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Abstract

In my bachelor thesis called A Tale of Two FirsttiNas in Canada: Surviving against
Adversity | am going to write about First Natiomang in Canada in general, and deal
with two distinct cultures in particular. | will @lain the terms: First Nations, Inuit and
Métis, but will concentrate only on the former. Jhihesis will also contain the history
of Canada refering to the Aboriginals’ presence Bndopean settlement activities. In
the practical part, | will introduce two First Nattis: the Osoyoos band and the Mi’kmag.
The history and the present situation of these mations will be described and their

ways of living will be compared.

Ve své bakal&ké praci, nazvanéi®eh dvou nérod pavodnich obyvatel Kanady:
Prezit navzdory nefizni osudu, se budu nejprve&novat obec# historii pivodnich
obyvatel Kanady, a poté se z&m na dva odliSné narody. Objasnim terminy
pouzivané k pojmenovanichto pivodnich narod a to First Nations, Inuit a Metis, ale
bude se sousdit jen na prvni zmimé. Tato prace bude obsahovat historii Kanady
vztahujici se k fitomnosti prvnich obyvatel a kolonizaci Kanady Epany. V praktické
casti gedstavim dva narody: Osoyoos a Mi'kmag. PopiSohish sodasnou situaci

téchto narod a na zaklagitoho porovnam jejich Zfsob Zivota.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This bachelor thesis deals with history of Canadld igs inhabitants. While taking the
course of Canadian studies | found the topic ofgewxous people of Canada very
interesting. | wanted to know something more alibatlives of the First Nations and
how they survived the hard times of having theids colonized by the Europeans.
Therefore my topic concentrates on comparison @ @anadian First Nations with
different life stories. The first, living on the stacoast had had unfortunate life, while

the other living out in Midwest has survived mudttér.

Canada is a country with about 33 million inhabisawhere the aboriginal
population stands at just under 2 million. As adrigresult, the number of Aboriginals
decreased dramatically but these days is growiraghagiccording to statistics, the
Aboriginal population has grown by 45 percent fré806 to 2006 that is almost six
times bigger than the non-Aboriginals’ growth. Frahe groups of Aboriginals, the

Métis are the ones who have grown the fastest.

My thesis therefore concentrates on the Aboriginatesence and shows the
attempts to conquer the land of Canada from thg &ares. It presents the relationship
between the First Nations and the newcomers, hewritst Nations have gone through
an evolution from prominence to obscurity and bckrominence in the conciousness
of Canadian society over a span of 500 years. Sulesdly, it mentions the two chosen
nations, the Ossoyoos band and the Mi'’kmaq. Thera decription of history and
culture of each nation, specification of their itemy, and a presentation of two
outstanding personalities, one of each chosen malfibis thesis also deals with the

current situation of these nations and their olktlimo the future.

1.1 My main questions:

i.  What was the relationship between indigenous peamdethe newcomers like?



ii.  What was the reason that the Ossoyoos band’s sthoflving has been going

up while the Mi’kmagq’s deteriorated?
1.2 Terminology

Before talking about the history of Canada andiitt inhabitants, we have to define

some terms such as First Nations, Inuit, Metis, igioals and Indians.

¢ Aboriginal people(s)

The term “Aboriginal people” is used to name &k toriginal people of North

America. (www.collectionscanada.gc.ca)

+ Indians

The word “Indians” is used to describe all theigrgshous people of Canada first
used by Christopher Columbus when he arrived toAimerica continent because he
thought he was in India. It is considered as amlatet term but it still persists. Some
people felt this was an offensive way to call themjt has recently been replaced by a
term First Nations. According to Collections Canggavw.collectionscanada.gc.ca)

there are three categories of Indians:
i.  Status Indians

Status Indians are people that are on the liseddidian Register that is the
official list of Federal Government. To be on ths the Indians have to satisfy

some criteria and then they get certain rightstzertefits for being on the list.
ii.  Non-Status Indians

Non-Status Indians are people who are not listedhenindian Register. They
are not recognized as Indians under the Indianb&ctiuse they cannot prove

their status or they have lost their status rights.



iii.  Treaty Indians

Treaty Indians are people who are counted as Riasibns because they had

signed a treaty with the British Colonial powers.
¢ First Nations

Because many people thought that to call the fimbabitants of Canada
“Indians” was offensive and inaccurate, by the XOfH@ term “First Nations” came into
common usage. This term refers to Indians thatedher Status or even Non-Status.
Some Indians adopted this term to call their comtyuiThe word “band” in their

names was substituted by “First Nation”. . (wwwledlionscanada.gc.ca)
¢ Amerindians

Amerindians is another term used to call all th&giganous people of Canada. It

is substituable with the terms First Nations amidns. . (www.collectionscanada.gc.ca)

¢ Inuit

Inuit is a term to call the Aboriginal people lignn Arctic Canada mostly in
Nunavut, the Northwest Territories and northerntgpaf Labrador and Quebec. They
used to be called by a term “Eskimo”, a name nadusn Canada anymore. .

(www.collectionscanada.gc.ca)

The Inuit came to Canada about fifteen years #gd,means much later than the
First Nations and that is why they are ethnicalffedent.

+ Meétis

Métis are Aboriginal people that have “mixed bladd the past it was a term to
call children of European traders and indigenousesm. Today it is used to describe
any people with mixed European and First Nations cesainy.

(www.collectionscanada.gc.ca)



In my thesis for the purpose of convenience |lshsé the terms First Nations
and Amerindians. This work will not concentratetba Inuit nor the Métis.
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2. HISTORY OF THE FIRST NATIONS

2.1 Before the arrival of the Europeans

The indigenous people of Canada are the first imdats of that country. They have
lived there long before the first Europeans canuéniobody knows where exactly their
history begins. “That people were living in the Amas during the later Ice Age is no
longer debated; what is not agreed on is when thement from the Old World to the
New began.” (Dickason 2002 20)

We do not know much about how the First Nations hadd before the
Europeans came. It is because the Amerindians Mitgrate and the Europeans did not
understand their language during the time of th& #ncounters. So all we know is

based on:
¢ Archeological digs
¢ Oral stories
¢ Church writings
¢ Trade records

Because Canada is a large country, the populatiothe early times was
scattered. It is thought that the most populatetgd were on the Northwest coast,
today’s British Columbia, as there are the plated aire abundant in easily available
resources. (Dickason 2002 63) First Nations werestiyjohunters and gatherers,
although there were several who were partly aguced or influenced with farming.

Those living on the coast were also sea-oriented.
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2.1.1 Social organization

The First Nations lived in groups that were indejmrt and sometimes interconnected
through intermarriges when wives usually lived withsbands’ band. They can be

divided into four groups according to how they wiexaking for food:
¢ Farmers
¢ Seafaring tribes
¢ Hunters and gatherers
¢ Warriors

Some of these categories were overlapping, howdwar.example the Haida
nation were good hunters and gatherers, warriotdsaéso fishermen. Much depended
on the territory where the tribe lived. If the EiMation lived by the sea, it did not mean
that all members had to be fishermen but they caldd be for example hunters and

gatherers.

