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ANOTACE

Nazev prace: Britské a americké Zeny v politice
Autor prace: Martina Gondekova
Vedouci prace: Mgr. Petr Dvoiak

Prace je roz&lena doctyi ¢asti. Uvod stréné shrnuje dané téma a jeho volbu.
Druh&cast se podroliji zamgtuje na postaveni Zen v oblasti politiky v Americe a
ve Velké Britanii v minulosti, $#ejnim oddilem je pak pbé¢h boje za ziskani
volebniho prava. fteti, nejobsahlejSicast, je ¥novana Zzenam v politice
v souwtasnosti, vyzdvihnuti nejvyra#$ich osobnosti spolu s detaifsim
rozborem jejich politické kariéryCtvrta zawresna ¢ast se pokousi zhodnotit
pusobeni Zen v politice, rozdily mezi politiky a palkami a zastoupeni Zen ve

vladach danych zemi.



ABSTRACT

Title: British and American Women in Politics
Author: Martina Gondekova

Supervisor: Mgr. Petr Dvoiak

The introduction briefly summarizes the chosendophe second part focuses
on the women’s position on the field of politicstire United States and Great
Britain in the past with the crucial part being flght for suffrage. The third and
the most extensive part is dedicated to femaldipiains at present, describing
the most influential female political leaders anekit career. The last part
concentrates on summing up the effects of femadeldies on politics and
describes the differences between male and fenaditecimns and their positions

in the governments at present.
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1 Introduction

Women play a central role in all aspects of lifeAimerica and Britain and they
are taking an increasingly active part in publie,liwhilst still remaining the
mainstay of their families and communities. Thaugile for women to gain
acceptance, recognition and veneration in sociagylbeen a long and lengthy
process that has only begun to be appreciatedeitagt century. The majority
of women are undoubtedly living more fulfilled lsvéhan women of previous
centuries would have thought possible. Through slagon against
discrimination and campaigns to promote equalitgmgortunity, the position of
women is slowly improving. There are hundreds afaoisations dealing with
women’s issues and helping women enforce theimdaiAll this wouldn’t be

possible without women taking active part in posti

The issue of women in politics is a particularlpit@al problem which concerns
the whole society. In this work | tried to descrifbe role of women in politics
throughout the centuries with its main struggled achievements. A special
attention was paid to famous female politicianspoésent describing their

political career and achievements.

The main problem arose with collecting material tleesre is a lack of books
dealing with this topic in the available librarieBhere is a vast amount of
information on the Internet where | acquired thestmmurrent materials for this

work.



2 Women and Politics in the Past

2.1 The History of British Women in Politics

At the beginning of the twentieth century, womenHBrntain could not vote,
stand for public office, enter any of the profeasi@mr most well-paid jobs, be
awarded a university degree, control their feytibt share guardianship of their
children. The brave women who campaigned for thigges were ridiculed and
accused of being “unwomanly”, and those who tooklerit action were

imprisoned.

The campaigns of these determined women (and thghtamed men who
supported them) over many decades eventually wem taqual rights. They
were fighting not only the prejudices of their otumes, but a legacy of thought
which had for centuries defined women as inheranflrior to men and sought
to control them by making them the virtual propedy their fathers and

husbands.

2.1.1 Women’s Suffrage

Women's suffrage did not become a political issuthe United Kingdom until
1832, when the 1832 Reform Adspecifically disenfranchised women. From

this point the suffrage movement campaigned foingatights for women.

In the 19" century women had no place in national politickeyl could not
stand as candidates for Parliament. They were vent allowed to vote. It was
assumed that women did not need the vote becaasehtisbands would take

! The Representation of the People Act 1832, comyriambwn as the Reform Act 1832, was an
Act of Parliament that introduced wide-ranging dpes to the electoral system of Great
Britain.The act granted seats in the House of Constio large cities that sprang up during the
Industrial Revolution, and took away seats fromrtewhat had become depopulated during the
preceding centuries. Furthermore, the act expatigdediumber of individuals entitled to vote,
doubling the size of the electorate. However, eafter the passage of the law, the vast majority
of citizens were unable to vote. The Act also dpmadly disfranchised women, sparking the
British suffrage movement.

9



responsibility in political matters. A woman's ral@s seen to be child-rearing
and taking care of the home.

As a result of the industrial revolution, howevweany women were in full-time
employment, which meant they had opportunities &etrin large organized
groups to discuss political and social issues.

Organized campaigns for women's suffrage begarppea in 1866 and from
1888 women could vote in many local council elawioWhen parliamentary
reform was being debated in 1867, John Stuart ividposed an amendment that
would have given the vote to women on the samedeaxsnmen but it was

rejected by 194 votes to 73.

2.1.2 Suffragist and Suffragettes

The movement to gain votes for women had two witlgssuffragistsand the
suffragettes The suffragists had their origins in the mid"i@ntury, while the

suffragettes came into being in 1903.

The Suffragists

In 1897, various local women's suffrage societoemed theNational Union of
Women's Suffrage Societies(NUWSS), under the leadership ®illicent
Fawcett The NUWSS wanted the vote for middle class priyp&wvning
women. They believed they would achieve their esthgi peaceful tactics -
non-violent demonstrations, petitions and the lotdpyf MPs. Fawcett believed
that if the organization were seen to be intellig@olite and law-abiding then
women would prove themselves responsible enouglpatticipate fully in

politics.

The leadership of the suffragists was exclusiveigidie class but some of the
more radical members recognized early on that tlewement needed the
support of working class women. The issue of thadhise was drawing women
of various sections of society together and givimgm an identity, which they
had lacked until that time.
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By 1900 there was already evidence that many MesntifelParliament had been
won over, with several Bills in favour of womenidfsage gaining considerable
support in Parliament, though not enough to pasmeSbelieved it was only a

matter of time until women would gain the vote.

The Suffragettes
The suffragette movement in the United Kingdom,nbout of the suffragist
movement, was particularly militant, with some ¢ members committing

vandalism and assault.

Emmeline Pankhurstwho had been a member of the Manchester suffragis
group, had grown impatient with the middle clagspectable, gradualist tactics
of the NUWSS. In 1903 she decided to break with NtiBVSS and set up a
separate society. This became known asWmmnen's Social and Political
Union (WSPU).

Mrs Pankhurst believed it would take an active oizmtion, with young
working class women, to draw attention to the cauBee motto of the
suffragettes wa&leeds not wordsand from 1912 onwards they became more
militant and violent in their methods of campai¢gaw breaking, violence and

hunger strikes all became part of this society'spzagn tactics.

Some Liberal MPs who had supported women's suffrageed away from the

movement due to the violence.
By 1909 the WSPU had branches all over the couatrg published a
newspaper called 'Votes for Women' which sold 20,00pies each week. The

NUWSS was also flourishing, with a rising membepsiind an efficient nation-

wide organisation

The First World War brought a halt to the publiogeign.
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2.1.3 Gaining the Vote

Women had to overcome many obstacles and face otaienges to gain the
vote. Like middle and working class men before théimey had to convince
Parliament to extend the franchise to them. Peagle have privileges are
always reluctant to give them up, and this was\aenigger gamble for MPs
than giving votes to some extra men - after alljngj women the vote on the
same terms as men meant more than doubling theedex Politicians in both

of the main parties were worried that the womenhtigte for their opponents.

Although the First World War brought the public qaargn for suffrage to a
halt, the contribution women made during the wat &a impact on attitudes to
women. Politicians and the general public alikeogegized that women deserved
greater political rights. But it was not the ordyyd may not even have been the
main, reason why women received the vote. It's &tse that the various

women's political movements had prepared the gréomnplolitical recognition.

