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Abstract

The thesis approaches an issue of human traffickingurma and Thailand between
2000 and 2016. In the first part, the work conaaes on structure of the text,
methodological approach, definition of basic cosgpnd human trade situation in
Southeast Asia. In the second part, traffickingfigoof both analysed countries is
discussed by using a case study method and compadf similarities between

Burmese and Thai human trafficking.
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Abstrakt

Tato prace se zabyva paSovanim lidi v BaenThajsku mezi lety 2000 a 2016. V prvni
casti se prace souef’uje na strukturu iedloZzeného textu, metodologicky postup,
definovani zakladnich pojima situaci ochodu s lidmi v Jihovychodni Asii. Veulé

casti, profil pasovani lidi v obou zkoumanych sthtge projednany uzitim metody

piipadové studie a porovnanim podobnosti v paSoudini Barnt a Thajsku.

Kli ¢ova slova
PaSovani lidi, Nucena prace, Sexualni zneuzivaipadova studie, Barma, Thajsko,

Globalizace, Moderni otroctvi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.1 RESEAICN ISSUE .....uuuiieeiiieiiii s et e e e e e eenatannneeesseeessnnnn s
1.2 Past Academic Research........cccccccoviiiiiiiiiiiii e, 8
1.3 Contribution to the Field.............oime e, 10
1.4 TRESIS StIUCLUIE ....cvvueiiiiii et s s e e et e e e e te e e e eaaneeeeenn 12.

2. METHODOLOGY ...coiiiiiieiiiiiiinnniines s s sesssssssnnsasasaeseaaaessssssseees 14
2.1 AIM OF the TRESIS.....cooiiiiieiei e 14.
2.2 Research QUESHION ..........cooviui it 15
2.3 Methods and Data USed..............oovummmmmmm e eeeeeiiiiineee e 15

3. DEFINITION OF BASIC CONCEPTS.....coiiiiiiiiiireeeee 18
3.1 0rganiSed CriME .......ccuuuuiiieeeieeetemmmmme e e eeettee e e e e e e eeaa e e e e eeeeananns 8.1
3.2 Human Trafficking as Modern-day Slavery .ccce....ccoovvvvvciieeeenee, 20
3.3 Forced Labour and Sexual Exploitation ...............cccccceeeviieeveenne, 21
3.4 Human Trafficking versus Migrant Smuggling..............c............ 22

4. HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ... 25
4.1 Migration Flows in Southeast ASia ........ccccuuvviiiiieeiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeenns 25
4.2 Counter-Trafficking Policies and Non-Governnafitesponse in
SOULNEAST ASIA......uuiiiiiiii e e e et e e e e e e e e et e e e eaen 26
4.3 Causes of Human Trafficking in Southeast Asia............ccc......... 29

5. HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THAILAND: 2000 — 2016................. 33
N R O AV =T o 33
5.2 Sex TouriSmM INAUSEIY .....uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 34

o T2 I 11 oo [ Tox 1 o] o I 34
5.2.2 EXIFEME POVEITY ....ciiiiiiiiiiiie it eeeeemce ettt ernas 36
5.2.3 Lower Status of Women and Gender Inequality............cccoeeeeenn.e. 38
5.2.4 Family Values and Obligations .........ccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiinneeeeeeeeeeiiiiann 39
5.3 Rapid Economic Growth .............coiiieiiieiiiiii e 42
5.3. 1 INtrodUCHION.....cooiiiiiii e 42
5.3.2 Modern-day Slavery in Thai Fishing Industry...........ccccevvvvvvninnnnn. 44

6. HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN BURMA: 2000 — 2016.........cccccc....... 47
6.1 OVEIVIEW......ciiiiii it eeeiie e semmmmme et eeeetn e e e e ennneeessnnnneesennnnennn T
6.2 Child Soldiers and Forced Labour of Children........................... 49

7. CONCLUSION ...ttt 52.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt 54
8.1 PrimMary SOUICES.......cccuuuuiiiieeeees et e e e e e veeaane e e e e e eeeana s 54.
8.2 SECONUAIY SOUIMCES......cceeieeeitie s s e e e e eetta s e e e e e eeesannaeeeseeennnns 55



1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Research Issue

Trafficking in human beings represents a compl@bal phenomenon which has been
in the centre of international attention in bothveleped and developing societies.
Being widespread and effecting the poorest, thekesta every race, every age group,
every sexuality and generally the most vulneratblere is no denying that this illegal
activity forms a complex worldwide problem in todaynterconnected world. As a
form of transnational crime, the illegal movemehtmen, women and children against
their will mainly for forced labour and sexual eaédtion is not spatially defined and
does not concern only the developing countries #& hugely complicated process that
became fully international by the 1990s and emergesr the past decade with an
increasing globalisation as a lucrative, multiroiili dollar business. Despite all the
global technological progress, globalisation in eah tends to make these illegal
activities much harder to track and diminish. Despegal measures taken around the
world via state and non-state actors in order toreise the number of human
trafficking victims, governments of developed caiet trying to prevent this illegal
trade are still not able to achieve significanuhes

However, in the developed countries, governmergshasre likely to engage and fund
operations that try to combat human trafficking aadively participate in the anti-
human trafficking process together with many gowental and non-governmental
organisations domestically but also as a sourcedasfor and aid funding in the
developing countries. Since human trafficking issely tied with poverty and income
disparity, countries of the developing world sufigrfrom these either make efforts to
decrease the amount of trafficked victims however ribt make any significant

progress, or there is zero evidence of the countniaking any efforts whatsoever.

Trafficking usually happens for two reasons; eitier forced labour or sexual
exploitation. In any respect, every country in therld deals with the issue of human
trafficking. It hence has various aspects that rteeble taken into consideration while
conducting any research. In what kind of industtrafficking occurs? Which group of
people is targeted? Is the country of researchcsoudiransit or destination country? Is

the trafficking transnational or interstate?



In this work, human trafficking is explored withiwo bordering countries of Southeast
Asia, Burma and Thailand, closely connected throtlgh issue of illegal trade of
human beings.

As in the Western countries, human trafficking Hsscome a major concern to
governments within and beyond Asia; especially tluan extensive migration within
the continent being undocumented and irregular, \aitidl a raising number of Asian
citizens moving into developed countries in Europerth America or Australasia
without crossing legal migration channels in thedestination countries. Asia,
struggling with foreign debt and increasing unempient, approved and supported
growth strategies that comprised of for instanteeting foreign investment in a form
of multinational corporations or investing in tam industry that is known for its close
ties with recruiting women for trafficking for puspes such as entertainment or
commercial sex work.

Besides, it is plausible that if the Asian courgmeaintain their restrictive immigration
policies, the probability of human trafficking exjhng is high, regarding growing and
advanced development that creates demand for divgyses of labour within the
region. Eliminating human trafficking might be sagpdly achieved not through the
improvements in declarations or legislation, buthe development of economic and
social status of the population. With a high lesEheneralisation, failures in national
policies have been substantially mirrored by humnafficking within and beyond Asia.
Therefore, cultural and contextual perspectives tnhes taken into account since
Western countries are essentially different andrdisfrom the countries in Asfa.

1.2 Past Academic Research

Existing academic studies on human trafficking aseially divided into two wide
categories, concerning either the perspective xaiaeexploitation and sexual violence
(concentrated on commercial sexual exploitation)nagration. Scholars in both of
these categories agree on the abusive and expleitptactices, with reference to
violations of human rights. Since there is a gendisagreement on the definition of

human trafficking, recommendations for its prevemtand suggestions for resolution

! Janie Chuang. 2006. “Beyond a Snapshot: PreveHitimgan Trafficking in the Global Economy.”
Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies. 13: p..J&essed: March 15, 2017. Retrieved from:
http://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/ijgls/vol 184l/5

2 Ronald Skeldon. 2000. “Trafficking: A Perspectfuem Asia.” 38: 8-30. Accessed February 1,
2017. Retrieved from: http://onlinelibrary.wileyroédoi/10.1111/1468-2435.00113/abstract




and engagement in the problem tend to differ.

Researchers focusing on the perspective of sexpabitation deal mainly with women
and children as victims of trafficking, while theigration perspective recognises the
probability of human trafficking also for non-sexyaurposes, hence including male

victims into the prospect.

Despite male exploitation being recognised by thgration perspective, there is just a
small proportion of concrete research dedicatedhéde exploitation and non-sexual
work context of human trafficking. Therefore, commial sexual exploitation
eventually turns into the main subject of theomdt@nd empirical academic research.
Resulting from feminist approaches, the emphasasegal on exploitation of mainly
women and children may be attributed to feministvement influence focusing on
violence against women. This agenda managed tacttttention of international and
national organisations and influenced their polityking, unintentionally leaving
policy makers and public sphere in belief that raem being smuggled whereas only

women and children are being trafficked.

Since the 1990s, women migration throughout Asslieen strongly discussed among
feminist scholars due to the discovered connedietween internal migration and sex
tourism. Increasing number of migrating women hbgen recruited for sexual labour
in major tourist sites for better economic oppoitiea that are not available for them in
the source countries where they come ffo8imultaneously with emergence of this
type of literature, researchers started to focusirmegular flows of migration and
documentation of abusive and exploitative practibesvever these irregular flows have
barely been engaged in literature in connectioh wafficking. This might clarify why
male trafficking victims get hardly any recognitioBvery so often, academic works
begin with recognising both men and women as tledfil victims in relation to sexual
and non-sexual purposes, though afterwards endomgeatrating on women and
children in terms of sexual exploitation ofly.

* Nicola Piper. Asia Research Institute. January 208%roblem by a Different Name? A review
of Research on Trafficking in South-East Asia ama#&hia.” 43: p. 205. Accessed January 26, 2017.
Retrieved from:_http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/d»@.1111/j.0020-7985.2005.00318.x/abstract

* Piper. 2005. 43: p. 211.




1.3 Contribution to the Field

In the Czech academic sphere, the sources on htnafficking are very scarce and
limited. Only a small portion of academic works thie issue of human trafficking can
be found, such as theses, dissertations or artid@sever, the research is not sufficient
by far, and almost none deal with a complex tradbuman beings (men, women and
children). Human trafficking in China has been I tcentre of attention by Czech
scholars when it comes to human trade in Asiaiffstance'Vnitrostatni obchodovani

s ctmi v Cinské lidové republice v kontextu moderniho otitcby Z. Cervenkova, or
“Analyza obchodu s lidmi \ine” by T. Vladik), nevertheless Czech sources that
would be strictly oriented on Thai or Burmese istate, interregional or international
human trafficking are almost impossible to find.témms of general knowledge about
human trafficking written in Czech;Obchodovani s lidmi za delem sexudlniho
vykaistovani” (2007) by K. Lauregikova or“D étska prostituce”(2007) by MUDr.
Eva Vanékova, CSc. can serve as an introduction to gesg lidea about what human
trafficking represents and what its forms are.

When it comes to literaturéBarma: Etnicky problém, valka a boj za demokracihy

M. NozZina (2013) deals for instance with Burmesstdry and contemporary issues,
including ethnic minorities and ethnic armed forogsrent economic situation, or the
influence of the country’s past military dictatogghwhich are important factors to
know to fully understand the process of Burmesii¢kang in persons.

Majority of these studies focus on cross bordeviiets which simultaneously interfere
with the components of an organised crime, thus amecerned about structure,
membership, questions of ideology, corruption oe tinterconnection with legal
procedures of the organised crime. With Thailandcgjally, it is interesting to
examine a country that is a source, transit antdrdg®n country at once, in contrast to
Burma which is mainly a source country to for img& Thai traffickers, as investigated

in the upcoming parts of the thesis.