Amerindians lived in social organizations with aethwhose authority was not
based on using force but mostly just to spreadctremon will in peace. The chiefs’
biggest power was in their ability to persuade. &&e say that First Nations’ power was
hidden in words and songs. (Dickason 2002 66) Ansmge of the nations, shamans
were strongly repected. These people had a spauldly for communicating with non-
material world. They believed shamans with theiweo could prevent or even cure
diseases. (Dickason 2002 81)

¢ Language

Each nation has its own language. Most of thesgulages had just speaking
form. The First nations did not know how to writedgust few of them used symbols to

express their thoughts. The writing system wag ldéeloped by the Europeans who
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also taught the Amerindians to speak English omé&he Nowadays, most of the
Aboriginals speak English and their traditionalgaage is in the risk of extinction.

2.1.2 Trading

The First Nations had traded with each other ewaforb the Europeans came. It was
mostly because of experiencing uneven supply auregs. Trade among the nations
was meant to bring the needed goods. The impartguirement for this exchange was
a good relationship. The Indians had a sense falitguand prestige, more important to
them than wealth. When visiting each other on spemicasions such as weddings or
name-giving they brought some gifts. This gift giyiwas very essential for negotiating
and alliances with other peoples. Gifts were alseduin place of words to express
feelings of being sorry or to reconcile with som@ypoExamples of goods traded:
copper, cherts, flints or shells, depending on riggion of the giving people. These
goods sometimes traveled a long way as archeatolgishd some items far away from
the place of its origin. This raises the questibmaw they communicated during the

exchange since every nation had a different langu@jckason 2002 76-79)

2.2 Contact with the Europeans

Almost everything about the Native people of Canagaknow is from the Europeans
who came there first. The first evidence of theicaunter is dated to about A.D. 1000.
It was the Norse, who first encountered the indigesnof Canada, also known as the

Vikings.

Further European contact with First Nations ocaliire what is today eastern
Canada and involved mostly the Beothuk and the @arsne of whom exist today. The

first meetings were peaceful in the beginning. kason 2002 86-89)
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During these first European voyages to the New Wdrkre was a custom of
the Europeans kidnapping the indigenous peopleania@a and taking them to Europe
as trophies to show the people back home thatréedly reached the lands beyond the
ocean and also to teach the Indians their langgsagkter they could guide them in
Canada. This was not so easy. Many Indians dietherway. The rest who survived
usually died in Europe because of different lifaditions and diet. (Dickason 2002 89)

2.2.1 Why did the Europeans come to the New World?

What was the Europeans’ purpose of coming to the M&rld? According to the J.R.

Miller they came for four reasons:

1) Fishing

The first Europeans came to Canada to fish as tlamtic waters were rich of fish.
The Europeans sent out a huge number of boats geary They were in need of
non-animal flesh because their religion dietaryesumade the faithful not to eat
animal flesh up to five months of a year. Duringsh expeditions they met on the
sea but also on the shores when the strangersdaoaky caught fish. (Miller 2001
38)

2) Fur trading

The European fishermen sometimes met with the MagrMaliset and Iroquios or

other First Nations during their voyages to thaerasshores of North America. The
second major industry to be developed from theseialaencounters was the fur
trade. The most we know about this activity is frtme records kept by Jacques
Cartier's (The great French explorer who had claimeéhat is now Canada for

France) voyages. He described how he met the Mitkimd 534. He wrote that they
were shouting at his crew. According to the Mrkrsagesturing they understood

14



they should come ashore to trade fur which wasaldéuin Europe. This side
activity rapidly became the main purpose of thedpeans’ voyages. (Miller 2001
38-39)

Jacques Cartier (December 31, 1491 — Septemb&57T) 1

(www.emersonkent.com)

3) Exploration

The third important activity was exploration. JaeguCartier was not just a boat
captain but rather a map-maker and explorer. At tthee of his voyages the
Europeans had already known about the natural weélthe Far East and also that
the Earth was round. So when the sailors went thegtwere in fact looking for the
shortest way to Asia. But they encountered a nemtiment with their inhabitants.
First Columbus and later even Cartier thought thag reached the Far East. Soon
Cartier found out he was in a new world so he neged from finding the way to
Asia to exploring the New World. (Miller 2001 39)
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4) Faith

The last motive occurred during the contacts iff' t&ntury and later when a
resurgence of Christian religious ardour appeanewestern Europe. It prompted
the leaders of European countries to sponsor mias&s to many parts of the world.
The Europeans were trying to convert indigenouspigedo Christianity. The
missionaries were often sent alongside the furetiadMiller 2001 39)

For all of these motives, the First Nations wesseatial partners for newcomers
to success. The Europeans needed the Mi'’kmaq hetp to fish and afterwards to
safely dry the caught fish. They were essentiatlieir trading activities and later their
proselyting. They needed the Natives’ cooperatiomywledge, and technology to
survive in a land full of dangerous woods and wa#sts. Newcomers needed the
Natives’ permission to come to their territory. Tiewhy a good relationship was so

important especially in the beginning. (Miller 208Q)

In a new stage of history, the exact date varynogn region to region, the
Europeans found the First Nations more as an dbstlaan essential allies. They were
no more needed, not even valued as partners. Winaed this new period was the
military, economic and other changes in which tiretANations were less essential to
the newcomers. The Europeans living in Canadafoansd their economic interests to
activities where their former allies and fur-trgolrtners were not needed anymore or,
worse, they seemed to become an obstacle. For éxahm First Nations living in
places known today as the Province of Ontario uked lands for hunting, fishing,
gathering, and trading, and came into conflict viatiropean settlers, who wanted to cut
down the forests to make farms or build towns. [@1i2001 43-44)

2.2.2 Consequences of the encounter with the Europe  ans

Until the 18" century, the presence of the Europeans in notévea€anada was based
on good relatinships with the indigenous peoplee Tative people tolerated their
presence and made their activities easier. Thisndidmean that it did not cause any

problems for the First Nations. The strangers binbwgth them new diseases such as
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measles that bothered the Europeans just a lgttause of their acquired immunity but
were devastating to the indigenous people becduselisease was not known to them
and so they had little or no resistance to it. Méoethe Natives new diseases appeared,
for example smallpox, that had even worse consaxpsernother problem was caused
by bringing alcohol beverages to Canada. The Ewamgentroduced brandy or rum
drinking during the fur trade to the people who had no experience with it before the
encounter. (Miller 2001 41)

On the other hand, the Europeans brought somegoneds and technologies that
helped the First Nations. They introduced blankiets kettles, guns, gun powder and
other new tools that made the Aboriginals’ lifeieas

