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Introduction

The topic of my bachelor’s project is associated with linguistics, the branch of science I
was vaguely familiar with before becoming a part time student at the Department of English.
This may have been one of the arguments for choosing it: To realize how attentive and hard
working student of English | have been for the past three years and to be able to show my skills
when analysing a piece of text with respect to my basic theoretical knowledge of syntax,
morphology and lexicology. My project deals with the language seen in newspaper headlines, a
language which is considered to have its own characteristics as for its grammar and vocabulary
resulting from a lack of space. This was a fundamental step to become aware of — headlines are
often incomplete and irregular sentences and this fact may even result in ambiguity for a non
native English speaker. The scope of this project is evaluation of the English as well as Czech
headlines from syntactic and lexical point of view to be able to compare them and assess what
differs and what they have in common.

Another reason why the topic drew my attention is simple — such an analysis of the
grammar of headlines requires a good portfolio of them. Therefore a corpus of two sets of online
electronic headlines was created: 200 English headlines were chosen from 4 British broadsheets
— The Times, The Guardian, The Independent, The Telegraph during the period of 8 months
(July 2013 — February 2014) and 200 Czech headlines were collected during the period of 7
months (November 2013 — April 2014). Regarding the sources of the Czech headlines, Mlada
fronta DNES (MFD) and Lidové noviny (LN) as means of the daily serious press (or more

precisely their online internet versions — www.idnes.cz and www.lidovky.cz) were chosen. The

procedure for creating the portfolio seemed to be one of the first essential steps of my project and
| found myself greatly interested.

| have decided not to divide this project into two separate parts — theoretical and practical.
Both are interconnected to better suit the organization of my analysis.

Last but not least, it is the headline which provides us, its readers, with condensed but
new information, something which seems crucial to better and faster adapt to the world we live
in. What I am trying to point out is the importance of a single piece of information arranged by
mass media, especially by one of their forms — newspapers, whose transformation from the
printed version to online has had a tremendous effect.

This project begins with a brief introduction of mass media. | consider it beneficial to
outline basic information about the style of the language seen in the headline. Thus, chapters 2
and 3 deal with common features of the language of newspaper reporting in English and the
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journalistic style in Czech. The word “headline” itself will be repeated many times in this
project, thus chapter 4 gives several definitions of it and mentions its functions.

There are two main goals set for this project — the first one is to identify given stylistic
devices with respect to syntactic and lexical standpoint both with the English and Czech
headlines, provide them with their definition, give examples of them and show their occurrence
in the corpus. First, I focus on the English headline in chapters 5 and 6. Chapters 7 and 8 provide
a similar analysis of the Czech headline. The number and choice of different stylistic devices
analysed in my project follows basic grammar identified in both languages. Mostly, | pay
attention to similar stylistic devices in both languages to be able to compare them in between.
However, there are other fields which | either have not dealt with much in details or have not
mentioned at all, i.e. typography, which certainly plays an important role when you take the sale
of a newspaper into account, the diversity within the language used in tabloids compared to
broadsheets or varieties of topics discussed in a newspaper article. The reason for not involving
them in my project definitely results from the limited space | was given.

The second one, which is the core, is to compare the grammar of the English and Czech
headlines and find major differences as well as similarities by means of my analysis. This will be
summarized and brought to a conclusion in the final chapter of this project.

For the last decade or so, thanks to the Internet, we can get access to a variety of
electronic newspapers in different languages, especially in English. However, we, their readers,
may occasionally find it difficult to comprehend them, which may lead to confusion when
searching for their correct and proper translation. Personally, | have experienced this as well.
However, having worked on this project has helped me be more aware and familiar with the
grammar encountered in English newspapers and has definitely aroused my interest in the

subject matter.



1 Mass media — their function

Newspapers, both printed and electronic, together with their headlines are considered as
one form of mass media with the aim at offering large audience a great deal of information
pursuing different goals. Thanks to the Internet, the newest form of mass communication, which
has become an easily accessible source of information, the way of creating the corpus of online
headlines analysed in this project was simplified.

According to Urban et al. (2011, p. 50-53) mass media can convey ideas, entertain,
educate, control and check, socialize and are crucial part of our everyday lives, store information
and also guarantee the right to freedom of speech and expression. Additionally, they can select
certain information, help us interpret reality and last but not least, they certainly may manipulate
and form public opinion. (Urban et al., 2011, p. 50-53).

2 The language of newspaper reporting in English

When studying the language of newspaper headlines carefully, it may be helpful to focus
on the introduction of the language of newspaper reporting in English and then inform about the
journalistic style in Czech in the next chapter.

Crystal & Davy (1997, p. 173) define specific features of the language seen in the press
as “The Language of Newspaper Reporting”. They add that “everything that happens to be
printed in a newspaper or magazine or written by a journalist is not going to be linguistically
homogenous...” (Crystal & Davy, 1997, p. 173). What they emphasize is the need to focus on
what varries rather than what stylistic devices can be deduced from the language of newspaper
reporting. They mention the headline with its own language that requires special study.

Knittlova (2003, p. 158) compares the journalistic style with the language of newspaper
reporting in English, which is considered to be an independent style and should be distinguished
from the journalistic style thanks to its specific features. The major concern of the language of
newspaper reporting is to provide the reader with information and facts without any requests for
comments. (Knittlova, 2003, p. 158).

As for the language of newspaper reporting, Knittlova (2003, p. 159) refers to it as
neutral, with the occurrence of phrases taken from the political lexicon, economic expressions
and slang words. When translating a text from English into Czech, she lays stress on the fact that
English, unlike Czech, has its own ways of condensation resulting from economy of space.
(Knittlova, 2003, p. 160).



Quirk et al. (2008) also recognize differences between journalism (activities happening
on the radio and television) and newspaper reporting with special prominence to the language of
newspaper headlines.

Bell & Garrett (1998, p. 187) mention such linguists as A. Bell, N. Fairclough, D.
Greatbatch, P. Scannell and others, whose publications have dealt with media discourse. When
analysing the layout of the newspaper, there has been a trend to focus on graphic elements and
visual composition more than the text itself divided by different linguistic means. “Newspapers,
magazines, company reports, school textbooks ... are no longer just written, but 'designed’, and
multimodally articulated.” (Bell & Garrett, 1998, p. 187).

2.1 The language of newspaper reporting in English — stylistic devices

What Crystal & Davy (1997, p. 174-188) consider essential when dealing with the
language of newspaper reporting and its stylistic devices, is their disparity resulting from a large
number of target readers. They emphasize the need for graphetic aspect including the
paragraphing, punctuation and its omission, quotation, the use of dashes rather than commas to
stress a particular piece of written information. From the other point of view, idioms and
colloquialisms as examples of informal language as well as the presence of premodification and
postmodification, simple past tense as the most frequent tense-form seen in the press are further
features of the language. (Crystal & Davy, 1997, p. 174-188).

Knittlova (2003, p. 158) admits the importance of making the language of newspaper
reporting comprehensible with respect to the reader, who should not be confused by ambiguity.
There is a large proportion of specific devices seen in the language, e.g. the use of acronyms,
abbreviations and neologisms, clichés, the preference of using short words to long ones — “the
headline vocabulary” includes such verbs as “ban, bid, claim, crack, crash, cut, dash, hit, move,
pact, plea, probe, quit, quiz, rap, red, rush, slash.” (Knittlova, 2003, p. 170). She adds that
English has its ways of condensation, the occurrence of alliteration, puns and numbers,
punctuation, which are other features of the headline.

Quirk et al. (2008) inform about the omission of the article, reporting clauses and
quotation marks, the use of ellipses, initial capitals throughout the word as typical devices for the
headline.



3 The journalistic style in Czech

As stated in Cechova et al. (2008, p. 244), the journalistic style covers the language of all
forms of mass media and also distincts between such terms as journalism and the language of
newspaper reporting. She admits a discrepancy in terminology and advises to refer to the
journalistic style when working with the language of newspaper reporting and journalism.
According to her, both journalism and newspaper reporting are activities in mass media
communication with the most important aim to offer the latest news. However, journalism unlike
newspaper reporting, provides extra commentary on it. It is the journalistic style that was first
dealt with among the Czech linguists after the Linguistic conference in Liblice in 1954. And
since then an extensive linguistic research has been conducted to discuss the topic. They mention
such Czech linguists as A. Jedlicka (1970), J. V. Becka (1973), J. Chloupek (1978), J. Bartoska
(1997) and S. Cmejrkova — J. Hoffmannova (2003) and many others whose linguistic reports on
the journalistic style have helped towards a complex understanding of the issue. (Cechova et al.,
2008, p. 244)

Becka (1973, p. 18) also deals with the journalistic style which covers both newspaper
reporting (the daily press) and journalism (the periodical press). Both terms are ways of mass
communication which also need to be distinguished. (Bec¢ka, 1973, p. 18).

As Hubacek (1987, p. 68) presents in his work dealing with the journalistic style, it is the
influential role of mass media with the aim to persuade which outweighs the informative role
emphasizing the need to provide information. He divides the journalistic style into written and
spoken and gives the language of newspaper reporting as an example of the written form. What
he emphasizes on the feature of the journalistic style is the necessity for its brevity and
comprehensibility in order to attract readers. Moreover, it is the selection of fonts and the graphic
layout of the newspaper page, which should be taken into account as well. (Hubacek, 1987, p.
68).

3.1 The journalistic style in Czech — stylistic devices

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 250) state that the journalistic style, as an example of formal
language, and a particular period of time represented by its political, economic and social
changes may form a link. In other words, there is a majority of stylistic devices which are stable
in relation to the changes, however, there are some which reflect such changes with respect to
draw the target reader’s attention. She defines such stylistic devices as “publicismy” and gives

examples of them - “tunelovat, masmédium, politické spektrum, ligova ruleta, casovy horizont,
10



prani $pinavych penéz.” (Cechova et al., 2008, p. 250). She also refers to the journalistic style as
very dynamic when looking back on the past.

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 250-251) also point out a direct connection between the
journalistic style and the specific language used in politics with the aim to persuade and
influence public opinion. This may result in the creation of special economic and political terms
first used among politicians and immediately adopted into the language of mass media. For
example, the vocabulary corresponding with the changes in our society after the year of 1989 or
the act of joining the Czech Republic to the European Union. According to her, there are other
stylistic devices typical for the language of the Czech journalistic style. It is the use of
metaphors, metonymy, simile, personification, neologisms, set expressions, clichés, borrowed
words, idioms, proverbs and sayings, expressions from informal language, slang etc. with the
eye-catching goal. (Cechova et al., 2008, p. 250-251).

11



4 The definition of the headline

According to Crystal & Davy (1997, p. 174), “headlines have to contain a clear, succinct
and if possible intriguing message, to kindle a spark of interest in the potential reader, who, on
average, is a person whose eye moves swiftly down a page and stops when something catches his
attention.” (Crystal & Davy (1997, p. 174).

“Headlines should tell the story.” Sellers (in Knittlova, 2003, p. 168). “Here is the news.
First, the headlines...” (Freeborn, 1993, p. 164).

“Simplicity, informality and impact” are three criteria for a good headline according to
Evans (in Freeborn, 1993, p. 164).

To sum up, the headline definitely plays an essential role in the language of newspaper
reporting regardless its length and size. Some people never read newspapers in detail, they only
glance at headlines to see which have aroused their interest. In the end, it is us, the readers, who

evaluate their attractiveness and may wish to continue reading.

4.1 The headline — its function

It is evident that headlines sell the newspaper and are one of the widely read types of a
written text. They are designed to catch the reader’s attention at first sight and attract curiosity
among them. They also provide a brief summary of the main idea and express the very core of a
message.

According to Mardh (1980, p. 15), one of the most important functions of the headline is
to separate the body of a text on a page with the aim to find the news, the reader is interested in,
easily. She adds the importance for evoking curiosity in the reader by telling them little or
nothing about the story. There is another device to outline the importance of the news — the
larger letters of the headline are bold and the major words are capitalized. (Mardh, 1980, p. 15).

Freeborn (1993, p. 164) mentions that the language of the headline depends not only on
what is being expressed and the technology of newspaper printing but also on the target reader,
who may differ when taking broadsheets and tabloids into account.

Urbanova (2008, p. 58-59) puts emphasis on the graphic layout of the headline, which
can be helpful when taking the reader’s interests. She mentions a variety of fonts, their size as
well as text design and its position as essential visual factors of the headline typography.

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 270) divide newspaper headlines into two groups according to

the depth of information which is to be conveyed. It is either a detailed and comprehensive

12



description of an event or it is a headline that does not include much information in order to
encourage the reader to scan through the text.

As BartosSek (in Danes, 1997, p. 62) points out in his project on the language of the Czech
journalistic style, it is the headline that tends to attract readers five times more than the text.
There has been a tendency for the headline to increase the amount of words in comparison with
the past. This results both from the faster pace people experience and the fact that the headline is

mostly the only thing the reader is interested in. (BartoSek in Danes, 1997, p. 62).

