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Anotace

Tato diplomova préce se zabyva analyzou prace s détmi se specifickou poruchou uceni,
konkrétn¢ s dyslexii, ve vyuce anglického jazyka na druhém stupni zdkladnich $kol. Cilem
prace je zmapovat praci vyucujicich na vybranych zékladnich Skoléch a na zakladé vyzkumu
zjistit, co détem stouto specifickou poruchou pomahd pii upeviiovani konkrétnich
gramatickych jev.

Soucasti prace bude studium odborné literatury, pozorovani hodin anglického jazyka,
dotaznikova Setfeni urcena pro ucitele i zaky. Na zdklad¢ zjiSténych dat budou vytvotfeny
ukazkové plany vyucovacich hodin, které budou néasledné ovéieny v praxi. Za ucelem naplnéni
cile této prace budou porovnany pozorované a ukazkové hodiny a néasledn¢ bude zhodnocena
mira jejich efektivity na praci zaka.
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Abstract

This diploma thesis analyses children with a specific learning disorder, namely dyslexia,
during English lessons at lower secondary schools. This paper aims to monitor English
teachers’ teaching strategies, techniques and approaches at some specific elementary schools
and ascertain what benefits these children by consolidating some specific grammar structures
based on the research.

This thesis provides the study of expert literature, observation of English lessons, and
questionnaires for both teachers and pupils. Based on the collected data, some sample lesson
plans will be created and run. To accomplish the goal of this thesis, the sample lesson plans will

be compared with the observations of English lessons, and their effectiveness will be assessed.

Keywords

EFL, English, dyslexia, learning difficulties, lesson plan
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Introduction

In the Czech educational environment, learning at least two foreign languages
at the lower secondary school is required. That involves learning to read, write and speak
in a non-native language. When a learner struggles with these areas in his mother tongue,
it can be assumed that learning a foreign language will also be accompanied by specific
learning difficulties.

Specific learning difficulties are currently an unavoidable aspect in the area of teaching.
It does not concern just English lessons, but all other school subjects. As a student of two
foreign languages and a novice lower secondary school English teacher, | have a growing
interest in mastering skills to work with dyslexic children in mainstream schools. During
my studies at university, many seminars and lectures have been dedicated to this particular
topic. However, it is crucial to learn about specific difficulties and methodology and then
attempt to put the findings into practical effect.

This thesis focuses on a common learning difficulty — dyslexia. In the theoretical part,
the key terminology connected with dyslexia has been examined. The practical part presents
observations of EFL classes, and questionnaires for ELT teachers and dyslexic pupils.
Finally, sample lesson plans have been created and taught in the sixth-grade class based

on studied literature and the data gathered from the empirical research.
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Research questions

This thesis aims to answer the following research questions:

RQ1 Do physical activities used while practising grammatical structures help children
with dyslexia?

RQ2 Does visual support used while practising grammatical structures help children
with dyslexia?

RQ3 How do the lesson plans for a class with and without children with dyslexia differ?
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1 LITERATURE REVIEW

11

Definitions of Dyslexia

The term dyslexia derives from the Greek words dys- (difficult) and lexis (words),

which refer to obstacles connected with working with words in general (Pollock, Waller

1997, xiv).

Defining dyslexia is not an easy task since it concerns many factors. The International

Dyslexia Association (IDA) published the following definition of dyslexia in 2002.

“Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in its origin. It is
characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling
and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities
and the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may include
problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can impede the growth
of vocabulary and background knowledge.” (IDA, 2000)

Similarly, the British Dyslexia Association defines dyslexia as

“...a learning difficulty that primarily affects the skills involved in accurate and fluent word
reading and spelling. Characteristic features of dyslexia are difficulties in phonological
awareness, verbal memory and verbal processing speed.” (BDA, 2010)

IDA provides a more detailed definition which clarifies the cause of dyslexia. It is

connected with a person’s genetics, so it is present at birth. Both definitions describe
that dyslexia causes difficulties in the area of literacy. It is complicated for a dyslexic person
to transfer their thoughts into written work; dyslexia affects the reading and spelling
of words and the way the words are written and pronounced. Specific causes and symptoms

of dyslexia will be discussed in the following chapters.

Importantly, there is a significant difference between “disability” and “difficulty”.

Pollock and Waller (1997, xiv) point out that “Dyslexia should be seen as a different
learning ability rather than as a disability.” Internet websites such as readingrockets.org,
respectability.org, nolo.com use the term “disability”, but it could be misleading since it

implies that dyslexic people are not able to learn something.
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Education System in the Czech Republic is based on the foreign countries’ research.
The first consensus definition of dyslexia, which occurred at the first meeting of the World
Neurology Federation in Dallas in 1968, belongs to the most frequent definitions (Kocurova
2009, 30):

“Specific developmental dyslexia is a disorder manifested by an inability in learning to read
despite conventional teaching guidance, adequate intelligence, and socio-cultural opportunity.”
(Zelinkova 2003, 16)

The above points illustrate that the definitions of dyslexia remain inconsistent among
various publications. Tennessen (1995, 80) deals with the complexity of such definitions
in his article On Defining ‘Dyslexia’, where he explains that the definitions differ based
on the principle they follow. For this thesis, the definitions taking causes and symptoms

into account of dyslexia will be offered.

1 Specificka vyvojova dyslexie je porucha projevujici se neschopnosti naucit se Cist, prestoze se ditéti
dostava bézného vyukového vedeni, mé pfiméfenou inteligenci a sociokulturni ptilezitost. (English translation
by the researcher)
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1.2 Dyslexia and Special Educational Needs (SEN)

The definition of special educational needs is not identical for all countries. Since this
thesis examines the conditions in education at lower secondary schools in the Czech
Republic, the most relevant definition of SEN is taken from the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sport of the Czech Republic (further referred to as MEYS).

MEYS (‘Zaci se specialné vzdélavacimi potiebami’, 1) defines a pupil with SEN
as follows:

“A pupil who, to fulfil his or her educational potential or to apply his or her rights
on an equal basis with other pupils, needs specific support which emerges from his or her
individual needs based on his or her state of health, different culture environment or different
living conditions.”?

SEN involve pupils with various learning differences. These learning differences may
be connected with developmental co-ordination difficulties or speech, attention
and behaviour disorders. In addition, extraordinarily talented pupils and pupils
from different cultural and living conditions or with another mother tongue than Czech are
also classified as pupils with SEN (MEYS, ‘Zaci se specialné vzdélavacimi potiebami’, 1-
3).

Daloiso (2017, 189) offers a narrower definition of SEN: “It is a term used to refer
to students who need specific teaching support due to a disability or a learning difference.”
Dyslexia is closely connected with specific learning differences/difficulties (further referred
to as SLDs), related to difficulties acquiring elementary learning skills. SLDs include

dyslexia together with a whole range of difficulties, for example, with writing,

2 Zak, ktery k naplnéni svych vzd&lavacich moznosti nebo k uplatnéni a uzivani svych prav

na rovnopravném zaklad¢ s ostatnimi, potiebuje poskytnuti podplrnych opatieni vyplyvajicich z jeho
individualnich potieb na zakladé jeho zdravotniho stavu, odliSného kulturniho prostfedi nebo jinych zivotnich
podminek. (English translation by the researcher)
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understanding the meaning of numbers (dyscalculia) or with co-ordination and movement
(dyspraxia) (Zelinkova 2005, 4).

Not only is dyslexia one of the specific learning difficulties which might have some
similar characteristics, but it also co-occurs frequently with other learning difficulties,
such as earlier mentioned dyspraxia or dyscalculia (Zelinkova 2005, 40).

As it was mentioned above, definitions of dyslexia vary. The definition provided
by the BDA suggests that dyslexia impacts writing and reading. Zelinkova (2020, 12)
characterises dyslexia as a specific reading difficulty in the Czech educational environment
and separates dyslexia from other learning difficulties such as dysgraphia
and dysortographia. According to her, the learner’s reading is slow, with many mistakes,
and the learner has problems comprehending the text.

Moreover, she emphasises that the manifestations of dyslexia change depending
on the age of learners (Zelinkova 2020, 13). Dysgraphia is characterised by illegible writing
that might be too big or too small; dysortographia causes difficulties in distinguishing
sounds and spelling Zelinkova (ibid., 15).