2.2.3 Colonial wars

In the beginning of the 1700s, the relationshipwieein indigenous people and
newcomers even strengthened. Prior to this time,Bbropeans perceived the First
Nations as partners for fur trade and the threeratiotives mentioned, but from about
1700 to 1814 the diplomacy and military alliancesravthe most important. The
English with their colonies in the south and therféh colonists to the north were
fighting for dominance in Canada. To complete theogeans powers’ target, they
needed the Natives as allies and possible warfighiier 2001 41-42)

Canada proudly states that colonizing the land ativds was peaceful. Despite
Canadian claims to the contrary, there were somg-lasting wars. The Iroquois War
where the Five Nations were fighting against NeanEe starting in 1609 and finishing
in 1701, and the longer Mi’lkmaq War that lastedrfrb613 to 1763. These wars though
had some breaks and some historians divide thesrtw, four or more. As we can see
the most American-Indian wars took place in thetezasparts of Canada. (Dickason
2002 149)
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The relationship between the newcomers and indigeipeople had a generally
positive character before 1700s. Later when Fiegidds made diplomatic and military
ties with the Europeans it had negative effectshmm. As the Natives were fighting
with one European partner against the other inavarthat ended with the war of 1812,
it caused a loss of many lives. First Nations hotresl alliance with either British,
French or Americans would bring a victory of a poweho would respect their
territorial rights. Unfortunately it did not happes they expected. The War of the
American Revolution is an example of this terrilbéality. After this battle, all the
indigenous people who supported the Americansugtibagainst them ended up losing
their lands. (Miller 2001 42)

2.3 Problems and benefits

The encounter of the First Nations with the newcanieought some problems among
the Amerindians as well as they benefited fronTite main problems were caused by
introduction of alcohol, setting up reserves anthldshing residential schools to

assimilate the Amerindians into European lifestylee benefits came from the fur trade
where the First Nations got new tools in exchamgetfe fur.

2.3.1. Alcohol and drug abuse

The alcohol was first introduced to the First Natidy the Europeans. From that time
the Amerindians started to use it. Because of easylibility of the alcohol, its use
greatly expanded. Some of them got addicted td@hts problem is persisting until
today. According to the latest research the alcaimlse among the First Nations is
more than double compared to non-Natives. The factelated to alcohol abuse

nowadays are:

» A history of physical abuse
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» A history of sexual abuse

» A familial history of alcoholism

» Exposure to alcohol and drugs

» Childhood neglect

» Depression

» Attendance at residential/boarding schools

» Being a victim of violence (www.mcscs.jus.gov.on.ca

2.3.2. New equipment

When the Europeans came to what is now Canada,bibggn to trade with the First
Nations who provided fur and got in exchange thitigsy did not know before. The
Europeans brought metal and cloth goods such askimores and axes, awls, copper
kettles, blankets and trinkets. The Spanish exmormeere also the ones who first
introduced horses to the Amerindians. (www.disceeaz.com) All these things

improved the First Nations lifestyle and made thas easier.

2.3.3. Reserves

By the 19" century, the First Nations became less essentthlet Europeans. More than
that, they were regarded as an obstacle. This eh&agppened in different times
depending on the region, from the 1700s in Atlattanada until early fbcentury in
the north.The reason was that the Europeans alitahe wars did not need the
indigenous people as military allies nor for thersmmic reasons. The Euro-Canadians

changed their economic interests from the ones ritede them to be dependent on
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Amerindians to the ones where they found the inthge people unnecessary or even
an obstacle. The wheat economy was developed anduthtrade dominance was
replaced by mining. At this time a large numbemamigrants from Great Britain were
coming to settle. The newcomers came into a canfiith their former partners because
they wanted to cut down the forests to make farnts duild towns. The consequences
of this were very drastic. (Miller 2001 43-44)

¢ Treaties

The First Nations situated on the east coast ofaGammade treaties before
confederation and the rest of them during th® a8d 28" century. These treties were
made to define the relationship between the goventrof Canada (or Great Britain
before 1867) and the Amerindians as well as estabights to land and its resources. It
was necessary to make the negotiations for botkaoh their goals. The Amerindians
acted mostly passive and did not really understhatby signing the treaties they gave
the Euro-Canadians permission to access theitdees to perform their activities. The
Euro-Canadians set up reserves for the indigen@maple that were very small
compared to the First Nations original territoryatér they felt victimized by the
government as they could not use their traditidaradls. This situation pressurized them
into changing their life styles. For example if tBaropeans took over the land by the
sea the Amerindians who were fishermen had to ger ¢ gathering, hunting or
farming. In the 20 century the Amerindians started to call for tHefds and also for

compensations for lost resources to date. (wwwgacglca)

By 1900 the Euro-Canadians comprised the majomitglinost every region. At
this point of time, non-Natives as a majority f&liperior. This caused that they wanted
to assimilate indigenous people to European styl tncluded the conversion to
Christianity, eradication of Aboriginal identity drulture. (Miller 2001 43-45)
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2.3.4. Residential schools

In the 19" century the church-state cooperation resultedfabedation of residential

schools. These schools were set up by federal gmant and run by churches, mostly
Roman Catholic and Anglican. The first school wasaklished in the 1840s to
assimilate First Nations’ children into Euro-Caraadsociety. The government thought
it was easier to change children than adults. @mldvere taken away from their
families involuntarily and spent usually around t@onths a year in the institution.
Most of them who survived boarding school say thal felt like going to a prison.

First they were brought there they got a stamp rammdber and never were called by
their original names anymore. They had separategrams for girls and for boys that is
why brothers and sisters did not see each other gwhey were in the same facility.

(www.cbc.ca)

Every school had little different rules but modttbem were very similar.
Children were not allowed to speak their own lamguar practise native traditions. If
they did so they were punished. All these yearssthdents lived in bad life-conditions
and often experienced emotional and physical aluisartunately some of them were
also sexually abused. The children living in thesleools did not know how the life in a
normal family was. All their letters to their patsmad to be written in English and their

parents speaking just their own language coulduinderstand them. (www.cbc.ca)

In 1996 the last residential school was closedil Wimen there were more than
80 schools with around 150,000 students removenh fifeeir families and forced to
attend. Even when they got back home they couldliget normal lives. Boarding
schools left bad consequences. Because of praimbiti speak their native language,
the children lost the ability to speak it. Whenytlkame home, they felt like they did not
belong there, they could not help their parentsabse they did not know how to, and
became ashamed of their native heritage. It didafifeict just them but also the next
generation. Because they did not grow up with thanents, they did not know how to

raise their own children. (www.cbc.ca)
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We know that the time when First Nations were édrd¢o attend residential
schools was very hard for them. From being vitah®newcomers, they ended up to be
on the margins of society. Many of them did notvawg this hard time and the number
of them lowered to 100,000 as the government razedrby the 1920s. This loss was
not only due to the bad effects of the residensahool system. Despite the
marginalization and poverty, they tried to enfobeek their former rights. (PFI pg 46)
In 1990 Phil Fontaine introduced the bad situatisuch as emotional, physical and
sexual abuse on students, to the churches invatvethning residential schools. A year
later the Royal Commition on Aboriginal People walled and the hearings uncovered
many personal stories full of abuse. In 1998, theeghment of Canada announced
Canada’s Aboriginal Action Plan, which should hedgenew the partnership with First
Nations. The government admited their mistakestadldo residential schools and

apologised for everything. (www.esask.uregina.ca)

On June 1% the Prime Minister Stephen Harper stood in the deowf
Commons and made a public apology for residenthbasls. He apologized to the
approximately 80,000 living former students, athity members and communities that

what the government of Canada did was wrong.

