskis friends carefully(Quirk et al. 1985, 770)

Therefore, it can be concluded that the indefimtenounong even though it is
considered the gender-neutral pronoun, does ndhélgap in English grammar made

by the missing gender-neutral third person singptanoun.

3.1.5Conclusion

It can be noticed that opinions on a correct gemaeitral third person singular pronoun
has undergone a significant development and thengrwities between these
grammatical guidelines, as seen in examples (3)aid (6) above, may be arguably
caused by the time when these grammar books wélesiped. Curme’s statement was
issued in 1947 when society widely accepted a raéted attitude to the world,
while Hewings’ Advanced Grammar in Us&as published in the period of on-going
social fight for male and female equality, whichynze the reason why he already
employs purely gender-neutral reference expresgéeijpronourihey.

In the middle of these opinions, Quirk et al. prdastheir 1985 guideline
establishindhe for formal language anttheyfor informal. Regarding the point made by
Quirk et al. arguing that the usage of the pronthtyas the gender-neutral third person
singular pronoun has penetrated into formal usdgenterican English, it could have
been expected that the important changes will stagppear in the country where a

campaign for men and women equality and againssaryal bias in language began.
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One would expect that some progress towards tharesl attitude towards the
issue of gender bias has been made during thé&Q@agears, however, the situation is
still without the strict rules or even recommendas. The Chicago Manual of Style

(2010) avoids the clear solution of this issue rsgyi

On the one hand, it is unacceptable to a great mgagonable readers to use the
generic masculine pronoun. ... On the other hand ithacceptable to a great
many readers (often different readers) either sonteto non-traditional gimmicks
to avoid the generic masculine (by usimg/sheor s/he for example) or to use
they as a kind of singular pronoun. Either way, crddipiis lost with some
readers. (CMS 5.222)

It seems that, according to CMS, it is not possiblénd a satisfactory solution of the
gender bias in the third person singular pronoust thould completely solve the
problem.

The opposing rules introduced above which havé thepport in the English
grammar books, provide a basis for our discussidie choice of the correct gender-
neutral third person singular pronoun. The follogveubchapter is going to focus on the
correctness of sentences where the plural prortbeyis employed with indefinite

antecedents, which is a controversial issue ingoteday linguistics.

3.2 Discussion on Grammatical Correctness of SingularThey Referring to

Indefinite Pronouns

3.2.1 Objections to Correctness of Singular They Usage

This subchapter is going to present opinions chgifeg the use of singulathey
employed with indefinite pronouns. The opinions bardivided into three main groups:

prescriptive, grammatical and sociolinguistic argumts.

3.2.1.1 Discussion on Prescriptive Rules

As already suggested in the previous chapters,igfnglammar books do not take the
clear attitude towards the choice of the correictitherson singular pronoun referring to

indefinite pronouns. The present-day situationhest the usage of singuléiney after
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indefinite pronouns is restricted to informal wrdi and speech, while in formal style
the masculine reference persists.

As far as the indefinite pronouns are concernathterts agrees with the general
rule that the indefinite pronouns should be folloviy the singular masculine, however
he also adds that in the case e¥éryoneor everybodynotional plurality rather than the
strict singular form is likely to dictate the redace” (quoted in Jochnowitz 1982, 198).
Lamberts, in other words, chooses one of the indefpronouns using the concept of
notional plurality as a distinguishing feature andkes the recommendation saying that
even though the indefinite pronouageryoneandeverybodyare followed by a singular
verb, they refer to more than one person and tbexef is possible to refer to them by
plural pronouns (198). This principle is known agional concord and it is defined as
“agreement of verb with subject according to théamof number rather than with the
actual presence of the grammatical marker forb&ion” (Quirk et al. 1985, 757). This
agreement is further reflected also in the choicgronouns. Nevertheless, this method
cannot be employed with other indefinite pronourecanse notional plurality is
inapplicable to the indefinitemnyoneandanybody someoneandsomebodyor no one

andnobody

3.2.1.2 Grammatical Discussion

The general rule which appears in almost each oektlsays that pronouns and their
antecedents must agree in number. The suitabifitthe pronounthey used as the
gender-neutral third person singular pronoun isy veften attacked by “traditional
grammarians [who] will complain that this is inaeect usage” (Doyle quoted in
Paterson 2011, 175) arguing that the plural pronsislates number concord
(agreement) between antecedent and pronoun. Tledinitd pronouns are considered
singular and must be therefore followed by singwarbs to meet the subject-verb
concord. In other words, the problem is when susingular subject is followed by a
singular verb but it is referred to by a plural moan, as the following example

suggests.

(11) Hasanyone forgottettheir briefcaseJochnowitz 1982, 198)

[ 1t |

singular plural
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Example (11) graphically illustrates that one seo¢eelement treats the subject as
singular (conjugation of the verrave while another sentence element refers to the
same subject by the plural form (the prondueir). Such pronoun was obviously
chosen to avoid the gender specification of thgestitbhowever, from the syntactical
point of view, this construction is incorrect vibfeg the number concord.

In this case we can speak of the use of singhky, as the plural pronoun is
treated as semantically singular expressing reéerém a single person without the sex
specification. However, singuldéineyis considered singular only semantically but from
the morphological and syntactic point of view illdtehaves as the plural form, as it
can be seen in example (12) taken from the Corp@ontemporary American English
(further referred to as COCA).

(12) If anyone knows how to do it, theydon't know how to do it accurately.
[COCA:2004:NEWS SanFrancisco]

This example shows that while in the first sentetiee indefinite pronoumnyoneis
followed by the singular verb, in the second secgesingularthey standing for the
singular indefinite pronouanyoneis treated as the plural being followed by therallu
form of the verb. In other words, the problem iattthe same subjeanyoneis once
referred to by the singular verb and later by thegb verb because it is further replaced
by singulartheytaken syntactically as the plural. The explanabbithis fact given by
Huddleston and Pullum is as follows:

The extension [of the plural pronouhey] to a singular sense has not been
reflected in subject-verb agreement, just as tlséohcal extension ofou from
plural to singular (replacinthou) did not have any effect on the form of the verb
(2002, 494).

However, such disharmony between the antecedentitangronoun gives cause for
wide criticism of the theory of singuléineyas the gender-neutral third personal singular
pronoun which is therefore considered incorrectamtéiguous.

Going back to example (11), one more remark cabeoignored. As far as the
noun phraseheir briefcasels concerned, it raises the question of distrilutamber,

which means whether to use the singular or plucainnafter the possessive pronoun.
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Quirk et al. argue that “while the distributive @uis the norm, the distributive singular
may also be used to focus on individual instanéés.therefore often have a number
choice” (1985, 768). They add the following examiplelemonstrate this principle:

(13) The students raised thdiand(s) (768)

It follows that both of the variantgheir briefcaseas well astheir briefcases are

possible to use.

3.2.1.3 Sociolinguistic Discussion

The starting point for discussions about the staetgender-neutral third person singular
pronoun was a sociological change. However, eveagh women have the same rights
as men today, some critics argue that it does ana lany effect on linguistics and they
still support the masculine pronoun in the roletlo¢ generic pronoun. In 1971 a
theology class of Harvard tried to avoid sexistglaage in their debates, which was

criticized by the linguistics faculty of Harvard bye following words:

The fact that the masculine is the unmarked gemdéinglish ... is simply a
feature of grammar. It is unlikely to be an impedimto change in the patterns of
the sexual division of labor towards which our stgimay wish to evolve. There
is really no cause for anxiety or pronoun-envy lo@ part of those seeking such
changes. (Martyna 1980, 483)

Many critics strictly refuse the use of singulaey,as Buckley who even says that
“those who issue guidelines for nonsexist languagevant us to validate improper

usage. Anyone who uses a singutay should not be hired as a professional writer
(quoted in Martyna 1980, 487).

3.2.2 Arguments for Correctness of Singular They Usage

On the contrary, many linguists take oppositetiaté and defend the use of

singulartheyafter indefinite pronouns.
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3.2.2.1 Discussion on Prescriptive Rules

Huddleston and Pullum argue that singubeey “fills a gap in the gender system of the
core personal pronouns by virtue of being neusabasex” (2002, 426) and can be used
with indefinite antecedents, as seen in exampla)(Ifhey even mention that in some
dialects singulathey has a special reflexive pronotimemself and therefore we can

come across similar statements as it can be sestample (14b).

(14) (a) Everyonepromised to behawhemselves

(b) Someonehas lockedhemselfin the attic.

Analysing the reflexive pronouhemselfit can be said that it is a mixture of the plural
pronoun in objective caghemand the endingself used for singular number only. It
follows that whilethemselveds morphologically plural, its counterpattiemselfis
morphologically marked as singular. The morpholatjjcsingularthemselfis not used
in example (14a) becausgeryondas notionally plural and implies plural numbertee
morphologically plurathemselvess employed (426). Examples of the morphologically
singularthemselican be found in the English language from the $@&f@l this form can
be considered satisfying the number concord, howegementioned above, this rather
unique reflexive pronoun is used sporadically, omysome dialects. Nevertheless,
Huddleston and Pullum suggest that it is probal the use of the morphologically
singularthemselfwill expand with the increasing usagetbéy as a singular pronoun
(494).

The support of the substitution of the masculirepun for the singulaheydid
not appear as late as in 2002 when Huddleston alidn® published their grammar
book but the first opinions have arisen as earlynathe 2° half of the 28 century.
Mentioning again the definition made by Curme sgyihat the antecedents with a
general indefinite meaning should be followed bg thasculine pronouns, it must be
added that Watkins, Dillingham and Matrtin in themactical English Handbook1978)
argue that “the use of a singular pronoun to refea singular antecedent is sometimes
awkward” (quoted in Jochnowitz 1982, 198). They dastrate the awkwardness on

example (15) below.

(15) Everybodycheered. | was pleased to hdmm. (1982, 198)
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To avoid such clumsy reference, the handbook pesvigs with the alternative saying
that pleased to hear themvould be satisfactory in informal usage, but neraktive is

suggested to be used in formal language (199)s luritoward that the handbook
considers the usage of the grammatical guidelinenaand but is not able to offer any

acceptable variation how to substitute this featufermal English.

3.2.2.2 Grammatical Discussion

Jochnowitz examining the correctness of plural pums employed with indefinite
antecedents found out in his study that the prontbeyis not marked for number
(1982, 201-2). He established this conclusion oe tse of they in passive
constructions. Jochnowitz investigated agentlesssipa constructions searching for
unspecified arguments which are according to Lakgyaand Munro underlying
subjects of agentless passives. An unspecified@@gtis a real subject or object that is
implied but is semantically presented in the sezggnuoted in Jochnowitz 1982, 201).
Jochnowitz argues that this unspecified argumdntiwis the underlying subject
of passive sentences is represented by the thesdvhich is the same as the indefinite

they Therefore, he came to the following conclusion:

Although plural at the surface level because itdentical in form with third-
person plural pronoun, it is unmarked for numbethie deep structure. This very
they is the correct pronoun with indefinite antecedertslefinite they and
agentless passiubeyare the same word, in both form and meaning (1262;
202).

3.2.2.3 Sociolinguistic Discussion

The Chicago Manual of Style argues that “usimgg his,and him as a common-sex
pronoun is now widely considered sexist” (CMS 5.349wever, it does not provide us
with the clear statement what the alternativetisnly mentions that “a good writer can
usually recast the sentence to eliminate the needny personal pronoun at all” (5.34).
Many linguists argue that singuldreyis the best alternative “avoiding the traditional
use ofheas the unmarked form when the sex is not deterrif@@airk 1985, 342).

Even though Jochnowitz introduced the opinion tim&t pronounthey can be

freely used after indefinite pronouns, the batdéneen the use dfe andtheyafter the
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indefinite pronouns persists. However, the sliglegdpmination of the plural pronoun
can be seen in a survey conducted by Langendoerfaghsed on the use of referents
to indefinite antecedents in tag questions. Theigmf respondents consisted of forty-
six high school and junior high school teacher&glish who were asked to complete
the given sentences with appropriate tag questwom, one of the sentences was
Everyone likes meThe survey revealed that thirty-four respondatitsse as the tag
questionDon’t they?while only twelve respondeBoesn’t he?(quoted in Jochnowitz
1982, 199)

This survey suggests that even though some grarbows still argue that the
only possible form employed after indefinite pronsuin formal English is the
masculine, the teachers themselves who should beeanf this rule prefer singuléniey
reference to the singular masculine. The same tread noticed in media, more
specifically Lawson argues that “plural pronounghwgingular antecedents can be heard
any day of the week on the august BBC” (1980, 129).

3.2.3Conclusion

The subchapter dealing with the grammatical cone=sg of the plural pronoun referring
to the indefinite antecedents has shown two differgews. The syntactic analysis
revealed that the plural form violates the numbencord and therefore it can be
considered incorrect. However, the opposing vievuldied that the pronoutheyis not
marked for number and therefore it can occur atsthe position of the referential
pronoun to all indefinite pronouns.

The use of the plural form with indefinite anteertican be undoubtedly accepted
in the case of the indefinitesseryoneand everybodywhich are notionally plural and
can be therefore referred to by the plural proneuen though it requires a singular
verb). This tendency was consequently proved bysilvwey made by Langendoen
revealing the preference for the plural pronoun.

The perfectly grammatically correct pronoli@is nowadays perceived as lacing
neutrality and is very often substituted by therglldiorm. It can be therefore argued that
the use of the plural form has increased desptedtrectness, which is in dispute, and

can be found also in formal English representethbgia or teachers of English.
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3.3 Historical Background to Generic Pronoun

To analyse the topic of a gender-neutral third @ersingular pronoun properly, it is
essential to present a development of the genesizopin in the English language from
the historical point of view.

As it was already mentioned above, the generiagun was in the past centuries
exclusively represented by the masculine pronleerHowever, this statement can be
considered to be true only partially because logkirio the distant past, the function of
the general pronoun appearing after nouns or pranoeuth unspecified gender was
performed also by other pronouns than just by tilasauline pronoute. Jochnowitz
found the first mention (c. 1530) of the worVerybodyin the Oxford English
Dictionary in the following example (16):

(16) Everye bodyavas intheyrlodgynges(Jochnowitz 1982, 199)

In this example it can be noticed that in th& téntury, the plural possessive pronoun
their was used as the reference to the indefinite proeearybodyAnother definition
from the OED comments on the historical shift by saying thate“gplural pronouns
their, them, themselvewere formerly in general use on account of thedefiniteness

of gender, but now this is considered ungrammdt{(cgloted in Jochnowitz 1982, 199).
This evidence is the basis of statements of mamguists who argue that singuldwey

is the only correct possibility how to solve thelaof the gender-neutral third person
singular pronoun in English, but this ‘solutionolates grammatical rules (see chapter
2.1.1).

The singulathey had been considered the widely approved gramnhdéature
until 1794, when Lindley Murray published Higlish Grammamhich was the first
grammar book challenging the correctness of thgusamthey Murray argued that the
pronounthey violates the concord in number because it refera gngular noun or
pronoun; he classified it as incorrect and suggettat the pronouhe should be used
instead (Curzan 2003, 59). This suggestion was naadgle in the half of the 19
century when an Act of Parliament passed a lawbbskeng he instead othe or shen
order to make the language used in Acts of Parimdsigorter (59).

Conversely, Newman (quoted in Curzan 2003, 57sdu#t agree that Murray
established the generic masculine and he pointghatiepicendae is not the invention

of the 18" century and while explaining the origin of the gea masculine, hgoes
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even more into the past arguing that the pronbenn the function of the gender-
unmarked reference arose earlier than in th® déntury and he sets the usage of
generichein the times of Chaucer. This is followed by Curzeho even argues that the
evidence of the masculine generic should be date# to the era when Beowulf was
written (2003, 59).

Curzan carried out an extensive research basddetsinki Corpus focusing on
the generic pronouns from the historical point ieiwand she found out that in Middle
English, there are discrepancies in the generioquo usage because the generally used
masculine pronoun sometimes altered with the famimne, as it is illustrated on the
following examples fronAncrene Wissea 13" century guide for anchoresses (67). The
examples describe two different genders of refaremallowing the masculine

antecedentbhwa se(whoever). The first one is the following:

(17) iheren ich segge. fanwa sespeked ham; nika nawt ancre(quoted in Curzan
2003, 67)

‘| say “heard,” for whoeverspeaks thensheis not an anchoress.’