The definitions of dyslexia show that the division of SLDs might differ according
to the cultural environment. Since dyslexia occurs in most cases with more than one
learning difficulty, this thesis allows for the fact that dyslexia impacts both reading

and writing.
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1.3 Common Stereotypes about Dyslexia

Definitions are important for teachers and the general public to increase awareness
of this particular learning difficulty. However, an inappropriate definition might cause
the formation of stereotypes.

Daloiso (2017, 16) discusses some stereotypes which occur in connection with dyslexic
pupils and should be avoided by teachers since researchers disproved them.
One of the stereotypes is that dyslexic learners are considered less intelligent. The National
Institute of Health® rebuts this stereotype by stating that learners with and without dyslexia
show similar brain activity patterns (NIH, 2011).

The teacher should not assume that pupils with dyslexia have difficulty getting good
results in what could be perceived as laziness. Worse school results can be caused,
for instance, by inappropriate materials or classroom activities offered by the teacher. It has
also been proven that dyslexic learners face difficulties throughout their entire life, and thus
dyslexia is not a temporary issue (Daloiso 2017, 17).

Another common fallacy about dyslexia is that it defines success. Many famous actors
and scientists who dealt (or still deal) with dyslexia have achieved great merits in their lives;

among them are Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein, and Jennifer Aniston (ibid.).

8 Statni zdravotni ustav
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1.4 Causes of Dyslexia

Not one definite factor causes dyslexia but a group of them. Reid (2016, 3) supports
the complexity of dyslexia by claiming, “Dyslexia is not represented by a single entity
(or caused by a single gene). Dyslexia is multifaceted, which can explain why a single,
universally definition has not yet been achieved.” Almost 50 % of dyslexia cases are caused
by heredity. It is highly probable that a child will suffer from dyslexia if at least one
of the parents has dyslexia. Notably, the probability of inheriting difficulties is higher
in girls (Zelinkova 2020, 10).

Daloiso (2017, 19) discusses studies that focus on possible causes of dyslexia.
The studies point to the fact that the leading causes of dyslexia are biological, cognitive
and behavioural aspects. Geschwind and Galaburda state that there are some symmetrical
differences in the brains of people with dyslexia (Geschwind and Galaburda 1985%
in Daloiso 2017, 19). Zelinkova (2020, 10) supports these findings and adds that structural
changes in the brain and its functioning can be detected. She points out that since the brain
of dyslexic people works differently, the learning and teaching of people with dyslexia
should be different too. And therefore, the teacher should apply appropriate teaching
methods and provide additional support in order to help students with dyslexia master
suitable learning strategies.

Cognitive aspects are connected with difficulties in phonological processing, where
dividing words into individual syllables or rapid naming of objects can be a significant
problem. Affected cognitive functions include the process of automatisation, memory
and concentration, sequencing, orientation in time and space, and self-organisation

(Zelinkova 2020, 24). On top of that, dyslexia often overlaps with other learning difficulties

4 Geschwind, Norman, and Galaburda, Albert. 1985. Cerebral lateralization. Biological mechanism,
associations, and pathology: A hypothesis and a program for research. Archives of neurology, 42(5),
428 459.
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such as dyscalculia, ADHD or coordination difficulties known as dyspraxia (Reid 2016,
335).

These problems are caused by insufficient phonological awareness. Layton (2002, xii)
explains phonological awareness as “...[set] of skills which enables us to analyse the sounds
in words we say and hear.” Apart from phonological processing, Daloiso (2017, 15)
also describes two other areas that can be affected by dyslexia. They are working memory
and processing speed. Processing speed is connected with the term ‘“automaticity”
which refers to performing more than one skill simultaneously. It affects language and also
motor coordination skills, including some issues with visual orientation.

Furthermore, dyslexia might evince some signs in students’ behaviour in preschool
and primary school (Daloiso 2017, 23). For example, learners with dyslexia might have
difficulties paying attention, memorising or reciting the alphabet.

It can be summarised that dyslexia has a significant impact on reading and writing since
both skills require all three levels mentioned above: phonological processing, processing
speed and working memory. However, dyslexia does not cause difficulties only in reading
and writing. It has been shown that poor development of cognitive processes contributes

to poor learning in general.
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1.5 Dyslexia and Foreign Languages

Learning a foreign language, namely English, may be an immensely demanding task
forall learners. The learner faces a new pronunciation system, spelling, tenses,
and vocabulary, which can be very challenging to master. Regarding spelling, learners
might find it troublesome since the phonemes do not correspond with the individual letters
of the alphabet. Nijakowska (2010, 91) lists some examples of spelling errors in English
made by learners with dyslexia. For instance, the learners might omit letters or even parts
of words such as “sudly” instead of “suddenly”; they confuse letters that look similar,
such as “p” and “b”, etc. Zelinkova (2005, 26) draws on these and adds that other letters,
such as “m” and “n” or“n” and “u” can also be problematic. As for pronunciation,
one example can be a problem with correctly pronouncing letter groups “ei”, “ie”.

Additionally, Daloiso (2017, 42) enumerates the following tasks that are generally
demanding for learners with dyslexia when learning English as a foreign language: reading
aloud, taking dictation, copying from the board, taking notes, reading and summarising,
answering an oral question promptly, improvising dialogues and conversation, performing
monologues, and memorising a list of words out of context.

All these tasks share some common features. When learners should perform one
of the listed tasks, time pressure is exerted on them, and a higher level of automatisation is
needed. It means that more than one skill should be activated to perform the task. It is
essential to realise that cognitive skills are not at the same level as they are by the learners
without learning difficulties.

The signs of dyslexia manifest themselves differently for each individual. The obstacles
might appear in diverse combinations and seriousness. On this account, Reid (2005, 22)
suggests that the individual learning style should be contemplated when designing

the learning environment. According to Reid (2016, 370) learners with dyslexia are mostly
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visual or kinaesthetic learners since they are usually endowed with a right-hemisphere
processing style. Therefore, it is beneficial for them to process information visually
and in a more organised way, which means that it should be structured and clarified
(Reid 2005, 23).

In the context of reading exercises, the learners need some general context of the story
or an overview of the main characters, etc. Reid further recommends avoiding multitasking,
on the contrary, only one task should be assigned as then it is easier to ensure that learners
understand the task. In addition, the teacher should offer some extra time to complete
the assignment and help the learners to improve long-term memory strategies through
a visual teaching approach (ibid.).

Pfotenhauer (2015, 2) views the visual approach as “...appropriate for both young
and adult students alike, so the flexibility of using visuals can encourage teachers to choose
varied illustrations, which can facilitate grammar learning.” Visual aids include pictures,
stick figures or photographs, etc. (Widodo 2012,° in Pfotenhauer 2015, 2).

On top of that, the teacher should make metacognitive skills more accessible for learners
with dyslexia (Reid 2005, 23). The term metacognition refers to how the learner is aware
of learning and thinking. Metacognitive skills have shown to be poorly developed
by learners with dyslexia which can lead to acquiring inappropriate learning techniques
in different areas, such as spelling and reading (Reid 2016, 370-371).

Furthermore, the more areas are affected in the learner’s native language; the more
changes should be made in foreign language teaching. In order to be successful
when learning a foreign language, the teacher should make some changes in the following
areas of their teaching: curriculum content, the attitude to learners, principles of teaching

and learning and the methods of acquiring knowledge and skills (Zelinkova 2005, 77).

> Widodo, Handoyo Puji, and Cirocki, Andrzej. 2012. Innovation and Creativity in ELT Methodology.
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1.5.1 Curriculum content

A significant aspect of language teaching is the realisation that the coursebooks do not
determine the curriculum content (Zelinkova 2005, 78). It has been anchored
in the Framework Education Programme for Elementary Education (FEP EE),
which determines the primary goal of learning foreign languages in the Czech Republic.
According to the expected outcomes, the learners should achieve a specific level
of communicative competence, and thus the curriculum content has been designed
with respect the communicative competence (ibid., 77).