The author believes that this topic should havéndngepresentation among academic
works and papers, specialised literature as welbdse investigated on a much larger
scale by Czech researchers, and overall should bee roroadly discussed. The
documents provided by Czech scholars are veryduomithereupon it makes it very hard
for non-English speakers in the Czech Republiaiecate themselves on this particular

topic about human exploitation in European stdetsalone countries of the developing
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world. Hence, filling the research gap is the nam that the thesis tries to fulfil, to not
only investigate Thailand’s long lasting issueshvhuman trade, but also the country’s
trafficking relations with the neighbouring countoy Burma. Although this work has

not been written in Czech, it gives an opportufittythe author to educate herself and

spread the gathered knowledge further.

On the other hand, many well-executed and devel@oademic works inspired and
helped with constructing this thesis, by worldwisigholars and social scientists, for
example Nicola Piper's revieWwA Problem by a Different Name?(2005) that
examines human trafficking in Southeast Asia andddi@, mentions the issues present
in acquiring any data about human trade in theeodrdf the region; Ronald Skeldon’s
article “Trafficking: A Perspective from Asia(2000) has been helpful to understand
the core issues of trafficking in Asia before thE'2Zentury; Alicia N. Tarancon’s
“Thailand’s Problem with the Sexual Exploitation Women in the 21 Century”
(2013) which brings many valuable notes, obsermatend ideas into the full picture of
Thailand’s trafficking; or Kevin HeppnersMy Gun Was As Tall As Me: Child
Soldiers in Burma”(2002) that outlines the topic of child soldiepast military

repression and overall situation in Burma.

The thesis aims to raise awareness about the litesgesnational movement of people
as a threat to human security mainly due to thé tlaat any form of human rights
violation should be explored, discussed and taldaolt. With increased globalisation,
society is constantly evolving and new technologied platforms of communication
are being developed. However, with good intentieh®rtcomings come hand in hand.
Increased globalisation means criminals communibatéer amongst themselves, do
their work silently and without recognition. Whilgbr instance child trafficking in
Europe includes criminal activities such as beggstgaling, housebreaking or removal
of body organs,connected with economic and political changesaistern and central
Europe, poverty in the developing world often le&aiwilies to sell their children to
traffickers, thinking the children will have a cle&non a better life. These children are
then being physically and sexually assaulted oty dasis, having no voice and no

rights. Population of the developing world suffgreatly from poverty, inequality and

®> UNICEF. 2006. “Essential Information about Chilcafficking.” pp. 14—43. Accessed January 26,
2017. Retrieved from: https://www.unicef.org/ce8dNSICEF Child_Trafficking14-43.pdf
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income disparity, hence often cannot afford to mlevtheir descendants with decent
care, let alone comfort or education. This leadeeqta thinking that selling their
children to sex and labour traffickers is the hmstsible choice simply because they do

not know any better.

Nevertheless, despite all of the known shortcomargs many influential actors in the
developing world involved, the issue of human tckihg awareness is not as
widespread as one might expect. The developed vkmidavs all about the horrors of
starving children, slums, global warming, illegatmigration, terrorist attacks, all of
which is heavily spoken about in the media or aticational facilities. Human
trafficking deserves as much attention as any e$ehglobal issues, especially because
there is not much data available in the field asaaly stated above. In the chosen part
of the Mainland South East Asia, the work analylses largest maritime countries
within the region, with the objective to exploreetlssue of Thailand as a destination,
source and transit country of neighbouring coustrad Burma, Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam or China. While Burmese human traffickingpleres among others the ethnic
conflict between ethnic minorities and Burmese gorneent and military troops, where
communities living in border and rural areas ardi@aarly vulnerable to labour and
sex trafficking and are being transported to Thailand and thratigiiland elsewhere;
the importance is also stressed on the child tiaffg and child soldiers’ controversy as

a major cause of human trade within the country.

1.4 Thesis Structure

The thesis begins with an introductory sectionha& tesearch issue and then proceeds
with the second chapter, discussing the methodmdbgipproach with the aim of the
work, two asked research questions, and methoddatadised.

Third chapter of the thesis focuses on theoretiemkground of the researched issue
and a definition of basic concepts; organised crand its relationship with human
trade, human trafficking often described as modkm-slavery, forced labour and
sexual exploitation as the main components of iblafig, and the main differences
between human trafficking and migrant smuggling.

Fourth chapter addresses how human traffickinguwexbin Southeast Asia and how the

® U.S. Department of State. June 2016. “Traffickim@ersons Report 2016.” 56. Accessed January
25, 2017. Retrieved from: https://www.state.gow/ffts/tiprpt/2016/
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issue was influenced by regional migration flowsaivthe governmental approach was
through its counter-trafficking policies within thehole region, together with a non-
governmental response of three main aid donordly, dbkis section mentions regional
causes of human trafficking in Southeast Asia imgarison with previously mentioned
universal causes, since Southeast Asian regiorbéas influenced by local historical

events, traditions and overall development.

Second part of the research begins with the fiftth the sixth chapters addressing the
main research question about the root causes ofmumafficking in Thailand and
Burma in the specific time frame between 2000 afd62 Due to each country
undergoing different stages of development and g unique human trafficking
profile, these regional causes are examined in eaghtry separately, along with basic
overviews of the problem. Thereafter, characteristauses are analysed in each
subsection.

Lastly, conclusion deals with the consideratiorboth countries’ approach to the same
problem and their interconnections through shatimggsame border, though with both

having substantially contrasting development imof trafficking in persons.

13



2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aim of the Thesis

Human trafficking research represents a big problmen it comes to availability of
the data, and once the information is gatheredy it authenticity is in question.
Unreliable data and statistics in the case of hutrafficking mean there are not many
in-depth, extensive studies to rely on. Althoughmbating this illegal trade has
increased political attention drawn to the issué became a priority for governments
globally, available data about the significancetaf problem remains plains further
discussed in the thesis, governments of the dewgamuntries are often involved in
the criminal activity, which leads to retention andsinterpretation of data about
trafficked victims, out of which no exact numberexiploited children, men and women

can be derived.

The thesis has two main objectives; the primarectje is to analyse the root causes
of human trafficking in Burma and Thailand betwe00 and 2016, both from the

interstate and international perspective, and hwsd causes differ and/or are similar in
both case studies. Therefore, the thesis aims swemby what means human

trafficking occurs in this concrete part of SoutsteAsian mainland, and provides

analysis of root causes of each country.

The secondary objective is to examine how both gowents have responded to the
issue of forced labour and sex trafficking and imatwvay they have acted towards both
traffickers and their victims. Overview of policiethat have been implemented

throughout the Z1century and how effective and helpful they haverbis included.

" Frank Laczko and Marco A. Gramegna. Internati@rgjanization for Migration, Geneva.
Summer/Fall 2003. “Developing Better IndicatordHafman Trafficking.” p. 180. Accessed January
25, 2017. Retrieved from:
http://www.childtrafficking.org/pdf/user/iom_deveding_better_indicators_of human_trafficking.p
df
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2.2 Research Question

The thesis addresses one major research questbistialid to the issue of human
trafficking in the modern world with respect to thelected units of analysis.

What have been the root causes of human traffickirgurma and Thailand over the
last sixteen years and how the conditions difféwben Burma as a source country and

Thailand as a country of destination?

The question analyses how trafficking developedr diree in Burma and Thailand,
specifically in the context of the twenty first ¢ery, including typology of chosen
trafficked victims and methods of their recruitmeanid how they are transported,
detecting direct and indirect connections betweemt and Thailand through the issue
of human trade in a form of forced labour and comuiaé sex work, showing
similarities and differences between these two &@and countries; how trafficked
victims from Burma migrate to Thailand where theg &orced to work in fishing-
related industries, sex trade, or street beggiog; Thai and Burmese men are forced
into labour on fishing boats and kept at sea fargeor how Thai and Burmese victims
are trafficked to all parts of the world, that idya fraction of what the research tries to
explore deeper in the fifth and sixth chapter @ thesis. Through comparison of these
two case studies, this work discusses how thesetriesi differences do not stand in a
way of cooperation between Burmese and Thai seXadmlir traffickers and how tight

the industry in this part of Southeast Asia aciuisll

2.3 Methods and Data Used

The submitted thesis has been written as a quedita¢search, conducted in order to
provide the most possibly accurate information abloe nature of human trafficking in

two units of analysis, specifically countries ofrBia and Thailand, located in Southeast
Asia. The main deficit here might be the unreligpi&dnd general lack of data about the
issue, related to the fact that many original sesireeports and articles often do not
exist anymore. Numerical data and statistics diffesuch an extent that their relevance
can hardly be determined, therefore no academi& wam be exactly based on existing
numerical data and be handled as a quantitativearels. Further, qualitative research
provides knowledge about the “human” side of theeaech issue, meaning the

behaviours and relationships between individuaksuget groups.
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The chosen method of research comprises mainheanglary sources with primary
sources being included as well. Used secondaryeswontain literature and academic
studies about this phenomenon up to date. Primawyces are represented by
conventions regarding human trafficking or publiggcessible documents available
through the U.S. Department of State, internatioomagjanisations, NGOs, or

government policy records.

The thesis based its research on the case studydet analysis. Together with the
examination of the phenomenon of human traffickiagcase study method may be
applied to a comparative analysis of a relationdhgtween two or more units of
research. Case studies often involve collectiodaté and information about particular
environment, and moreover relate to retrospectwents, but also events with a current
occurrence. To provide a detailed, comprehensiaysais, scholars may use diverse
types of data, for instance theoretical sampling;hsas literature search and data
collection through existing documents, governmesttords, or annual reports. The
procedure of case studies includes scholars’ gusomi of studied groups or
individuals, presents an issue for future reseand, further gives an insight to human
actions that otherwise might be seen as unetticakaminé.

Universal approach to human trafficking in the eoitof Southeast Asia has been very
helpful while studying driven factors that lead domparison of people, in this case
represented by victims and traffickers, placestasgnted by the two units of analysis,
Burma and Thailand, and conditions, representeduogl and urban areas in both

countries.

Application of the case study method in this palttac thesis meant selecting
appropriate units of analysis along with a problastessary to be understood in
connection with human trafficking in the given ltoa; the root causes of human
trafficking in Burma and Thailand. The author caless not only specific actors
individually, such as the role of a victim and tisée of a trafficker, but also the groups
and communities these actors come from and theacttens between them. As stated
above, data concerning trafficking in persons areerely limited, thus quantitative

research is very hard to conduct. However, in scases, organisations managed to

8 Roger Gomm, Martyn Hammersley and Peter Foste0.2@ase Study Method: Key Issues, Key
Texts.”
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interview survivors of human trade (such as inftfie chapter, 14 rescued victims of
Thai fishing industry in 2013) and make interviews, surveys in locations where
people are more vulnerable to human traffickinglisas in rural areas). Thus in some
cases, quantitatively analysed data were usednargkequalitative research. This work
focuses on factors of trafficking more than numaricesults of such surveys and
interviews, thus uses mostly a qualitative methbdralysis in answering the research
guestion. Conclusions come from the qualitativedyhgred data, what kind of people
are the most vulnerable and in most probabilitybeing recruited by traffickers in
Burma and Thailand, so the future counter-traffigkpolicies can be better addressed

and executed.
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3. DEFINITION OF BASIC CONCEPTS

3.1 Organised Crime

In academic and political sense, organised crimeegapopularity especially with
increased globalisation and is nowadays highly mxeby media and studied by
organisations worldwide. The connection betweerbaieation, transnational crime
and global inequality with relation to human treking is important to note primarily
because many scientists write that in a global esebenefits of globalisation are not
shared as they should be and its disparities ahmore dramatic. These disparities
then cause the extensiveness of transnational Srifmensnational crime is defined by
the United Nations as “offences whose inceptioeyvention and/or direct or indirect
effects involve more than one county’and must be differentiated from international
crime, where international crimes fall under intdronal law, and domestic crime,
where domestic crimes fall under jurisdiction gbarticular state. The crime becomes
transnational once there is more than one coumvglved in its planning and/or
execution. The issue of transnational crime pddity in East Asia is critical,
comprising of for example money laundering, seaqyy drug smuggling, human
trafficking or transnational commercial sex workttelmpts to prevent and combat
organised groups are sabotaged by corruption arefficiently financed law

enforcement institution's.