13



5 Syntactic analysis of the English headline

In order to analyse the most prominent stylistic devices found in the English headline
considering the syntactic point of view, a corpus of 200 online electronic headlines was created.
The aim of the analysis is to identify such devices in the headlines, provide them with their
definition, give examples of them and add their frequency in the corpus.

“The need for compression of the information into a limited space, the need for clarity,
the avoidance of ambiguity... ” make the headline a sentence type based on some irregularities
and indicates a discrepancy in terms of its sentence structure. (Crystal & Davy, 1997, p. 174).

As stated in Quirk et al. (1993, p. 845) block language is used for giving information and
can also be seen in newspaper headlines, which have the form of an abbreviated sentence
structure. Such types of simple sentences consist of only a noun or noun phrase or with the only
non-finite verb form. The omission of words of low information value, such as the article and the
finite form of the verb “be” is another feature of block language. (Quirk et al., 1993, p. 845).
Examples of block language:

e MINISTERS TO AXE FAILING BBC TRUST (Sunday Times)

e PAIN IN SPAIN: LA LIGA IN FINANCIAL TURMOIL (Independent)
e WARNING OVER SPAM PENSION MESSAGES (Times)

e BBC1 TO LAUNCH 'PLUS ONE' SERVICE (Guardian)

5.1 Clause structure of headlines

In this chapter | would like to focus on the clause structure of the headline, i.e. simple,
multiple (compound, complex) and verbless clauses. As to the prevalence of simple and multiple
sentences, not surprisingly, the simple sentence appears in much greater numbers. It definitely
results from the fact that a headline is required to be as short as possible. There is a higher
incidence of complex clauses compared to compound ones. When taking various types of
subordinate clauses into account, adverbial clauses followed by relative clauses seem to be the
most dominant and non-finite verb forms are given preference. The use of object clauses in the

corpus is rare, however, they appear.

See Table 1: Distribution of clauses structure in English headlines
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“A simple sentence consists of a single independent clause that does not have another clause

functioning as one of its elements. However, a simple sentence may have a clause functioning
within a phrase.” (Quirk et al., 2008, p. 719).

Examples of the simple sentence:

FIVE-YEAR-OLDS COULD FACE NATIONAL TESTS (Guardian)

UN TO ACCUSE NORTH KOREA OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY (Guardian)
HAS THE SCHOOL OF POP SHUT ITS DOORS? (Guardian)

REPROGRAMMED STEM CELLS GROWN INSIDE LIVING MICE (Telegraph)
TALIBAN GOVERNOR MAY RULE HELMAND (Times)

“The complex sentence is a sentence in which one of the elements is realized by a
subordinate clause.” (Quirk et al., 2008, p. 987).

Examples of the complex sentence with an adverbial clause:

ASAFA POWELL MAY HAVE BEEN TAKING 19 DIFFERENT SUPPLEMENTS
WHEN HE TESTED FOR DRUGS (Telegraph)

WHERE WERE YOU WHEN KENNEDY WAS SHOT? (Telegraph)
KHODORKOVSKY FLIES TO GERMANY AFTER BEING FREED BY PUTIN
(Times)

BOY ATTACKED BY CROCODILE FEARED DEAD AS 'HUMAN REMAINS' ARE
FOUND (Independent)

WORRIED ABOUT YOUR PRIVACY? WAIT UNTIL THE DRONES START
TALKING TO YOU (Guardian)

UK FLOODS: DAVID CAMERON TELLS MINISTERS TO STOP THE BLAME
GAME (Guardian)

FRANCE DRAFT RESOLUTION GIVES SYRIA 15 DAYS TO DECLARE ITS
CHEMICAL WEAPONS (Times)

Examples of the complex sentence with a relative clause:

SCOTLAND YARD REFUSES TO INFORM FAMILIES OF DEAD CHILDREN
WHOSE IDENTITIES WERE STOLEN BY UNDERCOVER OFFICERS (Telegraph)
US SCHOOLBOY WHO ATTEMPTED SUICIDE AFTER BEING BULLIED FOR
LIKING 'MY LITTLE PONY' MAY HAVE PERMANENT BRAIN DAMAGE
(Independent)

15



e TEXAS CARRIES OUT RARE EXECUTION OF FEMALE PRISONER SUZANNE
BASSO WHO WAS CONVICTED OF TORTURING AND KILLING MENTALLY
IMPAIRED MAN (Independent)

e 'GOOD TO SEE THE SKY', SAYS BRITISH JOURNALIST KIERON BRYAN
FREED IN ST PETERSBURG (Times)

Examples of the complex sentence with an object clause:
e GEORGE CLOONEY BELIEVES BRITAIN SHOULD LOSE ITS MARBLES
(Independent)
e JK ADMITS HARRY SHOULD HAVE WED HERMIONE (Times)

The number of compound sentences (composing of main clauses only) in the corpus is
sparingly used in comparison with the complex sentences.
Examples of the compound sentence:
e SCHOOL’S OUT AND THE KNIFE AWAITS (Times)
e WILL HEATHROW EXPAND OR BE DUG UP? AIRPORT WARFARE ENTERS
CRITICAL WEEK (Guardian)
e CANWE FLY MORE AND MEET CARBON TARGETS? (Guardian)
e UNEMPLOYMENT FALLS BUT PART-TIME WORKING HITS RECORD HIGH
(Times)

According to Crystal & Davy (1997, p. 181), minor sentences are irregular types of sentences
functioning as exclamations and lacking a verb and can be found in newspaper headlines. They
are not represented significantly among the analysed headlines.

Examples of the minor sentence:

e OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING (Independent)

e DAILY COOL: HAIRY CHRISTMAS! (Independent)

e ONWARD, ESCAPING SOLDIERS! (Times)

16



5.1.1 Four sentence types

Quirk et al. (1993, p. 803) divide a simple sentence into four syntactic types: declaratives,
interrogatives, imperatives and exclamatives.

Declarative sentences seem to be the most common and their number outweighs followed by
a few interrogatives. Imperative and exclamative sentences have rather similar frequencies
among the headlines. A headline should provide its audience with facts, which only declaratives

may accomplish.

See Table 2: Distribution of declaratives, interrogatives, imperatives, exclamatives in English

headlines

Examples of the interrogative:
e SCHOOL’S OUT FOR THE SUMMER - OR IS IT? (Telegraph)
e WHY DON’T BOOKS FOR GROWN-UPS HAVE ILLUSTRATIONS ANY MORE?
(Telegraph)
Examples of the exclamative:
e OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING (Independent)
e OH MY LORD! PEER SAYS HE USES DVLA 'FRIENDS' TO TRACK DOWN
MOTORISTS WHO DROP LITTER (Independent)
Examples of the imperative:
e SLOW DOWN IN SCHOOL ZONES (Independent)
e ONWARD, ESCAPING SOLDIERS! (Times)

5.2 Ellipses

Quirk et al. (2008, p. 900) refer to ellipsis as “the omission of items of little informational
value” typical for block language seen in headlines with the aim of economy of space.

When evaluating the headlines in terms of ellipses, a great incidence of ellipses of the
article followed by ellipses of the operator occurs. The ellipsis of the modal verb was spotted as
well. The leaving out of the article certainly does not influence its comprehensibility, however,
the omission of the operator may lead to ambiguity when it comes to a non native speaker’s point
of view. Furthermore, there are examples of headlines without ellipses of the article but their

number is lower.
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Ellipses of the article:

10,000 FACE RIOT POLICE IN MOSCOW AFTER _OPPOSITION LEADER
ALEXEI NAVALNY IS JAILED (Times)

_IMMIGRATION  MINISTER QUITS AFTER EMPLOYING _ILLEGAL
IMMIGRANT (Times)

_HUGE INCREASE IN AMAZON DEFORESTATION RATE (Telegraph)

TWO US CONTRACTORS KILLED BY _CAR BOMB IN KABUL (Guardian)

TWO DIE AS _BOULDER SMASHES INTO _TRAIN IN _FRENCH ALPS (Guardian)

Ellipses of the operator:

DOCTORS TOO SCARED TO CURE CANCER NEED LEGAL PROTECTION
(Telegraph)

_NICE WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT: TUC BOSS GIVEN A £104,000 GOLDEN
GOODBYE (Sunday Times)

_FINISHED THAT EBOOK YET? HANG ON, SORRY, IT KEEPS UPDATING
(Guardian)

TIME_ RUNNING OUT FOR CHINA’S ONE-CHILD POLICY AFTER THREE
DECADES (Guardian)

Ellipsis of the modal verb:

CAN WE FLY MORE AND _MEET CARBON TARGETS? (Guardian)

Examples of no ellipses of the article:

SEBASTIAN FAULKS ON THE LEGACY OF THE GREAT WAR (Times)
AMERICAN WAY: HOW BARACK OBAMA JOINED THE QUARTET OF
"TYRANTS' ON MOUNT RUSHMORE (Telegraph)

SOUTH AFRICA’S UNPOPULAR JACOB ZUMA MAKES A FINAL PLEA FOR
POWER (Telegraph)

WE FACE BEING BURIED UNDER AN AVALANCHE OF CHINESE SCIENCE
(Guardian)

18



5.3 The noun phrase

As Knittlova (2003, p.164) points out in her book, it is the great use of premodification and
postmodification in terms of giving the noun more details with the aim of provoking the reader’s
interest.

Quirk et al. (2008) introduce the noun phrase constituents consisting of the head noun, the
premodification preceding the head noun and the postmodification following the head noun.
They display a wide range of premodification and postmodification, which is not the scope of
this analysis.

There are 72 examples of headlines illustrating the incidence of premodification, which
prevails in comparison with only a few examples of postmodification in my corpus. When
analysing the headline in terms of the noun phrase, there are 15 instances containing only the
noun phrase and lacking the verb phrase. Mardh (1980, p. 58) refers to them as nominal
headlines.

Examples of premodification:

e MILLION BOTTLES OF AUSTRALIAN WINE TO BE POURED DOWN THE
DRAIN (Telegraph)

e USENERGY REGULATOR ORDERS BARCLAYS TO PAY £299M FINE (Guardian)

e SOUTH AFRICA’S UNPOPULAR JACOB ZUMA MAKES A FINAL PLEA FOR
POWER (Telegraph)

e SPAIN’S PRINCESS CRISTINA IN COURT TO TESTIFY IN ROYAL
CORRUPTION CASE (Independent)

e IMMIGRATION MINISTER MARK HARPER RESIGNS OVER ILLEGAL
IMMIGRANT CLEANER (Guardian)

Examples of premodification and postmodification:
¢ SOUTH KOREAN CHURCH LEADER WHO SET UP 'DROP BOX' TO ADOPT
UNWANTED BABIES SEES TRAILER FOR DOCUMENTARY ABOUT HIS
WORK BECOME INTERNET SENSATION (Independent)
e WHODUNNIT? JK ROWLING’S SECRET LIFE AS WIZARD CRIME WRITER
REVEALED (Sunday Times)
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Examples of headlines containing no verb:
e WARNING OVER SPAM PENSION MESSAGES (Times)
e THE BEST VALUE FRUIT AND VEG BOX SCHEMES (Times)
e COMING TO TERMS WITH RETIRING AT 70 (Times)

5.4 Tense-forms

Knittlova (2003, p. 169) deals with the way tenses are viewed considering English news
headlines. The most dominant is the present simple, which also refers to a recent past event and
adds immediacy and colour to a story. Past tense forms describe long time events once taking
place in the past and being discussed in the presence again. To refer to the future, the infinitive is
used. (Knittlova, 2003, p. 169).

As Mardh (1980, p. 172) points out in her work, there are so-called unmarked headlines for
tense lacking finite form of be and being displayed in present and past tense forms. She gives
examples of some of them: “20 passengers_trapped in bus over river; Women_ to be held in
men’s prison; Tories_confident of amending Finance Bill, African accord with Mr Smith _now in
sight.” According to her survey in the distribution of present, past and unmarked tense forms in
verbal headlines taken from the Times (evaluated from a collection of 951 examples), there are
61.6 % of examples of present tense forms, 36.1% of examples of unmarked for tense and 2.3 %
of past tense forms. (Mardh, 1980, p. 172).

As to the headlines gathered in my corpus, the total of 200 verb forms were classified in
terms of present and past tense forms and headlines unmarked for tense, i.e. present tense-forms
include the present tense and forms with present tense modals and the present perfect, past tense
forms include the past tense and forms with past tense modals, unmarked for tense (see above)
and headlines refering to the future.

The frequency of tense-forms is shown in Table 3, the present tense is generally preferred
and occurs in 58% of all the verb forms, the past tense form occurs in 10.5%, there are 3
examples of future-time reference (will + verb), however, the infinitive to refer to the future is
given priority (15 examples). Besides that, unmarked tense forms are presented in 22.5% of all

the evaluated verb forms.