The curriculum content concerning grammar for lower secondary schools involves,
for example, the development of using grammatical structures and sentence types,
in which case some elementary mistakes are being tolerated if they do not affect
comprehension (FEP EE 2007, 24). Similarly, Zelinkova (2005, 77-78) points out that
aiming for flawlessly performed tasks is pointless. It is more important to incorporate
the learner’s intellect and personal characteristics when designing the teaching goals.
However, it is necessary to involve an intensive drill to make the knowledge automatic
and consider that many exercises in the language coursebooks are hardly manageable

for learners with dyslexia and other learning difficulties (Zelinkova 2005, 78).

1.5.2 Multisensory approach

A multisensory learning approach has been emphasised as a fundamental strategy
when working with learners with special educational needs (Schneider 2009, 16). This way
of teaching enables learners to use more than one modality such as visual,
auditory, kinaesthetic and tactile channels simultaneously. Thus, in other words,

the essential principle of the multisensory approach is to see, hear, pronounce, write
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and show (Zelinkova 2005, 78-79). Moreover, thanks to integrating different senses, it can
help learners to discover their learning styles.

The visual stimuli might be represented by pictures and real objects or situations
that should be matched with written words. Since the learners with dyslexia find
recognising letters troublesome, it is recommended to distinguish the parts of words
with colours (Zelinkova 2005, 79). Using visual maps can also be helpful as a visual
technique because it supports recalling information. Reid (2016, 247) recommends using
visual support even for the non-visual type of learner because it can still enhance their
memory.

Zelinkova (2005, 78) further highlights the importance of using voice recorders.
Learners can listen to sample recordings made by the teacher, or they can create their
recordings. On the one hand, it could be uncomfortable for learners to hear their voices.
On the other hand, it has some disadvantages. They have as much time for preparation
as they need, and this technique might help them identify errors, correct them and hence
practise and develop their speaking and listening skills. It might also be a chance to
recognise their strengths and support the learner’s confidence to speak inf front of his or her
peers in class.

The tactile pathway can be incorporated by miming; it means that the learners use
movements of their body and facial expressions without speech to represent the meaning
of words or phrases. Another way of engaging the tactile channel might be writing

and pronouncing words all at once (Zelinkova 2005, 79).

1.5.3 Grammar sequencing

English lessons should also follow the principle of grammar sequencing, which is

essential for the automatisation of knowledge. The teacher should design activities logically
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based on the learner’s previous knowledge; otherwise, the pupils would learn new things
without mastering the previous activities. As a result, acquiring will become highly
demanding (Zelinkova 2005, 81). For instance, it is important to proceed from easier
to more complex sentence patterns when teaching the present continuous tense. It means
that the learner should firstly understand the formation of affirmative sentences, and then
they can focus on forming questions and negative sentences. In addition to that, the learners
also need to understand the function and meaning of the particular tense and it is not possible
to learn all these aspects at a time. It needs to be logically divided into segments achievable

for learners (Zelinkova 2020, 79).

1.5.4 The attitude to learners

Zelinkova (2005, 96) encourages considering SEN learners’ feelings because emotional
factors can negatively impact their learning. In today’s inclusive education environment,
learners with some learning difficulties are a minority in classes. As a result, the rest of
the class may perceive some adjustments as advantageous. Thus, it is vital to familiarise
other learners in the class with the nature of learning difficulties. It can support mutual
relationships within the class and prevent intolerance when it is enabled for learners
with SEN to use some aids, such as grammar overviews during a test.

Reid (2016, 317) maintains that parents should also be familiarised with the difficulties
the learners with dyslexia might be struggling with. Communication between the school
and parents helps in better cooperation. The teacher can help parents understand dyslexia
and support the learner’s learning and development effectively. Moreover, it can be
beneficial for the learner’s motivation when parents are aware of his or her weaknesses

and can focus on positives and appreciate any kind of progress (Reid 2016, 318).
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1.6 Teaching Grammar to Learners with Dyslexia

As mentioned before, learners with dyslexia might share some similar features;
however, they are all individuals who learn in different ways. Each individual reaches
a different level of language acquisition. Nevertheless, when learners struggle
with the grammar of their mother tongue, they will most likely find it challenging to learn
a foreign language (Zelinkova 2005, 89). This chapter will discuss the difficulties
while learning grammar and some recommended techniques for helping dyslexic learners
learn better grammar concepts.

Grammar is an inevitable part of every language that must be learnt in order to master
the language. There are several ways of thinking about grammar, such as a set of rules
or different exercises (Scrivener, 2011, 156). One way or the other, grammar is a term
that most terrifies the learner since it represents very often memorising and a lot of studying.
This chapter will describe and contrast different approaches to teaching grammar.

Gower and Phillips (1995, 128) introduce aspects that should be considered
when deciding what approach to choose. What the authors also point out is
the importance of the learner’s language-learning style. It means that the teacher should
have some information about the group of learners from the previous language teacher
or devote some time to getting to know the learners.

Regarding learning grammatical structures in a foreign language, it is recommended
to “...use a personal set of laminated coloured-coded or white cards to review and practise
grammatical and syntactical concepts learned in class.” (Schneider 2009, 59).

Learners with dyslexia encounter word order difficulties. It means that they struggle
with arranging individual words in sentences. Another problem is related to learning
and remembering grammar rules as well as understanding grammar concepts, for instance,

the difference between the present tenses (Nijakowska et al. 2010, 149).
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Kormos (2012, 134) refers to the previously mentioned grammar sequencing:
“The teaching of grammar also needs to proceed in small steps from simple to complex
structures, and should build on learners’ existing knowledge. New grammatical structures
should not be introduced until previously taught ones are sufficiently automatised.” She
further recommends presenting grammar in context and avoiding complicated abstract
terminology. Instead of using terminology, learners can use colours to distinguish different
sentence elements, such as subject, object, etc. Generally, colour-coding is used to support
learners’ understanding of abstract concepts connected with grammar. Various learning aids
such as Cuisenaire wooden rods of different colours or even Lego blocks can also be helpful
in visually representing sentence elements. Last but not least, it is important to involve
activities on the interactive whiteboard, for example, those where students form sentences
from individual words (ibid.).

Nijakowska et al. (2013, 94-95) offer the following interesting ideas about creating tense

cards and using colour-coding.

| am wearing blue jeans. .
— J Are you wearing blue jeans?
| study Italian.

. Do you study Italian?
He studies Italian.

Figure 1-2 Colourcoding (Nijakowska et al. 2013, 94)

In this example, the red colour represents personal pronouns, the green colour stands
for auxiliary verbs, and the blue colour is used for verbs. It should be noted that the colour-
coding should correspond with the system used in learners’ native language if the teacher
also uses colour-coding in his lessons (ibid.).

Visual formula Present Continuous:
ING

Visual formulas for Present Simple:

He s

Figure 3 Visual formulas (Nijakowska et al. 2013, 94)
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‘Visual formulas’ are based on the same principle as the previous colour-coding.
Learners must understand what the particular colours represent. The ending -ing,
which must be added to the base form to make the present continuous tense (as well
as the ending -s in the third person singular in present simple) is highlighted to stress
the most problematic part.

For example for Present Simple you can have cards like this:

hobby - do not
daily routine ! ~~— L He s ?-Do__

For Present Continuous:

picture - not
description -ING __ING T-

now

Figure 4 Tense cards (Nijakowska et al. 2013, 95)

Another type of visual adaptation is a tense card for a particular grammatical concept.
Nijakowska (ibid.) suggests that the students receive these cards, and they should determine
which tense card refers to the present continuous or present simple tense.

In addition to using mind maps, songs, word cards and voice recorders, it is also
recommended to apply mnemonic devices or cards which encourage the learner’s self-
correction (Nijakowska 2013, 96). The following games are also believed to be dyslexia-
friendly when teaching grammar: charades, bingo, taboo, Pictionary, pelmanism, sudoku
or magnetic letters (Nijakowska 2013, 99).

Even though communicative competence is at the forefront of FEP EE, learning
grammar is of huge importance. Learners encounter grammatical tenses in lower secondary
school for the first time. To be more specific, the difference between the present simple

and the present continuous is taught in the sixth grade. The learners are confronted
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with the terminology as well as different grammar structures. Crombie and McColl (2001,°

in Reid 2016, 292) mention some suggestions for enhancing foreign language learning:

Use charts and diagrams to highlight the bigger picture; add mime and gesture
to words.

Add pictures to text.

Use colour to highlight gender and accents.