“We now recognize that it was wrong to separatddcan from rich and vibrant
cultures and traditions, that it created a voidrnmany lives and communities, and we
apologize for having done this.” ( Prime Ministeilefhen Harper: Residential Schools
Apology. 11.6. 2008)

The government also apologized for the abuse thielreh experienced in
residential schools. Stephen Harper is askingdagiveness, although he confesses it is
hard and it takes a long time. At the end he premi® do steps toward healing and

reconciliation.(www.cbc.ca)

This Apology is definitely very nice and catchytlwas he really serious about
everything he said? When we read the Australiaregovent apology made by the

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd the same year just a feanths before Canadians, we can
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see many similarities. It casts doubt if StephempElawas saying truth or was just
copying the Australians’ steps. Anyway we will fiodt only if the Government fulfils

its obligations or not.

23



3. PRESENT SITUATION OF THE FIRST NATIONS

Setting up reserves and establishing residentiabds for the Amerindians resulted
into growing poverty, unemployment and diseasesrgntioe First Nations. Losing their
lands made them so desperate that in the |dtedstury they started to revolt and fight
for their rights.

3.1. Native activism

The first half of the 28 century there is almost no documents about antivi$ the

Aboriginals. So was there any or not? This is pustypothetical question and | do not
know the answer. The only people who know are ir& Rations and the government.
According to me, there had to be some activism. bdathe government was trying to

cover it up because they did not want it to becarpeblic concern.

From the 1970’s we have much more informationfiist the stategies of native
activism were mostly petitions, demonstrations, lijgulsampaigns and some legal
actions. These activities were passed by the gowemh or sometimes they promised
they would do something but at the end nothing geen(Point 1991 124-129)

3.2. Healing and Reconciliation

By the early 1990’s the First Nations came out vaitAny stories about the sexual and
physical abuse at residential schools and that nthde Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP) to publicly confirm thesteries were true and to confess
that it was a mistake to take children out of thimilies. After this the Federal
Government of Canada put out a Statement of Ream. The aim of the
reconciliation was to educate all inhabitants oh&#a about the history and culture of
the Aboriginal people. In the 1998 the Aboriginaaling Foundation was established
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to distribute $350 million to the Aboriginals asngeensation. Finally the government
acted. But | do not think that money or apology change what happened. It definitely
helps the First Nations to move on but does nosesrthe harmful memories.

(www.legacyofhope.ca)

3.3. Education

Many changes happened in the Amerindians educatitmthe end of the residential
schools. Although the last residential school wiasex in 1996, these changes have
already started in 1950s when the Government dtadebuild day schools on the
reserves. Many Amerindians have a different refetidp to education than non-
Aboriginals and it is caused mainly by the bad elgmees from residential schools.
Also, there are many other problems that had dautted the education gap between the
First Nations and non-Aboriginal Canadians. On¢hefproblems is the bad condition
of buildings. Another can be a high drop-out rétesw.canadachannel.ca) According
to Labour Force Survey data, for 2007/2010, ambegdHirst Nations living off-reserve
aged 20 to 24 the droppout rate was 22.6% comptredon-Aboriginals’ 8.1%.

(www.statcan.gc.ca)

3.4. Unemployment

The Amerindians have high rates of unemloyment,oatmwice higher than non-
Aboriginals. Employment correlates with educationl #hat is why the main strategy to
reduce unemployment amongst Aboriginals is to ihirde enhancement of Aboriginal
children’s education. It is a problem to find a jolo educated Aboriginal people living
on reserve because all meaningful employment oppibiés are in the cities. This
forces the Aboriginals to choose between identityd aemployment. (National

Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal Health 2009-Pa)
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Unemployment rates for the Aboriginal and Non-Aoral population, Canada, 2001 and 2006.

Unemployment rate (%) 2001 ® 2006°
Total Aboriginal population 17.4 13.2
Non-Aboriginal population 6.0 5.2

(www12.statcan.ca)

3.5. Poverty and ill-health

Poverty and ill-health are inextricably linked tacl other. The worse the economic
situation of people, the worse their health. (Naio Collaborating Centre for
Aboriginal Health 2009-2010b) Poverty does not htvbe just the need of money but

also lack of education or unemployment.

In Canada poverty has been a big problem of Abmaigpeople. It has gotten
somewhat better since The 1996 Royal CommissioAbmriginal Peoples (RCAP) but
statistics show that there is still a big gap betwé&irst Nations and non-Aboriginal
Canadians. (National Collaborating Centre for Abo@l Health, 2009-2010)
Approximately one in four Aboriginal children livéis poverty and if we talk just about
off-reserve ones then it is about 40%. Poor Fiigidhs families are living in crowded
homes with little or no access to clean water andesexperience hunger. (www.psac-

afpc.com)
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3. THE STORY OF TWO FIRST NATIONS

3.1. The Osoyoos

The Osoyoos Indian Band belongs to the Okanagaimwmathere are about 400
Osoyoos people living on the reserve in these dalgs.name Osoyoos means in the
Okanagan language “the narrows” or “the place wheeelakes come together”.

3.1.1. Territory

Territory of the Okanagan nation
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(www.okanaganfirstpeoples.ca)
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The Osoyoos Indian Band territory has 32,000 aemss is situated in the
Okanagan Valley, British Columbia. Their land ist neaching any sea. It is a
combination of desert tracts and agricultural lavith great conditions for vineyards.
The whole Okanagan Nation’s territory is spreads&ithe south of British Columbia

and exceeds to the north of Washington in the U&®w.nkmip.com)

3.1.2. Culture

Language

The Osoyoos as well as all Okanagan nation peopéaks the Nsyilxcen
belonging to the Salishan language family. The peam settlement in the Okanagan
nation area has affected not just the aboriginapjees lives but also their language.
Because the children in residential schools wereatiowed to speak their mother
language the Nsyilxcen appeared in danger of exdimcNowadays the Okanagan First
Peoples are fighting for their language to survibg teaching it at schools.

