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1 Introduction

The thesis is intended to investigate what tensmdonative speakers select in
indirect reported speech and how the particulasderhoice can be explained. The main
tool for this research is questionnaires that wempleted by native speakers in Great
Britain. The study thus focuses on British Englighhough there is no evidence that the
problems vary across different varieties of English

From the syntactic point of view, the indirect reled speech which | am
concerned with in the thesis is a subordinate tinait consists of one or more dependent

clauses. Both cases are illustrated by the follgvexamples:

[1] Jill saidthe payment was due yesterdblddleston and Pullum 2002, 155).

[2] Mr Arar said that he was held in a tiny cell and tortured icbofessing that he had

trained in a terrorist camp in Afghanistgkrt120)?

For analyzing tense forms and tefseis necessary that reporting verbs be in the
past or past perfect tefiseecause in this case backshift of tenses in iodspeech is
triggered most frequently. In other words, repartierbs in the past or past perfect tense
make time references in indirect speech changeofdot to the time of the reported
utterance” (Quirk et al. 1985, 1029). In indirepesch the past and past perfect tense offer
several possibilities of interpretation (Seluck®&021). In sentences with more complex
structures, such as [2], these forms are discussest. As regards indirect speech in
general, however, conditions under which the presepresent perfect is selected are also
considered.

In the past, linguists dealt mainly with indirepegch underlined in [1]. The aim of
this thesis is also to explore sentences like If2]doing so, it is however inevitable to

consider principles that are valid in indirect sgea general. Besides basic rules included

! The abbreviation Art120 stands for the articiblished inThe London Timesnline newspaper from

which the example is taken. The list of all articlghich contain examples used in this study isryive
pages 165-167The examples are used especially for illustratindifigs presented in Selucka (2008), in
which the examples were analyzed. For a detailedrigion of the research carried out in Selucl@&)
see Note 8.

Unlike the “abstract concept” of tense, a tengenfes a “concrete verb form,” realized by “a morpie
(e.g. the past tense morpheme), an auxiliary (@ilf). or a combination of these (ewgould)” (Declerck
1995, 3).

The category of progressive and simple aspeotedbs is not distinguished. If it is, it is mentagh
together with the tense.



in nearly all grammar textbooks (see Appendix tlis essential to know in what situations
backshift is optional. Quirk et al. (1985, 1027)y instance, state that backshift is not
necessary when “the time-reference of the origuttdrance is valid at the time of the
reported utterance” and that the past tense isufadoover the past perfect “when the
context makes the relative time references cleApart from instances like [2], the

questionnaires mentioned above are focused on tdesee in indirect speech that is in the
form of one dependent clause. Their evaluation thékefore provide information on tense
choice in examples like [1], which is determined flagtors in optional and obligatory

backshifting.

As regards sentences like [2], Huddleston and RulR002, 156) clarify that a
non-backshifted tense cannot follow a backshifted o indirect reported speech with
“more than one level of embedding.” This principequite general. When investigating
the issue in the corpus of sentences taken fromartiedes published iThe London Times
newspaper, it was revealed that this rule doesahwtys need to prove right unless
semantic and grammatical properties of verbs amdtype of subordinate clauses are
considered (Selucka 2008, 52).

In sentence [3] the indirect speech consists dettdependent clauses with two
levels of embedding. The underlined clause is apteal clause with a clear time
specification, in which, according to Thomson andrtihet (1980, 123), the past tense is
often favoured over the past perfect. However, ity not apply to tense forms in clauses

dependent on time clauses.

[3] Shetold the jury that she had been travelling back to ldnogough in March
when her daughter told heshat the teenager had said (Art 57).

Unlike Huddleston and Pullum (2002), Thomson andtiat (1980, 123) are
concerned with the impact of grammatical propertieserbs and the type of subordinate
clauses on tense choice in indirect speech. Astifoe clauses, they also argue that
sentences with time clauses which contain verbthénpast tense most frequently give
preference to the past tense over the past pere(iR3). The analysis of the corpus of
sentences described in “Backshift in Indirect Sphééas revealed that the number of the
past perfect in time clauses is not insignificartie ratio of the past perfect to the past

tense in time clauses is 15:28.



In Selucka (2008, 45-46), | also focus on sentenadis time expressions (for
exampletomorrow) in which the past perfective (33 occurrencesahl@9) appears almost
as frequently as the past simple tense (38 ocawesenut of 99). To what extent these
hypotheses hold valid and how this issue is peeceby native speakers will result from

the evaluation of the questionnaires.

Besides principles discussed in grammar book#hanast thirty years there have
been linguists who have tackled various aspectemde in indirect speech, contributing
their papers to scholarly journals. Their opini@m&l ideas are considered throughout the
thesis. In doing so, | will pay particular attemtito the theory formulated in Declerck
(1990 and 1995) who, among other things, deals t&itke choice in indirect speech which

consists of two or more dependent clauses withedp the type of subordinate clauses.

As far as the structure of the thesis is concer@hpter 1 focuses on clarifying
basic problems connected with the issue of tene&ehn indirect speech. In this chapter,
the possibility of deriving direct speech from iredit speech (and vice versa), structure and
function of indirect speech that consists of onenare dependent clauses, the impact of
reporting verbs on tense choice in indirect speeththe issue of deixis (especially tense
and time adverbials) are discussed. Chapter 2 etdsprinciples governing backshift in
indirect speech consisting of one or more dependantes, stating under what conditions
backshift is optional. The chapter also describkatumodes are most suitable for research
into the issue of tense choice in indirect speé&dhally, hypotheses resulting from the

research carried out in Selucka (2008) are forradlat

Chapter 3 is divided into two sections. The firstt®on deals with the way of
designing the questionnaire, its organization, wetbf completion and distribution. This
section is also concerned with subject-specifidbf@mms, which a researcher has to take
into account. In the second section, the questioemare evaluated and their content is
analyzed. Throughout the second section, moreother, results obtained from the
questionnaires are confronted with the hypothesad waith principles of optional
backshifting in indirect speech that is in the fasfrone dependent clause. In doing so, the

hypotheses are either confirmed or contradicted.



1.1. Direct vs. Indirect Reported Speech

Reported speech is used for reporting people’s svartd thoughts both directly
and indirectly. Typically, direct speech “conveys,claims to convey, the exact words of
the original speaker” (Coulmas 1986, 2), whereawdifect speech gives only” the
“content” of the original utterance (Huddleston d@ndllum 2002, 1023). The underlined

parts in examples [4] and [5] refer to direct anditiect speech respectively:

[4] i. He said, ‘| have/had no immediate details on whether thare/were any
casualties.’ [direct speech: VERSION 1]

ii. Hesaid, ‘I don’'t/didn’t know if anybody was killed or inred.’
irptt speech: VERSION 2]

iil. Hesaid, ‘Well...erm...unfortunately | have/had no immediate details on whether

there are/were any casualties.’ [direct speeVERSION 3]

[5] He said [that] he had no immediate details on whethergheere any casualties
(Art26). [indiresppeech]

This chapter deals with the (im)possibility of demg direct speech from indirect
and vice versa. Because indirect speech conveystlomicontent of the original utterance,
it is very difficult (or rather impossible) to finthe exact direct speech equivalent to a
particular indirect speech example. Provided than®le [5] is given and the reporter
does not know the exact wording of the originaérahce, there are a lot of direct speech
versions that can correspond to the indirect spae¢s]. In example [4] | mention three
versions which differ in grammatical structurest ldnich have the same informational
content.

The grammatical structure of the direct speecnfpllows the structure of the
indirect speech. The direct speech in [4]ii does make use of the structure used in its
indirect speech correspondent. The direct speed#]iinincludes expressions typical of
spoken language, such as filleesnf) and hesitatorsafell), which (as well as Yes/No short
answers) are not generally present in indirect @dpé€alexander 1988, 290). In addition,

4 Example [5] is taken from Article No. 26 ifhe London Timesnline newspaper. This example is
provided with three direct speech corresponderis ¢xample [4]) containing verbs in all tense fotha
the original speaker could possibly use, compawddrise forms in the indirect speech in exampleTbg
three versions are not however exhaustive, for eveal know the exact words of the original speaker.



[4]iii contains the evaluative adjunanfortunately which does not need to be necessarily
reproduced in indirect speech, as illustrated bgngpe [5]. This issue is discussed in
Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 773) who claim thaisit‘uncommon for evaluative

adjuncts to be retained in reported speech,” foeytare not a central part of what was said

and thus liable to be omitted.”

The impossibility of deriving the precise directesph version from a particular
indirect speech example is an important assumpticdhe field of research into reported
speech. Above all, it has an impact on the choicheomost appropriate mode of research,
which cannot be based on comparing indirect spegithits corresponding direct speech
version unless the latter is unambiguously givdns Tode of research could be employed
if we had a sufficient amount of direct and indirgpeech pairs, which are difficult to
obtain for non-native speakerghis is one of the factors that make the analystense in
indirect speech a complicated issue and the chaficen appropriate mode of research
difficult. For this reason, some linguists like Baland Reed (1997) do not presuppose the

original utterance at all, fully relying on conteat knowledge.

In practice, however, language users are moreastied in deriving indirect speech
from direct than in the reverse transformation.yrheed to know how to report events and
actions and to make use of the original speaké&tements. In general, it is not so difficult
to derive indirect speech from direct. Comrie (1,9938) talks about two changes: “the
shift of deictic centre”, which is discussed in @te 1.4, and the reporter’'s adaptation of
the original speaker’s utterance. In indirect spedte reporter is free either to omit some
information or add something new from his/her pahtview and “on the basis of his

knowledge about the world” (Coulmas 1986, 3).

Omission and addition of information on the partlté reporter are in accordance
with Comrie’s (1986, 267) claim that there are ‘& indirect speech correspondents to a
given direct speech example,” for every reportes kéferent information about the
situation and general knowledge. The former cas#iegpto, among others, evaluative
adjuncts likeunfortunatelyin example [4]iii. On the other hand, the repodan introduce
additional information in indirect speech, whicmazause confusions (Coulmas 1986, 2-
6). In example [6], for instance, it is not cleahether the italicized expressi@ducated
was said by the original speaker, namely Abu lbmahor whether it belongs to the

reporter’s knowledge of Abu Ibrahim’s personal.life

® The most appropriate mode of research into refospeech, more specifically into tense in indirect
speech, is discussed in Chapter 2.3.



[6] Abu Ibrahimexplained that he had become/became engaged two month® ago t

educatedyoung woman (Q119.

For analyzing tense and tense forms in indirecteapethis issue is of great
significance because the new information addedhlkyréporter from his/her perspective
can lay more emphasis on the reporting utterantteerdahan on the original one, which
may influence tense choice in indirect speech. dnegal, it is not the emphasis on the
reporting utterance that is studied by linguist€@mnection with tense choice in indirect
speech. Linguists are predominantly concerned Wi opposite phenomenon—the
emphasis on the original utterance. HuddlestonRarldim (2002, 157), for instance, claim
that the backshifted version is favoured over the-backshifted orlef both options are
possible and “the focus is on the original utteeahdloreover, the thesis is based on the
results of the research into indirect speeciitie London Timesnline newspaper articles,
carried out in Selucka (2008)which presupposes a reporter who strives for tampr
recent news as faithfully as possible, preservimg éntire content (and form) of the

original.

1.2. Structure and Function of Indirect Reported Speech

Indirect speech generally occurs in two syntactiacsures: embedded and non-
embedded (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 1024). Thigedded reported speech (ERS),
further referred to only as indirect speech, isnepiied by [5] and [6]. These examples

® The abbreviation Q11 refers to sentence No. Ithémuestionnaire | designed and let native speaker
Britain complete to verify or refute hypotheseslioed in Chapter 2.4 and to obtain data that wdl b
confronted with principles described in Chapter. Z.he questionnaire is attached in Appendix 2. The
indirect speech in examples that come from the teqprewaire is provided with all tense forms from walhi
native speakers could choose.

Backshift of tenses in indirect speech is disedsa Chapter 1.4.4. It is however necessary te tiat the
time of the situation in the reporting frame intuathg indirect speech in this study is always past.

For the research carried out in Selucka (2008pnhpiled a corpus of sentences by reading artiolg&se
London Timewnline newspaper. | read 191 articles (writtenl®B reporters) from which | compiled
1,441 instances of indirect speech (Selucka 200&IBinstances were used for analysis only maatijn
Out of 1,441 instances, | selected those that aoimdirect speech introduced with a reporting vierthe
past or past perfect tense (Condition 1) and tbasists of more than one dependent clause (Condiio
(8). The total number of tokens* with embedded regmbspeech fulfilling these two conditions is 327J.
This sample was analyzed, and the findings werendtated in the form of hypotheses (outlined in
Chapter 2.4), which are confronted with the resoiitained from questionnaires in Chapter 3. In thaluli
there are 39 tokens with non-embedded reportecchfalilling Conditions 1 and 2. Because this séamp
is not sufficient, it could not be subject to ditdianalysis.

7
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* A token refers to one occurrence of embeddedar-embedded indirect speech that consists of one o
more dependent clauses in the corpus of sentences.



show that it has the form of a subordinate clanaaely “a nominal that-clause” (Quirk et
al. 1985, 1025), dependent on the reporting frarhalleston and Pullum 2002, 1023) or,
more specifically, on the reporting verb in the agmg frame. The non-embedded
reported speech (NRS), illustrated by the undedlip&rt of example [7], takes the form of
an independent clause and is not therefore embeaddedeporting frame, which functions
syntactically as “a parenthetical, a kind of supptat” (1024).

[7] He had no immediate details on whether thereevagy casualtiehesaid.’

Concerning the occurrence of the two syntactic tansons in newspaper style,
the research has revealed that embedded reposediss much more frequent than non-
emdedded (Selucka 2008, 17-18). Table 1 showstdaaty 88% of 1,441 tokens are in the
form of embedded reported speech, compared to ha%dake the form of non-embedded

reported speech.

Table 1 Embedded and non-embedded reported speech m@esaf 1,441 tokens

Number Percentage (%)
ERS 1,263 87.6
NRS 178 12.4

Data from Selucka (2008, 18)

As for complexity, both embedded and non-embeddpdrted speech can consist
of one or more dependent clauses. As the above @aansuggest, this study pays
particular attention to tense choice in embeddedrted speech which consists of two or
more dependent clauses. Such complex indirect tegp@peech is further referred to as
‘composite indirect speech’, while indirect speechthe form of one clause is called
‘simple indirect speech’. Tense choice in non-endeed reported speech is rarely
discussed in modern grammars. In general, ling@spdain tense behaviour in indirect

speech by using examples with embedded reportettispe

° The embedded reported speech from example fErnsformed into the non-embedded reported speech i
example [7].



Tense choice in non-embedded reported speech carflienced by its syntactic
independence of the reporting frame. In Seluck®&2@6-47), | touched on this issue,
analyzing tokens with non-embedded reported speeckisting of more than one clause.
The total number of tokens fulfilling these conalits however is not sufficient. More
precisely, there are 39 tokens with 100 clauseth(dependent and independent) in non-
embedded reported speech. Focusing on choice betiheepast and past perfect tense,
the research has revealed (see Table 2) that remtredded reported speech the latter is
much less frequent than the past tense. Neverthales necessary to verify the results by

studying the issue in greater detail, which recquadarger sample of tokens.

Table 2 Frequency of tense forms in NRS in a sample 6fd@uses

TENSE FORM Number
will + present infinitive 2
present 13

present perfect

past 67
past perfect 8
P/P INF° 10

Data from Selucka (2008, 47)

Now let us consider the function of indirect speebtost frequently, indirect
speech has the function of a direct object (axamgles [5], [6] and [8]), but occasionally
it can also function as an extraposed subjectégample [9]) or as a subject complement
(see example [10]) (Quirk et al. 1985, 1025).

1% p/P INF is a term used for modal verbs (excepwid) followed by present or past infinitive, the modal
idiom be to(Quirk et al. 1985, 141), and the idiomatie going ta(Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 211).

' The data from Selucké (2008) is adapted in thieviohg way: the term future tense is replacedvbly
followed by present infinitive which is the onlyrfa of the future tense considered in Selucka (2@Q8,
22). Although in indirect speech studied in Selu¢R808)will has only the temporal meaning, it also
generally has a modal meaning, and therefalle+ present infinitive is a more precise term. InuSka
(2008), moreover, the present tense, the presetficcpbeand will followed by present infinitive are
sometimes given in one category. In this studis the frequency of the occurrence of the preseme
and present perfect that is occasionally mentianeshe categoryWill + present infinitive is always a
separate category. The frequency of this form feeitaken from tables given in Selucka (2008) or
discovered in terms of analysis of tokens fromdbepus described in Note 8.



[8] Theybelievedthat their car bomb exploded/had exploded prerabtur
[9] It was believedhat their car bomb exploded/had exploded prerabt©Q21).
[10] What theyclaimed was that the car bomb exploded/had exploded preeigt

According to Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 293g¢xample [10], in which the
indirect speech has the function of a subject cempht, is characterized by a lower
“degree of syntactic dependency of tihatclause on the reporting verb” than sentence
[8], which in some cases has an impact on tensieho indirect speecH.Considering
choice between the present and past tense, Dedetk anaka (1996, 293) believe that
sentence [12] therefore accepts the present tensee meadily than [11]. The
ungrammaticality of the use ofs in [11] is however connected with another factuoe t
linguists discuss, namely reporting verbs, suclingging introducing propositions that
are true only (or especially) in the original spedkworld (see Chapter 1.3).

[11] Johnimagined his wife wa#?*is pregnant (Declerck and Tanaka 1996, 291).
[12] What Johnmagined was that his wife wa8is pregnant (291).

Composite indirect speech is a nomitiat-clause that can be further divided into
two or more clauses, as in examples [5] and [1&kifes the sentence function of the
composite indirect speech, these clauses alsothairefunction in the sentence. The first
subordinate clause, immediately following the réipgrframe, or subordinate clauses in a
coordinate relation (one of which immediately fol® the reporting frame) are directly
dependent on the reporting frame, and they thustifum as an object, subject or subject
complement. In [13] both subordinate clauses angewdent on the reporting frame,

functioning as a direct object. In hypotheses natliin Chapter 2.4, providing an analysis

12 Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 285) list a numbéfamttors which may prevent the use of the presemse”
in indirect speech. Here are some of them: repprterbs with a strong ‘intensional force’ likmagine
(290-291), “a past focus” in the reporting fram@4p (both factors are discussed in Chapter 1.8)gha
“degree of privateness of the statement made” (Z8Bcussed in Chapter 1.4.2) and the reporter’s
disagreement with the reported statement (291 )ddirout the paper, Declerck and Tanaka (1996) make
it clear that the choice of an appropriate conteay override all the previously mentioned factors.

13 Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 293) mention thaiélai phenomenon can be observed in sentenceflike
in which the indirect speech has the function of(extraposed) subject, which they demonstrate by th
following sentence:

% That John’s wife was/is pregnantssaid by Bill, not by John

1 The symbols of ungrammaticality (*) and pragmatitacceptability (?) in [11] and [12] are takennfro

Declerck and Tanaka (1996).



of tense choice in indirect speech with respecthéotype of subordinate clauses, these are
therefore classified as object clauses.

[13] Before the explosion, however, Mr Mitchétlld his wife that he and Miss Jones
had been having/were having a sexual affair for yars AND he had been

trying/was trying to end it (Q26).

Clauses that do not open indirect speech or arecootdinate with the clause
opening indirect speech are not dependent on fhatneg frame, but on a clause within
the indirect speech. These can have the functi@mafbject, subject, subject complement,
adverbial or depend on a noun phrase and thus dssifebd as relative or attributive
content clauses (Selucka 2008, 24fhe second level of subordination can also have an
impact on tense choice in indirect speéch.

1.3. Reporting Verbs

There is a wide range of reporting verbs that aatnoduce indirect speech.
Generally, reporting verbs have distinct grammaitical semantic characteristics. As for
their grammatical form, they can occur in passieee®, as exemplified by [9], “have a
form of the ‘present’ participle ir{sisting explaining, phrasal verbs ppint ou),
verbonominal constructions consisting of a lightovand a noun”dive warning or “some
other structures with a light verb and an adjettigmake cleay (Selucka 2008, 10Y.
Although this study is limited to reporting verbsdirect speech can also be introduced
with nouns, usually those that are related to tapprverbs (for exampleéhe claimor

reply), and adjectives (for instangesistentor doubtfu) (Hewings 2005, 76).

As far as semantics is concerned, reporting verb:at used only for reporting

people’s words, but also for expressing their marofespeaking and reporting their

5 Apart from the clauses mentioned in the textSilucka (2008, 36-38) | deal with one more type of
clauses called supplements, which is a term tat@n Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 1350-1351). These
clauses are syntactically independent of the siraadf the sentence they are inserted into, whashhe
illustrated, for instance, by the phrad®e suggesteid the following example:

% The jurywas toldearlier in the week in evidence given by Ms Ligit she believethat the
teenager had had some problems with a previoushgoabichshe suggestedould have
been partially to blame for her charge’s appareatk of enthusiasm on coyArt57).

' This issue is discussed in Chapter 2.4.

" The division of reporting verbs in terms of thgimmmatical properties has resulted from the corpu
analysis carried out in Selucka (2008).
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beliefs, feelings, hopes, thoughts, perceptions, 8bme reporting verbs—mostly those
that do not belong to the category of communicatigghs (such asegret or realize—
“can be followed by an indirect speech (or indirdabught) clause but not by a direct
quote” (Declerck 1990, 537), which makes derivéypitif direct speech from indirect even
more improbable. In addition to this distinctionyddileston and Pullum (2002, 1027-1028)
mention a few verbs that occur exclusively in nombedded constructions, for example
smilg grin or go. As suggested in Selucka (2008, 10), howeverulstg predominantly
adhere to the above mentioned semantic charaatsrisécause there are no rules that
would classify all reporting verbs. Besides, thegvide lists of these verbs which, whether
long or short, are far from being exhaustive ardbasically incomparable.

The research focused on the frequency of occurreiceeporting verbs in
newspaper style confirms the statement in Quikl.et1985, 1024) that the vesayis the
most common of all, followed by the verdll (Selucka 2008, 15-17). This was proved in
both embedded and non-embedded reported speedcudgethere are only 39 tokens with
non-embedded reported speech (21 tokens of whaihde the vertsayin the reporting
frame), the emphasis is laid on reporting verbsoducing embedded reported speech,
which is displayed in Table 3. Out of 327 tokernsanty 53% of them are introduced with
the verbsay. The choice of verbs displayed in Table 3 may teracteristic of newspaper
style, but can also be influenced by analyzing oobynposite indirect speech (CIS)
(Seluckéa 2008, 16).

11



Table 3: List and frequency of reporting verbs in a sanqfld27 tokens with CI8

REPORTING VERBS Number Percentage (%)
say 172 52.6
tell 39 11.9
add, claim 13 4.0
insist, report 9 2.7
describe 6 1.8
admit, ask confirm, suggestthink 4 1.3
find, give (a) warningreveal show 3 0.9
agree announcebelieve declare disclose 2 0.6
hope rule, wonder

concedeconcludediscover explain feel 1 0.3
hear, hearclaims know, makeclear, notify,

point out, promise predict, protest question

respongd state warn

Data from Selucka (2008, 16)

The fact that the verbayis regarded as most frequent in indirect speeftieinced
many linguists in their mode of research. Comri@8@) or Davidse and Vandelanotte
(2011), for instance, limit their research onlyatmalyzing indirect speech introduced with
the phrasesaid thaf obtaining results which can be, as Comrie (198%/) claims,
“probably readily extendable to indirect speechhwother introductory verbs.” Whether
semantics of reporting verbs influences tense msedirect speech in English or not will
result from evaluation of questionnaires filledby native English speakers in Chapter 3.
In “Russian, for instance, tense behaves diffeyeatiier verbs of saying” and “verbs of
perception” (Comrie 1986, 294n2).

In general, the choice of reporting verbs deperdshe reporter, who can enrich
the reported utterance with additional informatiBg.using the verbvhisper for instance,
he/she expresses the way of conveying the origittatance. Declerck and Tanaka (1996)
outline constraints on tense choice in indirecespewith respect to semantics of reporting

verbs. In their view, the present tense is lese@eable than the past tense (or not

'8 Reporting verbs in Table 3 are listed accordintheir frequency of occurrence in the corpus ofeseces.
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acceptable at all) if there is a “past focus” ie tieporting frame evoked, for example, by
manner of speaking verbs likautter or whisper (294)}° or if the reporting verb has a
strong ‘intensional forcé like the verbsmaging fancy or pretend The latter create “a
private and peculiar possible world which is unljk coincide with anybody else’s” (for
example the reporter’s) “world of belief” (Declerelkd Tanaka 1996, 290). Propositions
introduced with these verbs, as in example [11,therefore less likely to be true at the
time of their reporting (291). Salkie and Reed (2,9836) comment on this, claiming that
such verbs introduce content that “can only makeseecontextualized against the past
context of” one’s “thoughts.” Most frequently, pjlies to verbs of thinking (Declerck and
Tanaka 1996, 290), which lay an emphasis on the tifthe original utterance.

1.4. Deixis

1.4.1. General Issue

Deixis is a term used for expressions that areefpreted in relation to certain
features of the utterance-act—the place, time anrticppants” (Huddleston and Pullum
2002, 1023). Deictic elements are thus e.g. adaksrioif time and place (such lasreand
therg, demonstrative and personal pronouns, and te@é8g {The reference of these
phenomena “potentially varies from one utterance aiwother” (1451), or, more
specifically, from directly reported utterance nalirectly reported one.

In direct speech, deictic expressions are relatetheé original speaker’'s “speech
situation,™ which is “taken as deictic centre” (Comrie 1993).1n indirect speech, as
Comrie (1986, 108) says, the deictic centre istethito that of the reporter’s. In other
words, deictics in indirect speech are often intetigd relative to the ‘here and now’ of the

report.

% In addition, Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 294)ral#iat the reporter tends to “repeat the exact svofd
the original utterance” if he/she chooses to useaaner of speaking verb likautter or whisper(1996,
294).

% This term is related to the term ‘intensional @dmh (=possible world), which Declerck and Tanaka
(1996) adopted from Rigter (quoted in Declerck diathaka 1996, 287), who defines it in the following
way: it is “a domain of interpretation which has d@wn set of presuppositions and truth conditioms,
terms of which propositions can be evaluated atefpneted.” The intensional domain is created hypse
of saying and thinking (Declerck and Tanaka 19%7,)2

2L 'gpeech situation’ is not a very precise termase it refers to spoken discourse rather thanritbew
one. Nevertheless, the term reported speech di= te reported thought. In the thesis, ‘speetttation’
is therefore used as a synonym for the originahkpes (or the reporter’s) ‘here and now’.
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1.4.2. Person Deixis

While the issue of tense in indirect speech (disedsn Chapter 1.4.4) is more
complicated, person deixis is more straightforwiarthat there is no difference in “the use
or meaning of the personal pronouns” in reported aon-reported speech (Huddleston
and Pullum 2002, 1025). Pronouns are “invariablgrpreted relative to the report . . .
depending on who is speaking to whom” (1025), whila matter of “semantics and
pragmatics” rather than “of formal transpositioonr direct speech” (Comrie 1986, 275).
Compare the original (example [14]) with its rep@tample [15]):

[14] Suetold Max, ‘I love you.’
[15] i. (Said to Max by Sgel told youl lovedyou
ii. (Said to Sue by MaxYoutold meyoulovedme
iii. (Said about Sue by MpxSuetold meshelovedme

Nevertheless, who is talking about whom with wham bave an impact on tense
choice in indirect speech. Blackstone (quoted icl&ek and Tanaka 1996) and Declerck
and Tanaka (1996) discuss factors that decide ®@ratheptability of the present tense in
indirect speech and that are somehow related tasthee of person deixis. The factor
suggested by Blackstone (quoted in Declerck andalari996, 290) is ‘immediacy of
interest’ which is applied to sentences in whick teporter “makes a statement about
himself” or herself (290), as in [16]. In these exsthe present tense is preferred because
the reporter's “own here-and-now is to him” or h&he most relevant context of
interpretation” (290). Blackstone (quoted in Deckeand Tanaka 1996, 290) claims that in

[17] the present tense would be less natural thqha].

[16] The doctottold methatmyblood group iB (Declerck and Tanaka 1996, 290).
[17] The doctotold Mrs Smith heblood group wa8 (290).

Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 292) study tense chwiiterespect to the “degree of
‘privateness’ of the statement made.” Discussirgydbceptability of the present tense in
sentences [18] and [19], they claim that in [19 gresent tense is less acceptable because

the reported statement is private, compared tatdtement in [18] (292). The privateness
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means that the original speakdolin makes a statement about himself or herself (292),
which in [19] is implied by the pronoume referring toJohn Declerck and Tanaka (1996,
292) explain that the “more private the statemtg, higher the probability that it is true
only in the original speaker's world and the lovles probability that” the reporter “will
find it relevant to represent the statement as @lsoin his ¢-world.”*? However, it is not
always possible to say whether or to what degree rédported statement is private.
Moreover, Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 193) claint #maappropriate context may make

both tense forms equally acceptable.

[18] JohnsaidthatBill was/is ill (Declerck and Tanaka 1996, 292).
[19] Johnsaidthathewas/?is ill (292).

1.4.3. Tense as a Deictic Phenomenon and Indirect Speech

Tense is a grammatical category that has “deiampboral reference,” which
means that tense “involves reference to a poimtterval of time which is determined in
relation to the moment of utterance” (Lyons 19952-313). From the opposite point of
view, we use “tenses” to “locate situations in tinwith respect to “some arbitrary

reference point” (Comrie 1993, 1%).

Tense is a complex issue for analysis which lintguggproach in various ways,
and a different conception usually requires a diffé set of terms used for its description.
In other words, there is no uniform terminology.this study | will provide two sets of
concepts that play a role in explaining the issutease in indirect speech. One is used in
Huddleston and Pullum (2002), the other in Declgt®90 and 1995). Huddleston and
Pullum (2002) introduce the term ‘time of orientati, which, according to Huddleston
(1969, 790), is a point (or interval) in time witaspect to which a situation (event or
action) expressed in the verb form is located,atiar ordered, in tim&.Another term is

22 +-world’ is an abbreviation for ‘temporal zero-pdjnwhich in Declerck and Tanaka (1996) refers te th
time of utterance (or, more precisely, the timeepforting).

% Reichenbach (quoted in Declerck 1995, 2) intéspadl tenses in terms of temporal relations betwibe
following points: the moment of speech (S), the reatrof event (E) and the reference point (R). & hi
opinion, for example, “the past perfect expressestemporal structure ‘E before R before S’ 7 (3).
Comrie (1993, 121-129) also uses the three poimtsfdrmal representation of tenses. He does not
however represent all tenses in the same way ah&siach.

% The term ‘time of orientation’ corresponds to théerence point discussed in Note 23.
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the ‘time of situation® In [20], the time of situation is the time of dginwhile the time of
orientation is the time of utterance (Huddlestod Ballum 2002, 125).

[20] He diedof lung cancer (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 125).