In example (17) it can be noticed that the gendenarked antecedenthoeveris
followed by the generic feminine referensbke which is then in concord with the
feminine nounanchoress The author thus decided to use rather feminineeige
instead of masculine generic (.hgis not an anchorite This is arguably caused by the
nature of audience which is expected to be ratleenirfine, namely the sisters.
However, this statement is challenged by the falhgwexample (18) where the same
author addresses the same audience but in thisheasses the masculine generic to

follow the same gender unmarked pronaoever(67).

(18) Hwa seis siker of sucurs [dtim schal cume sone. &t tah uphis castel tohis

wideriwines; swidde is to edwiter{Curzan 2003, 67).

‘Whoeveris certain of help that will come tam soon, and yet brought ughis
castle tohis enemies, much e to be reproached.’
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To make the demonstration of the generic pronoagaién the 18 century complete,
one more example must follow. It is again an extfimmm Ancrene Wissélustrating a
usage of masculine as well as feminine anaphoranquns which refer to an
unspecified, i.e. generic person. In the followam@mple (19), the speaker talks about
backbiting (Curzan 2003, 68).

(19) weila he seid wa is me pe oder hedhabbed swuch word icaht ... pt is muchel

sorhe. for i feole oder pinige oder heds swide to herien.(Curzan 2003, 68).

“’Oh dear,” he [the backbiter] says, “Woe is to ¢hone thahe or shehas caught
such talk...that is a great sorrow, for in many otivays he or sheis greatly to

”m

be praised.

In this example (19) it can be noticed that thekbder is referred to by the masculine
pronounhe even though it can be also a woman, while the miatif backbiting is

referred to by both masculine and feminine prondugiag in the juxtaposition. Curzan
concludes that the masculine pronouns were notidenesl as inevitably generic at this
period, and that authors sometimes used such adonstruction to make clear that

either sex is referred to (68).

3.3.1Conclusion

It can be argued that in early Middle English aagenperson (a person of unspecified
gender) is usually referred to by masculine proso{@urzan 2003, 67). However, the
deeper analysis of the #Zentury text reveals that in Middle English therere no
clear rules establishing the masculivesas the generic pronoun and consequently many
exceptional situations arose. Such situations vekmmonstrated on the text called
Ancrene Wissdn one of the situations, the choice of a suéadhaphoric reference is
influenced by an expected audience, as in exaniglg where the author uses purely
feminine anaphoric pronouns. In some parts of #meestext highly masculine language
is used to include both genders as in example ék),even the third different form of
the generic pronoun can be noticed in the samewvibgh the author feels the need to
express explicitly that his speech is intended ddher sex and thus he uses the
expressiorne or shg19).
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Based on these findings it can be concluded that dtatus of the generic
masculine being a gender-neutral pronoun was mictlgtfollowed in Middle English
however the generic usage of such a pronoun peglvailer pronouns of other genders.
Such finding coming from the survey into histori€adglish serves as our basis because
it is necessary to stress the fact that the coctstrune or sheor the generic feminine is
not a product of the 21century society but it has its origin in a deeptdry of the

English language.
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4  Guidelines to Use Gender-neutral Language

As the preceding chapters suggest, the choice batf@minine and masculine gender
iIs sometimes disputable, hence many linguists reoema various ways how to behave
in situations requiring the gender-neutral langualges chapter is going to introduce
such suggestions and present specific examplagdimg various opinions on the usage.
The principle is to find a desirable solution awogl or substituting the problematic
parts, specifically the generic masculine whichn@ considered purely unmarked

nowadays, for gender non-specific constructions.

4.1 Rephrasing the sentences

One of the methods suggested for avoiding the gespific language is to rewrite the
sentences. The point of the recommendation isaaaall the gender marked pronouns,
masculine as well as feminine, and substitute tf@rany words not marked for gender
and, when necessary, rephrase the sentence.

As far as words not marked for gender are conckthe basic way how to avoid
such words is to employ genderless determinertheafollowing example suggests:

(20) (a)The speaker must constantly monitgs listener to check that assumptidmes
Is making are shared assumptions.
(b) The speaker must constantly monitthre listener and check that the

assumptionshe speakers making are sharedQuirk et al. 1985, 343)

In example (20) it can be noticed that the gendarked possessive pronours was
substituted by the definite artidllee In the case of personal pronouns, it is advistble
use a noun phrase instead of the gender markedyomaand, consequently, to rephrase
the sentence if required.

Another recommendation points out that only thpetson singular pronouns are
marked for gender and, therefore, there is a watge of other pronouns that can refer
to antecedents of both sexes, such ag, my, mine, we, us, our, ours, you, your, your
it, its, they, them, theigndtheirs Some of them can be used instead of the thirsoper
singular pronoun, as example (21) illustrates.
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(21) (a)We will regard each other as individuaBveryonewill plan his own lessons,
selecthis own text, and teadhis own course.
(b) We will regard each other as individuals e plan ourown lessons, select

our own texts, and teaabur own courseg(Nilsen 1984, 154)

Nilsen points out that restructuring the sentemomfthe third person singular into first
person plural pronoun point of view makes the text only sex-fair but also more
consistent” (154). On the other hand it cannotdgeied that sentences (21) (a) and (b)
are totally synonymous because the change of pranoaused the shift in style and
thus sentence (b) can be considered to be clogketstyle of spoken language, which
is the result of using first person pronouns (154).

Another method dealing with substitution of genaterked pronouns is the use of

relative pronouns, as in example (22).

(22) (a) You can't help a kid tlieisn’t there to hear you.
(b) You can’t help a kidthoisn’t there to hear youNilsen 1984, 154)

Another technique avoiding gender-specific thirdspa singular pronoun recommends

using the imperative mood as in the following ex&mp

(23) (a)A lifeguard must keep a close watch over childréalarhe is monitoring the
pool.
(b) A lifeguard must keep a close watch over childréeamonitoring the pool.
(CMS 5.225)

All the methods mentioned above have a commonieatiniey aim to omit any gender-
specific pronoun, not only to substitute it by ander-neutral pronoun, as it will be

shown in the following subchapters.

4.2 Singular They

Another recommendation for the gender neutral laggusays to use the singular
pronounthey. The correctness of the singular they in the rdlgender-neutral third
person singular pronoun has been discussed inl detahapter 3.2. Regardless the
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matter of correctness of the singuthey, it must be mentioned that the usage of this
pronoun is a suitable method how to avoid the $jgation of the gender and does not
require any changes in the structure of a sentétueadleston and Pullum demonstrate

the usage on example (24).

(24) A friend of mine has asked me to go over and ht#ipm with an assignment.
(2002, 493)

The question of the sex of the friend remains uwansd even though the speaker
definitely knows whether the friend is male or féenaut he avoids this information.
Huddleston and Pullum discuss the possibility te asomposite forrhe or shen this
case but they refuse this construction saying‘thator sheandhe/shewould generally
be avoided as too formal in style and as makingittention to conceal the sex to
obvious” (494).

However, this method still challenges the gramoaitorrectness so Huddleston
and Pullum push the avoidance strategy even fugthérwith the intention to make the
sentences grammatically perfect they recommendjwsiplural antecedent as shown in

example (25).

(25) (a)Buta journalist should not be forced to revealkir sources.
(b) Butjournalists should not be forced to revehkeir sources(2002, 495)

As far as indefinite pronouns, which are the mtoous of this thesis, are
concerned, the similar strategy is very often ewgdoas demonstrated on examples
(26) and (27).

(26) (a) Everyonethinkstheyhave the answer.
(b) All of them thinkthey have the answe(Quirk et al. 1985, 770)

(27) (a) Hasanybodybroughttheir camera?
(b) Haveany of youbroughtyour camera?Quirk et al. 1985, 770)

This solution seems to be the best alternativdhéogender specific pronouns. Nilsen

argues that “in most cases if the referent coulditteer male or female, then in the deep

26



structure of the sentence the referent is plurd®8@, 155). So the surface structure
matches the deep structure and therefore changwtade sentence structure from
singular to plural without any changes in word orde definitely very comfortable

solution.

4.3 Dual Pronouns

The use of disjunctive coordinatitve or sheor other coordinated pronoun forms, such
as he/she (s)he or s/heis another device how to meet requirements forfaex
language. These constructions are very commonrmablanguage but it cannot be
argued that they do not appear in informal Engishll (Huddleston and Pullum 2002,
493). However, all the authors of the grammar bogksted in this thesis regard the
dual pronouns as clumsy or cumbersome, especidiignwthese constructions are
repeated and when speaking about reflexive pronotthgldleston and Pullum
demonstrate this device on example (28) and théyt it that it is of questionable

grammaticality.

(28) Everyoneagreed thahe or sheshould applyhim- or herselfwithout delay to the
task whichhe or shehad been assigne(002, 493)

Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written Languagedioites the corpus research on
occurrence of dual gender reference. This reseawdals that the dual pronouns are

used rather sporadically and they appear predortynaracademic style (see Table 1).

Table 1 Distribution of dual pronouns (occurrenceger million words)

CONV FIC NEWS ACAD
he or she 0-5 0-5 0-5 30
him or her | 0-5 0-5 0-5 10
his or her 0-5 0-5 10 40
he/she 0-5 0-5 0-5 10

Source: Biber et al. 1999, 317.

It can be argued that academic style should beotigethat is politically correct and

strictly follows recommendations to avoid gendeasbilts awareness of the need of
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gender-neutral language is proved by the highesuroence of the sex-fair dual

pronouns. Biber et al. add that the dual pronoums fhas the exactness which is
closely connected with academic style and evendioation in general is very usual in

these writings. On the other hand what excludesdbvice from news and other styles
Is its length and clumsiness (317).

As far as the coordinated pronoun forms (he/stdne( s/he) are concerned, it
must be mentioned that this solution is restrictety to written texts as the spoken
language is not able to distinguish these formstheamore, these forms do not have
any corresponding spoken objective or possessivesf@Quirk et al. 1985, 343).

Nilsen argues that the dual pronouns should bd asethe last option or only
when they emphasise something or contribute teebetderstanding. According to
Nilsen’s words, the use of dual pronouns *“goesirsganatural leanings towards
efficiency” because English tends to use shoreastof long forms of words, which
can be seen on the examples suclwsinstead ofomnibus taxi or cab instead of
taximeter cabriole(1984, 155). To conclude, the dual pronouns usagkes the text
more precise and sex-fair, on the other hand ituds the systematic approach to
shortening of long words, which makes the text niyneamic and speeds up the flow
of communication so typical for English. Howevestylistically, this device is usually

awkward or even stilted, but if used sparinglyahde functional” (CMS 5.46).

4.4 Gender-neutral One

The indefinite pronoun one should not be omittemmfrthis list because it satisfies all
the requirements for the gender-neutral pronoun iartths also the corresponding
reflexive, possessive and objective forms. The gtamf generioneis the following:

(29) One does not wish to repeaneselfunduly and the reader is referred to other
parts of this book(Biber et al. 1999, 354)

The case of the gender-neutral indefinite pronona has been discussed in chapter
3.1.4. Biber et al. add that geneoige appears mainly in the written register, especially
in fiction and academic style and the reason why iitot used in spoken form is that it

is perceived as non-casual and an impersonal optioch does not have the personal
overtones associated with the personal pronour9(1¥81, 353-355).
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45 Conclusion

The aim of this chapter was to introduce the maiggsstions how to respect the
principle of gender-neutral language. Besides #mmmendations mentioned above,
there exist many minor opinions, like a suggestmalternate between genehe and
genericshe or to use non-persondl suggested by Rutherford arguing that “maybe
‘everyone...it" is the best logical choice, considgrihat the subject and pronoun ought
to agree in number and gender” (quoted in Baroril 188), or to create a new gender-
neutral third person singular pronoun which willehall the requirements. The first
suggestion for the new gender-neutral pronoun apgea literature as early as in 1884
and since then various forms have been createdgexamplehiser, en, thon hi and
many others (87 — 96).
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5 Research Introduction

The research on the issue of the missing genddrahéhird person singular pronoun in
the English language will be demonstrated on tree aaf reflexive pronouns which
refer, and thus reveal their gender, to indefipitenouns. | decided to use this method
of research because other pronouns (e.g. personabssessive) which appear after
indefinite pronouns occur in both corpora in verghhnumbers, and such extensive
research would go beyond this study (e.g. the toiahber of occurrences of personal
pronouns appearing after all eight indefinite pram®in the COCA is 38,689).

As far as the indefinite pronouns are concerrtad,necessary to specify this term
in more detail. The study will focus on compoundruns, i.e. the pronouns that are
“composed of two morphemes, viz a determiner marghevery; some; any- or no-,
and a nominal morphemene, -bodypr —thing (Quirk et al. 1985, 376). Quirk et al.
divide the compound indefinite pronouns into thiofeing table:

Table 2 Compound Pronouns

PERSONAL REFERENCE NONPERSONAL REFERENCE
UNIVERSAL everybody everyone everything
ASSERTIVE somebody someone something
NON-ASSERTIVE anybody  anyone anything
NEGATIVE nobody no one nothing

Source: Quirk et al. 1985, 377.

The research will deal with compound pronouns \pihsonal reference, and the
variants with both nominal morphemesne and —body will be concerned, which
means that for each of the eight compound pronannsdependent corpus query will

be made.

5.1 Hypothesis

Before stating a hypothesis, the aim of the thglsmild be summarised. The thesis tries
to find out what the most frequent reflexive pronaaferring to indefinite pronouns is.
It is expected that there will be a competitioetvieen the masculine

reflexive pronourhimselfand the morphologically plural reflexive pronotnemselves
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with the slight predominance of the generic maseulOn the contrary, despite the fact
of the present-day equality of men and women thee$d number of occurrences is
expected in dual pronouihgmself or herselbecause of its clumsiness.

It is also possible that the choice of the refeatmreflexive pronoun will be
influenced by registers, the generic masculine @red dual pronoun is expected in

formal English while informal English will arguablyse the singulaheyreference.
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6 Methodology

As mentioned above, the results were obtained loydifferent methods — the corpus
research and the questionnaire research. Thisahwvis reflected in the structure of this

chapter.

6.1 Corpus Research

6.1.1 Presentation of Corpora Used

The research will be based on data obtained fromsBrand American corpora, more
specifically fromTheBritish National Corpu¢BNC) andThe Corpus of Contemporary
American EnglisfCOCA).

To introduce the corpora,The British National Corpuss a 100 million word
collection of samples of written and spoken languégm a wide range of sources,
designed to represent a wide cross-section ofdBriinglish from the later part of the
20th century, both spoken and writttnThe written part comprises 90%, while the
spoken part 10% of the BNC.

As far asThe Corpus of Contemporary American Engilsttoncerned, it is “the
largest freely-available corpus of English, and tmdy large and balanced corpus of
American English. The corpus was created by Mark/i€a of Brigham Young
University... [and it] contains more than 450 milligrords” with 90 million words of

spoken and 335 million words of written Engfish

6.1.2 Collecting Data

For access to corpus data | used the BYU intenfdtdeh enables us to search for any
query in the BNC as well as in the COCA.

6.1.2.1 BNC

To make the query in the BNC via the BYU interfatgut the specific indefinite
pronoun into the search line and asked for angxefé pronoun [pnx*] (in the BNC

basic (C5) tagset) to follow this indefinite promg@as you can see in Figure 1.