See Table 3: Distribution of tense-forms in English headlines
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Examples of the present simple:

DEMENTIA RATES FALL AS PUBLIC HEALTH IMPROVES (Telegraph)
ROYAL MAIL SALE DELIVERS £2,000 TO EVERY POSTIE (Sunday Times)
SCHOOL’S OUT AND THE KNIFE AWAITS (Sunday Times)

MINISTER MARK HARPER QUITS OVER HIS CLEANER (Sunday Times)

Examples of the present continuous:

EUROZONE CRISIS IS JUST GETTING STARTED (Telegraph)

CHINA’S INVESTMENTS IN THE US ARE GROWING SHOULD WE BE
CONCERNED? (Guardian)

MIRIAM GONZALEZ DURANTEZ SAYS 'ABSURD LABELS' ARE HOLDING
BACK WOMEN (Guardian)

Examples of the past tense:

TEXAS CARRIES OUT RARE EXECUTION OF FEMALE PRISONER
SUZANNE BASSO WHO WAS CONVICTED OF TORTURING AND KILLING
MENTALLY IMPAIRED MAN (Independent)

TUBE STRIKE 2014: HOW FAR COULD YOU HAVE FLOWN DURING YOUR
COMMUTE? (Independent)

WHERE WERE YOU WHEN KENNEDY WAS SHOT? (Telegraph)

Examples of headlines unmarked for tense:

TWO US CONTRACTORS KILLED BY CAR BOMB IN KABUL (Guardian)
AMBULANCE CARJACKED WHILE WORKER SLEPT IN THE BACK
(Independent)

POORER PUPILS HELD BACK BY 'SOFT BIGOTRY OF LOW
EXPECTATIONS' (Telegraph)

RUSSIA FACING NO ACCESS TO SPACE FOR FIRST TIME SINCE COLD
WAR (Telegraph)

MORE CHILDREN DYING IN AFGHAN VIOLENCE SAYS UN, WITH DEATH
TOLL UP 34 PER CENT (Independent)

MARK ZUCKERBERG TO SELL $2.3BN WORTH OF FACEBOOK SHARES
(Guardian)
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Future-time reference:
e NPOWER TO PAY £35M FOR MISLEADING CUSTOMERS OVER
SWITCHING (Guardian)
e WILL HEATHROW EXPAND OR BE DUG UP? AIRPORT WARFARE ENTERS
CRITICIAL WEEK (Guardian)
e GCSE GRADES WILL FALL AGAIN AS EXAM BOARDS TAKE TOUGHER
LINE (Times)

5.5 Non-finite verb forms

As stated in Duskova et al. (2012, p. 265), non-finite verb forms are the infinitive, the
-ing participle and the -ed participle. When taking into account all the grammatical categories,
only aspect and voice can be expressed by the non-finite verb form. (Duskova et al., 2012, p.
266).

Knittlova (2003, p. 168) emphasizes the prominence of non-finite verb forms in the
English headline as a means of syntactic condensation which aims space saving.

My findings indicate that one quarter of all the verb forms are identified as non-finite, the
infinitive is prefered to —ed and —ing participle. To sum it up, finite verb forms are considered to
be by far the most numerous in the English headline.

Examples of non-finite verb forms:
e GREEN MEASURES TO BLAME FOR RISING ENERGY BILLS, SAYS NPOWER

(Guardian)

e BARRISTERS TO DECIDE THIS WEEK ON LEGAL AID STRIKE (Independent)
e GOOGLE GLASS HACKED BY A SIMPLE QR CODE: NEW TECH MEANS NEW

EXPLOITS (Independent)

e EASYJET PLANE TAKES OFF LEAVING 29 PASSENGERS ON THE TARMAC

(Guardian)

e FAILING MUSLIM FREE SCHOOL TO BE TAKEN OVER BY ACADEMY CHAIN

(Times)

e |IMMIGRATION MINISTER QUITS AFTER EMPLOYING ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT

(Times)
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5.6 Voice

Carter et al. (1997, p. 158-159) pay attention to the use of passive and active sentences
when dealing with the language in the press. They describe the active sentence with its subject
placed to the initial part to be clear who takes the responsibility, unlike the passive sentence in
which the active subject becomes the passive agent and is moved to the end of the sentence.
When comparing their presence in two British newspapers - the Daily Star, as an example of the
tabloid, to the Guardian, reporting more serious news, there is something that differs: “So in the
Daily Star there is a marked use of repeated, transitive verbs in the active. In the Guardian the
story is presented less sensationallly and ...there is a greater balance between active and passive
clauses...” (Carter et al., 1997, p. 162).

Among the analysed headlines, active sentences are represented significantly: 158 active
and 27 passive sentences. A big majority of the passive verb forms are expressed in the present
perfect passive and only the past participle is used.

Examples of active sentences:

e ROBIN THICKE MADE A MISTAKE WITH BLURRED LINES, SAYS SIMON LE
BON (Telegraph)

e JACK STRAW: IN HASAN ROUHANTI’S IRAN, YOU CAN FEEL THE WINDS OF
CHANGE (Independent)

e NOT JUST MPS, WHERE ARE THE WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT? NEW FIGURES
SHOW THAT FEWER THAN ONE IN FIVE HOLDERS OF KEY POSTS ARE
FEMALE (Independent)

e NEKNOMINATION DEATH: IRISH TEENAGER DIES AFTER TAKING PART IN
SOCIAL MEDIA CRAZE (Independent)

e VICTIM TO VICTOR: VICTORIA BECKHAM GOES FROM SPICE GIRL TO
RESPECTED FASHION DESIGNER (Independent)

Examples of passive sentences:
e SCOTLAND YARD REFUSES TO INFORM FAMILIES OF DEAD CHILDREN
WHOSE IDENTITIES WERE STOLEN BY UNDERCOVER OFFICERS (Telegraph)
e WILL HEATHROW EXPAND OR BE DUG UP? AIRPORT WARFARE ENTERS
CRITICIAL WEEK (Guardian)
e DELHI GANG-RAPISTS SENTENCED TO DEATH (Guardian)
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AMBULANCE CARJACKED WHILE WORKER SLEPT IN THE BACK
(Independent)

BOY ATTACKED BY CROCODILE FEARED DEAD AS 'HUMAN REMAINS'
ARE FOUND (Independent)

TWO US CONTRACTORS KILLED BY CAR BOMB IN KABUL (Guardian)
KHODORKOVSKY FLIES TO GERMANY AFTER BEING FREED BY PUTIN
(Times)

5.7 Modal auxiliaries

Quirk et al. (2008, p. 136) provide a list of all modal auxiliaries and the criteria for their

identification. | only would like to draw my attention to their incidence in the headlines without

any intention to study them in details. There are only 23 examples of modals identified in the

corpus, which shows quite a low frequency.

Quirk et al (2008, p. 147) speak about the role of different modals: “to give advice, make

promises or threats, give orders.” (Quirk et al, 2008, p. 147). This aspect may result in their less

favouring among the headlines representing the quality press as it aims for providing facts. The

usage of can, may and will is the greatest in number.

Examples of modal auxiliaries:

SHARES MAY BE IN TURMOIL BUT DON’T PANIC (Times)

WHY YOU SHOULD BE INVESTING IN SHARES (Times)

HACKERS FOR HIRE CAN ROB YOU BLIND FOR $300 AN HOUR (Times)

DO WE LIVE IN THE MATRIX? SCIENTISTS BELIEVE THEY MAY HAVE
ANSWERED THE QUESTION (Telegraph)

LABOUR WILL WIN IN 2015, SAYS EX-COALTION MINISTER (Telegraph)

JK ADMITS HARRY SHOULD HAVE WED HERMIONE (Sunday Times)

TUBE STRIKE 2014: HOW FAR COULD YOU HAVE FLOWN DURING YOUR
COMMUTE? (Independent)
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5.8 Punctuation

Knittlova (2003, p. 171) points out that the frequent use of punctuation in the headline is
considered to be one of the prominent features. As for punctuation, it is the use of colons,
inverted commas and dashes we may encounter most in the headline. The purpose of the colon
and dash is to separate the headline to link its thoughts and avoid ambiguity. (Knittlova, 2003, p.
171).

Crystal & Davy (1997, p. 179) add that inverted commas may also be frequently seen in the
headline for several reasons: to quote, to put the writer’s emphasis on a piece of information and
to catch the reader’s attention.

The headlines in my corpus were examined in terms of punctuation with the following
results: There is no comma at the end of the headline, a small number of the exclamation mark,
the use of the dash and hyphen appear almost equally, a great frequency of the colon to saparate
the headlines, the apostrophe and inverted commas are large in numbers.

See Table 4: Use of punctuation in English headlines

Examples of punctuation:

e TYSON GAY BAN: WHAT IS OXILOFRINE? (Guardian)

e BOOT UP: METADATA MEANING, SMARTPHONES FOR ALL?, GMAPS ON
IPAD, AND MORE (Guardian)

e TUBE STRIKE 2014: HOW FAR COULD YOU HAVE FLOWN DURING YOUR
COMMUTE? (Independent)

e EU LOSES AAA RATING IN S&P DOWNGRADE (Guardian)

e WOODY ALLEN DENIES FARROW’S BITTER SEX ALLEGATIONS (Guardian)

e OH MY LORD! PEER SAYS HE USES DVLA 'FRIENDS' TO TRACK DOWN
MOTORISTS WHO DROP LITTER (Independent)

e PUSSY RIOT DUO SACKED BY 'BANDMATES" AFTER US TV APPEARANCE
(Independent)

e WILL HEATHROW EXPAND OR BE DUG UP? AIRPORT WARFARE ENTERS
CRITICAL WEEK (Guardian)

e ONWARD, ESCAPING SOLDIERS! (Times)
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e F*** THE EU: SENIOR US DIPLOMAT VICTORIA NULAND MAKES HER
POSITION CLEAR IN BUGGED CONVERSATION WITH UKRAINE ENVOY
(Independent)

Examples of inverted commas as a way of quotation:
e 'WE HAVE BEEN HERE LONGER THAN A THOUSAND YEARS': KURDISTAN’S
FIGHT FO NATIONHOOD (Independent)
e 'GOOD TO SEE THE SKY', SAYS BRITISH JOURNALIST KIERON BRYAN
FREED IN ST PETERSBURG (Times)

Examples of inverted commas as a way of evoking interest:
e FRANCOIS HOLLANDE: DAVID CAMERON COMMITTED 'SCHOOLBOY
ERROR' ON SYRIA (Telegraph)
e OH MY LORD! PEER SAYS HE USES DVLA 'FRIENDS' TO TRACK DOWN
MOTORISTS WHO DROP LITTER (Independent)

5.9 Figures and acronyms

Knittlova (2003, p. 170) also mentions a preference of figures to words with the space saving
effect. As stated in Mardh (1980, p. 157), a big majority of acronyms used in newspapers belong
to the sphere of politics and economics. A special attention should be paid to avoid such
acronyms which are only comprehended by a small number of people or at least reword them in
the text. This does not apply to commonly used abbreviations. (Mérdh, 1980, p. 157).

As seen in my corpus, there are 46 examples of figures, 14 of them are displayed in their
written form. There is a big number of acronyms with repeating prevalence, i.e. US, UK, EU,
BBC, JK, MPs. However, there are some | have never heard of and require further reading to
fully understand them.

Examples of figures and acronyms:
e NICE WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT: TUC BOSS GIVE A £104,000 GOLDEN
GOODBYE (Times) —TUC = Trades Union Congress
e OH MY LORD! PEER SAYS HE USES DVLA 'FRIENDS' TO TRACK DOWN
MOTORISTS WHO DROP LITTER (Independent) — DVLA = Driver & Vehicle
Licensing Agency

26



GCSE GRADES WILL FALL AGAIN AS EXAM BOARDS TAKE TOUGHER LINE
(Times)

EU LOSES AAA RATING IN S&P DOWNGRADE (Guardian)

US ENERGY REGULATOR ORDERS BARCLAYS TO PAY £299M FINE (Guardian)
FRANCE DRAFT RESOLUTION GIVES SYRIA 15 DAYS TO DECLARE ITS
CHEMICAL WEAPONS (Times)

PRINCES OF THE CITY SEAL £21bn DEAL AT STOCK MARKET CHARITY DAY
(Times)

ROYAL MAIL SALE DELIVERS £2,000 TO EVERY POSTIE (Times)
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6 Lexical analysis of the English headline

The aim of the lexical analysis is to focus on identification of common lexical devices
recognized in the English headline as well as to provide them with their definitions. Regarded to
the register “the type of language that you use in a particular situation...” (Macmillan English
Dictionary for Advanced Learners, 2002, p. 1188), one may refer to it as neutral, however, a
certain amount of colloquial expressions was also noticed. As all the headlines were chosen from
broadsheets only, their goal is to report the latest political events and news, leaving out sensation
and celebrities’ life stories. This fact is certainly reflected in the choice of lexicon.