For the past, present and future tense in theic hes®?° the time of orientation “is
normally the time of speaking or writing” (or theme of utterance) (Huddleston and
Pullum 2002, 126). Nevertheless, the past tense does not alwayslitsasituation with
respect to the time of utterance. If it does (ak}), it is said to be interpreted deictically
(126). We talk about deictic use of the past tensédeictic’ time with respect to which
the tense locates its situation. In subordinatasaa like in [21], the past tensehéatedl
represents its situation as being anterior “tottime of his (possibly) making a claim of
cheating” and “not anterior to the time of my utgl (126). In these cases, the past tense
is said to be interpreted non-deictically (127)likinthe past tense that can be used both
deictically and non-deictically, the past “perfemtse, by contrast, is normally non-deictic”
(140).

[21] If she beats him, he’ll claim she cheafelliddleston and Pullum 2002, 126).

For tense changes in indirect speech, HuddlestdnPaiium (2002, 153) use the
term ‘backshift’, which is discussed in Chapter.4.4 hey describe the difference between
ordinary and backshifted preterite in terms of @eiXhey claim that ordinary preterite is

“normally deictic,” while the backshifted one, whics illustrated byhadin [23] is seen as

% Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 125) distinguishwieen the ‘time of situation’ and the ‘time referred
Either both terms overlap or the latter can be anlgoint or an interval within the time of the waol
situation. | do not distinguish between these terms
Perfective aspect is not considered here. H,iitiis given explicitly, as in the past perfelct.addition,
basic uses of the past, present and future temeeassafollows: the past tense locates its situatiotine
past (with respect to the present moment)—“antexonow” (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 140), the
present tense locates it in the time around noal@ling the present moment), and the future tensatés
it in the future (with respect to the present motpen
Even though it holds valid in most cases, theedrsstances such as:

% You are now leaving West Bexl{a written notice]
In instances like these, as Huddleston and PulR002, 126) say, the time of orientation is ideetifas
“the time of decoding rather than encoding.” Foattleason, Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 126)
introduce the term deictic time, which (for the fpgsresent and future tense in their basic use) is
“normally the time of utterance.” In the thesisetlime of decoding and encoding is not taken into
account. | touch upon the issue because | wanlatifycthat the time of orientation and deictic #nean
be different in sentences with the past, presefitare tense in their basic use.

26

27
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non-deictic because its time of orientation is dateed by the time of the situation in the
reporting frame (153). For explanation of tense imdirect speech, however, this
terminology is not quite appropriate because outarftext the reporter may interpret the
situation of having in [23] as being past from hé&s/point of view (relative to the time of

his/her utterance), and that is how deixis is ndsmanderstood.

[22] ‘I have too many commitments’ (Huddleston &hdlum 2002, 151).

[23] Jill said she_ hadoo many commitments (151).

Another conception described in this chapter i$ dfideclerck’s. Declerck (1990
and 1995) uses ‘relative’ and ‘absolute’ tensesefgulanation of tense choice in indirect
speech (see also Chapter 2.2). The present tergpde@re3, present perfect (e.dpave
left), future tense (e.gwill leave) and past tense (e.tgft) which locate their situation
directly to the temporal zero-point (usually thenei of utterance) are called ‘absolute
tenses’ (Declerck 1995, 5). The past perfect (eagl lef), past timewould followed by
present infinitive (e.gwould leavg andwould followed by perfect infinitive (e.gwould
have leff®® which relate their situation to a temporal poiiteg in the context (not to the

time of utterance) are called ‘relative tenses! (8)

Although Declerck’s theory of tense is not limitedly to tense in indirect speech,
| deliberately select examples that are relatatiimissue. In example [24] Declerck (1995,
6) demonstrates the existence of two past tenbesiwde and relativ&.An absolute tense
is claimed to create a ‘temporal domain’, whileedative tense relates the time of its
situation to the time of the situation in the temgdalomain (Declerck 1995, 6). In [24],
therefore, the past tense form sdy establishes a temporal domain (and is therefore
absolute), while the past perfebafl worked, the past tense form bg, and the past time
would followed by present infinitivewould g9 express the domain-internal relation of
anteriority, simultaneity and posteriority respeely (and are therefore relative) (Declerck
1990, 516). In other words, the verasrepresents its situation as being simultaneous wit

the situation of John’s utterance, while the pastget and the past timeould followed

% For the latter two tenses, Declerck (1995) usestérms ‘conditional tense’ and ‘conditional petfe
respectively. These terms are imprecise, for theygest the use of the tenses in their modal meaning
However, Declerck (1995) mostly uses the tensethéir temporal meaning. | therefore replace these
terms with their corresponding tense forms, whigtBrck employs in his analysis.

% Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 127) use the terictideand non-deictic use of the past tense instead
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by present infinitive represent their situation @mtion) as being anterior and posterior
respectively to the situation of John’s utterance.

[24] Johnsaidthat he had workelard all day, that he was tirathd that he would g
bed early (Declerck 1995, 6).

The tense of reporting verbs is most frequentlyohlts. The tense of reported
verbs, Declerck (1990, 519) claims, is either redatillustrated by all reported verb forms
in [24], or absolute, which applies to cases inahHithe temporal order of the situations”
is clear from the use of time adverbials, suchhesdly beforein example [25], “the
context or from the hearer’s pragmatic knowledgéhefworld.” If none of these features
Is obvious (as in [26]), the tense is interpretedr&ative, which, according to Declerck
(1990, 519), is the unmarked choice if both theadion in the indirect speech and the
situation in the reporting frame lie in the pashdaispheré® Out of context, therefore,
speakers normally interpretasin [26] as locating its situation at the same taseJohn’s
utterance (534).

[25] Johnsaid that Bill wasin Londonthe day beforéDeclerck 1990, 519).
[26] Johnsaid that Bill wasin London (519).

Nevertheless, there are sentences like [27] in wBiEmantics of verbs play an
important role. As Declerck (1995, 25-26) putswtpte in [27] cannot be interpreted in
terms of simultaneity (as “coinciding with a poofttime”) because the situation expressed
in the verb is durative and the verb is telic, itancludes an inherent end-point without
which it is incomplete. Verbs expressing such situs as that of John’s writing a book in
[27] are pragmatically interpreted as being locdiefbre the time of the original speaker’s
utterance (26). In my opinion, the reason why tast perfect in [27]Had written) is not

necessary at all is that there is no possibilitynadinterpreting the temporal relations.

[27] Johnsaidthat he wrotea book (Declerck 1995, 26).

%0 According to Declerck (1990, 514), a situatiom dm located either in the past time-sphere (bettuze
moment of speech) or in the present time-sphere.
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1.4.4. Tense in Indirect Speech: Backshift

Although Declerck (1990) describes tense behaviourdirect speech by means of
absolute and relative tense, it is the term ‘baidkghat is frequently adopted to explain
tense choice in indirect speech with respect tedarsed in direct speech. Backshift refers
to a change of “tense forms of the verbs” when tilme reference of the original utterance
(or mental activity) no longer applies at the tithat the utterance (or mental activity) is
reported” (Quirk et al. 1985, 1026). In other wqrilds a means of deixis, making tense

forms change relative to the here and now of thente

Backshift can be triggered under the following dainds:

A. The tense of the reporting verb in the reportiragne is past (Huddleston and Pullum
2002, 153).

[28] ‘I had left’ (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 156) [origilih
Shesaid that she had left (156). [redor

B. The time of the situation in the reporting framepast (Huddleston and Pullum 2002,
153). It is illustrated by [29] in which the timef a@elling is interpreted as past in

consequence of semantic properties of the karembe(153).

[29] | remembertelling him that she had too many commitments (Huddlestod
Pullum 2002, 153).

C. The tense of the reporting verb in the reportiragne is future and the situation in

indirect speech refers “retrospectively to the eng’s(Quirk et al. 1985, 188).

[30] Tomorrow, Francewill say that she was absent today (Comrie 1986, 281).

3L Quirk et al. (1985, 188) illustrate this kindlckshift with the following example:
< My wife will besorry that she missed seeing you this evening
Unlike this, Comrie’s example is introduced withegorting verb, which is in accordance with thisdst
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In addition, no backshift generally takes place mwitee tense of the reporting verb
is present (Quirk et al. 1985, 1026), although Hesldn and Pullum (2002, 153) admit
that the “reference to past tense” in conditionalldws for backshifting after a perfect as
well as after a preterite,” which they illustratétwan example with a verb in the present
perfect tense. In the thesis, as well as in Sel2kA8), however, | am preoccupied with
indirect speech fulfilling the first two conditionsnder which the situation in indirect
speech is most complex. These conditions can hisfisd jointly,” or “either alone is
sufficient” (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 153).

In grammar books, changes of tense forms in intlspeech are always illustrated
with their corresponding tense forms in direct gbed& he third column of Table 4 shows
basic changes discussed in Quirk et al. (1985, -102F). As regards the past tense form,
Quirk et al. claim that it is not shifted back intlle past unless it is necessary, and
therefore both the past and past perfect tensgiaea as possible equivalents of the past
tense in indirect speeéhAs revealed in the last line, the shift of thetpaerfect is not
expressed formally, for such a tense form in thgliEh tense system does not exist.
Nevertheless, Declerck (1990, 540), rejecting tleaiof “formal backshifting,” argues that
the absence of the backshifted past perfect ig julitifiable because it always expresses

temporal relations in the past-time sphere (inddpetly of the context).

Table 4: Formal representation of tense forms in indirpetesh

DIRECT SPEECH INDIRECT SPEECH
NO BACKSHIFT* BACKSHIFT
present present past
present perfect present perfect past perfect
past past past perfect
past perfect past perfect past perfect

32 Choice between the past and past perfect is @nwftoptional and obligatory backshifting discubse
Chapter 2.1.
% Conditions under which no backshift takes plasediscussed in Chapter 2.1.
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Besides modal verbs that are discussed in Chapteb, 1ITable 4 provides a
complete overview of basic tense forms in indirspeech as representing their direct
speech counterparts. In doing so, it also revéalsin indirect speech the past perfect and
past tense forms provide several possibilities mierpretation. In Selucka (2008),
therefore, | focus predominantly on these two forisreover, it is not an easy task to
recognize whether the tense form is backshiftedabrprovided that only indirect speech
(without its direct speech counterpart) is avagatiExamples [25] and [26] show how
important contextual information is. On conditidmat an adverbial of time, such tse
previous dayn [25], is in the surrounding context of [26]néence [26] can be interpreted
in the same way as [25]. However, the context tsahways helpful either. This is another
reason that makes tense in indirect speech auifigsue for analysis. This fact reflects in

the mode of research into the issue of tense inecidspeech (discussed in Chapter 2.3).

1.4.5. Modal Verbs in Indirect Speech

Modal verbs require special attention, as suggesteétklucka (2008), in which |
treat modal verbs (except fanill) separately, putting them in a special categamythis
chapter, | will focus on representation of modatibaries in indirect speech with respect
to their functions, which in Table 5 (see belowg given in square brackets. As well as
tense forms discussed above, modal auxiliarieearptesent tense form suchvali, may
andcan are shifted into the past in indirect speech & tiime references change (Quirk et

al. 1985, 1031). If they do not, the modal verbeam unchanged, as illustrated in Table 5.

Functions ofcan andwill do not play any role; their backshifted preteritee
always could and would respectively (Leech 2004, 110). As foray, its backshifted
version is eithemight or could Leech (2004, 111) claims that nowadays the foromdy
rarely representsnay in the sense of permission. In this case, he saydd is a more
natural equivalent ofnay in indirect speech (111). Quirk and Greenbaum 31845)
show how the meaning of a modal auxiliary may biéedint when used in the same
context in indirect speech and outside indirecespeMight in [32], for example, is used
in the sense of permission (correspondingni@y in the direct speech of [31]) with its
meaning assigned to the subject of the reportiaghdr (345). According to Quirk and
Greenbaum (1973, 345), sentence [32] can be there&written as follows: John was
giving me permission to gol ‘might gooutside indirect speech would” however “mean
that | was considering the possibility of going48J.
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[31] (Said to me by JohnYou may go’ (Quirk and Greenbaum 1973, 345).
[32] (Said by me about Johdohnsaid that | mightgo (345).

Table 5: Formal representation of modal auxiliaries in iedt speechi

DIRECT SPEECH INDIRECT SPEECH
will, can [all functions] will, can OR  woul@ould
may [possibility] may OR might
may [permission] may OR (mightrould
shall [making an offer] shouldcan OR shouldcould
shall [asking for information] will OR would
shall [future reference] (shakwill OR (shouldy would

must [logical necessity/deduction, | must
advice, permanent command
or prohibitions]

UJ

must [obligation] must had to= would have to

would would ¢ would have done)

might, should, ought to, had better might, shoulbuld, ought to, had better

need(n’t) need(n'thy (not)need to would(n’t) have
to

could [present ability] could

could [future ability] could would be able to

could [past ability] could had been able to

could [past permission] coukdwas (were) allowed tohad been
allowed to

3 Information on formal representation of modalifiasies in indirect speech, summarized in Tablevas
collected from various sources. Most of them areatineed directly in the text when representation of
individual modal auxiliaries in indirect speechcisnsidered. Nevertheless, those that are not disdus
the text are given her&leedn’tand must(with its representation in indirect speech asetielng on its
functions) is discussed in Thomson and MartineB(.94.33), representation obuld categorized in terms
of its functions is described in Thomson and Matif1986, 273), and the useaight toandhad better
is taken from Leech (2004, 111).
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As far asshall is concerned, linguists are predominantly conagnweéh how to
report questions beginnirghall | or Shall we Swan (2005, 252) explains that reporting
Shall I ...?questions depends on “whether the speaker is@éiinnformation or making
an offer.” The use o$hall in indirect speech, as suggested by Swan (208%)iven in
Table 5. Table 5 also shows theltall is replaced with other modal verbwil(, can
should, even if the time references do not change. bp@sitions about future, Leech
(2004, 111) claimsshall is normally shifted tavould but shouldis also (though rarely)
possible. Swan (2005, 252) confirms thatuld may be used for reporting first-person
shallandshould which, he claims, can result from the changees§pnal pronouns.

In addition, direct speech with a modal verb isyvieequently reported by means
of an infinitival construction, using a verb comesding to the particular function of the
modal auxiliary. In [33khall is used to express an offer, which is reportedchbgns of the

verboffer.

[33] ‘Shalll bring you some tea?’ tsaid.

He offeredo bring me some tea (Thomson and Martinet 1988).2

As revealed in Table 5, the form of all other modaixiliaries may remain
unchanged in indirect speech. It also appliemtst which (like can may, shall andwill)
is in the present tense form. This makes the reBaato the behaviour of modal verbs in
indirect speech difficult. In addition, most of thecan be replaced with other verbs, which
in the case ofMmustandcould depends on their functions. As faould Bélicek (1994,
259) argues, it can (occasionally) be shifted thipast conditional if time references are
changed further into the past because present tcomali (vould followed by present

infinitive) “cannot convey the past” (259).

1.4.6. Time Adverbials

As far as time adverbials are concerned, we disti#igbetween “expressions with
fixed reference,” such a6 July 200%r in 2009 which always have “the same referent”
(independent of their occurrences), and expresswitis deictic reference,” which is
“dependent on the context” (Comrie 1986, 268). kenmnore, time adverbials can be

divided into three categories: deictically intetpce time adverbials, non-deictically
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interpreted time adverbials and those possiblyrpnéged in both way¥. As regards the
former category, there are time adverbials k&, today, yesterdaytomorrow next week
last weekthis morningor two days agdHuddleston and Pullum 2002, 695) that have a
“time reference as a part of their meaning” (Conik@86, 288). In other words, they
should always take the speaker’s here and noweasdéictic centre.

The second category includes time adverbialstlieeprevious daythat morning
the following yearthe next dayr then“that indicate a period of time . . . by refererice
some point established within the text” (Huddlest®69, 799). Some adverbials, for
exampleon Saturdayat four o’clock in Septembeion Sunday nightr on April 22 can be
interpreted both deictically and non-deictical§eptemberfor instance, can refer to the
Septembeof the year in which the utterance is uttereddiileuse), or &eptembeof the
year given in the context (non-deictic use). As #ladton and Pullum (2002, 695) put it,
these adverbials mostly relate to “calendar andkctones” which “recur cyclically and to
understand their reference we need to know whickeag intended.”

In direct speech, the original speaker can use &dwerbials either deictically or
non-deictically. In indirect speech the latter am@mally retained. In the case of the
former, however, the reporter can either keep thesadirect speech (if no change is
necessary and the interpretation of time adverlgalse same as in direct speech) or shift
them relative to the ‘here and now’ of the reptmtgeneral, deictically used expressions
(yesterday, which have the time reference as a part of tmeianing, are replaced by non-
deictic the day beforeif the time reference no longer applies at theetiof reporting. In
example [35], for instance, Comrie (1986, 273) aepkyesterdaywith the day before
because it is not probable that the reported s&tefexample [35]) was made on the same
day as its original (example [34]). Moreover, timd expressiommne dayis too vague for

the exact time of reporting to be specified (274).

[34] One day Naomisaidto Oscar, ‘| saw yoyesterday(Comrie 1986, 273).
[35] One day Naomisaidto Oscar that she had seen/saw thienday befor¢273).

% Deictically interpreted time adverbials are thasterpreted relative to the time of utterance.diieiand
non-deictic use of time adverbials is discussdduddleston and Pullum (2002, 695-702).
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Sometimes, a deictic time adverbial (used in thgirmal speech) is replaced with
another deictic time adverbial (interpreted relatto the ‘here and now’ of the report),

which is shown in example [36]. In [3&dayrefers to the reporter’s time of utterance.

[36] (on SaturdayGeorgetold me, ‘I am leavingomorrow’

(on SundayYesterday Georgmld me that he is leavinpday(Byrne 1965, 21).

The use of time adverbials in indirect speech terd@ined by stylistic features and
subjective feelings of individual speakers. In $ki(2008, 19), it was discovered that in
newspaper style reporters often use time advenmdisfixed reference (see example [37])
or time expressions belonging to the third categlascribed above, having a cyclic nature
(see example [38]), as exemplified by the firselof Table 6. Out of 118 tokens included
in indirect speech (both embedded and non-embeddédduced with past reporting
verbs, there are 63 expressions like those in BW [38]. In newspaper style, the
reference of adverbials belonging to the third gatg, for instanceon Friday and in
March, is clear from the context. They are frequentlgdusgleictically because of a short

period that usually elapses between the origirtatamce and its reporting.

[37] The courtwas told that at least six of the photographers who werthénPont de
'Alma tunnel in Parison August 31, 1994vhen the Princess, Dodi Fayed and
their driver, Henri Paul, were killed had not bessued with summonses despite

previous assurances that this had already been(dotig 0).

[38] La Repubblica newspapsaid that woman in custody had shared the whitewashed
cottage at Perugia where Ms Kercher was found mldeked bedroom with her
throat sliton Friday(Art185).
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Table 6: Time expressions in indirect speech in a samplel 8ftokens

TIME EXPRESSIONS Total number
1. | EXACT date, year, day, a part of a day 63
2. | tomorrow 4
3. | today, now 13
4. | last night (2x), last week (2x), last 15

week’s, last Monday, last month (2x
last November, by the end of this
month, this month, this year’s, this
year (3x)

5. | next month, next year, the next day 4
the next morning

6. | that morning, that evening, that 3
evening

7. | past, recent 5

8. | two months ago, 20 years ago, a 4

decade or more ago, six years ago

9. | over, for 7

Data from Selucka (2008, 20)

Time expressions given in lines 3-9 of Table 6aagorized in terms of elements
they contain. At first, adjectives, such last, next pastandrecent and demonstratives,
such aghis andthat, and the prepositioago are considered. The rest of time phrases are
divided according to prepositionsver, for) they include (Selucka 2008, 18-19). Another
characteristic of newspaper style is that the repor an event comes shortly after it
happens. After comparing time adverbials in line &f Table 6, therefore, one can come
to a conclusion that the deictic use of time adwdsbis more frequent with time
expressions referring to a longer period of tinilee(onthin [39]), while the non-deictic
use is characteristic of time expressions referting shorter period of time (for example a
part of the day likeeveningin [40]). In other words, time references given tioye
adverbials likethis monthor this yearin the original utterance remain “valid at the ¢imof

reporting” (19).

% Time expressions in Table 6 are taken from seeteanalyzed in Selucka (2008).
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[39] . . . the French government recently receiaednemo from the International
Atomic Energy Agencystating that Iran_will beready to run almost 3,000 cen-
trifuges in 18 cascaddy the end of this month . (Art157).

[40] Mr Sollecitoclaimed that he was not at the houbat evening . . (Art188).

As discussed above, the time referencdoofiorrow, yesterday today and now
changes unless the reporter makes a report orathe day as the original speaker gives
his/her speech. As faodayandnow, however, their interpretation can be more complex
Todaycan have the same meaningnasvadays(Selucka 2008, 19), which in newspaper
style usually has the same referent in indirecespes it had in the original utterance. In
addition,now (see example [41]) can occasionally be used nasticidly (or unshifted as
opposed to their occurrence in direct speech) “whercontext makes it clear that the time
to which the adjunct refers is in the past” (Thoonp4994, 115). Similarly, Brecht (1974,
493) discusses the referencdaday(see example [42]), claiming that in a suitabletemt
it can be interpreted relative to the time of theioal utterance (not to the time of

reporting).

[41] Our fathersaid that we must be beyond the cottagenbw (Thompson 1994, 115).

[42] (Said on 25 April, 20D1It was a beautiful sunny day, 5 May 1994, andaftwen
imagined thattodaywas the right day for hiking.

Nextalso co-occurs with time adverbials in both deiethd non-deictic usé.he
next dayis used non-deictically as an equivalent of thetoletomorrow Next weekon the
other hand, always has a deictic reference. “Foresspeakers,” furthermore, “expressions
with ago can be carried across unchanged from direct spgeashn [44] (Comrie 1990,
295n7). For such speakers, Comrie (1986, 295n%) Bag years agan [44] could refer to
the period five years before the time of the repottefore Umberto’s utterance.

37 Brecht (1974, 494) uses the following example:
< It was the fourth of July, 1925. As he lay theratiwg for the first signs of daylight, the first
thought that came into Jesse’s mind was tteataywas the day for the big parade in Dallas.
Example [42] is formed to illustrate Brecht's ideaAs opposed to Brecht's example (in which the
indirect/thought is introduced with the nothough), the indirect speech in example [42] is introdlice
with a verb.
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[43] In 1980, Umbert®aid, ‘I arrivedfive years ago(Comrie 1990, 295n7).
[44] In 1980, Umbertmaid that he had arrivefive years agg295n7).

The time expressiofive years ag@enerally have the same referent relative to both
the original speaker and the reporter (and theeefbican occur logically unshifted in
indirect speech) if the proposition is reportedriidin less than a year) after its original
utterance. This phenomenon is influenced by the gxpression used with the preposition
ago. Five yearsis a long period, which makes its validity at thee of reporting possible,
while three days agevould have a different referent in indirect speaaless the report is

uttered on the same day as the original.

Instances like these make it difficult to decideettter a time adverbial is used

deictically or not unless an appropriate contexfiven.

1.4.7. Tense and Time Adverbials in Indirect Speech

In the previous chapter, time adverbials were a®rsd independently of tense in
indirect speech. Both tense and time adverbialsghier, are deictic elements that have the
quality of time referencing, and it is therefor¢emesting to consider the co-occurrence of
these phenomena. As Lyons (1995, 312) says, tearsée very often “redundant in that
context makes it clear whether the event beingnedeto took place in the past, is taking
in the present or will take place in the future.&nBe choice in indirect speech can
therefore be influenced by the presence of an aihlemwhich makes the time reference
clear. In indirect speech it mainly applies to ceobetween the past and past perfect, the
former of which could be favoured if both were inngiple possible and the indirect
speech included a time expression, which is exdmliby [45]. The context makes it
clear that both the past perfect and past tens@@ssible, and that the use of the past

perfect bad attackeflwould be rather redundant.

[45] CONTEXT: A masked rapist was tracked down afteyédrs when a relative gave a DNA sample
in a completely unrelated case. Detectives reope¢hednvestigation into the violent assault in
Bridgwater, in Somerset, in 1993 when test reselgaled a family connection to the attacker. On
30 October, 2007, Godfrey admitted rape, attemjbiegigery and indecent assault at the court,

where the message given in the indirect speectdelasered.
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The courtheard that Godfrey attackedis victim on a canal bridge in Bridgwater,
Somerset, at lawn April 25, 1993 Art 166).

In Table 7, which illustrates the results of resbainto co-occurrence of tense
forms and time expressions in embedded indirec@dpetroduced with a reporting verb
in the past tense, the number of the past tengegsample [45]) and past perfect (see
examples [46] and [47]) is quite comparable (Sedu2R08, 45). It can be explained in a
number of ways. First, it is possible for a timeedbial, for examplehis year to co-occur
with the past perfect which in indirect speech espnts the present perfécSecond,
reporters in newspaper style may try to make tiefierences as clear as possible. The time
reference can therefore be expressed in more tiatemporal element, even though some
of them may be redundant. This could be the casaarhple [47] in which the past perfect
(had died co-occurs with the time adverbiah May 3

On the contrary, however, reporters tend to infdheir readers as briefly as
possible. The tendency towards conciseness goa@ssagiae second argument for the co-
occurrence of the past perfect with time adverbialsndirect speech. Third, the (non-
deictic) past perfect generally requires a refezgmaint in the text, which (in addition to
the context or pragmatic knowledge of the hearadiee) may be given by a time
adverbial. This was confirmed by Biber (1999, 46800 discovered that the past perfect

generally co-occurs with time adverbials more fesgly than the past simple tense.

% As well as with the choice between the past aast perfect tense in indirect speech, it is natroftlear
whether the past perfect in indirect speech repissthe present perfect, past tense or past perfect
(occurring in the original utterance).
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Table 7: Choice of tense forms in clauses with time expoessin a sample of 99 tokens

TENSE FORM Number
will + present infinitive 3
present 6
present perfect 2
past 38
past perfect 33
P/P INF 17

Data from Selucka (2008, 46)

[46] CONTEXT: Reported on 26 October, 2007. The repdritarms readers about current Russian

economy and financial situation.

(Bread prices have doubled and eggs@rper cent more expensive, while) the
State Statistical Servigeported that the price of milk_had risdsy 9.4 per cenn
Septembe(Art151).

[47] Mr Ribeiro said police believed that Madeleine_had died May 3and was not
being held alive by an abductor (Art136).

In indirect speech (as well as outside indirecespg deictic time expressions can
be combined with deictic use of tense forms, af38}, and non-deictic ones with non-
deictic use of tense forms, as in [48]. It shoulnvever be noted that in this study
exclusively deictic tense forms are consideredeidhe present, present perfect and future
tense. The interpretation of the past simple depeord the context (although it is not
always helpful either), the past perfect tenseesegally considered non-deictic and the

P/P INF category including modal verbs is diffictdtinterpret.

[48] The first thing she thought of after the bombnt off was the children, and she
admitted it had beenhard speaking to therthat morning (Art128) (quoted in
Seluckéa 2008, 19).
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Furthermore, deictic time adverbials “may be as#ed with verbs having non-
deictic tense” (Huddleston 1969, 801), as illugilaby [49]. It is however necessary to
remember that in this study only the indirect spei@troduced with a past reporting verb
is considered. As for the indirect speech introdueéh a verb in the future tense, Comrie
(1993, 113) finds differences in accepting sentenige [50] by individual speakers. He
himself considers [50] in which the non-deictic ppésnse co-occurs with the deictic
tomorrow fully acceptable, but some speakers regard suttersees “marginal or totally

unacceptable” (113).

[49] Rob Andrew, the RFU’s elite rugby directoeyealed yesterday thalast weekin
Marseilles, Wilkinson had been handaabther ball that was not an official match
ball and on that occasion had gone ahead withitke(Rrt84).

[50] Johnwill say on the twentieth of May that he arrivégimorrow (Comrie 1993,
113).
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2 Principles and Hypotheses

2.1. Factors in Optional and Obligatory Backshifting

Principles governing backshift of tenses in indirgoeech mostly apply to indirect
speech which has the form of one dependent cléusming so, they are often considered
to hold valid in composite indirect speech. Eveautfh backshift in composite indirect
speech is influenced by its complexity (see Chapt), it cannot be explained without
knowledge of factors that have an impact on tehsgce in indirect speech in general. In
Selucka (2008), | deal with factors relevant toi@pal and obligatory backshifting, which
are discussed in Huddleston and Pullum (2002, B5-and Quirk et al. (1985, 1027-
1028). In this chapter these factors are provideteliewing also other linguists’ opinions

and views.
Factors relevant to backshifting in indirect speeah be divided as follows:
A. Factors relating to choice between backshifted rasmdtbackshifted tense forms in
general

B. Factors determining choice between the presenirésent perfect) and the past (or
past perfect) tense form

C. Factors influencing choice between the past angasé perfect tense form

A. Factors influencing choice between BACKSHIFTED ad NON-BACKSHIFTED

tense forms

This category is most general. It includes alldest deal with in Section B and C,
for they all determine choice between backshifted mon-backshifted versions, which are
however given in particular tense forms. Still, daetor needs to be mentioned in this
section, and that is FOCUS on the original utteearas Huddleston and Pullum (2002,
157) call it¥* Backshifted version is preferred over the non-shifted one if the reporter
lays an emphasis on the original. Huddleston antufu(2002, 157-158) use example

[51] in which the past tense form (not the prestemise form) is selected because it

39| shortly mention this factor already in Chaptet in which the form of indirect speech is dis@assThe
extent to which the indirectly reported propositisnchanged as opposed to the original utterancgge ma
correspond to the extent to which the reporter Eayemphasis on the original utterance. The mae th
indirect speech is changed, the less emphasislisitethe original statement.
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indicates that there is “a contrast between pasikitig and present knowing” (158).
Despite this, the factor may also influence chdietwveen the past and past perfect tense
form, making the past perfect form more acceptttide the past tense form (if both tense

forms are possible).

[51] Ithought it wasmine (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 157).

As suggested in Chapter 1.4.6, no backshift is rgdigenecessary when “direct
speech is reported very soon afterwards” (GetkiB01940) because time references

usually hold valid. It is one of the characteristaf newspaper style.

B. Factors influencing choice between the PRESENDI( PRESENT PERFECT) and
the PAST (or PAST PERFECT) TENSE FORM

Choice between the present (or present perfectifangast (or past perfect) tense
form is considered when the time referred to indhginal utterance is still VALID at the
time of reporting. In such instances, “backshifomional” (Quirk et al. 1985, 1027). In
other words, both the present (or present perfeoge form and the past (or past perfect)
tense form are acceptable, as in [53] (compardtid¢mriginal utterance in [52]). In [53]
the present tense is used when the reporter isafute present validity. Otherwise, the
past tense form is preferred (Quirk et al. 19827:0028) (PRINCIPLE 1% In addition
to temporary states (reported in [53]), the faatbwvalidity is applied to “[p]ermanent
states and conditions” that are often “reportedhm simple present” tense “to show that
they are matters of fact now” (Alexander 1988, 2835 demonstrated by example [54] in

which the reporter knows (or believes) that theation is still valid.