(www.okanaganfirstpeoples.ca)

Traditional way of living

The Okanagan people were mostly hunters and gath@nd were noted as
semi-nomadic. Before the Europens arrival, the eglat aboriginals moved freely
through their whole territory. With traps they hedittarge animals and for smaller ones
they used bows and arrows or nets. All caught fwad shared by all members of the
band and what has left they preseved for wintee tifo move from place to place they
were using dugout or bark canoes. During the wititey were using snowshoes to go
get food. In the 18 century horses were introduced to the Okanagapl@emd it made

it easier for them to move. (Kennedy, Bouchard 2012
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The chief represents every band of the Okanagéonnéle is the one who leads,
protects the land and natural laws and represbatsdammon will. He puts the people

before himself but has a strong authority.

Housing

The Okanagan nation dwellings were pithousesegi@nd tule-mat lodges.
Pithouses were winter dwellings built of wood patesered with mats and sod and part
of it was sunken to the ground. As the Okanagampleetravveled a lot during the year
their homes were made out of portable and reusablerials. (Kennedy, Bouchard,
2012)

pithouse

(www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com)

Traditional beliefs

The Osoyoos call the Great Spirit they believeSalfa’. As the Mi’kmagq they
also had shamans with their powers in healing digl renewing ties with the

supernatural. They think there is a postmortemdifd the world of the dead is very far,
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removed the world of living, usually beyond a greater or in the underworld.

(www.okanaganfirstpeoples.ca)

The Osoyoos held many ceremonies for special ameaghat included dancing
and singing. One of these ceremonies is the Wiaterdian Spirit Dance. This is an
event where the medicine man is participating tmmaoinicate his spirit powers in
public. It takes one to several nights of dancing ainging for the need of the sick.

During this ceremony the host gives gifts to thegis. (www.okanaganfirstpeoples.ca)
3.1.3. Hard times of the Osoyoos

The Osoyoos first met with the European fur traderthe early 1800s. The fur trade
was later followed by the gold rush that signifitgraffected the Amerindians’ lives.
By finding gold the Europeans became more intetestehis area and started to settle
there in big numbers. As many miners looking foldgeere coming usually with their
families, there was a demand for land. This meanttlie aboriginal population that
they were pushed away from the land that was neddednew settlement.

(www.okanaganfirstpeoples.ca)

As every other First Nation in Canada, the Osoywabto go through some hard
times in the past as a result of the encounter wWith Europeans, such as disease

epidemics, drug and alcohol abuse and residemtialating.

Disease epidemics

It is hard to find any information about the Osogaoing through any disease
epidemic. They might have had some but definitedy any that would have been
devastating. It might be caused by the encountén tie Europeans that happened
about two hundred years later than with the natmnthe east coast. The Europeans by
that time could have had brought medicines, soFih& Nations they meet would be

treated.
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Residential schools

Some Osoyoos members were sent to residentiabksctiat were far from their
original territory. On the other hand, many of thetayed in a boarding school built in
1914 on the Osoyoos reserve that was financed éyclief George Baptiste. The
teacher at this school was an Irishman named Agthgalsh who was interested in
aboriginal culture and encouraged children in ad atory telling. Drawing, painting
and telling stories was expressing traditionalureltand everyday realities as well as it

helped to evolve the children’s identity. (www.meituel-virtualmuseum.ca)

Why did the children go to a residential schoolt thas not on their reserve?
The residential schools started to spread acras€#mnada already in the"™ @entury
and the boarding school on the Osoyoos reservebwidtsin 1914. In the meantime
children were taken from the Osoyoos families aaddported to different area. After

that probably all the children stayed in the schmotheir reserve.

3.1.4. Current situation

Nowadays the Osoyoos Indian Band (OIB) is one ef miost successful aboriginal
nations in Canada. Their leadership style and eoemachievements are astonishing.
The success started in 1988 (www.bccontacts.netstablishing of the Osoyoos Indian
Band Development Corporation (OIBDC). The presidgn®IBDC is Clarence Louie.
His aim is to develop an independent and sustanabbnomy. The OIBDC runs
businesses but also provides suppotive educateaithhand social services. The results
are no unemployment and finacial independence. (wwadc.ca)

Economy

The economy of the Osoyoos is said to be the dr@sing all the First Nations
across Canada. They have highly regarded vineyard<cellars. For tourist they offer
many services such as cultural centres, hotel spthand golf course. On their reserve
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there is also a gas station and other small bus#sed heir economy is growing very
fast. The revenue of OIBDC was on the increase88b from the year 2000 to 2004.
According to OIBDC Annual Report in 2004 the reventeached $13,270,902.

(www.afoa.ca)
Some businesses run by OIBDC are:

¢ NK'MIP DESERT CULTURAL CENTRE

¢ NK'MIP RV Park

¢ NK'MIP Cellars

¢ NK'MIP Gas Bar and Convenience Store

¢ OIB HOLDINGS CORPORATION (Land Leases)

¢ NK'MIP Vineyards

¢ Spirit Ridge Vineyard Resort & Spa (www.fngovernaweg)
Education

To educate children there is a preschool and gsaldeol. These schools expect
to teach and graduate the future leaders. As tmsl bvants all children to be educated
there is also a special program at Osoyoos Secpr&tdrool. This program is called
Osoyoos Alternate School of Independent Studiedtargbal is to support children that
struggle with some behavioral issues by providimgjvidualized one-to-one learning.

(www.sd53.bc.ca)

Unemployment

The unemployment rate within the Osoyoos is uelalle 0%. The businesses
run by the OIBDC employ all the people of their coonity. They have so many job

opportunities that they employ even members ofhimgring nations and white people.
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(Hamilton 2012) The OIBDC offers about 1000 jobsiakhis more than twice the

number of members of the Osoyoos.

3.1.5. An outstanding individual - Chief Clarence L  ouie

Clarence Louie

(www.turtleisland.org)

Clarence Louie is one of the most famous peoplienohg allegiance to Osoyoos
band. He was first elected as a chief of the Ossyramd in 1985 and since then he has
lost only one election. He is the one who helpeddanomic growth of his band. As the
land is mostly deserts, the economy he has buifioisbased on looking for natural
resources but on running businesses that provioe o the Osoyoos people. Many
other aboriginal people living on reserves suffemf unemployment and Clarence
Louie is an example that there is a way how thepatchave to be economic dependent
and still can keep their traditions. His commurofyabout 450 members has very low
unemployment, if any at all. He encourages peapbttcate themselves and work hard.