Use games to consolidate vocabulary; make packs of pocket-sized cards; use
different cards for different purposes.

Combine listening and reading by providing text and tape.

Use Mind Maps and spidergrams.

Allow the student to produce his or her own tape.

Present in small amounts, using a variety of means, giving frequent opportunities

for repetition and revision.

In comparison to that, Zelinkova (2020, 80) states some similar strategies that might be

useful when teaching and learning English grammar structures. She recommends using

colour-coding to distinguish adverbs and other parts of speech or sentence elements

that function as signal words of the particular tense. For instance, the adverb yesterday

signals the past simple tense. It can help the learner better to understand the word order

in different sentence types. She also recommends implementing pictures, diagrams,

timelines, and recordings of sample sentences (ibid.).

6 Crombie, Margaret, and McColl, Hilary. 2001. Dyslexia and the Teaching of modern foreign languages.
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1.7 Defining Young Learners

Age is a significant factor that must be considered when designing activities because
different age groups of students do not learn and acquire a foreign language in the same way.
The following chapter deals with the characteristics of learners of the sixth grade since they are
the target age group of the research.

Learners of the sixth grade are not easy to categorise because this age group borders closely
with teenagers. Philips (2000, 3) classes learners at the age of eleven or twelve to the group
of young learners. At the same time, she highlights that age is not the only factor the teacher
should consider when choosing an activity for a class of learners. The most important aspect
is the level of the learner’s maturity which differs for each individual.

Young learners distinguish from other age groups in several respects. The main difference
between young learners and older students, who are characterised as teenagers or adolescents
(Harmer 2007, 14), is that “... older children have developed a greater capacity for abstract
thought as they have grown up.” (Harmer 2007, 15). It means that older learners are endowed
with more advanced competency in their own language. They have a different level of language
processing, so they can analyse the language as a system. It is crucial since grammar usually
requires abstract thinking and metalinguistic skills (Daloiso 2017, 19). He also states
that the way grammar structures are usually presented in coursebooks is not very convenient
for learners with dyslexia.

On the other hand, young learners prefer activities connected with their lives and personal
experiences. However, the amount of time they can stay focused on an activity or a task is much
shorter, and they get distracted more easily than adolescents. Nevertheless, the age boundary is
not firmly set since it also depends on the individual emotional and physical development

(ibid.).
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2 RESEARCH PART

2.1 Introduction

The theoretical part presents several obstacles which can arise for dyslexic pupils during
the EFL classes based on selected literature. The research part investigates what
Is particularly difficult for the sixth-grade dyslexic pupils in EFL lessons in mainstream
schools, monitor and combine English teachers’ teaching strategies, techniques
and approaches and develop more effective lesson plans. The individual steps

of the research will be described in detail in the following chapters.

2.2 Research methods

The original intention was to research in at least four different lower secondary schools
in the Liberec region. However, the Covid-19 pandemic has affected the proposed research
because the observation part was performed in 2020. For this reason, the observation of EFL
lessons was carried out at only one lower secondary school in Liberec, namely ZS Aloisina
vySina.

The data gathered from the observation served as a starting point for the teachers’
and pupils’ questionnaire formation. Consequently, questionnaires were distributed among
English teachers and pupils at four lower secondary schools to gain more specific

information and ideas. Finally, sample lesson plans were created and put into effect.

2.3 Observation of English lessons

Observation research was chosen as the first research technique because “...observation
as a research process offers an investigator the opportunity to gather ‘live’ data from

naturally occurring social situations” (Cohen 2007, 396). Thanks to the observation, it was
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possible to collect information about pupils in their natural environment, and the main focus
was on classroom events, the behaviour and interaction between the teacher and pupils.
This observation aimed to detect problems and identify learning barriers that dyslexic
children face during EFL classes. During the research process, no systematic structure was
followed. According to information from the theoretical part, I created a list of common
areas that might cause difficulties for dyslexic pupils. | observed the EFL classes taking
notes whenever | noticed some situations that appeared to be problematic for dyslexic
pupils. I further recognised the situations as problematic based on my subjective opinion.

Three sixth-grade classes at a lower elementary school were observed wherein there
were ten dyslexic pupils altogether. Before entering the classes, | was informed which
pupils had been diagnosed with dyslexia. It is essential to mention that these pupils also
deal with other learning difficulties, such as dysgraphia. Nevertheless, dyslexia is
the prevalent learning difficulty in their diagnosis.

The barriers appeared mainly during reading and writing exercises. The reading ability
they showed seemed to be slower and inaccurate, and probably, therefore, the pupils feared
reading aloud in class. Due to these experiences, the learner’s self-esteem decreased’.

When dyslexic pupils were asked to spell a word in English, some consonants
and vowels were omitted or added to words. Moreover, the words were spelt phonetically
in the way the pupils heard those words pronounced, and they created illegible notes while
copying from the board or taking dictations. Similar looking letters were confused in words,
for example, d and b, m and n in the following words: dad, drink, my, mum.

Dyslexic learners had problems with decoding written texts and the conversation with
other pupils in a class. In most cases, they could not react or respond to the other pupils’

questions. Similarly, copying and following spoken instructions appeared to be demanding.

7 The pupils mentioned this information in the questionnaires.
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When the teacher gave the pupils instructions to look at the exercise in their books on page
X in the upper right corner, they could not orientate easily’. The concentration
of the learners also seemed to be affected. Their concentration span was poor, and they were
very easily distracted from their work®.

The observation showed that the difficulties occurred mainly in reading, spelling
and writing as described in the literature review. The observation findings prove that
the teacher should closely follow the literature to be familiar with the barriers that dyslexic
learners face during the lessons and help minimise learners’ difficulties during the learning

process.

2.4 Questionnaires for English teachers

The first questionnaire was created for English teachers. It comprises thirteen questions
about teaching sixth graders English as a foreign language. Except for the first two
questions, where the respondents could choose only one option, the questionnaire consisted
of a series of multiple-choice questions. The questionnaire also included open questions to
make the answers more specific. The responses were collected from twenty-five lower-
secondary-school-English teachers. The questionnaire aimed to determine precisely what
methods and aids the teacher uses when teaching English to children who have been
diagnosed with dyslexia.

This chapter is devoted to the summary of the outcome of the questionnaires.

The original questionnaire is enclosed in Appendix A.

8 Although the teacher indicated where the exercise was with her hand, she did it quickly and did not wait
for the pupils to get oriented on the page.

9 I noticed that the pupils looked out of the window and ignored the teacher’s instructions during
the observation.
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1. Which approach do you use to introduce a new

A rammar topic?
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S
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inductive inductive and deductive deductive

Graph 11° Teaching approach used for presenting grammar

2. Which language do you use to explain new grammar

t rules?
100
g 80
[<5]
& 60
c
8
5 40
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0% 0%
0 >
Czech and English language English language Czech language

Graph 2! Language used to explain new grammar rules

Graph 1 and Graph 2 focus on presenting new grammar topics. Graph 1 shows that
the inductive approach is the most popular in the teaching of the respondents. The result is
not surprising since the commonly used coursebooks, such as Project or Bloggers, apply
some context in presenting new grammar structures. Nevertheless, Graph 1 also shows that
some respondents combine different ways of presenting grammar, which can be more

enjoyable for the learners.

10 Jaky zpiisob vyuzivate k predstaveni nového gramatického jevu? (English translation by the researcher)
11V jakém jazyce vysvétlujete gramaticka pravidla? (English translation by the researcher)
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Graph 2 indicates that all the respondents explain new grammatical rules in a foreign
language and their mother tongue. The stronger learners work with the target language,
and the rest of the class has the opportunity to follow the explanations in the Czech
language. Multiple graphs will be presented and commented on further in the text

in the following part.

3. What kind of work do you use for consolidating

A grammar?