Debates on the relationship between the state meé ©ave a long history, concerning
the causes of crime and the effectiveness of iha@ral justice systemrlherefore, there

is a large amount of definitions currently presarthe academic sphere. To define what
organised crime is depends on the point of viewe Working definition of Interpol’s

Organised Crime Group defines organised crime lasafs:

“Any group having a corporate structure whose prignabjective is to obtain

money through illegal activities, often surviving fear and corruption.”

In 2000 at the Palermo Convention, United Natiomsv@ntion against Transnational

° Ralf Emmers. March 2004. “Globalization and Nondiitianal Security Issues.” Accessed January
27, 2017. Retrieved from: https://www.rsis.edu.ggtentent/uploads/rsis-pubs/WP62.pdf

1% United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 2000.

" Emmers. 2004, p. 7.
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Organised Crime was signed with the objective tewan a global challenge, that
organised crime represents, with a global respdndais foreword, Secretary-General,
Kofi A. Annan, stated that “if the enemies of pregg and human rights seek to exploit
the openness and opportunities of globalisatioritfeir purposes, then we must exploit
those very same factors to defend human rights @gefdat the forces of crime,
corruption and trafficking in human being$”.

Trafficking in persons represents one of the majoheres of organised crime. To
prevent and combat this extensive problem requeresomprehensive international
approach in destination and transit countries, sagtpunishment of traffickers and
effective protection of trafficked victims, as walk means to prevent trafficking in the
first place. As the United Nations’ Protocol mensothere is still no universal method
which would address all aspects of human explomatithough there are some
instruments stating rules and a variety of pratticeasures in order to prevent and
combat human trafficking. Thus, with the lack otlswniversal instrument, potential
victims, meaning people who are vulnerable to ichifig, might not be protected
enough.

Due to the complexity of networks of organised @&iamnd its activities, social scientists
distinguish between three aspects of organisedecwmich are relevant in analysing
human trafficking. These are:

1. Organised crime as project crime — where organtside is executed as a project
involving planning, information, technology and @&pment of specific set of
skills, including production of false currenciesfalse identity documents. Project
crime can be also referred to as an “artisan” wankre skills are transmitted within
the same social group.

2. Organised crime as crime in organisations — whegaruised crime may be noted
as occupational or work-related crime, includingnes such as bribery, fraud or
corruption.

3. Organised crime as collective crime — where orgahisrime has a (family)

structure or refers to loosely connected networksrone gangs. This form of

12 UNODC. 2004. United Nations Convention Against Bramtional Organized Crime and the
Protocols Thereto. Accessed January 26, 2017 .eRetfifrom:
https://www.unodc.org/documents/middleeastandnét@dorganised-

crime/UNITED _NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONL ORGANIZED CR
IME_AND THE PROTOCOLS THERETO.pdf
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collective crimes can also use other forms of csirag business tools (as in project
crimes or crimes in organisations), in additiortiireats and violence. lllegal goods
and services are supplied on a large scale, andodilie frequent use of violence,
protection within the crime enterprises represémesmain provided service of this

form of organised crim&

3.2 Human Trafficking as Modern-day Slavery

The issue of trafficking in human beings did nahgrawareness until the second half
of the 1980s, entering the mainstream during thet wecade. Human trafficking
represents a controversial topic, regarding dedims of basic concepts of what
“trading” and “trafficking” actually is, or if term such as “modern-day slavery” or
“new slavery” are accurate and appropriate enoadietused in an academic jargon. To
clarify the parameters, this part of the thesisig@s on examination of terminology and
definitions.

According to theJnited Nations’ Protocol to Prevent, Suppress amahiBh Trafficking

in Persons Especially Women and Children (Palermotdeol), 2000 trafficking in

persons is defined as follows:

“The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbaog of receipt of a person,
by means of threat or use of force or other forrhgaercion, abduction,
fraud, deception, abuse of power or of a positibrunerability (...), for the
purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall includine exploitation of
prostitution (...), forced labour or services, slayesr practices similar to

slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.”

Hence, trafficking in persons consists of three mmalements; action, means and
purpose. The action is represented by recruitmesmsportation, transfer, harbouring
and/or receipt of trafficked victims, the meanstlmeat or use of force, and the purpose
is always to exploit.

Since the first time this concept appeared in talamic sphere, readers have started to
guestion what the difference of so called modem-slavery is compared to its past
form. In a broader sense, the term “human traffigkimostly serves to describe the

13 Thanh-Dam Truong. July 2001. “Human Traffickingl@®rganised Crime.” Accessed January 25,
2017. Retrieved from: http://catalogue.nla.gov.aaétd/3038713
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process of transportation whilst “modern-day slgVelescribes more the actual forms
and means of exploitation of the trafficked pers@ording to scientists, modern-day
slavery is globalised, avoids both legal and illemanership of trafficked victims, and
does not put a high emphasis on the race of tkaffiocvictims. Modern-day slavery is
more temporary, lasting more months or years thdifeame as in the previous
centuries. Above that, modern-day slavery has bleéined as a state where a person is
controlled and economically exploited by anotherspe, lost their free will and is not

paid with an exception of a minimum amount for ttseirvival.

3.3 Forced Labour and Sexual Exploitation

However, some institutions prefer to use the tefonceéd labour” to define this form of
workers’ recruitment. The International Labour Qrgation (ILO) states that the signs
of slavery can still be found in parts of Africaday, though for other continents and
countries sticks with the term forced labour. Sea#t Asia is known for an extensive
child migration, both within and beyond the regicmd although the women’s
participation in migration flows largely increasdlde human trafficking research cannot
leave out male victims. In general, Asia is known its immense irregular migration
flows with just a small number of legal channelsemssible, which also includes male
migrants being transported in hazardous conditioften classified as trafficking. In
regards to illegal male migrants being traffickedmen and children are trafficked not
only with the objective to be sexually exploitedtire destination countries, but also to
practice other types of forced work. Among the acaid research on child trafficking,

it is proved that both boys and girls are traffizkialso for non-sex work.

According to ILO, which refers to forced labourasrk performed involuntarily and

under the menace of penalty, it is a situation wherorkers are intimidated,

manipulated or used a threat up®he Forced Labour Protocakcognises three main
elements of this issue; 1. work or service, meaalhtypes of activity occurring in any

industry or sector, 2. involuntariness, meaning Warkers do not consent to work, and
3. menace of penalty, meaning if workers deny tokwthere are penalties used to
compel them to do so.

Moreover, ILO recognises six indicators of forceabdur that can appear and be

14 Piper. 2005. 43: p. 205.
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combined with: 1. physical violence or threat oblence, 2. limits on freedom of
movement or imprisonment at the workplace, 3. delbidage, 4. withholding wages or
decreasing wages incompatible with previous agregm& withholding passports

and/or ID cards, 6. threat of denunciation to arities.

Since human trafficking is closely tied with theug of sexual exploitation, the research
on this issue emphasises not only the illegal merdrof the victims across borders but
moreover what the exploitative aspects of such mavés are. Academic works thus
explore how human and especially women’s rightsvastated, agreeing on the fact
that human rights cannot be taken as a separaie &g an additional perspective when
it comes to trafficking.

The issue of sexual exploitation brings about thestjon of appropriate terminology
and two opposing views related to the legitimacytloé sex industry. It is the
problematics of consent that is largely questioaetbng scholars, some argue that
women are never willing to work as prostitutes anel on the contrary driven by poor
economic and/or social circumstances with theiriacds being very limited. Hence,
whether to make reference to either the term “grdggin” or “commercial sex work”
often depends on the ideological perception ofalkor. This thesis takes an example
of N. Piper’s study approach, adopting the termnfotercial sex work” rather than
“prostitution” which helps to compare commerciax seork with other types of forced
labour and refrain from any negative associatioitk mdividuals incorporated in this

specific area of financial benefit gdin.

3.4 Human Trafficking versus Migrant Smuggling

Adding to the confusion, authors use various temsosh as “illegal immigrant

smuggling”, “alien smuggling”, or “trafficking of l@ns”.*® Both migrant smuggling

and human trafficking are two of the fastest grayvareas of international criminal
activity, however they are often simplified and amderstood. Migrant smuggling is an
act of moving individuals across borders into stdta which they do not have any
authorised travel documents with the objective tihancial benefit.

Criminals can smuggle and traffic people while gsithe same methods of

13 piper. 2005. 43: p. 206.

18 Christine Bruckert and Colette Parent. June 20Dafficking in Human Beings and Organized
Crime: A Literature Review.” p. 5. Accessed Janu28y2017. Retrieved from:
https://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstracte@ip=205725
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transportation, and the work of migrant smugglessoften beneficial for human
traffickers. Migrants who are smuggled are morengtdble to become victims of
human trafficking, thus in order to combat humaaffitking, migrant smuggling

should be addressed as a priotity.

There are four main differences between humanidkafig and migrant smuggling,
however it is not uncommon that they overlap. Birstnigrant smuggling involves
consent and cooperation, there is no coercion,seoofl force, and the smuggling ends
with the arrival of migrants at their place of deation. Trafficked persons however
have never consented to forced labour or exploitail herefore, smuggled migrants are
more accomplices than victims as it is in the caséhuman trafficking. Thirdly,
smuggling is always transnational with the migraoesng illegally moved from one
country to another. Whereas with trafficking, theseno requirement to cross borders
and can happen also within the state, and thers dot necessarily have to be any
movement at all (as in the case of forced streegigdes). The fourth significant
difference is that migrant smugglers are free tavéeafter their arrival to another
country, with no ongoing attachments. Unlike trefed victims whose documents are
being confiscated and their freedom taken awayh Wites subjected to a complete

isolation.

Nevertheless, in a practical sense the distindiEween migrant smuggling and human
trafficking in Southeast Asia is often blurred,cgreffects of trafficking in persons have
clear implications for people smuggling. Thus tgraat extent, human smuggling is
closely related to human trafficking, however tatdr comprises of a higher level of
exploitation and coercion. Although the generaémitto define the term “trafficking in
human beings” might seem obvious, it is much hatdexpply in practice. A thorough
examination of these two theoretically distinctipeocesses reveals that apparent
difference between forced work and freedom of aldiecomes blurred, as well as a
difference between smuggling, trafficking and ot@ms of population migration.
Over the years, human traffickers have masterednieipulation of legal migration
channels, aiming to be able to entry specific coestat a specific point in time. In
addition, networks of migrant smugglers have becommensely lucrative with a large
amount of people moved illegally across bordersnigg large financial benefits.

" UNODC. Retrieved from: https://www.unodc.org/
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However, violence, exploitative processes and coerare also a fundamental part of
migrant smuggling which makes smuggling an impdreamponent of trafficking and

it is impossible to mention one without the other.
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4. HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

4.1 Migration Flows in Southeast Asia

Continuous socio-economic struggles that East Astamtries have experienced since
the Asian financial crisis of 1997 and 1998 ledatoincrease in trafficking of women.
Poverty, lack of education and work opportunitieswomen or inadequate knowledge
about the vulnerability to human trafficking weréentified as the root causes of
regional trafficking in person$. Discussions about the issue led to scholars atgjmi
that if the socio-economic standard would improespecially through the education
and literacy increase of young women and girlgfitkang for sexual exploitation in its
worst forms might be reducéd.