(www.theglobeandmail.com)
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“To improve your quality of life, you either go to school or get a job.“ said Louie

He talks up hard working to make as big profitpassible for the common good of all
the Osoyoos and not just for individual enrichmétg.has won many awards and he is
probably Canada’s best and most successful Abaligeader. The leadership he
admits as the best one is the one where the chiedti leading the people but follows

them.(www.theglobeandmail.com)

“trying to involve everyone on reserve in business decisions is a failure. | like the
corporate motto of the Norway House Cree: ‘If every objection must be overcome,
nothing will ever be accomplished’. Leadership means developing a critical mass of

support, not total agreement” (McBride 2001 13)

3.1.6 View to the future

The future is always just about speculation. Theetu situation of the Osoyoos band is
so excellent that | am sure these indigenous pewjllebe succesful even in the
following years. They are doing their best in rurghbusinesses to make the future even
better than is today. It confirms the chief Clahouie when he saysWe are very
focused on the future, and we realize that we erehts future by our actions. The
single most important key to First Nation self-aelce is economic developmenthe
problem can appear after the chief Clarence Laigipssdown from his post as a chief
and also as a president of the OIBDC. His followas to continue the way of business
Louie started and that will not be easy. We careekphis follower to be as good as
Louie because the Osoyoos band established sahoaidmbers and does everything
that is possible to teach children. The OIBDC Hhated that most of their best workers
are over 60 years old. They learned how to worklasmdl in the times when there was
no welfare and no empoyment insurance. That is ethycating of children is so

important.
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3.2. The Mi‘kmagq

The Mi'kmaqg is a First Nation living on the eastasb of Canada, chiefly in the
Province of Nova Scotia. The name Mi’kmag means ‘fngnds” in their language.

They used to call themselves Lnu'k but nowadays pinefer the name Mi'’kmag.

3.2.1 Territory

The Territory of the Mi’kmaq
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(www.danielnpaul.com)

The territory of the Mi’kmagq is situated on the teasast of Canada. They
occupied what is now Nova Scotia, Prince Edwarahid) a part of the Gaspé Peninsula
and eastern New Brunswick. They called their lalifkKma’ki” and was divided into
seven districts. Each of these parts was calledordic to its geographical
characteristics such as “Wild Potato Area” or tsland that they named “Lying in the

Water”. Their traditional territory got smaller Bize until today. Nowadays there are
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approximately 35 reserves across the Nova Scotibleshed during the 30century.

(Www.muiniskw.org)
3.2.2. Culture

Traditional way of living

The Mi'’kmaq were fishermen as well as hunters aaitigrers. The composition
and localization of the settlement varied during thfferent seasons. In the fall and
winter they split into smaller groups to hunt sea®ose, caribou, beaver and bear.
During the spring time they joined together andhdi$ for smelts, herrings, sea birds
and salmon. In summer the Mi’kmagq fished and gattheshellfish. When they met with
the Europeans in the $6entury, they started to orient themselves moréamting
because of the fur trade. They used arrows, bodspears to catch larger animals and
snares and deadfall traps for smaller ones. These their traditional tools that were
replaced by new tools they gained from fur tradethwithe Europeans.

(www.heritage.nf.ca)

The Mi’kmaq governing was not very complicated. Tdrgest political unit was
called “village-band” that was made up of relatadchilies who shared resources and

had at least one chief whose position was hergdifamww.firstpeoplesofcanada.com)

Housing

The Mi'’kmaqg built dome-shaped wigwams to live inigWwams were small
dwellings designed for one family. Because of iz g9t was easier to transport the
wigwams than the longhouses and it was always thr@em’s job to take it down and

set it up again.
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wigwam

(www.firstpeoplesofcanada.com)

Language

The language of the Mi'’kmaq is called Mikmawisimkdabelongs to the
Algonquin language group. Because of a large tewittheir language has many
dialects. It was originally written with a hieroglyic system and by the end of"19
century there was a system of writing of mi’kmaegdaage with Latin alphabet
developed by Silas T. Rand. Due to the long impéthe French, there are many words
taken from French language. (www.omniglot.com)

“I look at my family tree | see the French infleenon my own family. When | listen to
the Mi'kmag language | hear Mi'kmag words borrowesin the French.” ...."Our

language reflects the influence of French speakestgbly the word "Magasan™ for
store.” (Doyle-Bedwell 2004)

Belief system

We know much less about the traditional belief eysbf eastern nations than
about nations living in the west. It is becausehiinged with the European arrival and
we have no records of how it was before they hadecoVhat we know is that the

Mi'’kmaqg did not distinguish the natural from supatural or spiritual. Every person,
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animal, stone, sun and simply everything arounchas, according to the Mi’kmaq
beliefs, a soul. They believed in what they cal@dscap (the Great Spirit) that has
created the Earth. For the connection with spilisy had Shamans. Shamans were
people living among who had a special ability t@lhéinesses and to interpret the

spiritual world to the people. (www.multiculturafeada.ca

The Mi'’kmaq held some annual ceremonies where th@ewillage participated.
“In the Mi’kmag springtime ritual, a woman tendedacred fire for a specified length
of time, after which she and the village chief maptaited in a revitalization ceremony.”
(http://lwww.multiculturalcanada.ca/Encyclopedia/faZ/6) As many other nations
they also practised the pipe ceremony. The pipé&doeiused individualy or in a group.
The sweetgrass was smoked to purify the area dsawehe participating people who
were gathering in a circle. This ceremony was usechll the Spirits to join the First

Nation. (www.multiculturalcanada.ca)

Pipe ceremony

(www . firstpeople.us)
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After Henri Membertou (the chief of the Mi’kmaqg r@t) accepted baptism in
the beginning of 1% century, many Mi’kmagq people followed him. TheiatBolic
beliefs confirm the celebration of St. Ann’s dagttis held by the Mi’kmagq every year
and has been kept alive since the 1600s until pteésee. “St. Ann is the grandmother
saint of the Mi’kmaq, and her feast is held eaclryen July 26. On the Sunday
following that date, there is the “Tewa’lud (Tak&ut)’- the ceremony where a statue
of St. Ann is taken to the rock where Abbe Maillaite Apostle of the Mi’kmagq, used
to teach.” (Rita Joe, 1999: 33)

3.2.3. Hard times of the Mi’kmaq

Because the land of the Mi’kmaqg was situated ingast of Canada they were one of
the first nations that met with the Europeans. Toeated an alliance with the French
which was not unfurtunately the winning side toetalWhen the English defeated and
deported the French, the Mi'’kmaqg remained in theifWtaes and they are there until
today. The long impact of the Europeans influentbedt lives. The Mi'’kmaq suffered a
big population loss due to epidemic diseases anel afs alcohol. (McMillan,
Yellowhorn 2004 56-62)

Disease epidemics

In the early 1% century there was a big smallpox epidemic throtigé
Amerindians on the east coast of Canada. This epadkilled about three quarters of
the Mi’kmaq and that meant that the population edased to 4,000 from the original
20,000. (www.dickshovel.com) Another sources tabowt unbelievable loss from
35,000 people to 3,000. (www.newworldencycloped@.8ecause we do not know the
exact pre-contact number of population of the Midgn these numbers are just

estimates. But what we are sure about is thab8sewas significant.