2.1.4 The Representation of People Act

In June 1917 the House of Commons passed the Repaésn of People Act.
The following year the Act was approved by the Hoo$ Lords and became
law. Women over 30 (men could vote at 21) who owiproperty, or were
married to the occupier, were entitled to vote haiigh the Act still excluded
many women, the fact that it was passed servesoas$ gf a change in political

opinion towards women.

It ought to be borne in mind, though, that this Wwasted female franchise. Full
adult suffrage was not achieved until Stanley Babw Conservative
government passed the Equal Franchise Bill in 1&28m that date, all adults
regardless of gender were entitled to the vote timeg reached 21 years of age.

Women were given the vote on the same conditiomseasin 1928.
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2.2 The History of American Women in Politics

In the history of the United States of America, veorare relative newcomers
among state elected and appointed officials. Worimsh entered state-level
offices in the 1920s following passage and ratifozaof the 19th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, which granted women suf&. However, significant
growth in the number of women in office occurredyaafter the emergence of
the contemporary women’s movement during the 1880% and early-1970s.
Since the mid-1970s, as data collected by the CémteAmerican Women and
Politics show, women have greatly increased their numbemanelected and
appointed officials in state government. In recgaars, however, progress
seems to have slowed, and nationwide statisticsv sindevelling off in the

number of women serving in certain state-leveloefi

2.2.1 Early Feminism

The American Revolutiohhad a deep effect on American society. One aspect
that was drastically changed by the democraticlsdefithe Revolution was the
role of woman. Whatever gains they had made, howevemen still found
themselves subordinated, legally and sociallyh@rthusbands, disenfranchised
and with only the role of mother open to them. Tesire of women to have a
place in the new republic was most famously exgeds/ Abigail Adambto

her husband:

“The Center for American Women and Politics (CAWB) d university-based research,
education and public service center. Its missiontds promote greater knowledge and
understanding about women's participation in prdititnd government and to enhance women's
influence and leadership in public life.

% The American Revolution refers to the period dgrine last half of the 18th century in which

the Thirteen Colonies that became the United Stftésmerica gained independence from the
British Empire.

In this period, the Colonies rebelled against thi¢gidh Empire and entered into the American

Revolutionary War, also referred to as the Ameritdar of Independence, between 1775 and
1783. This culminated in an American declaratiomd&pendence in 1776.

* Born in 1744 at Weymouth, Massachusetts, in 17@4ried to John Adams, circuit judge,

delegate to the Continental Congress, the firste\leesident, finally the President. Died in
1818.
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| desire you would remember the Ladies, and be mgererous and favourable
to them than your ancestors. Do not put such utgidnpower into the hands of
the Husbands.

During the 1830s and 1840s, many of the changdiseirstatus of women that
occurred in the post-Revolutionary period continaedn accelerated pace.

2.2.2 Seneca Falls Convention

The Seneca Falls Convention held in Seneca Fadia, YXork on July 19 to July
20, 1848, was the first women’s rights conventinrthie United States and is
viewed by many individuals as the beginning of themen's movement in
America. However, the idea for the convention wasnbat another protest
meeting: the 1840 World Anti-Slavery ConventionLimndon where the female
delegates were not allowed to participate in theatks because of their sex. In
the time between the 1840 World Anti-Slavery Corienand the 1848 Seneca
Falls Convention, Elizabeth Cady Stanton composeel Declaration of
Sentiments a document declaring the rights of women modelésd the
Declaration of Independentérhe Declaration of Sentiments contained several
resolutions, including that a man should not wildhwoman's rights, take her
property or refuse to allow her to vot®en were said to be in the position of a
tyrannical government over women. This separatibnthe sexes into two
warring camps was to become increasingly populdeminist thought. It was

signed by sixty-eight women and thirty-two men.

® The Declaration of Independence, written chieflyTthomas Jefferson, was adopted on July 4,
1776. The Declaration declared that the Thirteeloi@es were independent of the Kingdom of
Great Britain. It is considered to be the founddwrument of the United States of America,
where July 4th is celebrated as Independence Day.
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2.2.3 Women’s Suffrage Movement

The Women's suffrage movement was formally setimbdion in 1848 with the
first Women's Rights Convention in Seneca FallswN&rk. The movement,
led by suffragists (peaceful protestors) and sgéties (violent protestors), was
a social, economic and political reform movemenmhea at extending the
suffrage (the right to vote) to women, advocatayal suffraggabolition of
graded votes) rather than universal suffrage (&boliof all discrimination, for

example due to race), which was considered toecaadi

The founders of the women's suffrage movement weoewomen, Elizabeth

Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony.

2.2.4 Elisabeth Cady Stanton

This leading figure of the early women'’s rights rament in the United States
was born in Johnstown, New York on November 125181

Stanton and a feminist Lucretia Mott were the prymarganizers of the 1848
Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New Yibnkas her who drafted
the Declaration of Sentiments and she went on tibewnany of the more

important documents and speeches of the womenhts mgovement.

After meeting Susan B.Anthony, in 1869, they fouhdlee National Woman's
Suffrage Associatidnan organization dedicated to gaining women thhtrio
vote. After the merger with the American Woman 8agé Association, which
created a National American Woman Suffrage AssiatiaiStanton became its
first president (largely due to Susan B. Anthorsgpport), however she was

never popular among more conservative elementsediNational American'.

®a 19th-century women's suffrage organization. & feamed on May 15, 1869 in New York, by
noted civil rights activists Susan B. Anthony aniiz&beth Cady Stanton. Stanton was its first
President and Anthony was the first Vice Presidentil 1892 when she became President. The
Association was active in acquiring the right tdevéor women, this being the consistent focus
of the organization's attention.
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Stanton was also active internationally, spendingeat deal of time in Europe
in her later years, and in 1888 she helped prefiaréhe founding of the

International Council of Womén

2.2.5 Susan B.Anthony — “The Mother of us all”

Susan Brownell Anthony, born on February 15, 18®@@s a prominent
American civil rights leader who, along with Elizgh Cady Stanton, led the
effort to secure Women's suffrage in the UnitedeSta

Anthony was independent and educated and heldiagpothat had traditionally
been reserved for young men. Before the outbreakeofAmerican Civil War,
Anthony was active in the anti-slavery and tempesamovement in New York.
In 1856 she became the agent for New York StatbeoAmerican Anti-Slavery

Society.

After 1854, Anthony devoted herself almost exclaBivto the agitation for
women's rights, and became recognized as one dadlilest and most zealous

advocates of complete legal equality, and as ag@sapkaker and writer.

After founding the National Woman's Suffrage Asation (NWSA) along with
Stanton, she became its vice-president and shettmsldffice until 1892 when

she became president.

In 1890, Anthony prepared the merger of the NWS#iwhe American Woman
Suffrage Association, creating thélational American Woman Suffrage
Association Anthony's strategy for suffrage was to unite $héfrage movement
where possible, and to focus on the goal of gaitiegvote, leaving aside other
women's rights issues. Stanton criticized thiguaté, writing that Anthony and

" International Council of Women (ICW-CIF) was fowntin 1888 and it is represented in New
York, Geneva, Vienna, Rome, Paris, Nairobi in all Wgencies. The ICW promotes equal
rights and responsibilities for women and men, peacd understanding through international
co-operation, negotiation and reconciliation, thief integration of women as decision-makers
in peace making and peace building, human rightaffgeople, the elimination of all forms of

discrimination, sustainable development, commuitoaind networking worldwide.
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Lucy Stone, leader in the more conservative Amari®@oman Suffrage
Association (AWSA), See suffrage only. They do not see woman's rescaod
social bondagé.Anthony argued to StantonWe number over 10,000 women
and each one has opinions...we can only hold tregether to work for the

ballot by letting alone their whims and prejudiaesother subjects.