6.1 Headline vocabulary

Headline language is elliptical because of lack of space a headline page provides. Thus,
the range of vocabulary following such a requirement and short words replacing their longer
synonyms are preferred (Knittlova, 2003, p. 170). The headline vocabulary, as Knittlova
enumerates, is dealt with in subchapter 2.1. Its presence in the headlines collected in the corpus
is demonstrated in the following examples, some of them were spotted even repeatedly: to seize
= take by force, to ban = officially forbid, to tackle = make an effort, to wed = get married to,
plea = request, havoc = chaotic situation, jeopardy = danger. As far as the non native English
speaker’s opinion is concerned, one may face difficulties to fully understand some of them.
Examples of headline vocabulary:

e PANAMA SEIZES NORTH KOREAN SHIP CARRYING WEAPONS (Guardian)

e TYSON GAY BAN: WHAT IS OXILOFRINE? (Guardian)

e SHARES MAY BE IN TURMOIL BUT DON’T PANIC (Times)

e VLADIMIR PUTIN IN PLEA TO AMERICAN PUBLIC AS US AND RUSSIA

FALTER OVER SYRIA RESOLUTION (Independent)

e OSBORNE HANDED £20BN BORROWING BOOST (Sunday Times)
e |IMMIGRATION MINISTER QUITS AFTER EMPLOYING ILLEGAL MIGRANT

(Times)

e JKADMITS HARRY SHOULD HAVE WED HERMIONE (Sunday Times)
e EX-SOLDIER SUES MINISTRY OF DEFENCE FOR ALLEGED FAILURE TO

TACKLE BULLYING (Guardian)

e THREE BANKERS ON TRIAL IN DUBLIN OVER CRASH THAT BROUGHT

IRELAND TO ITS KNEES (Independent)
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UK WEATHER: FURY RISES WITH THE FLOOD WATERS CAUSING HAVOC
AND EVACUATIONS ACROSS BRITAIN (Independent)

MPS TRY TO MUZZLE MEDIA REGULATOR: FEARS THAT 'SINISTER' PLANS
TO TRANSFER POWERS FROM OFCOM TO GOVERNMENT WILL PUT
DIVERSITY AND QUALITY IN JEOPARDY (Independent)

SYRIA PEACE TALKS BREAK DOWN AS DEATH TOLL PASSES 140,000
(Telegraph)

FRAUDSTERS TARGET TAXPAYERS IN NEW SCAM (Times)

CUSTOMERS LOSE RIGHT TO SUE AFTER TAKING OMBUDSMAN
COMPENSATION (Telegraph)

SNOW HITS TOKYO, EVEN BULLET TRAINS DELAYED (Times)

6.2 Colloquial style

Concerning colloquial vocabulary, my attention is paid to the incidence of such

vocabulary, phrasal verbs alternatively expletives. The prevalence of phrasal verbs is quite

common as 32 examples were identified. Predictably, the use of swearing words with only 2

examples is rare.

A phrasal verb is “a combination of words that is used like a verb and consists of a verb

and an adverb or preposition...” (Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, 2002,

p. 1062), an expletive is “a rude word you use when you are angry, annoyed, or upset that might

offend some people. ” (Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, 2002, p. 485).

Examples of informal style:

WHODUNNIT? JK ROWLING’S SECRET LIFE AS WIZARD CRIME WRITER
REVEALED (Sunday Times)

BOOT UP: METADATA MEANING, SMARTPHONES FOR ALL?, GMAPS ON
IPAD, AND MORE (Guardian)

WHY DON’T BOOKS FOR GROWN-UPS HAVE ILLUSTRATIONS ANY MORE?
(Telegraph)

ATTICUS: THOSE BBC FOLK — THEY’RE ALWAYS BASHING THE BEEB
(Sunday Times)

SUSPECTED HARLEM MUGGERS ACCIDENTALLY SEND SELFIES TO
POLICE (Independent)

ROYAL MAIL SALE DELIVERS £2,000 TO EVERY POSTIE (Sunday Times)
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Examples of phrasal verbs:

FLESH-EATING MAGGOTS END UP IN HOLIDAYMAKER’S EAR (Times)
SCIENTISTS CLOSE IN ON GENETIC TREATMENT FOR DOWN?’S (Times)
COMING TO TERMS WITH RETIRING AT 70 (Times)

THE COMMA MAY BY DYING OUT, SAYS US PROFESSOR (Independent)

TIME RUNNING OUT FOR CHINA’S ONE-CHILD POLICY AFTER THREE
DECADES (Guardian)

HOLD ON, FARMERS, THAT’S YOUR SOIL TURNING RIVERS INTO FLOODS
(Sunday Times)

US 'CUTS BACK ON PAKISTAN DRONE STRIKES DURING TALIBAN PEACE
TALKS' (Independent)

Examples of expletives:

PLANNINGTOROCK INTERVIEW: 'A SONG ABOUT PATRIARCHY SAVED MY
ASS' (Independent)

F*** THE EU:. SENIOR US DIPLOMAT VICTORIA NULAND MAKES HER
POSITION CLEAR IN BUGGED CONVERSATION WITH UKRAINE ENVOY
(Independent)

6.3 Compound nouns

“A compound is a lexical unit consisting of more than one base and functioning both

grammatically and semantically as a single word.” (Quirk et al., 2008, p. 1567). They add that

compounding as a way of word-formation in English usually consists of two bases.

There are 33 instances of compound nouns in the corpus.

Examples of compound nouns:

IT’S RAINING BATS: 100,000 ROTTING CARCASSES FALL FROM THE SKY
DURING AUSTRALIAN HEATWAVE (Independent)

FLESH-EATING MAGGOTS END UP IN HOLIDAYMAKER’S EAR (Times)
'NEKNOMINATION': ISAAC RICHARDSON IS FIRST BRITON TO DIE FROM
ONLINE DRINKING CRAZE (Independent)

CHARLES URGED TO DESTROY ROYAL IVORY HOARD TO BACK HIS
WILDLIFE CAMPAIGN (Times)
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CHINA TO TACKLE FILM FRAUD FOLLOWING HIDDEN BOX OFFICE
RETURNS (Guardian)

UKRAINE NOT INVESTIGATING BUGGED PHONE CALL BETWEEN US
DIPLOMATS (Guardian)

6.4 Idioms

“An idiom is an expression whose meaning is different from the meaning of the individual

words.” (Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, 2002, p. 710).

Idioms are examples of informality with the eye-catching effect and may lead to

incomprehension for a non native speaker. It is evident that idioms are not avoided in the

language of headlines as 9 were encountered.

Examples of idioms:

FRANCOIS HOLLANDE: DAVID CAMERON COMMITED 'SCHOOLBOY
ERROR' ON SYRIA (Telegraph)

ALEPPO REBELS ANGRY AS DIPLOMACY SEEMS TO LET ASSAD OFF THE
HOOK (Guardian)

THREE BANKERS ON TRIAL IN DUBLIN OVER CRASH THAT BROUGHT
IRELAND TO ITS KNEES (Independent)

KANSAS REPUBLICAN LEADERS GET COLD FEET OVER 'ANTI-GAY"' BILL
(Guardian)

MILLIONS BOTTLES OF AUSTRALIAN WINE TO BE POURED DOWN THE
DRAIN (Telegraph)

NICE WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT: TUC BOSS GIVEN A £104,000 GOLDEN
GOODBYE (Sunday Times)

JACK STRAW: IN HASAN ROUHANTI’S IRAN, YOU CAN FEEL THE WINDS OF
CHANGE (Independent)

SO IS IRAN OPEN FOR BUSINESS? US SECRETARY OF STATE JOHN KERRY
SAYS NO — BUT NOT EVERYONE IS PREPARED TO TOW WASHINGTON’S
LINE (Independent)

US FOREIN POLICY IN LATIN AMERICA LEAVES AN OPEN DOOR FOR
CHINA (Guardian)
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6.5 Rhymes and rhythm

A rhyme means “a word that ends with the same sound as another word”. (Macmillan
English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, 2002, p. 1218).

Assonance is “the repetition of identical vowel sounds that are not followed by identical
consonant sounds in two or more words...” (Vodi¢kova, 2006, p. 53). Consonance is “the
repetition of identical consonant sounds and different vowel sounds...” (Vodic¢kova, 2006, p. 53).

As all the above mentioned terms belong to the language of poetry, which certainly is far
from the language analysed in this project, one may expect their absence in the headline.
Nevertheless, there is a small number to show their incidence.

Playing with sound and rhythm:
e PRAIRIE PIONEER QUILT GUILD (Independent)
e DRIP, DRIP, DRIP BY DAY AND NIGHT (Guardian)

Examples of assonance:
e UK FLOODS: DAVID CAMERON TELLS MINISTERS TO STOP THE BLAME
GAME (Guardian)
e CASHLESS SOCIETY —WHY THERE’S NO PAIN OR GAIN FROM A PLASTIC
FUTURE (Guardian)
e ROXANA TRUSTEE, MAYOR DISAGREE ON DEMOLITION FUNDING
(Telegraph)

An example of consonance:

e PING-PONG DIPLOMACY BY NICHOLAS GRIFFIN — REVIEW (Guardian)

6.6 Alliteration

Alliteration means “the repetition of initial sounds.” (Vodickova, 2006, p. 53). Knittlova
(2003, p. 171) highlights the role of alliteration in the headline — to express a contrast, evoke
interest and curiosity in the reader.

24 examples of alliteration found in the corpus may reflect its popularity in the

newspaper language.
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Examples of alliteration:

DALLAS’S DARKEST DAY (Sunday Times)

CHINA TO TACKLE FILM FRAUD FOLLOWING HIDDEN BOX OFFICE
RETURNS (Guardian)

US EMPLOYMENT FIGURES FUEL FEARS JOB MARKET RECOVERY MAY
HAVE STALLED (Guardian)

MAN CITY: ARE THEY ENGLAND’S GREATEST GOAL GRABBERS? (Sunday
Times)

THEATRE COLLAPSE: WITNESSES SAW CEILING SAGGING FROM RAIN
(Times)

TUESDAY’S PREP GIRLS ROUNDUP: TIGERS TAKE OUT T-TOWN (Telegraph)
WINTER OLYMPICS 2014: BIGGER, BRASHER, BRIGHTER — SOCHI RELEASES
SPIRIT OF VLADIMIR PUTIN’S RUSSIA (Independent)

6.7 Puns

Crystal (1998, p. 101) deals with language play as one of the features of every language.

People play with the language to entertain both themselves and others. Puns seen in the press are

examples of such fun and humour with the eye-catching effect. The Guardian, belonging to the

quality press, “achieved a reputation for the ingenuity of its headline punning.” He also

emphasizes the fact that every language play requires good knowledge of the language and its

culture to avoid incomprehension. Non native speakers may face difficulties when it comes to
punning. (Crystal, 1998, p. 101).

Playing with the meaning of the word:

FIFTY SHADES OF PANTS .. NEW LINGERIE INSPIRED BY BOOK
(Independence)

ACTIVIST: JAIL BOND ISSUE WORK OF 'CRANKS' (Telegraph)

DAILY COOL: HAIRY CHRISTMAS! (Independent)

DUBAI OR NOT DUBAI? (Sunday Times)

HENRIK THE GREAT (Times)

IT’S RAINING BATS: 100,000 ROTTING CARCASSES FALL FROM THE SKY
DURING AUSTRALIAN HEATWAVE (Independent)
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7 Syntactic analysis of the Czech headline

The procedure for evaluating the language seen in the Czech headline does not differ
from what it has been examined in the English headline. For this reason, a corpus of 200 Czech
headlines was created. Regarding the sources of the headlines, Mlada fronta DNES (MFD) and
Lidové noviny (LN) as means of the daily quality press were selected or more precisely their

online internet versions — www.idnes.cz and www.lidovky.cz. The aim of this analysis is to

identify different stylistic devices in the Czech headline, illustrate their incidence and show their
prevalence in the corpus. First, the headline will be studied from a syntactic point of view
followed by a lexical standpoint. Similarities as well as differences between the English and

Czech headline will be discussed in the Summary.

7.1 Clause structure

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 270) point out to the tendency towards the use of the simple
sentence consisting of the subject and the predicate and multiple sentence, compared to the past
when the headline with the verbless simple sentence was in common use.

My findings show high proportion of the simple sentence in contrast with multiple.
Another important feature is the widespread use of the headline consisting of two simple
sentences, whose meanings are closely related. A small number of the complex sentence,

predominantly relative and object clause, was spotted.