2 http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/corpus/index.xml
2 http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/
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Figure 1 Screenshot of the search string in the BNC

DISPLAY [ ]
© 15T O cHART O [kwic] © COMPARE
SEARCH STRING B
WORD(S) |everybody
COLLOCATES [pnx+] 0v 9 -
POS LIST m
e :
[ 1] A .
SPOKEN I SPOKEN I
FICTION FICTION
MAGAZINE MAGAZINE
NEWSPAPER NEWSPAPER
NON-ACAD S NON-ACAD S
SORTING [FREQUENCY =]
MInNTMUM [FrREQUENCY =] [l [10
£ HITS FREQ 100  KWIC 100 o
GROUP BY WORDS v
DISPLAY RAW FREQ  +
SAVE LISTS ~ NO -

This method was used for all indefinite pronounslygsed, specificallyeveryone,
everybody, someone, somebody, anyone, anybodpenaabodyAll the pronouns can
be found in the corpora also in the form with hyplfee. no-one some-body which
was also searched and the results can be fourablestbelow. However, the search
revealed all reflexive pronouns so it was neces8aryur further research to choose

only those which were in the third person, as shiowfigure 2.

Figure 2 Selection of the relevant reflexive pronous (BNC)

-BNC: BRITISH NATIONAL CORPUS

MILLION WORDS, 1980s-1993

SEE CONTEXT: CLICK ON WORD OR SELECT WORDS + [CONTEXT]

2 [ - EACH$OTHER 19
4 7 . MYSELF 8
5 [El ' ONE$ANOTHER 6
6 [ .@ ; 4
7 ] - YOURSELF 4
8 @ ' YOURSELVES 2
9 ] ' OURSELVES 1
10 ] ITSELF 1
11 ] . 1
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Finishing this procedure, | started to sort thengpi@s manually because the corpus is
not able to provide us solely with examples wherefexive pronoun is coreferential

with an indefinite pronoun.

6.1.2.2 COCA

The same process was made in the COCA with tHerelifce in the tag for
reflexive pronouns because the COCA uses diffesagget (UCREL CLAWS7 Tagset)
and thus the tag [ppx*] was used instead, as fltesd in Figure 3.

Figure 3 Screenshot of the search string in the COL

CORPUS OF CONTEMPO

425 MILLTION WORDS, 1950~

DISPELAY ]
@ 15T O cHART O [ewic]| O cOMPARE
SEARCH STRING. B
WORD(S) | snvbody| ]
COLLOCATES  [ppx*] P £

HEERIIE ﬁrron,‘li‘éléL -

[ seance | [ reser B

SPOKEN SPOKEN |—|
FICTION FICTION

MAGAZINE MAGAZINE
NEWSPAPER NEWSPAPER
ACADEMIC iy ACADEMIC W,

‘.—:::c-i RTING AND LIMITS
SORTING IFREQUENC"{'
MINIMUM [FrREQUENCY [+ (] [10

The tag [ppx*] includes all singular and plural lexive pronouns, however the
reflexive indefinite pronounoneselfwas not included so | made the new query
searching exclusively for this pronoun. The tagxfdrwas used in this case, as you can

see in Figure 4.
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Figure 4 Screenshot of the individual search for iéexive oneself(COCA)

CORPUS OF CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN ENGLISH

450 MILLION WORDS, 1990-2012

DISPLAY 1 'J | SEE CONTEXT: CLICK ON WORD OR SELECT WORDS + [CONTEXT]
@ ust Oouer Ofe) Ocovess | <o
[searcrsing i [ i OMESELF

WORD(S) [anyone |
COLLOCATES [anx1) 0 |9 - !
PES ST “select- =

RESET. | E‘
— . . :
H T - | F AT - | |

lSF'OKEN : SPOKEN |
FICTION FICTION b
MAGAZINE MAGAZINE -
ACADEMIC | ACADEMIC il
e e -'If | SECTION: NO LIMITS
SORTING AND I o .
SORTING [FREQUENCY =) CLICK FOR MORE CONTEXT ] 23| saveusT | cHoose &3]
MINIMUM | FREQUENCY - 1o 1E3 (2011 FIC _Anunodes |A|BC _shamest blade, but what including oneself if not ca

Ml n [manmlers [ amimana.. alele e ettt s bccic i b anbe e

6.2 Questionnaire Research

The second part of the research will be based @stounnaires distributed to native
speakers of English. The aim of the questionnasearch is to describe up-to-date
changes in the use of the gender neutral thirdopessigular pronoun and to find out if

there is a difference in its usage by various dogioal groups (men vs. women,

educated vs. uneducated, young vs. old peoplek fijpe of research was chosen to
complete the corpus research with sociological edtech undoubtedly influence the

choice of the pronoun. It is also possible to d® sbciolinguistic research in corpora,
e.g. in Xaira, the software used for searchinghm British National Corpus, however

this corpus does not include data from th& @ntury essential for our research.

6.2.1 Creation of Questionnaires

The gquestionnaire focuses on the use of the garaléral reflexive pronoun referring
to indefinite pronouns but it also compares diffees between individual indefinite
pronouns (everybody vs. nobody) as well as betwherpairs of indefinite pronouns
themselves (e.g. someone vs. somebody). The goeatre itself consists of two types
of questions, open ended questions (part A) wheseandents insert their own answers,
and scaled questions (part B) where they arrangeitren answers according to their
preference.

As far as the part A is concerned, it does novigerespondents with any option

in order to make them answer the questions spootshe without thinking about the
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given possibilities. Conversely, the aim of thetfis to compare the options to each
other and to choose the best one or ones, as angst can put more options on the

same level. Therefore, the results will also rewvdath option is the least preferred.

Figure 5 Example of the open ended questions in s@n A of the questionnaire

A. OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS

Complete the sentences with your own reflexive pronoun. Choose only one (the most
preferred) option.

1) A couple was already seated at table twenty-one when Mac and Sam
reached it. Everyone introduced with first names as Mac
seated Sam.

2) It is terrible that someone who is acquitted must then pay to defend
again in a civil suit.

Figure 6 Example of the scale question in section & the questionnaire

B. SCALED QUESTIONS

For each sentence, arrange the given reflexive pronouns according to your preference
from 1 -4, 1 for an unacceptable option, 4 for the most acceptable option. You can
put two or more options on the same level, which means to use the same number
(e_g. 3) for more options.

1) When the ceremony was over, the big blanket was hung at the doorway
and all the family belongings were moved inside. Food was brought in
and everyone ate and enjoyed

not 2 the most

accaptable acceptable
himself
themselves
herself

himself or herself
themself
oneself

none of the above
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As Figure 6 shows, every example was followed k®yes options and
respondents were asked to assign the number otrprefe to each option. As
mentioned above, it was possible to assign the gaeierence to two or more options.

The next section in the scale questions part amtsets of two sentences of the
same context differing only in the indefinite pramo(i.e. contrastive pairs). The aim of
this part is to find out whether there is a diffese in e.g—oneand—bodycompounds.
The last section of the questionnaire tries to foud the difference in formal and
informal language (the questionnaire is attachefippendix 1).

For the purposes of the questionnaire researelBMC and the COCA provided
me with example sentences tested in the questienmsl examples were used with the

context to eliminate possible misunderstandindnefdituation.

6.2.2 Distribution of Questionnaires

Questionnaires were distributed to native spea&éisnglish. A special website was
created for this purpose, which means that | skatwebsite address to potential
respondents to fill in the questionnaire. For tieppses of this research, my contacts
and the contacts of people from my surroundings whited the United Kingdom were
used. It is expected that the largest group ofaedents addressed will come from the
University of Durham, where | studied under thedamas programme.
The target group is restricted to native speakarsy other restrictions on

respondents’ knowledge or qualities are not impdsazhuse it is necessary to address

wide range of native speakers of various age graesand education.

6.2.3 Evaluation of Questionnaires

The questionnaire was filled in by 16 respondentgyse characteristics can be seen in
Appendix 2. Their responses were collected onlind their results are analysed in
Chapter 8.2. Each section of the questionnaire seguon some issue and the

questionnaire analysis in Chapter 8.2 reflectsdhission.
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7 Corpus Results

This technical chapter is going to present dataiobtl from the corpus research whose
procedure is described in detail in Chapter 6.% fdsults will be structured according
to the corpora used for the research into two sepaubchapters.

Before providing any detailed data from the indial corpora, it must be
mentioned that | went through 3,606 examples, §ipalty 615 tokens in the BNC and
2,991 in the COCA. It can be noticed that the COfAtains more examples than the
BNC, which can be influenced by volume of the carpas the COCA is bigger than the
BNC (450 million words in the COCA compared to 1®@dlion words in the BNC).
Unlike the BNC, the COCA is updated regularly saenpresent-date data can be found
in this corpus, which means that it is more suédbl our research than the BNC. The
last update of the COCA was completed in June 20d2he data were collected before
this update.

7.1 BNC

The data derived from the BNC for individual indetie pronouns can be seen in tables
3 — 6 below. All the tables provide us with the ki all reflexive pronouns which
follow the indefinite pronouns, the number of theccurrence and the number of
relevant examples. The relevant examples meet égairement of reference of the
reflexive pronoun to the indefinite pronoun. Théeston of relevant examples was the
most time-consuming process of the research, Asagathe tokens in the BNC are
concerned, only 263 out of 615 tokens were refeak®3%) and used for the further
research. The following tables 3 - 6 provide a ganeverview of the indefinite

pronouns and their referential pronouns.

Table 3 Everyonevs. everybody(list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the

BNC)
Everyone Everybody
Referential | Number | Relevant | Referential Number Relevant
pronoun of tokens | tokens pronoun of tokens tokens
themselves 67 47 themselves 36 28
himself 45 12 himself 11 4
herself 10 0 herself 4 0
himself or 0 0 himself or 1 1
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herself

59 33
92

herself

TOTAL*

It follows from Table 3 that both from the pair ohiversal indefinite pronouns
(everyoneandeverybody are the most often referred to by the same riedegronoun —
the third person plurathemselvesExample (30) presents the use of the reflexive

pronounthemselveseferring to indefinite pronouns.

(30) I think this is something which everybody has tokwaut forthemselves[BNC:
KRG: S_brdcast_discussn]

The next of the most often references is the masshimself however the dominance

of themselvess evident. Example dfimselfreference can be seen below.

(31) Everyone has to learn to defehimnself.[BNC: B28: W_non_ac_polit_law_edu]

It was found out the feminine pronounerself does not refer to indefinite pronouns
everyoneand everybodyin the BNC at all. One occurrence was found fa thual
pronounhimself or herseJfwhich cannot be regarded as the representatimpleaThe

example of this dual pronoun can be seen below.

(32) “Everybody who callhimself or herselfa Christian must now rally to the side of
Christ and defend Him, not only with their rosaresd prayers but by protesting
in a public and persistent manner against this filfiBNC: A6C: W_misc]

Table 4 Someonevs. somebody(list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the
BNC)

Someone Somebody
Referential | Number | Relevant | Referential | Number Relevant
pronoun | of tokens | tokens pronoun of tokens tokens
themselves 36 19 themselves 23 18
himself 87 41 himself 6 1

* Total of relevant examples
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herself 37 7 herself 3 0
himself or himself or
herself 2 2 herself 1 1
oneself 6 4 oneself 0
themself 4 2 themself 1 1
75 21
TOTAL
96

Table 4 suggests, there is a difference in theresf@al pronoun of the indefinite
pronounsomeonendsomebodyWhile someoneorefers generic masculinepmebody
takes more often singuldhey as its coreferential pronoun. The following exaespl
demonstrate the use of minority reflexive pronoyins. herself, himself or herself,

oneself, thems@lemployed with indefinite pronouns.

(33) The cake | had eaten (thoughtfully, and in the tsp&it) had been meant for
someone no longer able to make cakenanself.[BNC:AC7: W_fict_prose]

The choice of the feminine reference could havenbefluenced by the fact that a

narrator is a woman, and also by the stereotygentbanen usually make cakes.

(34) For example, someone who has a problem with alcomay find himself or
herselfthinking progressively more during the day abda dpportunity to drink
in the eveninglBNC: G3D: W_non_ac_soc_science]

(35) It's only a thought, but is it possible that thersm® who threw the carton of
orange juice and 50p piece at Morrissey at the Madn (Madness, not
Morrissey) gig was not some National Front yob Botmeone who felt that
draping oneselfin a Union Jack -- still, like it or not, a symbof racism -- is
itself racist?[BNC:CHB: W_pop_lore]

(36) She said Paula asked her " how could someone llaegself? [BNC:K41:

W_newsp_other_report]

® Both examples come from the same source.
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Table 5 Anyone vs. anybody (list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the
BNC)

Anyone Anybody
Referential [ Number | Relevant | Referential Number Relevant
pronoun | of tokens | tokens pronoun of tokens tokens
themselves 47 29 themselves 15 9
himself 64 20 himself 15 2
herself 30 2 herself 7 0
himself or himself or
herself 1 1 herself 0 0
oneself 1 0 oneself 0 0
52 11
TOTAL
63

Table 5 reveals that both indefinite pronouns préfemselveso masculine reference
which, however, appears also in relatively highueal (total of 22 occurrences
compared to 38 occurrencestbémselves The feminine reference as well as the dual
reference is rarely used, not speaking of the eeteloneselfwhich is not used at all.

It should be also noticed that no other reflexprenouns tharthemselvesand
himself refer to indefinite pronouranybody Again, the minority examples of the

reflexive pronounsimself or herselandherselfcan be found below.

(37) Unfortunately, anyone can describenself or herselfas a homoeopatiBNC:
FT2: W_ac_medicine]

(38) Grants may also be made to retired members of tee@e administrative staff
where appropriate. Anyone wishing to apply for argrfor herselfor anyone else
should write to the Treasurer, All requests willdmnsidered by the Committee in
confidence[BNC: J2B: W_misc]
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Table 6 No onevs.nobody(list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in th&NC)

No one (no-on€) Nobody
Referential | Number | Relevant | Referential [ Number Relevant
pronoun | of tokens | tokens pronoun of tokens tokens
themselves 2(1) 0 (0) themselves 16 9
himself 2 (5) 1(0) himself 12 2
herself 03 0 herself 13 0
theirselves 0 0 theirselves 1 0
1 11
TOTAL
12

Table 6 shows the minimal usage of the negativefinde pronouns with slight
preference of masculine reference-ane and singularthey preference in- body
However, the low numbers of occurrence do not allesv to make responsible

conclusions. The examples below show some of thiesees suitable for our analysis.

(39) Good diction can still be heard occasionally, paniarly on Radio 3, so that no
one who wishes to improvemself need lack exemplars; yet many people are
content  to mumble and fumble their  words.[BNC:FRA:

W_non_ac_polit_law_edu]

(40) Nobody putthemselvesout to help me in any way at all, but | made[BNC:
AT4: W_fict_prose]

7.1.1Conclusion

The tables above reveal that the main competiidretween the masculine and singular
theyreference. Other references (feminine, dual proaghemselfoneself etc.) do not
play a significant role, which can be caused algdhle corpus itself because it can be
argued that the corpus is dated for the purposesdéribing the current development of
the gender-neutral pronoun. This is the reason whywill use also the up-to-date
COCA to prove the hypothesis.

® 9 tokens were found for different spelling of ihdefinite pronoun (with the hyphen, i®o-ond. The

number of occurrences of reflexive pronouns refigrtono-oneis presented in brackets.
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As far as the differences between compounds ameand—bodyare concerned,
the conclusion is that the former is used mainlthwihe masculine pronouns while the
latter with the singulatheyreference. Such contrast can be caused by diffezgisters
these compounds are used in (for detailed anabfsisgisters see Chapter 8.1). This

phenomenon will be examined also in the COCA atef la the text also the registers
will be tested.

7.2 COCA

It is expected that the research in the COCA wvelhnlore extensive, as it contains more
words and it includes up-to-date data.

As mentioned in Chapter 7, the total amount oketakin the COCA was 2,991
but only 1,197 examples (40%) were relevant forregearch. The following tables 7
- 10 present the results of the corpus research.