Anthony died at Rochester, New York, on March 1B)@ and is buried there in

Mount Hope Cemetery. Anthony is known as "The Motifeus all.”

2.2.6 National Woman's Party

A more radical group, which became known as tha@oNat Woman's Party,
split from the NWSA over the issue of mobilizingrf@ constitutional
amendment and calling for the defeat of politicialemocrat as well as

Republican, who did not support votes for women.

The NWP was founded in 1913 and fought for womeaglsts during the early
20th century in the United States, particularly tlee right to vote on the same
terms as men and against employment discriminationcontrast to other
organizations, such as the National American Woeffrage Association, the
NWP put its priority on the passage of a consthai amendment ensuring

women's suffrage.

Alice Paul and Lucy Burns founded the organizatiomder the name the
Congressional Union for Woman Suffragde organization did not allow men
to join it. During the group's first meeting, Paldrified that the party would not
be a political party and therefore would not naneaadidate for United States

president during elections.

Women associated with the party became the firsheroto picket for women's
rights in front of the White House; they also stagesuffrage parade on March
3, 1913, the day before Wilson's inauguration Whas broken up by the police.
Many of the NWP's members, upon arrest, went omgéwustrikes. The resulting

scandal and its negative impact on the countrigsnational reputation at a time
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when Wilson was trying to build a reputation fomiself and the nation as an
international leader in human rights may have douated to Wilson's decision

to publicly call for Congress to pass the Suffrageendment.

After the ratification of the Nineteenth amendmenii920, the NWP turned its
attention to eliminating other forms of gender disination, principally by
advocating passage of the Equal Rights AmendmemthwPaul drafted. The
organization regrouped and began to publish a negantitiedEqual Rights
directed mostly towards women, but, as Paul woald also meant to educate
men about the benefits of women's suffrage, womegigs and other issues

concerning American women.

Other suffragist groups had disagreed with the NW¥&tics before passage of
the Nineteenth Amendment; "social feminists" sushFéorence Kelley, Rose
Schneiderman, and Jane Addams likewise disapprofetie individualistic,
"equal rights feminism" of the National Woman's tiparAs the 1920s
progressed, the NWP was eclipsed by other femgnmips and was defunct by
1930.

2.2.7 Winning the Vote

The struggle to win the vote was slow and frustatiwyoming Territory in

1869, Utah Territory in 1870, and the states ofoGado in 1893 and Idaho in
1896 granted women the vote but the Eastern stasested. A woman-suffrage
amendment to the Federal Constitution, presentes¢oy Congress since 1878,

repeatedly failed to pass.

However, with the formation of numerous groups, hsias the Women's
Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), the National @ouof Jewish Women
(NCJW), the National Association of Colored WomedACW) and, the
Women's Trade Union League, the women's movemenedja full head of
steam during the 1890's and early 1900 U.S. involvement in World War |
in 1918 slowed down the suffrage campaign as wopi@hed in for the war
effort. However, in 1919, after years of petitiagpinpicketing, and protest

18



parades, the Nineteenth Amendment was passed byhbases of Congress and
in 1920 it became ratified under the presidencywobdrow Wilson.

Amendment XIX

The right of citizens of the United States to vsi@ll not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on accouséxf

Congress shall have power to enforce this Artigi@propriate legislation.
Ratified August 26, 1920
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3 Women and Politics at Present

3.1 British Women in Politics

Recent years have seen remarkable progress irepinesentation of women in
British politics. By the end of the twentieth cemttihe British political elite has
started to reflect the diversity of British socielsrom 1918 (when women were
first allowed to stand for election to the HouseCaimmons) to 1983, less than
5% of MPs were women. The situation started to ghain 1987, when the
proportion of women grew to 6.3%, rising to 9.2%1®02. Following Labour’s
landslide victory on 1st May 1997, the line rockets the chart from 60 to 120
women MPs, or 18.2%, including 101 in the LabourtypaTo summarize
developments in another way, half of all the woméro have ever been elected

to the British House of Commons are currently irlipeent.

Many factors have contributed towards this develepimin Britain. This
includes long-term developments, like general caltshifts associated with
more egalitarian gender roles in the workforce aodiety, and by socio-
economic trends shrinking the size of the tradalomanufacturing working
class, and expanding the size of the service ecgnand the role of women in
the professional and managerial workforce, highducation and within the

trade union movement.

The Labour Party and its attempt to widen its eledtbase by becoming a
‘catch-all’ party courting women voters also playdimportant role.

Whereas during the post-war decade women leaningjrotowards the

Conservatives, while men gave greater support bmlig the situation gradually
changed during the 1960s and 1970s.
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3.2 “lron Lady” - Margaret Thatcher

“In politics if you want anything said, ask a mahyou want anything done, ask

awoman.”

Margaret Hilda Thatcher, born on October 13, 192&rantham, England, was
Europe’s first woman prime minister (1979 — 1990he only British prime

minister in the 20th century to win three conseiterms and, at the time of
her resignation, Britain's longest continuouslyveey prime minister since
1827, she accelerated the evolution of the Briesbnomy from statism to
liberalism and became, by personality as much dseaement, the most

renowned British political leader  since  Winston @il

3.2.1 Early Years

Thatcher formed an early desire to be a politickder. intellectual ability led her
to the University of Oxford, where she studied crstrym and was immediately
active in politics, becoming one of the first womjpresidents of the Oxford
University Conservative Association. After gradogtin 1946 she worked for
four years as a research chemist. From 1954 shdtiqaé as a barrister,
specializing in tax law. In 1951 she married a Wwsalindustrialist, Denis
Thatcher (b. 1915—d. 2003), who supported heripaliambition.

3.2.2 The Way to Parliament

Thatcher first ran for Parliament in 1950 but wassuccessful; despite
increasing the local Conservative vote by 50 percenl1959 she entered the
House of Commons winning the “safe” Conservativatsef Finchley in
northern London. She rose steadily within the pas&yving as a parliamentary
secretary in the Ministry of Pensions and Natidnalirance (1961-64), as chief
opposition spokesman on education (1969-70), andeasetary of state for
education and science (1970-74) in the Conservaixeernment of Edward
Heath.
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After Heath lost two successive elections in 191datcher, though low in the
party hierarchy, was the only minister preparecthallenge him for the party
leadership. With the backing of the Conservatightriwing, she was elected
leader in February 1975 and thus began a 15-yeandancy that would change
the face of Britain.

3.2.3 Prime Minister

Thatcher led the Conservatives to a decisive alaictactory in 1979 following
a series of major strikes during the previous wirftee so-called “Winter of

Discontent”) under the Labour Party governmentaohds Callaghan.

As a prime minister representing the newly enecgeight wing of the
Conservative Party, Thatcher advocated greatempemttence of the individual
from the state; an end to allegedly excessive gwment interference in the
economy, including privatisation of state-ownedegntises and the sale of
public housing to tenants; reductions in expendgusn social services such as

health care, education, and housing and legaictstrs on trade unions.

The main impact of her first term was economic.ehiting a weak economy,
she reduced or eliminated some governmental regotatand subsidies to
businesses, thereby purging the manufacturing tnglo$ many inefficient - but
also some blameless - firms. The result was a dramacrease in
unemployment, from 1.3 million in 1979 to more thdouble that figure two
years later. At the same time, inflation doubledust 14 months, to more than
20 percent, and manufacturing output fell sharplyhough inflation decreased
and output rose before the end of her first termenployment continued to

increase, reaching more than three million in 1986.