Over the last couple of decades, economies andilabharket conditions of Southeast
Asian countries have experienced some substarfiehges, closely connected with
migration flows within the region. Southeast Asasibeen described as one of those
regions where human trafficking is most widespreastjmating that about 200,000
women and children are moved every year for sexwatmne? R. Emmers also notes
that these estimations do not include the hundoétisousands of victims moved in the

growing labour trade within the region.

Increased migration has led to the supply of migtabour outweighing the demand,
which then resulted in migrants’ reduced wages emeiving no financial benefits
whatsoever. In a number of receiving countries killesl migrants work either as a
domestic help in middle-class households or snizdlds companies. Simultaneously,
transition to free market system in some countgesated larger socio-economic
disparities which developed into re-emergence ofiution with higher incomes as a
driving factor for women to work in this particuldreld. All in all, increased
competition and higher costs resulted in increatadats and less benefits for men and
women concerned. For instance, Thai women workingax industries in Germany
were paid proportionally much more in the 1970s a8680s than later when working
conditions changed and their wages were reduced.

Trafficking is considered as a part of broader mign patterns, especially

'8 Emmers. 2004, p. 20.
19 Skeldon. 2000. 38: p. 22.
2 Emmers. 2004, p. 18.
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undocumented flows. The overall amount of undocustemigrants who leave Asia
are low compared to the amount of those migratinthim the continent, and the
number of undocumented migrants has been reseatchssl equal or higher than the
number of legal labour migrants.

There are several typologies of trafficking in humzeings work-wise, with different
levels of criminality, different degrees of consedifferent locations and different
destination countries, where the flows of traffidkectims within the region occur on a

relatively large scale.

With increased globalisation in the last yearsalitants of Southeast Asia became
aware of opportunities outside of the country theg in. Subsequently, this led to an
escalated shift from legal to illegal practices tu¢he unavailability of legal migration
channels with more and more people wanting to lelage country of origin for better
living and working conditions. In the existing aeagc works, human trafficking is
linked to increased supply and demand of majorfitvomen in sex industries within
Southeast Asia. Additionally, another category leaserged in the region — child
trafficking for adoption, street begging, marriag@mestic work and other forms of
labour.

Human trafficking in Asia thus revolves around higlegular or undocumented labour
migration, resulting in a blurred distinction beemehuman trafficking and migrant
smuggling; extensive movement of women for domestick and marriage, sex work

and entertainment; or child trafficking for adoptidabour and sexual exploitation.

4.2 Counter-Trafficking Policies and Non-Governnag¢fesponse in
Southeast Asia

Throughout the years, activists and researchera frany international development
agencies have become aware that to truly combatahutrafficking, it is firstly
necessary to understand the main causes upon \&@hparticular response could be
based. As more academic studies emerged durintpashegears, trafficking in human
beings has received greater attention from goventsneithin the Southeast Asian
region, resulting on the one hand from growing tieatisis linked to the sex trade,
associating human trafficking with terrorist orgsations or increasing migration issues
between states. One the other hand, this increesmdtion on the side of source

countries’ governments to take some action canlé® attributed to the NGOs and
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donors’ involvement in the programmes and projectdrafficking in Southeast Asia
and Pacific as stated further in this secfibn.

Around 2009, relations between Southeast Asiantcesnwvere affected by Cambodian
health crisis where 1 out of 20 adults were inféatéh HIV/AIDS. This draw attention
of neighbouring governments who debated that tHeciion might spread across
borders, which with the extensiveness of humafi¢kafig was a rightful concern.

The reason for associating human trafficking watrdrist organisations has been valid
mainly because terrorist organisations fund hunmaffi¢tking operations and use the

networks within the region to transport for examglags, arms or weapons.

Resulting from the growing concern of governmentthiw the region, many of the
Southeast Asian states have adopted anti-traffickiolicies. Although these efforts
seemed promising at first, D. Betz, 2009, notes tthese policies were not based on an
understanding what the present causes of trafficiuare inside each state. Academics
and researchers agreed that the recognition ok tbhasses is essential, as well as
understanding of how these causes are differecbmmparison with the type of human
trafficking that occurs in the particular regionn€2 these root causes are analysed, the
policies will target the core source of the probleather than only treating the

symptoms.

If there are tough regulations in one state, twhérs or smugglers move to another state
whose controls are not that strictly enforced. Mexadently with trafficking than
smuggling, if traffickers cannot transport victifinem one country to another within the
Southeast Asian region, they chose richer and/ggdsi neighbouring countries as a
place of destination. Trafficking in Persons Regortn 2016, published by the U.S.
Department of State, placed Burma on the lowesitippsregarding the state’s policy
response to human trafficking, with Thailand andldysia sharing the second-lowest

ranking positiorf?

By analysing the exact causes of trafficking in lannbeings, governments can for
instance include potential victims, individuals wae in danger of being trafficked,

into organisations and activities centred arouraitisue. In 2002, efforts to establish

L piper. 2005. 43: p. 213.
?2U.S. Department of State. 2016.
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stronger anti-trafficking policies were made witivolvement of Australian government
which largely invested in combating migrant smuggland human trafficking. Despite
the fact there are still many improvements to becated, since the beginning of this
cooperation, progress has been made with ninefdenanember states of Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEARN)enhancing their national anti-trafficking
legislations.

During the same year, Australia helped with thaldghment ofthe Bali Process on
People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Relaieansnational Crimewhich
aimed to raise awareness within the region abosat dbnsequences of irregular
migration, people smuggling and trafficking withlateon to transnational crime.
Serving as a forum for sharing information, poldiglogues and cooperation helping to
address the present challenges, Bali Process has timan 48 members, including
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNRJCthe United Nations Office
of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) or the International @nrigation for Migration (IOM).
To be more effective, the Regional Support OffiR&Q) was established to help with
the cooperation of the states on protection of geéis and international migration,
where problems of migrant smuggling and human itkifig were also include®.
Furthermore, Australian government has recommeA&IIAN member states to sign
and ratify the Palermo Protocol and provided theith Vegal training on drafting anti-

trafficking legislations for the previous ten ye&ts

In regard to non-governmental and internationatlists) it cannot be said that there is
no process of investigation by international agesdn the region, however they are
usually more focused on source countries than amtdes of destination. The United
Nations (UN), The United States and the EuropeaoJ(EU) are currently the three
most significant sources of development aid andbdfumding. Profound incrimination

of for instance the UN and a wide range of projectd different types of programmes

in Southeast Asia contributed to the creation ¢dtaof data concerning the issue of

23 Being a political and economic organisation, ASE&Niain objective is to promote economic
growth and regional stability among its ten mendiates. These include: Burma, Thailand, Brunei,
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, ppities and Singapore.

24 The Bali Process. 2017. “The Bali Process on ReBpiuggling, Trafficking in Persons and
Related Transnational Crime.” Accessed April 3, ZRetrieved from: http://www.baliprocess.net/
%5 Jiyoung Song. 2017. “Australia and the Anti-trelfng Regime in Southeast Asia.” Accessed
April 3, 2017. Retrieved from:_https://www.lowyiiitsite.org/publications/australia-and-anti-
trafficking-regime-southeast-asia
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human trafficking. In 2001, six projects were coctdd by Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP), eight projects by the IOM, four projeddy the UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), dawtfour projects by the UNHCR,
two projects by the UN Development Fund for WomeNIFEM) or two projects by
the International Programme on the Elimination bfi€Labour (IPECY®

4.3 Causes of Human Trafficking in Southeast Asia

Although universal causes of human trafficking, rswas globalisation or poverty,
remain important factors of human trafficking inuBweast Asia, individualised causes
are equally essential to recognise. This part ethiesis aims to remark how crucial it is
for the countries of the region to understand afdress not only the universal causes,
but also those regional and local ones in ordetesign effective and successful anti-
trafficking policies. Nevertheless, each of thesemuis specific and challenging for the
countries to fully confront and concentrate on. idng sex tourism and prevalent
uneven industrial development across Southeastaksiaddressed in this section as the

main regional causes of trafficking in persons.

Emerging in the 1960s and 1970s, sex tourism iditsieexamined regional issue that
developed as a regular secondary source of incomal tthe tourism programmes,
which gained popularity through globalisation. A laf states largely profited from
traditional tourism (meaning tourism in its basicr), which simultaneously resulted
in the indirect support of sex tourism.

The development of sex tourism industry in Southéesa emerged throughout the
post-World War 1l period, when the presence of EaiStates military personnel and
recurrent outbreaks of regional wars in East anat&ast Asia meant that sex industry
increased and became a prosperous and lucrativéyadilot only the military camps
led to the rise of demand for sex services in ttlsgmeific areas, but also surrounding
areas throughout the Southeast Asian region. Mdnth@ service personnel were
transferred to then-growing urban areas withinrgion for relaxation and so-called
“resting leave” and the demand for sex servicaglpan areas increased. Consequently,
this led to the enlargement of sex sectors in tlaesas, and when the involvement of

the U.S. military troops diminished, local workenms these sectors started with

% piper. 2005. 43: p. 213.

29



marketing themselves as the demand from foreigmellexs in the urban areas
expanded.

Despite the fact that in the 1970s, the emergemeEx industry came hand in hand
with the emergence of global tourism, governmeritdiwailand, Indonesia and the
Philippines have promoted tourism as a nationakcpoh order to repay their foreign
debts?’ Thereupon, this led not only to the rise of pofityaf sex industry, but also to
large amount of supplied labour consisting of dottal and migrant women.

In parallel, child sex tourism and child traffickirhave experienced rapid growth and
are considered to be closely connected througltdhses, patterns and outcomes with
trafficking of women within the region. Abductiorsrely happen but manoeuvring and
tricking children into illegal activities, the us# violence, debt bondage, low living
conditions and all in all treatment close to slgwepresent a critical problem.

With increased globalisation and improvement ohtexdogy, traveling abroad became
more affordable and information accessible throtigh Internet, which led to sex
tourism industry in Southeast Asia being recognisedre than ever before and
traveling into the countries of the region for setivities has increased and persigfed.
In the end of 1970s, networks of traffickers witlioutheast Asia have started to
transport women and children from Burma, Laos arainfbdia to Thailand and
Malaysia, and from Thailand and the PhilippinesJapan and KoreaEmerging
globalisation processes contributed to the growingber of trafficked women into
entertainment and sex industries within the regiod beyond.

Thailand is an example of interstate women migratubio often end up in sex industry
working as prostitutes due to the lack of work ampaties resulting from
developmental or environmental issues. In respdoseiternational criticism from
many organisations and feminist researchers thabbkan met with sex tourism in the
region, the amount of East Asian men travelingot@ifjn countries for sexual services

decreased.

The insufficient response of governments of Sowgheéssian countries was either

%’ Piper. 2005.

%8 Diana L. Betz. June 2009. “Human Trafficking inBeeast Asia: Causes and Policy
Implications.” Accessed March 15, 2017. Retriewearf:
http://calhoun.nps.edu/bitstream/handle/10945/4¥%6RIn Betz.pdf?sequence=1
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through the inability or unwillingness to prevemdacombat human trafficking, which
resulted from the governments viewing an intenntio the tourism industry as a
possible loss of income ensured by the flow of ifprevisitors into the countries.
Hence, sex tourism continued to prosper and expmddecades without any

governmental interference, drawing attention ohldoteign visitors and traffickers.