Table 7 Everyonevs. everybody(list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the
COCA)

Everyone Everybody
Referential Nur(?fber Relevant % Referential | Number | Relevant %
pronoun tokens pronoun | of tokens| tokens
tokens
himself 190 43 19.55| himself 85 19 13.97
themselves| 236 159 72.27| themselves 137 111 81.62
herself 97 4 1.82 herself 23 0 0.00
himself or himself or
herself 6 6 2.73 herself 1 1 0.74
him or him or
herself 3 3 1.36 herself 0 0 0.00
oneself 2 2 0.91 oneself 2 0 0.00
themself 1 1 0.45 themself 2 2 1.47
them-selves 1 1 0.45 | them-selvep 0 0 0.00
theirself 1 1 0.45 theirself 1 1 0.74
hisself 1 0 0.00 hisself 1 0 0.00
theyself 0 0 0.00 theyself 2 2 1.47
220 100.0 136 100.0
TOTAL
356

Table 7 shows that botbvery-compounds prefer the singultrey reference to the
masculine reference. The same finding was discadvals® in the BNC which confirms
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the statement made in the theoretical part of thesis saying that the indefinite
pronounseveryoneandeverybodyare perceived as notionally plural and therefomsyt
take the singulatheyreference.

Although the singulatheyreference dominates the table, the masculineeneder
iIs not insignificant, nevertheless other reflexp®nouns appear in very low values.
The following examples show the use of two frequefiexive pronouns themselves

andhimself

(41) And it's the chance for everybody to practice howwrbtectthemselvesluring an
earthquake[COCA: 2011: SPOK: NPR_TalkNation]

(42) Everybody askdimself, “What will happen to us?”[COCA: 2008: ACAD:
GeorgiaHisQ]

Table 8 Someonevs. somebody(list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the
COCA)

Someone (Some-one) Somebody
Referential Nur;wfber Relevant % Referential [ Number | Relevant %
pronoun tokens pronoun | of tokens| tokens
tokens
himself | 374 (1y | 193 (1) | 53.04 himself 96 43 44.79
themselves 169 108 29.67| themselves 62 46 47.92
herself 151 37 10.16 herself 24 3 3.13
himself or 12 12 3.30 himself or 5 5 208
herself herself
him or 5 5 | 1.37| hisself 1 0 0.00
herself
oneself 16 7 1.92 oneself 0 0 0.00
themself 2 2 056 | themself 3 2 2.08
365 |100.0 9  1100.0
TOTAL 761

It follows from Table 8 that while the compoundHanehas the masculine referent, the
compound in-body prefers the singulaihey, although the difference betwebimself
andthemselvess minimal. This finding corresponds to the datsamed from the BNC.

" One occurrence of the generic masculine was famrtide indefinite pronoun written with the hyphen,

i.e.some-onge
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In the case ofomeongit can be noticed that a relatively high numldef ¢ccurrences)
of dual pronouns appeared in the COCA. Example Edws the use of this dual

pronoun.

(43) | suppose it might matter, maybe not, as how miobdowas there, a speck of
blood, if someone simply culemself or herselfand it's a minor injury, as
opposed to, you know, a more substantial amounbladd? [COCA: 2008:
SPOK: Fox_Susteren]

The following examples present the usage of miporéflexive pronounsherself,

oneself, themself.

(44) This was nothing put-on or showy. It wasn't somessgng toherself “Let's
devise a lesson in prayer far these kiq€OCA: 2000: MAG: USCatholic]

(45) In a fighting situation, someone has to get huithex oneselfor the other guy.
[COCA: 2007: FIC: KenyonRevV]

(46) Is it possible that someone could injgbemselfin the femoral artery in the
groin? [COCA: 2008: SPOK: NBC_Dateline]

Table 9 Anyone vs. anybody (list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the
COCA)

Anyone Anybody
Referential Nur;cber Relevant o Referential [ Number | Relevant o
pronoun tokens 0 pronoun | of tokens| tokens 0
tokens
himself 241 80 48.19] himself 83 19 25.68
themselves 149 65 39.16| themselves 79 50 67.57
herself 99 8 4.82 herself 22 2 2.70
himself or 4 4 241 himself or 1 1 135
herself herself
him or him or
herself 7 [ 4.22 herself 0 0 0.00
oneself 3 0 0.00 oneself 0 0 0.00
themself 2 2 1.20 | themself 0 0 0.00
theirself 0 0.00 theirself 1 1 1.35
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hisself 1 0 0.00 hisself 1 0 0.00
theirselves 0 0 0.00 | theirselveg 1 1 1.35
166 100.0 74 100.0
TOTAL
240

Table 9reveals again the dominance of the masculine eefen the pronour-oneand the
singulartheydominance ir-body It can be also noticed that various ungrammatioadpounds
appeared in the resultthéirself, theirselves, hissgliowever their occurrence is so marginal
that we cannot make any conclusions.

Again, the examples of minority reflexive pronowas be found below.

(47) “I've never seen anyone so addqarselfto city life.” [COCA: 1994 FIC: BkJuv:
MillersCrossing]

(48) A core tenet of our mission is that anyone whaosdath or herselfa Muslim is a
Muslim.[COCA: 2006: NEWS: CSMonitor]

(49) He stipulated in his will that anyone able to prahemselfto be his widow or
child would be entitled to fifty dollarfCOCA: 1998: MAG: AmHeritage]

Table 10 No one vs. nobody (list and occurrences of reflexive pronouns in the
COCA)

No one (No- ong Nobody
Referential Nurcr:fber Relevant % Referential | Number | Relevant %
pronoun |\ e tokens pronoun | of tokens| tokens
himself 199 (1)| 32 (1) | 36.36 himself 70 17 33.34
themselves 123 49 55.68| themselves 51 26 50.98
herself 100 1 1.14 herself 22 3 5.88
himself or 1 1 114 himself or 0 0 0.00
herself herself
nerselrt | 4 | 4 | 45| newer | ° 0 | 000
oneself 2 0 0.00 oneself 0 0 0.00
themself 0 0 0.00 | themself 3 2 3.92
theirself 0 0 0.00 theirself 3 2 3.92
theyself 0 0 0.00 theyself 1 1 1.96
theirselves 0 0 0.00 | theirselves 1 0 0.00
him-self 1 1 1.14 him-self 0 0 0.00

46



89 100.0 51 100.0
140

TOTAL

Table 10 provides us with the conclusion that maimpounds take the singuldweyas
their reference. Even though the masculine pronewneeds the singulathey
occurrence, most of the examples were not refedentih the given indefinite pronoun.
This is also the case of the feminine referenceclwig, despite the number of examples

found, very low.

(50) No one has permittedim- or herselfto be taken in by rumor§COCA: 2007:
FIC: VirginiaQReV]

(51) “Nobody would willingly letherself be beaten the way she ha$COCA: 2010:
FIC: Bk: VenomElemental]

In this case, the choice of the feminine reflexpr®noun is influenced by context
because the narrator is speaking about a womaredver, also the stereotype might be

important in this sentence because it is a womemiw/hsually beaten, not a man.

(52) You know, | don't think nobody would ctdiemselfa hero, being in the house.
[COCA: 1993: SPOK: ABC_20/20]

One occurrence was found for the indefinite pronoanone(written with the hyphen
followed by a gap). This sentence is demonstrate@xample (53). As far as the
reflexive pronounsio-oneandno-body(written with the hyphen) are concerned, these
forms exist in the COCA, however they are not faka by any reflexive pronoun.

(53) No- onewho calledhimselfa falconer would die quietly until he had huntedhwi
a Gyrfalcon![COCA:2011:FIC: Framework]

7.2.1Conclusion

Tables 7 - 10 based on the COCA data bring usg@dmclusion that the compounds in

every-and no- prefer the singulathey reference. In the case sbme-and any- the
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preferred reference differs with respect to the pheme—oneand—body The former
takes the masculine reference while the lattesihgularthey.

We can also notice the higher occurrence of tred dronouns than in the BNC
(47 dual pronouns in the COCA in comparison witldt®l pronouns in the BNC),
which is probably caused by datedness of the BNEaume the dual pronouns are
features of present-day English.

As far as the reflexive pronoumneselfis concerned, it can be argued that its
occurrence is very rare. In the COCA 12 examplesh pronoun were found all
appearing in compounds withone while pronouns in-body did not show any
reference with the reflexiveneself

It can be also noticed that there is a differefeween the numbers of
occurrences of the pairs of indefinite pronounsiéelves. Compounds #oneappear
generally in higher numbers than compounds-idyin both corpora. Quirk et al.
comment on the pairs of pronouns with personalreefee saying that they “are
equivalent in function and meaning but the pronoimsone are regarded as more
elegant than those mbody (1985, 376-378). They also deal with the frequené
compound pronounany- every; andsome-based on data from the LOB and Brown
corpora of printed BrE and AmE and the resultspaesented in Table 11.

Table 11 Frequencies of compound pronouns witany-, every; and some-

BrE AmE
anybody 32 42
anyone 141 140
everybody 33 72
everyone 106 94
somebody 27 57
someone 117 94

Source: Quirk et al. 1985, 378.

The table reveals that in British as well as inekitan English, the compounds-ane
are preferred to their counterparts ending-loody This fact was proved also in this
research.
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8 Data Analysis

8.1 Corpus Research

This chapter is going to provide us with an analydithe examples obtained from the
research in the BNC and the COCA. The structurthisfchapter reflects the structure
of the theoretical part of this thesis so it wil divided into several sections according
to the gender of the reflexive pronoun.

8.1.1 Generic Masculine (himself)

As it was noticed in the previous chapter, the genmasculine was one of two
frequent reflexive pronouns referring to indefinppeonouns (together with singular
they). For my research | chose only examples which aionthe reflexive pronoun

himselfreferring to indefinite pronoun. The following talshows the occurrence of the
generic masculine in the BNC as well as in the COB#éth corpora contain also the
indefinite pronouns written with the hyphen (esgery-body, no-oneand two tokens

with the generic masculine from the COCA were $ldafor the research so the

following table includes also the results of theskefinite pronouns.

Table 12 Number of tokens of the reflexive pronouhimselfin the corpora

HIMSELF BNC cocA
-one -body -one -body

every 12 4 43 19
every? 0 0 0 0
some 41 1 193 43
some- 0 0 1 0
any 20 2 80 19
any- 0 0 0 0
no 2 32 17
no- 0 0 1 0

Total 83 448

8 Indefinite pronouns in the form with the hyphere(ievery-one, every-body, some-one, some-body,

any-one, any-body, no-one, no-body).
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Table 12 reveals that the reflexive prondumselfappears more often as the referent to
indefinite pronouns ending ikronethan in pronouns ending Hbody. As far as the
determiner morphemes are concerned, the higheseé \al occurrences was found in
some(in both corpora). Comparing British and Ameridamglish, it can be argued that
the generic masculine referring to indefinite pram® occurs more often in American
English (frequency of 100 tokens per 100 milliorréin the COCA and 83 tokens per
100 million words in the BNC).

The following examples (54) - (61) demonstrate uke of the generic masculine

himselfreferring to all eight indefinite pronouns.

(54) This is the question whiawveryoneought to askimself, and the only question --
are we as a nation in a better position to prosedbe war as a consequence of it
than we would have been by any other arrangemefBRC: EWL:
W_ac_humanities_arts]

(55) All these are caused by the too-rapid change ofesp@ndeverybodis caring
abouthimself. [COCA: 2000: ACAD: Asian Affairs]

(56) In the final analysis, ifomeonewishes to injurdnimself it's almost impossible to
prevent[BNC: KRM: S_brdcast_news]

(57) If you are of such limited ability that all you cdo is dress yourself, then there's
somebodyout there who can't dredsimself and can use your heldCOCA:

1994: NEWS Denver]

(58) This is an entirely unregulated industnyone can callhimself an agent and
poof, he is an ageMiCOCA: 2009: ACAD: Writer]

(59) If anybodykills himself, he will get attention, 1 will kill myself, themt | will get
attention.[BNC: CEE: W_biography]

In this example it can be seen that a speaker cdhesmasculine reference, even though

the speaker was a woman.
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(60) This is not a choice that | ever mad¥ onewould ever choose this foimself.
[COCA: 2005: SPOK: NPR_Science]
On the other hand, this speech was given by a mpéaker who preferred the

masculine reference.

(61) Another amputee saysNbbodycan preparehimself for that.” [COCA: 2005:
MAG: MotherJones]

All the examples above show that the context isdgemeutral which means that no

specific gender is implied or meant. In these caélsesnasculine pronoun was used in

general reference for a person of any gender.

Table 13 Proportion of the spoken and written formof the generic masculine in a

sample of all 531 tokens from both corpora (frequecy per 1 million words)

HIMSELF BNC cocA
Spoken Written Spoken Written
3 tokens 71 tokens 59 tokens 291 tokeps
-one 0.per1l |0.7¢%per1| 0.6 per1 | 0.8€“per1
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words mil. words
2 tokens 7 tokens 32 tokens 66 tokens
-body 0.Zper1 mil.| 0.0¢per1l 0.3€per 1l 0.2Cper1l
words mil. words | mil. words mil. words
5 tokens 78 tokens 91 tokens 357 tokeps
TOTAL O5perlmil. 087perl| 1.0lperl 1.07 per 1
words mil. words | mil. words mil. words

° To get the frequency of the spoken form per liomillvords, the number was divided by 10 in the BNC

19 To get the frequency of the written form per 1limil words, the number was divided by 90 in the
BNC

1 To get the frequency of the spoken form per liomillwords, the number was divided by 90 in the
COCA

1270 get the frequency of the written form per 1limil words, the number was divided by 335 in the
COCA
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Table 13 shows that the generic masculine is ussdbminantly in the written form in
both corpora. It can be also noticed that it appeaainly in American English than in
British English (the frequency of 1.01 in spokem dn07 in written American English
compared to the frequency of 0.5 in spoken and h8xritten British English). The
table also suggests that both registers are doeuirmst the compounds #one

8.1.2 Singular They (themselves, themself)

As mentioned in the theoretical part, singutaey is semantically gender-neutral
pronoun very often used as the third person simguianoun despite its grammatical
plural features. Two forms of this pronoun can lenid in the corpora so this
subchapter will be divided into two sections acaaydio the forms of the reflexive
pronoun -themselveandthemself

8.1.2.1 Themselves

This subchapter provides a detailed overview ofréfierential pronouthemselvesThe
process of searching has been already describédeirChapter 6.1, however, it is
necessary to add that all the indefinite pronouasevanalysed also in the form with the
hyphen (e.g. no-one, every-body) because all ofethferms can be found in the
corpora. Nevertheless, none of the examples founddcbe used in this research
because the examples did not contain any refeteatlexive pronouns so these results
are not included in the following table. Table lrhegents the occurrences of the
reflexive pronourthemselvesbtained from the corpora.

Table 14 Number of tokens of the reflexive pronouthemselvesn the corpora

BNC COCA
THEMSELVES
-one -body -one -body

every a7 28 159 111
some 19 18 108 46

any 29 9 65 50

no 0 9 49 26
Total 159 614
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Table 14 shows the relatively high numbers of omnwee of the reflexive pronoun
themselveswhich refers to indefinite pronouns. In comparisaith the generic
masculine, it can be argued that the reflexive puorthemselvess used more often
than the generic masculine (the prondbhemselvesxceeds the pronoummself by
37% in the COCA and by 92% in the BAfC

As far as the difference between American andidBriEnglish is concerned, the
difference in the size of the corpora must be takea consideration so it can be
concluded that the BNC contains more examples @fréfiexive pronourthemselves
referring to the indefinite pronouns than the CO@#®quency of 159 tokens per 100
million words in the BNC compared to 137 tokens @g&0 million words in the
COCA).

The table also reveals that the reflexive pronthemselvess preferred with the
indefinite pronoun ending ionethan in—bodyin both corpora. The highest number of
occurrences of the reflexive pronotimemselvesan be noticed with the indefinite
pronoun beginning ievery; while very low values appear imo- compounds, however
this result can be influenced by total number afupences of the particular indefinite
pronouns (e.g. the indefinite pronougveryone appears in both corpora more
frequently).

Examples (62) - (69) represent the sentencesb$eiifar the research, having the
reflexive pronourthemselveseferring to the antecedent (indefinite pronoutgr each
indefinite pronoun one example was chosen to st the use of the reflexive

pronoun. plural

singular

v |

(62) And while almoséveryonen America thinks athemselvesas middle

cdass, income disparities are wide and getting wid€OCA: 2010: SPOK:
NPR_TalkNation]

3 1n the COCA, 448 occurrences ltimselfand 614 occurrences tifemselvesan be found (614/448 =
1.37 = 37%).
In the BNC, 83 occurrences bimselfand 159 occurrences tifemselvesan be found (159/83 = 1.92
= 92%).
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This example shows the relationship between thgesubnd the verb on the one hand

(treated as singular), and the subject and itsreef@al pronoun on the other hand

(treated as plural). This disharmony has been @yrdescussed in the theoretical part of

this thesis and can be seen in all the followingnegles.