[52] Kit said, ‘l am sick’ (Comrie 1986, 285).
[53] Kit saidthat he isvassick (adapted from Comrie 1986, 285).
[54] Hetold me he workss a builder (Alexander 1988, 293).

% In addition to hypotheses formulated in Chapter thé questionnaire evaluated in Chapter 3 is desig
to confirm (or contradict) some principles outlinecthis chapter. The principles that are to befrmned
with the data from questionnaires are marked devist (PRINCIPLE “NUMBER”). The principle is
usually described in the whole paragraph precetiagnark.
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At its most extreme, the factor of validity deten@s tense choice in indirect
speech with UNIVERSAL TRUTHS (as in example [558466]), which are always valid
at the time of the reported utterance. Using exanpb], Alexander (1988, 293) argues
that “the proximity rule would allow us” to empldpe past tense form instead of the
present tense form. In practice, however, the shifhe present tense form further into the
past is optional (PRINCIPLE 2).

[55] Socratessaid that nothing_caftcould harm a good man (Quirk et al. 1985, 1027)
(Q1)"

[56] Copernicusconcluded that the earth goAgent round the sun (adapted from
Alexander 1988, 293).

The deictic present tense is preferred when thertepconsiders the proposition
TRUE, while the past tense is selected when hefshesiders it FALSE or wrong
(Huddleston 1969, 794-795). Moreover, the pastadosn is favoured when the reporter
wants to distance himself/herself from the wordwfgthe report, or, as suggested by
Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 157), when he/shectejte original. It applies, among
others, to universal statements like [55], [56]/][and [58]. Out of these, example [58]
contains an untrue proposition, which may be etalliaas false by most reporters.
Therefore, the past tense seems to be a bettececkivan the present tense. What one
reporter might consider true, however, another migbt. The present tense is also
possible. Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 289) expl&is phenomenon in terms of
convention. They believe in conventional use of phesent tense in propositions which
have the form of eternal truths. In their opinitime form (and not the truth value of the

proposition) plays a role in tense choice in rapgrtiniversal statements (PRINCIPLE 3).

[57] He wanted talemonstratethat the world isvasround (Huddleston 1969, 794).

[58] He wanted tademonstrate that the world_isvas flat (adapted from Huddleston
1969, 794).

“! In Selucka (2008, 5-6), | use examples [55], @4l [66] for illustrating principles outlined in @kiet al.
(1985, 1027-1028). In this study, examples [55] fB1] are particularly important because they odour
the questionnaire attached in Appendix 2.
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In addition to reporting false propositions, badksis normal if there are some
DOUBTS about its present validity or if the propgmsi is NO LONGER VALID (Quirk et
al. 1985, 1028). Jespersen (1946, 262) claimsthgatwrongness of a supposition may
even lead to a further shifting into the pluperfdes in example [59]), even though there
is no difference in the time relation between [&8Y [60] in which the simple past tense is
used.

[59] [Ithought you had beea gentleman (Jespersen 1946, 262).

[60] [Ithought you werea gentleman (=now | see you are not) (262).

As regards the factor of validity, the propositiemo longer valid at the time of its
reporting, especially when it is reported long iite original utterance (Quirk et al. 1985,
1028). In example [61], therefore, the shift of fheesent tense into the past tense is
obligatory because “the statement by Socratesdeals with what is now past” (1027). It
must however be clear that the reporter does rlohbeo Socrates’s times. Otherwise, the
proposition would still be valid, and both the pastl present tense form would be possible
(PRINCIPLE 4). According to Leech (2004, 109), nower, “backshift is virtually
compulsory” when “the Past Tense has a global indefmeaning in combination with
ever, always etc.,” which is illustrated by example [62]. Inch cases, the present tense
form is completely unacceptable, as shown in brigakeexample [62].

[61] Socratessaid that he_wasa citizen, not of Athens, but of the world (Quik al.
1985, 1027) (Q2).

[62] | alwayssaid he wasa liar (NOT ?*| alwaysaid he’s a liar.) (Leech 2004, 109).

Out of context, as Salkie and Reed (1997, 334) argjuoe past tense form is
generally more acceptable in indirect speech tlnenpresent tense form (if both are
possible) because the only context that is providdte past reporting frame. Both tense
forms are however equally acceptable when the nost in which they occur are
considered in an appropriate (wider) CONTEXT (PRIRKE 5). The last factor to be
taken into account is taken from Jespersen (194@), 2vho explains that in some
propositions (especially in spoken discourse) theaker just “goes on speaking in the
tense adapted to the main idea” without considewhgther “each dependent statement
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refers to one or the other time.” It is illustrateg example [63] which the speaker
exclaims when he/she “discovers the presence ofspai (261). In other words, the

speaker is surprised at discovering something nvelich, according to Declerck and

Tanaka (1996, 296), is the main reason for theofisiee past tense form in instances like
[63].*> Without the element of surprise, they claim, thespnt tense is equally acceptable
(296).

[63] [Ididn’'t know you werehere (and you are here, but | didn’t know) (addgtem
Jespersen 1946, 261).

C. Factors influencing choice between the PAST arfdAST PERFECT tense form

Choice between the past and past perfect tenseifoless predictable than choice
between the present (or present perfect) and maspdst perfect) tense form. If the
situation (or event) took place prior to the oraintterance, it also took place prior to the
report (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 158). In sudtances, backshift is optional and the
choice of the particular tense form depends onviddal speakers (reporters). In example
[64] the past tense form in the indirect speech nh&y favoured for its greater
SIMPLICITY compared to the past perfect tense fomij65] (Huddleston and Pullum
2002, 158). According to Leech (2004, 109), thaadion in such cases as [64] is simply
“viewed as ‘past’ (related directly to the presénte as its point of reference).” Another
factor determining choice of the past tense forrmdirect speech is the CONTEXT (e.g.
the use of a time adverbial) that makes TIME REFERES CLEAR (Quirk et al. 1985,
1027) (PRINCIPLE 5).

[64] Sheaskedme where | waborn (adapted from Huddleston and Pullum 2002).158

[65] Sheaskedme where | had bedrorn (adapted from Huddleston and Pullum 2002,
158).

2 Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 296) use a similampi® making the element of surprise more prominent
« Are you joining us?No, my wife is waiting for me-Oh, | didn't know you were/*are
married
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On the other hand, the reporter chooses the pa$tcpef he/she wants “to
EMPHASIZE that the situation was already in the tpatien the speaker spoke”
(Thompson 1994, 108). In such cases, the situ&itviewed as ‘past in past’ "—the past

perfect relates the situation to a point of refeesim the past (Leech 2004, 109).

The past perfect cannot be replaced with the mastet form if it stands for the
present perfect tense (Chalker 1984, 260) or ifrethas a possibility of
MISINTERPRETING the past tense form as representggpresent tense form like in
example [66] (Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

[66] Shesaid, ‘I was married (but my husband died last year).’

Shesaid that she had been marrigduirk et al. 1985, 1028).

The analysis of teaching materials in Selucka (2008 has revealed that the
factor of validity (besides basic changes of indiixl tense forms in indirect speeths
the only factor that students of English becomeilfanwith at secondary schools. In other
words, most of the factors mentioned above areusotlly discussed with students of
English, which makes them think that certain Englsentences are grammatically
incorrect, which is not true. For that reason, aggssted in Selucka (2008, 50), it is
necessary to emphasize that the change of tenses for indirect speech is not done
mechanically.

In fact, it is often possible to select more tefmens. In some cases, their choice
depends on the linguistic or/and extra-linguistimtext, and sometimes two verb forms
can be used without any distinction, depending onlyndividual speakers’ preference. So
far choice between particular tense forms has loeesidered. Nevertheless, tense in
indirect speech is most frequently studied in sec#e in which a particular tense form has
already been selected, which (especially in septermonsidered in isolation) leads to
ambiguity as to their meaning. It is illustrateddgntence [67] which means either that the

3 |n Seluckéa (2008, 4) | examined backshifting idiiact speech ifeadwayintermediate(Soars and Soars
1991) andRewardIntermediate(Greenall 1998). For the purpose of this studyrenawer, | explore the
issue in Maturita Solutions Upper-IntermediatéFalla and Davies 2009) antlew English File
Intermediate (Oxenden and Latham-Koenig 2007). Compared to rotdetbooks such afkeward
IntermediateandHeadwaylntermediate however, no new factors in backshifting are taugh

4 For basic changes of tense forms in indirect apeehich are taught at secondary schools, see rifipe
1.
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reporter has just discovered that the addressea leaof money or that the addressee had
a lot of money in the past (Jespersen 1949, 163)d latter case, the past tense form can
be replaced with the past perfect (153). Howevesre is no ambiguity if an appropriate

context is given.

[67] Ididn’t know that you hado much money (Jespersen 1949, 153).

2.2. Backshift in Composite Indirect Speech

Besides the factors discussed above (in Chapter Bdckshift in composite
indirect speech is influenced by factors resultirgmn the complexity of the indirect
speech. In grammar books this issue is discussBdnaarginally’®* Each of the sources
dealing with this issue is concerned with a differaspect of backshift in composite
indirect speech. Quirk et al. (1985, 1028) are eamed with the factor of validity,
claiming that the present tense can occur in a reitate clause (which does not
immediately follow the reporting frame) “becausecofrent validity,” even though both
the reporting verb and the verb in the precedifgpadinate clause are in the past (or past
perfect), as in example [68].

[68] Shethought that she had toldhe that breakfast is servé@tween seven and ten
(Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 156) formulate the tngeseral principle dealing
with this issue. They argue that a backshifted defsm cannot occur after a non-
backshifted one in composite indirect speech wittore than one level of embedding”,
which is exemplified by examples [70] and [71], qmared to the original utterance in [69]
(156). In [70] both tense forms are backshiftednidirect speech. In [71], the first tense
form (wag is backshifted, while the second tense foretufng is not. Another possibility
is to leave both tense forms unshifted in indisgaech, which depends on the context. As

regards the issue of tense in composite indireeédm however, the factor of context is

> This issue is touched upon in Huddleston and Ru(2002, 156), Quirk et al. (1985, 1028) and Thamso
and Martinet (1980, 123). Direct quotations areegivin Selucka (2008, 7-8) in which the ideas are
exemplified with indirect speech from the corpussehtences described in Note 8. In this study lause
different set of examples, which come from the sesiiin which the ideas are discussed.
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not considered in Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 136y examine the possibility of
selecting a non-backshifted version in simple ieclispeech, as discussed in Chapter 2.1.

In accordance with the rule described above, exarfid] in which a backshifted
tense form returned occurs after a non-backshifted om® (s unacceptable. In addition,
the principle can be applied only to indirect speeghich contains one or more
SUBORDINATE clauses DEPENDENT on another clausehiwitthe indirect speech
(156). In other words, this rule cannot be exertigethe indirect speech includes only
(two or more) COORDINATE clauses that are direclipendent on the reporting frame,
as illustrated by [73]. However, the rule can bpliga to more complex structures such as
[74], which are studied in Selucka (2008, 52).

[69] Shesaid, ‘I am leaving before he returngadapted from Huddleston and Pullum
2002, 156).

[70] Shesaid she wadeaving before he return€56).
[71] Shesaid she wadeaving before he returr{&56).

[72] *Shesaid she_iseaving before he returnéd56).

[73] Taxidrivers refused to take a foreigner te Hreasayingthey weretoo frightened
AND that the army moveHodies after the shoot-on-sight curfew (Art12).

[74] Heinsisted that officers_had nanitially suspectedMr and Mrs McCann but had
madethem official suspects only after a British sniftlog suggestethat a corpse

had beenn their holiday apartment and in a car they hi2zéddays after Madeleine
disappearedArt136).

In Selucka (2008, 51-54) | formulate hypothesesuaibense choice in composite
indirect speech (outlined in Chapter 2.4) that based on semantic and grammatical
properties of verbs and types of subordinate ckusewhich the verb forms occur.
Thomson and Martinet (1980, 123) demonstrate tfieeince of two grammatical features
on backshift of the past tense form in compositkréct speech. First, they claim that the
past tense form in clauses on which temporal ckadspend (as in example [76]) normally

remain unshifted in indirect speech. In doing $® past tense in the time clauses also
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usually does not change (123). Accordingly, the parsse in both clauses of the indirect
speech in [76] remains unchanged, compared to tignal in [75]. Occasionally,

however, the past tense form in the clause on whitime clause depends is subject to
backshift, especially if the verb in the time claus in the past continuous tense (123),
which Thomson and Martinet illustrate with [77]which the past tense is changed into

the past perfect tense in the clause the time eldepends on.

[75] Hesaid, ‘I droppedit while | wasrunning’ (Thomson and Martinet 1980, 123).
[76] Hesaidthe he dropped while he wagunning (123).
[77] Hesaidthe he had droppetiwhile he wasunning (123).

Second, Thomson and Martinet (1980, 123) focushencbntinuous aspect also
outside time clauses, arguing that the past cootistense form is not normally subject to
backshift unless it is the only verb form in regortspeech or it “refers to a completed
action” (123):® The impact of grammatical properties of verbs emsé choice in indirect
speech is only occasionally discussed in grammak$oQuirk et al. (1985, 1027), for
instance, consider this aspect unimportant. Thég\ueethat “backshift rule is not affected
by combinations of the simple and perfective formth progressive and passive forms”
(1027).

The last theory to be considered in this chaptelissussed in Declerck (1990 and
1995). Declerck studies tense choice in embeddedttstes in terms of relative and
absolute tenses. He claims that only absolute sensdirect speech can undergo backshift
(Declerck 1995, 16). In his opinion, sentence [19]“the only adequate indirect
speech/thought version” of [78] becaut®ught and was in [79] are an absolute and
relative tense respectively. Only the former ig¢fi@re subject to backshift. Moreover, he
pays attention to explanation of individual tenserfs in the past time-sphere (as shown in
Chapter 1.4.3). In both [78] and [79], Declerck4%916) argues, the past tense of the verb

“® This statement is not illustrated with any parée example. In practice, however, it could beligipto
the following direct and indirect speech pair:
% Johntold me, ‘I wasconsidering moving to London but decided not to.’
% Johntold me that he had beamnsidering moving to London but had decided oot t
The past tense formvég in the direct speech is shifted into the pastgmtitense formhad beepin the
indirect speech because the action of the wensiderhas obviously been completed, which is made
explicit in the phraseut haddecided not to
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be expresses simultaneity of Betty's being abroadhwhe situation of John’s thinking. In
example [79] the situation of John’s thinking igearor to that of Betty’s hoping, which is
expressed by the past perfelead thought, Declerck (1995, 16) continues. Tense choice
in [79] is in accordance with the rule formulatedHuddleston and Pullum (2002, 156),
even though they provide more possible indirecespeversions.

[78] (Said by Betty'Johnthoughtthat | wasabroad’ (Declerck 1995, 16).

[79] Bettyhopedthat Johrhad thoughthat she waabroad (16).

As suggested in Chapter 1.4.3, the absolute teosa tloes not need to be
necessarily shifted back into the past, but, aslddec (1995, 17) admits, it can often
establish a temporal domain of its oftfor illustrating this phenomenon, Declerck (1995,
17) uses examples [80] and [81]. In example [8&]réporter may either shift the absolute
tense form \as from example [80]) into the pashdd beer) (and express anteriority of
John’s being happy with respect to Mary’s time térance) or may leave it unchanged in
indirect speechwag (and relate the situation of John’s being happsady to the time of
the report). Thomson and Martinet (1980) use suchmgles as [80] and [81] for
demonstrating the influence of time clauses onedecisice in indirect speech, while

Declerck (1995) leaves this aspect unexpressed.

[80] ‘John_washappier when he liveth London’ (Declerck 1995, 17).
[81] Marysaidthat John had beémashappier when he liveth London (17).

Huddleston and Pullum (2002) or Thomson and Mart(d®80) deal with the
above aspects in a more comprehensible manner Degterck (1995). Despite this,
Declerck’s theory is prominent because it deal$ wginse choice in subordinate clauses,
which hardly any linguists are preoccupied withirigsa number of direct and indirect
speech pairs, Declerck (1990, 532) illustrates Wwigabordinate clauses select both the
past and past perfect in indirect speech (see dreani2] and [83]) and which clauses

4" Provided that the context makes temporal relatiorexample [79] clear, it may be possible to refs8]
as follows:
< Bettyhopedthat John thought that she was abroad.
This option is discussed in Declerck (1990, 5¥)0 however demonstrates the importance of coraéxtu
clues by using instances with simple indirect sheec
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select only the past tense (see examples [84] 8Bf provided that the following
conditions are fulfilled:

» the subordinate clauses contain the past tenseeict dpeech AND

» the clauses which the subordinate clauses depemdrdain backshifted tense

forms in indirect speech.

[82] i. ‘I spoke to her WHEN sheameé (Declerck 1990, 532).
ii. He said he_had spoketo her when she cartiiad comehome (532).

[83] i. ‘I spent some time with John, WH@It lonely’ (532).

ii. Shesaid that she had speabme time with John, who féiiad feltlonely (532).
[84] i. 'l left the money WHERE itvas (532).

ii. He said he had lefthe money where it wahad been532).
[85] i. ‘I decided not to buy the house BECAUSkvason the main road’ (532).

ii. He explained he had decidedot to buy the house because it #flagd beenon
the main road (532).

Declerck (1990, 533) explains that the past tesspatural in final subordinate
clauses in [82]ii, [83]ii, [84]ii and [85]ii becaasthe situation their verb forms express is
represented as simultaneous with the situationesspd in the clauses they depend on,
which corresponds to temporal relations holdingtheir direct speech correspondents.
Some subordinate clauses, Declerck (1990, 533)read, can be “temporally bound, not
by” their “own matrix,” but “by the clause that aldinds” their “matrix” (=reporting
frame). However, this is possible only if the temgd@elations are not obscured (533).

Declerck (1990) does not explicitly state whichdagpof subordinate clauses may
allow both the past and past perfect tense andhwhidy the past tense. However, he
makes it explicit in his examples. Both the past past perfect tense may be selected in
temporal clauses (opened witthen as in example [82], andhile) and a non-restrictive
relative clause (see example [83]), while the paisse only is allowed in an object clause
with the continuous aspect, adverbial clauses afar, introduced withbecause(see

example [85]), and place, introduced withere(see example [84]).
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The factors and principles discussed in ChapteadL2.2 have an impact on the
reporters’ choice of tense forms in indirect spedicis however difficult for researchers to
determine what factors made reporters select &pkat tense form, which influences the

mode of research into the issue of tense in indgpeech.

2.3. Mode of Research

In general, there are two ways of approachingdbkaa of tense in indirect speech.
Either the researcher studies tense in indirect@dpeompared to tense in direct speech
(Mode 1) or he/she analyzes tense choice in indspeech without knowing its direct
speech equivalent (Mode 2). For a researcher wimoti® native speaker of English and
who therefore cannot use his/her intuition for dew@ on the most appropriate tense
choice in indirect speech, Mode 1 is not quiteadlé in that it requires a few native
speakers willing to determine the acceptabilitytexise choice in indirect speech and a
sufficient number of direct and indirect speechrgabuch pairs (often used in grammar
books, students’ textbooks and workbooks for exgdian of backshift in indirect speech)

are normally designed by the researcher who hpsotade them with a particular context.

Even though Mode 1 may not be an appropriate toplobtaining a sufficient
number of tokens for analysis and formulation opdtheses, it can be suitable for
verifying and refuting hypotheses that have alrdaglgn formulated. Mode 2, on the other
hand, enables us to obtain enough data for anabssis subsequent formulation of
hypotheses because instances with indirect speeataaily available in authentic (written
or spoken) discourse. They can be found in fictemgdemic writing, parliamentary and
company reports, newspapers, ordinary everydapglias, etc. In all materials (including
spoken discourse), sentences with indirect speeelset in a particular context, which
makes Mode 2 more suitable and less demandingh®rdsearcher’'s preparation than
Mode 1.

As discussed in Chapter 1.1, moreover, it is néérofpossible to derive direct
speech from indirect. Reporters may change thegsibpn in such a way that it does not
need to correspond to the form of the originallatewen though the content is preserved.
Mode 2, therefore, provides a wider range of pdssiirect speech versions than Mode

1, in which respondents may feel obliged to folline form of the original.
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Whether the extent to which the original utteraiscehanged by the reporter has an
impact on tense choice is another question to ansWas issue can be studied by
comparing two passages with indirect speech pratlbgenative speakers, who are asked
to rewrite a passage (e.g. a story or a piece wshwith direct speech from their point of
view and produce two copies. In the first one,sheakers are supposed to reproduce the
original material as faithfully as possible. In tecond one, the same speakers are asked to
re-narrate the material in their own words. Thiywaobtaining data for analysis however

requires a sufficient number of native speakerfngito produce the passages.

Not all verbs that introduce direct speech canothice indirect speech (see
Chapter 1.3), which makes Mode 1 limited as todheice of reporting verbs or, more
generally, the wording of reporting frames. Theusioh is to provide direct speech without
a reporting frame, as in [86], and to ask nativeakers to produce the most appropriate
indirect speech version. In doing so, the choicéhefreporting verb may fully depend on
the speaker. The respondents may also be askedovddg several indirect speech
versions, differing in reporting verbs, as in [§9D], which is a useful tool for obtaining a
sufficient number of sentences and exploring wiretthe choice of a reporting verb has an
influence on tense in indirect speech. The researaiy provide the whole reporting
frames (as in [87]-[90]), choose a few reportingbgeor leave the choice of reporting

verbs and formulation of reporting frames to resjmnis.

[86] ‘Susan arrived earlier because she lookeddomvto speaking with her sistét.’

[B7] Hesaldthal ... ...
[88] Hethoughtthat ..o e
[89] Hewronglybelievedthat ....... ..o
[90] Herightly believedthat ..............c.ooo i

The formulation of reporting frames in [89] and [# motivated by instances used
in Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 291), who explairt thd of context the present tense is
less acceptable in the indirect speech in [91] thahe indirect speech in [90]. According
to Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 157), it is deteedi by the reporter’s attitude to the

8 Example [86] and reporting frames in [87]-[90k dormulated to illustrate how a researcher mayiobt
data for analysis.
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proposition. The attitude can be to a certain éxéapressed in the reporting frame. As
illustrated in Declerck and Tanaka (1996, 291)[9@] the reporter disagrees with the
content of the indirect speech, which is expredsethe adverbialrongly, while in [90]

he/she agrees with the original speaker, whichdgated byightly.

[91] Johnwrongly believedthat her name wé&?isMary (Declerck and Tanaka 1996,
291).
[92] Johnrightly believedthat her name wés Mary (291).

Similarly, “the present tense is hardly acceptdblxeclerck and Tanaka (1996,
295) argue, if the reporting frame contains suckedalals assoftly orin a loudvoicethat
suggest the manner of speaking of the originallsgsalt is illustrated by [93] in which
the past tense form is preferred over the presarset form. If the researcher decides for
Mode 1, it is therefore very useful to provide thieole reporting frames with adverbials

expressing attitude or manner of speaking.

[93] Johnsaid softlythat he couldn/??can’thelp me (Declerck and Tanaka 1996, 295).

For the research carried out in Selucka (2008gldcted Mode 2. | analyzed the
corpus of sentences with indirect speech selecteth fThe London Timesonline
newspapers (described in Note 8) and formulatedbtygses outlined in Chapter 2.4.
Because the aim of this study is to verify or refuhese hypotheses by evaluating
questionnaires filled in by British speakers, tesearch described in Chapter 3 focuses on
newspaper style. More generally, | have so far beeoccupied with written style. In
spoken discourse, Alexander (1988, 298) claimsgréhmay be sudden changes in the
sequence of tenses,” which may make analysis sktarore difficult than in written style.
This chapter shows that the issue of tense ineatlspeech is a subject-matter that raises a
number of questions for further research. In daogthe researcher may approach the
issue in different ways, all of which have both adhages and disadvantages, which is

discussed above.

Linguists usually clarify their theories withouttdided description of the mode of
research they used. Whether the linguists selecteMoor Mode 2 is however always clear
from the way of presenting examples and from tleplanation of the issue. More
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precisely, Comrie (1986 and 1993) compares tensedinect speech with tense in direct
speech (Mode 1), while Declerck (1990 and 1995kiSand Reed (1997) or Davidse and
Vandelanotte (2011) select Mode 2 for their rededtds however not clear how Declerck
or Salkie and Reed studied the issue in practiceTénse in Indirect Speech,” Comrie
(1986) makes a few remarks, suggesting that heraidarch with a number of native
speakers who expressed their opinions on acceijpyabiid unacceptability of indirect
speech statements. As discussed in Chapter 1.3ri€oms well as Davidse and
Vandelanotte, focus predominantly on indirect sheatroduced with the verbay Only
Davidse and Vandelanotte (2011, 246) however suppeir claims with results of corpus
analysis.

Compared to Declerck or Davidse and Vandelanotte sthdy the occurrence of
absolute and relative tense in indirect speecbgcuig predominantly on the frequency of
the occurrence of the past and past perfect tensedirect speech (Selucka 2008, 22).
These are most frequent because they provide $gwvesaibilities of representation of
tense forms in indirect speech (22). Other tengmdolike the present tense, present
perfect,will followed by present infinitive, and the categorf® RNF, including modal
verbs, are not neglected either. This method avmidslems with determining whether the
particular tense form is backshifted or not, whigmot always possible, even though the

sentences with indirect speech are provided wiitbader context.

2.4. Hypotheses

In this chapter | will outline hypotheses whichukt$rom the research carried out
in Selucka (2008), which will be verified or refdten Chapter 3. The research is based on
the choice of tense forms in indirect speech inedédpnce on grammatical and semantic
properties of verb forms and the type of subord@r@dauses in which the particular tense
forms occur. In accordance with the representatibtense forms in indirect speech (as
described in Chapter 1.4.4), | concentrate espgaial the past and past perfect tense
forms and try to clarify under what conditions fhast perfect is not necessary.

At first | focus on the frequency of the occurrerafethe past, past perfect and
other tense forms (the present, present pem@itt+ present infinitive, P/P INF) in indirect
speech with respect to the type of subordinateselsuThe corpus with composite indirect

speech (see Note 8) includes 327 tokens which oAl subordinate clauses and 5
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supplements (Selucka 2008, 531As shown in Table 8, object clauses largely pie\die
number of object clauses in indirect speech isu@rited by the fact that they frequently
open indirect speech (see Table®d)able 9 also shows that object clauses dependent o
other clauses within indirect speech (see exan®dp’ and object clauses coordinate with
object clauses opening indirect speech (see exaf@dlp are not quite infrequeft.
Example [94], moreover, contains 2 object clausesaicoordinate relation that are
dependent on the object clause opening indireactpeOut of 80 clauses dependent on
clauses within indirect speech, 69 of them are deget on object clauses (nearly all of
which are dependent directly on the reporting frar@ef them are dependent on adverbial

clauses and 3 of them on relative clauses.

9 The types of subordinate clauses which can dodadirect speech are discussed in Chapter 1.2.

% In Selucka (2008) | focus predominantly on whetblject clauses open indirect speech or not. i th
study, moreover, | deal with object clauses thatiara coordinate relation and that are dependeptioer
clauses within indirect speech. The data includedable 9 and in Table 10 come from the research |
carried out for the purpose of this study. In dogay | analyzed tokens from the corpus of sentences
described in Note 8.

All tokens used for analysis in Selucka (2008) @@vided with such tables as given below exam@g [

in which properties of clauses and verb forms wtirect speech are clearly described. These tabéstem
the analysis easier. Besides, they are also ufseftdaders who can see quickly grammatical progedf
verbs and relations between clauses in indire@dpe

Clauses opening indirect speech may contain anafhuse, which is illustrated by the relativeuska in

the example below. As far as the linear order absdn the indirect speech is concerned, the verb
occurring in the object clause is second to thé uethe relative clause. For the analysis of tdos@s in
indirect speech, it is important to determine whketh is the order of clauses or order of tensenfothat
matters (Selucka 2008, 30). In this study | consttle order of clauses more important becausetitas
level of embedding that, according to Huddlestom &ullum (2002, 156), is a decisive factor in
backshifting in composite indirect speech.

51

52

o,

< In a major Commons statement on the future of amjlitoperations in Iraq, the Prime
Minister alsoannouncedthat interpreters and other local staff who haverked for UK
forces in Irag for more than a yeavould be able to apply for financial aid to settlere,
elsewhere in the region or “in agreed circumstaridgaghe UK (Art22).

Reporting verb + announce| that + who
CONJUNCTION noun phrase|
TENSE past present perfect would be able to
CLAUSE RELATIVE OBJECT
(restrictive)
VOICE active active -
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Table 8: Tense choice wrt the type of clauses in indirpeesh in a sample of 766 clauses

TENSE FORM OCs RCs ACs ACCs SCs Ss  SCompls
will + present 5 0 0 0 0 0 0
infinitive
present 14 19 7 1 1 2 0
present perfect 5 8 1 0 2 0 0
past 258 66 75 6 4 5 0
past perfect 128 13 10 4 4 0 2
P/P INF 95 17 6 5 1 0 2
Total number of
CLAUSES 505 123 99 16 12 7 4

Data from Selucka (2008, 28-38)

Table 9: Position of object clauses in indirect speech i(#S) sample of 505 clauses

OBJECT CLAUSES. ..
...opening IS | ... coordinate with OCs ... dependent on other
opening IS clauses within IS
Number 376 49 80
[94] Shesaid that she wasmitially told that her son had dieaf a chest wound and that

his body wasntact (Art49)?

Reporting verb + say that that that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past past perfeqt past
CLAUSE OBJECT1 OBJECTZ2 OBJECT3
dependent on| dependent on
OBJECT1 OBJECT1
VOICE active passive active be (copula)

%3 This example is also quoted in Selucka (2008, IH}his study | use it because it includes coritpos
indirect speech with three object clauses.
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[95] Ehud Olmert, the Israeli Prime Minister, todagnouncedhat he has prostate
cancer bubaddedthat the disease wa®t life-threatening and that he wouldt be
standing down (Art159).

Reporting verb + add that and that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past would + present
infinitive
CLAUSE OBJECT OBJECT
VOICE active be (copula) -

In object clauses the number of the past tensgice tas high as the number of the
past perfect (Seluckad 2008, 34). However, therlastalso frequently selected in object
clauses. As Declerck (1990, 532) suggests, batkshifense forms in some clauses is
influenced by their dependency on other clausesostingly, | explore whether tense
choice in object clauses depending directly on ridy@orting frame differs from tense
choice in object clauses that depend on other etausindirect speech, which is illustrated
by Table 10. The proportion of the past and padepetense form in both types of object
clauses is approximately the same (HYPOTHESIS lthqagh the number of the past
perfect in object clauses dependent on the regpftiame is slightly higher than the
number of the past perfect in object clauses degr@noh other clauses in indirect speech

relative to the number of both types of object s&s).
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Table 10: Tense choice wrt the type of object clauses ianapte of 505 clauses

TENSE FORM | OCs dependent on the % OCs dependent on clauses %
reporting frameg* in indirect speech
will + present 5 1.18 0 0.00
infinitive
present 14 3.24 0 0.00
present perfect 4 0.94 1 1.25
past 220 51.76¢ 38 47.50
past perfect 113 26.99 15 18.75
P/P INF 69 16.24 26 32.50

The proportion of the past and past perfect temsmd is more important in
relative and adverbial clauses. In these clauseg#st perfect occurs less frequently as
opposed to the past tense, which may be given bgrgeproperties of these two types of

subordinate clauses.