Thatcher embarked on an ambitious program of psaadn of state-owned
industries and public services, including aerosptatevision and radio, gas and
electricity, water, the state airline, and BritiSteel. By the end of the 1980s, the
number of individual stockholders had tripled, dhe government had sold 1.5
million publicly owned housing units to their tengin

22



Nonetheless, rising unemployment and social tessidmring her first term
made her deeply unpopular. Her unpopularity wowddehensured her defeat in
the general election of 1983 were it not for twetdas: the Falkland Islands War
(1982) between Britain and Argentina, over possessif a remote British
dependency in the South Atlantic, and the deepsiding within the Labour
Party, which contested the election on a radicalifesto that critics dubbed the
“longest suicide note in history.” Thatcher wonatiien to a second term in a
landslide - the biggest victory since Labour's gmaaccess in 1945 - gaining a

parliamentary majority of 144 with just over 42 ganmt of the vote.

Thatcher entered office promising to restrain tbegr of the unions, which had
shown their ability to bring the country to a statitlduring six weeks of strikes
in the winter of 1978-79. Her government enactedrges of measures designed
to undermine the unions' ability to organize aragjststrikes, including laws that
banned the closed shop, required unions to pall thembers before ordering a
strike, forbade sympathy strikes, and renderednsniesponsible for damages
caused by their members. In 1984 the National UnioMineworkers began a
nationwide strike to prevent the closing of 20 awmaks that the government
claimed were unproductive. The walkout, which ldsteearly a year, soon
became emblematic of the struggle for power betw#en Conservative
government and the trade union movement. Thattbadfastly refused to meet
the union's demands, and in the end she won; tmermireturned to work

without winning a single concession.

In foreign affairs, the Falklands War illuminatederh most significant

international relationship, with Ronald Reagan,sptent of the United States
(1981-89). Thatcher and Reagan, who together ntaeld 980s the decade of
conservatism, shared a vision of the world in wtifet Soviet Union was an evil
enemy deserving of no compromise, and their pastmgrensured that the Cold
War continued in all its frigidity until the rise tpower of the reform-minded
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985. In keepimgth her strong

anticommunism - a 1976 speech condemning commurdamed her the
nickname “lron Lady” in the Soviet press - Thatclstrongly supported the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Biits independent nuclear

deterrent, a stance that proved popular with tleetetate, given the Labour
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Party's repudiation of Britain's traditional nucleand defence policies. In
Africa, Thatcher presided over the orderly estéiplisnt of an independent
Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) in 1980 after 15 yeadrdlegal separation from
British colonial rule under a white minority. Howery she encountered
considerable criticism both at home and abroad Her opposition to
international sanctions against the apartheid regifiSouth Africa.

The second half of Thatcher's tenure was markedamyinextinguishable
controversy over Britain's relationship with thergpean Community (EC). In
1984 she succeeded, amid fierce opposition, intidedly reducing Britain's
contribution to the EC budget. After her third eteal victory in 1987, she
adopted a steadily more hostile attitude towardopean integration. She
resisted “federalist” continental trends toward hb@t single currency and a
deeper political union. Her traditionally pro-Eusam party became divided, and

a string of senior ministers left the Cabinet aberissue.

The implementation of a poll tax in 1989 producetbeeaks of street violence
and alarmed the Conservative rank-and-file, whoef@dhat Thatcher could not
lead the party to a fourth consecutive term. Sgpuie public disapproval of the
poll tax and Thatcher's increasingly strident to@enservative members of
Parliament moved against her in November 1990.Algh she defeated her
most senior opponent, former defense minister Mitkteseltine, by 204 votes
to Heseltine's 152, her total fell four votes shafrthe necessary majority plus
15 percent, and she decided not to contest théiarem a second ballot. On
November 22 she announced her resignation as Gaiser Party leader and

prime minister, paving the way for her replacent®ndohn Major six days later.

3.2.4 Later Years

In retirement, Margaret Thatcher remained a palitiorce. She continued to
influence internal Conservative Party politics €oftto the dismay of Major),
and Thatcherism shaped the priorities of the Lalitanty, which she had kept
out of office for more than a decade. She remambttmber of Parliament until
the 1992 election and was subsequently elevated, @seress for life, to the
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House of Lords. She continued to speak and leatataply in the United States
and Asia, and established the Thatcher Foundatisapport free enterprise and
democracy, particularly in the newly liberated cii@s of central and Eastern
Europe. In 1995 she became a member of the OrdiéreoBarter. Following a

series of minor strokes, Thatcher retired from jugpeaking in 2002.

3.3 American Women in Politics

Women have significantly increased their numberragnstate government
officials over the past several decades. Howewespite a recent increase in the
number of women governors, women’s progress, ealhe@t the statewide
elective and state legislative levels, has slowdt future for women in state
government would seem to depend, at least in ppdn the strength of efforts
to actively recruit women for elective and appaiatpositions.

3.3.1 Governors

Since the founding of the country, only 26 womer/ (Democrats, 9
Republicans) have served as state governors, dpeio@ woman has served as
governor of a U.S. territory (Puerto Rico). A maprof the states, 29, have
never had a woman chief executive. Arizona is thig state to have had three
women governors as well as the only state whereraam succeeded another as

governor.

The first woman governor, Nellie T. Ross of Wyomings selected in a special
election to succeed her deceased husband in 1¥B&&er-days later a second
woman, Miriam “Ma” Ferguson, was inaugurated asegogr of Texas, having
been elected as a surrogate for her husband, a&fayovernor who had been
impeached and consequently was barred constitliffofram running again.

Ferguson’s campaign slogan was “Two governorshferprice of one.”
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The first woman elected in her own right (withoatldwing her husband) into
the governorship was Ella Grasso, who presided thesrstate of Connecticut
from 1975 to 1980.

Seventeen of the women governors (including Grassw have served since
the mid-1970s were elected in their own right. Diieer six became governor
through constitutional succession; only one of ¢hasx was subsequently

elected to a full term.

3.3.2 Other Statewide Elected and Appointed Officia

The states vary greatly in their numbers of stadewglected and appointed
officials.

The first woman to ever hold a major statewideceffivas Soledad C. Chacon
(New Mexico) who was secretary of state in New Mexirom 1923-26. The
first woman treasurer, Grace B. Urbahns (Indiasejyed during this same time
period, from 1926-32.

Several more years passed before a woman becamenbat governor. Matilda
R. Wilson (Michigan) served briefly as lieutenantvgrnor of Michigan in 1940
when she was appointed to fill an expiring termwedwer, the first woman
elected as a lieutenant governor was Consuelo NeyB@/ermont) who served
from 1955-56. An additional three decades passddrdbea woman became
attorney general of a state; the first was Arlenelé! (Rhode Island) who
served from 1985-87.

3.3.3 Legislators

Even before 1920 when women won the right to vetess the country, a few
women had been elected to legislatures in stagghtid granted the franchise to

women. By 1971 the proportion of women servingtateslegislatures across the
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country had grown to 4.5 percent, and by 2004 phncgortion has increased
almost fivetimes to 22.4 percent.

Great variation exists across the states in thpgstion of legislators who are
women. Washington with 36.7 percent has the largesgtortion of women in
its legislature, followed by Colorado (34.0 pergemfiaryland (33.5 percent),
Vermont (31.1 percent), Oregon (30.0 percent) aatif@@nia (30.0 percent).
There seems to be no easy explanation for why ttases have risen to the top,
and indeed scholars who have statistically examihedvariation among the
states in the representation of women in theirslagires have found no simple

patterns.

At the other extreme, South Carolina with only Petcent ranks last among the
50 states in the representation of women amonkggislators. Accompanying
South Carolina in the bottom five states are Alabawith 10.0 percent women,
Kentucky with 10.9 percent, Mississippi with 12.érgent and Oklahoma with
12.8 percent. All of these are southern or bort#es, suggesting that the south
lags behind the rest of the country in the repriegem of women within its

legislatures.