(63)

(64)

(65)

(66)

(67)

(68)

(69)

Meals are different,everybody cooks forthemselvesand keeps their own
cupboard with the universal staples -- potatoesanise bread, eggs, cornflakes,

tea and sugarfBNC: EGO: W_non_ac_soc_science]

We talk casually ofomeonedrowning in work or drinkinghemselvedo death
long before a terminal illness shows itself or theiicidal drive is detected.

[BNC: GOT: W_non_ac_soc_science]

Usually, whersomebodyrecuseghemselvesit’s because they think they're in a
position of a conflict or they're a witheg&€OCA: 2006: SPOK: CNN_Grace]
Anyone opening a computer magazine will fitklemselvesconfronted with a
bewildering array of advertisements, all of thenomirsing the greatest deals
known to mankindBNC: CTX: W_pop_lore]

| personally thinkanybody has a right to redeenthemselves but redeeming
yourself doesn't mean that you just say: “OK, Iween off four months, I'm
sorry.” [COCA: 2007: SPOK: Fox_HC challenge]

“No one knows how to protedhemselvesanymore,” he saysfCOCA: 2006:
SPOK: CNN_YourWorld]

“Nobody throws themselveghrough the air without my permission,” muttered
the Headmaster turning to Endi[BNC: AMB: W_fict_prose]

All the examples above demonstrate the genderaleunteaning of the reflexive

pronoun not indicating either male or female conht&ven though Table 14 revealed

that the singulathey reference is used more often than the generic utias¢ the

question is whether it is not preferred rathemifoimal than in formal English. For this
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purpose, | examined the registers of the exampidstlze results can be seen in Table

15.

Table 15 Proportion of the spoken and written formof the reflexive pronoun

themselvesin a sample of all 773 tokens from both corpora (equency per 1

million words)

BNC COCA
THEMSELVES
Spoken Written Spoken Written
4 tokens 91 tokens 117 tokens 264 tokens
-one 0.4perl 1.01perl 1.3Cperl | O.7¢perl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
30 tokens 34 tokeng 141 tokens | 92 tokens
-body 3.Cperl 0.3¢perl | 157perl | 0.2tperl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
34 tokens 125 tokens 258 tokens 356 tokens
TOTAL 3.4perl 1.39perl| 2.87perl | 1.07perl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words

It follows from Table 15 that the reflexive pronothremselveslominates the spoken

register in both corpora. As far as spoken Engisslkeoncerned, indefinite pronouns

referred to byhemselvesare used predominantly with the compounéfodythan with

the compound ir-one,even though the difference betweemneand—bodyin spoken

form in the COCA is almost balancett.can be also noticed that the reflexive pronoun

themselvesppears mainly in British than in American Englishboth, spoken and

written, forms.

As we know from the theoretical part of this tlsefie main competition will be

betweenhimselfandthemselveso these two reflexive pronouns will be compatead.

comparison with the generic masculine, it can beckamed that the singulahey

reference is preferred in speech, but it is necgdsacompare the reflexive pronouns

themselveandhimselfin the written form. The results of this companisre presented

in Chart 1.
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Chart 1 Comparison of the reflexive pronounshimself and themselvesan written

English (frequency per 1 million words)

BNC 036 CcoCcA

101

0.8
07
0.8 [iX

0.5
0.6 1

0.38 04

0,28

0.4 03

0.20

02 A

-one -body -one -hody

O himself M themselves

It follows from Chart 1 that the reflexive pronouhemselvess employed with
indefinite pronouns in the written language moremfthan the pronoumimself In the
BNC its frequency per 1 million words prevails iath compounds—one and—body),

while in the COCA it is used with indefinite pronmiending in-bodythan in—one
which prefers rathemimselfreference. Nevertheless, it can be concluded tiafinite

pronouns prefer usinpemselveseference to the reflexive pronobmself

8.1.2.2 Themself

Grammatical discussion about the reflexive prontemselfcan be found in the
theoretical part of this thesis (see Chapter 312.2nd it was concluded that the
morphological structure of this pronoun suggestt thcan be classified as singular.
This subchapter is going to focus on practical asafgthis pronoun. Table 16 below
presents an overview of the occurrence of the xiepronounthemselfin the BNC
and in the COCA.
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Table 16 Number of tokens of the reflexive pronouthemselfin the corpora

BNC COCA
THEMSELF
-one -body -one -body

every 0 0 1 2
some 2t 1 2 2

any 0 0 2 0

no 0 0 2
Total 3 11

In comparison with the reflexive pronothemselvesits singular counterpart creates
only a minority group. In both corpora, only 14 eydes were found, the majority of
these examples (11 tokens) were used in Americaglidbn while only 3 tokens
appeared in British English. However, the differenc size of both corpora must be
taken into consideration, as the COCA is 4.5 tiligger than the BNC. To compare
tokens in these corpora, it is necessary to relzdtethe occurrences, after doing this, in
the COCA 2.4 tokens per 100 mil. words occur, whiléhe BNC 3 tokens per 100 mil.
words can be found, so there only a slight diffeeem the use ahemselin American
and British English.

The number of tokens is too low to make any caiohs between the differences
in —oneand—-body nevertheless, our results suggest that the cawcerof the reflexive
pronounthemselin compounds irroneand—bodyis balanced.

It can be noticed that this pronoun is used alsth whe indefinite pronouns
everyoneand everybody which are considered notionally plural and ratipdural
reference is expected.

In the following part the examples of the reflexipronounthemselfusage are

presented.

(70) It's really important that they're aware that reteryonethat presents
singular T T singular |
themselfas a child is always a child.
[COCA: 1994: SPOK: Ind_Geraldo]

14 Both examples come from the same source.
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From the grammatical point of view, example (70®wh the grammatical agreement in
number of the subject and the predicate, and thgsiuand its referential pronoun.
From the semantics point of view, it can be argtied the subjeceveryoneis plural

and should be therefore followed by plural referétawever, it can be concluded that
the reflexive pronoun serves its purpose becauswatds the sex of the indefinite

pronoun.

(71) If you take it serious, well, here's door numbeo and what he also did was he
enabled everybody to feel good aboutthemself. [COCA: 1994: SPOK:
Ind_Geraldo]

(72) She said Paula asked her “how coslomeonehangthemself?”
[BNC: K41: W_newsp_other_report]

(73) Somebodyut there lost control dhemself [COCA: 1996: SPOK: ABC_20/20]

(74) My recommendation tanyone who considersthemself sic in the patriot
movement or the militia movement, to stay away flordan, Montana[COCA:
1996: SPOK: ABC_SatNews]

(75) You know, | don't thinkobodywould callthemselfa hero, being in the house.
[COCA: 1993: SPOK: ABC_20/20]

Examples (70) - (75) illustrate the use of theerafle pronourthemselfin British and
American English. These examples were chosen adbranbut it can be noticed that
most of them were used in speech. The followinglddly presents the proportion of

spoken and written sentences this pronoun wasiosed

Table 17 Proportion of the spoken and written formof the reflexive pronoun
themselfin a sample of all 14 tokens from both corpora (fequency per 1 million

words)

BNC COCA
Spoken Written Spoken Written

THEMSELF

58



0 tokens 2 tokens 3 tokens 2 toker
-one 0.Cper1l 0.0zperl | 0.0tperl | 0.0lperl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
1 token 0 tokens 6 tokens 0 tokens
-body 0.1perl 0.Cper1 0.07perl | 0.0Cper1
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words

1 token 2 tokens 9 tokens 2 token

TOTAL O.1perl 0.02 per 1 O.1perl | 0.01perl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words

S

Even though the reflexive pronodhemselfappears in very low numbers, it follows
from Table 17 that it is employed predominantlyspoken than in written English. The
proportion between its usage in compoundsaneand—bodyis perfectly balanced (7

tokens: 7 tokens).

8.1.3 Generic Feminine (herself)

Before results of the corpus research will be priesk it is necessary to define the term
generic feminine and to explain which examples veexaepted for the research.

For the purposes of this research, | chose sestenontaining an indefinite
pronoun referred to by the feminine reflexive prondierself on condition that no
female subject that could be potential antecedetiti® pronoun was mentioned earlier
in the sentence or in the previous sentence.

The number of relevant examples can be seen ile &b

Table 18 Number of tokens of the reflexive pronouherselfin the corpora

BNC COCA
HERSELF
-one -body -one -body

every 0 0 4 0
some 7 0 37 3
any 2 0 8 2
no 0 0 1 3

Total 9 58
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It follows from Table 18 that the reflexive pronourerself appears mainly in
compounds in—-one and some—in both corpora. As far as the difference between
American and British English is concerned, the ltsgevealed almost the same number
of occurrences with the slight dominance of thisnmun in American English, as in the
BNC 9 tokens per 100 mil. words, while in the COQA tokens per 100 mil. words
were found.

Representatives of the examples considered iregearch are as follows:

(76) Is it cheap chic or just cheafveryonehas askedherselfthis question, usually
while holding up some unbelievably low-priced dyrassutinizing it and trying to
figure out if it's too good to be trupCOCA: 2008: MAG: HarpersBazaar]

In the case of example (76), the feminine reflexpvenoun was arguably used due to
the audience this article was meant for. It wadiphed in Harper’'s Bazaar, the fashion
magazine for women, so the indefinite pronaueryonestands probably for every

woman and thus the feminine referent was chosen.

(77) Someonewho has a perspiration problem owes itherself not to get overly
agitated.[COCA: 1990: FIC: HarpersMag]

(78) HE'D FALL FOR: “Somebodywho stands up fonerself That's sexy[COCA:
2009: MAG: Cosmopolitan]

Example (78) shows the reflexive proncwerselfreferring to the antecedestmebody
however, even though there is no woman mentiondtishor previous sentence, it is
expected from the context thabmebodywill be a woman despite the present-day

sexual tolerance.

(79) Jeff continued, then bent down, lifted a cardbobok onto the counter, and
began unloading scones into a glass display caBat “- | don't really think
anyonecan work just foherself You always have to answer to somebody -- don't
you?” [COCA: 2001: FIC: Ploughshares]
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(80) | said,” Starla, if there’sanybody can take care oherself | think it's you.
[COCA: 2006: FIC: Mov:SIITHER]

(81) It was a questiomo oneelse would have allowdterselfto ask, for Cara hadn't
indicated that she wanted to be askef@iGOCA: 1993: FIC: Bk:AreYouMine?]

(82) Nobodywho thought oherselfas a democrat would be happy with the offer of a
society in which governments were chosen by a stwuply conducted election
every five years,.[COCA: 1998: ACAD: SocialResrch]

Example (82) appeared in academic writing whosennieature should be gender
neutrality. Moreover, this article was written letmale author, Alan Ryan, and neither
any previous female context nor female audienaecisided in this article so it was not
found out why the author chose this reflexive pramo

To summarize the examples, it can be argued tteftchoice of the feminine
reflexive pronoun was based mainly on the sex efdhdience, the speaker, or the

stereotype suggesting rather female context.

Table 19 Proportion of the spoken and written formof the reflexive pronoun

herself in a sample of all 67 tokens from both corpora (quency per 1 million

words)
HERSELF SNC CocA
Spoken Written Spoken Written
0 tokens 9 tokens 5 tokens 45 tokeps
-one 0.Cper1l O.1perl 0.0tperl | O.1:perl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
0 tokens 0 tokens 1 token 7 tokens
-body 0.Cper1 0.Cper1 0.01perl | 0.0zperl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
0 tokens 9 tokens 6 tokens 52 tokeps
TOTAL 0.0 perl O.1perl 0.07perl | 0.15perl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
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Table 19 shows that the reflexive pronooerselfis used predominantly in written
English, its usage in the spoken form is very lIGlWwe majority of tokens appeared in
compound inr-oneand as far as American and British English is mered, most of the
examples were used in American English (11 examples 100 mil. words in

comparison with 9 examples per 100 mil. words eBINC).

8.1.4 Dual Pronouns (himself or herself)

The hypothesis from the theoretical part is thatl guonouns will be used mainly in the
formal writing because of the political correctnassl will not appear in speech because
of their length and clumsiness.

Dual pronouns can be found in the corpora witlied#int spellings. The basic
form | was looking for wasimself or herselfHowever, the results also showad or

herselfandhim- or herself

Table 20 Number of tokens of the dual reflexive pnooun himself or herselfin the

corpora
HIMSELF himself or herself him or herself™
OR BNC COCA BNC COCA
HERSELF | -one | -body| -one| -body] -one | -body| -one| -body
every 0 1 6 1 0 0 3 0
some 2 1 12 2 0 0 5 0
any 1 0 4 1 0 0 7 0
no 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 0
Total 5 27 0 19

It follows from Table 20 that the forimmself or herselappears more often tham or
herself or him- or herself In the BNC only the basic fortimself or herseltan be
found. This reflexive dual pronoun occurs mainlythe compound ironeand as far as

the proportion between American and British Engisitoncerned, the dual pronoun

13 This reflexive pronoun includes also the spellwith the hyphen, i.e. him- or herself.
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referring to indefinite pronouns occurs mainly imérican English (10 tokens per 100
mil. words in the COCA and 5 tokens per 100 minrdgdn the BNG9).

The following examples demonstrate the use ofitied pronouns referring to the

indefinite pronouns.

(83)

(84)

(85)

(86)

(87)

(88)

(89)

| think thateveryonehas to judge fohimself or herselfif there is an immediate
danger involved[COCA: 2003: SPOK: NPR_TalkNation]

But | think the University of California is creagjran incentive foeverybodyto
classifyhimself or herselfas a victim[COCA: 1996: NEWS: SanFranChron]

If we accept, with Aristotle, that a citizen by drdefinition issomeonewho
involveshimself or herselfin public or community affairs, then that persaen i
“active”. [BNC: APE: W_ac_polit_law_edu]

It's dangerous to society whesomebodywill place himself or herselfon the
outside of “we.”[COCA: 2011: SPOK: PBS_NewsHour]

It's a biblical word;anyonewho refers tdiim or herselfas a disciple is making a
serious commitment to growfC OCA: 2001: MAG: USCatholic]

And you weren’t that young anymore (daasybody ever noticehimself or
herself getting older, or is it more just a matter of reatg at the most
unexpected of moments-shaving or putting down &.bodOCA: 2001: FIC:
NewEnglandRev]

No onehas permittechim- or herselfto be taken in by rumor$COCA: 2007:
FIC: VirginiaQReV]

It can be noticed that some of the examples abae wsed in the spoken language

despite their clumsiness. The following Table 21l examine the use of this pronoun in

the spoken and written language.

16 All the spellings of the dual pronoun are courttsgether.

63



Table 21 Proportion of the spoken and written formof the reflexive pronoun

himself or herselt’ in a sample of all 51 tokens from both corpora (quency per 1

million words)

HIMSELF OR BNC COCA
HERSELF Spoken Written Spoken Written

0 tokens 3 tokens 7 tokens 35 tokeps

-one 0.Cper1 0.0tperl | 0.0¢perl | O0.1Cperl

mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words

0 tokens 2 tokens 2 tokens 2 tokens

-body 0.Cper1 0.0zperl | 0.0zperl | 0.01perl

mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
0 tokens 5 tokens 9 tokens 37 tokeps

TOTAL 0.0 per1l 0.05 per 1 O.lperl | O0.11 perl

mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words

The table shows that the dual reflexive pronbimself or herselis used predominantly

in written English, even though its use in speeahnot be completely excluded (9

tokens in the COCA). However, the majority of ocences come from the COCA (10

occurrences per 100 mil. words, which is twice aglmas in the BNC). This can be

explained by the fact that the BNC was create®®0% and contains data which can be

considered dated nowadays. The majority of examgbgeared in the compound-in

one

8.1.5Generic One (oneself)

As it was already mentioned in the theoretical ,ptre reflexive pronouroneself

completely satisfies all the conditions for the demnneutral pronoun. However, it is not

used frequently as it can be seen in the folloviaide.