As shown in Table 11, the majority of adverbialudas are temporal clauses, in
which the choice of the past and past perfect tgeseerally depends on whether the
temporal relations in sentences containing tempdaaises are clearly determined. One of
the factors determining the relations is semardfcsuch subordinators adter, beforeor
until (Selucka 2008, 325.In temporal clauses both tense forms are posdibleas Quirk
et al. (1985, 1018) say, the past tense is morarammThe same also applies to temporal
clauses in indirect speech (HYPOTHESIS 2). Howetler past perfect is also quite rare in

other adverbial clauses in indirect speech (seéeTHD.

% Object clauses dependent on the reporting framelauses opening indirect speech and clausesitbat
coordinate with clauses opening indirect speech.

5 |n the corpus compiled for the research in SEUE008, 33) the temporal clauses in indirect Spege
opened with the following subordinatoister (14 clauses)when(ever)13 clauses)before(6 clauses),
until (6 clauses)while (4 clauses)as (3 clauses) ansince(1 clause).
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Table 11: Tense choice wrt the type of relative and advéddaises

TENSE FORM | Relative clauses Adverbial clauses
non-rest. resty timg cause condition other t¥fpes
will + present 0 0 0 0 0 0
infinitive
present 9 10 2 3 2 0
present perfect 3 5 0 1 0 0
past 28 38 41 12 12 10
past perfect 1 12 4 5 1 0
P/P INF 1 16 0 4 1 1
————————————————————————————————————————————————
Total number of]
CLAUSES 42 81 47 25 16 11

Data from Selucka (2008, 28-33)

In accordance with Thomson and Martinet (1980, 1P3judied tense choice in

clauses on which temporal clauses depend (Selu2Bg, 215). As shown in Table 12, it

was discovered that the number of the past penfiestich clauses (in which the time is

specified by temporal clauses) is not insignificghY POTHESIS 3). In [96], for instance,

the object clause which a temporal clause dependbas a verb in the past perfect.

Clauses with time adverbials, which have the saropesty as temporal clauses, select the

past perfect even more frequently, as shown inél'é@l{see Chapter 1.4.7) (HYPOTHESIS

4). In clauses on which temporal clauses depend dadlses with time adverbials,

however, the past tense slightly prevails (Selid@8, 45).

* Besides adverbial clauses of time, cause andittmmdindirect speech in the tokens of the corpiso

contains adverbial clauses of degree, purposeg glad concession (Selucka 2008, 33).
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Table 12: Tense choice in clauses on which time clausesndkeipea sample of 47 clauses

TENSE FORM Number
will+ present infinitive 0
present 1
present perfect 0
past 28
past perfect 15
P/P INF 3

Data from Selucka (2008, 46)

[96] The policemen, who have been on bail for thsetseven yearsjaimed that they
had openedfire in self defence after several shots were dfifeom the

businessmen's vehicle, wounding one officer (Art98)

Reporting verb + claim that after
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past perfect past
CLAUSE OBJECT adverbial (time)
VOICE active active passive

As for relative clauses, they can be divided imstrictive (see example [97]) and
non-restrictive (see example [98]). Restrictiveuskes determine the reference of the noun
phrases they modify, while non-restrictive onesodtice additional information, which is
not important for identification of the referenttbie noun phrases they modify (Quirk et al.
1985, 1239), which, | discovered, has an impacttamse choice in indirect speech
(Selucka 2008, 27-28). As illustrated in Table t&n-restrictive clauses, whose ratio to
restrictive clauses is approximately 1:2, select thast perfect only occasionally
(HYPOTHESIS 5). It can be explained as follows: Tian-restrictive relative clauses

contain information introduced by the reporter frbma point of view, and the past perfect
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is not therefore necessaryln restrictive clauses the ratio of the past perfe the past
tense is approximately 1:3.

[97] In her “confession”, however, she reportedigmitted she _had beerat the
whitewashed cottage she shamedh Ms Kercher and two ltalian girls on the
Thursday evening (Art188).

Reporting verb + admit that -
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past perfect past
CLAUSE object RELATIVE
(RESTRICTIVE)
VOICE active be active

[98] The French Governmembnfirmed that it had beeraware of the operation for
months and hadepeatedly warnedoe’s Ark, which_was foundelly a group of
firemen in 2004, to obey Sudanese and internatiama(Art154).

Reporting verb + confirm that and (that) which
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past perfegt  past perfect past
CLAUSE object object RELATIVE
(NON-RESTRICTIVE)
VOICE active be active passive

In addition, the research in Seluckd (2008, 38#44also concentrated on the
frequency of tense forms with respect to grammhbfcaperties, such as voice (passive
voice) and aspect (progressive aspect), and tharecce of the verbe Table 13 reveals
that the past tense form prevails in clauses coinigithe verbbe (HYPOTHESIS 6) or
verbs in passive voice (HYPOTHESIS 7) or in prognes aspect (HYPOTHESIS 8). The
past perfect is quite rare in such clauses. Apéssive voice, the past perfect is combined
with passive voice more frequently than with pregiee aspect or with the vetie
(Selucka 2008, 40-44). In addition, the past peérdecurs predominantly in object clauses.
There are 23 object clauses with the passive \amckthe past perfect (see example [99)),

*" This issue is also discussed in Chapter 1.1.
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6 object clauses with the progressive aspect amghaist perfect (see example [100]), and
14 object clauses with the vell® in the past perfect (see example [101]). Out of 53
clauses with the past perfect given in Table 13¢la@ses open indirect speech, as in [99]
and [100].

Table 13: Tense choice wrt passive voice, progressive agmecthe verlbe

TENSE FORM TENSE CHOICE in CLAUSES with
PASSIVE PROGRESSIVE VERB BE
VOICE ASPECT
will + present 3 0 1
infinitive
present 3 6 3
present perfect 2 0 1
past 69 46 102
past perfect 28 6 19
P/P INF 16 3 10
P ——————————S—"—"§y
Total number of 121 61 136
CLAUSES

Data from Selucka (2008, 40-44)

[99] He reallybelieved he had been toldn the general election campaign that it was

going tobe different from now (Art160).

Reporting verb + believe - that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past PAST PERFECT be going to
CLAUSE object object
VOICE active PASSIVE -
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[100] Mrs Chubbtold detectives that Miss Sparrdwad been blackmailinger husband

by threatening to sell her story after_he triieaénd their affair (Art61%’

Reporting verb + tell that after
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past PAST PERFECT past
(CONTINUOUY
CLAUSE object adverbial (time
VOICE active active active

[101] Hesaid his impression wathat Ms Knox and Ms Kerchdrad beergood friends

(Art188).
Reporting verb + say - that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past PAST PERFECT
CLAUSE object subject complement
VOICE active be BE

As far as voice is concerned, in Selucka (2008, Bdjscuss the distinction
between verbal passive and adjectival passive, wklldston and Pullum (2002, 1436)
sometimes call forms likevorried in [102]. Because both are identical in form, glugka
(2008, 39) they fall into the same category. Asardg the verltbe in the corpus it
frequently occurs as a copula (including the stmecbe able tp and as a lexical verb.
Besides, it may also occur as a modal veibt).>° In Table 13 the latter is not taken into

account.

%8 This example is quoted in Selucka (2008, 53)ianhlided in the questionnaire in Appendix 2 (Q3Me
names are however changed in accordance with titextaggiven in the questionnaire.

% |n Seluckéa (2008, 41-43) | do not provide a cotrdivision of occurrences of the vebkin the corpus. In
this study | use the division from DusSkova (20086)land state what meanings the vbebhas in the
corpus.
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[102] Hesaid he was not worriethat Irag and the Kurdish regional government \aoul

also try to oust his fighters (Art105).

Reporting verb + say - that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past would + present
infinitive
CLAUSE object object
VOICE active ADJECTIVAL active
PASSIVE

The fact that the past perfect is quite rare whenhined with the verbe passive
voice and progressive aspect inspired me to stbdycb-occurrence of tense forms in
indirect speech (especially the co-occurrence efgaist and past perfect) with respect to
grammatical and semantic properties of verbs aadyjre of subordinate clauses. If a verb
in indirect speech is in the past perfect, | anksgeanswers to the following questions (in

the given order):

1) What is the position of the clause with the pastquoe verb form in the indirect

speech? Does it open the indirect speech, or tloesur in another position?
2) What tense forms occur in all the other clausébenndirect speech?

3) What are the grammatical and semantic propertiegedss in the past tense,
which appear in subordinate clauses co-occurrirtly thie clause containing the
past perfect in indirect speech, or what is the tgpthe subordinate clause the
past tense form occurs in?

The order of the above questions is to a certai@néxjiven by the rules formulated
in Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 156) and Thomsod Kfartinet (1980, 123) (see
Chapter 2.2). The former are preoccupied with tbsitpn of clauses in indirect speech
and the latter deal with the type of subordinateisés occurring in indirect speech. If the
rule formulated by Thomson and Martinet holds vdlie. tense forms in both a time
clause and a clause the time clause depends omremshifted), and both principles are
taken into account at once, tense forms in cladependent on the time clause or the

clause on which the time clause depends shouldinemmzhifted. This applies to the final
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object clause (dependent on a temporal clausexample [103], which could therefore
possibly contain an unshifted tense form. In acancg with Thomson and Martinet's
principle, moreover, the first object clause (wh&ckime clause depends on) and the time
clause in [103] could also include unshifted teftgens. This instance demonstrates how

important the syntactic properties of individuauses in indirect speech are.

[103] Speaking from his family home, describedhow he_had trietlo call his daughter
on her mobile phone when he heard Friday evening that a British girl had been
murdered in Italy (Art178).

Reporting verb {  describe how when that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past perfect past past perfect
CLAUSE object ADVERBIAL OBJECT
(TIME)
VOICE active active active passive

Out of all tense forms in composite indirect speaththe corpus analyzed in
Selucka (2008), there are 414 clauses with the tease and 161 clauses with the past
perfect (Selucka 2008, 51). Out of 161 clausegsgethee 73 clauses with the past perfect
that do not open indirect speech. It was discovénet! clauses with the PAST TENSE
which co-occur in indirect speech with clauses viiitb past perfect that do not open the
indirect speech have the following characteris{which are considered in the order in

which they are mentioned below):
* They include reporting verbs (egaim as in example [104]).

e Their verbs are in passive voice or in progressispect, or they include the

verbbe
* They are relative, attributive content or adverblalises.

* They contain stative verbs (except k@), e.g.have verbs expressing emotions,
e.g.fear, or verbs of perception (Selucka 2008, 51) (HYP@HHIS 9).
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[104] The Evening Standamported yesterday that Portuguese police soudtasned
that scientific tests had showodily fluid” from a corpse in the boot (Art100).

Reporting verb + report that that
CONJUNCTION
TENSE past past past perfect
CLAUSE objectl object2
VOICE active active active
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3 Research: Evaluation of Questionnaires

Chapter 3 is divided into two parts: Chapter 3.d @hmapter 3.1. Chapter 3.1 deals
with the way of preparing, designing and completing questionnaire that is attached in
Appendix 2. In Chapter 3.2 the method of evaluaisodescribed and the results obtained
from questionnaires are provided and compared Wyipotheses 1-9 (formulated in
Chapter 2.4) and Principles 1-5 (discussed in Ginepi).

3.1. Questionnaire Design and Distribution

The questionnaire was designed and distributetderspring of 2010. Prior to the
questionnaire design, it was necessary to spetsifgurpose. The main aim was to verify
(or refute) the above mentioned hypotheses abmsgetehoice in composite indirect
speech which were formulated in terms of the reteaarried out in Selucka (2008).
Accordingly, the questionnaire focuses on selectibriense forms in sentences with
indirect speech, which, in most cases, are prowdéd contextual clues. In other words, |
tried to create conditions under which the reseamels carried out and to design a
questionnaire in accordance with Mode 2 descrilme@hapter 2.3 (instead of Mode 1,
which requires a sufficient number of direct andliiect speech pairs). The purpose
influenced the questionnaire design (mode of regdipgy) choice of sentences, number of
options provided for each sentence).

The questionnaire consists of three parts: ForewBedt | and Part Il. In the
foreword | introduce myself and explain WHO the spiennaire is intended for, WHAT is
the subject of my research, WHY | am preoccupiethwhe issue and what is the
PURPOSE of the research. Part | includes basic (e, age, town/part of Britain,
foreign languages, occupation, field of study) éofitled in by native speakers of British
English, which the research is concentrated on.

Part Il forms the main body of the questionnaire.cdnsists of 34 reported
statements (labelled as Q1-Q34) that differ in cemxipy. Apart from sentences with
composite indirect speech, the gquestionnaire aisludes sentences with simple indirect
speech, which helps respondents to become famviidr the subject of research and to
become accustomed to the mode of completing thestigneaire. Questions in a

guestionnaire should be arranged according to tb@mnplexity (from easier to more
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complex/difficult). At the beginning, | adhere tdet principle, but further in the
questionnaire the sentences are arranged accdodaugtextual clues they share.

First of all, | gathered a sample of sentences watmposite indirect speech, which
| selected from the corpus of sentences analyze&kinckéd (2008). They come from the
articles inThe London Timeenline newspaper, which are listed at the enchefstudy.
The particular sources are given in Appendix 2 Apgendix 3. Some of the sentences
were adapted to include features necessary fofyiregi (or refuting) hypotheses. It is
illustrated by examples /1/ and /2/. Example /26 whanged to include an object clause
dependent on another object clause opening theettdspeech (see example /1/). Both

original and modified sentences are provided ine&xujix 3.

11/ On the day of the accidebtr Richardsontold witnessesthat he
(hope)they (not move the bodies (Q22) (adapted from Art102).

12/ Original sentencel told them | wasa doctor and that they must not move the
bodies (Art102).

In addition, the sentences were adapted to fit dbetext which should help
respondents to choose from a wide range of optibhs.context of sentence /1/ (Q22 in

the questionnaire) is as follows:

Imaginary situation for Q18 - Q2®n 10" January 2010there was a car accident. The

car exploded when passing through a tunnel in Erafibere were two victims: Mr and
Mrs Altman. Two days later all withesses were goestd and the policemen found out
that before the accident somebody placed a bomthencar. The witnesses ahér
Richardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith (who saw the acciylemd Mr Bellfield (Mr

Altman’s friend).

The contextual clues provided in the questionna@nee an impact on the choice of
time and place adverbials, personal pronouns amktédeictic phenomena), all of which
but tense were necessary to be modified. In seatéli¢ for instance, | specify that Dr
Richardson said the sentence on the day of thel@wgiwhich, according to the context,

refers to 10th January 2010. Due to the contexhtesee /2/ has been changed
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considerably. The context is in part imaginarypart motivated by real events that were
reported inThe London Timesnline newspaper. In addition to time and placeeduials
and personal pronouns, | devised imaginary hamdssamames. The real-life situations
have been altered so that as many features foiyweyi(or refuting) the hypotheses as
possible could have been included in individualtseces and the number of sentences
necessary for verifying all hypotheses could haeenbreduced. In three cases, the
contextual information is shared by two or moretseces. In the context mentioned

above, for example, Q18-Q23 are set (see Appendix 2

Sentences with simple indirect speech are seldoédl from The London Times
articles, for instance /3/, and from grammar bod&s,instance /4/. In total, there are 18
sentences with composite indirect speech and ligrsess with simple indirect speech in
the questionnaire. Even though the latter are glgcedominantly at the beginning, they
are also occasionally placed in between sentenddsocomposite indirect speech. The
reason for it is the high number of options thahesentences are provided with. They are
followed or preceded by sentences with a lower remolb options so that it would be less

demanding for respondents to concentrate on tekacson.

13/ Abu Ibrahimexplained that he bgcome engagg¢dwo months
before his brother’'s death (Q12) (adapted from JArt9

14/ However, the ancientsad claimed that the Sun mave around
the Earth (Q5) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985,8)02

As suggested above, the questionnaire has thedbenmultiple choice test with a
specific mode of completion, which is describedolelln general, researchers can design
questionnaires with either open or closed questjona combination of both). | opted for
the latter, even though the questionnaire doesotiain a series of questions, but a series
of sentences related to one question: What tensgsfdo you (=native speakers) prefer in
the following reported statements? In the quest@enthis question is not asked
explicitly; it results from a detailed descriptioof the mode of completing the

questionnaire, which is described in the introductto Part Il.

The problem that may arise in questionnaires witkex questions is that the range

of options provided for respondents is incomplatd ¢hat the options are not mutually
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exclusive. As regards tense forms, it is not diftico provide options that are mutually
exclusive. For a non-native speaker of Englishs inowever quite difficult to provide
sentences with all options from which respondents supposed to choose. Such
shortcomings can be revealed by pre-testing thasiage that all questionnaires should go

through.

Whether to choose open or closed questions is lysietlermined by the nature of
the subject matter on which the questionnaire fesu8s regards the issue of tense choice
in indirect speech, both types of questions carsipbsbe used. In the questionnaire the
choice of a closed set of options is influencedthy way in which most principles
concerning backshifting are formulated. Most fraglye they describe situations in which
backshifting is optional, and it is therefore dable to design such a questionnaire which
would reveal more than one tense form that coulssipdy be selected. Open questions

would not provide such information.

As far as the number of options in the questiomn@irconcerned, the sentences are
provided with different numbers of options. In exden/5/ there are four options, while
example /6/ is provided with six options. Each optcorresponds to a sequence of tense
forms with which respondents can complete all gepshe sentence. The number of
options depends on the number of tense forms dessileach gap. In example /5/, each
gap can be completed with two tense forms. Thd mtmber of options is therefore four
(2 tense forms x 2 tense forms). Similarly, thatouumber of options in example /6/ is six

(2 tense forms x 3 tense forms).

/5/ Later Mr Smithrealized that there mi¢ht bg another car parked
some distance away at the tunnel exit, which subeety dijve
off) (Q23) (adapted from Art102). 1123
a) might be | drove of b) might have been | drove off 1
¢) might be | had drive d) might have been | had driven
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16/ Mr Smith admitted that his memory of whether there be)

another car in the tunnel at the time (become foggy (Q20)
(adapted from Art102). 1123
a) was | became 2 b) had been | became | 1

c) was | has becomé d) had been | has becon

e) was | had becom f) had been | had becon| 4

Respondents are asked to fill in the boxes nexthé¢ooptions with at least one of
three numbers (1, 2, 3) according to their prefegerNumber 1 denotes the highest
preference for selection of the given option, nuntbenarks lower preference and number
3 the lowest one. In doing so, respondents mayepnefore options at the same time,
which means that they insert the same numbersnmde boxes, as in example /6/, in
which a respondent gives his or her first prefeeetactwo options (b and f). The variants
that respondents consider incorrect are left emfsyillustrated by /5/ and /6/, respondents
do not have to use all numbers. | limited the nundfedifferent preference numbers to
three because more preference numbers would makmalde of completion even more
complicated. Despite this, some respondents irdent@e than three different preference

numbers into the boxes, as in example /7/.

17/ Later Mr Smitlrealized that there mi¢ht bg another car parked
some distance away at the tunnel exit, which subesty dijve
off) (Q23) (adapted from Art102). 2|3
a) might be | drove off | 1 b) might have been | drove off 3
c) might be | had driven 4 d) might have been | had driven g -

In this way it is possible to obtain results thabuld answer the following

guestions:
1) With what tense forms can each gap be completed?

2) With what sequences of tense forms can all gafiseiisentence be completed?
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In connection with the mode of completion, it iscegsary to take into account
several problems. In sentences with more thandptions some boxes may be left empty,
even though the sequences of tense forms are cotréct. Respondents may leave the
boxes empty because they prefer other optionstheyt do not exclude the possibility of
using the ones that they do not mark with prefezenanbers. In sentences with more than
four options (5 to 12 options), it is not therefgressible to state which options are

incorrect or which options respondents would needect.

In sentences with simple indirect speech likeif&ould be possible to study what
tense forms cannot be selected in the given corfteaspondents always marked possible
options with preference numbers. Some respondentsige only the preference number 1,
while other respondents may use two preference etsx(th and 2). In example /8/ it is not
clear whether option a) is incorrect, or whethecah possibly be selected, but it is not
marked with preference number 3 because the respbndecided to make use of
preference numbers 1 and 2. Such facts refledhenwtay in which the questionnaire is

evaluated.

18/ Situation Said after the suicide bombing in July 2008.

Military officials said that many innocent children be) @mong
the dead (Q7) (adapted from Art27). 2|3
a) are b) were| 1 c) hadrb| 2

Before pre-testing, a questionnaire designer mesidd on the font and layout of
the questionnaire. In doing so, the main criteria aadability and length of the
questionnaire. As for the font, | have chosen Boakrld Style, which allows for good
readability even if the font is of smaller size.printed form the questionnaire is seven
pages long. It includes 34 statements with diffemmmbers of options, whose specific
mode of selection requires a great deal of conatatr on the part of the respondents.

In an ideal case, respondents should be well ntetiveo complete a questionnaire.
The questionnaire designer should arouse theirasti® As regards linguistic issues, any
other motivation than a financial or material resvanay be a problem if respondents are
not linguists or do not study the language whogees are studied in the questionnaire.

Despite this, some respondents may consider itestiag to help non-native speakers of
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English to discover new aspects of their mothegoen or, more specifically, to learn
something new about real English. If the resporslan¢ linguists, they may try to apply
theoretical rules and principles to the choiceeofte forms and not use their own intuition,
as required in the introduction to Part Il. Theyynigy to provide answers that would be
most correct in perfect English. However, this peaio does not need to be related only to
linguists, but to all respondents in general. Tles and principles may also be applied by
analogy to the choice of tense forms which are awmteptable. The tendency towards

hypercorrectness is one of the subject-specifiblpros that the researcher must consider.

Most importantly, contextual clues which most ofe trsentences in the
questionnaire are provided with may not be suffitier relevant. This is a problem that
can sometimes be avoided by pre-testing. Beforgytiestionnaires were circulated, | let
five native speakers of English fill in the pilogérgion. It revealed semantic shortcomings
that resulted from my effort to provide as manyteeoes as possible with a similar (or the
same) context. The imaginary situation for sentent® and 16 (Q15 and Q16 in the
guestionnaire), given in /9/, was considered tal vallid also in example /10/ which differs
from Q15 and Q16 in the choice of the reportingovdihe reporting veridenyin /10/ (as
opposed t@onfirmin Q15 andadmitin Q16) is in discrepancy with the context in /9/.

19/ Imaginary situation for Q15 - Q1®eter Brown is not still determined to stay in
politics.

/10/  Yesterday Peter Browaenied that he bg consideriny staying
in politics (Q17) (adapted from Art29). 2|3
a) is considering b) was consiuig| c¢) had been consideri

The lack of contextual clues may be the reason thieypresent tense may be
preferred in example /11/. The present tense mawydre acceptable if the reporter is seen
as living in Socrates’s times. If respondents idgrthemselves with reporters reporting
the statements at the time when the questionnanesompleted, the past tense may be

preferred because the situation is set in the past.
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/11/  Socratesaid that he bdl a citizen, not of Athens, but of the
world (Q2) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027). 1123

ais |1 b) was| 2 C) hoeeabn

Whether the context is described satisfactorilpatrmay be highly subjective. Not
all problems can be revealed by pre-testing. Aflistributing the questionnaires, three
respondents commented on the context necessartZOr/13/ and /14/ respectively. In
example /12/ a respondent makes it clear that hloice of a tense form depends on the
time that has elapsed between the suicide bombidgttze report. The situation should
therefore be specified, for example, as follov&id TWO WEEKS after the suicide
bombing in July 2008The boxes in /12/ include preference numbershefrespondent

who made the above comment.

/12/  Situation Said after the suicide bombing in July 2008.

Military officials said that many innocent children be) @mong
the dead (Q7) (adapted from Art27). 2|3
a)are| 3 b) were| 1 c) hadrb| ?

Another respondent explains that the choice ohagdorm in /13/ depends on the
point of view from which the proposition is congidd. The respondent fills in the

sentence from the viewpoint of the radicals, whgcgiven in the boxes in /13/.

/13/  The radicalslaimed that they bg not involvellin organizing

demonstrations last Thursday close to BuckinghamacBa(Q8) (adapted from
Artl). 1123

a) are notinvolved 1|  b) were notinvalvd | c) had not been involve_3

In example /14/ (Q26 in the questionnaire), a radpat gives preference to
options b) and d) at the same time, claiming thasé¢ options are not interchangeable and
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that the choice of each of them depends on thet ex@aning of the sentence. The context
that is provided for Q24-Q34 is not helpful either.

114/

Imaginary situation for Q24 - Q3Mr Robert Mitchell, a judge, had an affair witks lsecretary,

Susan Jones. Then he had an accident. He died thieeshed at his farmhouse exploded. It
happened a few hours after he told his wife, Jaeewanted a divorce. A day later, on™12

December 2009, the investigation started and adilied were questioned.

Before the explosion, however, Mr Mitch&tld his wife that he and Miss Jones
be having a sexual affair for 2% years and he
(be trying to end it (Q26) (adapted from Art51). 1123

a) were having | was trying|:| b) had been havingg tmying
c) were having | had been tryi|1:| d) had been lgaMivad been trying

After all the above aspects are considered, quesdices can be distributed. The

questionnaires designed for this study were disteith both via email and in paper form.

The total number of respondents is 20 (12 men ando&en). Basic facts about

respondents who filled in the questionnaire areviged in Tables I-VI in Appendix 4.

Because the questionnaires were distributed angleted in the spring of 2010, when |

studied at the University of Hull, most respondearts students that are 18 to 25 years old,

who at that time studied at Hull University. As foccupation, 2 university teachers, one

designer engineer, one publisher and one retiredopewere willing to complete the

guestionnaire. This reveals that respondents corateron various fields of study. Most

frequently, however, they are devoted to arts §poadents) and to sciences and medicine

(7 respondents).

Because the University of Hull is located in thesERiding of Yorkshire, 13

respondents come from North East England. The ®tt@ne from South West England (4

respondents), North West England (1 respondenttléda (1 respondent) and London (1

respondent). | was also interested in their ratatio learning foreign languages. 9

respondents cannot speak any foreign languagessiibmdents have learnt (or have been

learning) at least one foreign language.
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3.2. Evaluation of Questionnaires

This chapter deals with the method by which thestjoenaires were evaluated and
with the analysis of the obtained results. It Mdkd into two subchapters. The method of
evaluation and results concerning tense choicemipls indirect speech are discussed in
Chapter 3.2.1, and the method of evaluation andrékalts concerning tense choice in

composite indirect speech are provided in Chap&f3

3.2.1. Tense Choice in Simple Indirect Speech

Because of the problems mentioned above (in Ch&pigrand the fact that most
principles (and hypotheses) describe factors detémmunder what conditions backshift is
optional and under what conditions backshifted am-backshifted versions are preferred,
the evaluation of the questionnaires and the sulesggnalysis of results are concentrated

on the options which respondents give their firet aecond preference to.

Each sentence is provided with two tables: Tabknd Table B, as in /15/ below.
The tense forms in both tables are given in abbtediform: PresT = present tense, PasT =
past tense and PasP = past perfect. Modal verhgivane explicitly. Table A reveals how
many respondents give their FIRST preference twiithgial tense forms. In doing so, they
may give their first preference to two tense forabtghe same time, which is explicitly
illustrated in one of the columns. In /15/ it iseexplified by the last column.

In sentences with simple indirect speech resposdaiaty choose either from two
or three options. If there are two options, Tabledhtains three columns, revealing how
many respondents give their first preference toheaf the options and how many
respondents prefer both options at the same tihibete are three options as in example
/15/, Table A can contain up to 7 columns that shdvat tense forms respondents give
their first preference to. As mentioned above, they give their first preference to more
options at the same time. It is illustrated by ¢all. Columns 4-7 are however given
explicitly in Table A only if the number of tenserins preferred at the same time is not

Zero.
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/15/ However, the ancientdaimed that the Sun mave around the
Earth (Q4) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

a) moves| 2 b) move 1 haj)l moved 2
TABLE A

TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasPk PasT+PasP

Number 8 10 1 1
TABLE A’
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

TENSE | PresT PasT PasP  PresT+PasT PasT+PasP PresT+RisP
FORM(S)

Number 8 10 1 0 1 0 0
TABLE B

1. 2. 3.
TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee

———————————————————————————
1. | PresT 1 is

2. | PresT (1), PasT (2) 7 is (1), was (2)

3. | PresT (1), PasP (2) 0 is (1), had been (2)

4. | PasT 1 was

5. | PasT (1), PresT (2) 10 was (1), is (2)

6. | PasT (1), PasP (2) 0 was (1), had been (2)

7. | PasP 0 had been

8. | PasP (1), PresT (2) 1 had been (1), is (2)

9. | PasP (1), PasT (2) 1 had been (1), was (2)
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Table B shows what tense forms respondents givie FHRST and SECOND
preference to and in what order the tense formslmeagelected in the given context. Lines
2-3, 5-6 and 8-9 of Column 1 contain all possilyiees of order in which the tense forms
(=options) can be selected. Preference numbersl 2 avhich show the order in which the
tense forms can be selected are given in bracKets the tense forms. Sometimes,
respondents select only one of the options withctvhihe sentences are provided or give
their first preference to more options at the séime, which is illustrated by lines 1, 4 and
7 of Table B. Column 2 gives the number of respotgigreferring the options in the
particular order. Column 3 provides the actualizaéibn of the particular tense forms that
are given in abbreviated form in Column 1. For fhispose, | have chosen the verb

If there is a situation in which a respondent gikiesor her first preference to one
option and second preference to two options, tlaeestwo results both of which are
included in Table B. Such situations (as shown l@fgugence numbers inserted into boxes
in /15/) are sometimes explicitly described in thgt. The same applies to situations in
which respondents give their first preference to bptions and second preference to one
option, as in example /16/, which also gives twsuhes, which are included in Table B.
Tables A and B are created in a uniform way sottatesults could be compared.

/16/  However, the ancientdaimed that the Sun mave around the
Earth (Q4) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028) 1123
a) moves| ? b) move 1 hajl moved| 1

The results concerning simple indirect speech obthirom the questionnaires are
divided into sections according to semantic andymatic characteristics of the reported
propositions. The division is motivated by the mataf the principles provided in Chapters
2.1 and 2.2. Principles 1-5 are concerned with séicseaand pragmatics of the reported
statements. It is not however possible to providgriat division of sentences with simple
indirect speech according to these principles b&eamost principles may be involved at
the same time.