The second examined regional cause of human kafficis the uneven industrial
development for purpose of labour trafficking thas begun to form in Southeast Asia
in the 1960s and is still present in the region adays. During the 1960s and 1970s,
several states underwent overall economic growth rapid industrialisation, which
meant the non-prospering countries fell behind Wueither interstate civil conflicts or
their recovery from decolonisation by Western wofrltherefore, there was a clear
distinction between the economically growing coi@strwith prospering urban areas
such as Thailand or Singapore, and the poor, $udfecountries, struggling to
implement any development policies such as Lao€ambodia. As a result, these
contrasting standards of living and wealth distiidn led to a massive migration flows

throughout the region as people yearned for esaageew lives without poverty.

As the newly wealthy nations continued to flourishd urban areas to grow, local
workers urged their employers to earn higher wages to be able to work in better
working conditions, which were requirements thatewfdid not meet with support of
manufacturers and the agricultural sector. Hencanymmanufacturers started hiring
labour from abroad, who were either forced to workwilling to be employed for
inadequate salary and in unhealthy work conditidiss proved to be very important
for the states’ national incomes, relying on thpatality of the sectors to hire cheap
labour and produce cheap products to preserveotim@etition among other developing
countries in the region. Due to globalisation, thislening economic gap between the
relatively wealthy and impoverished communities besated an outpour of so-called
“survival migrants” seeking for work opportunitiebroad in order to survive as jobs
vanished in their countries of origifi,and is prevalent today. The individuals who
strived to escape their current poverty-leading iif one country on the one hand, and
the economically and industrially expanding cowsrin need for cheap and easy
manageable labour on the other hand seemed asnasprg business for human

29 Chuang. 2006. 13: p. 138.
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traffickers to take advantage of and start buildiadficking networks.

Regarding these extensive long-lasting differeneéhlin the region, there are still

substantial legal and illegal migration flows caligy labour traffickers who promise

the uneducated and poor migrants a proper care gowdd treatment in the destination
countries. Supposedly, as long as the regional lamba continues, the poverty-driven
migration flows and the affluent human traffickingl remain

30 Betz. 2009.
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5. HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THAILAND: 2000 — 2016

5.1 Overview

As one of the most developed countries in South&sist, Thailand, also known as the
Kingdom of Thailand, has moved from a poverty-&&ic country to an intermediate-
income economy in 2011 and made a substantial esicnand social breakthrough.
Nonetheless, with the country’s prosperity slowdmyvn during the period of 2005—
20153! there is still a number of issues not only unres) but barely even addressed.
According to Oxfam 2016 report on Thailand, therdophas been ranked as the third
most unequal nation in the world, following Russiad India with its continually
enlarging gap between the poor and wealthy clag$es.widening inequality gap can
be connected not only to the nation’s economy Iad # the state of education, health
care or living standards throughout the region.

Despite Thailand being coined as a “developmentesscstory”, the country has been
subjected to a long and rich history of human ickihg and counter-trafficking
intervention, having also historically one of therat records on sex trafficking within
the region. Since the £4entury, there has been a tight relationship betvexonomic
development, migration and commercial sex work, ciwhproved to be lucrative
business not only to the locals but also to tosiistveling into the countr3?. Therefore,
human trafficking and its causes in Thailand can dasier acknowledged and
understood than in other neighbouring countrietua®d in the centre of Southeast
Asian mainland, and bordering with Burma, Laos, Gadia and Malaysia, Thailand
has become a source, transit and destination gofortvictims within the region and

from all around the globe, being known as the spital of the world.

This chapter is thus dedicated to the analysigvofrhain causes of human trafficking in
Thailand, deeply rooted in the country’s locatidmstory and traditions. In the
following section, the thesis focuses on the fecwmirsex tourism industry as the first
cause that has provoked human trafficking to spteasughout the rural and urban

areas of Thailand and eventually across its bordier8008, Thailand was estimated to

31 The World Bank Web Page. “Thailand: Overview.” Assed January 20, 2017. Retrieved from:
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/thailand/oveswi

32 A. N. Tarancon. April 1, 2013. “Thailand’s Problemith the Sexual Exploitation of Women in
the 2£' Century.” Georgetown University. 5. Accessed Fabyil0, 2017. Retrieved from:
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handl8AZY558363
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comprise of about 250,000 sex commercial workerthbycountry’s government.It is
however obvious that the overall numbers are mughen due to human trafficking

being an illegal activity, where no certain numbgtrafficked victims can be counted.

In comparison with its neighbouring countries inuB®ast Asia, Thailand has
undergone rapid economic growth, which has leftabentry with extremely uneven
development between rural and urban areas, unddogped and inadequate
infrastructure system or severe air pollution.dstbeen determined that there are over
three million documented and undocumented migriaritsy and working in Thailand,
majority of whom is coming from Burma, Cambodia ah@os, working in
constructions, domestic servitude, fishing industrycommercial sex work.

Bangkok, the capital and most populous city sitdiatethe central part of Thailand,
represents the most industrialised urban area encthuntry, whereas northern and
north-eastern regions inhabiting one third of T@pulation including ethnic minorities
are the poorest with the lowest income per capitthough some parts of Thailand
experienced significant economic growth, extremeepty remained especially in rural
areas, making it 88 percent (5.4 million) of thell population in 2018 As a resuilt,
rapid economic growth is the second major invetgaause of human trafficking in

this chapter.

5.2 Sex Tourism Industry

5.2.1 Introduction

The commercial sex work within Thailand expandedrduthe Vietham War (1962—
1975). It was during that time when almost 40,0@0efican military personnel entered
the country for rest and recreation purposes whah i&illion of the U.S. military
expenditures was spent on sex tourism af6nét the same time, increased
globalisation and traveling abroad that became ncoramon, attracted foreigners to
Thailand for sex purposes, mainly into the urbasaarwhere sex sector started to

33 Kimberly A. McCabe, Peter Lang. New York, NY: Peltang Publishing. 2008. “The Trafficking
of Persons, National and International Responged.10.

3% Australian Aid. 2013. “Trafficking in South-East idsPolicy Brief.” Accessed February 10,
2017. Retrieved from: https://www.afppd.org/ResesrPolicy-Brief-Human-Trafficking.pdf

3> Tarancon. 2013, p. 5.
% Tarancon. 2013, p. 13.
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flourish. The sector did not comprise of only Thewmen, hence the expansion of
trafficking networks also led to individuals beitgnsported both within the country
and from neighbouring countries into Thailand. fickers quickly took advantage of
migrating women with their children from for instanBurma, Laos or Cambodia, who
tried desperately to escape the poverty and civilmditary conflicts inside their
countries of origin. Soon, with the sex tourismustty boosting to such an extent that
regional flows suddenly could not meet the needshef sector, trafficked victims

started to be transported from Eastern Europe.

By 2010, Thai sex sector was estimated to rechout150,000 to 200,000 young girls
and women, and in 2013, the number of sex workeuitnent rates reached 2 million.
Nevertheless, exact numbers remain unknown. Spemsdaclaim that each one in ten
of the women became commercial sex workers thraggrcion, thus were forcibly
recruited into sexual slavery and then traffickediar instance Europe, Australia, North
America or Japan’ Annually, thousands of girls and women undergaaioa into the
sex tourism industry in order to escape poverty fafd their basic needs to survive,
driven by the prospect of a better standard ohgvand higher financial benefits.

Currently, there are specific economic, social palitical factors influencing the scope
of the sex tourism industry, each characteristitht case study of Thailand, equally
important to address. Since all of them contridoteow extensive the commercial sex
work and sex trade within the country are, thegcsfication and analysis is needed to
understand how human trafficking has evolved, pueseand thrived throughout the
years of development and growing gap between meh veomen, and women’s

vulnerability to be trafficked for various differgryet interconnect reasons.

Despite being one of the most developed countne€outheast Asia, Thailand is still a
developing country, dealing with severe povertyesatind high levels of gender
inequality. Poverty, connected especially to ryatts of the country, is global and
regional cause of human trafficking, interrelategply with other regional factors and
economic development creating even higher disparibetween the rich and the poor.
The position of women and their status present mpbex topic to be explored,

especially in relations to a very specific cultusatkground of the country.

3 Tarancon. 2013, p. 30.
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5.2.2 Extreme Poverty

As already stated in the overview of this chapt@ral areas, especially in the Northern,
Northeastern and Deep Southern Thailand accounthi®rbiggest concentration of
people living beneath the poverty line with thehagt poverty rate in the country,
resulting from fluctuating economic growth, declineagricultural prices or continuous
droughts. In 2000, the largest growth of povertgusence could be attributed to the
Asian economic crisis of 1997, reaching 21.3 pdtcehich caused the value of the
national currency, Thai baht, to radically declina. 2001, Thailand’s economy
managed to recover from the crisis under econowlicips implemented by Thai Prime
Minister Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.2@09, the number of people living
beneath the poverty line dropped to 8.1 perceriniodbitants (6.1 millionf and in

2015, the number counted for 7.2 percent overithe of large growth and escalating

agricultural prices?

Human trafficking in Thailand has its roots in 188&hen Thai traffickers were
capturing and recruiting young northern women aimt grom rural areas. Although
small number of these women knew they were abowtoitx as prostitutes, majority of
them had no idea they were being trafficked inte #ex sector, to brothels across
Thailand as well as to foreign countries, whichll gtrevails today. Nowadays,
traffickers are able to to target poor women frospezially rural areas who are
impoverished, vulnerable and often lack basic neszlading clean water or electricity,
surviving on the lowest possible income. Then,fickérs transport them into urban
areas, especially Bangkok where a sex worker tilgicgets paid around 3,000 baht
(about US $100 per month); an amount that is atfoet times larger than the income

of an average agricultural work®r.

There are few possible ways of how the situatiopdar rural areas can be improved so
the vulnerability of especially young girls and wem decreases and traffickers’
successful recruitment strategies are no longerctke. The first and probably most
obvious solution would be for the government tddumore school facilities and ensure
that the rural, less educated population gets #imeesopportunities as those living in

38 Tarancon. 2013, p. 4.
3 The World Bank. “Thailand: Overview.”
0 Tarancon. 2013, p. 31.
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urban areas. Generally, education in Thailand leas lsompulsory since 1921 when the
Compulsory Elementary Education Act was implememéth English language being

compulsory since 1995 at the primary-school leved gaught as a second language
after Thai in majority of secondary schodisn spite of compulsory twelve years of
compulsory education, underdeveloped locations co®upied by ethnic minorities

where victims of human trafficking and sex trade andereducated and lack any job-
related training, resulting in not knowing theiisimhuman rights and laws under which
they could resist the traffickers and their ofteilent treatment. Having better

educational opportunities for children and adudts ikey to combating and preventing
human trafficking, as well as solving a gender uadily gap, discussed further in this

chapter.

Providing the poor with basic education generadisults in better paid jobs, improved
standard of living and the ability to afford bakweman needs. Moreover, by educating
potential victims of trafficking about the horrdfgat happen in the sex tourism industry
might show them that by having good education amukedge, better jobs can ensure
what they think turning to prostitution would, suak higher income or release from
their current life.

Most of these potential victims are however not rwmhat they are being trafficked

before it is too late to do anything about it. Téfere, it is equally crucial that schools
and other educational facilities are prepared twige knowledge about how human
trafficking and sex trade work, how human traffickeean be identified, what their

techniques are and how they lure girls and womeém sex work thinking they can

either escape poverty or earn money to support fiumilies.