See Table 5: Distribution of clauses structure in Czech headlines

Examples of the simple sentence:

e PRI PADU VRTULNIKU ZAHYNULO V AFGHANISTANU PET VOJAKU NATO
(LN)

e MEYER BERGMAN KOUPIL ZA DVE MILIARDY KC OUTLET FASHION ARENA
(MFD)

e VYRAZTE DO SOCI ZA MEDAILOVOU RADOSTI (MFD)

e DOKUMENT TRABANTEM AZ NA KONEC SVETA NEBUDE NIC PRO
“POSEROUTKY”(MFD)

e ROCKOVA FEMME FATALE PATTI SMITH VYSTOUPi NA FESTIVALU V
TRUTNOVE (LN)
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Examples of the compound sentence:

SEF ODBORU NABIDL SVOU FUNKCI ZA MILION PODNIKATELI, DOSTAL
PODMINKU (MFD)

KOZENKOVE RYCHLIKY DO PETI LET SKONCI, SLIBUJI CESKE DRAHY
(MFD)

POTREBUJEME 700 MILIARD, ZNi Z KYJEVA (LN)

700. JAGR POKORIL BAJNOU GOLOVOU METU A UZ MYSLi NA DALSI
STOVKU (LN)

UKRAJINSKY PARLAMENT SESADIL PREZIDENTA JANUKOVYCE, VOLBY
VYHLASIL NA 25. KVETNA (LN)

Examples of the complex sentence:

BURSIK: JE TU RADA ZAIMU RUSKA, KTERE VYJADRUJE PREZIDENT
ZEMAN (MFD)

REMUNDOVA: POCHOPILA JSEM, ZE LIDI Z MORDPARTY JSOU CITLIVi A
INTELITENTNI (LN)

CECH V IRAKU: PO NAVRATU SI UZIVATE, ZE NA VAS NIKDO NEMIRI
ZBRANI (LN)

Examples of the headlines containing two simple sentences:

AMSTERODAM PRIJIMA NA UKLID ULIC ALKOHOLIKY. ODMENUJE JE
PIVEM (MFD)

ODPADLICI Z ODS MAJI PUNC KMOTROVSTVIi. DALSI PARTAJE JE ODMITAIJ{
(LN)

OBCHODNI HORECKA A STATISICE POUTNIKU. RiIM SE PRIPRAVUJE NA
SVATORECENI{ PAPEZU (LN)

CESKY PAN GAZPROM SPOUSTI SVUJ VLASTNI BYZNYS. BUDE DELAT
SAFIRY (MFD)
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7.1.1 Four sentence types

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 271) write about a tendency for an increase of both the
interrogative sentence and also rhetorical question in the headline.

Not surprisingly, the declarative sentence is the fundamental sentence type seen in the
headlines as its primary function is to convey a piece of information. However, there are only 15
instances of the interrogative sentence, which supports the fact that a question means a lack of
information the speaker has and the aim of the headline is to provide its reader with the latest
news. The distribution of all structural types of the sentence is shown in Table 6.

See Table 6: Distribution of declaratives, interrogatives, exclamatives and imperatives in Czech

headlines

Examples of the rhetorical question:
e BLANKA A CERNA STAVBA? JDE O INFANTILNI HUDECKOVU HRU, MINi
BEM (LN)
e EURO ZA 28 KORUN? JE TO MOZNE, REKL BANKER. KORUNA HNED
OSLABILA (LN)
e SVOBODA TISKU? NEJVETSI JE VE FINSKU, SITUACE V CESKU SE LEPSI
(LN)

Examples of the imperative question:
e VYRAZTE DO SOCI ZA MEDAILOVOU RADOSTI (MFD)
e NEBUD JAKO CIRKUSAK, DRZ SE MALOVANI, CHTELA BABICKA, LICi
PETR NIKL (LN)
e BEZ DOMU IVANE! PRED RUSKY KONZULAT V BRNE PRISLI UKRAJINCI I
CESI (MFD)
e PRODEJTE NAM PLYN, NALEHA EVROPA S CESKEM NA AMERIKU (MFD)

Examples of the exclamative question:
e 'HEIL HITLER!" KRICEL OPILY MISTOPREDSEDA EVROPSKEHO
PARLAMENTU (LN)
e KUPREDU, LEVA, ZPATKY NI KROK! V DOXU VYSTAVUJi POLITICKE
PLAKATY (LN)
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7.2 Ellipses

According to Becka (1973, p. 111-112), there is the ellipsis of the the subject as well as
the auxiliary verb and the predicate occurring in the Czech headline. He claims that it is the eye-
catching effect and the requirement for brevity that play their roles in the use of the ellipsis.

As for the analysed headlines, ellipses, predominantly of the predicate (29 examples) and
the subject (11examples) were recognized. Thus, non-elliptical sentences are generally preferred.
Examples of the ellipsis of the subject:

e VESEL DO NEMOCNICE A ZACAL STRILET. PAK AMERICAN SPACHAL

SEBEVRAZDU (MFD)

e KRIZI NEZVLADL. CAMERON NA ZAPLAVY REAGOVAL SPATNE, MYSLI SI

BRITOVE (LN)

Examples of the ellipsis of the verb to be:
e EURO ZA 28 KORUN? JE TO MOZNE, REKL BANKER. KORUNA HNED
OSLABILA (LN)
e CASOPIS FORBES NA PRODEJ? VYDAVATEL OCEKAVA RADU ZAJEMCU
(LN)
e SVOBODA TISKU? NEJVETSI JE VE FINSKU, SITUACE V CESKU SE LEPSI
(LN)

Examples of the ellipsis of the predicate:
e CESKY KONZUL V NEW YORKU: POMLAZKU BYCH SE TU BAL POUZIT
(LN)
e PREVOZ ZRANENYCH Z MAJDANU. ARMADA: PUJIDE O NAROCNOU
OPERACI (LN)

7.3 Tense-forms

Table 7 indicates the distribution of tense-forms the headlines are divided to. It is evident
that the present tense is the most frequent followed by quite a big number of headlines marked

for the past tense. Headlines with the future tense are not represented significantly.

See Table 7: Distribution of tense-forms in Czech headlines
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Examples of the past tense:

PRODEJ AUT V EU STOUPL V PRVNIM CTVRTLETI O VICE NEZ OSM
PROCENT (MFD)

GROSS SE KAL V TELEVIZI. PRIJAL KRISTA A OMLUVIL SE VSEM, JEZ
ZKLAMAL (MFD)

MEYER BERGMAN KOUPIL ZA DVE MILIARDY KC OUTLET FASHION
ARENA (MFD)

Examples of the present tense:

RUSKO DAL ODMITA DOVAZET PRASATA Z EU. UNIE ZADA O POMOC WTO
(MFD)

HRAJU PODLE VLASTNICH PRAVIDEL, RIKA VYTVARNICE KATERINA
SEDA (LN)

PUTIN: VZHLEDEM K OHROZENi ZIVOTU OBCANU RUSKE FEDERACE
ZADAM... (LN)

Examples of the future tense:

OCHLADI SE. SVATEK PRACE PROPRSI, O VIKENDU BUDE NA HORACH I
SNEZIT (MFD)

DRAHY ROZSIRI SERVIS NA DALKOVYCH VLACICH, SESKRTAJI EXTERNI
VLAKUSKY (MFD)

VUDCE SYRSKE AL-KAJDY V EXKLUZIVNIM ROZHOVORU: ZVITEZIME V
RADU DNI (LN)

7.4 Non-finite verb forms

It is evident that the use of non-finite verb forms is not a typical feature for the language

seen in the Czech headline. Most of the headlines appear to be finite.

An example of the non-finite verb form:

POSTAK NABIZEJiCi CIGARETY? TO JE SELHANI STATU, RIKA PORADKYNE
PRO ODVYKANTI (LN)
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Examples of finite verb forms:

e UKRAJINE HROZI VALKA. KDO UDELA OSUDOVY KROK? PTA SE RUSKY
LIST (LN)

e BLOKUJETE JMENOVANI PROFESORU, ZLOBi SE SKOLY. MINISTR CEKA
NA ZAKON (MFD)

e SOBOTKA NEVERIi INTERVENCI PROTI KORUNE. LIDE VIC UTRACET
NEBUDOU, RiKA (MFD)

e RATH PODEPISOVAL NOVOU KNIHU. VE TRECH KNIHKUPECTVICH HO
ODMITLI (LN)

7.5 Voice

As Becka (1973, p. 125) asserts, the use of the passive voice does not seem to be much
liked in the Czech language. The passive does not reflect the need for the action of the predicate
in the Czech headline.

As seen in my corpus, the active voice greatly outweighs the passive, i.e. only 6 examples
of the passive were spotted.

Examples of the passive voice:
e V PATEK 1 V SOBOTU TO BUDE KLOUZAT VSUDE, VARUIJI

METEOROLOGOVE (MFD)

e PRAHA CHCE AZ O DESETINU ZDRAZIT JiZDNE. UVIDI SE PO VOLBACH

(MFD)

e V MOSKVE SE NA PRAVIDLA KASLE. POSTAVILI DUM, VE KTEREM SE

NEDA ZIT (MFD)

e UKRAJINA SE VRACI DO NARUCE MOSKVY. TYMOSENKOVA SVOLAVA

LIDI DO ULIC (LN)

Examples of the active voice:
e JSEM VOJAK, O ROZKAZECH NEDISKUTUJI, RIKA ZPRAVODAJEC Z KAUZY
NAGYOVA (MFD)
e NEJMENOVAT NAVRZENE MINISTRY JSEM SI NIKDY NEDOVOLIL, REKL
KLAUS (LN)
e SEF ODBORU NABIDL SVOU FUNKCI ZA MILION PODNIKATELI, DOSTAL

PODMINKU (MFD)
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POLICIE MA PARIZSKEHO STRELCE. TEN PRY CHTEL SPACHAT
SEBEVRAZDU (LN)

7.6 Modal auxiliaries

Modal auxiliaries, indicating a degree of modality, are far from the the facts which the

headline should bring to the reader. Not surprisingly, my findings show only 13 instances of

headlines containing the modal verb.

Examples of the modals:

MINISTR ZAK: BLANKA JE DRAHA A DILETANTSKA, PRAHA JI ALE MUSI
DOKONCIT (LN)

ZMOZENE JAPONKY SI NOVE MOHOU ZAJIT DO SPECIALNI SLOFIKOVE
KAVARNY (MFD)

HERTL MUZE CHYBET AZ ZA MESIC, START MLADE HVEZDY NA
OLYMPIADE JE V OHROZENTI (LN)

ELTON NA PRAZSKEM KONCERTU NEVYNECHAL ANI JEDEN HIT. I KDYZ
MOZNA MEL (LN)

CHTEL BYCH PROVOZOVAT VLASTNi E-SHOP, RIKA PREDCASNE
PLNOLETY PODNIKATEL (MFD)

7.7 Punctuation

Knittlova (2003, p. 173) also deals with punctuation in the Czech and English headline.

According to her, the English headline is given priority as to the use of punctuation.

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 271) writes about the role of inverted commas as a way of

expressing either a paraphrase or a quotation in the Czech headline.

The high incidence of commas followed by full stops is what differs in contrast with the

English headline. 25 examples of headlines in which the colon replaces the verb “say” may

indicate its popularity in the Czech headline.

See Table 8: Use of punctuation in Czech headlines
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Examples of punctuation:

SOBOTKA: POST ZMOCNENCE PRO LIDSKA PRAVA ZACHOVAME, ALE
ZATIM NEOBSADIME (MFD)

JOUROVA: V CERPANI EVROPSKYCH FONDU JSME UPLNE NEJHORSI (LN)
ZEMAN Z LAN: ODMITNUTI AMAZONU A 2000 PRACOVNICH MIST JE
PITOMOST (LN)

BAUER PO STAFETE: VSICHNI, VCETNE DUSANA KOZiSKA, DO TOHO DALI
VSECHNO (MFD)

WASHINGTON HROZI MOSKVE SANKCEMI ZA 'NEUVERITELNY AKT
AGRESE' (LN)

BEZ DOMU IVANE! PRED RUSKY KONZULAT V BRNE PRISLI UKRAJINCI I
CESI (MFD)

JDETE NA POHOVOR? NAUCTE SE, CIM ZABODOVAT A CEHO SE
VYVAROVAT (MFD)

7.8 Figures and acronyms

Knittlova (2003, p. 173) compares the use of acronyms and figures in the Czech and

English headline. What she remarks is less prevalence of acronyms and the preferrence of words

to figures in the Czech headline. Czech uses acronyms which are generally known. (Knittlova,

2003, p. 173).

There are 19 different acronyms spotted in my corpus, 5 of them appear twice (USA,

CSSD, CEZ, ODS, EU) and there are 2 I was not familiar with their meaning (EGAP, OBB). As

for the preferrence of words to figures in the Czech headline, they have rather similar

frequencies.