In early 2004, women held 410, or 20.8 percentalbfstate senate seats and
1245, or 23.0 percent, of all state house seatsathe country.

3.3.4 Legislative Leaders

Women made significant inroads into leadership tgos within state
legislatures in the 1990s and early 2000s. The Wusman to hold a major
leadership position was Minnie Davenport Craig, e@pliblican and the only
woman in her legislature, who was elected speak#éreohouse in North Dakota
in 1933. Two decades later in 1953, Consuelo NopBailey, a Republican
who later became Vermont’'s and the nation’s filstitenant governor, became
speaker of the house in her state. While anothenamg Marion West Higgins,
served briefly as a speaker in New Jersey in tlk160s, it was not until two
decades later that women began to ascend to sphglewith any frequency,
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with Patricia “Tish” Kelly (North Dakota), Vera Kat (Oregon), Debra
Anderson (South Dakota), and Jane Hull (Arizonbpatoming speakers in the
1980s.

In 2003, women held a total of 46, or 13.6 percait,all top legislative

leadership positions across the country. 10 Womad &7.9 percent of all
Democratic leadership positions but only 9.8 peradgrRepublican leadership
positions across all the states. Women held a majirthe leadership positions
(senate and house combined) in three states — Wshj Oregon and
Colorado. At the other extreme, half of the stak&s,had no women serving in

leadership positions in either chamber of the lagise.

3.4 “Madam Secretary” - Madeleine Korbel Albright

Madeleine Korbel Albright, sworn in as the 64th tédi States Secretary of State
in 1997 after unanimous confirmation by the U.Sn&e, became the first
female Secretary of State and the highest-rankiogaw in the United States
government. As Secretary of State and as U.S. septative to the United
Nations before that, she has created policies asiitutions to help guide the
world into a new century of peace and prosperignéentrating on a bipartisan
approach to U.S. foreign policy, she has attempietteate a consensus on the
need for U.S. leadership and engagement in thedworl

Madeleine Albright was born Marie Jana Korbelova Rmague, the Czech
republic, on May 15, 1937. In 1939 the Korbel familed to London after
Bohemia and Moravia were annexed by Germany. Skiehan parents fled
again when the Communists gained power over Czémladga, moving to the
United States of America in 1948. Once settled ghavadeleine’s father
became the founding dean of the Graduate Schdaoterhational Studies at the
University of Denver. Korbel later taught futurecsary of State Condoleezza
Rice. Albright became a U.S. citizen in 1957.
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3.4.1 Academic and Public Career

Albright has dedicated her life to internationaldst. After receiving her B.A.
(political science) at Wellesley College, Massaetiiss she studied international
relations at Johns Hopkins University before eaynimer M.A. and Ph.D. in
Public Law and Government at Columbia University.

Before her appointment as Secretary of State hsldea diverse career. From
1976 to 1978, Albright was U.S. Senator Edward NeiskChief Legislative

Assistant. From1981 to 1982, Secretary Albright wasrded a fellowship at
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Schelat the Smithsonian
Institution. In 1981 she co-founded the CenterMational Policy, where she

served as President.

In 1982, Albright was appointed Research Profesgdmternational Affairs and
Director of Women in Foreign Service Program at i@etown University’s
School of Foreign Service. She taught undergradaatke graduate courses in
international affairs, U.S. foreign policy, Russfareign policy, and Central and
Eastern European politics, and was responsible deaveloping and
implementing programs designed to enhance womeofsgsional opportunities
in international affairs. She was voted "best tedthfour times. Before
becoming Secretary of State, Albright served asmber of President Clinton's

Cabinet. Today, Secretary Albright is once aggimadessor at Georgetown.

3.4.2 Ambassador to the UN

Albright was appointed ambassador to the UN, het diplomatic post, shortly
after Clinton was inaugurated, presenting her oregals on February 9, 1993.
At the UN she gained a reputation for tough-mind=sdnas a fierce advocate for
American interests, and she promoted an increagdedar the United States in

UN operations, particularly those with a militagneponent.

29



3.4.3 U.S. Secretary of State

When Madeleine Albright was confirmed as the 64é¢erStary of State of the
United States, she became the first female SegrefaGtate and the highest-
ranking woman in the history of the United Stategegnment. As Secretary, Dr.
Albright reinforced America’s alliances, advocatéémocracy and human
rights, and promoted American trade and businedmur and environmental
standards abroad?romoting the administration's “assertive multilateralism,”
Albright was a strong supporter of an expanded NAA@ an advocate of an
active U.S. foreign policy, including the use ofSUforces to protect American

interests and prevent genocide in foreign countries

During her tenure, Albright considerably influenc&oherican policy in Bosnia
and the Middle East. Her personal anti-Serb poséiod her role in participating
in the formulation of U.S. policy during the Kosowar and Bosnian war as
well as the rest of the Balkans caused the wrath otimber of Serbs in the
former Yugoslavia. According to Colin Powell's mampAlbright once argued
for the use of military force by asking, "What'stpoint of having this superb

military you're always talking about, if we can’seit?"

In 1998, at the 50th anniversary NATO summit, Adhtiarticulated what would
become known as the "three Ds" of NATO, "which esdiminution of NATO,
no discrimination and no duplication -- becaudank that we don't need any of

those three "D's" to happeh.”

As a refugee whose family fled Czechoslovakiat firam the Nazis and later
from the Communists, Albright represents the high#sals and aspirations of
immigrants who come to America seeking to make megmtributions to the
American society. As a leader in international tietes, she has helped change
the course of history and, in doing so, has al$@sew standard for American

women and for women around the world.

® http://www.fas.org/man/nato/news/1998/9812090ittil
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3.5 “First Lady of the USA” - Hillary Rodham Clinto n

Hillary Rodham Clinton, the first First Lady to ledected to the United States
Senate and the first woman U.S. Senator from Nevk Boate, born on October

26, 1947, was raised in Park Ridge, lllinois.

An outstanding student, she was class presidentest council member,
member of the debating team, member of the Natiétalour Society, and
received her high school’s first social science raw&he entered Wellesley
College in 1965. Graduating with high honours, si@ved on to Yale Law
School, where she served on the Board of EditothefYale Review of Law
and Social Action. While at Yale, she developedrang interest in family law
and issues affecting children under the influentc®arian Wright Edelmana
lawyer and children's rights advocate. She receher law degree in 1973, and
became staff attorney at the Children’s DefencedFun

In 1974, Hillary participated in the Watergate imguinto the possible

impeachment of President Richard M. Nixon.

3.5.1 First Lady of Arkansas

Hillary Rodham met her husband, former U.S. pregid&ll Clinton, while
studying at Yale.When her assignment ended with Nixon's resignaiion
August 1974, she moved to Arkansas, marrying BithtGn in 1975.She taught
at the University of Arkansas School of Law, antkéathe marriage she joined
the prominent Rose Law Firm in Little Rock, Arkassahere she later became

a partner.

After Bill was elected governor of Arkansas in 1988e continued to pursue
her careerThe National Law Journal twice named her one of 286 most
influential attorneys in America. As Arkansas’ [Fifsady, she chaired the
Arkansas Educational Standards Commission, the |Rdealth Advisory
Committee, and was named Arkansas Woman of the Yeat983, and
Arkansas Mother of the Year in 1984. She co-founddaénsas Advocates for
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Children and Families, served on the boards ofAte@nsas Children’s Legal
Services, the Children’s Defense Fund, TCBY, and-Méat Stores, Inc.