100
= 80
) 80 %
& 60
3
5 40
o 40 %

20 ——

0 »
pair work individual work group work

Graph 3'2 Kind of work used for consolidating grammar (a multiple-choice question with more
possible answers)

4. Which objects, things and methods do you use for practising

00 A grammar?
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S 66.7 9%
= > 60 %
& 60
8
<
8 40 _—
D
o
20
0%
0 >
visual aids (e. g.  physical activities drill exercises other
flashcards, pictures, (e. g. raising cards,
videos) walking around the
class, throwing a
ball)

Graph 4 Methods used for practising grammar (a multiple-choice question with more possible
answers)

12 Které metody prace vyuzivate ve vyuce pii upeviovani gramatickych jevii? (English translation
by the researcher)
13 Jaké metody pouzivate pti procvi€ovani gramatiky? (English translation by the researcher)
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4.1 What visual aids and physical activities do you use?
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76.9 %

[}
o

38.5% 38.5%
30.8%
23.1% 23.1%

B 1 77% 77% 7.7%
0

[
»

Percentage [%]
D
o

o
o
D

|

Graph 5 Types of activities (visual and physical) used for practising grammar (a multiple-choice
question with more possible answers)

Graphs 3, 4, and 5 represent practice and consolidation of grammar structures. Graph 3
represents different kinds of work used in EFL classes, and the respondents were able
to choose more than one option. From all of the respondents, 86.7% chose pair work.
Therefore, most of them create pairs during the lessons when practising grammar.

At the same time, a very similar percentage of the respondents also emphasised
individual work, so the lessons seemed well-balanced, according to the graphs. Similarly,
it was possible to choose more options in Graph 4, and it shows that the respondents
combine drill exercises with physical activities and different kinds of visual aids,

where visual aids have shown to be the most frequent.

14 Jaké vizualni pomicky a fyzické aktivity pouzivate? (English translation by the researcher)
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Graph 5 displays an open question where the respondents were asked to describe
the visual aids and physical activities in more detail. Visual aids are used very often
in the form of educational videos, pictures, and memory games. The respondents also stated
that they use some kinds of physical activities, such as raising cards and throwing a ball
while forming sentences according to a grammar rule.

The following graphs illustrate the usage of dictionaries in EFL lessons.

5. What kind of dictionary do you use in your lessons?
100

80

60 53.39%

46.7 %
40

Percentage [%]

20 %
20

»
»

printed dictionary online dictionary I do not use dictionaries.

Graph 6 Kinds of dictionaries used in English lessons (a multiple-choice question with more

possible answers)

5.1 For what purposes do you use dictionaries in your

A 2
100 lessons?
83.3%
—. 80
S,
o 60
[@)]
8
§ 40
o) 16.7 % )
a 20 8.3 % 8.3% 8.3%
0 [ >
Individual Tests Pronunciation Writing down Dictionaries
work new are available

vocabulary during lessons

Graph 7% Purposes for using dictionaries in English lessons

15 Jaky typ slovniku pii hodindch vyuzivate? (English translation by the researcher)
16 Pti jakych aktivitach vyuzivate v hodinach slovniky? (English translation by the researcher)
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Graphs 6 and 7 focus on using dictionaries during lessons. It is evident from Graph 6
that 20% of the respondents do not use dictionaries at all. The rest of the respondents mainly
chose printed as well as online dictionaries. In Graph 7, the respondents wrote down what
they used dictionaries for. Printed dictionaries are used by 83.3% of the respondents
for individual work, such as reading exercises or working on projects. Thus, the pupils can
look the words up themselves, which could be a more effective way of remembering new
vocabulary. Online dictionaries are used for checking the pronunciation of new words,
or some teachers have them available during the whole lesson for the learners to look

up unknown words anytime during the lesson.

6. What kind of equipment do you use in your English lessons to
practise grammar?

100 1 93.3%
86.7 %
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é
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[
8
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o 26.7 %
20 %
20 —
0%
0 >
overhead pPC TV, DVD, CD player other | do not use
projector video devices  any devices

Graph 87 Equipment used in English lessons (a multiple-choice question with more possible
answers)

17 Jaka zatizeni v hodinach pouZivate k procvi¢ovani gramatiky? (English translation by the researcher
p p g Yy g Yy
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6.1 What programmes, platforms do you use in your
lessons?
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Graph 98 Programmes and platforms used in ELT

Graph 8 represents the usage of technological devices in ELF classes. The respondents
use mainly an overhead projector and a computer. The respondents could specify for what
purposes they use a particular device in the following question displayed by Graph 9.
The respondents mentioned several websites and online applications for practising a new
grammar unit, such as Youtube, Kahoot, Wordwall, Liveworksheets and online
coursebooks with additional material. Some respondents also use the PowerPoint
programme with presentations as a valuable tool for visualising grammar structures.
Graph 9 does not include the following websites because they were mentioned only once:
agendaweb.org, aj.cz, anglomaniacy.pl, gamestolearnenglish.com, helpforenglish.cz,

duolingo.com, lyricstraining.com, quizlet.com, en.islcollective.com, listenaminute.com,

18 Jaké programy pouzivate v hodinach anglického jazyka? (English translation by the researcher)
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flippity.net, breakingnewsenglish.com. All the websites enable the teacher to practise

grammar in a more interesting and exciting way.

7. What kind of tests do you prepare for dyslexic children?
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Graph 10'° Testing of dyslexic children (a multiple-choice question with more possible answers)

Itis evident from Graph 10 that the respondents prefer oral examinations to written tests.
However, they could choose both options, and 40% of the respondents stated that they test

dyslexic pupils also by means of written tests.

8. How do you work with dyslexic children within the English
100 93.3% lessons?
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Graph 112° Ways of working with dyslexic children (multiple choice question with more possible
answers)

19 Jaké pouzivate formy zkouseni dyslektickych zakt? (English translation by the researcher)
20 Jak ptistupujete k dyslektickym zaktim b&hem vyu€ovacich hodin? (English translation by the researcher)
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The respondents were further asked to describe their work with dyslexic children during

EFL classes. The answers are summarised in Graph 11. Frequently, the teacher allows

dyslexic pupils to work for a longer period of time and assign them shorter homework.

The respondents also copy materials and notes for dyslexic children so that they do not have

to copy the notes from the board. As written in chapter 1.5, taking notes from the board

IS not suitable for dyslexic pupils.
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Graph 122! Effective practice of grammar for dyslexic pupils

Combining textual and visual information, for instance, supporting texts with pictures,

together with working with pictures and physical activities, appear to be the most effective

ways of practising grammar, as displayed in Graph 12. The respondents formulated their

answers, which are shown in Graph 12.

21

Které aktivity jsou na zakladé VaSich zkusenosti nejvice efektivni pro dyslektické zaky? (English

translation by the researcher)
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10. How do the lesson plans for the classes with dyslexic

00 4 pupils differ from those without the dyslexic children?
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Graph 13?2 Differentiation of the lesson plans

Graph 13 shows the main difference between the lesson plans for classes with dyslexic
pupils and the classes without them. The results show that 53.3% of the respondents do not
create specific lesson plans for dyslexic pupils. The rest of the respondents write that they
spend more time creating the lesson plans because they need to prepare more visual aids
and activities, discuss the activities with the teaching assistants, or pay more attention

to the formulation of instructions and explanations.

22 Jak se lisi Vase piipravy hodin pro skupiny s dyslektickymi détmi a pro skupiny bez nich? (English
translation by the researcher)
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11. Do you cooperate with the parents of dyslexic pupils?
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Graph 142 Cooperation with the parents of the dyslexic pupils (a multiple-choice question with
more possible answers)

As mentioned in chapter 1.5.4, communication with parents is essential. Due to better
cooperation, parents gain specific information about the learning difficulty, which might
be helpful for further support of dyslexic learners. That is why the respondents were asked
this particular question represented by Graph 14. Only 6.7% of the respondents do not
cooperate with the parents of dyslexic pupils at all. The rest of the respondents chose
different kinds of cooperation with the parents, such as conversation within class meetings,
cooperation over the telephone or e-mails, 20% of the respondents arrange individual
meetings and the rest of the respondents use other ways of cooperation with the parents
but they did not mention how. No teacher works within a special portfolio for students

with dyslexia or other learning difficulties.

2 Spolupracuijete s rodi¢i dyslektickych zaka? (English translation by the researcher)
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12. How many dyslexic pupils are you teaching?
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Graph 15%* Proportion of the dyslexic pupils

The results arising from Graph 15 might be surprising. It shows that the respondents are
teaching a higher number of dyslexic pupils. Almost 7% of the respondents exceed
the boundary of 30% of the dyslexic pupils. In addition, 20% of the teachers have over 20%
of the dyslexic children in their ELT classes. Only 13.3% of the respondents teach less than

5% of the dyslexic children. Hence, it is crucial to understand dyslexia and other learning

difficulties.