At the end of Chapter 3.2.1 | discuss whether jtdssible to study tense choice in
the sentences from the questionnaire with resmegrammatical properties of reported

verbs.
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B REPORTING PROPOSITIONS THAT MAY BE PERCEIVED AS BENG VALID
AT THE TIME OF REPORTING
o Principles involved: PRINCIPLE 1, PRINCIPLE 5

The propositions in sentences /17/, /18/ and /18y iibe, among other things,
perceived as being valid at the time of their répgr(PRINCIPLE 1). Although it does
not pertain to sentence /20/, this sentence isiored together with /18/ and /19/ because
they all differ only in the choice of the reportimgrb. The factor of validity is not the only
one that may influence tense choice in these seese\s suggested by the description of
the situation in /17/, contextual clues may be dygumaportant. However, the importance
of the context (Principle 5) needs to be considaredrly in all the sentences in the
questionnaire.

In sentence /17/ respondents were supposed to elhedseewill andwould The
verbwill is also given in italics in brackets following thap. The verbs in brackets enable
respondents to immediately see with what verbs #reyto complete the gaps. In /17/ it is
therefore clear that the vevould does not have a modal meaning, but may be selasted
a backshifted form oWwill. Tables A 17 and B 17 reveal that the number spoadents
that activated the past context (by preferrimguld) is approximately the same as the
number of respondents that activated the preseriexb(by preferringvill), which means
that they (being identified with the reporter ot tproposition—the terrorist) considered
the proposition valid at the time of its reportifig.

More precisely, 8 respondents give their first erefce only towill, 11
respondents give their first preference onlyvould and one respondent prefers both at
the same time (see Table A 17). Table B 17 revibalsthe number of respondents that
give their first preference will and second preferencevimuld is approximately the same

as the number of respondents that preférandwouldin the opposite order.

% |n Chapter 3.2.1 Tables A and B are numberedrdaupto examples they belong to and Tables C, hic
provide data that results from comparing one orarexamples, are numbered with Roman numerals,
starting from .
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/17/  Situation Said by a terrorist before his suicide bombinglreg in July 2008.

Gertrude, his wife, died with him.

Gertrudetold me that wi(l) be the best honeymoon, in heaven

together (Q6) (adapted from Art9).

a) will b) would
TABLE A 17
TENSE FORM(S) will would both
e —
Number 8 11 1
TABLE B 17

TENSE FORM(S) | will | will (1), would(2) | would | would (1), will (2)

Number 3 6 5 7

Yesterdayin sentences /18/, /19/ and /20/ makes it cleatr dine day has elapsed
between the original utterance (i.e. Peter Browprsclamation) and the report. In the
context of sentences /18/ and /19/ (described amgse /18/) it is explained that Peter
Brown (the original speaker) is not still determdrte stay in politics. The contextual clues
and the short period of time between the originad #he report make it possible for
respondents to consider sentences /18/ and /18l ahlthe time of their reporting.
Sentences /18/, /19/ and /20/ differ only in theicé of reporting verbs. Sentences /18/
and /19/ are introduced wittonfirm and admit respectively. Sentence /20/ is introduced
with deny It is the semantics of the reporting verbs thatymlay an important role in
choosing the most appropriate tense form.

Table A 18 reveals that approximately the same rurobrespondents gives their
first preference to individual tense forms. Compgat@ /19/ and /20/, in /18/ respondents
give their first preference to the present tenseentiones than in /19/ and /20/. In /19/ and
120/ respondents give their first preference largelthe past and past perfect tense forms.

The proportion of those that give their first prefece to the present tense in /18/, /19/ and
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120/ respectively is 8:2:3. In addition, the ratfcthe past tense to the past perfect in Tables
A 18 and A19is 1:1. In Table A 20 the ratio i8@®:

118/

Imaginary situation for Q15-Qi1®eter Brown is not still determined to stay in

politics.

YESTERDAY Peter Browronfirmed at the conference that he

(be consideringstaying in politics (Q15) (adapted from Art29).

a) is considering b) was consialgri c¢) had been considering
TABLE A 18

TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP all

Number 7 6 6 1

TABLE B 18

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
—————————————————————————————————

PresT 1 IS

PresT (1), PasT (2) 4 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 3 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 2 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 3 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 2 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 3 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 4 had been (1), was (2)
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119/

120/

YESTERDAY Peter Browadmitted that he bg consideriny
staying in politics (Q16) (adapted from Art29).

a) is considering b) was consiugri c¢) had been considering

TABLE A 19

TENSE FORM(S)| PresT PasT| PasP| PasT+PasP  PresT+PasP

Number 1 9 8 1 1

TABLE B 19

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
—————————————————————————————————————————
PresT 0 is

PresT (1), PasT (2) 1 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 1 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 0 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 6 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 4 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 3 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 2 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 5 had been (1), was (2)
YESTERDAY Peter Browdeniedthat he bg consideriny
staying in politics (Q17) (adapted from Art29)

a) is considering b) was consiugri c¢) had been considering
TABLE A 20

TENSE FORM(S)| PresT  Pas PasP PasT+PasP

Number 3 7 8 2
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TABLE B 20

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
s S ————————

PresT 1 IS

PresT (1), PasT (2) 1 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 1 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 4 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 4 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 1 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 3 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 1 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 6 had been (1), was (2)

Tables B 18, B 19 and B 20 show that respondentsotiprefer any type of order

in which they would select the particular tensarfer Besides, they reveal that the total
number of the present tense that respondents beie first or second preference to is
approximately the same in all three cases. It equeallO, 10 and 8 in /18/, /19/ and /20/
respectively. If a respondent gives their firstference to the present tense, he or she gives
their second preference either to the past orgm$ect. The number of the past tense that
respondents give their first or second prefereada 118/, /19/ and /20/ corresponds to 15,
16 and 16 respectively. Similarly, the number o thast perfect in /18/, /19/ and /20/
equals to 12, 15 and 12 respectively. The databeadiscovered from Tables B 18, B 19
and B 20.

When exploring the difference in tense choice betwsentences /18/, /19/ and
120/, 1 discovered that all but 4 respondents nmeakkfference in tense choice between at
least two of the sentences. As illustrated in Tabld below, 7 respondents make a
difference in tense choice between all sentencgscdBparing the order of the first and
second preference of individual tense forms in,/183/ and /20/, it was revealed that
respondents mostly distinguish between the follgwairs of sentences: /18/ and /19/; /18/
and /20/.

75



In the first case 9 respondents give their firssecond preference to the present
and past tense in /18/, which they replace withphst and past perfect tense respectively
in /19/. In the second case there are 10 resposddat give their first or second
preference to the past and past perfect in /20ppssed to their choice of the present and
past tense respectively in /18/. Out of these, spardents give their first or second
preference to the present and past tense in /I8¢hwhey replace with the past and past
perfect tense respectively both in /19/ and in./B0/19/ and /20/ they felt it important to
shift the verbs further into the past as opposethéwr choice in /18/, which may be the
influence of the semantics of the reporting verbs.

Such a tendency cannot be observed when compd®@ind /20/. 7 respondents
give their first or second preference to the past past perfect in /19/ as opposed to their
choice of the present and past tense respectinel®0/. 7 respondents however acted in

the opposite way.

TABLE C I: Difference in tense choice between seoés /18/, /19/ and /20/

No difference in tense choice betw&en Difference in tense
choice between

18/, 119/, 120/ /18/,/19[ /18/, /20 [19/, 120/ all

Number 4 4 3 3 6

B REPORTING UNIVERSAL STATEMENTS

o Principles involved: PRINCIPLE 1, PRINCIPLE 2,
PRINCIPLE 3, PRINCIPLE 5

Reported propositions in /21/ and /22/ are calletversal statements that most
reporters may evaluate as being always true. Towxefthey are sometimes called
universal truths. In addition, these propositiomddhvalid at the time of reporting. For
these reasons, the present tense may be favoueedhavpast tense, although backshift in

these propositions is generally optional.

®1 The fact that there is no difference in tense ahbietween two sentences means that respondestts thel
same tense forms in them and different tense famrtiee remaining sentence.
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The results obtained from the questionnaires confiooth facts, namely that
backshift in /21/ and /22/ is optional and thafp@sdents give their first preference to the
present tense rather than to the past tense. il&despondents give their first preference
to can In /22/ the present tense is favoured by 14 nedpots. Table B 21 reveals that 15
respondents out of 16 give their second preferémceuld In /22/ 11 respondents out of
14 give their second preference to the past teaasssHown in Table B 22).

The number of those that give their first prefeeetwthe present tense in both /21/
and /22/ is 11. Out of these, 7 respondents gieg thist preference to the present tense
and second preference to the past tense, whichdisasvered by comparing individual

answers.
[21/  Socratesaid that nothing caf) harm a good man (Q1) (adapted
from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).
a) can b) could
TABLE A 21
TENSE FORM(S) can could both
P ——————————m—@—@m—m—m@m—@—m—m—m—m—m—m—m——S"G—y§
Number 16 4 0
TABLE B 21

TENSE FORM(S)| can | can (1), could (2)| could| could (1), can (2)

Number 1 15 1 3

[22/  Copernicugonfirmed that the Earth re\olvg around the Sun
(Q3) (adapted from Alexander 1988, 293).

a) revolves b) revolved ajilrevolved
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TABLE A 22

TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP
—————————————————————————————————
Number 14 6 0

TABLE B 22
TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
—————————————————————————————————————
PresT 3 IS
PresT (1), PasT (2) 10 is (1), was (2)
PresT (1), PasP (2) 2 is (1), had been (2)
PasT 1 was
PasT (1), PresT (2) 5 was (1), is (2)
PasT (1), PasP (2) 0 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 0 had been
PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 0 had been (1), was (2)

The problem with propositions like /21/ and /22k (well as /25/) is that
respondents may identify themselves with reporteiag in the times of the original
speakers, namely in the times of Socrates and Gigper respectively. This could be
another explanation why respondents may favouptbeent tense over the past tense. In
the questionnaire it should be explicitly giventth@spondents are supposed to consider
the report as being made in the spring of 2010,mthe questionnaires were distributed.
These contextual clues are however missing in ti@stgpnnaire.

In some propositions, the past tense is favoured the present tense because the
report is made a long time after the original (PRIRLE 4). This principle is studied
below, discussing tense choice in sentence /2% .prbpositions in /21/ and /22/ may also
fulfil this condition. However, the reasons for f@m®ing the present tense over the past

tense (as discussed above) seem to be more powerful
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B REPORTING STATEMENTS THAT ARE GENERALLY PROVED WROCGE

o Principles involved: PRINCIPLE 2, PRINCIPLE 3,
PRINCIPLE 4

The propositions in /23/ and /24/ have the formuafversal statements. They
cannot however be called universal truths becabsg tre generally proved wrong.
Despite this, respondents may not evaluate thesues. As Declerck and Tanaka (1996,
289) suggest, moreover, respondents may be infaeebyg the form of these propositions
and prefer the present tense over the past tensertvgntion.

Sentences /23/ and /24/ contain identical propossti The sentences differ only in
the tense form of the reporting verb. Whether & ha influence on tense choice in these
sentences is considered below. In both /23/ andréapondents give their first preference
either to the present or the past tense whose nuimbe both cases approximately the
same. In /23/ Table A shows that the ratio of thesent tense to the past tense is 8:11. In
addition, nearly all respondents that give thaistfpreference to the present tense give
their second preference to the past tense andseisa (see Table B 23).

In /24/ the ratio of the present tense to the fmaste is 9:10 (as revealed in Table A
24). Moreover, those that give their first prefererio the present tense give their second
preference to the past tense, while those that thiei first preference to the past tense
give their second preference to the present or gexr$ect tense (see Table B 24). Despite

this, the latter is selected five times as oppaselb occurrences of the present tense.

/23]  However, the ancienttaimed that the Sun mdve around the
Earth (Q4) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).
a) moves b) moved a) imoved
TABLE A 23
TENSE FORM(S)| PresT PasT| Pas PasT+PasP

Number 8 10 1 1
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124/

TABLE B 23

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
e ——]—

PresT 1 is

PresT (1), PasT (2) 7 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 0 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 1 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 10 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 0 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 0 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 1 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 1 had been (1), was (2)

However, the ancientsad claimed that the Sun

madve around

the Earth (Q5) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985,8)02

a) moves b) moved a) heoved
TABLE A 24
TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP
P ———————————————
Number 9 10 1
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TABLE B 24

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
—————————————————————————————————————————

PresT 1 is

PresT (1), PasT (2) 8 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 0 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 0 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 7 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 4 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 0 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 1 had been (1), was (2)

When comparing whether respondents make any diiteréetween /23/ and /24/,
it was discovered that 10 respondents select tme sgptions in both sentences, while 10
respondents make a difference between /23/ and (8% Table C Il). Whether the
reporting verb is in the past or past perfect tedmes not however seem to matter. Five
respondents give their first or second preferencthé present tense in /23/, which they
replace with the past tense in /24/. In /24/ ongpoadent selects the past perfect in
addition to the past tense which was his or hey chbice in /23/. Four respondents give
their first preference to the past tense in /23ictv they replace with the present tense in
124].

TABLE C lI: Difference in tense choice between /a8 /24/

NO DIFFERENCE DIFFERENCE

Number 10 10
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B REPORTING STATEMENTS THAT MAY BE PERCEIVED AS HAVING BEEN
SAID A LONG TIME BEFORE THEIR REPORTING

o Principles involved: PRINCIPLE 4, PRINCIPLE 5

Characteristics of sentence /25/ were discussedealdarst of all, Quirk et al.
(1985, 1027) claim that the past tense in /25/bisgatory because the original utterance
was said a long time before its report (PRINCIPDEI4 the questionnaire there are not
however any contextual clues preventing respondemts identifying themselves with the
reporters living in Socrates’s times. In this cisgy may favour the present tense over the

past tense.

As shown in Table A 25, 13 respondents give thest preference to the past tense
and 6 respondents give their first preference ¢opitesent tense. As shown in Table B 25,
it is however all three tense forms that the redpats give their first or second preference
to. The past tense is most frequent. 19 respondgrestheir first or second preference to
this form. Even though Table B 25 shows that thal toumber of occurrences of the past
tense is 20, one respondent gives his or herghefierence to the past tense and second
preference both to the present and to the pasegieténse. After exploring individual
answers, 12 respondents give their first or sequeterence to the present tense, and 10

respondents to the past perfect.

/25/  Socratesaid that he bdg) a citizen, not of Athens, but of the
world (Q2) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).

a)is b) was c) hadrbe
TABLE A 25
TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP
P ———————————————
Number 6 13 1
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TABLE B 25

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
—————————————————————————————————————————

PresT 0 is

PresT (1), PasT (2) 5 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 1 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 0 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 6 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 8 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 0 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 1 had been (1), was (2)

B REPORTING STATEMENTS DEPENDING ON THE CONTEXT

o Principles involved: PRINCIPLE 5, (PRINCIPLE 1,
PRINCIPLE 4)

Tense choice in the remaining sentences with sinmalieect speech is dependent
predominantly on the context. For example, it mayrifluenced by the presence of a time

adverbial, which makes time references clear.

As suggested in Chapter 3.1, the context in /26/ na be satisfactorily described.
It is not clear how long after the bombing the mpeas made. As shown in Table A 26,
however, the majority of respondents (16 resporg)eayite their first preference to the past
tense form. Other tense forms cannot be negledteer eEven though 19 respondents give
their first or second preference to the past téase (see Table B 26), Table B 26 also
reveals that 12 respondents give their first oosd@reference to the present tense and 7
respondents to the past perfect.
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/26/  Situation Said after the suicide bombing in July 2008.

Military officials said that many innocent children be) @mong
the dead (Q7) (adapted from Art27).
a) are b) were c) had been
TABLE A 26
TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP
—————————————————————————————
Number 2 16 2
TABLE B 26
TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
———————————————————————————————————————
PresT 0 IS
PresT (1), PasT (2) 1 is (1), was (2)
PresT (1), PasP (2) 1 is (1), had been (2)
PasT 2 was
PasT (1), PresT (2) 10 was (1), is (2)
PasT (1), PasP (2) 4 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 0 had been
PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 2 had been (1), was (2)

The context of sentences /27/ and /28/ is describe7/. In sentence /27/ it
limited the choice of tense forms predominantlytite past and past perfect tense. 19
respondents give their first or second preferemmcéhése two forms (see Table B 27).
Without the context, however, the present tenséddo@ equally acceptable. In /27/ only 2
respondents give their second preference to treepteense. As shown in Table A 27, the
number of the respondents that give their firstggence to the past tense is approximately

the same as the number of those that give thetrgneference to the past perfect.
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1271

Imaginary situation for Q18 - Q230n 10" January 2010there was a car accident. The car

exploded when passing through a tunnel in Franberel' were two victims: Mr and Mrs Altman.
Two days laterll witnesses were questioned and the policemend@mut that before the accident
somebody placed a bomb in the car. The withesgeBlaRichardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith
(who saw the accident) and Mr Bellfield (Mr Altmarfriend).

Mrs Smith said that it bé very noisy in the tunnel (Q18)
(adapted from Art37).

a) is b) was hed been

TABLE A 27

TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT] PasP  PasT+PasP

Number 0 8 10 2

TABLE B 27

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
[

PresT 0 is

PresT (1), PasT (2 0 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2 0 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 3 was

PasT (1), PresT (2 1 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 6 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 2 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2 1 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 9 had been (1), was (2)

In sentence /28/ respondents were supposed to elmmig/een two tense forms:

past and past perfect. The context makes it clda@nwthe situation expressed in the

reported statement took place. The choice of theetéorms is however optional, which is

also confirmed by the results in Tables A 28 an@83 The number of respondents that
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give their first or second preference to the passé is approximately the same as the

number of those that give their first or secondgyence to the past perfect is equal.

/28/ It was believedthat their car bomb explodg prematurely (Q21)
(adapted from Art47).
a) exploded b) had exploded
TABLE A 28
TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both
=
Number 11 8 1
TABLE B 28
TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
S —
PasT 3 was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 9 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 2 had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) 7 had been (1), was (2)

In sentences /29/, /30/, 131/ and /32/ the con@xhformation is given with time
adverbials. Sentences /29/ and /30/ differ in th@ae of the reporting verb. Sentence /29/
is introduced with the verblaim, while sentence /30/ is introduced with the veobfirm
In the latter, moreover, it is specified with thee adverbialyesterdayin the reporting
frame that the report was made one day after tiggnaf utterance. In both sentences
respondents may choose from three tense formsemgtepast and past perfect. The
reported propositions moreover contain the detatie adverbialast ThursdayAs Tables
A 29, B 29 and Tables A 30, B 30 show, the prefegdn given to the past and past perfect

tense forms.

In sentence /29/ respondents give their first pesfee especially to the past tense
(see Table A 29). In sentence /30/, on the otherdhaespondents give their first
preference to the past perfect tense. Howeveridta¢ number of respondents that give
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their first or second preference to the past periec/29/ and in /30/ is 17 and 15

respectively. In both sentences all 20 respondgints their first or second preference to

the past tense.

129/

The radicalglaimed that they

bg not involvellin organizing

demonstrationdast Thursdayclose to Buckingham Palace (Q8) (adapted from

Artl).

a) are not involved

TABLE A 29

b) were not involved

c¢) had not been involved

TENSE FORM(S)

PresT|

PasT

PasP

PasT+P
P —

asP

Number 2 13 4 1

TABLE B 29

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
[

PresT 0 is

PresT (1), PasT (2 2 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2 1 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 1 was

PasT (1), PresT (2 2 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 11 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 1 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2 0 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 4 had been (1), was (2)
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/30/  YESTERDAY the radicalsonfirmed that they bg not involvep
in organizing demonstrationlast Thursday close to Buckingham Palace (Q9)
(adapted from Artl).

a) are not involved b) were not involved  ¢) had not been involved
TABLE A 30

TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP
—————————————————————————————————————————

Number 3 6 11

TABLE B 30

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
——————————————————————————————————

PresT 0 is

PresT (1), PasT (2 3 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2 0 is (1), had been (2)

PasT 1 was

PasT (1), PresT (2 1 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 4 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 0 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2 0 had been (1), is (2)

PasP (1), PasT (2) 11 had been (1), was (2)

Comparing tense choice in /29/ and /30/, 10 respotsdmake a difference between
the sentences and 10 do not. Out of the latteespandents do not make any difference
between /23/ and /24/ either. Out of 10 respondiatisdistinguish between /29/ and /30/,
6 respondents that give their first preferencehi® past tense or present tense in /29/

replace this form with the past perfect in /30/.
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TABLE C lll: Difference in tense choice between/2&d /30/

NO DIFFERENCE DIFFERENCE

Number 10 10

Sentences /31/ and /32/ differ only in the choitéroe adverbials specifying the
time reference of the situations expressed in éipented propositions. Indirect speech in
/31/ contains the deictic time adverbiab months agdndirect speech in /32/ contains the
non-deictic time adverbidlvo months befordn both sentences respondents could choose
from two tense forms: past and past perfect. Asvehio Tables A 31, A32 and B 31, B
32, both tense forms are fully acceptable. In Blfespondents give their first or second
preference to the past tense and the same numbespaindents gives their first or second
preference to the past perfect. In /32/ 18 respaiscive their first or second preference to
the past tense and 17 respondents give theiofirstcond preference to the past perfect.

As for the first choice, 15 respondents give thiest preference to the past perfect
in /32/ and 8 to the past tense (see Table A 8281/ this proportion is approximately the
same (see Table A 31). The results are in accoedaitb Hypothesis 4, which states that

the past perfect is not infrequent in propositiasith time adverbials.

/31/  Abu Ibrahimexplained that he begcome engaggdwo months

agoto an educated young woman (Q11) (adapted fro)Art
a) became engaged b) had beemgaged

TABLE A 31

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP PasT+PasP

Number 8 11 1
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TABLE B 31

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
————————————————————————————————————————
PasT 4 was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 5 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 4 had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) 8 had been (1), was (2)
132/ Abu Ibrahimexplained that he begcome engaggdwo months
beforehis brother’'s death (Q12) (adapted from Art9).
a) became engaged b) had beemgaged
TABLE A 32
TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP PasT+PasP
Number 5 12 3
TABLE B 32
TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
————————————————————————
PasT 5 was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 3 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 5 had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) 10 had been (1), was (2)

Studying how many respondents make a differencedsst /31/ and /32/, it was
discovered that there are 10 respondents thangissh between /31/ and /32/ and 10
respondents that do not. Out of the latter, 5 nedpots do not make any difference
between /23/ and /24/ and between /29/ and /30¢ri6 respondents who give their first
preference to the past tense in /31/ replace teetpase with the past perfect in /32/ or

give their first preference to both the past anst parfect in /32/.
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TABLE C IV: Difference in tense choice between /ahf /32/

NO DIFFERENCE DIFFERENCE

Number 10 10

m REPORTING STATEMENTS WITH RESPECT TO GRAMMATICAL
PROPERTIES OF REPORTED VERBS

It is possible to study tense choice with respectgtammatical properties of
reported verbs if the questionnaire includes ai@afit number of sentences with the same
context. Sometimes, it may be satisfactory if tbatext is similar and the sentences with
reported verbs of the same properties have the sam&er of options. As far as
progressive aspect is concerned, it is not relei@mstudy tense choice in simple indirect
speech with respect to this grammatical featurealmse the questionnaire has three
sentences with identical indirect speech which @iost reported verbs in progressive
aspect. Tense choice in these sentences (/9/aftD/11/) is discussed above. The same
applies to the analysis of tense choice with raspewerbs in passive voice. Verbs in

passive voice occur only in /29/ and /30/, whicffiedionly in the reporting frame.

3.2.2. Tense Choice in Composite Indirect Speech

Sentences with composite indirect speech cannaalisfactorily divided in the
same way as sentences with simple indirect speechuse the reporting propositions are
complex and individual speakers may therefore mt#rthem in a number of different
ways. This chapter is divided into nine sectionght of which are named after the
hypotheses that are to be confirmed or contradiatetl one is devoted to modal verbs.
Hypothesis 4 may apply both to composite and simptirect speech. All the other
hypotheses predict what tense forms are selectpdrtitular clauses of composite indirect
speech and in clauses with verbs in a particulan fo

The results concerning composite indirect speenhbegpresented in a similar way
as in the previous chapter. Each section includddes A and B, as described in Chapter
3.2.1. Table A reveals what tense forms respondgnts their first preference to, and
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Table B shows what tense forms respondents give firet and second preference to. As
regards Hypothesis 2, for example, Table A revediat tense forms respondents give
their first preference to in temporal clauses, @hllable B shows what tense forms

respondents give their first and second preferémaetime clauses.

In doing so, it is necessary to remember that red@ats can make use only of the
preference number 1, giving their first preferetw®ne or more options at the same time,
or they can give their first preference to one @pind second preference to two options,
or vice versa. These situations, which also applehse choice in simple indirect speech,
are described in the previous chapter. Howeveteseas with composite indirect speech
are provided with more options that correspondeigusnces of tense forms with which
respondents can fill in all the gaps in the sergefitie minimum number of options in
sentences with composite indirect speech is 4, twisdllustrated by /33/. The indirect
speech in /33/ consists of two clauses: an objextse and an adverbial clause of time.
When exploring tense choice in adverbial clausetnod, only the second tense forms in

all sequences are considered, which in /33/ istifaied with the tense forms in bold.

133/  Mrs Mitchell told detectives that Miss Jones be blackmailing her
husband by threatening to sell her story after he {ry) to end their affair
(Q32) (adapted from Art61). 1123
a) was blackmailingttied 1 b) had been blackmailingried | 4

c) was blackmailinghad tried | ?| d) had been blackmailindhfd tried | ?

TABLE A
TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both
|
Number 1
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TABLE B;

TEMPORAL CLAUSES

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
[

PasT was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 1 was (1), had been (2)
PasP had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) had been (1), was (2)
both (1) was+had been (1)

The boxes in /33/ are filled in by a respondent whas his or her preference to
two options and second preference to the remaitway options. As for the temporal
clause, however, the respondent gives his or hargdreference to the past tense form and
second preference to the past perfect tense folma. résults obtained in this way are
presented in Tables A and B, or, more preciselylables A and A (see below). Such
tables as given below example /33/ are not providedach example. They show what
tense forms respondents give their first preferetmein all time clauses in the
guestionnaire (Table A) and what tense forms redgois give their first or second

preference to in all time clauses in the questioen@able B).

Not all clauses in composite indirect speech ao@ided with the same tense forms
from which respondents may choose, which is thearavhy | decided to present the
obtained data in separate tables. Tabjeshows how many respondents give their first
preference to the past and past perfect tensaurse$ provided only with these two forms.
Table A shows how many respondents give their preferemtbet present, past and past
perfect tense in clauses with these options. Adoglg, Tables B and B provide
information on how many respondents give theirtfiased second preference to the
particular tense forms. The results given in Tallgand A (as well as in Tables;End

B,) are therefore mutually exclusive.

Some clauses that have the present or presentparf®ng their options may be
interpreted against the present context, which dook be obvious if the data from Tables
Al and A2 were given in one table.
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Each section is provided with one or more examptagh include the type of
clauses in which the tense choice is studied. E5gbtions are named after Hypothesis 1-8.
Hypothesis 9, being of a different nature from firevious ones, is considered in all
sections. The hypothesis predicts what featuretddoave an impact on selection of the
past tense in clauses which co-occur in indireeesp with clauses with the past perfect
that do not open the indirect speech. The co-oenag of tense forms is another point that
is discussed.

Each sentence is provided with a table (labelledTakle C) revealing what
sequences of tense forms respondents give their dimd second preference to. It is

illustrated by the following table provided for emple /33/ above:

TABLE C
1. 2. 3. 4.
SEQUENCE PREF. NO.1 PREF. NOj Zotal

I e R R N

1. | had been blackmailing — had tried 6 7 13
2. | had been blackmailing — tried 7 7 14
3. | was blackmailing — had tried 3 7 10
4. | was blackmailing — tried 6 4 10

Column 2 provides the number of respondents the¢ gneir first preference
(PREF. NO. 1) to the particular sequence givenotu@n 1. One respondent can give his
or her first preference to more than one sequentteesgsame time. The same applies to the
data in Column 3, which provides the number of oeslents that give their second
preference (PREF. NO. 2) to the particular sequenG»lumn 1. Column 4 gives the total
number of respondents that give their first or selcpreference to the particular sequence
in Column 1. In addition, lines 1 and 3 reveal hmany respondents give their first or
second preference to the past perfect in clauseghah clauses in which the past perfect
is preferred depend and how many respondents lgeiefirst or second preference to the

past tense in these clauses. These sequencescapagi@ular attention to.

94



If there is a sequence that is preferred by maspardents, it is analyzed what
sequence the respondents give their FIRST prefereacand what sequence these

respondents give their SECOND preference to.

B HYPOTHESIS 1
The proportion of the past and past perfect in obgauses depending directly on the

reporting frame and in object clauses dependingotrer clauses in indirect speech is
approximately the same.

Because this hypothesis was not formulated in aluy2008), there are not
enough object clauses that depend on other clawsedirect speech in the questionnaire,
which was designed in terms of the findings presgim Selucka (2008). It applies only to
two clauses, one of which contains modal verbsiariderefore studied separately in the
last section “Reporting propositions with clausathwnodal verbs.” Sentence /34/ is the
only one that contains an object clause dependeanother clause in indirect speech that
iIs considered in this section. It corresponds totesee No. 22 in the questionnaire.
Sentences Q18 - Q28 the questionnaire are provided with contextla¢s given in /34/.

In this chapter it applies to examples /41/, /4% 86/ in which the context will not be
explicitly mentioned. The tense forms that respoisievere supposed to choose from are

always given in square brackets below the sentences

In the second object clause in /34/ the respondamikl choose from the present,
past and past perfect tense. As illustrated in @ @bll, respondents most frequently give
their first preference to the past perfécthe present tense is selected only occasionally.
The ratio of the past perfect to the past tendeable A | and Table Bl is 12:7 and 16:11
respectively. It is necessary to realize that tast perfect can represent three tense forms
in indirect speech: present perfect, past and pasect. Which form it represents in this
clause is not quite clear, but, according to th&ext, the situation expressed in the second
object clause took place before the situationsesgad in other two clauses in /34/. The

frequency of the past perfect is therefore fullstifiable.

2 In Chapter 3.2.2 Tables; AA,, B; and B are numbered with Roman numerals, starting frofrables C
are numbered according to the examples they bétong
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The clause is dependent on an object clause cargaihe verbhope which, as
shown in Table C 34, is most frequently selectethepast tense. Out of 12 respondents
that give their first preference to the sequemmeed — had move@ respondents give their
second preference to the sequeri@$ hoped — had movexn/andhad hoped — movedh
other words, they consider it possible to interpnet sentence against the past-in-the-past
context, giving their second preference to the Jespein the past perfect, which is a
reporting and a reported verb at the same timeegards frequency, the sequehoped—

movedis also quite frequent (see Table C 34).

/34/  Imaginary situation for Q18 Q23: On 10th January 2010 there was a car acciddm. car
exploded when passing through a tunnel in Franberel' were two victims: Mr and Mrs Altman.
Two days later all withesses were questioned aaegthicemen found out that before the accident
somebody placed a bomb in the car. The withnesseBlaRichardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith
(who saw the accident) and Mr Bellfield (Mr Altmarfriend).