Examples of acronyms and figures:

EGAP SI ZAOKROUHLOVALA ROZPOCET. STAT DO Ni ZBYTECNE
PUMPOVAL MILIARDY (LN) EGAP = Exportni garan¢ni a pojistovaci spolecnost
REGIOJET VYFOUKL DRAHAM VLAKY OD OBB. DRAHY KRiSi PLAN NA
MODERNIZACE (MFD) OBB = Osterreichische Bundesbahnen

USA POPRVE ZVEREJNUJI DATA O JACKU RUBYM, KTERY ZABIL
KENNEDYHO VRAHA (LN)

MATRAGI LETUSKY CSA NEOBLEKNE. POMALE A NEODBORNE, KRITIZUJE
JEDNANI AEROLINEK (LN)
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LIDOVCI PODPORILI NAVRH CSSD. UZ JSME UNAVENI, MiNi BELOHRADEK
(MFD)

ODS NEMA SANCI. JEDINE, ZE BY NECO VYROBILI, VAROVAL RATH
PANCOVOU (MFD)

ROUBENKU STAROU 300 LET REKONSTRUOVALI SVEPOMOCT 10 LET. NA
JEDNICKU! (MFD)

ZISK CEZ BYL NEJHORSI ZA PET LET. POLOSTATNI FIRMA VYDELALA 35
MILIARD (MFD)
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8 Lexical analysis of the Czech headline

In the following chapters the main interest is to seek identical linguistic devices in the
Czech headline with respect to its lexical point of view. Cechova et al. (2008, p. 261) refer to the
register of the journalistic style as neutral, however, they mention a rising popularity for
expressions found in the informal register. (Cechova et al., 2008, p. 261). This will be dealt with

in details below.

8.1 Headline vocabulary

Cechova et al. (2008, p. 263) emphasizes that “publicismy” (see subchapter 3.1) and
words borrowed from English seem to be much liked in the journalistic style. As observed from
the corpus, there is the tendency to use the above mentioned expressions in the headline, i.e.
VLNA CISTEK, ODHALIT CHYBY V TENDRECH, ROZPOCET, DIPLOMATICKY
SKANDAL, KRISIT PLAN, KRIZE, LOBBOVAT, HLEDAT USPORY, SESKRTAT,
ZMRAZIT UCTY.

Many words seen in the headline relate to the sphere of politics and one can refer to them
as political lexicon. It may be due to the fact that the two sources — Mlada fronta DNES and
Lidové noviny mainly concentrate on giving political news and commentaries. The most
frequent words are various titles of current political parties and institutions, names of well-
known representatives from the political and social life and verbs appearing repeatedly e.g. RICI,
TVRDIT, KRITIZOVAT, MINIT, UKAZAT, VAROVAT, ZNiT. My findings clearly indicate
quite a high proportion of borrowed words from English.

Examples of borrowed words:
e BLANKA A CERNA STAVBA? JDE O INFANTILNI HUDECKOVU HRU, MINi

BEM (LN)

e NO COMMENT, ZNi Z WASHINGTONU I BRUSELU PO DIPLOMATICKEM

SKANDALU (LN)

e PESEK: FUCK THE EU ZAFUNGOVALO (LN)
e FAIR PLAY O DOPINGU V CSSR. TRENOVALA JSEM, ALE BEZ DUBLERKY

TO NESLO, RiKA BARDOSOVA (LN)

e DRAHY CHTEJI ZA RAILIJETY ZAPLATIT PENEZI ZA NADRAZI. PREVOD ALE

NENI{ JISTY (MFD)
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NEVIDOMY WHISTLEBLOWER ZAVODSKY BUDE POD BABISEM KROTIT
HAZARD (LN)
HTC UKAZAL SMARTPHONE S VYBAVOU HIGH-ENDU A CENOU STREDNI
TRIDY (MFD)

Examples of neologisms:

TEMA BULVARU STAHUJE SAMOTNOU CT DO BULVARNOSTI, RiKA
ANALYTIK TRAMPOTA (LN)
PRAVDOLASKARI ZVEDLI HLAVU. DO STRANY LES VSTOUPILA |
HERECKA HOLUBOVA (MFD)

8.2 Colloquial style

Among the analysed headlines, there are quite a lot of expressions from colloquial style,

which may not be that unexpected. It is due to the fact that the headline needs to catch its

reader’s attention and provoke interest in them. Three examples of expletives were also found,

however, expressions typical for neutral style prevail.

Examples of colloquial vocabulary:

DOKUMENT TRABANTEM AZ NA KONEC SVETA NEBUDE NIC PRO
“POSEROUTKY” (MFD)

NA PRVNIM TRENINKU ROZBILI PLEXISKLO. JSME HOLT TVRDACI, TESI
JAGRA (LN)

JESTE SE NECITIM NA TO, ABYCH BYL JEN BAFUNAR, RIKA JAROMIR JAGR
(MFD)

ZEMAN Z LAN: ODMITNUTI AMAZONU A 2000 PRACOVNICH MIST JE
PITOMOST (LN)

VSECHNO SE PROSTE SESLO. SUPER, LEBEDIL SI TRENER VITEZNE
SAMKOVE (MFD

NEKTERE CESTOVKY UZ PRODALY TEMER POLOVINU SVYCH ZAJEZDU NA
LETO (LN)

PO PRVNIM KOLE JSEM BYL V KOPRU. ALE DOPADLO TO DOBRE, SLAVIL
MORAVEC (MFD)

VITEZSTVI NA SVETOVEM SOUBOIJI KAPEL VYFOUKLI NASIM DOCTOR

VICTOR BRITOVE (MFD)
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Examples of expletives:

DIPLOMATICKY SKANDAL: 'VYJE*AT S EU,' ZNI NA UNIKLE NAHRAVCE
(LN)

SCHWARZENBERG? KAZISUK CESKEHO EXPORTU, VZKAZAL RANSDORF Z
BRUSELU (LN)

HRNCE A MATRACE ZA STATISICE. PRIBEHY ZEN, JIMZ DUCHOD ZTRPCILI
SMEJDI (MFD)

8.3 Compound nouns

Not a considerable proportion of compound nouns was seen in the corpus. There is one -

“PRAVDOLASKARI” which attracted my attention and I have never heard of. It means “those

who want to follow Vaclav Havel’s ideas.”

Examples of compound nouns:

RATH PODEPISOVAL NOVOU KNIHU. VE TRECH KNIHKUPECTVICH HO
ODMITLI (LN)

VESEL DO NEMOCNICE A ZACAL STRILET. PAK AMERICAN SPACHAL
SEBEVRAZDU (MFD)

KALOUSKOVA CIFRSPIONA ZiSKALO VNITRO. PORADI, JAK NA DANOVE
UNIKY (LN)

REMUNDOVA: POCHOPILA JSEM, ZE LIDI Z MORDPARTY JSOU CITLIVi A
INTELIGENTNI (LN)

PRAVDOLASKARI ZVEDLI HLAVU. DO STRANY LES VSTOUPILA |
HERECKA HOLUBOVA (MFD)

POLACI UPRAVILI CHOD PLYNOVODU. BOJi SE, ZE RUSKO UTAHNE
KOHOUTKY (MFD)

8.4 Figurative language

As Vodickova (2006, p. 71) says “figurative language looks for original and fresh

figures of speech.” She refers to metaphors, metonymy and personification as figures of speech.

A metaphor “compares things that share similar properties” and does not use “like” or “as”.

(Vodickova, 2006, p. 71). “Personification is the giving of human attributes to an animal or an
object.” (Vodickova, 2006, p. 74).
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Becka (1973, p. 54-55) claims that metaphors are commonly used in headlines with the
aim of evoking an interest and suggesting the contents of the news. He writes about a humorous
aspect of the metaphor.

Although it took me some time to recognize examples of figurative languague in the
corpus, quite a great proportion of metaphors, personification and idioms was spotted.

Examples of metaphors:
e FOREJT MLZIi O SVEM VZDELANI. U NAS DIPLOM NEZISKAL, TVRDI SKOLY

(MFD)

e MORAVCOVI SKONCILA DOBA BRAMBOROVA: A JA MYSLEL, ZE UZ JE TO

V KOPRU (LN)

e TELOCVIKU BUDE ZREJME O HODINU VICE. NAFOUKNE SE ROZVRH, VADI

SKOLAM (MFD)

e ZLATA EVA SAMKOVA! CESKA SUVERENNE OVLADLA OLYMPIJSKY

SNOWBOARDCROSS (MF)

e PIVNi ROZCHOD SE STASTNYM KONCEM. PRAZDROJ SE VRATIL DO LIDLU

(MFD)

e UKRAJINA SE VRACI DO NARUCE MOSKVY. TYMOSENKOVA SVOLAVA

LIDI DO ULIC (LN)

Examples of personification:

e CESKA NARODNi BANKA DESi NAROD ZBYTECNE, RIKA EKONOM PAVEL
KOHOUT (MFD)

e MEXIKO JE NEJCASTEJSIM DEJISTEM UNOSU NA SVETE, TVRDi STUDIE
(LN)

e SPANELSKA KORUNA PRED SOUDEM. PRINCEZNA JE PODEZRELA ZE
ZPRONEVERY (MFD)

e BRNO ODMITLO HALU AMAZONU. PROJEKT JE MRTVY, RIKA DEVELOPER
(LN)

e SYRSKY REZIM SCHVALIL POMOC OBLEZENEMU HOMSU, TVRDi
MOSKVA (LN)

e PACHAL JANUKOVYCUV REZIM ZLOCINY PROTI LIDSKOSTI? HAAG HLEDA
ODPOVED (LN)
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Examples of idioms:

POLSKY PREZIDENT DONALD TUSK VYHODIL PULKU VLADY. TECE MU DO
BOT (MFD)

BARROSO VYZVAL BRITANII, ABY SE NEOBRACELA ZADY K EVROPE (LN)
V MOSKVE SE NA PRAVIDLA KASLE. POSTAVILI DUM, VE KTEREM SE
NEDA ZIT (MFD)

SVYCARSKO VYSETRUIJE JANUKOVYCE Z PRANI PENEZ, ZMRAZILO MU
UCTY (LN)

Z OSTUDY KABAT. VZPOMINKOVY PLAKAT V INDII ZAMENIL MANDELU
ZA FREEMANA (MFD)

8.5 Rhymes and rhythm

A rare incidence of rhymes is another feature of the Czech headline when comparing it

with English.

Examples of rhymes:

TO BYSTE NEUHODLI. UZ VIME, PROC SI LENOCHODI CHODI ULEVOVAT NA
ZEM (MFD)

VITEZSTVI NA SVETOVEM SOUBOIJI KAPEL VYFOUKLI NASIM DOCTOR
VICTOR BRITOVE (MFD)

ZEMAN Z LAN: ODMITNUTI AMAZONU A 2000 PRACOVNICH MIST JE
PITOMOST (LN)

8.6 Alliteration

As stated in Knittlova (2003, p. 171), alliteration is rarely seen in the Czech headline.

However, there are 7 examples collected in the corpus.

Examples of alliteration:

NEJMENOVAT NAVRZENE MINISTRY JSEM SI NIKDY NEDOVOLIL, REKL
KLAUS (LN)

CHTEL BYCH PROVOZOVAT VLASTNI E-SHOP, RIKA PREDCASNE
PLNOLETY PODNIKATEL (MFD)

RYCHLY KNOKAUT A KLICKO KRALUJE DAL: MYSLENKAMI JSEM BYL NA
UKRAJINE (LN)

POMYSLNE MOTTO OBAMOVA ASIJSKEHO TURNE? BEZ CINY O CINE (LN)
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VE SVETE PRIBYVA PRIPADU POCITACOVE SPIONAZE. PRICHAZI HLAVNE
Z CINY (LN)

8.7 Puns

As stated in Crystal (1998, p. 101), a pun aims to both entertain and provoke the reader’s

curiosity. (Crystal, 1998, p. 101). The following headlines, which drew my attention, achieved

their goals.

Examples of puns:

JAK VENKOVSKY PRAVNIK Z MISSOURI POHNAL WALL STREET K
ZODPOVEDNOSTI (LN)

MICHAL HRUZA TUSIL, ZE PO MELANCHOLICKE NOCI PRIJDE
OPTIMISTICKY DEN (MFD)

TO BYSTE NEUHODLI. UZ VIME, PROC SI LENOCHODI CHODI ULEVOVAT
NA ZEM (MFD)

POMYSLNE MOTTO OBAMOVA ASIISKEHO TURNE? BEZ CINY O CINE (LN)
SERGE] LAVROV: NOVY MR. NET, KTERY DOVADi AMERICANY K
SILENSTVI (MFD)

TEMA BULVARU STAHUJE SAMOTNOU CT DO BULVARNOSTI, RIKA
ANALYTIK TRAMPOTA (LN)

WOHNOUT SE OHNUL. KVULI MATTELU RADEJ PISNICKU O BARBIE
PREPISE (LN)

PRAVDOLASKARI ZVEDLI HLAVU. DO STRANY LES VSTOUPILA I HERECKA
HOLUBOVA (MFD)
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Summary

As it was previously stated in the Introduction, there were two main goals set for this
project in relation to the grammar seen in the English and Czech headline. First, my analysis was
based and focused on giving a clear definition of selected linguistic devices identified in the
headlines, examplifying them and showing their distribution in the corpus. In order to make it
logically classified, there were 2 sets of headlines — English and Czech, each equally consisting
of 200 instances. There was no rule guiding my choice of the headlines as they all reflected the
latest political and social issues. Such an analysis was performed from 2 points of view —
syntactic and lexical. It is crucial to convey that all my analysis was based on only examples
deriving from the corpus. Identical linguistic devices were studied and analysed both with the
English and Czech headline, no matter how great their prevalence in the language is. Secondly, |
aimed to evaluate, give basic features of grammatical structure and contrast the use of stylistic
devices common for the English and Czech headline.