3.5.2 The Wife of the U.S. President

Hillary Clinton was First Lady of the United Statesm 1993 to January 2001.
In Bill's 1992 presidential campaign, Hillary playa crucial role by greeting
voters, giving speeches, and serving as one dilmyand's chief advisers. With
a professional career unequalled by any previoasigential candidate's wife,
Hillary was heavily scrutinized. Conservatives cdamed that she had her own

agenda, because she had worked for some libers¢gau

During the 1992 campaign, Bill Clinton sometime®slsp of a “twofer” (“two
for the price of one”) presidency, implying thatlleiy would play an important
role in his administration. She appointed an exgpeed staff and set up her own
office in the West Wing, an unprecedented move. lHisband appointed her to
head the Task Force on National Health Care, areq@nte of his legislative
agenda, which recommended the “Clinton health pkme,” which was defeated
in 1994. The controversy over her public role iadieg health care policy
reform was intense, but she continued as a staadebcate of health care
reform, women’s and children’s issues, arts, calt@and heritage promotion,

throughout the Clinton Presidency.

3.5.3 Senator Clinton

In 1999 Hillary Rodham Clinton made history of dfelient sort when she
launched her candidacy for the U.S. Senate seat Mew York. In November
2000, the people of New York State elected Hill&ydham Clinton United
States Senator. Along with Eleanor Roosevelt, Ser@linton is credited with
substantively redefining the role of First Lady amgkening new pathways for
women in political leadership. She is the firstsEiLady of the United States
elected to public office and the first woman eldciedependently statewide in
New York State.
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As a senator Hillary continues to push for headtteaeform, and she remains an
advocate for children. She served on several seahtmommittees (Health,
Education, Labour, and Pensions Committee), inolydihe Committee for
Armed Services. Following the September 11 attackX01, she supported the
U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan but grew highlytical of President George
W. Bush's handling of the Iraqg War

3.5.4 On the Women’s Issues

“Since my time as a student leader at a womenlege| | have believed in the
importance of equal rights for women, in Americal abroad. As First Lady, |
delivered a speech called “Women’s Rights are HulRayts” at the United
Nations Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995. &ygdn the U.S. Senate, |
continue to press for equal rights for girls andnen by fighting to protect Title
IX, which provides equal opportunities for girls danwomen in sports,
championing legislation that would ensure that worearn the same amount as
men for equal work, and more. | have strongly opdoBresident Bush’s move
to deny critical health care services to women enetoping countries and am
continuing the work | began as First Lady to redtie number of unintended

pregnancies, especially teen pregnancies.”

3.6 Condoleezza Rice

The current Secretary of State was born on Noveriel 954 in Birmingham,
Alabama. At the age of 15 Rice entered the Unitiesdi Denver. Although she
had earlier considered a career as a concert piahis turned to the study of
international relations, earning a bachelor's degrethe field in 1974. She
obtained a master's degree (1975) in economics thmmUniversity of Notre
Dame and a doctorate (1981) in international studiem the University of
Denver, where she specialised in eastern and tdbtm@pe and the Soviet

Union, including military and security affairs.

® http://clinton.senate.gov/issues/women/
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As professor of political science, Dr. Rice hasrber the Stanford faculty since
1981 and has won two of the highest teaching haneuhe 1984 Walter J.
Gores Award for Excellence in Teaching and the 188800l of Humanities

and Sciences Dean's Award for Distinguished Teachin

3.6.1 Political Career

From 1989 through March 19¥1she served in President George H.W. Bush's
administration as Director, and then Senior Dirgctof Soviet and East
European Affairs in théational Security Coundit, and a Special Assistant to
the President for National Security Affairs. Inglposition, Rice helped develop
Bush's and Secretary of State James Baker's moliniefavour of German

reunification.

In 1989 she served as director for Soviet and Easbpean Affairs at the
National Security Council and reported directly National Security Advisor
Brent Scowcroft. In 1990 she became George H. VéhBuprincipal advisor on
the Soviet Union and was named a special assigtdhe president for national
security affairs. At that time she was the highasiking black woman in the

administration.

3.6.2 National Security Adviser (2001 — 2005)

On December 17, 2000, Rice was chosen to serveatsndl Security Advisor,
the first woman to hold this position.

Following the September 11 attacks in 2001, shequtdo be an important and
influential adviser to Bush. She supported the {&8&.attacks on terrorist and
Taliban targets in Afghanistan and aligned hersgith hard-liners who

advocated the overthrow of lIragi President Saddaosskein. When the

“%he period of the fall of Berlin Wall and the finddys of the Soviet Union

* The National Security Council was established ty National Security Act of 1947. The
National Security Council is the President's ppatiforum for considering national security and
foreign policy matters with his senior national wéty advisors and cabinet officials. Since its
inception under President Truman, the functionhef €Council has been to advise and assist the
President on national security and foreign policielse Council also serves as the President's
principal arm for coordinating these policies ameagous government agencies.
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administration drew criticism for the Iraq War (&)0Oand the handling of
terrorist threats prior to September 11, 2001, Rigwrously defended the

president's policy.

3.6.3 Secretary of State (2005 — present)

In 2005 she succeeded Colin Powell as Secretaftaik, becoming the first

African American woman to hold the post.

On January 26, 2005, the Senate confirmed her radioimby a vote of 85 - 13.
All negative votes came from either Democratic matependent senators. Their
reasoning was that Rice had acted irresponsiblgguating Hussein's regime

with Islamic terrorism and some could not acceptgdnevious record.

Since Rice took office as Secretary of State irudan2005, she has undertaken
several major initiatives to reform and restructtlie department, as well as
U.S. diplomacy as a whole. Arguably her most sutigthinitiative has been
dubbed "Transformational Diplomacy,” a goal whichicdR describes as
"work[ing] with our many partners around the world [and] build[ing] and
sustain[ing] democratic, well-governed states thigit respond to the needs of
their people and conduct themselves responsittlygrinternational systent®

Rice helped negotiate an end to Israel's occupatidhe Gaza Strip. She also
persuaded North Korea to return to talks aimedisnantling that country's
nuclear weapons program. Rice led an intense dffgpgtomote democracy and
broker a U.S.-friendly peace in the Middle EastieAfighting broke out in July
2006 between Israel and Lebanon-based HezbollabedprRice initially
defended the decision by the United States noeé¢s &an immediate cease-fire,
but the following month she urged the United Nadi@ecurity Council to adopt
such a resolution. She also joined European foremgmsters in calling for
sanctions against Iran, after that country failechalt its nuclear program or

allow inspections of its nuclear facilities.

12 Office of the Spokesman. Transformational Diploynadanuary 18, 2006. Georgetown
University address. January 18, 2006.
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4  The Consequences of Women in Politics

4.1 Women at Westminster

What have been the more general consequences ®fdéielopment? In
particular, has the new intake of women into pubffcce ‘made a difference’ in

terms of the substantive policy agenda?

The research on women in the 1992 election fouatttiere was a significant,
although modest, difference between women and noditicans within each
party. In particular, compared with men, within legarty women tended to be
more supportive of left-wing and feminist values, dgive higher priority to
social policy issues like education, pensions dmel health service, and to

devote more time to constituency service.

Nevertheless the overall size of the gender gapsnad|, and in general party

provided a stronger predictor of these factors.

4.1.1 The British Representation Study

Another survey - the 1997 British Representatiard$t - confirmed the pattern
found in 1992, namely that across most policy issiies party rather than
gender that proves the strongest predictor oLidg.