On the day of the accident Dr Richardgdold witnesses that he

(hopg they ndt mové the bodies (Q22) (adapted from Art102).
[hopes, hoped, had hoped | do not move, did noemtad not moved]

TABLE A; I: Tense choice in an object clause dependenhothar object clause

TENSE FORM(S) PresT PasT PasP PasT+PasP
P —
Number 3 5 10 2

96



TABLE B I: Tense choice in an object clause dependent othanobject clause

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
[ ——— . ————
PresT 0 IS
PresT (1), PasT (2) 3 is (1), was (2)
PresT (1), PasP (2) 0 is (1), had been (2)
PasT 2 was
PasT (1), PresT (2) 1 was (1), is (2)
PasT (1), PasP (2) 4 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 8 had been
PasP (1), PresT (2) 1 had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 3 had been (1), was (2)
TABLE C 34
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. 1 PREF. NO. 2 Total
————————————————————————————————————————
had hoped — had moved 1 5 6
had hoped — moved 0 6 6
hoped- had moved 12 3 15
hoped- moved 6 2 8
had hoped - moves 0 0 0
hopes — had moved 1 2 3
hoped - moves 1 1 2
hopes — moved 1 4 5
hopes — moves 2 1 3

The total number of clauses which are directly delpat on the reporting frame
and which are provided with the same options a$ i8&. Apart from the first object
clause in /34/, they are included in sentences, 139/, /44/, /147/, 148/ and /49/. These
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sentences are analyzed in other sections in thapteh in which the features that the
sentences contain are studied.

Unlike sentence /34/, the other object clauses whre dependent directly on the
reporting frame can be interpreted either agaihst gast or present context, which is
exemplified by the number of the present tensethagast tense forms which respondents
give their first preference to. The ratio of thegent to the past in these clauses is 91:54
(see Table All below). The past perfect is marked with thefprence number 1 in 21
cases.

However, Table BIl shows that respondents give their first ancaecreference

to all tense forms in these clauses.

TABLE A;ll: Tense choice in 7 object clauses dependindhenréporting frame

TENSE FORM(S)| PresT PasT| PasP PresT+PasPasT+Pask all

Number 41 69 8 9 9 4

TABLE B 1l: Tense choice in 7 object clauses dependinghenréporting frame

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee

PresT 22 IS

PresT (1), PasT (2) 22 is (1), was (2)

PresT (1), PasP (2) 11 is (1), had been (2)
PasT 46 was

PasT (1), PresT (2) 18 was (1), is (2)

PasT (1), PasP (2) 32 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 15 had been

PasP (1), PresT (2) 4 had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 2 had been (1), was (2)

When exploring tense choice in object clauses Wighpast and past perfect as the

only options, it was discovered that respondergguently prefer both the past and past
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perfect tense. The ratio of the past perfect topést tense, which respondents give their
first preference to, is approximately 1 to 1 (sebl& A Ill). Table B, Il reveals that in
117 cases respondents give their first or secoaf@i@nce to both the past and past perfect

tense. In 83 cases, on the other hand, they gmie pineference only to one of the two

forms.
TABLE A1 lll: Tense choice in 10 object clauses
TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both
T Number | 8 | 9% | 21 |
TABLE B, lll: Tense choice in 10 object clauses
TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
————————————————————————————————————————
PasT 33 was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 56 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 50 had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) 40 had been (1), was (2)
both (1) 21 was+had been (1)

The best way to verify (or refute) Hypothesis asreate a questionnaire with a
sufficient number of object clauses dependent derotlauses in indirect speech which

would be provided only with two tense forms: pasd aast perfect.

B HYPOTHESIS 2

The past tense is favoured over the past perfetgnmporal clauses in composite indirect
speech.

The questionnaire contains 7 time clauses, all loickv are dependent on object
clauses which open the indirect speech. Five teatpdauses are provided with two

options: past and past perfect tense. In the rentpimwo time clauses respondents could
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choose from three tense forms: present, past astdppafect. At first, | will discuss tense
choice in the former group. Out of the five timaudes, three are introduced with the
subordinatorafter (see examples /35/ and /36/) and the other twh thi¢ conjunctions
when(see example /37/) andhile (see example /38/) respectively.

As illustrated in Table AV, respondents give their first preference baihthe
past and to the past perfectafier-clauses, while the past tense is favoured ovepdse
perfect in thewhenr andwhile-clause. In sentences /35/ and /36/ respondentsdsnit
more important to express the anteriority of thiaation given in the time clauses than in
sentence /37/. As revealed in TablelB, respondents give their first or second prefieee
to both forms. When respondents give their firsd aacond preference only to one tense
form, the past tense is selected more frequentliyria clauses than the past perfect. In this

case the ratio of the past perfect to the paseten8:25 (see Table;BV).

TABLE A1 IV: Tense choice in 5 temporal clauses

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP botH
————————————————————————————————————
Number @fter-clauses) 27 23 10
Number (vhenclause) 15 2 3
Number (vhile-clause) 13 3 4
Total 55 28 17

TABLE B; IV: Tense choice in 5 temporal clauses

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee

[
PasT 25 was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 30 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 9 had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) 19 had been (1), was (2)
both (1) 17 was+had been (1)
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As illustrated in Table C 35, there is no sequdheg respondents would give their
first preference to most frequently. It howeverwhdhat respondents often give their first
preference to the same tense forms in time clanbeh are in a coordinate relation. What
tense forms are selected in clauses on which the tlauses depend is analyzed in the

next section.

/35/  Imaginary situation for Q24 - Q3Mr Robert Mitchell, a judge, had an affair witis lsecretary,

Susan Jones. Then he had an accident. He died thieeshed at his farmhouse exploded. It
happened a few hours after he told his wife, Jweewanted a divorce. A day later, on™12

December 2009, the investigation started and edilied were questioned.

Mrs Mitchell describedhow her husband confes}y to the affair

after she anwej the phone at 1.15am and a young woman

h@ng up after asking to speak to him (Q24) (adapted from

Art51).

[confessed, had confessed | answered, had ansjwarad up, had hung up]

TABLE C 35
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NOJ ZTotal
had confessed — had answered — had 6 3 9
hung up
had confessed — had answered — hung 2 6 8
up
had confessed — answered — had hung 4 3 7
up
confessed — had answered — had hung 5 3 8
up
had confessed — answered — hung up 6 5 11
confessed — had answered — hung up 1 4 5
confessed — answered — had hung up 2 3 5
confessed — answered — hung up 4 4 8
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When exploring sequences of tense forms in TabB6Cit was discovered that
respondents most frequently give their first prefiee to sequences of the same tense
forms or to the sequence past perfect — past télfse. could be in accordance with
Huddleston and Pullum’s principle that a non-badketh tense form cannot be followed
by a backshifted one in clauses with more levelsmbedding. The total number of
respondents that give their first or second prefegeto the sequenaeas blackmailing —
had triedis not however insignificant. In this sequence plast perfect is selected in the
time clause and the past tense is selected in lifextoclause on which the time clause
depends (which is discussed in the next sectiomyrebVer, the object clause contains a
verb in progressive aspect. Whether this is onethef features or the context that

determines the choice of this sequence cannotdaglglsaid.

/136/  Mrs Mitchell told detectives that Miss Jones be (blackmailinyy her
husband by threatening to sell her story after he {ry) to end their affair
(Q32) (adapted from Art61).

[was blackmailing, had been blackmailing | triedd hried]

TABLE C 36
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Tota
had been blackmailing — had tried 6 7 13
had been blackmailing — tried 7 7 14
was blackmailing — had tried 3 7 10
was blackmailing — tried 6 4 10

The same situation can be observed in exampler3¥hich only one respondent
gives his or her preference to the sequemaeted — had askef(see Table C 37). As
illustrated in Table C 37, there are 9 respond#rds give their second preference to this
sequence. Out of these, 8 respondents give thstipiieference either to the sequehad
reacted — askedr reacted — askedwhich was discovered by analyzing individual
answers. 7 respondents give their first or secamfepence to the sequenceacted —

asked in which the past tense is selected in both ithe tlause and the clause on which
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the time clause depends. Despite these aspectsoatektual clues that make the time of

the situations in /37/ clear, this sequence wast feaquent.

137/ Two hours before the explosion Miss Joreesked Robert how his wife
réac) when he as her for a divorce (Q27)
(adapted from Art51).

[reacted, had reacted | asked, had asked]

TABLE C 37
SEQUENCE PREF. NO.1 PREF.NOj2 Total
—————————————————————————————————————
had reacted — had asked 4 7 11
had reacted — asked 11 6 16
reacted — had asked 1 9 10
reacted — asked 7 0 7

Unlike sentence /37/, the temporal relations betwtd® object clause and the
temporal clause which depends on the object clau$d8/ can be defined in terms of
simultaneity rather than anteriority. Table C 38eas that respondents give their first or
second preference to all possible sequences ok témsns. In total, however, the
sequences of tense forms with initial past tenghtyy prevail. It should be noted that the
the past perfect is also frequently selected imtherestrictive clause in /38/, even though
the past tense is selected in the preceding clavseh does not have any of the features

given in Hypothesis 9.

138/  Witnessedold the hearing that Mrs Mitchell gathep in the washing
while her husband, whom she heap) crying, urn) to death
(Q28) (adapted from Art61).
[gathered, had gathered | heard, had heard | inaghtyurnt]
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TABLE C 38

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Tatal
had gathered — had heard — had burnt 3 3 6
had gathered — had heard — burnt 5 2 7
had gathered — heard — had burnt 2 5 7
gathered — had heard — had burnt 1 4 5
had gathered — heard — burnt 4 3 7
gathered- had heard — burnt 5 5 10
gathered— heard — had burnt 5 7 12
gathered- heard — burnt 8 2 10

Sentences /39/ and /40/ contain temporal clausas dfe introduced with the
subordinatorwhenever which respondents could fill in with three terfsems: present,
past and past perfect. The sentences are idenigalthey are provided with a slightly
different context. The context defines the tempaelhtions between the situations
expressed in each of the sentences and the morheittecance. Sentence /39/ refers to
events that took place less than a year ago. Tayopition in /39/ was reported five days
ago and the context implies that it may still béidsat the time of its reporting. On the
other hand, sentence /40/ describes events thiafplaoe a long time ago and the context
implies that the reported statement is no longéidyalthough it was reported two days
ago.

The context related to each of the sentences haspact on tense choice in both
time clauses and clauses on which the time cladepsnd. In sentence /39/ respondents
give their first preference to the present tenddlenn /40/ the respondents give their first
preference to all tense forms, making the integhi@t against the past context more
probable than in sentence /39/ (see Table/A As regards tense forms that respondents
give their first or second preference to, Table\Bshows that those that give their first
preference to the past tense most frequently dgmer tsecond preference to the past
perfect, or they give their first and second prefee only to the past tense, which holds
valid in time clauses in both sentence /39/ and /AlBose that give their first preference to

the present tense give their second preferendeetpdst or past perfect tense in both time
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clauses. In sentence /39/ some respondents aledlggir first and second preference only
to the present tense.

TABLE A,V: Tense choice in 2 temporal clauses

\>J

TENSE FORM(S)| PresT PasT| PasP PresT+PasPasT+PasP PresT+Pask

Number (/39/) 12 3 0 4 0 1

Number (/40/) 6 5 3 2 4 0

TABLE B, V: Tense choice in 2 temporal clauses

TENSE FORM(S) Number | Example:be
139/ | 140/
e S ———————
PresT 6 2 |is
PresT (1), PasT (2) 7 41is (1), was (2)
PresT (1), PasP (2) 4 2| is (1), had been (2)
PasT 1 6 | was
PasT (1), PresT (2) 2 0| was (1), is (2)
PasT (1), PasP (2) 6 5| was (1), had been (2)
PasP 0 5 | had been
PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 0| had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 1 2| had been (1), was (2)

The difference in tense choice of tense forms nmeticlauses also reflects in the
choice of sequences of tense forms in sentencésaidld/40/. Table C 39 shows that most
respondents give their first or second preferemceéhe sequencelBaunts — visitsand
haunted — visitedeach of which contains the same tense formsegards sentence /40/,
most respondents give their first or second prefsreo the sequendwunted — visited
and the other combinations of the past and paggidense forms. In addition, there are 7

respondents that give their first preferenchaants — visits
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When comparing individual answers, it was discoddtret 5 respondents do not
make any difference in tense choice between seedei3®/ and /40/, and 14 respondents
expressed the difference between /39/ and /40/ dity giving their first or second
preference to the present tense in the lattergpesed to their choice in /39/) or by giving
their first or second preference to the past arst parfect in /40/ as opposed to their
choice of the present and past tense respectinel$d/. These changes apply to at least

one of the verb forms in the sequence.

/39/  Situation A year agoMrs Susan White lost her only son who was shoatyinknown man. Since

then she has been visiting her son’s gr&ee days agdsusan met her friend who then reported.

Susan added that the issue hagn) her whenever she
v(sit) the grave of her son (Q13) (adapted from Art49)

[haunts, haunted, had haunted | visits, visited Vigited]

TABLE C 39

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had haunted — had visiteg 0 4 4
had haunted — visited 1 1 2
haunted — had visited 1 2 3
haunted — visited 5 6 11
had haunted — visits 0 1 1
haunts — had visited 0 2 2
haunted - visits 2 4 6
haunts — visited 2 3 5
haunts — visits 16 2 18
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/40/  Situation The situation is similar to that in example 13wkever, Mrs Susan White lost her only

son20 years agoTen years agashe last met her friend Martha. Then Susan digdh days ago

Martha remembered their last meeting.

On that day Susatold me that the issue

haun) her whenever

she vigit) the grave of her son (Q14) (adapted from Art49).

[haunts, haunted, had haunted | visits, visited Vigited]

TABLE C 40
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had haunted — had visiteq 5 4 9
had haunted — visited 4 4 8
haunted — had visited 3 4 7
haunted — visited 8 6 14
had haunted — visits 0 1 1
haunts — had visited 1 0 1
haunted - visits 1 0 1
haunts — visited 0 1 1
haunts — visits 7 0 7

B HYPOTHESIS 3

Both the past perfect and the past tense are fratjueselected in clauses on which

temporal clauses depend.

This section is concerned with the same exampléiseagrevious section, in which
sentences /35/, 136/, 137/, 138/, 139/ and /40/aara&lyzed. All clauses on which temporal
clauses depend are object clauses. In the objecses in /35/, /36/, 137/ and /38/

respondents could choose only from the past ant geafect. Table A VI shows that

respondents give their first preference to both plast and past perfect, which is in
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accordance with Hypothesis 3. In addition, the neindf respondents who give their first
or second preference to both or to one of the témrses is approximately the same (see
Table B VI).

TABLE A1 VI: Tense choice in 5 clauses on which temporals#a depend

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both

Number 34 38 8

TABLE B; VI: Tense choice in 5 clauses on which temporalsga depend

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
————————————————————————————————————

PasT 16 was

PasT (1), PasP (2) 18 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 22 had been

PasP (1), PasT (2) 16 had been (1), was (2)

both (1) 8 was+had been (1)

Hypothesis 3 cannot be confronted with results eamning both sentence /39/ and
140/ because sentence /39/, which is provided avidifferent context than sentence /40/, is
frequently interpreted against the present contexich makes the choice of the past
perfect very infrequent. It is illustrated by Tal#le VIl and TableB; VII. In sentence /40/
in which the context makes the past and past genfiece possible than in sentence /39/,
respondents give their first preference to both plast and past perfect tense whose
proportion is 1 to 1. Similarly, respondents gikeit first or second preference to the past
tense nearly as frequently as to the past perfé&.ratio of the past to the past perfect in
Table B VIl is 16:13.
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TABLE A, VIl: Tense choice in 2 clauses on which temporalises depend

TENSE FORM(S)| PresTPasT| PasP| PresT+PasT PasT+PasP all

Number (/39/) 13 3 0 3 0 1

Number (/40/) 6 5 3 1 4 1

TABLE B, VII: Tense choice in 2 clauses on which temporalises depend

TENSE FORM(S) Number Example:be
139/ 140/
PresT 10 3 |is
PresT (1), PasT (2) 6 4 |is (1), was (2)
PresT (1), PasP (2) 1 1 |is (1), had been (2)
PasT 4 7 | was
PasT (1), PresT (2) 2 0 |was (1),is (2)
PasT (1), PasP (2) 2 4 | was (1), had been (2)
PasP 1 7 | had been
PasP (1), PresT (2) 0 0 | had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 0 1 | had been (1), was (2)

B HYPOTHESIS 4

Both the past and the past perfect are frequerdlgcsed in reported clauses with time

adverbials.

The questionnaire contains only one sentence irclwkhe time adverbial can
satisfactorily define time relations between theuaions expressed in the composite
indirect speech, and that is sentence /41/. Theeictdspeech in /41/ consists of two
clauses: an object clause and a substantivalvelatause, as Duskovéa (2006, 612) calls
constructions similar to the one in /41/. The metatlause contains the time adverlaal
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the time whose reference is determined by the context. efakl VIl reveals that
respondents most frequently give their first prefiee to the past perfect. Table Wl
shows that 20 respondents give their first or séqmeference to the past perfect and 14
respondents give their first or second preferendbé past tense. Both forms are therefore
possible, although the past perfect slightly prisvaver the past tense in /41/. The results
are comparable to the results concerning tenseehoiclauses on which temporal clauses

depend.

TABLE A1 VII: Tense choice in a clause with a time advdrbia

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both
|
Number 5 13 2

TABLE B4 VIIl: Tense choice in a clause with a time advdrbia

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
————————————————————————————

PasT 0 was

PasT (1), PasP (2) 5 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 6 had been

PasP (1), PasT (2) 7 had been (1), was (2)

both (1) 2 was+had been (1)

As regards the sequence of tense forms in /41/pbexct clause which opens the
indirect speech can be filled in with three teneamis: present perfect, past and past
perfect. Table C 41 reveals that respondents nmeguéntly give their first and second
preference to the sequendesd been — had becontead been — becamendhad been —
has becomeThe first tense form in each sequence corresptntse tense selected in the
relative clause. The choice of the sequences stgtest the past perfect in the relative
clause is preferred disregarding the tense formishased in the object clause which opens

the indirect speech and whose verb follows the urethe relative clause.
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/41/  Mr Smith admitted that his memory of whether there be) (

another car in the tunnelt the time bécomg foggy (Q20)
(adapted from Art102).

[was, had been | became, has become, had become]

TABLE C 41
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had been — had becomg 8 6 14
had been — became 7 1 8
had been — has become 2 7 9
was — had become 3 3 6
was — became 3 4 7
was — has become 1 2 3

B HYPOTHESIS 5

In non-restrictive relative clauses the past perfeselected only occasionally.

The questionnaire contains 5 sentences with ndneatge clauses (see examples
138/, 142/, 143/, /44] and /45/) and 2 sentenceh wastrictive clauses (see examples /41/
and /46/). Although this section is concerned esfigavith tense choice in non-restrictive
clauses, the tense forms which respondents prefestrictive clauses are given at the end
of this section for comparison. In all relative «das respondents could choose from two
tense forms: past and past perfect.

As far as non-restrictive clauses are concerneds isometimes difficult to
recognize whether the content expressed in themngsl to the reporter's general
knowledge or not. It is not particularly clear imetcase of sentences /42/ and /43/. The
non-restrictive clause in /43/ relates to the whmleceding clause. As illustrated in Table
A; IX, respondents give their first preference tohbtgnse forms in the non-restrictive
clauses in /42/ and /43/. Unlike Hypothesis 5, raveg, the past perfect slightly prevails
over the past tense in these clauses. The ratitealespondents that give their first or/and
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second preference to both forms to those that thieie first and second preference to one
of the forms is 25:15 (see Column 2 in TableB).

As regards non-restrictive clauses in /38/, /44f @b/, their content belongs to the
reporter’s general knowledge less probably thancthrgent of non-restrictive clauses in
142/ and /43/. Even though both tense forms aresiples (which is illustrated by the
number of occurrences of both the past and paqien Table A IX and Table B IX),
the respondents give their first preference topist tense more frequently than to the past

perfect.

TABLE A11X: Tense choice in 5 non-restrictive clauses

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both
Number (/42/, 143]) 15 20 5
Number (/38/, /441, 145 38 12 10

TABLE B4 IX: Tense choice in 5 non-restrictive clauses

TENSE FORM(S) Number Example:be
1421, 143/ 138/, 1441, 145/

e ———————————————————————————————————————————————————————
PasT 5 15 was
PasT (1), PasP (2) 10 23 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 10 5 had been
PasP (1), PasT (2) 10 7 had been (1), was (2)
both (1) 5 10 was+had been (1)

As for the sequences of tense forms that resposdgre their first preference to in
142/, the sequencdsad worked — refusedndworked — refusedre most frequent (see
Table C 42). It should be however noted that ti&t fiense forms correspond to tense
forms in the non-restrictive clause. Even though ¢tause is syntactically dependent on
the noun phrase in the object clause that opensaimposite indirect speech, respondents
give their first or second preference especiallyh® sequences with initial past perfect or
to the sequenceorked — refusedrhe sequenceorked — had refused least frequent.
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142/  Mrs Mitchelltold officers that her husband, who wo(K) as a judge for 5
years, at first ré€fuse to reveal the young woman’s name (Q25).

[worked, had worked | refused, had refused]

TABLE C 42
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had worked — had refused 4 8 12
had worked — refused 11 5 16
worked — had refused 2 5 7
worked — refused 6 4 10

The context provided for /43/ in the questionndigéven in /35/) makes time
references clear. From the context it is clear Mes Jones is Mr Mitchell's lover. As
revealed in Table C 43, respondents give theit Grssecond preference to all possible
sequences of tense forms, even though the numhbke sequencdsad had — had refused
and had — refusedslightly prevails. Occasionally, respondents aigee their first or
second preference to the sequehad — had refusedn which the verthaveis followed

by a verb in the past perfect that occurs in themestrictive clause.

143/  Mrs Mitchell alsorevealed that her husband’s lover ha{g an
abortion, whichinitially Miss Jones refuse to admit (Q31) (adapted
from Art51).

[had, has had, had had | refused, had refused]
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TABLE C 43

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. 1 PREF. NO. 2 Total
———————————————————————————————————————————
had had — had refused 5 6 11
had — had refused 5 3 8
has had — had refused 2 3 5
had had — refused 4 5 9
had — refused 9 5 14
has had — refused 1 4 5

In sentence /44/ respondents give their first pegfee especially to two sequences
of tense formswas — did — slepaindwas — had done — slefgee Column 1 in Table C 44).
As regards the preference number 2, they markgquba8lible sequences of tense forms. By
analyzing the individual answers, however, it wasavered that 18 respondents give their
first or/and second preference to the sequen@ess— had done — slephdwas — did —
slept.In the sequenceas — had done — slephoreover, it is the past tense of the Vieeb

that precedes the past perfect, which is in acomelavith Hypothesis 9.

144/  Situation The father was describing his childhood expergenc

My father said that b€ how they dd) it at
home, where they sleép on straw mats instead of beds (Q10)
(adapted from Art76).

[is, was, had been | did, had done | slept, had] sle
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TABLE C 44

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO. 2 Tota
had been — had done — had slept 2 2 4
had been — had done — slept 1 3 4
was — had done — had slept 2 2 4
had been — did — had slept 0 2 2
had been — did — slept 1 3 4
was — had done — slept 5 7 12
was — did — had slept 1 4 5
was — did — slept 11 3 14
is — had done — had slept 1 2 3
is — did — slept 1 1 2
is — did — had slept 0 1 1
is — had done — slept 1 4 5

In sentence /45/ respondents give preference toesegs of tense forms with the
modal verbmightfollowed by past participle. As illustrated in TalC 45, 19 respondents
give their first or second preference to the seqgeemght have been — drove oénd 18
respondents give their first or second preferencthé sequencmight have been — had

driven off In doing so, 17 respondents give their first aedond preference to both

sequences.
145/ Later Mr Smitlrealized that there mi¢ht be another car parked
some distance away at the tunnel exit, which subesty dijve

off) (Q23) (adapted from Art102).
[might be, might have been | drove off, had drigéh
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TABLE C 45

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
might have been — had driven off 7 12 19
might have been — drove off 14 4 18
might be — had driven off 1 1 2
might be — drove off 2 2 4

When exploring tense choice in restrictive relatol@uses, | analyzed sentences

146/ and /41/, the latter of which includes subsvah relative clause that was discussed in

the section dealing with clauses containing timeedoials. Both relative clauses could be

filled in only with two tense forms: past and ppstfect. As revealed in Tableg X and

B1 X, respondents give preference to both tense forms

TABLE A1 X: Tense choice in 2 restrictive relative clauses

TENSE FORMS(S) PasT PasP both
————————————————————————————————————————————
Number 15 22 3

TABLE B; X: Tense choice in 2 restrictive relative clauses

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
———————————————————————————————————

PasT 6 was

PasT (1), PasP (2) 9 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 10 had been

PasP (1), PasT (2) 12 had been (1), was (2)

both (1) 3 was+had been (1)

The gaps in /46/ can be completed in all possildgswvRespondents seem to make

use of all sequences, disregarding the semanticgeantimatical properties of reported

verbs (see Table C 46).
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146/  Mr Smithsaid that his wife s€@ a white car ahead of the green
Peugeot in which Mr Altman and his wife (e travelling (Q19)
(adapted from Art37).

[saw, had seen | were travelling, had been traglli

TABLE C 46
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Tota
had seen — had been travelling 4 5 9
had seen — were travelling 6 8 14
saw — had been travelling 7 4 11
saw — were travelling 5 4 9

B HYPOTHESIS 6
The past tense form prevails in clauses contaitiiegverb be in composite indirect speech

(as opposed to the past perfect tense form).

The questionnaire contains 5 sentences with 6 efatisat contain the velie In
two clauses (in the restrictive clause in /41/ anthe object clause in /47/), the verb
can be selected either in the past or in the pasteg. Out of these two options,
respondents most frequently give preference tpé#se perfect tense, as shown in Table A
XI. Both Table A XI and Table B XI demonstrate that respondents often select teotbe

forms. Despite this, the results are in contradicto Hypothesis 6.

TABLE A1 Xl: Tense choice in 2 clauses with the vbeb

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both
I
Number 11 26 3
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TABLE B4 Xl: Tense choice in 2 clauses with the vb&b

TENSE FORM(S)

Number

Examplee

PasT 5 was

PasT (1), PasP (2) 6 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 14 had been

PasP (1), PasT (2) 12 had been (1), was (2)
both (1) 3 was+had been (1)

The sequences of tense forms that respondentsfregsiently give their first or

second preference to have one common charactettstignitial element is the vette in

the past tense. The number of various tense fofntiseoverbbe that opens the indirect
speech in /47/ is not given in the above tablesbge in the initial clause respondents can
choose from three different tense forms: preseast @nd past perfect. The results
concerning these clauses are provided below exafpleIn example /47/, however, the
initial verb be is selected in the past tense more frequently thahe other two tense
forms, although the proposition expressed in titealrclause may still be valid at the time
of reporting. The final clause in the indirect sgieenoreover includes a verb in passive
voice which, according to the data given in Tabld® can be the only verb in the past

perfect in the sequence.

147/ The police officesaid that Mrs Mitchell

access to drugs but that there

Be) no time for a sedative to take effect
and no sign of a struggle or that the body (be draggell into the shed
(Q30) (adapted from Art61).

b€ a community nurse with

[is, was, had been | was, had been | was draggédiden dragged]
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TABLE C 47

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had been — had been — had been dragged 2 4
had been — had been — was dragged 1 1
was — had been — had been dragged 4 11
had been — was — had been dragged 2 3
had been — was — was dragged 2 2
was — had been — was dragged 4 4 8
was — was — had been dragged 4 6
was — was — was dragged 6 8
is — had been — had been dragged 1 4
is —was — was dragged 1 4
is —was — had been dragged 3 3
is — had been — was dragged 0 1

Apart from sentence /47/, the vebk is included in sentences /44/, /148/ and /49/.

All clauses with the verbe but one clause in /49/ open indirect speech. ¥ tHe clause

is coordinate with an object clause that opengaatlispeech. Even though all the clauses

can be intepreted against the present contextomegmts most frequently give preference

to the past tense in these clauses (see TaplXIh When options marked with the

preference numbers 1 and 2 are considered, theerwhthe present, past and past perfect
forms correspond to 42, 73 and 36 respectively Tsdxe B XII).

TABLE A, XIl: Tense choice in 4 clauses with the v

TENSE FORM(S)

Number

PresT PasT

19 46

PasH

PresT+PasT PasT+P

asP
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TABLE B> Xll: Tense choice in 4 clauses with the vedb

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee

-
PresT 7 IS
PresT (1), PasT (2) 12 is (1), was (2)
PresT (1), PasP (2) 7 is (1), had been (2)
PasT 29 was
PasT (1), PresT (2) 13 was (1), is (2)
PasT (1), PasP (2) 18 was (1), had been (2)
PasP 7 had been
PasP (1), PresT (2) 3 had been (1), is (2)
PasP (1), PasT (2) 1 had been (1), was (2)

In example /48/ 16 respondents give their firstezond preference to the sequence
was — had been closegdhich is more frequently selected than the otli@es Table C 48).
Other sequences of tense forms cannot be negledtieer. As mentioned above, the
situation expressed in the clause opening theentlspeech may be seen as being valid at
the time of its reporting. For this reason, somgpoadents give their first or second

preference to the sequendgs- were closedndis — had been closed

148/  Then the coronesaid that the biggest mystery be) why the
shed’s doors be(closed (Q33) (adapted from Art61).

[is, was, had been | were closed, had been closed]
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TABLE C 48

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had been — had been closed 1 6 7
was — had been closed 9 7 16
is — had been closed 7 2 9
had been — were closed 1 4 5
was — were closed 5 6 11
is — were closed 4 5 9

In sentence /49/ respondents may interpret thecblgkuse opening indirect
speech against the present context, consideringptbposition valid at the time of
reporting. Whether respondents interpret the pridéipasn one way or the other, they most
frequently give their first preference to sequermfgense formswill be — waswould be —
wasg, the second of which is the past tense form {sdxe C 49).

149/ In a narrative verdict detectivadmitted that the cause of Judge Mitchell's death

w(ill) probably never be known but that there

(be) “no evidence of any third-party involvement” (Q34dapted from Art61).

[will, would | is, was, had been]

TABLE C 49
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. 1 PREF. NO. 2 Total
will be —is 3 3 6
will be — was 6 3 9
will be — had been 2 6 8
would be —is 3 5 8
would be —was 9 5 14
would be — had been 3 9 12
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B HYPOTHESIS 7

The past tense form prevails in clauses contaimgrs in passive voice in composite

indirect speech (as opposed to the past perfesetéarm).