Secondly, the government should pay more attertbodevelopment of problematic
rural areas that have the highest poverty ratm te case of above mentioned northern
Thailand. Turning the rural areas into more urbanalions can be achieved by
population increase in the particular areas, né by establishing school institutions,
but since Thailand has recorded shortages of wiofesl health personnel in rural
areas, it would also be convenient to build morspitals by the government where

minorities and the poor could go for a medicaltiresnt.

1 Robert Sedgwick. 2005. “Educational Structure addistration.” WENR. Accessed January
25, 2017. Retrieved from: http://wenr.wes.org/2085#enr-marchapril-2005-education-in-thailand
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5.2.3 Lower Status of Women and Gender Inequality

The issue of gender inequality is a second selecterde of the rise of sex tourism
industry and represents a sociocultural factor,ctvhiargely contributes to human
trafficking in Thailand.

Originally, slaves in Thailand (at the time knows &iam) comprised mainly of
prisoners of war when war generals occupied théages, or those with debt bondage.
In the case of the latter, Siamese people eithearhe slaves of their loaners or sold
themselves, their children or other family membats slavery to pay back their debt.
Although substantial changes happened under the wdi King Rama V, and in 1905
slavery was definitely abolishdfl,some practices still prevail today and victims of
modern-day slavery, especially women and childbemg sold and treated as property
is not uncommon. Later on, Rama V implemented cdsapy military service and
education for men and declared that the kingdonmantial deposits lack funds to
support women’s education, hence they had to stighemselves. Considering that
women had none to very small amount of savings ramdpportunities to become
educated, it often happened that prostitution Wwahly option of how to survivg.

However, women’'s status has always been fairlyuerited by Thai religion,
Theravada Buddhism, followed by about 93.6 peroéthe population today. As A. N.
Tarancon notespne of the religion’s view of women is that theegtest achievement
they can have is to obtain enough karma to be mhas men,”where in some
interpretations of Theravada Buddhist teachingsiddiorn as a woman is seen as a
form of punishment for doing bad things in a presdife, or that being forced or
working in prostitution can be accepted since mes®@sual needs must be satisfied.
Predominantly in rural areas, girls and women halweays been perceived as inferior
and submissive to men.

When the country’'s economy began to prosper dud®f and 28 centuries,
Westerners and mostly Chinese workers started moingpto the country. Increased

migration flows of men meant new clients for Thak svorkers, females who were as

*2 Chris Baker and Pasuk Phongpaichit. Cambridge: @dge University Press. 2006. “A History
of Thailand.” p. 61. Accessed February 5, 2017riRetd from:
https://books.google.cz/books?id=TEdueeBj1HOC&gBotfrontcover&hl=cs#v=onepage&g&f=fa
Ise

“3Tarancon. 2013, p. 16.
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slaves sold to brothels in Thailand, and if femslleves were unmarried, they were
either forced to serve as their masters’ concubimesed as servants for their masters’
male guests. Further, women’s position was weakewed more once they started to
be perceived as objects for commercial transactioetsveen local traffickers and

foreign travellers.

In the 2F' century, these religious and cultural prejudiaesards women widened the
gender inequality gap, as well as inequality betwdn rich and the poor, and caused
significant rise in human trafficking. Due to thaigious beliefs, women’s acceptance
of their fate often serves as a coping mechanisreaig forced into sex trade, with
their lasting subordination to men rooted deeplythe country’s history. Turning to
commercial sex work can be attributed to men hawegfer educational and job
opportunities and overall receiving better treathaérthe society. While men are placed
in leadership roles, in engineering, science cormftion technology and earn much
higher salaries, women, on the other hand, endafgimg as waitresses in restaurants
or pubs, or as hairdressers.

This is a consequence of government’'s inadequaigonse to not only lack of job
openings for females, but also lack of training,ickhwould prevent them from
occupying low-paying positions. Lack of skills, emgi@g from insufficient education,
mainly in Thai rural environment, of course bringgk of job openings and the
possibility for women to aim for higher positionand equal to men with their
knowledge and experience. As a result, this woeldrehase their vulnerability of being
trafficked. Interconnection between gender ineduadind poverty across Thailand
might be obvious just from women not getting enougti-paid job opportunities, thus
having less monetary resources and generally I@stg@rdard of living, which makes
them desperately seeking jobs as sex workers framn bwn will, or if not so, their
vulnerability to sex trafficking makes them morkelly to end up in human trafficking

anyway, without any previously conscious intengmbe a part of illegal sex trade.

5.2.4 Family Values and Obligations

In 2009, sex tourism industry in Thailand still repented a primary source of

nonconsensual exploitation within East Asia, alenty local NGOs reporting the use
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of social media for recruitment of children intoxstafficking.** Child trafficking
especially has become the main matter of internatiattention and advocacy. Related
to horrors that have been happening with child pgraphy and prostitution across the
globe on a much larger scale during the last yehesintensity and nature of the issue
are still not yet fully understood within generalbtic. Despite children migrating for
various reasons and may be subjected to many damysituations along the way, child
trafficking has become almost exclusively part@fwsal exploitation.

Although H. Montgomery notes that there are divémsens of child prostitution and
not all of them can be associated with human tkifiig® Coalition Against
Trafficking in Women (CATW}® argues that neither form of prostitution is done
voluntarily, thus the usage of terms “prostituticarid “human trafficking” should be
acceptable to use synonymously. This thesis supploetidea of CATW, thus follows it

and addresses the issue accordingly.

As for the case study of Thailand, deep family gdions are another factor of
trafficking in persons and specifically child tiaking within and outside of the

country, which are strongly interdependent on dddaindage and children’s

responsibility to provide for their parents and fi@es. This section focuses mainly on
Thailand as a source country, trafficking Thai wonaad girls within and across Thai
borders, however considering that Thailand is anttguwf destination as well, as A. N.
Tarancon writes, NGOs operating in the area haatedthat girls ranging from twelve
to eighteen years are being trafficked from Bur@laina, and Laos into Thailand due to

debt bondage, making these flows both-sided.

Unlike Thai men, Thai women cannot work for becognmonks before marriage and

receive merif’ thus has to show their gratitude and care in otfars, for instance by

4 U.S. Department of State. 2016.

> Heather Montgomery. Seattle Journal for SocialideisSpring/Summer 2011. “Defining Child
Trafficking & Child Prostitution: The Case of Thaild.” p. 776. Accessed February 15, 2017.
Retrieved from:
http://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/cqgi/viewemitcgi?article=1037 &context=sjsj

®CcATWis a non-governmental organisation operatimgldwide and working on international
elimination of human trafficking and sexual expibn of children and women. Apart from others,
CATW focuses on education and prevention progranforeactims of trafficking and commercial
sex work. More information can be found here: Wiypww.catwinternational.org/

" Also known as karmic merit. According to Chansam8aiyasak, “The Meaning and Significance
of Merit Making for Northeast Thai Buddhists”, 2QG6erit making is essential part of Buddhism in
Thailand; according to Buddhist teachings, evenghi the world changes apart from good and bad
acts, and these are divided into either mérit), meaning any deeds following the teachings, or
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providing financial benefits or acting as parem@tegivers. As a Thai tradition, this is
known as “filian piety” or bhunkun’ where the youngest daughter is obligated to
support her parents financially. As a consequeryoeing women and girls feel
responsible to provide for their parents so thdpeeisell themselves into brothels
thinking they can buy their freedom back after pgythe debt, or are sold by their
families to work as sex workers. It is not uncomntbat traffickers are sometimes
friends of these girls or direct family memberdeafescorting the girls to Thai borders
and receiving money for selling the victims. Usyathis payment for a person’s life
differs from 10,000 baht (US $350) to 20,000 (US®? and represents the debt that
women must pay back with interest through sex tfade

Additionally, there are three particular instanstanding out in which parents are
willing to sell their children, and which should leldressed as a reality of the®21
century, trafficking-driven Thailand.

Firstly, with increased globalisation and tourigamilies in Thailand often get in touch
with foreigners and new technologies. Mainly in therthern Thailand, with growing
consumerism, there have been a pressure to adéqgt teveloped worfd and families
are often willing to sell their children into slayeand sex trade just to be able to afford
these modern material goods or luxuries, suchexdrehic devices. Thus, young girls
are in much greater danger of being vulnerablexamfficking.

Secondly, parents might even get another childijustrder to sell them to traffickers
and get more money. And thirdly, families from duparts of Thailand, living in
extreme poverty, trade themselves or their childogra loan, with their work partially
being able to repay the loan.

As already stated in the beginning of this secttbe, responsibility that daughters feel
towards their families is so deep that trading thelves and giving themselves up to

traffickers is without a question. Furthermore, soofi these young girls are forced into

demerit bap), meaning any acts done against the teachingse Mésrmation can be found here:
https://www.academia.edu/4769060/THE_MEANING_ANDGSIFICANCE OF MERIT MAK
ING_FOR_NORTHEAST_ THAI BUDDHISTS

“8 Ashley Mason. 1999. “Tourism and the Sex Industrgoutheast Asia.” Totem, the University of
Western Ontario Journal of Anthropology 7, no.{d., $1-62. Accessed February 15, 2017.
Retrieved from:_http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cgi/viewcontesgi?article=1060&context=totem

9 Known as “bonded labour” or “debt bondage”. As\NA.Tarancon notes, debt bondage is one of
the least acknowledged forms of modern-day slavergpite being the most common one. Further
information can be found in: A. N. Tarancon. “Thaid’'s Problem with the Sexual Exploitation of
Women in the 2% Century.” p. 38.

* Tarancon. 2013, p. 39.
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sex slavery because of sexual abuse and shama whiir own families, for example
when they had been raped or assaulted in any adngrfamily members willingly sell
the daughters to traffickers or into Thai brothddscause naturally, in their family’s

eyes, this was not anyone else’s fault but the llizug.

5.3 Rapid Economic Growth

5.3.1 Introduction

This subsection covers the issue of economic gleditadn as a second major occurring
cause of human trafficking over the last sixteemaryein Thailand with respect to
economic growth within the Greater Mekong Sub-reg(G&MS), comprising of six

countries; the People’s Republic of China, Camhotl@os, Burma, Thailand and
Vietnam; and around 326 million inhabitadtsWithin the GMS, Thailand has
developed into the dominant nation for both fortasbur and sex trade, with its GDP
in 2006 exceeding GDPs of Burma, Laos, Cambodid, \4etnam combined and

increasing inflows of illegal migrants into the cdty, consequently making these

individuals in higher risk of exploitation for labband sex work.

Generally, economic growth, rapid innovation andbglisation regards the global
transfer of labour, capital, trade and technolang into benefits of this phenomenon,
diminishing restrictions in international tradegher standard of living, or increased
management skills can be included. With new opmaties from recent years for
developing world (such as higher media coverageidespread use of the Internet),
organised crime has been evolving as well, withseherapid technological
advancements, or free flows of goods and servihest. as other areas and parts of the
world, economic globalisation has managed to bthwg nations of the GMS closer
together. One of the important facts to note ig trafficking in persons — and illegal

migration flows — are an essential part of manyomat economies, with remittances

>11n 1992, the six member states of GMS establish&tharegional economic cooperation in order
to promote economic relations among the statesaardprocess of transition is increasing together
with commercial cooperation, industrialisation anddernisation within the area are growing too.