13. How long have you been teaching?
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Graph 162° Teaching experience of the respondents

24 Uved'te pocet déti v jednotlivych skupinach, které vyucujete AJ a do zavorky uved'te pocet dyslektickych
déti v dané skupiné. (English translation by the researcher)
% Jaka je délka Vasi pedagogické praxe? (English translation by the researcher)
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The final Graph 16 displays the teaching experience of all the respondents. It can be
concluded that the range of the respondents’ teaching experience is broad, so the answers
were collected not only from younger teachers at the beginning of their careers but also

from older and more experienced ones.

2.5 Questionnaires for pupils

In the following chapter, the answers of the pupils will be analysed. The questionnaire’s
goal was to examine how dyslexic pupils perceive the materials and activities used by their
teachers during the EFL classes. The data were gathered with the help of EFL teachers from
23 pupils who struggle with dyslexia. All the pupils attend the sixth grade at different lower
secondary schools in the Liberec region, and the teacher distributed the questionnaires to
the pupils either in the printed online version. The questionnaire consists of twelve
questions in Czech, and they were translated into English together with the responses only
for the purpose of this thesis. The pupils also had an opportunity to add additional comments

to each answer. The original questionnaire is enclosed in Appendix B.

1. Do you like practising grammar on PC?
100

(]
o

69.6 %

(o)
o

o
o

Percentage [%]

N
o

o

Yes No

Graph 1728 Practising grammar on PC

26 Procvicujes rad/a gramatické pravidla* na po¢itaci? (English translation by the researcher)
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Graph 17 shows that 69.6% of the respondents enjoy practising grammar on PC,
explicitly playing Kahoot, Wordwall, and doing other online exercises. The rest
of the pupils prefer printed materials since they can keep the worksheets, write notes

and highlight important words.

2. What kind of work do you like?

A
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Graph 18" Preferred classroom management

The results following from the Graph 18 indicate that the learners are fond of different
classroom management. Pair work was chosen by 52.2% of the respondents; group work

(30.4%) and individual work (34.8%) were similarly represented. It seems that cooperating

with schoolmates is beneficial for the pupils.

27 Jaky typ prace mas rad/a? (English translation by the researcher)
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3. Do you like raising cards for practising grammar?
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Graph 19?8 Raising cards

4. Does it help you when you move during the lesson?
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Graph 20?° Moving during EFL classes

28 7Zvedas rad/a karticky pii procvi¢ovani gramatiky? (English translation by the researcher)

2 Pomaha ti, kdyz se pfi procvicovani gramatiky v hodinich pohybujes? (English translation
by the researcher)
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5. Do you like matching sentences to pictures?
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Graph 213° Matching sentences to pictures

6. Does it help you when you use substitution tables?
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Graph 223 The usage of substitution tables

%0 M43 rad/a pritazovani vét k obrazkiim? (English translation by the researcher)

81 Pomahaji ti pti udeni gramatickych pravidel barevné piehledové tabulky? (English translation
by the researcher)
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7. Does it help you when you use colourful pens?
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Graph 232 The usage of colourful pens

Graphs 19 to 23 point at techniques that dyslexic pupils prefer when learning grammar
during their EFL classes. It can be concluded that physical activities and visual aids, such
as pictures, substitution tables and colourful pens, are helpful tools for practising grammar.
Nevertheless, 39.1% of the respondents (Graph 22) mentioned not using substitution tables,

which is surprising since these tables are helpful for dyslexic pupils to a great extent,

as mentioned in chapter 1.6.

8. What kind of testing is more convenient for you?
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Graph 24 Preferred kind of testing

%2 Pomaha ti pii uceni pouzivani barevnych tuzek? (English translation by the researcher)
3 Ktery typ zkouseni ti vice vyhovuje? (English translation by the researcher)
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The responses displayed by Graph 24 say that dyslexic pupils favour oral testing
(65.2%) rather than written testing (34.8%). The pupils specified their answers further,
and the statements were identical for both categories. Oral testing is preferred since
the pupils do not see the mistakes on paper, and it helps them memorise the subject matter.
On the other hand, written tests are not so stressful as oral testing because they do not have

to pronounce English words and read texts in front of the whole class. The pupils also have

more time to think about the exercises.

9. Do your parents help you with the preparation for
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Graph 25 The help of the parents

The learners were asked if their parents helped them with their EFL homework
and prepared for these lessons. 65.2% of the respondents claim that their parents try to help
them when the pupils ask. According to 21.7% of the respondents, their parents do not help

them since they do not know the language. Only 13% of the pupils state that their parents

work with them regularly.
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10. Do you think that you need more help during the
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Graph 26%* Learners’ opinions on more help during ELT lessons

Graph 26 shows a somewhat positive result. Only 4.3% of the learners note that they
need more help during EFL classes and clarify their answers in the same way. The pupils
think that their teaching assistant can offer them more help during the lessons. However,

some teaching assistants do not understand English at all, so they cannot answer the pupils’

questions.

% Mas pocit, Zze bys v hodinach anglického jazyka potieboval/a jinou pomoc? (English translation
by the researcher)

54



11. How do you learn new grammar at home?
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Graph 27%° The ways of learning new grammar at home

12. What helps you to learn during the English lessons?
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Graph 28% Learners’ opinions on what helps them during ELT lessons

% Jak se doma ugi§ novou gramatiku? (English translation by the researcher)
% Co ti pomdaha pfi u¢eni v hodinach anglického jazyka? (English translation by the researcher)
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Graphs 27 and 28 represent open questions where the pupils should think about
practising and working with new grammar at home and school. Based on the responses,
several categories were created. Writing and reading as a tool appear to be the most common
ways of learning grammar at home because the writing was mentioned by 60.9%
and reading by 56.5% of the respondents. The pupils mentioned that they read the sentences
or the vocabulary for themselves and then tried to write down the particular sentences.
Moreover, some pupils stated that they highlighted the mistakes in different colours
and tried to write them down again.

Comparing the responses from the last two graphs, it can be observed that visual support
is vital for the pupils. 65.2% of the respondents believe that visual support, such as videos
and pictures, are helpful aids for learning English grammar. At the same time, 39.1%
of the pupils watch YouTube videos to learn new grammar structures at home.

It was partially surprising that playing PC games (17.4%) and watching films (13%)
were rarely mentioned, as pictured in Graph 27. More than that, the learners prefer doing
online exercises at home where they can fill in the sentences using particular grammar
structures.

Having analysed all the responses, it may be concluded that the respondents have
individual needs. Generally, dyslexic pupils should work on PC, but according
to the responses, not all the pupils enjoy it. It cannot be generalised that dyslexic pupils
prefer one type of classroom management. The teacher should equally include all forms
of work in EFL classes since each work has its specifics and is suitable for various learners.
It is essential for the teacher to know the learner’s strengths and needs to choose the best

teaching approach and provide an accessible learning environment.
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2.6 Lesson plans

The following twelve lesson plans focus on teaching the present continuous tense
according tothe coursebook Project 1, the fourth edition; see the reference list.
This coursebook introduces the present continuous immediately after the present simple
tense. At this point, pupils should understand that the present simple is used to describe
daily routines.

The lesson plans were created concerning pupils with dyslexia. However, the lessons
did not aim to work with the dyslexic pupils individually but to show that the lesson plans
could be beneficial for the whole class. It is important to mention that the lesson plans had
been discussed with the teaching assistant before each lesson. Even though the teaching
assistant cannot speak English, she provided some help to pupils in the class and monitored
the rest of the pupils when the teacher focused on the dyslexic pupils.

While creating the lesson plans, the main focus was on implementing different senses
during the individual activities. It is believed that incorporating different channels such
as visual, auditory, kinaesthetic and tactile promote learning, as explained in chapter 1.5.2.
Moreover, font types have also been considered when it comes to worksheets. Based on
Rello’s and Baeza-Yates’ (2013, 7) study, some font types can support the reading
performance of dyslexic people, such as Helvetica, Courier, Ariel, Verdana and CMU.