The questionnaire has three sentences, each ofiwbitains a clause with a verb
in passive voice. It applies to sentences /47/ /d48d that are discussed in the previous
chapter and sentence /50/ discussed below. Alsekare provided with two options: past
and past perfect. As is suggested by the sequemitésnse forms that respondents
frequently give their preference to in /47/ and//4Be past perfect is as frequently selected
with verbs in passive voice as the past tenss.dtso illustrated in both Table Xlll and
Table B XIllII below. Unlike sentences /47/ and /48/ in whiespondents give their first
preference to the past perfect more frequently tiwathe past tense, in sentence /50/
respondents give their first preference to the pasée more frequently. The ratio of the
past perfect to the past tense (which can be deseovfrom Table C 50) is 15:8.

TABLE A1 Xlll: Tense choice in 3 clauses with verbs in passioice

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both

Number 28 25 7

TABLE B; Xlll: Tense choice in 3 clauses with verbs in passioice

TENSE FORM(S) Number Exampliee
e ———

PasT 11 was

PasT (1), PasP (2) 17 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 10 had been

PasP (1), PasT (2) 15 had been (1), was (2)

both (1) 7 was+had been (1)

In sentence /50/ respondents give their first aosd preference to two sequences
of tense formswas terrified — would catchndhad been terrified — would catctvhich is

determined by the second tense form in each sequetause the other tense fomold
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have caught which could be selected insteadnaduld catchis not in accordance with the

context.

/50/  In statements read to the inquest, Mrs Mitckaid she be
terrified) that the washing will catch) fire (Q29) (adapted from
Art61).

[was terrified, had been terrified | would catclowd have caught]

TABLE C 50

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had been terrified — would catch 6 11 17

had been terrified — would have cauglt 2 0 2

was terrified — would catch 15 1 16
was terrified — would have caught 0 5 5

B HYPOTHESIS 8
The past tense form prevails in clauses contaimarys in progressive aspect in composite

indirect speech (as opposed to the past perfesetéarm).

Verbs in progressive aspect occur in four clausesentences /36/, /46/ and /51/.
These clauses could be filled in with verbs in ftest or past perfect tense. What
sequences of tense forms respondents give preéetenn /36/ and /46/ was discussed in
previous sections. In /36/ the verb in progressispect occurs in a clause on which a
temporal clause depends and in /46/ the verb igrpssive aspect occurs in relative
(restrictive) clause. Sentence /51/ contains verhgrogressive aspect in both clauses in
indirect speech.

Table A XIV and Table B XIV reveal that respondents select both the padt a
past perfect tense with verbs in progressive aspdtth is in contradiction to Hypothesis

8. In addition, in both tables the past perfeglgly prevails.
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TABLE A1 XIV: Tense choice in 4 clauses with verbs in pregiee aspect

TENSE FORM(S) PasT PasP both

Number 30 42 8

TABLE B; XIV: Tense choice in 4 clauses with verbs in pregree aspect

TENSE FORM(S) Number Examplee
————————————————————————————————————————

PasT 11 was

PasT (1), PasP (2) 19 was (1), had been (2)

PasP 21 had been

PasP (1), PasT (2) 21 had been (1), was (2)

both (1) 8 was+had been (1)

In sentence /51/ respondents most frequently greéepence to two sequences of
tense formshad been having — had been tryitgd been having — was tryings shown
in Table C 51, it is also occasionally possiblsdtect the other two options.

/51/  Before the explosion, however, Mr Mitch&ld his wife that he and Miss Jones

be having a sexual affair for 2% years and he

(be trying to end it (Q26) (adapted from Art51).
[were having, had been having | was trying, hach géng]

TABLE C 51

SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had been having — had been tryin 9 6 15
had been having — was trying 10 8 18
were having — had been trying 4 4 8
were having — was trying 2 4 6
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B REPORTING PROPOSITIONS WITH CLAUSES WITH MODAL VERB

The last section is devoted to modal verbs. Talblasare given in this section only
summarize what was already mentioned above. Amoagéntences in the questionnaire,
there are three sentences which contain clausds madal verbs. In sentence /45/
respondents could choose from two formmeght beand might have beenThe verbs in
brackets (and in italics) whose form respondent®ewapposed to select areght be The
context provided for sentence /45/ (given in exampb/) makes it clear that the situation
expressed in the clause is set in the past witerddo the time of reporting. The data in
Tables A XV and B XV are in accordance with thiswaption. Respondents most

frequently give preference to the formght have been

TABLE A XV: Modal verbs in sentence /45/

FORM(S) might be might have been
P —
Number 3 17

TABLE B XV: Modal verbs in sentence /45/

FORM(S) Number
might be 0
might be (1), might have been (2) 3
might have been 15
might have been (1), might be (2) 2

In sentence /50/ respondents were supposed to elfimos two tense formsvould
catchandwould have caughtThe verbs given in brackets in sentence /50idliecatch.
As Tables A XVI and B XVI reveal, respondents gweference especially to the form
would catch.The formwould have beers also occasionally selected. This form would
rather correspond to the formsll have caughtandwould catchthan towill catch that is

given in sentence /50/.
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TABLE A XVI: Modal verbs in sentence /50/

FORM(S) would have caught would catch

Number 2 18

TABLE B XVI: Modal verbs in sentence /50/

FORM(S) Number
—————————————————————————————————————

would catch 14

would catch (1), would have caught (2) 4

would have caught 1

would have caught (1), would catch (2) 1

In sentence /49/ respondents were supposed to eHoms the following two
forms: will andwould The form given in brackets in sentence /494il§, and the choice
of the most appropriate form depends on the faaftealidity, or, more precisely, whether
respondents consider the proposition with the moddb valid at the time of reporting or
not. Even though respondents give their first pegfee to both forms (see Table A XVII),
the modal verbwould slightly prevails. It also applies to Table B XVivhich shows that
18 respondents give their first or second preferdnevould and that 12 respondents give
their first or second preferencewall .

TABLE A XVII: Modal verbs in sentence /49/

FORM(S) will would both

Number 7 11 2

TABLE B XVII: Modal verbs in sentence /49/

FORM(S)| will | will (1), would (2) | would| would (1), will (2) | both

Number 2 5 8 3 2
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4 Conclusion

The study provides an overview of factors thateham impact on tense choice in
indirect speech and shows how the issue can beedtud practice with the help of
qguestionnaires. The practical research is basedhenanalysis carried out in Selucka
(2008), in which the issue is explored in the csrplisentences that was compiled from
articles inThe London Timesenline newspaper. The analysis provides resulterims of
which hypotheses were formulated (see Chapter &d)the questionnaire (attached in
Appendix 2), which is to verify or refute the hypeses, was designed.

The corpus of sentences and the sentences in #sti@punaire (most of which are
selected and adapted from the corpus) includeentigpeech examples without their direct
speech equivalents. The impossibility of derivimgect speech from indirect (as discussed
in Chapter 1.1) makes it impossible to unambigupssite which tense form (chosen by
the original speaker) the tense form in indirectesih represents. In indirect speech the
past tense represents the past or present tensepddt perfect represents the present
perfect, past or past perfect tense. The presehpaasent perfect represent the same tense
forms in indirect speech. In this study, as wellimsSelucka (2008), the frequency of
individual tense forms is explored. As regards nhodasbs, they are treated separately
because their representation in indirect speef@teguently influenced by their functions.
Moreover, propositions with modal verbs are oftgparted with infinitival constructions.

The indirect speech that the study focuses on ithénform of an embedded
structure dependent on the past reporting frameéluasrated by /1/. It can consist of one
or more dependent clauses. Indirect speech inotime 6f one dependent clause is referred
to as ‘simple indirect speech’, while indirect sgeavhich consists of more than one

dependent clause is referred to as ‘compositegntigpeech’.

11/ Headded that Auvinen had been determined to kill as mamyppeas possible in
an attempt to create a spectacle before he tuhgegun on himself (Art189}.

The factors that determine tense choice in indispetech (see Chapters 1 and 2)

are illustrated by examples from scientific pubticas and from the corpus mentioned

® The examples taken from the articles The London Time®nline newspaper are marked with the
abbreviation Art followed by the number of the eldithe example comes from.
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above. They can be divided on the basis of lingutstms related to indirect speech which
the factors apply to (e.g. semantics of reportiegos), in terms of tense forms that are
considered or in terms of the complexity of theiiect speech in which tense choice is
studied. In practice, however, it is not always gildle to strictly divide the factors

according to one criterion.

Apart from the hypotheses, the data obtained frouestionnaires is also
confronted with five principles governing the chmiof a particular tense form in simple
indirect speech, which is very frequently optionialreflects in the way in which the
questionnaire was designed and filled in. The gomsaire has the form of a multiple
choice test with a specific mode of completion. lEaentence (out of 34 reported
statements) is provided with a different numbeppfions (ranging from 3 to 12), which
respondents are supposed to mark with up to thuesbers (1, 2, 3) according to their
preference for the given option. The questionndesigned in this way has revealed more
tense forms which it is possible to select in iadirspeech.

The questionnaire design, distribution and evatuaéire described in Chapter 3, in
which it is also discussed what subject specifabfgms a researcher has to take into
account. Some of the problems were removed afeepilbt versions of the questionnaire
were evaluated. Some depend on individual speakgiaions and were not detected by
pre-testing. It applies especially to contextualiesl which most sentences in the
questionnaire are provided with and which may mzdaain tense forms more appropriate

than others.

After the questionnaires were distributed anddille by native speakers of British
English, whose number is 20the questionnaires were evaluated. In doing gentbn
was paid to the options which the respondents e first or/and second preference to.
In the first part of Chapter 3, the results obtdifi®m the questionnaires are confronted
with principles of optional backshifting. 16 sentes with simple indirect speech, in which
the respondents were supposed to choose eithertivoror three tense forms, are divided
into five sections in terms of the nature of prafoss expressed in the indirect speech.
The principles of optional backshifting are ofteralved in more than one section.

The first factor to be considered is the factowalidity (=PRINCIPLE 1), which
governs the choice between the present and pas (en between the present perfect and

past perfect). It is applied especially to propgoss that may be perceived as being valid at

% Basic facts about respondents are given in Apipehd
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the time of reporting and to universal truths. Hmalysis reveals that respondents always
give their first preference to all possible optiamdess the proposition is evaluated as a
universal truth. It is illustrated by example /Ziable A 18(see page 73) reveals that
approximately the same number of respondents ghass first preference to the present
tense, past tense and past perfect, even thougtottiext makes it clear that the original
speaker is still considering staying in politicable B 18 (see page 73) shows that it also
holds valid in the case of the number of respordeviio give their first or second
preference to all possible options. The proportbnhe present, past and past perfect in
Table B 18 is 11:15:12.

12/ Imaginary situation for Q15-Q16eter Brown is not still determined to stay in

politics.

YESTERDAY Peter Browronfirmed at the conference that he

(be consideringstaying in politics (Q15) (adapted from Art29).

a) is considering b) was consiugri ¢) had been considering

Even though the present tense is generally prefdmesuch propositions, both
tense forms are possible (i.e. the tense choiogtisnal), which is in accordance with the
data obtained from the questionnaires. Occasianallgxplore whether respondents
perceive any difference between identical propasgiintroduced with different reporting
verbs. In the questionnaire there are two sentewbesh differ from /2/ only in the choice
of the reporting verb. One is introduced with tlebadmit and the other with the verb
deny The analysis shows that it depends on individydakers. 6 respondents do not
make any difference between such statements. 8ndspts feel that there is a difference
between propositions introduced witbnfirm and propositions introduced widdmitand
deny In the former they give their first preferencethe present or past tense, which they
replace with the past or past perfect respectivetiie latter.

PRINCIPLE 2 predicts tense choice in universalhsuin which respondents most
frequently give their first preference to the prasiense. There are two propositions that
belong to the category of universal truths. Onéhefpropositions is exemplified in /3/. In

these two statements respondents give their fiefepence to the present tense in 30 cases.
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Despite this, respondents frequently give theistfand second preference to both the
present and past tense, which corresponds to &3.cas

13/ Copernicugonfirmed that the Earth re\olve around the Sun
(Q3) (adapted from Alexander 1988, 293).

a) revolves b) revolved ajilrevolved

Unlike universal truths, there are propositiond @ generally proved wrong. In
such propositions the past is generally favoureer dhre present (PRINCIPLE 3). In the
questionnaire, however, respondents give their firsference to both the present and past
tense. The ratio of the present to the past tens¥ is 8:11(see Table A 23 on page 79). It
seems to be in accordance with Declerck and TafBa®86, 289), who claim that the
present tense in these propositions is selecteth&r formal resemblance with universal
truths.

14/ However, the ancientsaimed that the Sun mdve around the
Earth (Q4) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

a) moves b) moved &) imoved

Moreover, 10 respondents make a difference betwdénand an identical
proposition introduced with the vertdaim in the past perfect. However, there is no

characteristic common to all respondents.

PRINCIPLE 4 relates to propositions in which thetganse is obligatory because
they are reported long after they were said byimasigspeakers. Nevertheless, the context
must make it clear that respondents cannot idetiidynselves with reporters living in the
times in which the original proposition was utterddexample /5/, in which the principle
is considered, the contextual clues are howevesings Even though 13 respondents give
their first preference to the past tense in thegsdion (see Table A 25 on page 82), 12
respondents also give their first or second prefaxdo the present tense (see Table B 25

on page 83)
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5/ Socratessaid that he bdl a citizen, not of Athens, but of the
world (Q2) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).

a)is b) was C) hoeeabn

The last factor to be considered is context (PRMN@E 5), which may be applied
to nearly all propositions. The contextual clues either described before the example is
given or are part of the proposition as is the cddene adverbials. If the context makes it
clear that the situation in indirect speech toakcpl before the situation expressed in the
reporting frame, respondents give their first prefiee to both the past and past perfect, as
in /6/ (see Tables A 27 and B 27 on page. 86the context does not include such
information and respondents may perceive the sitmagxpressed in indirect speech as
being simultaneous with the situation in the repgrframe, they give their first preference

to the past tense, as in /7/ (see Table A 26 or B4y

16/ Imaginary situation for Q18 - Q23n 10" January 2010there was a car accident. The car

exploded when passing through a tunnel in Franberel' were two victims: Mr and Mrs Altman.
Two days laterll witnesses were questioned and the policemend@mut that before the accident
somebody placed a bomb in the car. The withesgeBlaRichardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith
(who saw the accident) and Mr Bellfield (Mr Altmarfriend).

Mrs Smith said that it bé very noisy in the tunnel (Q18)
(adapted from Art37).

a) is b) was hed been

/7] Situation Said after the suicide bombing in July 2008.

Military officials said that many innocent children be) @mong
the dead (Q7) (adapted from Art27).

a) are b) were ¢) had been

As regards time adverbials, there are three praposiwith time adverbials, as
exemplified in /8/, in which respondents frequerdlye their first preference to the past
perfect tense (see Tables A 30, A 31 and A 32 gep®8, 89 and 90 respectively). In

each case, it always applies at least to 11 regpusd It is in accordance with
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HYPOTHESIS 4 which predicts that the past perfecatat infrequent in propositions with
time adverbials.

18/ Abu Ibrahimexplained that he begcome engaggdwo months
beforehis brother’s death (Q12) (adapted from Art9).

a) became engaged b) had beemgaged

In the second part of Chapter 3 the results obdiaiitem questionnaires are
confronted with hypotheses, all of which but Hypestis 1 are based on the results of the
research carried out in Selucka (2008). Hypothesssformulated after the same corpus of
sentences as in Selucka (2008) was analyzed isttidly. All hypotheses but Hypothesis 4
are exclusively about tense choice in compositérent speech. The options which the
sentences with composite indirect speech are pedvigith correspond to sequences of
tense forms. In composite indirect speech it isgtoee possible to study co-occurrence of

individual tense forms.

Not all the hypotheses (formulated in Chapter 2a) however be satisfactorily
confirmed or contradicted. HYPOTHESIS 1 predictattthe proportion of the past and
past perfect in object clauses depending directiyttee reporting frame and in object
clauses depending on other clauses in indirectcbpeeapproximately the same. In the
questionnaire there are only two sentences witlolgact clause dependent on another
clause within indirect speech, one of which inclkidaeodal verbs. In the remaining
sentence (see example /9/), however, we can sedga-occurrence of tense forms. In /9/
respondents most frequently give their first (PRE. 1) or second (PREF. NO. 2)
preference to the sequence in which the past gasfececeded by the past tense, which is
given by the context, given in /9/, and by the fdwt the verb in the past tense that
precedes the past perfect is a reporting verbaffqgrossible sequences of tense forms in /9/

see Table C 34 on page 97).

19/ Imaginary situation for Q18 Q23: On 10th January 2010 there was a car acciddm. car
exploded when passing through a tunnel in Franberel' were two victims: Mr and Mrs Altman.
Two days later all withesses were questioned aadthicemen found out that before the accident
somebody placed a bomb in the car. The withesseBlaRichardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith
(who saw the accident) and Mr Bellfield (Mr Altmarfriend).
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On the day of the accident Dr Richardgold witnesses that he
(hopg they ngt move the bodies (Q22) (adapted from Art102).
[hopes, hoped, had hoped | do not move, did noerad not moved]

As far as other object clauses are concerned, megpds give their first preference
to both the past and past perfect tense if theegbmbakes both forms possible. When they
are however supposed to choose from the presesitapd past perfect tense forms, the

former two are preferred.

HYPOTHESIS 2, predicting that the past tense istiaed over the past perfect in
temporal clauses, is partly confirmedwherr andwhile-clauses, in which the ratio of the
past to the past perfect, which respondents giee fhist preference to, is 18:5 and 17:7
respectively (see Table;AV on page 100). As foafter-clauses, the number of the past
and past perfect, which respondents give theit firsference to, is 37 and 33 respectively
(see Table AIV on page 100). As regards sequences of tensesfor sentences with time
clauses in indirect speech, the sequences of the tanse forms or the sequences in which
the past perfect is followed by the past tensepegterred if two gaps are to be filled in. It
is illustrated in Table C 37 in /10/. In generawever, all possible combinations of tense
forms are selected. This phenomenon can be exdlanerms of contextual clues, which

respondents may interpret in their own way.

/10/ Two hours before the explosion Miss Joresked Robert how his wife
réac) when he asf) her for a divorce (Q27)
(adapted from Art51).

[reacted, had reacted | asked, had asked]

TABLE C 37
SEQUENCE PREF. NO. PREF. NO.|2 Total
had reacted — had asked 4 7 11
had reacted — asked 11 6 16
reacted — had asked 1 9 10
reacted — asked 7 0 7
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HYPOTHESIS 3 predicts that both the past perfedt@ast are frequently selected
in clauses on which temporal clauses depend. Tipethgsis is confirmed because the
ratio of the past perfect to the past in thesesdauwhich respondents give their first
preference to, is 46:4@ee Table AVI on page 108)it is in contradiction to the principle
formulated in Thomson and Martinet (1986, 123), wlam that the past is favoured over

the past perfect in both clauses on which timesdawepend and the time clauses.

Time adverbials as well as time clauses have tladitguof time referencing. The
past perfect could therefore be considered redundadauses with time adverbials. In
sentences with simple and composite indirect spedcis however confirmed that
HYPOTHESIS 4, predicting that both the past and padect frequently occur in reported
clauses with time adverbials, holds valid. Besitles sentences with simple indirect
speech, there is one sentence with composite tidipeech containing the time adverbial
at the time(see example /11/), in which 15 respondents die# ffirst preference to the
past perfect as opposed to 7 that give their firsference to the past tense (see Tahle A
VIl on page 110).

/11/  Mr Smith admitted that his memory of whether there be) (

another car in the tunnelt the time bécomég foggy (Q20)
(adapted from Art102).

[was, had been | became, has become, had become]

In HYPOTHESIS 5 it is stated that the past perfsctarely selected in non-
restrictive relative clauses, which is not quitenfooned. In two non-restrictive clauses,
one of which is illustrated by /12/, respondentgegdheir first preference to the past perfect
more frequently than to the past ter{see Table AIX on page 112). It is not clear
whether the content expressed in these clausesdzeto the reporter’s general knowledge
or not. In the remaining three non-restrictive sk one of which is illustrated by /13/,
respondents give their first preference to the pas$e more frequently than to the past
perfect. The ratio of the past tense to the padeqeis 48:22 (see Table;AX on page
112). The number of the past perfect in these ektsnot however insignificant.
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/12/  Mrs Mitchelltold officers that her husband, who wo(K) as a judge for 5
years, at first ré€fuse to reveal the young woman’s name (Q25).

[worked, had worked | refused, had refused]

/13/  Later Mr Smitlrealized that there might bg another car parked

some distance away at the tunnel exit, which sulbesty dijve
off) (Q23) (adapted from Art102).

[might be, might have been | drove off, had drigéh

HYPOTHESES 6-8 are related to grammatical progertif verbs in composite
indirect speech. They predict that the past penedtss frequent than the past tense in
reported clauses with the varb, verbs in passive voice and verbs in progresspedct. In
reported clauses with the veob and verbs in progressive aspect, however, thepeafct
slightly prevails over the past tense, which iscontradiction to Hypothesis 6 and
Hypothesis 8 respectively (see Tables Al and A XIV on pages 117 and 124
respectively). As regards clauses with passiveeyarspondents give their first preference
to the perfect tense nearly as frequently as tp#st tense. The ratio of the past to the past
perfect in these clauses is 35:32 (see TabIXIA on page 122).

HYPOTHESIS 9 is discussed together with other hypsés. It focuses on
sequences of tense forms, predicting what semanticgrammatical features the verbs in
the past tense that co-occur with verbs in the padect (that do not open indirect speech)
in indirect speech have or in what types of claseh verbs occur. Because respondents
give their first or second preference to all pagsdptions, it is necessary that only options
that are marked with the preference number 1 shoellcbnsidered. Respondents give their
first preference especially to the sequences ofstmae tense forms or the sequence in
which the past perfect is followed by the past.sétems to be in accordance with
Huddleston and Pullum’s (2002, 156) treatment oticttires with more levels of
embedding. However, there are few cases in whielp#ist tense precedes the past perfect.
In such cases, the past tense is used with thebee(bee Table C 44 on page 115 and
Table C 47 on page 119) or the veibpe (see Table C 34 on page 97), which is
determined by the context.

The last section of Chapter 3 is devoted to moedaby in which the modal verbs

might andwill are considered. Respondents were supposed td sedemost appropriate
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forms of these verbs. As regansgght be the context makes it clear that the verb must
refer to the past as opposed to the time of thesin expressed in the reporting frame.
Therefore, respondents give their first or secordgpence tanight have beefsee Table

A XV on page 125). As fowill be, on the other hand, they hardly ever select the fo
would have beerinstead, respondents choose betweiinbe (see Table A XVII on page
126) andwvould be(see Table A XVI on page 126).

In this study, as well as in Selucka (2008), | esyphe same mode of research
which is based on exploring the frequency of tdons@s in indirect speech. For verifying
and refuting hypotheses, however, the mode of reseim which tense in direct and
indirect speech pairs is compared may be equallgven more suitable. In both cases,
however, it is necessary to provide a detailed rifgsan of context, which seems to be a

decisive factor in choosing the most appropriatsegorm.

136



Appendix 1

Table 14:Basic tense changes in reported sp&ech

DIRECT SPEECH

INDIRECT SPEECH

present

past

present perfect

past perfect

past

past perfect

past perfect

past perfect

will would
may might
can could
must musthad to

would, could might, should
had better

would, could might, should
had better

Adapted fromMaturita SolutiongFalla and Davies 2009, 121)

% Basic tense changes in Table 14 are adapted Ntaturita SolutionsUpper-Intermediate Student's Book
(Falla and Davies 2009, 121), which includes a npueise overview of tense changes in indirectapee
than the other three student’s textbooks considévedthe purpose of this study, namefeadway
Intermediate Reward IntermediatandNew English FileIn theMaturita Solutiongextbook, the changes
are described in greater detail, providing the wiesv of all tense forms in all aspects even thongh
difference in backshifting between simple and comus tense forms is given. In Table 14, therefbre,
provide data without distinguishing between singule continuous aspects.
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Appendix 2

STUDY OF TENSES IN ENGLISH (Questionnaire)°®
Dear Respondent (NATIVE speaker of English),

I am a student of English and mathematics at the Faculty of Arts and the
Faculty of Science in Olomouc (the Czech Republic) and am very interested in
English in practice. I am asking you to fill in this questionnaire because it is the only
way of learning something new about real English and I believe that your answers
will clarify issues that are for me, a non-native speaker, of great importance.

This questionnaire is intended to confirm or refute hypotheses that I
formulated on the basis of an extended study. The hypotheses relate to tenses in
indirect reported speech in English, i.e. the constructions of the type Mark said
that . . ., which give the content of the original speakers’ statements. I explored this
topic in newspaper articles in which these constructions frequently occur.

The textbooks state only general rules, which do not go into detail, and often
the theory is quite different from the practice. For non-native speakers, therefore, it
is a challenge to explore this issue in practice and to learn something new about the
English language in general.

To fill in this questionnaire does not require any special knowledge. Because
you are a native speaker of English, you will only use your intuition about your
language. Those who are interested in this research and its results can email me and
I will give you all information. I deliberately do not mention the hypotheses not to
influence your judgment.

I. Part. Basic Data (Underline the right option and fill in.)
1. SEX: a) woman b) man
2. AGE: a) less than 18, b) 18-25, c)25-30, d) 30-40, e)40-50,
f) 50-60, g) more than 60
3. TOWN (you live in)/PART of Britain: /
4. FOREIGN LANGUAGES:?? NONE GER FRE SPA ITA Other:
5. USER CATEGORY: a) student, b) university teacher, c) other category:

state the profession:
6. SCIENTIFIC FIELD / DISCIPLINE: a) arts, b) sciences and medicine,
c) technical disciplines, d) economic disciplines, e) social sciences, f) other:

state the field:

II. Part. Questionnaire

% This is the original version of the questionnajieen to native speakers for completion. In otiverds,
the original form (font, layout, etc.) is preservédioreover, each sentence is provided with thecitr
was taken and adapted from.

%7 For points 4-6 more than one option is possible.
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In the following 34 reported statements use your intuition and state which
variant/variants you prefer. Each variant is provided with a box into which you are
supposed to insert one of the numbers 1 — 3 (1 | 2 | 3) according to your preference.
Number 1 means the highest preference, number 2 lower preference and number 3
the lowest one. In doing so, you can prefer more variants at the same time, i.e. insert
the same number (e.g. 1) into more boxes. On the other hand, if there is a variant
that you consider incorrect, leave the box empty. Mostly the examples are

accompanied with the description of the whole situation (Situation or Imaginary

situation).
1. Socrates said that nothing (can) harm a good man. 112
a) can b) could
(Adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027)
2. Socrates said that he (be) a citizen, not of Athens, but of the world.
a) is b) was c) had been 11213
(Adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027)
3. Copernicus confirmed that the Earth (revolve) around the Sun.
a) revolves b) revolved c) had revolved 11213
(Adapted from Alexander 1988, 293)
4. However, the ancients claimed that the Sun (move) around the
Earth. 11213
a) moves b) moved c) had moved
(Adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028)
5. However, the ancients had claimed that the Sun (move) around the
Earth. 11213
a) moves b) moved c) had moved

(Adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028)

6. Situation: Said by a terrorist before his suicide bombing in Iraq in July 2008.

Gertrude, his wife, died with him.

Gertrude told me that (will) be the best honeymoon, in heaven

together. 112
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a) will b) would

(Adapted from Art9)
7. Situation: Said after the suicide bombing in July 2008.

Military officials said that many innocent children (be) among the
dead. 11213
a) are b) were c) had been

(Adapted from Art27)

8. The radicals claimed that they (be not involved) in organizing
demonstrations last Thursday close to Buckingham Palace. 11213
a) are not involved b) were not involved c) had not been involved

(Adapted from Art1)

9. Yesterday the radicals confirmed that they (be not involved) in
organizing demonstrations last Thursday close to Buckingham Palace. 11213
a) are not involved b) were not involved c) had not been involved

(Adapted from Art1)

10. Situation: The father was describing his childhood experience.

My father said that (be) how they (do) it at home, where
they (sleep) on straw mats instead of beds. 11213
a)is | did | slept b) was | did | slept

c)is | did | had slept d) was | did | had slept

e) is | had done | slept f) was | had done | slept

g) is | had done | had slept h) was | had done | had slept

i) had been | did | slept j) had been | had done | slept

k) had been | did | had slept 1) had been | had done | had slept

(Adapted from Art76)

11. Abu Ibrahim explained that he (become engaged) two months ago
to an educated young woman. 112
a) became engaged b) had become engaged

(Adapted from Art9)
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12. Abu Ibrahim explained that he (become engaged) two months
before his brother’s death. 112

a) became engaged b) had become engaged

(Adapted from Art9)

13. Situation: A year ago Mrs Susan White lost her only son who was shot by an
unknown man. Since then she has been visiting her son’s grave. Five days ago Susan

met her friend who then reported:

Susan added that the issue (haunt) her whenever she
(visit) the grave of her son. 11213
a) haunts | visits b) haunted | visits
c) haunts | visited d) haunted | visited
e) haunts | had visited f) haunted | had visited
g) had haunted | visits h) had haunted | visited

i) had haunted | had visited

(Adapted from Art49)

14. Situation: The situation is similar to that in example 13. However, Mrs Susan
White lost her only son 20 years ago. Ten years ago she last met her friend Martha.

Then Susan died. Two days ago Martha remembered their last meeting.

On that day Susan told me that the issue (haunt) her whenever she
(visit) the grave of her son. 11213

a) haunts | visits b) haunted | visits

c) haunts | visited d) haunted | visited

e) haunts | had visited f) haunted | had visited

g) had haunted | visits h) had haunted | visited

i) had haunted | had visited

(Adapted from Art49)

Imaginary situation for 15 - 16: Peter Brown is not still determined to stay in politics.

15. Yesterday Peter Brown confirmed at the conference that he (be
considering) staying in politics. 11213
a) is considering b) was considering c) had been considering
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(Adapted from Art29)

16. Yesterday Peter Brown admitted that he (be considering) staying in
politics. 11213
a) is considering b) was considering c) had been considering

(Adapted from Art29)

17. Yesterday Peter Brown denied that he (be considering) staying in
politics. 11213
a) is considering b) was considering c) had been considering

(Adapted from Art29)

Imaginary situation for 18 - 23: On 10th January 2010 there was a car accident. The

car exploded when passing through a tunnel in France. There were two victims: Mr
and Mrs Altman. Two days later all witnesses were questioned and the policemen
found out that before the accident somebody placed a bomb in the car. The witnesses
are Mr Richardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith (who saw the accident) and Mr

Bellfield (Mr Altman’s friend).