Another epidemic took part in the middle of thd T&ntury in Nova Scotia. The

diseases spread this time were smallpox again goldus. This caused one-third
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population loss among the Mi’kmagq. The rest thavised suffered from hunger and
the lack of cloth to keep warm during cold wintgrawrence 2002 33-36)

Residential schools

Before residential schools there were a few omened schools built by the
Government on the Mi'’kmaq reserves. The Mi'’kmag evaot interested in attending
such schools because the teaching did not refieat ¢ulture nor was teaching in their
language. In 1930 the Shubenacadie residentialosaspened in Nova Scotia. It is
estimated that there were about 1,000 Mi’kmaqg céiidtaken out of their families
across the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and tatesg to the residential school.
(www.danielnpaul.com) As any other children attexgdiresidential schools, the
Mi’kmag children suffered from physical and sexablse. The famous Mi'kmaq poet
Rita Joe also went to the Shubenacadie residestiedol and wrote a poem about her

experience:

I lost my talk
The talk you took away
When | was a little girl

At Shubenacadie school.

You snatched it away;
| speak like you
| think like you
| create like you

The scrambled ballad, about my word.

Two ways | talk
Both ways | say,

Your way is more powerful.
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So gently | offer my hand and ask,
Let me find my talk

So | can teach you about me.

(Rita Joe 1996 55)

Rita Joe (1996) does not talk just about bad espee though. Of course it was
not an easy part of her life, but she also madeesii@nds there. She is writing about
the nuns that took a good care of them. During samarthey treated them very nicely

and Rita Joe had a good relationship with them.

3.2.4. Current situation of the Mi'’kmagq

It is estimated that there are over 26,000 Mi’knpagple living on the east of Canada
today. Currently most of the Mi’kmaqg populationds/ on reserve. Living on reserve
has some advantages such as keeping their origgudge and being close to the
relatives but there are many more disadvantagesyMathe Mi’kmaq moved to the
cities in the northeast of the USA. In Boston thisra Mi’kmag community larger that
many reserves in Canada. They moved there to st fome of them stayed there but
many returned to their original reserve becausg ttmild not get used to the city
lifestyle. (McMillan, Yellowhorn 2004 64)

The problems, among the Mi'’kmaq living on reserage low education
standards and high unemloyment rate that is foltbtwe a high suicide rate, poverty
and drug abuse. The most common jobs availableeserves are fishing, lobster
trapping and basket manufacturing. There are fewllsbusinesses running by the
Mi'kmag such as oyster farm in Eskasoni or sawnmllShubenacadie. (McMillan,
Yellowhorn 2004 64-66)
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Good livelihood among the Mi'’kmag is rare and it ggen worse for a while
after Donald Marshall a member of the Mi'’kmaq natiwwas convicted of fishing eels
out of season, fishing without a licence, and fighivith illegal nets. The Mi'’kmaq
were frustrated from the disability to fish whenewnd wherever they want. This
would mean they lose their jobs as fishermen. Batddd Marshall appeared to a higher
court where he won the legal despute arguing with treaties from I8 century.

(www.cbc.ca)

The life of the Mi’kmaqg has changed dramaticallgcg the Europeans first came to

their land:
. The intermarriages with people outside their comityubecame more
common.
. The young people became more similar to their nativid neighbours.

¢ Their traditional beliefs converted to the Cathddiith

. The Mi'’kmagq language is still widely used amongeslgeople but many

of the young do not speak it anymore.

Education

The education level of the Mi’kmagq is low butstgetting better. The Mi’kmaq
children attend schools from early years startinth vdaycare centers available on
reserves. Nowadays there are about 7 elementajynidr high and 4 senior high
schools on the reserves across Nova Scotia. Aftane of them go to regular public
schools. Unfortunately, the public schools seenmd@ee high drop-out rates and low
graduation rates of Amerindians. There are mangraras that encourage the Mi’kmaq
people to attend universities such as the TramsNiear Program offered by Dalhousie
University to help the Mi’kmag make the transitisam high school to university life.
(The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq 2007 27-37)
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Unemployment

The unemployment rate on the reserves of the Magns very high. About 80%
of the on-reserve Mi’kmaqg do not have a job. Tlsatvhy their community is highly
dependent on social support of the Governmenhd§ twant to get a good job, they
usually have to leave the reserve and find employroetside it. (Milley, Charles 2001
2-3)

3.2.5. An outstanding individual - Anna Mae Pictou Aquash

Anna Mae Pictou Aquash

(www.en.wikipedia.org)

Anna Mae Pictou Aquash was a Mi'kmagq member antvBaights activist.
She was was born in 1945 in Nova Scotia. As a ddtie lived with her mother and

siblings in poverty. Living in poverty is usuallglfowed by diseases and Anna suffered
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from tuberculosis of her lung but she recoveredimuher childhood she encountered
with racism. When she was 11, her mother ran awayleft her and her siblings alone.
When she turned 17, she moved to Boston with heknvig friend Jake Maloney.

(www.dickshovel.com)

She was a member of the American Indian MovemenMjAand actively
attended all protests handled by AIM. One of thetgsts she participated in, was the
march on Washington, D.C.. The protest march cdlted Trail of Broken Treaties
included Amerindians from all over the country camio the capital to draw attention
to the Indigenous issues. The group was occupyireg Bureau of Indian Affairs
building for a week presenting list of their demsantiat was later promised to be
reviewed by the Government. A year later she wasldng food to the Natives who
were occupying Wounded Knee, South Dakota to drdtgn@gon to corrupted
adminitration of tribal chairman of the Oglala SiowRichard "Dick" Wilson. The
seventy days long standoff ended up with the aokstiM leaders Dennis Banks and
Russell Means. Ann was on a good way to become I&hldader but the following
year she was arrested for a raid on the RosebuenRe®n in South Dakota.She was
released on bail. Unfortunately a few months |latex was murdered in the age of 30.

(www.dickshovel.com)

3.2.6 View to the future

The Mi’kmagq nation is strongly focused on theirditeonal culture. They in cooperation
with the Government are doing their best to imprdheir current situation that is
influenced by high unemploment and low educatialleAs there are many programs
that are helping the Mi'’kmag to educate themselneshould also decrease the

unemployment rate. It is easier to find a job affexduating school.

So now it is just up to them if they abandon aeliftom their traditional way of
life and asssimilate to the current. It does noamt leave reserves and live in big

cities forever but at least attend the same sctibatsnon-Aboriginals do.
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| think the situation is going to get better. Tpddi’kmaq children are born to
the 2f' century when there is no more harmful residersi@iooling. Children know
about it just from the stories of their ancestarghgey will not be so afraid of going to
school. Everything is in the hands of the new gati@n that is not touched by the past

harmful events.