7 All forms of the dual reflexive pronoun are inchd(i.e. himself or herself, him or herself, him- o

herself).
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Table 22 Number of tokens of the reflexive pronoumneselfin the corpora

BNC COCA
ONESELF
-one -body -one -body

every 0 0 2 0
some 4 0 7 0

any 0 0 0 0

no 0 0 0 0
Total 4 9

Table 22 reveals that the reflexive pronameselfis used very rarely, and it can be
found only in the indefinite pronoursbmeoneandeveryone No occurrence appeared
in compound in-body As far as the proportion of the use of the raflexpronoun
oneselfin American and British English is concerned,atsurrence in British English
prevails (2 examples per 100 mil. words in the CQ&@Axamples per 100 mil. words
in the BNC).

The following examples illustrate the use of tb#axive pronouroneselfin the

compoundveryoneandsomeonge
(90) Although she believes that spiritual authoritieswld promote salvation, she also
insists thateveryonemust decide foioneselfto follow the path to salvation.

[COCA: 1998: ACAD: Church&State]

(91) In a fighting situationsomeonehas to get hurt, eitheoneselfor the other guy.
[COCA: 2007: FIC: KenyonRevV]

Table 23 introduces the proportion of the writtend @poken form of the examples of

the reflexiveoneself
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Table 23 Proportion of the spoken and written formof the reflexive pronoun
oneselfin a sample of all 13 tokens from both corpora (equency per 1 million

words)
BNC COCA
ONESELF
Spoken Written Spoken Written
0 tokens 4 tokens 1 token 8 token
-one 0.Cper1 0.4perl 0.0lperl | 0.0zperl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
0 tokens 0 tokens 0 tokens 0 tokens
-body 0.Cper1l 0.Cper1l O0.Cper 1l O0.Cperl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words
0 tokens 4 tokens 1 token 8 token
TOTAL 0.0 per 1 0.04perl| 0.0lperl | 0.02perl
mil. words | mil. words | mil. words | mil. words

As far as the difference in spoken and written asagconcerned, only one example
was used in speech (in the COCA), co it can beladed that this pronoun is used

exclusively in the written form.

Conclusion

The corpus research has revealed that indefinbmguns are the most frequently
referred to by the reflexive pronotimemselvesThis has been completely proved in the
spoken form, where it appears mainly with indeérpronouns ending mbody.As far

as written English is concerned, the use of thkexefe pronounthemselvegenerally
prevails, only with indefinite pronouns ending #one in American English the
reflexive pronourhimselfis used more often.

It was expected that relatively high values ofusoences of the reflexive pronoun
themselfwill appear, however it was found out that thisnmun is used sporadically
(11 tokens in the COCA, 3 tokens in the BNC), wilte majority of the examples used
in speech.

As far as the generic feminine is concerned, isinlne mentioned that the choice
of the reflexive pronouherselfdepends on the audience of an article or utterartoe
research revealed 67 tokens of this pronoun in lbotpora, but most of them were
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published in women’s magazines and were thereftiteeinced by female context or
stereotype.

The dual reflexive pronouhimself or herselfappeared in the corpora in free
different forms, i.ehimself or herselthim or herselfhim- or herself
In all these forms 51 tokens were found in bothpoaa so it is not used very often and
it was found out that this pronoun is used predamily in written English, however
even its use in the spoken form cannot be ignoitedias found out that the dual
pronoun is preferred in American English.

The results of the gender-neutral reflexive prenoneselfwere not surprising,
because it was stated in the theoretical partttletuse of this pronoun is not frequent
and the research has shown only 13 tokens in bwfoa so its usage is really rare,
typical rather for British English. It was also faliout that this pronoun is never used

with indefinite pronouns ending #bodyand appears mainly in the written register.

8.2 Questionnaire Research

I chose the questionnaire research to find out what present-day reference to
indefinite pronouns is. As it was already said,dar purposes, data in the BNC can be
regarded as dated as the corpus was completed 98. s far as the COCA is
concerned, even though the corpus is more up-@-datl it is updated regularly, it
contains data from 1990s whose amount can misrepréise present-day situation of
the gender-neutral language. The questionnairargsas meant to be the additional
research to the corpus research. This chapterimg do analyse four sections of the
questionnaire thus it is divided into four subcleapt

At the beginning of the questionnaire, respondemre supposed to fill in some
information about themselves. The summary of tliedéa can be found in Appendix 2

8.2.1 Open Ended Questions Section

The first part of the questionnaire itself consist®pen ended questions, which means
that respondents were given four sentences (witin @hfferent indefinite pronouns
everyone someongno one anybody and were supposed to complete them with a
suitable reflexive pronoun (see the open endedoseitt Appendix 1). No options were
suggested in order to let respondents to chooseeftexive pronoun intuitively. The
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following section presents example sentences fatbviby tables summarising the

number of responses.

1) A couple was already seated at table twenty-onenwdac and Sam reached it.

Everyoneintroduced with first names as Matesl Sam.
Table 24
) himself or
themselved himself | herself | themself oneself
herself
Number of responses 13 2 0 1 0 0

It can be seen that 13 out of 16 respondents dheseeflexive pronouthemselveso
refer to the indefinite pronoumveryone However, it can be presumed that the
respondents chose this pronoun not because okitdeg neutrality but because they
feel that the plural pronoun is needed, as the qamseveryoneand everybodyare

perceived as plural.

2) ltis terrible thatsomeonewho is acquitted must then pay to defend

again in a civil suit.

Table 25
himself or
themselveq himself | herself | themself oneself
herself
Number of responses 8 5 0 3 0 0

In the case of example 2) it cannot be talked atfminhotional plurality and despite this
fact the respondents prefer the plural referenti@mnoun themselvesalthough its

dominance is not as emphatic as in the previousphka

3) | believe the banking system has been stabilikiedone is asking

anymore whether there is some major institution inight fail.

Table 26
himself or
themselves himself | herself | themself oneself
herself
Number of responses 10 4 0 2 0 0
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4) Lots of people bought two new cars, put additiondheir houses and traded up to

new homesAnybody with a hammer could call a carpenter and
find a job.
Table 27
himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
herself
Number of responses 8 5 0 3 0 0

In all the examples above, the respondents pref¢nesreflexive pronouthemselveso
the masculine referenda@mself Another option that was chosen was the reflexive
themselfbut any other reflexive pronoun was not suggestéds, this section of the
questionnaire completely proved the dominance ef rigflexive pronourthemselves
employed with indefinite pronouns.

Most of the respondents systematically used jast lkand of reflexive pronoun,
only a few respondents (5) changed their answetsrding to the given indefinite

pronoun.

8.2.2 Scaled Questions Section

In this section respondents were supposed to arémg options according to their
preference from 1 — 4 (4 being the most acceptapteon). The respondents were
allowed to put the same preference for more optidhg following tables summarize

the responses.

1) When the ceremony was over, the big blanket wag latinthe doorway and all the
family belongings were moved inside. Food was bhbug andeveryoneate and

enjoyed
Table 28
Number of _ himself or
themselves himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
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preference 4° 12 1 4

preference 3 3 5 10 4

preference 2 1 2 0 2 10 0
preference 1 0 8 16 0 2 16

It can be noticed that majority of respondent chibsamselvesas the most suitable
option. Those who did not vote for this option chtisemselfas the most acceptable
option. One respondent pthemselvesand himselfon the same, the most preferred,

position. On the contrarpneselfandherselfwas regarded as unacceptable.

2) Opponents of the film carried pamphlets which tlegtributed. These stated:
“Everybody who calls a Christian must now rallyhe side of

Christ and defend Him.”

Table 29
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself

preference 4 12 0 6 0 0
preference 3 4 6 9 5 0
preference 2 2 1 8 0
preference 1 0 8 16 0 3 16

This table shows that there is a competition betwkemselvesand themself Two
respondents put these options on the same lewede(pnce 4). No one chobkanselfas
the most preferred reflexive pronoun referring @éeerybody on the contrary 8

respondents regard this option as unacceptable.

3) In 2006, the Lords blocked Lord Joffe's bill onisted dying for the terminally ill;
while last month the prime minister spoke of higegbon to any relaxation of the

laws. So we are in a situation where assissimgneoneto Kill is
illegal but prosecutions don’t take place, whichvies both sides of the debate

deeply dissatisfied.

18 4 is the most preferred option, while 1 is theaseptable option
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Table 30

Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 11 2 3 0
preference 3 5 5 6 2
preference 2 0 1 7 10
preference 1 8 16 0 4 16

It follows from Table 30 thathemselvess the most preferred option. Compared to
indefinite pronounseveryone and everybody above, it must be mentioned that
preference othemselfhas decreased. Two people phemselvesand himselfon the

same level (preference 4).

4) | know that when you get there, there always seefveta lot of people who make
the effort to welcome people to the Holiday parkl dhey have always seemed
friendly and if anything was wrong i.e. you losenms&thing or somebody
accidentally falls and hurts or indsehebody else the staff are

always quick to help.

Table 31
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself

preference 4 10 4 2 0 0
preference 3 6 2 9 2

preference 2 0 1 5 10

preference 1 9 16 0 4 16

The table above shows the increase of the prefereftimselfand simultaneously the
decrease ofhemselfpreference. The most preferred reflexive pronompleyed with
somebodys themselvesReflexive pronounsneselfandherselfare again unacceptable.

5) Losing a fight is a very traumatic experienl®. onewants to start pointing fingers

at . You start thinking it's elsedy's fault but yourself.
Table 32
Number of themselves himself | herself | themself himself or oneself
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responses herself
preference 4 15 2 4 0
preference 3 3 7 2
preference 2 4 5 12
preference 1 7 16 0 2 16

In the case of indefinite pronouno one the preference of reflexive pronotiremselves
has increased (preference 4). The same tendencheaoticed also in the pronoun
themself As far ashimselfis concerned, its position seems to be stableadjonmity of

indefinite pronouns.

6) There had been an attempt at a revolution in Rubsiithennobody concerned

much with the eccentricities of the world southGsdthcart or

east of Camlachie.

Table 33
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself

preference 4 15 2 0 0 0
preference 3 4 10 1

preference 2 1 10 0
preference 1 0 9 16 0 5 16

Compared to indefinite pronouro one the referential pronoun eiobodyseems to be
the same with the exception of the decrease okpmrte 4 othemselfand increase in

unacceptability of the pronounmself

7) Homoeopathy can be safe and effective and waslissiath long before most of our

present allopathic treatments. Unfortunategyone can describe

as a homoeopath. There are, however, proper tgpagencies and reputable bodies.

Table 34

Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 10 2 0 3 0 0
preference 3 5 5 0 8 0 0
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preference 2 1 0 0 5 15 0

preference 1 0 9 16 0 1 16

Table 34 reveals that 5 respondents chose prefer@rior themselves and their most

preferred reflexive pronoun lemself(2 respondents) arntdemsel{3 respondents). The

reflexive pronourhimself or herselfs, as usually, ranked as preference 2.

8) “At least 50 tanks are on their way to this builginhe said at one point after
hearing a whispered report from an aidéAnybody who wants to save

can do so. We are continuing to xvork

Table 35
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself

preference 4 12 1 0 0

preference 3 6 9 3

preference 2 0 0 7 11

preference 1 9 15 0 2 16

In this section of the questionnaire it has beevgd that native speakers of English
prefer using the reflexive pronouhemselvedo the generic masculine to refer to
indefinite pronouns. Surprising results were foabdut the reflexive pronouhemself
which was chosen more frequently than | expectedulrse the corpus research revealed
very low usage of this pronoun. It must be also teed that the reflexive pronoun
himselfwas very often ranked as unacceptable referguraaloun.

As far as the dual reflexive pronotnmself or herselis concerned, it can be
concluded that it is rather not preferred optione Tisage of other reflexive pronouns is
very rare and some of theomeselfandherself were regarded as unacceptable.

The tables above also show that there is almodiifference in choice of the

reflexive pronoun referring to indefinite pronowrading in~oneand—body

8.2.3 Contrastive Pairs Section

The third part of the questionnaire focused onedéiices between individual pairs of
pronouns (e.gsomebodyand soneong¢ and on difference between nationally plural
everybody(everyong and other indefinite pronouns. Respondents werengpairs of
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the same sentences differing only in the indefipi@noun. The aim of this part was to
find out if the choice of the reflexive pronounnfluenced by the nominal morpheme.

A. 1) We're in Waikiki andeverybodyis enjoying

Table 36
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself

preference 4 12 0 5 0

preference 3 3 5 0 10 6

preference 2 3 1 6

preference 1 0 8 16 0 4 16

2) We're in Waikiki andnobody is enjoying

Table 37
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 10 5 1 0 0
preference 3 6 6 6 3 0
preference 2 0 1 6 10 0
preference 1 0 4 16 3 3 16

The first pair (A) has revealed that there is ghlidifference in the choice of the
pronoun referring to the indefinite pronouaserybodyand nobody The former is
predominantly referred to by the reflexive prondbeamselvegl12 respondents), while
none of the 16 respondents chose the generic n@s@d the most preferred option.
On the contrary, half of the respondents (8) regaedgeneric masculine reference as
unacceptable.

As far as the indefinite pronourobodyis concerned, the number thlemselves
reference decreased (10) while the generic masciference increased (5). However,
it must be stated th#temselvestill dominates the number of occurrences. Theegfid
has been proved that the indefinite pronewerybodyis regarded as notionally plural

and prefers the use of the plural reference.

B. 1) We are in a situation where assistiogneoneto Kill is illegal.
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Table 38

Number of himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 9 4 3 0
preference 3 6 6 7 4
preference 2 1 0 6 8
preference 1 0 6 16 0 4 16
2) We are in a situation where assistgugnebodyto kill is illegal.
Table 39
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 9 4 3 0 0
preference 3 5 7 7 4 0
preference 2 2 0 6 7 0
preference 1 0 5 15 0 5 16
C. 1) I thinkno onelikes to see criticized in print.
Table 40
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 14 3 2 0
preference 3 2 5 10 2
preference 2 0 4 4 10
preference 1 4 16 4 16
2) | think nobody likes to see criticized in print.
Table 41
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 13 3 2 0 0
preference 3 5 10 1 0
preference 2 4 11 0
preference 1 0 4 16 4 16
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D. 1) In many states almoahyonecan call a financial planner.
Table 42

Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 12 4 0 0
preference 3 3 9 2
preference 2 0 6 13 0
preference 1 0 9 16 1 1 16
2) In many states almoahybody can call a financial planner.
Table 43
Number of _ himself or
themselveg himself | herself | themself oneself
responses herself
preference 4 12 3 0 0 0
preference 3 4 4 9 2
preference 2 0 6 13
preference 1 9 16 1 1 16

Tables 38 - 43 present the difference betweenrttefinite pronouns ending wone
and-body It can be seen that the results usually diffdy @am one or two responses,
which cannot be regarded as the ample proof faticrg some rule assigning a certain
reflexive pronoun to one indefinite pronoun of tbedr. It follows from the tables that
native speakers do not make any significant diffeeein the use of reflexive pronouns

referring either to indefinite pronouns-toneor to—body

8.2.4Formal vs. Informal English Section

The last part of the questionnaire focuses on eefeal pronouns of the indefinite
pronouns in formal and informal language. Respotsdemre given two extracts which
they were asked to complete by personal pronouhss. gart does not focus only on
reflexive pronouns because all referential pronanrnsentences were omitted in order
not to suggest the gender of the indefinite pronewthe aim of this part was to reveal
the gender of indefinite pronouns. Formal Engliskswepresented by an extract taken
from Meyers (1990, 231) and modified to serve auppses. Respondents should have

imagined that they read this article in an acadejoiwrnal. Conversely, informal
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English was represented by a speech taken fronCMEA (COCA: 2007: SPOK:
Fox_Gibson), and respondents were supposed tn filhis conversation by personal
pronouns. The questionnaire can be found in Appehdi

The results of this survey are the following:

Chart 2 Referential pronouns in formal language

singular they

generic masculine [N

generic fermnine
dual pronoun |

indefinite one

Chart 2 shows that the respondents prefer singh&rreference in formal language.
Two responses were chosen for the generic mascaideonly one response for dual

pronounhim or her no other options were chosen.

