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1. Introduction
Agriculture is an crucial activity which can not be separated with humans because not only its
products provide food necessary for life but also clothing and other materials vital in the
industry. Since food aid and imports are reported by many authors to damage local agriculture
this thesis focused on findings the relationship between the quantity of food local producers

supply and the food coming from abroad.
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3. Objectives of the thesis
The main goal of this bachelor thesis was to find out the impact of imported food commodities
and food aid in the agricultural production of the Democratic Republic of Congo. And in the
case their implication in the agricultural productivity was significant, the thesis examined
factors causing their persistant presence in the Country. Since agriculture is a vast economic
sector and since different group of commodities may have different behaviour, this bachelor
thesis especially focuses on cereals, which constitutes staple foods for most of the congolese

population and which have a great share in food aid provided to the country.

4. Methodology
To fulfil this thesis objectives and provide plausible information on the impact of imports of
food commaodities and food aid in the agricultural production of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, secondary data were gathered from INS-RD Congo , FAO and other international
institutions listed in the references. Regression analysis was implemented as the statistical
method enabling the processing of data and deductive reasoning to draw conclusions. It has
been also necessary to look at essential numerical data in tables which helped with the
application of basic knowledge encountered in the theoretical part to find out factors that

influenced imports of food commodities .

5. Findings
Results of processed data in this bachelor thesis lead to the conclusion that food aid, as a
contribution to ensuring food security in the Democratic Republic of Congo, does not have a
significant effect in the variability of the Congolese production of cereals while an increase of
one tonne in the quantity of imported cereals leads to a significant increase of approximately
1.81 tonnes of cereals locally produced. However the relationship between cereals imports



and agricultural production in DRC is due to the fact that the population is growing in an
average of 3 % annually. This annual growth rate does not allow the local subsistence
agriculture and agriculture as a whole to supply sufficient food in the Democratic republic of
Congo. The regression analysis also revealed that 59.9% of factors influencing the Congolese
productivity of cereals was unexplained by the regression model. It was find later that

transport infrastructure belongs to these unexplained factors.

6. Recommendations
Since DRC is classified as a low income country building agro-industrial park to reach self-
sufficiency and food security should be gradually introduced even though it could provide food
for a great majority of the population. Allowing rural populations which still constitute the
majority in the DRC to continue with agricultural production will not only reduce
unemployment and increase the Congolese cereals production and at the same time provide
revenue to the government but it will also provide them ( rural population ) with enough to pay
for their children school fees to prepare future managers of these agro-industrial parks. While
building agro-industrial parks with an high rate of people living under the poverty line will not

solve food security since money is one requirement to purchase a product.
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