18. Mrs Smith said that it (be) very noisy in the tunnel. 11213

a) is b) was c) had been

(Adapted from Art37)

19. Mr Smith said that his wife (see) a white car ahead of the green
Peugeot in which Mr Altman and his wife (be travelling). 11213
a) saw | were travelling b) had seen | were travelling

c) saw | had been travelling d) had seen | had been travelling

(Adapted from Art37)

20. Mr Smith admitted that his memory of whether there (be) another
car in the tunnel at the time (become) foggy. 11213
a) was | became b) had been | became

c) was | has become d) had been | has become
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e) was | had become f) had been | had become

(Adapted from Art102)

21. It was believed that their car bomb (explode) prematurely. 112
a) exploded b) had exploded

(Adapted from Art47)

22. On the day of the accident Dr Richardson told witnesses that he

(hope) they (not move) the bodies. 11213
a) hopes | do not move b) hoped | do not move

c) hopes | did not move d) hoped | did not move

e) hopes| had not moved f) hoped | had not moved

g) had hoped | do not move h) had hoped | did not move

i) had hoped | had not moved

(Adapted from Art102)

23. Later Mr Smith realized that there (might be) another car parked

some distance away at the tunnel exit, which subsequently (drive off).
1123

a) might be | drove off b) might have been | drove off

c) might be | had driven off d) might have been | had driven off

(Adapted from Art102)

Imaginary situation for 24 - 34: Mr Robert Mitchell, a judge, had an affair with his

secretary, Susan Jones. Then he had an accident. He died when the shed at his
farmhouse exploded. It happened a few hours after he told his wife, Jane, he wanted
a divorce. A day later, on 12th December 2009, the investigation started and all

involved were questioned.

24. Mrs Mitchell described how her husband (confess) to the affair
after she (answer) the phone at 1.15am and a young woman
(hang up) after asking to speak to him. 11213

a) confessed | answered | hung up

b) confessed | had answered | had hung up
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c) confessed | answered | had hung up

d) confessed | had answered | hung up

e) had confessed | answered | hung up

f) had confessed | answered | had hung up

g) had confessed | had answered | hung up

h) had confessed | had answered | had hung up

(Adapted from Art51)

25. Mrs Mitchell told officers that her husband, who (work) as a judge for 5
years, at first (refuse) to reveal the young woman’s name. 11213
a) worked | refused b) had worked | refused

c) worked | had refused J d) had worked | had refused

26. Before the explosion, however, Mr Mitchell told his wife that he and Miss Jones

(be having) a sexual affair for 2% years and he (be
trying) to end it. 11213
a) were having | was trying I:I b) had been having | was trying I:I
c) were having | had been trying I:I d) had been having | had been trying I:I

(Adapted from Art51)

27. Two hours before the explosion Miss Jones asked Robert how his wife

(react) when he (ask) her for a divorce. 11213
a) reacted | asked b) had reacted | asked
c) reacted | had asked d) had reacted | had asked

(Adapted from Art51)

28. Witnesses told the hearing that Mrs Mitchell (gather) in the washing

while her husband, whom she (hear) crying, _______ (burn) to death.
11213

a) gathered | heard | burnt ’_ b) had gathered | heard | burnt

c) gathered | had heard | burnt d) had gathered | had heard | burnt

e) gathered | heard | had burnt J f) had gathered | heard | had burnt

g) gathered | had heard | had burnt I:I
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h) had gathered | had heard | had burnt I:I
(Adapted from Art61)

29. In statements read to the inquest, Mrs Mitchell said she (be
terrified) that the washing (will catch) fire. 11213

a) was terrified | would catch I:I
b) had been terrified | would catch I:I
c) was terrified | would have caught I:I
d) had been terrified | would have caught I:I
(Adapted from Art61)

30. The police officer said that Mrs Mitchell (be) a community nurse with
access to drugs but that there (be) no time for a sedative to take effect and
no sign of a struggle or that the body (be dragged) into the shed.

11213
a) is | was | was dragged I: b) is | was | had been dragged I:
c) is | had been | was dragged d) is | had been | had been dragged
e) was | was | was dragged u f) had been | was | was dragged
g) was | had been | was dragged I:I h) had been | had been | was dragged _‘

i) was | was | had been dragged

j) had been | was | had been dragged

k) was | had been | had been dragged
l)had been| had been | had been dragged

(Adapted from Art61)

31. Mrs Mitchell also revealed that her husband’s lover (have) an abortion,
which initially Miss Jones (refuse) to admit. 11213
a) had | refused b) had | had refused

c) has had | refused d) has had | had refused

e) had had | refused f) had had | had refused

(Adapted from Art51)

32. Mrs Mitchell told detectives that Miss Jones (be blackmailing) her
husband by threatening to sell her story after he (try) to end their affair.
11213
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a) was blackmailing | tried I: b) had been blackmailing | tried I:
c) was blackmailing | had tried :I d) had been blackmailing | had tried :I

(Adapted from Art61)

33. Then the coroner said that the biggest mystery (be) why the shed’s
doors (be closed). 11213
a) is | were closed I:I b) was | had been closed I:I

c) is | had been closed d) had been | were closed

e) was | were closed I:I f) had been | had been closed I:I

(Adapted from Art61)

34. In a narrative verdict detectives admitted that the cause of Judge Mitchell’s death

(will) probably never be known but that there (be) “no
evidence of any third-party involvement”. 11213
a) will | is b) would | is
c) will | was d) would | was
e) will | had been f) would | had been

(Adapted from Art61)

THANK YOU very much for completing this questionnaire. I really appreciate your
efforts! Your answers are very useful and helpful for verifying the hypotheses I
formulated before and I am sure that results of this questionnaire will contribute to
our, non-native speakers’, better understanding of present-day English.
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Appendix 3

QUESTIONNAIRE: Tense Choice in Indirect Speech in @iginal Texts

The sentences included in the questionnaire wetentdrom various sources
mentioned both in the questionnaire in Appendixnd aext to the sentences below. In
most cases, they were adapted to include necedsatyres for verification of the
hypotheses (see Chapter 2.4) or to fit the comdmxth is provided to help respondents to

choose the most appropriate option.

For each sentence in the questionnaire (labell€d1a®34), therefore, there is an
original sentence with a tense form ({talics) selected from the original text. In a few
cases, the original sentence is identical withpgheicular Q1-Q34. It applies for example
to Q1 and Q2. In most cases, it was considerabngdd or completely rewritten,
preserving only its content (for example Q22). $roé 25 in the questionnaire was fully
invented in order to fit the context provided fengences 24-34.

% Q1: Socrates said that nothing can( harm a good man (adapted from
Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).

Original sentenceSocrates said that nothiegan/'could harm a good man (Quirk et al.
1985, 1027).
Note 1:In Quirk et al. (1985, 1027), tense choice in liadi speech is explained with

respect to tense choice in direct speech.

s Q2: Socrates said that he be) @ citizen, not of Athens, but of the world
(adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).

Original sentenceSocrates said that lweas a citizen, not of Athens, but of the world
(Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).

Note 2:see Note 1.

+ Q3: Copernicus confirmed that the Earth (revolve around the Sun
(adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).
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Original sentenceCopernicus concluded that the earth @west round the sun
(adapted from Alexander 1988, 293).

% Q4: However, the ancients claimed that the Sun (moveg around the Earth

(adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

Original sentenceThe ancient thought that the somovedaround the earth . . . (Quirk
et al. 1985, 1028).

Q5: However, the ancients had claimed that the Sun (moveg around the
Earth (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

Original sentencelhe ancient thought that the somovedaround the earth . . . (Quirk
et al. 1985, 1028).

* Q6: Gertrude toldme that (will) be the best honeymoon, in heaven

together (adapted from Art9).

Original sentenceShe told me thatvould be the best honeymoon, in heaven together
(Art9).

Q7: Military officials said that many innocent athién (be) among the
dead (adapted from Art27).

Original sentenceMilitary officials said that many foreign fightewere among the
dead (Art27).

Q8: The radicals claimed that they (be not involvel in organizing
demonstrations last Thursday close to BuckinghalacBgadapted from Artl).

Original sentenceThey claimed that theyere involvedn organising demonstrations

last Thursday close to Rangoon’s Sule PagodéArtl).
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s Q9: Yesterday the radicals confirmed that they (be not involvel in
organizing demonstrations last Thursday close tokBigham Palace (adapted from
Artl).

Original sentenceThey claimed that theyere involvedn organising demonstrations

last Thursday close to Rangoon’s Sule PagodéArtl).

s Q10: My father said that (be) how they (do) it at home,
where they (sleep on straw mats instead of beds (adapted from Art76

Original sentenceMy father said thais how theydid it at home, where theglepton

straw mats instead of beds (Art76).

% Q11: Abu Ibrahim explained that he (become engaggdwo months ago to

an educated young woman (adapted from Art9).

Original sentenceAbu Ibrahim . . . explained that had become engagédo months

ago to an educated young woman (Art9).

¢ Q12: Abu Ibrahim explained that he (become engaggdwvo months before
his brother’s death (adapted from Art9).

Original sentenceAbu Ibrahim . . . explained that had becomengagedwo months

ago to an educated young woman (Art9).

+ Q13: Susan added that the issue (haun) her whenever she
(visit) the grave of her son (adapted from Art49).

Original sentenceShe added that the issnauntsher whenever shésits the grave of
her son (Art49).

>

L)

S

Q14: On that day Susan told me that the issue (haun) her whenever she
(visit) the grave of her son (adapted from Art49).
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Original sentenceShe added that the issnauntsher whenever shésits the grave of
her son (Art49).

Q15: Yesterday Peter Brown confirmed at the comiezethat he (be

considering staying in politics (adapted from Art29).

Original sentenceMr Putin confirmed to Mr Sarkozy that e consideringstaying in
politics . . . (Art29).

Q16: Yesterday Peter Brown admitted that he (be consideringstaying in
politics (adapted from Art29).

Original sentenceMr Putin confirmed to Mr Sarkozy that e consideringstaying in
politics . . . (Art29).

Q17: Yesterday Peter Brown denied that_he (be considering staying in
politics (adapted from Art29).

Original sentenceMr Putin confirmed to Mr Sarkozy that e consideringstaying in
politics . . . (Art29).

Q18: Mrs Smith said that it (be) very noisy in the tunnel (adapted from
Art37).

Original sentenceMs Simé&o said that wasvery noisy in the tunnel (Art37).

Q19: Mr Smith said that his wife (seg a white car ahead of the green
Peugeot in which Mr Altman and his wife (be travelling (adapted from
Art37).

Original sentenceMs Simao said that shead seema white car ahead of the green

Peugeot in which she and Mr Lopes-Borgese travelling(Art37).
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Q20: Mr Smith admitted that his memory of whethesre (be) another
car in the tunnel at the time (becomgfoggy (adapted from Art102).

Original sentence. . . Mr Huth admitted that his memory of whetlieerehad been

another car in the tunnel at the titmed becoméoggy (Art102).

Q21: It was believed that their car bomb (explodg prematurely (adapted
from Art47).

Original sentencdt was believed that their car borekplodedorematurely (Art47).

Q22: On the day of the accident Dr Richardson teithesses that he
(hopg they (not move the bodies (adapted from Art102).

Original sentencd told them | was a doctor and that they must motve the bodies
(Art102).

Q23: Later Mr Smith realized that there (might bg another car parked
some distance away at the tunnel exit, which sub=sty (drive ofj
(adapted from Art102).

Original sentence. . . he said that themaight have beemnother car parked some

distance away at the tunnel exit, which subsequeintive off(Art102).

Q24: Mrs Mitchelldescribed how her husband (confes¥ to the affair after

she (answe) the phone at 1.15am and a young woman (hang
up) after asking to speak to him (adapted from Art51)

Original sentenceShe described how her husbarmhfessedo the affair after she

answeredthe phone at 1.15am and a young worhang upafter asking to speak to
him (Art51).
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s Q25: Mrs Mitchell told officers that her husbandhav (work) as a judge
for 5 years, at first (refusg to reveal the young woman’s name.

s Q26: Before the explosion, however, Mr Mitchellddlis wife that he and Miss Jones

(be having a sexual affair for 2% years and he (be trying to
end it (adapted from Art51).

Original sentenceHe said theyhad been havin@ sexual affair for 2% years and he
had been tryingo end it (Art51).

s Q27: Two hours before the explosion Miss Jones casRebert how his wife

(reac)) when he (asRk her for a divorce (adapted from Art51).

Original sentenceShe said that Mr Chubb . . . had been frightemedow his wife

would reactwhen heaskedfor a divorce (Art51).
s Q28: Witnesses told the hearing that Mrs Mitchell (gathe) in the washing
while her husband, whom she (hean crying, (burn) to death

(adapted from Art61).

Original sentenceVitnesses told the hearing that Mrs Chubb, whodiace emigrated

to Australia,had gatheredn the washing while her husbabdrntto death (Art61).

« Q29: In statements read to the inquest, Mrs Mitcdatl she (be terrified
that the washing (will catch) fire (adapted from Art61).

Original sentencedn statements read to the inquest, she saidvsiseterrifiedthat the

washingwould catchfire and set the house alight (Art61).

% Q30: The police officer said that Mrs Mitchell (be) a community nurse
with access to drugs but that there (be) no time for a sedative to take effect
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and no sign of a struggle or that the body (be draggedl into the shed
(adapted from Art61).

Original sentenceHe said that Mrs Chubltad beera community nurse with access to

drugs but that therbad beenno time for a sedative to take effect and no sigm@
struggle or that a bodyad been draggeito the shed (Art61).

Q31: Mrs Mitchell also revealed that her husbanidser (have an
abortion, which initially Miss Jones (refusg to admit (adapted from
Art51).

Original sentenceMr Chubb also revealed that his loverd hadan abortion (Art51).

Q32: Mrs Mitchell told detectives that Miss Jones (be blackmailing her
husband by threatening to sell her story after_he (try) to end their affair
(adapted from Art61).

Original sentenceMrs Chubb told detectives that Miss Spartoad been blackmailing

her husband by threatening to sell her story &fégried to end their affair (Art61).

Q33: Then the coroner said that the biggest mystery (be) why the shed’s
doors (be closd) (adapted from Art61).

Original sentencelThe coroner said that the biggest mysteagwhy Judge Chubbad
closedthe shed’s doors (Art61).

Q34: In a narrative verdict detectives admitted tha cause of Judge Mitchell’s death
(will) probably never be known but that there (be “no
evidence of any third-party involvement” (adapteshf Art61).

Original sentenceln a narrative verdict he admitted that the canfsdudge Chubb’s

deathwould probably never be known but that thevas “no evidence of any third-

party involvement” (Art61).
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Appendix 4

QUESTIONNAIRE: Basic facts about respondents

Basic data about respondents who filled in the tpm@saire attached in Appendix
2 is provided in Tables I-VI. The total number e§pondents is 20 (8 women and 12 men).
As illustrated in Table I, most respondents ared.85 years old. The questionnaire was
filled in in the spring of 2010, when | studied the University of Hull. Most of the
respondents are therefore students, who at that stordied at Hull University, which is
shown in Table V. Besides, 2 university teacheng, designer engineer, one publisher and
one retired person were willing to complete thesfjoanaire. As indicated in Table VI,
the respondents concentrate on various fields wlystHowever, arts and sciences and
medicine largely prevail.

Because the University of Hull is located in thesERiding of Yorkshire, 13
respondents come from North East England. The tb@me from South West England,
North West England, Scotland and London (see TiibleTable IV reveals the number of
respondents who have learnt (or have been learaimg)oreign languages. The ratio of
the respondents who have learnt (or have beenimggra language to those that do not
speak any foreign language is 11:9. One respondentof 11 (who can also speak
German) admitted that he knows a few Czech words lssitantly listed the Czech

language under the category OTHER foreign languages

Table I: Sex of respondents

SEX woman man

Number 8 12

Table II: Age of respondents

AGE less than 18§ 18-25| 25-30 | 30-40| 40-5Q 50-60 more than 60

Number 0 15 0 0 1 2 2
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Table Ill: Region in which respondents live

LOCATION/REGION Number
North East 13
North West 1
South West 4

London 1
Scotland 1

Table IV: Foreign languages respondents have learnt (or e learning)

LANGUAGE | NONE | GER| FRE

Number 9 5 9 1

SPA

ITA| Other/Czech (?)

2 1

Table V: Current occupation of respondents

USER
CATEGORY

student | university teacher

15 2

Number

publisherdesigner enginee

retirg

Table VI: Scientific field on which respondents concentrate

SCIENTIFIC FIELD Number
arts 7
sciences and medicine 7
technical disciplines 3
economic disciplines 0
social sciences
other/geography 1
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Resumeé

Tato prace poskytujerehledcinitelt, které ovlivauji vybér ¢adi v negiméreci, a
poukazuje na to, jakymi #Zgoby se dajtasy v nepimé re¢i zkoumat v praxi. Za timto
Ucelem jsem vypracovala dotaznik (viz Appendix 2erktmél odhalit, jak na danou
problematiku nahlizeji rodili mluv britské anglitiny. Dotaznik obsahujeipvazri véty
vybrané z korpustf,v mz jsem analyzovala, jak@sy report@ nejéasgji voli v negimé
ieCi tvorené d¥ma a vice zavislymi &tami. Vysledky této analyzy jsem uvedla v praci
~Backshift in Indirect Reported Speech,” na jejiméklad jsou formulovany hypotézy,
k jejichz owfenici vyvraceni poslouzila data ziskana z vyhodnocermgthznik.

Metoda vyzkumu, kterou jsem si v obou pracich 2apje zaloZena na zji§vani
frekvence vyskytwtasi v negimé eci. Pritom je teba mit na pa#ti, Ze gedminuly¢as
v negiméieci formalné reprezentuj€as gepitomny, minuly, nebo f@dminuly, a minuly
¢as reprezentuje kducas minuly, nebo ifitomny. Modalni slovesa tvbzvlastni kategorii,
protoze jejich reprezentace v digpéiedi je ¢asto zavisla na jejich funkci. DalSi metodou
vyzkumu, kterou je mozné zkoumat problematiiagi v nefgimé eci, je porovnanicasi
Vv pifimé a ji odpovidajici népné ieci, k ¢emuz je patba dostatsné mnozstvi takovych
dvojic. To je také dvodem, prd je tato metoda vhodna k &eni hypotéz, nikoliv vSak k
jejich formulaci.

Cinitelé, které ovliviuji posunycasi v nefiméreti, jsou tizné povahy. kkteré se
vztahuji k formalnimu charakteru ri@pé ieci, jiné k charakteru tvrzeni, o nichz repdrté
vV ne@imé fte¢i vypovidaji. Principy, které pojednavaji o plattipspravdivosti,
nepravdivosti, st nebo kontextu vypadi v negimé feci, jsou kront vySe zmignych
hypotéz porovnany s vysledky ziskanymi z vyhodngckndotaznilk. Tyto principy se
piedevsim tykaji situaci, v nichZ k posudasi v negimé reci dojit mize, ale nemusi.
V dotazniku se tyto principy vztahuji na figpoutec, kterd ma tvar jedné zavisléty.

Neprima e, kterou se v praci zabyvam, ma tedy tvar vedlgiy, ktera je
uvozena slovesem v minulém neldegminuléméase. Fitom, jak naznéuji vyse, se jedna
o struktury, které jsou t¥eny bul’ jednou zavislou &ou, nebo vice zavislymié&tami.
Dotaznik, v kterém je celkem 34ty obsahuje 16 & s nepimou feci ve tvaru jedné

e

zavislé ¥ty a 18 ¥t, v nichZ je nefima e tvorena slozijSimi konstrukcemi. Zfisob,

% Tento korpus je sestaveny #tlanki publikovanych v novinacthe London Timesveejnénych na
internetu.

156



jakym byl dotaznik vypracovany, odpovida povazenqpi, které popisuji, za jakych
podminek jec¢i neni nutné danyas posunout. Respondenti mohli vybiratékatika
moznosti, z nichz i ¢isly 1-3 vyjadit, které casy, pop. sekvenceadi, uprednosiuii.
Pritom bylo mozné ozr@t stejnym cislem vice moznosti. Tato situace je znaZoan
v prikladé /1/, v remz respondent oztih vSechny moZznosti nejvysSim prefetaim
¢islem. Timto zfisobem se da odhalit, jaké varianty respondentepugf P@et moznosti

je u jednotlivych ¥t razny.

11/ Imaginary situation for Q15 - Ql1€eter Brown is not still determined to stay in

politics.

Yesterday Peter Browronfirmed at the conference that he be (
considering staying in politics (Q15) (adapted from Art29). 1123

a) is considering| 1 b) was considgri 1| c) had been considerin 1

Podobr jako Wta /1/ je ¥tSina ¥t v dotazniku zasazena do kontextu, kteg m
responderiim usnadnit rozhodovani. Bylo ale ziSb, Ze respondenti mohou jednotlivé
véty navzdory kontextu interpretovaizané. Fri vyhodnoceni dotazniku, ktery vyplnilo 20
responderit,”® jsem se za#fila na ty moznosti, které respondenti ashgrefererénimi
¢isly 1 a 2.

Nejprve jsem analyzovala odpmii u Wt s jednou zavislou &ou, které jsem
rozctlila podle povahy vypaidi v negimé reci. Bylo zjiSttno, Ze u tvrzeni, ktera mohou
byt stale platna v d@ébh kdy o nich reportér vypovida, jednotlivi respontieozndili
preferegnim c¢islem 1 fizné moznosti, jejichz celkovy pet je giblizné stejny. To
odpovida i vypowdi v piiklade /1/, v remz stejny poet respondeiit dalo gednost
piitomnému, minulému ijedminulémuasu (viz Table A 18 na str. 73odle principu,
ktery o posuneckiagi v takovych tvrzenich pojednava, reportéoli pritomny ¢as castji

nez minuly. Je to vSak otazka volby, coz se shoslwgsledky vyzkumu.

89 Zkratka Q15 vyjatlije, Ze se jedna astu &islo 15 z dotazniku. Zkratka Art29 znamena, Zedeg o ¥tu
z novinovéhailanku¢islo 29. Totatislo odpovid&islovaniclanki z novinThe London Timegvedenych
na str. 165.

0 Zakladni informace o respondentechikwgplinili dotaznik, najdete vifloze 4 (viz Appendix 4).
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V dalSim principu se tvrdi, Ze ve vypalich, které jsou vzdy pravdivé, davaji
reportéi prednost pitomnémucasu ged minulym, coz vysledky vyzkumu potvrdili.
Respondenti ale také pémé casto volili gitomny ¢as ve vypowdich, které jsou obeén
nepravdivé. To plati profiklad /2/, v @mz 8 respondefitdalo gednost pitomnémucasu
a 11 respondeftéasu minulému (viz Table A 23 na str. 79). V obdipadech uvadim

pouze ty moznosti, které respondenti azingreferertnim ¢islem 1.

12/ However, the ancientdaimed that the Sun mdve around the
Earth (Q4) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1028).

a) moves b) moved hajl moved

Na rozdil od pedchozich princip ¢tvrty princip ucuje, kdy je posuncasi
nezbytny. Jedna se o tvrzeni, kteté&guni mluwi vyslovili dlouho ged tim, nez o nich
reportdi vypovedéli. Tak je tomu i v pikladk /3/, v rimz vSak chybi informace o tom, kdy
byla wta vyféena. Respondent tedyi#e povazovat reportéra vypsmir v piiklade /3/ za
Sokratova satasnika a ufednostnit pitomnyc¢as ged minulym. Vysledky ukazaly, Zze 13
responderit dava pednost minulémuwasu. Co se ale & moznosti, které respondenti

ozn&ili preferertnimi¢isly 1 a 2, 12 jich voléas gitomny (viz Table A 25 na str. 82).

13/ Socratessaid that he bg a citizen, not of Athens, but of the
world (Q2) (adapted from Quirk et al. 1985, 1027).
a)is b) was c) hoeekn

V predchozim gkladke se ukazuje, Ze kontext ma velky vliv na ¥yhtadi
Vv ne@imeé feci, coz je v praci dolozeno dalSimiriklady. Zpisob, jakym je kontext
definovany, a vysledky s tim spojené naaiji Ze v tvrzenich o udalostech, které sedasn
odehraly ped tim, nez o nich reportér vypovidal, respondepitednostiuji jak minuly, tak
piredminuly ¢as. Pokud to vSak Upirjasné neni a situace v rgpé reci by mohla byt i
aktualni v dob, kdy o ni reportér vypovidal, respondenti volisgpias minuly. Tak je

tomu napiklad ve &té /4/, coz je doloZzeno tabulkou Table A 26 na str. 8
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/4] Situation Said after the suicide bombing in July 2008.

Military officials said that many innocent children be) @mong
the dead (Q7) (adapted from Ar)27

a) are b) were c) had been

S kontextem jsou také spojené vypovobsahujici fislovetna ugeni casu, ktera
specifikuji, kdy se dand udélost odehréla. |1 kdgz wtSina hypotéz tyka fedevsim
ne@imé reci tvorené déma a vice zavislymi dami, hypotézac. 4 se tyka obou
konstrukci. V této hypotéze se tvrdi, Zegminulycas je pomirné ¢asty v nepimeéfteci s
piislovenym ukenim ¢asu. Celkenttyii véty s nepimou feci tuto hypotézu potvrzuiji.
V kazdé z nich alesial 1l respondefituprednosiiuje predminulycas.

Ostatni hypotézy, jichZ je celkem 8, se tykaji #tiehce minulého aifpdminulého
¢asu Vv zavislosti na druhu vedlejSicht webo gramatickycli sémantickych vlastnosti
sloves, které se v nmé reci vyskytuji. Protoze je peet principi a hypotéz porrné
velky, neni mozné vSechny hypotézy uspokojoxeiit ¢i vyvratit. To se tykd hlavh
hypotézy¢. 1, v niz se tvrdi, Ze pamminuléhocasu ku pedminulému v pedmetnych
vétach, které zaviseji nat¢ uvozovaci, je stejny jako pamtéchto ¢ash v predmetych
vétach zavislych na jinych&t&ch v nepiméieci. Tuto skuténost je mozné zkoumat pouze

ve it /5/.

/5/ Imaginary situation for Q18 - Q230n 10th January 2010 there was a car acciderd. CEn

exploded when passing through a tunnel in Franberel' were two victims: Mr and Mrs Altman.
Two days later all withesses were questioned aadthicemen found out that before the accident
somebody placed a bomb in the car. The withesgeBlaRichardson (a doctor), Mr and Mrs Smith
(who saw the accident) and Mr Bellfield (Mr Altmarfriend).

On the day of the accident Dr Richardgold witnesses that he

(hopg they n@dt mové the bodies (Q22) (adapted from Art102).
[hopes, hoped, had hoped | do not move, did noertad not moved]

| kdyZz neni mozné hypotézu 1 uspokoji¢ owtit, mizeme piklad /5/ vyuZzit ke
zkoumani sekvene¢iadi, kterym respondenti davajtgainost. V tomto fiklack respondenti
negastji ozn&ili preferertnimi ¢isly 1 a 2 sekvence, v nichZz se vyskytuji stejagy, a

sekvenci, v nichz prvntas je minuly a druhy fiedminuly. Tato sekvence je v souladu
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s kontextem, ktery je uvedeny fildade /5/. Navic je prvni sloveso v némeéieci sloveso
uvozovaci.

Timto zpisobem jsem asfovala hypotézw. 9, kterd pojednava o slediasi
v negiméiedi. Tvrdi se v ni, Ze slovesa v minulémse, jez se vyskytuji v néméieci se
slovesy v pedminulémcase, kterd nejsou v prvnété negimé reci, maji jisté gramatické
¢i sématickeé vlastnosti nebo se vyskytuji vitdm druhu vedlejSichét. Bylo zjis&€no, ze
krome sledu stejnycliasi respondenttasto voli sekvenci, v niz@dminulyéas gedchazi
¢asu minulému. Za timto ¢élem bylo nutné zohlednit pouze moZnosti deme
preferegnim c¢islem 1, protoZze obeénse ukazalo, Zze Zadna moZznost neni d&plin
vyloucena.

Hypotézy¢. 2 a 3 se tykaji frekvence minulého &@gminuléhocasu véasovych
vétach, respektive veédtach, na nichz jsodasoveé ¥ty zavislé. Hypotéza. 2, ktera
pojednava o tom, Ze dasovych ¥tach se pedminuly ¢cas vyskytuje #dkakdy, byla
castén¢ potvrzena ve &ach uvozenych spojkamvhena while. Pokud bereme v Gvahu
pouze moznosti ozdané preferetnim ¢islem 1, je v nich pogm minuléhoc¢asu kucasu
predminulému roven 18:5, respektive 17:7 (viz TabjeM na str. 100). Pr@asoveé ¥ty
uvozené spojovacim vyrazeatter toto tvrzeni neplati.

Vysledky dotazniku jednoztae potvrzuji hypotézu¢. 3, v niz seiika, Ze
piredminulycas se vyskytuje vedtach, na nichz jsotiasove ¥ty zavislé, steji casto jako
¢as minuly. Z pti vét sphujicich tyto podminky, v nichZ respondentélima vyker mezi
minulym a gedminulyméasem, se v nich minul§as vyskytl v 42 fipadech a f@dminuly
cas v 46 pipadech(viz Table A VI na str. 108).

Hypotézac. 5 se tyka vztaznychét nerestriktivnich, u nichz neni vzdy jasné, zda
jejich obsah néalezi ke vSeobecnym znalostem reggijko by tomu mohlo byt wriklade
16/, ¢i nikoliv. Podle tohoto kritéria jseméty rozctlila a zjistila, Ze ve dvouifkladech, v
nichz tato skuténost jasna neni, jeifgdminuly ¢as ¢astjSi nez¢as minuly (viz Table A
IX na str. 112). Naopak, veétach jako je /7/ minuly¢as dvojnasobin prevliada nad
piredminulym (vizTable A IX na str. 112).

16/ Mrs Mitchell told officers that her husband, who wo(k) as a judge for 5
years, at first ré€fuse to reveal the young woman’s name (Q25).

[worked, had worked | refused, had refused]
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17/ Later Mr Smithrealized that there might bg another car parked

some distance away at the tunnel exit, which subeety dijve
off) (Q23) (adapted from Art102).
[might be, might have been | drove off, had drigéh

Hypotézy¢. 6-8 pojednavaji o gramatickych a sémantickyclstmiastech sloves.
VSechny i hypotézy byly vyvraceny, p@wadz respondenti pa¥me casto dali pednost
piredminulémuc¢asu ged minulym ve ¥tach se sloveserhe slovesy v trpném rada
pribéhovémcase. To je znazo&no v tabulkach Table AXI, Table A Xlll a Table A
XIVonstr. 117, 122 a 124.

V poslednim bod prace jsem seémovala modalnim slovém mightawill, ktera
byla v tomto tvaru uvedend kurzivou v zavorce zaerau, jiz néli respondenti doplnit
nejvhodrgjSim tvarem slovesa. Co sec¢ymight, respondenti ne&astji volili tvar might
have beenviz Table A XV na str. 125)V piipadt will volili bud” would nebowill (viz
Table A XVII a Table A XVI na str. 126).

Jednou z metod vyzkumu dané problematiky je tedgta@jani, jaké casy
respondenti ug@dnosiuji. Tato metoda je vhodnarqrevsim k formulaci hypotéz. Pro
jejich owfovani je mozné vyuzit jiné metody, stapahravky, na nichz mlgv maji za
Ukol prevypraw¥t néjaky pribéh, nebo dotazniky, v nichz maji respondenti k digpo
puvodni vypo¥d a c¢ast uvozovaci &y. V kazdém pipact je vSak nutné dostates

popsat kontext, vémz jsou ¥ty zasazeny.
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