It is evident that both English and Czech headlines have their own compressed structure
to save space on a newspaper page. They should entice the reader to read on and provoke
attention and curiosity by a minimum number of words and be comprehensible and accurate. The
average length of words collected in the corpus was 10 for both English and Czech headline.
What would probably differ is the increased number of words needed for translation of an
English headline to Czech. For example, “BIOMASS PROJECT AT RISK AFTER SUBSIDY
WITHDRAWAL” (7 words) could be interpreted as “PROJEKT SOUVISICI S BIOMASOU
V OHROZENI POTE, CO SKONCILY DOTACE” (10 words). The point of this is to outline
another disparity between the given languages, on which I did not concentrate in my project.

Syntactic comparison

My analysis of the clause structure of the English headline indicates a tendency to use the
simple sentence (59%), however, the complex sentence (30.5%) also appears in quite a number
in contrast with the Czech headline, in which the headline composing of one simple sentence
only seems to appear sparingly (17.5%) and the number of the complex sentence is rare. What
attracted my attention is the usage of 2 simple sentences in the Czech headline (55.5%), a
feature, which is not typical for the English headline. What does not differ is the high incidence
of the declarative sentence in both languages. The reason for favouring this type is clear — a

headline should provide its audience with facts, which only declaratives may accomplish.
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As headline language is compressed, there are ways how to achieve this. For example, the
use of ellipsis, which appears in both analysed languages in a various number. The ellipsis of the
article and the operator was quite a common feature seen in the English headline. Unlike this,
non-elliptical sentences are given high priority in the Czech headline, even if a very smalll
incidence of ellipsis of the verb be, subject and predicate was found. The question remains: to
what extent may an elliptical English headline lead to ambiguity for a non native English reader.
Another way of sentence condensation is the presence of non-finite verb forms which, not
surprisingly, had quite common prominence in the English headline as opposed to the Czech
one, whose tendency to use non-finite verb forms is insignificant. The Czech headline would not
be completed without a finite verb adding an action to it.

One of the subchapters deals with modal auxiliaries. My findings show their usage in
both languages, however, they are rare. This may correspond with the fact that the headline is to
present the reader with facts rather than express modality.

Newspapers mainly inform about events happening in the recent past. Newspaper English
uses the present simple to reflect this. Without a doubt, the present simple (58%) dominates in
the English headline followed by sentences unmarked for tense (22.5%) referring to the past and
present. To refer to the future, the infinitive is used but sparingly seen (15 examples). As to the
Czech headline, the proportion between the present and past tense is not so large, a lower
incidence of the future tense was spotted.

To refer to voice, both English and Czech headline shows the widespread use of active
sentences with only 27 instances of English passive sentences and 7 instances of Czech passive
sentences. In English passive structures, auxiliary verbs are usually dropped, leaving past
participles only.

When taking punctuation into account, the analysis indicates different prevalence of the
colon, comma and inverted commas in both headlines. The comma (31 examples) and colon (32
examples) are the most numerous in the English headline. However, the comma (104 examples),
full stop (79 examples) and colon (34 examples) dominate in the Czech headline. It is the great
use of colon in the Czech headline with the main purpose to save space, quote and separate
thoughts. The different number of punctuation may result from different rules the languages are
guided with respect to punctuation. What both headlines have in common is the way a
paraphrase is expressed — the usage of mainly colon and inverted commas. Speaking of the
paraphrase, the English headline prefers inverted commas, whereas Czech needs colon.

Quotation introduced by inverted commas is almost absent from both headlines.
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Due to a limited space a headline is given, acronyms are presumably widespread and
favourite in both headlines. | was able to understand a big majority of them in English but there
were a few | had never encountered before. Besides that, English tends not to spell out figures in

the headline more than Czech, in which the number between figures and words is equal.

Lexical comparison

From the lexical standpoint, the English and Czech headline was analysed in relation to
its vocabulary whose range belong to the neutral register with some exceptions taken from the
informal style. The language observed in the headline is characterized by its distinctive lexicon
comprising mainly of expressions from the political and social sphere. What surprised me about
the Czech headline was a high incidence of words borrowed from English and quite 0 number of
colloquial expressions. As expected, there was only a minimum of expletives as all the examples
had been sought in the quality press.

The English headline prefers short words (mainly verbs) to their longer synonyms and
some of them appeared repeatedly. As for the informal register, | came across quite a number of
phrasal verbs, however, expletives were rare. The Czech headline tends to use expressions from
informal style as well, i.e. expressions from spoken Czech are common, expletives were not
absent but sparingly used.

One of the last features assessed was the presence of figurative language, such as
metaphors, personification and idioms. As it may be seen from my analysis, they are more
favourite with the Czech headline. Regarding the means of figurative language in the English
headline, | found myself hesitant to divide them between metaphors and idioms. Personification
was not absent from the English headline but more common in Czech.

Last but not least, alliteration, rhymes and puns were other aspects to deal with. There
was quite a great number of alliteration appearing in the English headline in comparison with the
Czech headline. However, the rhyme with only a few examples does not seem to be a common
feature of neither English nor Czech headline. As to puns, a man always has to be aware of more
than just the grammar of the language to be able to recognize the writer’s intention for using

them. Several puns were identified both in the English and Czech headline.
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Conclusions

The main target set for this bachelor’s project was to evaluate the English and Czech
headline with respect to its distinctive grammatical structure. In order to accomplish the above
stated, a corpus of two sets of 200 English and Czech headlines was gathered. Both of them were
equally assessed from the syntactic and lexical point of view with the aim to outline distinctive
features of both headlines. Thanks to such an analysis, | believe | have been able to contrast both
English and Czech headline to manage to discuss their similarities as well as differences and
come to the following conclusion: Generally stated, headlines show signs of irregular sentences,
which deserve their own study, both English and Czech headline have many similar features
from lexical standpoint, i.e. a tendency to use expressions from the informal style or different
means of figurative language. What differs to some extent is the specific range of some of the
main syntactic devices, i.e. the number of simple sentences in the headline, the incidence of the
ellipsis and finite and non-finite verb forms, the way tenses are viewed. Frankly, this analysis
quite drew my attention as | am better now at understanding the language seen especially in the
English press, which may be a bit confusing for a non native English speaker. | have to admit
that |1 found some inconveniences while assessing the Czech headline as | have never studied
Czech grammar in such details as English.

To sum it up, as it may be deduced from my analysis, there are many mutual features
which both headlines have in common, however, there are some which may be more noticeable

and common for either English or Czech language.
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Appendices

Table 1 Distribution of clauses structure in English headlines

Type of verbal

clause Number %
Simple 118 59
Compound 6 3
Complex (total) 61 30.5
- adverbial 33 16.5
- relative 14 7

- object 8 4
Verbless 15 7.5
Total 200 100

Table 2 Distribution of declaratives, interrogatives, imperatives, exclamatives in English
headlines

Type of sentence Number %
Declarative 169 84.5
Interrogative 24 12
Imperative 4 2
Exclamative 3 1.5
Total 200 100




Table 3 Distribution of tense-forms in English headlines

Tense form Number %

Present 116 58

Past 21 10.5
Unmarked for tense

(total) 45 22.5
- infinitive to refer to

future 15 7.5
Will + verb 3 1.5
Verbless 15 7.5
Total 200 100

Table 4 Use of punctuation in English headlines

Type of punctuation Number
Colon 32
Comma 31
Apostrophe 26
Question mark 23
Inverted commas 23
Hyphen 14
Dash 10
Full stop 3
Exclamation mark 3
Asterisk 1
And 1




Table 5 Distribution of clauses structure in Czech headlines

Type of verbal clause Number %
Simple 35 17.5
Compound 44 22
Complex 10 5
Headlines with 2

simple sentences 111 55.5
Total 200 100

Table 6 Distribution of declaratives, interrogatives, exclamatives and imperatives in Czech
headlines

Type of sentence Number %
Declarative 179 89.5
Interrogative 15 7.5
Exclamative 2 1
Imperative 4 2
Total 200 100

Table 7 Distribution of tense-forms in Czech headlines

Tense form Number %
Present 90 45
Past 75 37.5
Future 25 12.5
Verbless 10 5
Total 200 100




Table 8 Use of punctuation in Czech headlines

Type of punctuation Number
Comma 104
Full stop 79
Colon 34
Question mark 17

Inverted commas

Hyphen

6
Exclamation mark 6
3
1

Dash




List of abbreviations

MFD = Mlada fronta DNES

LN = Lidové noviny
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Nejmenovat navrzené ministry jsem si nikdy nedovolil, fekl Klaus
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Posté padl rekord 320 tisic balikii za den. Bude dorucovat i o vikendu
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Blokujete jmenovani profesorti, zlobi se Skoly. Ministr ¢ekéa na zakon

Dokument Trabantem aZ na konec svéta nebude nic pro "poseroutky"”
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Trenér Pancochové si oddechl: Jsem rad, ze vstala a odesla po svych
Britsky tajemnik pro imigraci kon¢i. Jeho uklizeCka pracovala na ¢erno

Spanélska koruna pied soudem. Princezna je podeziela ze zpronevéry
PESEK: Fuck the EU zafungovalo

Ruska policie zatykala sympatizanty nezavislé televize Dozd’
Jurecka: Odhalil jsem chyby v tendrech. Jdou do desitek miliont

Vodni déla a slzny plyn. Turecko rozehnalo protesty za volny internet

No comment, zni z Washingtonu i Bruselu po diplomatickém skandalu
Diplomaticky skandal: 'Vyje*at s EU,' zni na uniklé nahravce

Syrsky rezim schvalil pomoc oblezenému Homsu, tvrdi Moskva

Sobotka: Post zmocnénce pro lidska prava zachovame, ale zatim neobsadime
Praha chce az o desetinu zdrazit jizdné. Uvidi se po volbach

Probudi se Schumacher jako normalni ¢lovek? Lékat: Prakticky bez Sance
Novindm ve Venezuele dochazi papir, rezimu to hraje do karet

RegioJet vyfoukl Drahdm vlaky od OBB. Drahy kiisi plan na modernizace
Vitézstvi na svétovém souboji kapel vyfoukli nas§im Doctor Victor Britové
Michal Hrliza tusil, Ze po melancholické Noci piijde optimisticky Den
Jdete na pohovor? Naucte se, ¢im zabodovat a ¢eho se vyvarovat

Hrnce a matrace za statisice. Pfib&hy Zen, jimZ dtichod ztrp¢ili Smejdi
Kou¢ o bronzovém Soukupovi: Je to ptirod’dk, na co sahne, to mu jde
Pancochova: Rok a ptl tréninku a pak mi to rozhod¢i takhle pokazi
Jourova: V Cerpani evropskych fondia jsme uplné€ nejhorsi

Na prvnim tréninku rozbili plexisklo. Jsme holt tvrd’aci, t&si Jagra
Moravcovi skoncila doba bramborova: A ja myslel, ze uz je to v kopru
Upadek cirkve? Mnohym véficim nevadi potraty ani rozvody

Chté;ji omezit pohyb? At nejdiiv vypovi smlouvy, zazniva z Némecka
Obvinéni ze zabiti. Majitelé vyhotelé textilky v Dhace jsou ve vézeni

Kalouskova cifr§piona ziskalo vnitro. Poradi, jak na dafiové tniky
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Po prvnim kole jsem byl v kopru. Ale dopadlo to dobte, slavil Moravec
T¢locviku bude zfejmé o hodinu vic. Nafoukne se rozvrh, vadi skolam
Jesté se necitim na to, abych byl jen bafunaf, fika Jaromir Jagr

Cesi nakupuji boty od po¢itade. A desetina part je z internetu

Semelovou za vyroky o vrazdé Hordkové nevylou¢ime. Neni jedind, bohuzel, zni z KSCM

Jak vidi So¢i aTeo: Putin v Matrixu i lajna Jagr - Plekanec — Sablikova

. Zeman z Lan: odmitnuti Amazonu a 2000 pracovnich mist je pitomost

Krizi nezvladl. Cameron na zaplavy reagoval Spatn€, mysli si Britové

Barroso vyzval Britanii, aby se neobracela zady k Evropé

Uzbekistan pozadal Hrad o odlozeni navstévy Karimova v Praze

Brno odmitlo halu Amazonu. Projekt je mrtvy, fika developer

Schwarzenberg? KaziSuk ¢eského exportu, vzkazal Ransdorf z Bruselu

Kampan Ryba doméci vytladila z pultl pangasia, brani se reklamka

Pepienky a holinky jsou k ni¢emu. Jurecka stopl tendry za stovky milionii

Fair play o dopingu v CSSR. Trénovala jsem, ale bez dublérky to neslo, fika Bardosova
Slovaci obrali Rusko, tomu se diky vyhte nad Finskem vyhne Kanada