The individual lesson plans will be presented in this chapter and reflections that focus

on problems experienced during the lessons and analyse their effectiveness.
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Date: 1st November

Aims: To present a new grammar topic so the pupils will recognise the correct form of present
continuous positive sentences.

Objectives: The pupils can create and apply the present continuous positive sentences to talk about
activities they are doing at the given moment of speaking.

Purpose / Rationale: This lesson aims to present the form of the present continuous structure
in affirmative sentences and to practice it in a suitable context via controlled activities.

Materials: PC (YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-xmGY NgrJk), worksheets

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Basic vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 5 min

T: Good morning! (T asks questions to start the lesson.)

How are you? How was your weekend? What did you do?

Pupils answer.

Aim: To warm up the pupils and prepare them for the English lesson

Stage 2 15 min

T: We are going to listen to a song from the Silly Billy Band about people doing different activities.
They will sing about some activities. Listen and watch the video and try to remember at least three
activities; you will then tell me the ones you remember.

Pupils watch the video.

T: What activities can you remember?

Pupils answer — walking, eating etc.

T: Excellent, well done, you could remember many of them. Now, take your exercise books. Listen

again and write down as many activities as possible. For example: walking.
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Pupils watch the video and write down the activities.

T: How many activities do you have? Could you write them on the board? Daniel? Please show us

what it means.

Pupils count their answers and write them on the board one by one.

The pupils are also asked to mime the activities to explain the meaning after writing it on the board.

Aim: To practise the vocabulary in written form

Stage 3: Worksheet 15 min

T: You will get a worksheet with pictures and some cards with sentences. Your task is to match

the sentences to the pictures.

T helps the pupils with dyslexia, and the teaching assistant monitors other pupils in the class.

Flashcards with the sentences:

She is walking. He is running.

He is throwing. She is catching.
He is eating. She is drinking.
She is crying. He is smiling.
She is climbing. He is swinging.
They are jumping. She is kicking.

He is hitting. They are fighting.

They are sleeping.
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What is he doing? What is she doing? What are they doing?

lel
Il“l

Figure 5: Present continuous worksheet — matching sentences to pictures

T: Check your answers with your partner!

The pupils read the answers after peer checking.

T: Good job! Now look at the sentences. What do they have in common?
Pupils answer — konci na -ing.

Take a blue pencil and highlight the ending -ing.

Is there anything else?

V nékterych vétach je is/are.

Take a green pencil and highlight is and are in the sentences.
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The teacher highlights the parts on the interactive board.

T: This is called the present continuous tense, in Czech: pfitomny ¢as pribéhovy. Do you know
when we use it? (I am standing now. You are sitting now. | am teaching at the moment. You are
learning English at the moment.) We use it to say what is happening now, for example, in pictures.
The teacher stresses words in italics.

As your homework, cut out the individual pictures from our worksheet and bring them tomorrow.
The teacher shows them how to cut out the pictures.

Aim: To familiarise the pupils with the present continuous structure and usage

Stage 5: Mime the activity 10 min

T: I have all the activities on these cards. I’ll give you a card and you will mime the activity in
front of the class. | pick only some volunteers. If you know the answer, raise your hand. I’ll do
the first one as an example.

Aim: To close the lesson and practise the new vocabulary actively.

Reflection 1

At the beginning of the lesson, the pupils watched a three-minute-long Youtube video.
It seemed that they did not like the video since the pupils watched it very quietly for the first
time. Surprisingly, some pupils started to dance and sing along when | played the song again.
The writing part was challenging for the dyslexic pupils; however, the song included subtitles,
and the activities were repeated many times. | did not determine the minimum of activities
the pupils should write down, so nobody was under pressure. All the pupils remembered at least
ten activities from the song, and probably thanks to the subtitles, they wrote all the verbs
correctly on the board even when there were some spelling changes (e.g. hitting, running,
smiling). The volunteers were asked to write the activities and mime the activity to describe
the meaning. This part was fascinating as they were laughing all the time. Everybody knew how

to mime the verbs since the learners saw them in the video, so the whole class wanted to try
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them. It contributed to the relaxed atmosphere of the lesson. There were only two shy pupils
who did not raise their hands.

After that, | distributed worksheets with pictures of the activities from the video.
The activities were divided into three columns according to the subject of a sentence. The task
was to match the sentences to the correct pictures and then check the answers with the partner.
In the meantime, | monitored the work of the dyslexic pupils. They were sure about the meaning
of the sentences, so | asked them why there were three columns in the worksheet. They also
recognized that there is HE, SHE and THEY. The teaching assistant monitored the rest
of the class. This task was too easy for some pupils, so | told them to cut the individual pictures
out since it was their homework for the next lesson.

Afterwards, we highlighted the two parts of the present continuous tense
in the sentences. While | was highlighting the parts on the interactive board, the teaching
assistant was monitoring the pupils. When all the pupils finished the task, we discussed the
usage of the present continuous tense. | assumed that they would not describe the usage without
any clues. Therefore, I described what | was doing and what they were doing, and 1 stressed
the time expressions now, at the moment, excessively. It helped the pupils discover
that the present continuous tense is used to talk about activities happening when of speaking.

At his point, | digressed from the original lesson plan. The pupils were asked to write
down the usage in their own words into their exercise books instead of miming the activities
from the video. | appreciated how they explained the use of the tense, and | wanted them to
remember their own formulated sentences. They also had to describe what they were doing,
write at least one sentence and highlight the two parts of the present continuous again.

On the whole, the lesson ran smoothly, and the pupils responded positively to all
activities within the lesson. They were consolidating vocabulary and new grammar structure

through several senses. The video used at the beginning of the lesson was based on visual
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and auditory stimuli; the printed flashcards enabled the pupils to physically move and touch
the sentences with the target grammar structure. Moreover, miming the activities from the video
was connected with movements of the whole body. The main focus was on visual support,
especially when working with the structure of the present continuous tense. It is important to
mention that the cooperation of the teaching assistant was beneficial despite the fact that
the teaching assistant cannot speak English at all. We had discussed the activities before
the lesson, and she was able to monitor the pupils during the activities. As a result, | had more

time to focus on the pupils who needed more help.
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Date: 2nd November
Aims: To practise a new grammar topic, particularly present continuous in terms of forming affirmative

sentences in an oral form by describing pictures and forming sentences about their classmates.

Objectives: The pupils will be able to use the present continuous tense to describe pictures and to talk
about activities in they are doing at the given moment of speaking.

Purpose / Rationale: The purpose of this lesson is the practice and automatization of the present

continuous structure in affirmative sentences in oral form.

Materials: flashcards from the previous lesson, PC (PowerPoint presentation), substitution tables

with affirmative sentences in the present continuous

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Vocabulary from the previous lesson and the structure of the present continuous

tense in affirmative sentences.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 4 min
T: Good morning! Who can tell me: What am | doing now?

The teacher asks questions several pupils to start the lesson and they answer — You are standing.
What are you doing at the moment?

Pupils answer — | am sitting. | am talking, etc.

What is your mum doing right now?

Pupils answer — She is working.

The teacher writes three example sentences with different subjects on the board.

Aim: To warm up the pupils and prepare them for the English lesson

Stage 2 15 min
T: Now take the pictures and sentences from the previous lesson.

The teacher shows them what she means by showing her cuts up.
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You will play a memory game in pairs. What is a memory game in Czech?

Pupils answer — Pexeso.

Players take turns in turning over the cards. The goal is to collect the most pairs of cards. When
you turn the card over, read it or try to describe the picture. Tom, could you repeat

the instructions in Czech?

Pupils play the game, and the teacher monitors their work together with the teaching assistant.

As your homework, glue the cards into your exercise books and highlight the present continuous

tense as the last time. I’ll show you the example. I’m going to check it next lesson.

Aim: To automatise the present continuous form via several senses

Stage 3 15 min

T: Let’s have a look at the presentation®. We are talking about the present continuous tense. It’s

pritomny ¢as pritbéhovy. Why pritbéhovy?

Present continuous

Pupils answer — Protoze nam rikd, Ze néco probihd.

T: Exactly! Some words help us to recognize it. What words?

Pupils answer — Now/Ted. Signal words

now
T: OK, there are more words. Look at this slide. Do you know right now
at the moment

Listen! Look!

today

tonight

this morning / afternoon / evening

all the words? Anna, could you please read them?