Across all the issue scales, women consistently terplace themselves slightly
to the left of men within their party with the ext®n of the left-right ideology
scale, where women see themselves as slightly ngiteving than their male

3 The British Representation Study was conductedeuritle direction of Pippa Norris (Harvard
University) in collaboration with Joni Lovendusksguthampton University), Anthony Heath (Nuffield
College/ CREST), Roger Jowell (Social and CommuRilgnning Research/CREST), and John Curtice
(Strathclyde University/ CREST). The research wisdriduted and administered from the School of
Economic and Social Studies at the University oftEenglia and funded by the Nuffield Foundation.
The 1997 BRS survey used a mail survey sent oatl tcandidates selected by the main British parties
(Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat, SNP, P@idnru, and Green) by**1June 1996. Fieldwork
was from 18th June to 3rd July 1996. In total 1,&p&stionnaires were distributed, producing 999
replies, representing a response rate of 61.4 perc¢be survey includes 179 MPs elected in 1992 and
277 MPs elected in 1997. The response rate prodadailly even balance between parties although the
rate of return was higher among candidates thamibent MPs.
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counterparts. The gender differences within theoualand Conservative party

are modest and rarely statistically significant.

On the issue of gender roles in the labour forad lamme, within each major
party women are more significantly more egalitarilran men. Despite
expectations surrounding the new Labour cohort @inen MPs, in fact the gap
on this issue is strongest within the Conservapiaey, where women and men
present very different positions. Moreover withie tother major parties, Liberal
Democratic women proved more egalitarian on thaesaot just than Liberal

Democrat men, but also than Labour men.

The most logical conclusion is that, although theme modest differences on the
classic economic cleavages that have always divitfedtminster partiegthe
gender of politicians matters most substantively ggmder-related issise If
these findings can be extended further, it suggbatswhere parliament debates
issues where women and men have different interest$hether protective
measures preventing domestic violence against woegumal opportunities in
the paid labour force, or childcare provision ingary schools — then potentially
the attitudes and values which women bring intoghdiamentary arena have
the potential to make a difference to the outcomspecially within the
Conservative party where men proved the most toadit group of all
politicians on the gender equality scale.

4.1.2 Conclusions

The last few years have witnessed substantial dprednts in the representation
of women in Britain. Gender equality in public life far from established but
nevertheless, after decades where there were felsmm 30 women at
Westminster, the 1997 general election and subs¢quentests in Scotland,
Wales and for the European Parliament have seereceqgented progress in

Britain.

The main reasons for this development lie in sgiageof positive discrimination
within the Labour party parliamentary recruitmembgess which led to the
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selection of many women in key target marginaldpiteethe 1997 landslide
swept Labour into power. This development has es®d the pressures on the
opposition parties to bring more women into offadhough so far the doctrine
and ethos of the Conservative party means they baea reluctant to adopt

gender quotas.

The growth of women in office has certainly altetée symbolic face of the
British political elite. But has it had a signifitaimpact upon the policy agenda
or ethos of parliamentary life? The more optimidtmpes have proved to be
exaggerated, as British party politics have folldvessentially familiar tracks.
Nevertheless any fundamental change to the Brgdhical culture cannot be
expected to occur overnight. According to the rissaof several survey (such as
the 1997 British Representation Study) the gendigrobticians does not seem
to matter on everything, but it does seem to mattest on gender-related
values, which have significant implications for sguality policy in the labour
force and home. The idea that gender matters mosjemder-related issues
may, perhaps, seem unsurprising, perhaps even cosemse. But it does
provide a strong argument to counter exaggeratquulao claims by both
sceptical critics, who argue that nothing has ckdpgand more optimistic

advocates, who hope that all will be transformeeroight.

4.2 The Development in the USA

There are 98 million women in America today. Mohart one-half of them
work. More than 12 percent head their own househditbre than 68 percent
raise children by themselves. And more than 63ionilbf them are registered
voters. They are independent, competent and kngebdde. Through
experience women are natural problem-solvers; tiraultural adaptation, they
have learned to be people-oriented, consensusepsilgho approach situations

in less confrontational ways than many men.

Yet for all their resources, attributes and streagh 2007, only 87 women serve
in the U.S. Congress. 16 women serve in the Seaatk71 women serve in the
House. The number of women in statewide electiwexeatve posts is 76, while
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the proportion of women in state legislatures i&6 percent. Although the
figures are higher than in recent years and thebewusnhave been increasing, the
overall percentages are hardly indicative of thevgrp numbers or resources

women have.

Over the years women active in American politicgehaelped to improve the
national situation and participated in looking #ord finding solutions to some
troubling issues on the American political sceneeQvould assume that the
main and only concern of the female politicians ldojust be the so called
“‘women’s” issues and that they would be interestednd strictly work on

topics related to granting more power for them. ldeer, as the history shows,
the American female politicians not only fulfillethe hopes of getting into
higher politics, they went even further. Facing tdescouragement and
scepticism they have not only managed to deal waslues on the field of

domestic policy but have also broken into the maéonal politics.

With more women moving into power, the chancesplmity between the sexes
are becoming higher. Female state lawmakers arengianto leadership roles

in unprecedented numbers, overseeing their legrelgitdaily business, shaping
states' political agendas and, advocates say,gldiim groundwork to get more

women elected.

This year, 58 women lawmakers were chosen as &tigislleaders — senate
presidents, house speakers, presidents pro tenRG- @ercent gain over last
year's 48 and more than double the female leade2800, according to a count

by the National Conference of State Legislatures.

At just 17 percent of all state legislative leadénst's still barely one out of six,
and far from reflecting the general population; vesrmmake up slightly more

than half of all Americans.

Still, the gains come at a pivotal moment for fesnpbliticians, with Hillary
Rodham Clinton running for president and Nancy 8idlwe first female speaker
of the U.S. House.
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Having female legislative leaders will influenceethpublic and fellow
lawmakers, changing attitudes so more women seékicpaffice and more

voters choose to support them.

Women legislative leaders numbered only four in tiearly all-male political
world of the late 1970s. That figure rose in th®d9to between 20 and 28 —
still 8 percent or less of all legislative leaddBst after 2000, the numbers began
to climb: to 30 in 2001; 42 in 2003; 48 in 2006¢d arow 58.

Credit goes to the women who broke ground and plaélr dues, winning
chairmanships and building coalitions, said Detedsh, director of the Centre
for American Women and Politics at New Jersey'gBust University. “Part of it

is they've been in there and they've earned theiss she said.

“It isn't just about individuals,” said Marie Wilappresident of the White House
Project, a nonprofit group that aims to encouragenen to lead in business and
politics. “There has been a change in the countd the culture. The culture
matters. ... You start to see women as leaders.gébaomfortable with women,

whether you like their policies or not.”
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5 Conclusion

Throughout the long history of politics, women haevays been inferior to
men, having to fight for even the basic rights (sas the right to vote). Even
though the situation has been improving in receatry, there are still a lot of

women’s issues waiting to be improved or changed.

The perhaps biggest fight in the past - the fightvifomen’s suffrage - proved
that women are courageous, strong and capablerti€ipating in political life
as well as men do. The long fight, ended in thawofir, brought all women in
the world closer to the life reserved just for miégave them the opportunity to
show that their skills and intelligence may progevéal while deciding about
the political, economic and cultural developmenthaf countries.

Despite the fact that there have been severaynedlliential and skilled women
in politics, it is still hard to wipe out the deepsted and long prevailing belief
that politics is better done by men than women.

The difference in the numbers of women and menvelgtiparticipating in

politics shows that we still haven't completed tey to equality.

The situation nowadays is in many respects edsar it used to be in the past.
However, the comparison seems somewhat inadeqsatbeaproblems and
difficulties the women in politics face at presgneatly vary from the ones they
had to handle in the past. Getting into politicd asaching the equality is a long

lasting and gradual process with its ups and dougigains and losses.