Simple Minds v Praze. Budeme sami sobé& piedskokany, fika Jim Kerr

100. VSechno se prost¢ seslo. Super, lebedil si trenér vitézné Samkové

101. Chceme lepsi wi-fi! Google a Microsoft lobbuji za rozsifeni pasem

102. Bursik: Je tu fada zajmi Ruska, které vyjadiuje prezident Zeman

103. Pravdolaskafti zvedli hlavu. Do strany LES vstoupila i herecka Holubova

104. Muzi, co ziraji na kohouty: celnici budou sledovat vyrobu lihu

105. Ceska rafinérska méa novou $éfku, Polku Annu Wydrzynskou

106. Drahy chtéji za railjety zaplatit penézi za nadraZzi. Pfevod ale neni jisty

107. Drahy hledaji Gspory, neSetrné strojvidce chtéji hlidat pfes GPS



108. Sobotka: Snizime platby socidlniho pojisténi u nejvic ohrozenych skupin

109. Blizi se termin pro pifiznani dan¢ z pfijma. Netyka se tentokrat i vas?

110. Bauer po Stafeté: VSichni, véetné DuSana Koziska, do toho dali v§echno
111. Zlata Eva Samkova! Ceska suverénné ovladla olympijsky snowboardcross
112. TELEVIZIONAR: Slava, Ben Hur a Spartakus! Pardon, omyl

113. Roubenku starou 300 let rekonstruovali svépomoci 10 let. Na jednicku!
114. José, stydim se za tebe. Wenger si Mourinhovo rypnuti libit nenechal

115. Samkova vyikla své zlaté ptani: ¢aj o paté s Jardou Jagrem

116. V Moskvé se na pravidla kasle. Postavili dim, ve kterém se neda Zzit

117. Pravo na sebevrazdu? Védel jsem 20 let, Ze se rodice zabiji, vypravi syn
118. Kuptedu, leva, zpatky ni krok! V DOXu vystavuji politické plakaty

119. Cerné uhli, tenky led je nejlepsi. Zlaty medvéd miii do Ciny

120. Ukazte platy a smlouvy. Babis si proklepne manazery statnich firem

121. O2 arena se definitivné€ rozchazi se Sazkou, opusti jeji termindly

122. Zeman bude ve Strasburku lobbovat za pomazankové maslo. Rad ho snida
123. Tymos$enkova je volna, triumfaln¢ piijela za demonstranty na Majdan

124. Ukrajinsky parlament sesadil prezidenta Janukovyce, volby vyhlésil na 25. Kvétna
125. Nevidomy whistleblower Zavodsky bude pod BabiSem krotit hazard

126. Rozpad tymu Udalosti, komentai. Kon¢i 1 editor Outfednik

127. Remundova: Pochopila jsem, Ze lidi z mordparty jsou citlivi a inteligentni
128. Svoboda tisku? Nejvétsi je ve Finsku, situace v Cesku se lepsi

129. Rockova femme fatale Patti Smith vystoupi na festivalu v Trutnove

130. Zaoralek: Neni mozné, aby lidé zodpové&dni za nasili na Ukrajiné cestovali do zemi EU
131. Kyjev ztraci Krym, mobilizuje armadu. Zemé se chce brénit a vola o pomoc
132. Béz domt Ivane! Pied rusky konzulat v Brné ptisli Ukrajinci i Cesi

133. To byste neuhodli. UZ vime, pro¢ si lenochodi chodi ulevovat na zem

134. Séf Prazské déti "zachranily" zaji¢ka a vzaly ho domii. Bez matky asi umie


http://www.lidovky.cz/tymosenkova-je-volna-budu-kandidovat-na-prezidentku-rekla-pn9-/zpravy-svet.aspx?c=A140222_135559_ln_zahranici_ani

135. HTC ukézal smartphone s vybavou high-endu a cenou stfedni tfidy

136. Séf inspektorii: Vinici nezpochybiiuji prohtesky, nelibi se jim vyse pokuty
137. Pivni rozchod se Stastnym koncem. Prazdroj se vratil do Lidlu

138. Drahy rozsiti servis na dalkovych vlacich, seSkrtaji externi kakusky

139. Zisk spofitelny klesl na 15,6 miliardy. V korunach by vazil 56 tisic tun
140. Chtél bych provozovat vlastni e-shop, fika pfedcasné plnolety podnikatel
141. Zisk CEZ byl nejhorsi za pét let. Polostatni firma vydélala 35 miliard
142. Meyer Bergman koupil za dvé miliardy K¢ outlet Fashion Arena

143. Danové pfiznani z prace na dohodu? Podle toho, kolik jste vyd¢lali

144. Washington hrozi Moskv¢ sankcemi za 'neuvéfitelny akt agrese'

145. 700. Jagr pokotil bajnou gbélovou metu a uz mysli na dalsi stovku

146. Hraju podle vlastnich pravidel, fik4 vytvarnice Katefina Sed4

147. 'Rasistické narazky Cechti? V ciziné vam za né klidné daji par facek'
148. PoruSujete mezinarodni pravo, stahnéte své vojaky, fekl Obama Putinovi
149. Putin: Vzhledem k ohrozeni zivoti ob¢anti Ruské federace zadam...

150. Janukovy¢: Rozkaz sttilet do lidi jsem nevydal. Za obéti mohou fasisté a Zapad
151. Svycarsko vysetiuje Janukovyée z prani penéz, zmrazilo mu iéty

152. 'Heil Hitler!" kicel opily mistoptedseda Evropského parlamentu

153. Nekteré cestovky uz prodaly témét polovinu svych zajezda na 1éto

154. Amazon asi bude v Brn¢ pfeci jen stavét. Radni smlouvu schvalili

155. Wohnout se ohnul. Kvili Mattelu radéji pisnicku o Barbie piepise

156. Jak venkovsky pravnik z Missouri pohnal Wall Street k zodpovédnosti
157. S ptipojenim budoucnosti stahnete film za vtefinu. Pfijde za Sest let

158. Potifebujeme 700 miliard, zni z Kyjeva. O ptij¢ku zada Polsko a USA
159. Chtéji mé znicit, boji se Hasek. Podléha paranoii, kontruje Dienstbier
160. Dv¢ miliardy z rozpoctové rezervy pijdou na nemocnice, ekl Sobotka

161. Nepfijatelné, nebezpeéné, odmitame. Cesti politici odsuzuji rusky vpad na Krym



162. Postak nabizejici cigarety? To je selhani statu, fika poradkyné pro odvykani
163. Chladek: Ze skol by mélo odejit 7 tisic ucitelti bez kvalifikace

164. Pfevoz zranénych z Majdanu. Arméda: Ptijde o naro¢nou operaci

165. Rychly knokaut a Kli¢ko kraluje dal: Myslenkami jsem byl na Ukrajiné
166. Odpadlici z ODS maji punc kmotrovstvi. Dalsi partaje je odmitaji

167. Vybuch ve Vidni. Osm hodin po explozi vyprostili Zivou Zenu

168. Duchodci v Detroitu pomohou vyftesit méstsky bankrot

169. Tramvaje na Vaclavdku nanovo: z Vinohrad na hlavni nadrazi

170. Sergej Lavrov: novy Mr. Nét, ktery dovadi Americany k Silenstvi

171. Zajatou misi OBSE drzi v nelidskych podminkach, tvrdi tajna sluzba
172. Cesky pan Gazprom spousti sviij vlastni byznys. Bude délat safiry

173. Sobotka: Minimalni mzdu chceme zvysit o 500 korun a pak kazdy rok
174. Byl jste ptepaden, dostal jste pokutu. Stat to vi i po desitkach let

175. USA zvazuji prvni regulaci e-cigaret. Mohly by mit zdravotni varovani
176. Cinska ekonomika brzdi. Rust ve &tvrtleti oslabil na 7,4 procenta

177. Iran zdrazil lidem benzin o 75 procent, litr stoji $est korun

178. Prodej aut v EU stoupl v prvnim ¢tvrtleti o vice nez osm procent

179. Rusko dél odmita dovazet prasata z EU. Unie Zadd o pomoc WTO

180. Ochladi se. Svatek prace proprsi, o vikendu mtize na horach i snézit

181. Gross se kal v televizi. Pfijal Krista a omluvil se vSem, jeZ zklamal

182. Zarputilost hejtmana a poslance Josefa Novotného budi rozpaky i v CSSD
183. Exportni banka Z4dala od statu miliardy, a¢ méla dost penéz, zjistil NKU
184. Prodejte nam plyn, naléha Evropa s Ceskem na Ameriku

185. Polsky ministr zeméedélstvi "podlehl" africkému prase¢imu moru

186. Evropska centralni banka bude mit velkou paku na komer¢ni tstavy

187. Detroit se zveda z bankrotu, byvali zaméstnanci maji zaruky k penzim

188. Hodinkee zni ulitle, fekl si American a zaloZzil uznavany web o hodinkach
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Poléaci upravili chod plynovodu. Boji se, ze Rusko utadhne kohoutky

Lidé¢ si utahuji z fotky prezidenta, Zeman se selfie nebrani

Vuci¢ova vlada ma zelenou, vétsSina srbskych poslanct ji podpotila
Obchodni horecka a statisice poutnikil. Rim se pfipravuje na svatofedeni papezi
PomysIné motto Obamova asijského turné? Bez Ciny o Cing

Ukrajin¢€ hrozi valka. Kdo udé¢la osudovy krok? pta se rusky list

Pachal Janukovyciv rezim zloCiny proti lidskosti? Haag hleda odpoved’
Pti padu vrtulniku zahynulo v Afghédnistanu pét vojaki NATO

EGAP si zaokrouhlovala rozpocet. Stat do ni zbyte¢né pumpoval miliardy
Pivotékam se dafi i na vinafském venkové. Piibyva domacich speciali

Ve svétd piibyva piipadil poditadové $pionaze. Prichazi hlavné z Ciny

Téma bulvéru stahuje samotnou CT do bulvéarnosti, #ika analytik Trampota



Résumé

Bakalarska prace je zaméfena na gramatiku novinovych titulki v anglictiné a ceSting,
uréeni jejich specifik a porovnani Cetnosti vyskytu vybranych jazykovych prostiedkd. Pro ucel
této prace byl vytvoren korpus 400 novinovych titulkti ekvivalentné v obou jazycich, které byly
postupné analyzovany z hlediska syntaktick¢ho a lexikologického. Na zaklad¢ analyzy doslo
k porovnani stejnych jazykovych prosttedki u titulkt v obou jazycich. Byly zjistény vétsi
podobnosti mezi anglickym a ¢eskym titulkem z pohledu lexikologického, co se tyce jejich

hodnoceni z hlediska syntaktického, existuji v obou jazycich urcita specifika a odlisnosti.



Jméno a prijmeni:

Radka Knotova

Katedra nebo ustav:

Katedra anglického jazyka PdF UP Olomouc

Vedouci prace:

Mgr. Jana Kofinkova, Ph.D.

Rok obhajoby:

2015

Nazev prace:

Gramatika novinovych titulkli v angli¢tin€ a ¢estin¢

Nazev v angli¢tiné:

Grammar of newspaper headlines in English and Czech

Anotace prace:

Bakalarska prace pojednavd o gramatice novinovych titulkd
v anglictiné a cestiné. Hlavnim cilem je definovat vybrané
jazykové prostiedky pouzivané v novinovych titulcich v obou
jazycich a porovnat jejich cetnost. V teoretické Ccasti je
pozornost vénovana novinafskému stylu, definici a funkcim
novinového titulku. Prakticka ¢ast analyzuje titulek v obou
jazycich  zpohledu syntaktického a lexikologického.
Zavérecna Cast hodnoti specifika titulkii v obou jazycich a
porovnava vyskyt stejnych jazykovych prostredk.

Klic¢ova slova:

Novinovy titulek, slovnik novinovych titulkd, jazykové
prosttedky, syntakticka analyza, lexikélni analyza

Anotace v anglictiné:

The bachelor’s project deals with grammar of newspaper
headlines in English and Czech. The aim is to define selected
linguistic devices seen in both headlines and compare their
number. The theoretical part concentrates on the language of
newspaper reporting in English and journalistic style in Czech,
the headline itself and its function. The practical part analyses
the English and Czech headline from syntactic and lexical
point of view. The summary deals with distinctive linguistic
devices seen in both headlines and compares their frequency.

Kli¢ova slova v angli¢tiné:

Newspaper headline, headline vocabulary, block language,
linguistic devices, syntactic analysis, lexical analysis

Prilohy vazané v praci: 8 priloh
Rozsah prace: 55 stran
Jazyk prace: Anglictina