Chart 3 Referential pronouns in informal language

singular they
generic masculine [
generic feminine

dual pronoun

indefinite one
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As far as the spoken form is concerned, Chart 2aisvthe total dominance of the
singularthey reference. Only one respondent chose the genescutine to refer to
indefinite pronounsomebodyndeverybodyn the text.

The research on differences in the choice of anquno referring to indefinite
pronouns in formal and informal English has reveédltet both registers are dominated
by the singulathey reference. In the theoretical part it was arguet the standard
generic masculine should appear in the formal laggunowadays, however, the
converse has been proved. It was also expectedhatual pronoun will be used in
formal texts whose main feature is political comess, however, only 6% of
respondents chose the dual pronoun, or more spabtyfall forms of the dual pronoun
(i.e. he or her, him or her, his or her, himself or hdifsé¢o refer to the indefinite
pronoun in formal English.

As far as informal English is concerned, it can dmncluded that the same
referential pronoun (i.e. singuldrey) as in the formal form was chosen as the preferred
option. The use of singuldheyin informal English was expected as this phenomeno
has its support also in grammar books (Quirk etHiiddleston and Pullum, Biber et
al.) quoted in the theoretical part.

Conversely, the generic masculine appeared inréisponses with very low
frequency. Comparing the low number of occurrerafethe generic masculine in this
part of the questionnaire with its other sectionsjust be realised that this part enabled
respondents to choose only one option, while ireloections, respondents could put
more reflexive pronouns on the same level, whiclamsehat the preference loinself
could have increased by this system. However, witdy one reflexive pronoun is
needed, the most preferred one (in this case flexiree pronounthemselvesis chosen.

The aim of this thesis is to find out what the tfosquent gender-neutral pronoun
referring to indefinite pronouns is, but | wantedl push the research into more
gualitative way trying to find out why native speak of English use the certain
reflexive pronoun. It is not possible to make thislitative research in corpora so |
focused my attention on respondents of the questiom and asked them why they used
the certain pronoun because | was in contact widkmt however, the respondents
usually replied that their choice was predominamiyitive not following any rule.
They said that they predominantly excluded the gemaasculine and thought about
themselvesand themselfchoosing finally the former. In my opinion the roakne

pronoun is not felt as gender-neutral anymore dmgs tEnglish native speakers
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unintentionally prefer rather non-gender speciftonoun. This tendency is probably
closely related to present-day social changes.ré&thexive pronourthemselvess usual

in informal language (as it is stated in grammasksoquoted in the theoretical part and
which has been proved in the questionnaire reseabtve) and we are arguably

witnessing its penetration into formal usage.
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9 Conclusions

The research has revealed that indefinite pronatmsh lack gender specification are
the most frequently followed by the singulérey reference. This phenomenon was
demonstrated on the use of reflexive pronouns eyepl@after compound pronouns (i.e.
everyone, everybody, someone, somebody, anyoneodnyno one, nobolly The
research consists of two parts — the corpus rdsealich is the main part of the
research providing the basic data, and the quewstiom research whose aim was to
describe the present-day situation of the use ethiird person gender neutral pronoun
referring to indefinite pronouns.

The corpus research has proved that the reflegremounthemselvess the
preferred referential pronoun employed with indéfinpronouns. This reflexive
pronoun referring to indefinite pronouns prevailshe spoken form of British as well
as American English where such a result was exgdmeause this phenomenon was
mentioned also in grammar books (e.g. Quirk et. Biber et al., Huddleston and
Pullum). It was also found out that the reflexiverpunthemselvesippears the most
often with indefinite pronouns ending-one

As far as the written form of British and Americknglish is concerned, it was
found out that, unexpectedly, the reflexive pronthemselveprevails also in written
English. The occurrences per 1 mil. words are tlewing: the pronourthemselvef
the BNC - 1.39, compared teimselfin the BNC - 0.87. It can be seen that the
difference in values is noticeable and thus théexefe pronounthemselvesan be
regarded as a dominant referential pronoun empleyidd indefinite pronouns in the
written form of British English. In American Endtisthe difference is not so big:
themselves- the frequency of 1.07 per 1 mil. words compdeethe pronourhimself—
1.06 (for details see Chart 1 in Chapter 8.1.2)calh be noticed that the values of
reflexive pronounghemselvesandhimselfare almost balanced in the COCA, with the
slight majority ofthemselvesTherefore, it can be concluded that also in emitEnglish
the reflexive pronouthemselvegprevails in both corpora.

The questionnaire research only confirmed therfigsl of the corpus research. 16
respondents took part in the survey with the rethalt the reflexive pronoutmemselves
was choseras the most preferred option to refer to indefipt@nouns. On the
contrary, the reflexive pronouhimselfwas in 50% chosen as unacceptable option,
while only 10% of responses ranked it as the mostepred option. It was found out
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that approximately two or three respondents lpatself and themselve®on the same
level of preference 4 in almost every questionp8sing results were found out about
the reflexive pronourthemselfwhich was frequently used as preference 3 (out)pf
which means that this pronoun even exceeds thenerefe ohimself To summarise
the results of the questionnaire research, the pre&trred reflexive pronoun referring
to indefinite pronouns ihemselvesfollowed by its singular counterpahemself then
himself himself or herseléind the last two optionsneselfandherself were ranked as
unacceptable.

Both types of the research have proved the reeeofi other reflexive pronouns
referring to indefinite pronouns. The generic feiménwas not used in the questionnaire
research at all, while the corpus research hasslioat most of the examples used the
generic feminine to refer to indefinite pronoungyomhen addressing female audience
or in typical situations connected with women.

It was expected that the dual reflexive pronbimself or herselfvill appear in
the role of the gender-neutral third person singptanoun very often, especially in the
written form, but the results have shown that theverse is true. The dual pronoun was
found in the corpora in three different spellings, himself or herseJfhim or herself
and him- or herself.The corpora have revealed 5 tokens in the BNC4éntbkens in
the COCA (5 tokens per 100 min. words in the BNi@] &0 tokens per 100 mil. words
in the COCA) so it can be concluded that the fregyef the dual pronoun is very low
appearing more often in American English in thetten form, even though its
occurrence in spoken English cannot be regardethsagnificant (9 tokens in the
COCA).

The morphologically singular reflexive pronotihemselis a good solution of the
missing third person singular gender-neutral prondwwever the corpus research has
proved that it is used very sporadically (11 tokenthe COCA, 3 tokens in the BNC).
The majority of examples (9 out of 14) were usedpoken American English. On the
contrary, the questionnaire survey has shown thamymresponses (68 out of 128
possible votes in the scaled questions sectiorRedathis pronoun as rather preferred
(preference 3 out of 4) so this result differs frtbra corpus research.

The last reflexive pronoun taken into accountles gender-neutral third person
singular reflexive pronoun iBneself nevertheless, this pronoun appeared in the carpor
in very low numbers (4 tokens in the BNC, 9 tokenshe COCA) and the surprising
fact is that it never occurs with indefinite promsuending in-bodyand only one token
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was used in speech, so this pronoun is typicalfitten English. In the questionnaire
research the reflexiveneselfwas ranked as unacceptable by all respondentdl in a
examples.

As far as the differences between individual imdef pronouns are concerned, it
must be mentioned that the pronoaweryoneandeverybodyshow the higher values of
the occurrence of the reflexive pronotmemselvegeferring to them than to other
indefinite pronouns. For example when we compafiexige pronouns referring to
everyonewith reflexive pronouns referring teomeongit can be argued that in the
COCA 72% of relevant examples of all reflexive pyans referring tceveryoneis
represented bthemselvegsee Table 7), while only 30% of all reflexive pooms is the
themselveseference connected with the antecedmmeondsee Table 8). This agrees
with the theoretical part arguing that the pronowweryoneand everybodyare
perceived as notionally plural and therefore thesfgr the singulatheyreference.

The research focused also on the difference bettheeuse of reflexive pronouns
referring to indefinite pronouns ending #body and —one The corpus research has
proved the reflexive pronouhemselveprevails in both types of compounds¢dyas
well as—ong. It was found out that the indefinite pronounslieg in —bodyare used
predominantly in the spoken form and highly prefer singulatheyreference (with the
frequency of 3.0 per 1 mil. words in the BNC, an871in the COCA in comparison
with the generic masculine reference with the feaguy of 0.2 in the BNC and 0.36 in
the COCA). This issue was included also into thestjonnaire research, nevertheless
no significant differences in the choice of thelaeive pronouns employed with
indefinite pronouns ending either #one or —bodywere proved because respondents
chose the singuldheyreference for both types of compounds.

One part of the questionnaire dealt with the dififees between formal and
informal English, but almost no difference was cet because most of the respondents
chose the singulaheyreference as the most preferred one in both exgisin formal
English only one occurrence of the dual pronoun feasd which did not appear in
informal English.

To conclude the thesis it must be mentioned tatésearch does not correspond
with the findings of the theoretical part arguithgtt formal English is dominated by the
generic masculine reference which is still percgiae gender-neutral, while in informal
English singulatheyreference can be found. This hypothesis was prowngdpartly. It

was found out that in informal English indefiniteopouns are referred to by the
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reflexive pronourthemselvesbut, surprisingly, formal English prefers thegitarthey
referenceas well. Therefore, to answer the research queptised at the beginning of
this thesis, it can be said that the gender-netitnal person singular pronoun employed

with indefinite pronouns is singuldhey, used not only in spoken but also in written

language.
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RESUME

Tato prace pojednava o rigmakovych zajmenech v anglickém jazyce. Konkré&ta
zametuje na zajmena, ktera postradaji specifikaci roddlzaluje, jakého rodu je jejich
refereni zajmeno. Toto problematika je demonstrovana h&lagu neuitych
zajmen, kter4 pro naSecaly vystupuji vroli antecedeinta jako jejich referemmi
zajmeno bylo zkoumano zvratné zajmeno.

Toto téma jsem si vybrala proto, Ze se v odbornggtiech ¢im dal ¢astji
vyskytuji diskuze o chyicim zajmenu 3. osoby jednotnéhdisla, které by
nevykazovalo znaky titého rodu (muzskéhdi Zenského) a mohlo by byt vSeobé&cn
pouzito jako referent vifpact antecederit neugesrtného nebo nespecifikovaného
rodu (nap. student friend, someong V minulosti bylo zvykem, Ze se k takovémuto
zdjmenu odkazovalo refer@mim zajmenem muzského rodu, avSak s postufesn,
kdy mizeme diky nejiznéjSim hnutim za rovnopravnost a celkovéémnspole&nosti
pozorovat zrany také v lingvistice, fedevSim v jeji lexikalni slozce, tento trend upada
a muzské refer@mi zajmeno je&im dal tim méa vnimano jako genderéwneutralni.

Cilem této prace je tedsjistit, kterd zvratnd zajmena 3. osoby jednotnéista
jsou nefastji pouzivAna p odkazovani na zajmeno néité. K tomuto @elu byl
proveden vyzkum sloZzeny ze dvaiasti. Tou hlavni, nosnou slozkou studie byl
korpusovy vyzkum, ké&muz jsem pouzila Britsky narodni korpus (BNC) a s
sowasné americké angtiny (COCA). Druha ¢ast vyzkumu byla zaloZzena na
dotaznikovém S&ni.

Teoretickacast diplomové prace nabizi souhrnny pohled natéot@a zaloZzen na
odborné literatte. Prvni kapitola nam fpdstavuje fedntt studia, uvadi nas do
probihajici zniny zaloZzené na genderové rovnosti, konkr@meny v lexikologii, kdy
byla podstatna jména s nespecifikovanym rodem @majici spiSe maskulinni
konotace nahrazena genderaeutralnimi podstatnymi jmény (nagodstatné jméno
chairmanbylo znménéno nachairperson atd.). DalSi kapitola nabizighled pravidel a
nazon tykajicich se genderéweutralniho zajmena 3. osoby jednotnérsta, pro nas
Gacel mohou byt brany v avahu nasledujici zajmena rochwzského, Zenského,
singularnithey, onea duélni zajmena (nape or shg Quirk et al. tvrdi, Ze referéni
zdjmeno odkazujici na antecedenty s nespecifikowargdem je maskulinniho rodu.
Pripousti také pouziti singularnihithey, ovSem pouze v neformalnim stylu. Podobny
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nazor nizeme najit také ve stylistické&ipucce Chicago Manual of Styla v gramatice
Huddlestona a Pulluma. Modéjsi gramatika Hewingsova uz nerozliSuje mezi
formalnim a neformalnim stylem, ale tvrdi, Ze plastyly niize byt shod& pouzito
singularnihahey. Podobny nazor je podporovan i dalSimi lingvisgyraw tento rozpor
byl podrétem pro nij vyzkum. Co se t§e pouZiti singularnihahey odkazujiciho

k antecedentu nespecifikovaného rodujZzeme secasto setkat s nazorem, Ze toto
pouziti je gramaticky nespravné, protoZze neni dmodida shoda (tzv. concord).
Gramatickou spravnosti singularnitineyse zabyva cela jedna kapitola.

Posledni kapitola teoretick&asti prace fedstavuje dopotieni lingvisti, jak
dodrzovat politicky korektni a gendegowneutréini jazyk, tolik vyZzadovany dnesSni
spolenosti, hlavi v nekterych stylech (nap v akademickém stylulCasto se jedna o
rady, jak se vyhnout prévproblematice pojednavané v této praci, tedy jakeghat
pouZiti reference specifického rodu u podstatnyohn, u kterych rod nezname. Tato
doporweni ovSem n@si nas problém a proto nasleduje vyzkuiasi.

Prakticka ¢ast se sklada z korpusového vyzkumu provedenéhaitskBm
narodnim korpusu (BNC) a v Korpusu gasné americké angtiny (COCA), a
dotaznikového 3&ni. Uvodni kapitola praktick&asti je w¥novana metodologii obou
druhi vyzkumu. Ri hledani v korpusech byl postup nasledujici: zadakm si do
korpusového manazera vzdy jednotlivé @@arzajmeno (obou jeho typnag. anyone
aanybody a bylo vyZzadovano, aby bylo toto néité zajmeno nasledovano zajmenem
zvratnym ozn&nym timto ,tagem“: [ppx*]. Celkem bylo nalezeno6®6 riklada,
konkrétré 615 tokei v BNC a 2 991 v COCA, které bylo peba manuak projit a
vybrat giklady pouzitelné pro vyzkum. Kritériem pro selekgio to, aby dané zvratné
zdjmeno odkazovalo k neiitému zajmenu jako k svému antecedentu. Po selékiov
tokemi z BNC mi zbylo 263 z f{wvodnich 615 tokein (43%) a v COCA 1197
z pavodnich 2 991 pkladi (40%), které mohly byt pouZity pro dalSi vyzkum.