3.3 Comparison of the Mi’lkmag and the Osoyoos

Before starting comparing the two chosen First dietj we have to become aware that
the Mi'kmaqg is a big nation consisting of many bsndnd on the other hand, the

Osoyoos is a band belonging to the Okanagan nafioat reflects that the number of

population of the Osoyoos is much smaller thanNtigmagq. It is important to have

this on mind.

These days | believe, the Mi’kmag living on resestill rely very much on their
traditional culture and that makes an obstacletlieir nation to bloom. The Osoyoos
have already adapted to the non-Aboriginal lifesihd it is shown on their economic

achievements.

3.3.1 Surviving the history

A big difference between these nations is thettagriposition. The Mi'’kmagq live on
the east coast and they were one of the first maio encounter the Europeans that had
a great influence on their development. The Osoyivisg far to the west met the

newcomers about two centruries later.

Surviving the past times was much more difficwdr the Mi'kmaq. They
encountered the Europeans already in early} @@ntury and from that time they

experienced a great loss of population. As allieshe French, they fought in wars
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against the British and during these wars manyeit died. As the newcomers brought
deadly diseases, the Mi'’kmaq had no imunity sortb@mmunity almost died out.

The Osoyoos history is not that full of catastrepihey did not participate in
any French-British war as well as there is no ewwgeabout any devastating disease
epidemic. The only past events that both nationvg i common are losing their land
and attending residential schools. Here again tb&Qos had it easier. The residential
school was built on their reserve and that meamtcthldren with some exceptions did

not have to leave their families.

3.3.2 Religion

Each of both nations had their own specific religbmut with many similar signs. Either
of them revered the Great Spirit but each natioledahim differently and both
religions were connected to the nature. The Osogtibkeep their traditional beliefs
but most of the Mi'’kmagq do not. With the arrival thfe Europeans in the early™7

century, many Mi’kmaq converted to Christianity.

3.3.3 Education

The chief Louie Clarence pays great attention t@dgeeducation as the main
prerequisite for succesful future and encouragevaid members to attend school.

That can be the reason for higher rates of schten@dance than the Mi’kmaqg have.

The Mi'’kmaq as well as the Osoyoos have schoolseserves. These schools
are teaching children regular knowledge but aladitional culture. Because neither of
these nations wants their language to become éxtimey teach it at the on-reserve

schools.
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3.3.4 Unemployment

The unemployment rates of the two nations arelyotiiferent. The Osoyoos thanks to
their great economy status and excellent leadernshyg all people employed in the
businesses run on the reserve. The Mi’kmag emplaymsenot that good. Actually it is

very bad. They do not have enough jobs availableeserves. If they want to work
many of them have to go to big cities to look fojoh. To be employed outside the
reserve they need to be educated and because lofntheriucation level it seems to be

impossible.
3.3.5 Economy

The economy of the Osoyoos is blooming. It is aultesf well-channeled economic
interests and good leaderhip. The good leadershiipel key to every success. They do

business that attracts tourists and the touristg lmnoney to the nation.

The Mikmag focus more on their tradition rolesfighermen and hunters. Their
small businesses are mostly concentrated on fisiMaybe if they would start running

businesses attractive to the tourists, they woedath a higher economic status.
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4. Conclusion

The Mi'’kmaq and the Osoyoos are two First Natiovisig) in Canada but far from each
other, in two totally different corners of Canadea they have a lot in common, they
also have many differences. The similarities casd®n in traditional religion that has a

few same characteristics or that both are traditipnomadic nations.

The difference is in their histories. The Mi'’kmagcountered the Europeans
about two centuries earlier and that made it haiatethem to survive as the newcomers
dramatically influenced their lives. They lost mangmbers in the French-English wars
and also almost died out due to the disease eptdeifihere is nothing like that in the
story of the Osoyoos. They met with the Europedneady after the wars and also there
iIs no evidence about them going through any disepgemic that would extensively

endanger their band.

The history has a significant influence on therenir situation of both First
Nations. According to me, the Mi’kmaq had it mudhrder to survive the times of the
European settlement in Canada. And that reflectisttiday they are not as developed as
the Osoyoos. It is hard to compare these two natlmecause the Osoyoos band is
extraordinarily successful band if not even the msagcessful of all First Nations in

Canada.

The Osoyoos are doing very well and with the lesldp of the chief Clarence
Louie their view to the future is optimistic. | ik they are not on the way to
deterioration but more likely on the way to furttgmowth. The Mi'’kmaqg with quite
worse situation will have it more difficult. Forbetter future they would need to change
many things, such as raise the level of educatiam paralells with reduction of the

unemployment rate.
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1. Territory of the Inuit
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2. The Vikings Voyages
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http://www.google.com/imgres?q=the+vikings+voyagbk&né&client=opera&rls=cs&
channel=suggest&tbm=isch&tbnid=Zru_YH3PZszD2M:&irafyrrl=http://www.raving
ravens.com/blog/who-discovered-
america/&docid=YQohYgmcTmAGIM&imgurl=http://www.rangravens.com/.a/6a0l
33ecdf372a970b015392c0dd1f970b-
800wi&w=783&h=485&ei=PfooT7X50qfV4QTKObHZAwW&zoom=1&ct=hc&vpx=
919&vpy=162&dur=181&hovh=177&hovw=285&tx=159&ty=188ig=11117568652
2448355545&page=1&tbhnh=125&tbnw=202&start=0&ndsp&te&d=1t:429,r:4,s:0&b
iw=1247&bih=689

59



3. Treaties

B e * Western Arctic (Inuvimluit)
Yoy iy P Clalma Settlement Act

* James Bay & Morthern
Quebec Agreement

* Mortheastern Quebee

Maritime Peace
& Friendship

Pre-Confederation

dcieesr i Peace & Alllance

1850 = illlime

1923
Pre-Confederation Treaties

Source: <http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_historytifirstnations/membership.htmi>

60



4. Residential school

source: <http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2008/0%/fHys-residential-schools.html>

61



5. National Aboriginal Population

According to the 2006 Canadian Census, there weatsibof 1,172,785 Aboriginal
people in Canada, comprising 3.8% of the Canadigulation. Of the three Aboriginal
groups, North American Indians (698,025) had tingdst populaion, followed by Métis
(389,780), and Inuits (50,480).

Aboriginal population, Canada, 2006
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6. Sample text in the Mikmaq 'hieroglyphic' skript
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enshinen  Wajok ehin tehiptook delwigin
Our Father in heaven eeated miay thy pame
nn ¥ e I 22—
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ba respected 1o heaven to ua may grant thee
o> 3
g A ..3 <0 ﬁ Gt = wlS]
nemulek uledzchinen, Nafel wajok deli chkedeslic
to soe in staying. ‘Thera in heaven a8 thou art obeyed

source: <http://www.omniglot.com/writing/mikmag.rtm
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7. The Osoyoos territory

\ S mp arland s
ake g N\

Pen 1c|on

s

w ?

" ENTICTON
A

\

ru1tvale |
ontrose .

64