The issues women deal with nowadays are not oslyes concerning women
themselves but also problems concerning socieyvaisole. They arise with the
change and evolution of the society. Among subjettiirect concern to women
taken up in recent years, the most important haen le.g. partnership between
men and women in politics, women in national Paréats, women in political
parties, women's political and electoral trainifigancing women's electoral

campaigns, women in the electoral process, woniepact on the democratic
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process, women's participation in political life,omven's contribution to

development, women in economic life and the workimgld etc.

Describing the situation of women in the United ¢gdom as “"where the power
Is, women are not," Elizabeth Vallance has aptiwsed up the traditional fate

of women in democratic politics.

The staggering changes for women that have comet abmughout history in

religion, in government, in employment, in educatiand in politics did not just
happen spontaneously. Women themselves made thesges happen, very
deliberately. Women have not been the passiveiestgpof miraculous changes
in laws and human nature. Generations of women hawee together to affect
these changes through meetings, petition drivédyyiog, and public speaking.
They have worked very diligently to create a betterld for themselves, and

they have succeeded hugely.

As we have seen throughout this work, the role @men in politics is
changing: women are running for office in recordntners and many of them
are winning, assuming a prominent role in the poalitlife of their cities, states,

and nations.

On such examples as Madeleine Albright, Margaredtdirer and others, this
study proved that there are no reasons for regamlomen as unsuccessful and
not capable of doing politics. The women in Ameniees well as Great Britain’s

political life are competent and of the same im@ioce as the male politicians.
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5] Resumé

Cilem prace bylo charakterizovat a popsat situani e s¥t¢ politiky a jejich
postaveni v saiasném politickém &hi ve Velké Britanii a ve Spojenych statech
americkych. Prace jelenéna do rkolika kapitol, z nichz se kazda zabyva
jednotlivymi ¢astmi daného tématu. Situace v danych zemich jey vzd

popisovana jednotlivv samostatnych kapitolach.

Prvni kapitoly jsou zagteny na postaveni Zen ve¢gy politiky v minulosti,
st€Zejnim oddilem tétdasti se pak stava popis boje za ziskani volebniéeap

Mrivriw s

zabyvajicich se prosazenim volebniho prava.

DalSi ¢ast této prace senuje postaveni Zen poliek v sodasnosti. Porovnava
sowasny stav se stavem v minulosti a n&m@ celkovy vyvoj. Dale
vyzdvihuje sodasné nejvyrazf)Si Zenské osobnosti na politické s&éa

detailrgji rozebira jejich politickou kariéru.

Zawrecneé kapitoly zhodnocujigsobeni zen v politice, sn¢ nastiuji rozdily
mezi politiky a polittkami a také zastoupeni Zen ve vladach danych zemi

s ohledem na situaci v minulosti.

Vzhledem k potizim se shromBavanim materialu a nedostatku matérial
v origindle je vysledkem kompilace dostupnych kailpokus o pifez danym
tématem. Nejaktuafjsi informace jsoucerpany pedevSim z internetovych

zdroja.
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Appendix A: Opinions on Women in Politics and Working Mothers

Opinions on Women in Politics
and Working Mothers

Question 1: IF your party nominated a woman for president, weulkd you wote for her if she were qualified for the job?

Question 2: Do you agree or disagren with s statement? Most men ara betler suited emotionaliy for polilics than mast

Waren,
Responses By Gender

Yos Question 1 Disagres Question 2
Men ‘Women Men Waomean
1996 A% @R 4% 6%
1984 BE% 90% 7% T
100% w1393 BT% BT 7% 5%
90 1991 B5%  8T% 1% 6%
mr'u;,,—_a-——"_"/_\’_’_ e 1990 BT 85 GEm 70%
_ : 1968 9% B4 1% B8%
m' - 1866 7% 83% 58% 68%
- 1986 A% 824 B2% 54%
> [= o] e s onom
- | ] ]
T | ™ Disagree Question 2 | 1962 B3%  B3% 5% 61%
Py 1978 B1% TE% 55 53%

T T T T T T T T T T |

- P o oy ) B Ko o ) = 1977 a0es Td% A%, S0,

W W Wh% BHRY B % g omn 7Ew s 4T
1874 8% TT% AT% 51%
1872 EliE 0% - -

Queegtion 1: D oL ERree or disanres with 1his statementy A wiRing rmother can estanlish pust a8 wanm and secung a ralalionship
wilh har childran as a mather wia doss nod wark,

CQuestion 2: Do youw agees or deagree with this statement? A praschood child s lkely to suffes i b or her mother works,

Respanses By Gender

‘gg:\__“. —— =, Agron Gunslian 1 Agrer Question 1 Disagree Question 2
m “Di Chuestian 2 Men  Women WMan Women
g bt g, 1008 56% T A BB
0% """ gaa e% TSR AW E2%
S0- g 1983 5B% 7% 5% BO%
a0 a6t 1891 58N BO% 42% 57%
3% 1990 E6%  BE% 43% 54%
20% 1989 56N BT% 43% 55%
0% 1988 56%  BA% 43% 57%

I 1986 5% E7% 4% 55%

LU 1 LI LI LI 1 LI 1
«‘% {p{% @;{q,} %{% %{% @ﬁ;‘%’% @;%r ’% 1985 2% 6BT% 6% 52%

Swrcd: Sureays by e Natanal Opinian Reseadch Centar-General Sooial Survey (G55, lales! [ ol 1936,

THE PURLC PERSPECTIVE, OCTORERINOVEMNEER 1007
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Appendix B: Percentage of Women in the U.S. Governemt

Percentage of women in the U.S. Senate, 2005

Data courtesy of the Center for American Womendlities (CAWP), National Information Bank on WomanPublic
Office, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers Werisity

Percentage of women in the U.S. House 2005

Men 825

e

Women 18%

Data courtesy of the Center for American Women in Politics (CAWP),
National Information Bank on Women in Public Office, Eagleton Institute of

Politics, Rutgers University

Percentage of Democratic women in Congress since 1789

Men
gB%

f -

Women
2%
Data courtesy of the Center for American Womenahties (CAWP), National
Information Bank on Women in Public Office, Eagletmstitute of Politics,
Rutgers University
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Appendix C: Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan
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Apendix D: Politicians’ Attitudes towards Gender Equality

% Pro-cgalitarian response Cons Lah Lib Dem
Men  Women Diff Sig  Men Women DIff Sig  Men  Women DIff Sig

Govemnment should make sure that women have an eqgual 63 78 +15 o7 9 +2 92 o7 +5 =
chance to succeed {Agree)
Most men are berrer suited emotionally for politics than most 56 93 #3537 T 91 94 43 - 88 S G AN
women (Dhsaocec)
All in all, faply life suffers when the wife hag a full-time job 32 68 +36 69 86 17 = 62 67 45 ¢
(Disapzec
Being a housewife is just as fulfiling as working for pay ta 37 EAy ¢ 13 51 +7 3l 0 40
[Disagree)
A husband’s job is o eazn the moey; & wife's job is o look 55 B9 435 e 96 99 +3. ] 100 1w

after the home and famuly (Disagree)

Nore: (136: "Receatly there has been some discussion of women’s sights, Can you rell me whether you ageee or disagree with the following smrements. .. The figures

zepreseats the proportion who agree, or agree strongly, with the more epalirarian response {coded as indicared in parenthesis after the question). The difference is the

Yo men minug %o women. The significance of the difference in the mean score by men and women within each pasty is tested by ANOVA. 701 *7.05,

Source: 1997 Brinsh Representation Study N. 999 MPs and paciamentary candidares all British parties:
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