V dalSi kapitole se dostavame k samotné analybeamych pikladi. Tatocast je
roz&klena do ®kolika podkapitol podle konkrétniho refetsmiho zajmena. Jak jsem
ocekavala, nej#tsSi ,souboj* se odehral mezi referentem maskulin@rsingularnim
they Korpusovy vyzkum prokézal, Ze daftjSim referentem neditych zdjmen je
zvratné zajmenahemselveg773 vyskyti, z toho 159 v BNC a 614 v COCA). Tento
vysledek byl jednozrmé prokazan v mluveném projevu, co se&eypsané formy
jazyka, d¥¢ zajmena s nejvyssSim §gem nalezenych tokénhimselfathemselvesbyla

podrobrji srovnana a bylo zjigho, Ze i v této forma jazyka geviada v roli referenta
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singularni they Tento za¥r se tedy rozchazi s dopdanim rekterych girucek
gramatiky citovanych v teoretické@sti (nap. Quirk et al., Huddleston a Pullum), které
ve formalnim jazyce wpdnosiiuji pouziti maskulinniho referéniho zajmenadimself
(korpusovy vyzkum odhalil 531 vyskitz toho 83 v BNC a 448 v COCA). DalSim
zkoumanym zajmenem bylo dualni zvratné zajmdnmgelf or herse)fvyskytujici se

v riznych psanych podobach. Na zéklagisttni v odborné literatte se oekaval
vysoky vyskyt tohoto zdjmenargdevSim v akademickych textech, které jsou typické
svym genderao¥ korektnim jazykem, ovSem korpusovy vyzkum prokazgdice nizky
vyskyt tohoto referatniho zdjmena odkazujiciho k néilym zajmemm (51 vyskyi,

z toho 5 tokefi v BNC a 46 v COCA). Za dalSi minoritni zajmendzeme povazovat
zajmenothemself tedy morfologicky singularni variantu zajmethemselveskteré by
neporusovalo tzv. concord, ovSem korpusovy vyzkutnadil, Ze je jeho pouziti velice
sporadické (14 vyskyt z toho 3 v BNC a 11 v COCA). Co s&dyzvratného zajmena
Zenského roduhgrselj vyskytujiciho se v roli referenta neitého zdjmena, G¥zeme
shrnout, Ze i kdyz se toto zajmeno vyskytuje v pavysokych pétech (67 vysky,
ztoho 9 vBNC a 58 v COCA), jeho pouziti fmsto ovlivieno kontextem nebo
stereotypem a neivie tak byt povazovano zést¢ genderow neutralni. Poslednim
vztaznym zajmenem 3. osoby jednotnétisla, které by fichadzelo v uvahu jako
referent neufitého zajmena jeneself jehoz pouziti ovSem nebylo podporovano ani
literaturou a také korpusovy vyzkum prokazal jehimaritni pouzivani (13 vyskyt
ztoho 4 v BNC a 9 v COCA).

Korpusovy vyzkum zahrnuje rovh detailni zpracovani pouziti jednotlivych
zvratnych zajmen odkazujicich k n&tym zajmerm v riznych registrech (psané a
mluvené angtiting). Zkouman byl i rozdil v uzivani jednotlivych ztmgch zajmen
v britské a americké angting.

Druh& polovina praktick€asti této diplomové prace je zaloZzena na vyzkumu
formou dotaznik. Cilem tohoto Sé&&ni bylo zjistit skut&nou sodasnou situaci
v pouzivani referamich zajmen odkazujicich k n€itym zajmerm. Tento druh
vyzkumu by n&l doplnit hlavni, korpusovy, vyzkum, ktery neni pnase dely uplrg
vyhovuijici z divodu Sirokéhaiasového rozsahu korpuéBNC zahrnuje data v rozsahu
let 1980 — 1993, COCA z obdobi 1990 do &mnosti), kdy starSi data mohou citeln
ovlivnit vysledky. ProtoZe je zkoumané téma velkgualni, jak Ize vigk na citované
odborné literatte, jejiz doportieni se liSi v 80. letech 20. stoleti od dogeni

z patatka 21. stoleti, zvolila jsem jako dagovy vyzkum pré¢ dotaznikove Ségni.
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Dotaznik byl zvéejrén na internetu. Jedinou podminkowasti bylo, aby byl
respondent rodilym mlwim. Celkem jsem nashromazdila 16 odfutiv

Ukolem respondefitbylo doplnit do ¥t chyksjici zvratné zajmeno odkazuijici
k zajmenu neuwitému. Respondetitn bylo nabidnuto 7 moznosti, z toho 6 mozZnych
zvratnych z4jmen 3. osoby jednotnglisla a moznost jiné volby. U kazdého zvratného
z4mena pak i urcit na stupnici 1-4, jak moc je dand moznosjagelna. Vysledky
dotaznikového S&tni potvrdily zawry korpusového vyzkumu, kdy bylo jako
nejpiijatelngjSi refereni zvratné zajmeno vybrano zajmetiemselvesCo se tye
z4djmena himself polovina respondeiit dokonce ozndla moZznost referamiho
maskulinniho zajmena jako neakceptovatelnou, pdd2é respondeitji vybralo jako
moznost nejpjateln¢jSi. Zajimavy vysledek byl odhalen u zajmetemself které
v preferenci dokoncerpdilo zajmenohimself Vysledek dotaznikového geni tedy je,
Ze nejpreferovat)Sim zvratnym zajmenem odkazujicim k nétiému zajmenu je
themselvesnasledovano jeho morfologicky singularnim tvardmemself potéhimself
dualnim zajmenenmimself or herselfa posledni d¥ moznostiherselfa oneselfbyly
oznaeny jako neakceptovatelné.

DalSi kapitola dotaznikového Beni se zabyva rozdily v referentech mezi
jednotlivymi neukitymi zajmeny. Bylo zji&no, Ze neufitd zajmenaeverybodya
everyonepreferuji jako referenta réjl zajmenothemselvesprotoze vyvolavaji spise
pluralni konotace, coz bylo dokadzano také v korpaso vyzkumu. Dotaznik se
zameroval také na rozdily v pouZiti referéni neutitych zajmen kodicich na—onea—
body (nap. someonea somebody ale Zadné vyznamné rozdily nebyly zaznamenény,
protoZze respondenti¢tsinou volili referentathemselvespro oba typy neditych
zajmen.

Posledni kapitola dotaznikovéhoupkumu se soustduje na rozdily mezi
formélnim a neformalnim stylem jazyka. Bylo zji#, Ze obma stylim dominuje
referentthemselvesNepotvrdila se tedy hypotéza, Ze formalni jazyldd pouZivat
spiSe maskulinniho referenta, zatimco neformaknjikjdude upednosiiovat singularni
they

Poslednitast prace shrnuje veskeré vysledky z obou idmjlzkumi a formuluje
zawry. Oba vyzkumy tedy dosly ke stejnym vyslédk a sice Ze nejpreferovgsi
referegni zvratné zajmeno odkazujici k n&tému zdjmenu jako k antecedentu je
themselvesTento hlavni zayr je pak rozdlen do rEkolika podskupin zkoumani, jako

jsou rozdily v referentovi v zavislosti na jednefich registrech nebo neliych
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zdjmenech. Tento z&v je ovSem v rozporu sékterymi gramatickymi fruckami a

7 v Z

odbornymi lingvistickymi texty citovanymi v teorekié ¢asti této prace.
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Appendix 1

QUESTIONNAIRE

| am a student of English Philology and | wouldelito ask you to fill in this
guestionnaire which will be used as a source forMagter’'s thesis entitledGender-
Neutral Pronoun sin the English Languagk focuses on usage of reflexive pronouns
after indefinite pronouns which lack sex specifmatand tries to find out which
reflexive pronoun is used as a generic pronoun days

Please, complete the following sentences using thirgd person reflexive
pronoun (himself, herself, themselves, themself, himselherself, oneself, etc.). You
will be asked either to complete a sentence witlr yovn option or to arrange the given
options according to your preference.

The questionnaire is anonymous and is meant onlyn&dive speakers of

English. To fill in the questionnaire will not takeu more than 10 minutes. Thank you,

Veronika Teglova

Information about a respondent (choose the right otion)
Age: 0-15, 15-30, 30-45, 45-60, 60-75, more than 75

Sex: Male, Female

Education: primary, secondary, university

Region (where you spent most of your life):

Questionnaire
A. OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS
Complete the sentences with your own reflexive qaron Choose only one (the most

preferred) option.
1) A couple was already seated at table twentysshen Mac and Sam reached it.

Everyoneintroduced with first names as Matesl Sam.

2) It is terrible thatsomeonewho is acquitted must then pay to defend
again in a civil suit.

3) | believe the banking system has been stabiliXedone is asking

anymore whether there is some major institution inght fail.
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4) Lots of people bought two new cars, put addgion their houses and traded up to

new homesAnybody with a hammer could call a carpenter and find

a job.

B. SCALED QUESTIONS

For each sentence, arrange the given reflexive puos according to your preference
from1 — 4 1 for an unacceptable option, 4 for the most ptaigle option. You can put
two or more options on the same level, which méanse the same number (e.g. 3) for

more options.

1) When the ceremony was over, the big blanket ey at the doorway and all the

family belongings were moved inside. Food was bhbug andeveryone ate and

enjoyed
a) himself b) themselves c) hersel
d) oneself e) himself or herself f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

2) Opponents of the film carried pamphlets whickeythdistributed. These stated:

“Everybody who calls a Christian must now tallhe side of Christ
and defend Him.”

a) himself b) themselves c) hersel

d) oneself e) himself or herse f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

3) In 2006, the Lords blocked Lord Joffe's bill assisted dying for the terminally ill;
while last month the prime minister spoke of higegbon to any relaxation of the laws.

So we are in a situation where assissongieoneto Kkill is illegal but
prosecutions don't take place, which leaves bakbssof the debate deeply dissatisfied.
a) himself b) themselves c) herse

d) oneself e) himself or herse f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

4) 1 know that when you get there, there alwaysrseée be a lot of people who make

the effort to welcome people to the Holiday parkl #mey have always seemed friendly
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and if anything was wrong i.e. you lose somethingamebodyaccidentally falls and

hurts or indeed somebody else theastaflways quick to help.
a) himself b) themselves c) herse
d) oneself e) himself or herself f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

5) Losing a fight is a very traumatic experiende. onewants to start pointing fingers

at . You start thinking it's elsedy’s fault but yourself.
a) himself b) themselves c) herse
d) oneself e) himself or hers f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

6) There had been an attempt at a revolution insRu$ut themobody concerned
much with the eccentricities of the world southCatthcart or east of

Camlachie.
a) himself b) themselves c) herse
d) oneself e) himself or herse f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

7) Homoeopathy can be safe and effective and wablethed long before most of our

present allopathic treatments. Unfortunatellyyone can describe as a

homoeopath. There are, however, proper training@gs and renutable bodies.

a) himself b) themselves C) herself

d) oneself e) himself or herself f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

8) “At least 50 tanks are on their way to this Bing,” he said at one point after hearing

a whispered report from an aidérilybody who wants to save can do
so. We are continuing to work.”

a) himself b) themselves c) herse

d) oneself e) himself or herse f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

.  CONTRASTIVE PAIRS
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1) We're in Waikiki anceverybodyis enjoying

a) himself

d) oneself

b) themselves

e) himself or hersq

g) other (suggest your own option)

We're in Waikiki andnobody is enjoying

a) himself

d) oneself

C) hersg

f) themself

b) themselves

e) himself or herse

g) other (suggest your own option)

2) We are in a situation where assistaogneoneto Kkill

a) himself

d) oneself

b) themselves

C) herse
f) themself

e) himself or hersd

g) other (suggest your own option)

We are in a situation where assistsamebodyto kill

a) himself

d) oneself

b) themselves

c) hersel

f) themself

e) himself or hersel

g) other (suggest your own option)

3) I thinkno onelikes to see

a) himself
d) oneself

C) hersg

f) themself

b) themselves

e) himself or hersel

g) other (suggest your own option)

| think nobody likes to see

a) himself
d) oneself

criticized in print.

c) hersel

f) themself

b) themselves

e) himself or herself

g) other (suggest your own option)

4) In many states almoahyonecan call

a) himself
d) oneself

criticized in print.

c) hersel

f) themself

b) themselves

e) himself or hersel

c) hersel

f) themself

is illegal.

is illegal.

a financial planner.
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g) other (suggest your own option)

In many states almoanybody can call a financial planner.
a) himself b) themselves c) hersel
d) oneself e) himself or hersg f) themself

g) other (suggest your own option)

Il.  FORMAL vs. INFORMAL ENGLISH
1) FORMAL ENGLISH - Complete the sentences with the preferred pronamu
would use informal writing . Imagine that the following example is taken fram

academic journal.

Anyone who is educated is aware of who a) (are) and what

b) place in the world is. c) is (are) comfortable with

d) and unafraid to present thaf ¢el others around

e) . ) feel(s) that _g) has (have) a
purpose in h) life, and i) understand(s) the environment in
which j) is (are) living.

a) he, she, they, he or she, one, none of the above

b) his, her, their, his or her, one’s, none of thevabo

c) he, she, they, he or she, one, none of the above

d) himself, herself, themselves, themself, himselenself, oneself, none of the above
e) him, her, them, him or her, one, other

f) he, she, they, he or she, one, none of the above

g) he, she, they, he or she, one, none of the above

h) his, her, their, his or her, one’s, none of thevabo

1) he, she, they, he or she, one, none of the above

j) he, she, they, he or she, one, none of the above

2) INFORMAL ENGLISH - Choose the preferred option you would use in the

following conversation(informal style).

GIBSON: Judge, you know you must, in your judiaateer, you see this case all the

time where somebody kills somebody and then Kkills a) keefor
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b) can face you, the judge. Because ¢) know(s)
d) is (are) guilty, e) know)s) f will be convicted.
NAPOLITANO: Yes, everybody also knows that this is the end of the line for
9)

a) himself, herself, themselves, themself, himselenself, oneself, other
b) he, she, they, he or she, one, other

c) he, she, they, he or she, one, other

d) he, she, they, he or she, one, other

e) he, she, they, he or she, one, other

f) he, she, they, he or she, one, other

g) him, her, them, him or her, one, other
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Appendix 2

Information about respondents

The following tables and charts provide a genersrdew of respondents of the

questionnaire used in this thesis. All the respatslare native speakers of English who

were asked to fill in the online questionnaire.omfation they should have filled in

about themselves includes age, sex, educationegjionr where they spent the most of

their lives.

The questionnaire was filled in by 16 respondebt®smen and 6 women. Most of
respondents were 16 to 30 years old. Most of tlspamdents come from Durham
because | studied at Durham University. Respondehts belong to the age category

46 — 60 are university teachers, the rest of teparedents are predominantly university

students.

Chart 4 Age of respondents

61-75

more than 75

0 2 4 ] &

Chart 5 Sex of respondents

10

12

Percentage| Age

0% 0-15

69% 16-30

12% 31-45

19% 46-60

0% 61-75

0% more than 75
Percentage| Sex

63% Male

37% Female
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Chart 6 Education of respondents

University [13]——

Primary [{]

Second

ary [3]

Percentage| Education
0% Primary
19% Secondary
81% University

Table 44 Region in which respondents have spent max their lives

Answers Number of Percentage
responses

Essex 1 6%
Yorkshire 1 6%
Newcastle 1 6%
USA, Florida 1 6%
Durham 6 38%
Scotland 2 13%
USA, California 1 6%
North East Midland 2 13%
Midlands 1 6%
TOTAL 16 100%
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Anotace

Ptijmeni a jméno autora: Teglova Veronika, Bc.
Nazev katedry a fakulty: Katedra anglistiky a aikearistiky, Filozoficka fakulta
Vedouci diplomové prace: Mgr. Markéta Janebova)Ph

Patet znaki: 140 228 (vetne mezer)

Pctet piloh: 2

Nazev prace: Gender-neutral Pronouns in thei§inganguage
Nazev prace vestire: Nepiznakova zdjmena v angfing

Kli ¢ova slova: gender, politicky korektni jazyk, neiitd zajmena, zvratna zajmena,

gendero¥ neutralni zdjmeno

Anotace: Tato diplomova prace se zabyva fiepakovymi zajmeny v anglickém
jazyce. Jejim cilem je zjistit, ktera zvratna zapme3. osoby jednotnéhgisla jsou
negasgji pouzivana fi odkazovani na zdjmeno neéité, které postrada specifikaci
rodu. Vyzkum je proveden za pomoci korpus dotaznikového Seni. Prace také
zkouma pouziti zvratného zajmena v roli refererdkaaujiciho k newitému zajmenu
vramci fiznych registl, rozdily mezi britskou a americkou argihou a mezi

neukitymi zgjmeny samotnymi.

Kli ¢ova slova v angktiné: gender, political correctness, indefinite pronqueflexive

pronouns, gender-neutral pronoun

Anotace v angltiné: The thesis deals with gender-neutral pronounshén English
language. The aim of this study is to found out wih@ most frequent third person
singular reflexive pronoun employed with indefiniggronouns lacking gender
specification is. The study is based on corpusarebeand questionnaire research. The
thesis focuses also on differences in the usageefiéxive pronouns referring to
indefinite pronouns between various registers,i®riand American English and even

between indefinite pronouns themselves.
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