2 World Vision. 2006. “Trafficking Report: ThailaridAccessed March 15, 2017. Retrieved from:
https://www.worldvision.com.au/docs/default-soupesslications/human-rights-and-
trafficking/trafficking-report-thailand.pdf?sfvrsd=
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coming from migrants forming an enormous portiomomestic incomé®

The GMS has expanded into wealthy area due to ggptaurism, traveling and trade.
The transformation that these countries have umdergboth politically and

economically meant that migrants became even maheerable to trafficking and

modern-day slavery. Along with rapid economic exgian and prosperity of the region,
this economic growth has also brought new posséslifor exploitation. The economic
disparities between countries of the GMS bring nditbe to those vulnerable to
trafficking, who seek escaping poverty and crossiaglers, and traffickers. Although
executing quantitative research is very hard awlpmatic due to the criminal nature
of trafficking, it is presumed that between 800,60@.5 million people are trafficked
each year around the world, with a minimum of 1RiBion people, including children,

working in exploitative labour conditions. In thase of the GMS, around 250,000

people become victims of human trafficking annuaily

The GMS is known for its wide range of traffickipgtterns, dealing with internal and
cross-border trafficking, sex and labour traffiakithrough legal and illegal recruitment
channels, being profoundly organised or small-sta&ploiting girls and women, boys
and men, and whole families. Till now, the thesas been mainly directed towards sex
trade and female victims, however victims and famsiltrafficked to Thailand from
Burma, Laos and Cambodia are not only forced intaroercial sex work, but also into
domestic servitude, constructions, farming or fishindustry’® thus this particular
section remains gender-neutral, referring to mesmean and children.

Due to the country’s rapid economic growth, Thailas an appealing destination for
migrants who live in horrendous environment in hlegghbouring states, seeking higher
wages and better job openings. Once arriving tocthentry, their lack of knowledge
about local culture and lack of protection fromdeghannels makes them at an

extremely high risk of trafficking.

Typically, families or individuals migrating acrobsrders legally through legal border

controls with identification documents are protéctmder the same legislation as Thai

%3 Suk-Rutai Peerapeng, Prasert Chaitip, Chukiatlidloaisri, Sandor Kovacs, Peter Balogh. 2013.
“Impact of Economic Globalization on the Human Tickfing in the Mekong Sub-region
Countries.” p. 125. Accessed April 5, 2015. Rek¥rom:_http://purl.umn.edu/147426

> World Vision. 2006.

*° Suk-Rutai Peerapeng, Prasert Chaitip and othet®,. 124.
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citizens, including having free entrance to puldervices, for instance to health
facilities and children to educational institutiofifegal migrants, on the other hand, are
not allowed to any protection, whether work or abeelated; such as children who
either travel to Thailand to work illegally, or Wwitheir families and because they are
not entitled to education, they work instead. I9&0Thai factories were estimated to
employ children out of which 80 percent were for¢edvork in 12-hour shifts below
the minimum payand the main inflows of trafficked women and cheldrto Thailand
primarily come from Burma®

Interstate migration is also a common feature iail@ind, such as of ethnic minorities
traveling from the poorest regions to the most peosus Thai provinces. In 2006,
approximately half of Thai tribes and minoritie9@5000 people) did not obtain Thai
citizenship. Hence, there are no protections feirtbommunities which makes them

more vulnerable to become victims of labour andtssficking.

5.3.2 Modern-day Slavery in Thai Fishing Industry

Since 1999, when Thailand became global primary#sgp of fish products, to 2012
when the country became the world’s third biggesh fexporter after China and
Norway>’ it is no surprise that forced and bonded labouthi@ country’s fishing
industry became one of the most common forms of-sexual exploitation and
trafficking in Thailand. Due to the economic growdind widespread trafficking in
persons over the last years, along with an esnglatiternational demand for cheap
seafood, Thailand’s fishing industry contributeshtd only remorseless trade in human
beings but also to the destruction of whole magoesystems, as well as uneducated
consumers who unknowingly support the devastatibibath the environment and
human lives. Although there is a deep interconnactbetween environmental
deterioration and violation of human rights, thieafic topic has been given scant and
inconsiderable attentiolf,however due to alarming practices happening orfishing
boats, the issue should be given the same levehpbrtance as any other form of

human trade in Thailand.

*® World Vision. 2006.

> FAO. 2012. “The State of World Fisheries and Aguiace: 2012.” Accessed February 15, 2017.
Retrieved from;_http://www.fao.org/3/a-i2727e.pdf

*8 Environmental Justice Foundation. 2015. “Pirates @laves: How Overfishing in Thailand Fuels
Human Trafficking and the Plundering of Our OceaAscessed April 25, 2017. Retrieved from:
http://ejfoundation.org/sites/default/files/publidF Pirates and Slaves 2015 0.pdf
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Thailand’s exceptional economic and social growthped by fishing industry comes
from a wide coastal area of 2,700 kilometres aneldpment of infrastructure, new
technologies and new fishing gear, exploring neshifig territories, or improvements
in the fishing boats construction. Neverthelesghaities have had problems with
carrying out their directives, and because of tlwsufficient regional and territorial
administration, the industry soon faced overfishamgl overexploitation of its marine
resources, forced labour and trafficking in persons

After 1989 when Thailand experienced one of its nmasastrophic natural disastéfs,
decrease in earnings (caused by for example inogedsel costs) and advanced
education resulted in a complete shift in employimates, with local and regional
workers losing interest in working on fishing boatel not seeing fishing industry as a
privileged working position as in the past. Thigpgaccompanied by vast economic
growth differences between Thailand and neighbgucountries of the GMS, quickly
led to once entirely Thai fishing crews to irreguhaigrant labour inflows, especially

from Burma and CambodfA.

In March 2013, Environmental Justice FoundationFj&Jreported 14 victims from
fishing vessels under the Boonlarp Fishing Co. kwmnpany, between the age of 16
and 46, rescued by the local police. All origindilgm Burma were captured by their
brokers in a local fishing port in Kantang, locatedhe western part of Thailand, and
had been kept at sea for six months before retgrridefore that, three of the victims
were working in a chicken factory in the northerhalland, and the broker deceived
them and promised to secure better working conwtend higher salary when coming
with him to another factory.

Despite receiving no salary, they managed to eawnem through selling squids on
boats to which they supplied fish, and buy a phand SIM card by which they
contacted one family member. Their escape was lpessinly due to the local
authorities being alarmed by this family memberorépg a human rights violation and

*¥ Typhoon Gay, or Kavali Cyclone, caused more theh@&sualties and led to many deaths in and
around the Gulf of Thailand, including many off-sh@essels.

% Asian Research Centre for Migration, Institutedsfan Studies. 2013. “Employment practices
and working conditions in Thailand’s fishing sectqr. 9. Accessed Fenruary 28, 2017. Retrieved
from: http://www.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/1848king.pdf

*lEJFisa non-profit international organisation gesd to protect the environment and human
rights; especially then focusing on oceans and aeddracking down illegal pirate fishing and
exploitation of labour working at sea. More infotioa can be found here: http://ejfoundation.org/
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trafficking. This rescue then revealed the levelabfise and exploitation the victims
were subjected to, including physical abuse suclbesting, torture and murder, or
forced childbirth®

The process of sea transportation and fishing {esadich may stay at sea for an
unspecified amount of time, have grown into “flogtiprisons” for exploited and beaten
labour. The case of March 2013 was not the first the last one to be revealed,
nevertheless the occurrence of extreme violencKaintang's fishing sector remains
unchanged; confirmed by the 2015 discovery of adenad Burmese migrant fisher
who was found floating in the river nearby.

As stated by ILO, workers in Thai fishing industtge particularly in danger of being
trafficked and exploited. The target groups includg only men, but child labour
within the industry has exploded and turned intavety with total failure of Thai
government to prevent and trying to combat thisadatisaster. The EJF assumes that
the best possible solution would be achievable effdctive if there was a full
commitment of stakeholders, supported by correspgngolitical will. Among other
solutions, the EJF recommends adaptation of a anogre that would ensure inter-
agency partnerships; targeting major actors resplenfor slavery within the industry;
making sure that effective law enforcement is aggplwith Thai government taking an
appropriate and straightforward action to enalgétaous penalties for traffickers and
those who enslave fishers; and lastly developmedtedficient implementation of new
fishing laws that would offer better traceabilitytin the sector and bigger protection

for migrants working in Thai fishing industf§.

2 EJF. 2013. “Sold to the Sea. Human Traffickingfrailand’s Fishing Industry.” p. 19. Accessed
April 28, 2017. Retrieved from:

http://ejffoundation.org/sites/default/files/pub8old to_the Sea_ report lo-res-v2.pdf

®3 EJF. 2015. “Thailand’s Seafood Slaves. Human iBkiffg, Slavery and Murder in Kantang'’s
Fishing Industry.” p. 38. Accessed April 28, 20Reétrieved from:
http://ejfoundation.org/sites/default/files/publidF-Thailand-Seafood-Slaves-low-res. pdf
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6. HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN BURMA: 2000 — 2016

6.1 Overview

Burma, also known as Myanmar or the Republic ofWlmon of Myanmar, has been
forming its culture and traditions since the estishent of the Pagan Kingdom in the
11" century, and in the 16th century became the laapire that has ever existed in
the Mainland Southeast Asia (MSEA). After becomimgBritish colony in the 19
century, the country gained independence in 19d8shortly after oppressive military
junta took over in 1962 and stayed in power tilL20During the time of long running,
civil war conflicts, the UN stated that Burma ha=eb flooded with serious human
rights violations, and slowly became one of therpsbnations in the world, despite its
stable climate and vast amount of resources, havsnee the end of the $@entury,
conditions have rapidly worsened. Due to its gowent's full control over its
economic profits, minimum is spent on health angcation, next to the military and its
budget being always prioritised. Despite being dcivilian government, current
country’s authorities use coercive technigues tos@ecute anyone who opposes the
government or the army, with the army remaining rBese strongest and most
dominant institution and being in charge of leadmmgistries.

Although Burma is now under the civilian rule oktNational League for Democracy
(NLD), the military involvement plays a crucial eoin the country, considering that in
2016, the army cruelly oppressed ethnic Rohingyaslivhs in Rakhine Staf¥,
followed by rape, torture, and unauthorised kilingut of which 120,000 people were
displaced. In 2016 Trafficking in Persons repott,has been remarked that the
government declines citizenship and legal documeatsaround 810,000 people,
majority of whom belong to ethnic Rohingya and inihdhe Rakhine State area, thus
lack of their legal residency in the country makkem vulnerable to traffickin@
Moreover, continuing conflict between Burmese ethimed groups and the military

escalating in Kachin and northern Shan St¥ftesaused forced relocation of

% |n January 2017, reports on the Rohingya Muslimarify being murdered and raped by Burmese
soldiers continued to arise, despite the factBuasinese government still denies this by claiming
there is no evidence whatsoever.

%5 U.S. Department of State. 2016.

% Human Rights Watch. 2017. “Burma.” Accessed Felyrd8, 2017. Retrieved from:
https://www.hrw.org/asia/burma
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approximately 100,000 people, with a risk of treifing rapidly increasing’

Unlike Thailand being transit, source and destomatiountry, Burma is mainly a source
country, meaning that men, women and children @iagotransported either within
Burma or into neighbouring countries of the GMS &mther, exploited for both forced
labour (involving men, women and children) and wexk (involving especially women
and children). Migrating Burmese population is atigh risk of trafficking, with
regional inflows coming to neighbouring Thailanddafhina for work, or other
countries in Asia, the United States or Middle El&tn are exposed to forced labour in
fishing and agricultural sectors, manufacturingesry or constructions, while women
and children to sex trade, domestic servitude)diléesector.

NGOs operating within the area recorded Burmese migrating through Thailand (in
which case Burma is a source country and Thailatrdresit country) to Malaysia or
Indonesia to seek better living conditions and ¢gportunities, but are subjected to
trafficking and labour in fishing and other induss: When it comes to Thailand as a
country of destination, Burmese males often endvitip debt bondage, their documents
being confiscated, and threatened by use of vieleacd then are held on fishing boats
at sea for years. It is estimated that around ianiBurmese migrants are working in
Thailand in variety of industries, often illegaiyd without identification documerfts.
Burmese females are trafficked for instance to €himhere they become a part of
Chinese sex trade or are subjected to forced ngasjaalong with individuals from
Rohingya being sold to Malaysia as forced brided atihers. Burmese children are
forced to street begging, domestic servitude, waykin teashops, in agriculture or

constructions, with small amount being sexuallyleited by foreign tourist§?

Despite the fact that the general causes of tkaifigcin persons in Burma are no
different than those specified in the case studytdiland, including extreme poverty,
economic underdevelopment in rural areas, lacldatation and job openings in urban
areas, or travel restrictions for the lower classesmen and ethnic minorities, key
actors and the impact of these actors significamiaken the possibility to resolve

human trade. Among specific causes of human tkafficin Burma, persecution and

®7U.S. Department of State. June 2016. “Country &ames. Burma.” p. 112. Accessed February
28, 2017. Retrieved from: https://www.state.govigoents/organization/258878.pdf

% UN-ACT. “Myanmar.” Accessed February 28, 2017.

Retrieved from;_http://un-act.org/countries/myanimar

%9 U.S. Department of State. 2016. “Country NarratiBurma.”
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suppression of ethnic minorities, tolerated fortadzbur of children, failure of Burmese
government to protect country’s nationalities, acorruption of state sector all

contribute to the human trafficking situation.

6.2 Child Soldiers and Forced Labour of Children

Military repression has been a major cause of malehuman trafficking in Burma,
which continues to be the most serious concern ofmBse human trade. This
subsection looks at how exploitation of childrerspecially in the army sector,
represents major alarming human trafficking issit@inw the country and contributes to
its unceasing existence.

Firstly, it is important to note that military argbvernment authorities subject men,
women and children to forced labour especially gnaultural sector or infrastructure
enlargements. Ethnic minorities, living in distdarder areas, where the occurrence of
military troops is the largest, are at the highest of being trafficked and forced to
work. In 2010, the UN recorded that orphans ordebih living on the streets or at
railway stations are the most vulnerable, includimginstance young monks living in
monasteries. Boys, sometimes not even older theweelyears old, are coercively
recruited to the official Burmese army, called Tattaw, or forced to be a part of ethnic

armed organisatiors.

Therefore, men and boys are either through thraadsuse of violence recruited into
ethnic armed groups which oppose the governmentralitdry troops, often residing in
the area that ethnic communities live in, or int@ Burmese army where they are
promised high wages, favourable work conditions armbssibility of promotion. The
treatment that trafficked men and boys experiensi&lé the ethnic armed communities
have been reported to be way more drastic tharetimsde the country’s military
camps, however in both of these instances, chiltiess are often send to front lines as
fighters’* Despite the Tatmadaw having a rich history of chiédruitment into the
military, seven other ethnic armed groups has lreengnised to use this practice,
including famous Kachin Independence Army (KIA),[@@mocratic Karen Benevolent
Army (DKBA), and Shan State Army-South (SSA-S), aall were labelled as

9U.S. Department of State. 2010. “Trafficking imr§as Report. Country Narratives.”
"M U.S. Department of State. 2016. “Country NarratiBurma.”
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“persistent perpetrators” by the URI"™®

The main interrelated factor of human traffickingdaforced labour of children in
Burma is without a doubt the state of educationtha country. General lack of
education is attributed to the fact that schookrattnce has been perceived as a
privilege instead of a right, Burmese teachersusder qualified and receive very low
salaries, plus old materials are used insteadasietlup to date. Currently, those who are
educated the most are usually children of soldieysn the upper class, sometimes
lucky enough to have attended schools and univessih Europe, Australia, the U.S.,
or Japan. On the other hand, poor families livingfarms in the rural parts may even
pull their children out of a school either becawdelack of financial resources to
support the children’s education, or because d t#chuman resources on the farms
and fields, where children have to work insteadtatlying’

In 2015, the government imposed an educationalrarogne to enhance the quality of
Burmese education, since in the previous yearsroappately two thirds of
governmental expenditures on education went to gyneducation. Although the
government marked education as a key priority, niusstill remains a country with
inadequate enrolment rates and insufficient qualif educational systef.
Furthermore, there is a deep interconnection betwaek of education, deficit of
school institutions, financial and human resourags)anguage differences between
various ethnic communities in the country. Thusesth barriers increase the
vulnerability of children to become part of the Buiese human trade even more. In
2002, UNICEF addressed the issue of the previonsrgéon, when majority of young
boys and girls had not received even primary edoataand during the civil wars and
interstate conflicts many schools were closed dowrequired fees that parents were

not able to pay, hence the country faced a proldéthe whole generation of wasted

"2 Ashley Morefield. February 22, 2016. “Myanmar'sildtSoldiers.” Accessed April 30, 2017.
Retrieved from;_http://standnow.org/2016/02/22/myans-child-soldiers/

"3 “persistent perpetrators” on the Secretary Geise2all3 list “Naming and Shaming” violators of
children’s rights; i.e. parties listed for five miore years in the Secretary General's reports,
concerning child recruitment, sexual exploitatiomrders, or attacks on schools or hospitals;
moreover stating that “places of learning and Ingadire unacceptable as places of war.”

" Kevin Heppner. October 2002. Human Rights WatchdRe“My Gun Was As Tall As Me: Child
Soldiers in Burma.” p. 23. Accessed March 15, 2®Rétrieved from:
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/burma/Burma0902.pd

> Educate a Child. “Our partners & projects. Myanrhaccessed April 30, 2017. Retrieved from:
http://educateachild.org/our-partners-projects/tgumyanmar
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human resourcés.

Connection to family obligations is another factioat Burma shares with Thai causes
of trafficking, as discussed in the previous chgpéds commonly children joined the
army voluntarily just for the responsibility thegdl towards their families, so their
parents did not have to feed and spend money othemohild. According to Human
Rights Watch interviews from 2002, most of the ini@wved former soldiers did not
want to join the military in the first place. Onteey did, they were tricked by army
recruiters and threatened by penalties and jaiiaf refused to join, hence many were
convinced they had no other choice; and those wdre wot recruiters simply kidnaped

and forced to become soldi€frs.

In spite of an exact number of overall traffickedtims and recruited children into
military remaining unknown — since even Burmeseyadoes not report the amount of
soldiers they employ —, it has been reported timaes2012 Burma freed more than 745
child soldiers under the age of eighteen. The seldmppened under the Joint Action
Plan that the Burmese government signed with th¢/aid in March 2016, UNICEF
reported that another 46 child victims were reldasdNICEF has been operating in
Burma for more than 60 years and has been resperfsiomany programmes being
implemented in order to prevent and combat exgloitaof children in the military
sector (such as Child Protection Programme thateciawo force between 2014-2015
and its extension between 2016-2017). Presently|CHN and the Burmese
government are working on the implementation ofive-{ear Country Programme
(2018-2022) that will comprise apart from new depetent and management ideas of
the basic components of the current Child Protadimgrammé?

® Heppner. 2002, p. 24.

""Heppner. 2002, p. 26.

"8 UNICEF. November 30, 2015. “Fifty-three childreleased by Myanmar Army.” Accessed
March 15, 2017. Retrieved from: https://www.unioe/myanmar/media_24942.html

"9 UNICEF. January 2017. “Formative Evaluation of @&F’s Strategy and Approach to Child
Protection Systems Building:

Annexes (Volume II). United Nations Children’s Fuhdccessed March 15, 2017. Retrieved from:
https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/Annexes_Evaluatiohild® Protection Systems Building_(Volu

me_I1).pdf
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/7. CONCLUSION

The thesis has dealt with a case study of BurmaTdradand with respect to human
trafficking situation in both countries separatelpuching upon differences and
similarities between human trafficking in Burma @minly a source country and
Thailand as a source, transit and destination cpumhe objective was to present the
issue of trafficking in human beings from a gen@aiht of view first and then focus on
how serious the problem is particularly in the esitof Southeast Asia and the two
units of analysis, which both have a unique tréaffig profile.

Hence, the first half of the thesis has providezbtktical information and definition of
the issue in the introductory part together witlstpgcademic research and contribution
to the field, and proceeded with the methodologapgdroach of the work in aims of the
thesis, the main research question asked, andyfimlused methods and sources to
conduct this thesis. Moreover, this specific sectias discussed how this topic has not
been explored to such an extent in the Czech adadghere, thus has intended to fill
the research gap and potentially raise public aves®

The third chapter have introduced basic conceptportant to define in connection
with human trafficking, such as the role of an ongad crime and increasing
globalisation, why human trafficking has been pew@ as a form of modern-day
slavery, together with two most common forms officking; for the purpose of forced
labour or sexual exploitation. Lastly in this senti the thesis has discussed the main
distinctions between human trafficking and migrantuggling so it clearly divides
these two disparate terms and prevents from amsiljesconfusion in this regard.
Subsequently, the fourth chapter has examined hgyation in Southeast Asia has
influenced socio-economic disparities and illegaivaties within the region, including
child trafficking, illegal supply of migrant labowr re-emergence of commercial sex
work. The section has also briefly mentioned somgamisations and international
agencies that have been active in human traffickintpe past years and operating in
regionally problematic areas, especially rural anukss-border zones of the countries.
These general issues concerning more or less alh8ast Asian countries has provided
deeper understanding of what the biggest strugglethis part of Asia are, further

explored in the second half of the thesis.
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In the second part of the thesis, choosing the sasty method presented the most
accurate method to explain and analyse this hugagrhenon that human trafficking
represents. It offered the possibility to focusimdividuals and groups who are in great
danger of being trafficked in both countries, angaivthe biggest factors influencing
these potential victims of human trade are. Thdiee has focused on answering the
main research question; what the root causes ofhumafficking have been over the
last sixteen years. This has given more insiglebtaditions in Burma and Thailand, and
has proven that despite both countries being véfgrent, their clear connection in
human trafficking brings them closer together. Tdra’s issue with human trade has
shown many similarities with Burma, and through panmson the work addressed
extreme poverty and growing socio-economic gapltiagufrom lack of education and
job opportunities or underdeveloped rural areawas indicators of trafficking in these
bordering countries, extremely affected by hist@ridbackground of the region,
especially within the Greater Mekong Sub-region.

Furthermore, Thai and Burmese trafficking in pessaan be attributed to not only
extreme poverty or lack of education, but also gendequality or lower status of
women, which causes women to be in more dangeremigbsexually exploited and
trafficked internationally. Human trafficking foesual exploitation has been the centre
of attention to many organisations and institutisregldwide, being the most alarming
subject of discussion, concerning child prostitatipornography or debt bondage of
young girls. Therefore, the thesis has decided oimud on less conventional and
substantially less discussed form of traffickingrced labour, and mention concrete
examples of the magnitude of forced labour in the analysed countries. The case
study method has focused retrospectively on evbatsproceeded current problems, in
the case of Thailand, on Thai fishing industry thas caused the spread of migrant
trafficking from Burma and other countries to Thail to work on fishing boats at the
sea for years; and in the case of Burma for instathe issue of children being
trafficked and becoming child soldiers caused bltany repression in the country that

still remains present nowadays.

Hence, the thesis has shown that human trafficlanigdeed a complex phenomenon,
still representing a strong lucrative activity wawide, and whose interconnected
causes need to be fully addressed in order to leetalprevent and suppress this illegal

trade in human beings as a serious violation ofdrunghts.
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