Y N W WY R

37 The presentation was made by the author of the thesis.
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T: Good! You know from the previous lesson that we need two parts to form the present

continuous. Which parts?

1 am | reading

Pupils answer — am/is/are and -ing. e —
She is reading
It is reading

We are reading

T: Now, look at the picture. There is a BOY. What is HE

You are reading

They are reading

doing in the picture?

What is he doing right now? What is he doing now?

write a letter

wait for a bus

He is writing a letter.

fly a kite

He is flying a kite.

go to school

He is going to school.

T: Great job! Tell me: What is Lukas$ doing right now?

Pupils answer — He is sitting right now.

What is Anna doing at the moment?

Pupils answer — She is smiling at the moment.



The teacher asks several pupils what their classmates are doing to drill the sentences.

T: Now, there are TWO/THREE people. What ARE THEY doing in the picture?

What are they doing today? What are they doing now?

open thelr presents play
They are opening

their presents. They are playing.

T: Excellent! Tell me: What are Tomas and Vojta doing right now?
Pupils answer — They are looking at the board right now.

What is EliSka and Terka doing at the moment?

Pupils answer — They are writing at the moment.

The teacher asks several pupils what their classmates are doing to drill the sentences.

T: Well done! And what are YOU doing at the moment?
What are you doing now?

I am sitting.
I am speaking.

I am learning English.
I am listening to the teacher.
Aim: To revise and practise present continuous in oral form
Stage 4 10 min
T: Great! We will now play the memory game again, but you will be the cards this time. Eliska
and Honza, please come in front of the board. You will find the matching pairs by asking

the others about their cards.
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The others will get a card with a sentence or with a picture. If you get a card with a sentence, you
will just read it aloud. Some of you will get a picture. In that case, you have to mime the activity
in the picture.

Eliska and Honza will collect the matching pairs.

The teacher demonstrates the instruction while explaining the game and distributes the set of flashcards

from the previous lesson. In the meantime, somebody explains the game in Czech.

Aim: To demonstrate and recognise the present continuous in oral form

Stage 5 1 min

T: Good job, everybody! You will now get a table with highlighted parts of the present

continuous tense. | want you to glue the table into your exercise books.

Affirmative (Positive) Form
I am
He watchjil] Tv.
sleeplll] in bed.
She is catiill] sweets.
It jumplill
washlill] a car.
We readfli] 2 book.
You - - workiilil. |
S|tt- on the chair.
They

Figure 6: Substitution table for present continuous affirmative sentences

Reflection 2
The pupils were asked some questions at the beginning of the lesson to form sentences

in the present continuous tense. They used the ending -ing in their answers, but they sometimes
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did not form the whole sentences (standing, working). | corrected the answers by repeating
and modelling the whole sentence and stressing am, is, are.

Secondly, the learners played a memory game with the sentences from the previous
lessons. Some of them forgot to bring them to school, but we needed only one set of cards
and sentences for a pair, so it was not a problem. The teaching assistant monitored the pupils
because the lesson plan had been discussed earlier. Thanks to this, | could focus on dyslexic
pupils and practise pronunciation with them. All the pupils were given enough time to play
the game, and the winners in each pair got grade 1.

Thirdly, the pupils formed sentences according to the pictures in the presentation.
The individual parts occurred one by one. At first, the pupils saw only a picture, then we
discussed the activity and formed the present continuous form. The idea of connecting both
parts of the present continuous tense (am/is/are + -ing) with two hands was beneficial. Every
time a learner forgot to add one of these parts, | just waved with my hands, and they were able
to correct the sentence.

After that, we played a memory game again. This time, | joined the class, because there
was an odd number of pupils. At first, the instructions seemed to be a bit complicated, but after
a short demonstration with some pupils, the game’s rules were clear. However, this kind
of activity requires more time. The pupils enjoyed being part of the game, but we did not do
more than two pairs. The lack of time resulted in the pupils' slight annoyance who had no chance
to participate. Otherwise, the lesson ran according to the lesson plan. The substitution table was
given to the pupils at the very end of the lesson. The colours used in the substitution table
correspond with the tense cards mentioned in the following lesson plans. The aim is to connect
the red colour with the subject of a sentence and the blue colour with the present continuous

ending -ing. It will also be later contrasted with the present simple.
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Date: 4th November

Aims: To practise the new grammatical structure in a written form by forming sentences according

to pictures from a video.

Objectives: Pupils will be able to form affirmative sentences in written form and explain the spelling
changes after adding the ending -ing.

Purpose / Rationale: This lesson aims to practise the formation of the present continuous affirmative
sentence in written form via controlled activities.

Materials: PC (video), worksheets, board

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: The form of present continuous affirmative sentences. Basic vocabulary

connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 4 min

T: Good morning! How are you today?

T: Good! Today we’re going to watch a short video about Sally and Mike. Who knows Sally and
Mike? Are they friends? What do they look like? What is the name of the movie? What do you
remember about the movie?

Pupils answer — Yes/No; The movie is Monsters, Inc.; They are friends.; Mike is small and green.; Sally
is fat and big.

Aim: To warm up the pupils

Stage 2 7 min

T: Great. Now we’re going to watch a video “Mike’s new car”. Watch the video carefully. You
will tell me what is going on there.

Pupils watch the short video.

T: OK. Did you like the video? Who can tell me what happened there?

Pupils answer — Yes, | like it., No, | don 't like it. Mike has got a new car. Sally doesn 't like it. etc.

Aim: To practise speaking to the topic given
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Stage 3 25 min
T: Great! I’ll give you a worksheet. Your first task is to order the pictures.

Pupils work individually.

1. Put the pictures in the correct order.
Write numbers into the bubbles.

el

- =
e

2. Match the actions to the pictures.

(Oscream (Oopen the door

Ositin the car Onold tike 4, Find two spelling changes. verb + -ing
Ocover the eyes Odrive the car

Oshow the car Ocall scream + -jfg. ->

O push the button O

swim + -jng.->

3. Write sentences to each picture about what they are doing.
buy + ing ->

1)
2) ride + -ing > O have
3) having

4)

5) 5. Find other examples from exercise 2.

6)

Figure 7: Present continuous worksheet — Sally and Mike

T: Now check it with your partner.

Pupils check their answers in pairs. The teacher monitors their work.

T: OK, P’ll play the video again and pause it after each activity. We will check the order together.
T: Now, take a look at exercise 2. There are some activities. Who wants to read them? Super!
Match these actions to the pictures! So, what should you do with the actions, Marek?

The teacher is showing the handout and pointing at the pictures.

Pupils work individually.

T: Check it with your partner!

Pupils check their answers in pairs. The teacher monitors their work.

71



T: Good job! Work with a partner again. Write down sentences to each picture about what they
are doing. Write the sentences in the correct order. Daniel, can you repeat the instructions in
Czech?

T: Great! Let’s do the first sentence together! Who is in the picture? What is he doing?

Pupils answer — There is Sally. He is covering his eyes.

T writes the sentence on the board.

T: Well done! Don’t forget. We are describing pictures. We are describing actions happening now.
Pupils work in pairs and write down the sentences.

T monitors their work and corrects the mistakes individually.

T: Good job! If you are ready, take a green and a blue pencil and highlight the present continuous
tense as we did last time.

T highlights the sentence on the board: He i§ cover]ll] his eyes.

T: Well done! Look at the verbs in exercise 4. When we add -ing to the verb, is there a change in
spelling? There are two clues on the right.

The first rule: If the last three letters of the verb are X O X, we usually double the last letter. What
is XOX? It’s a pattern consonant — vowel — consonant. Do you know any other verbs?

T writes the verbs on the board and highlights the changes.

Pupils answer — get, shop, put

The second rule: When the verbs end in -e, we cross it out and add -ing. Do you know any other
verbs?

Pupils answer — make, have

Aim: To practise the form of the present continuous tense in affirmative sentences and consolidate
the spelling changes

Stage 4 8 min

T: Okay, now we are going to mime the activities. I’ll choose one person and give him/her a card
with an activity. The person in front of the board will show an activity without words, using only
gestures. The rest of the class will guess the activity.

Aim: To close the lesson
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Reflection 3

This lesson was very positive. The pupils were active from the beginning and enjoyed
talking about characters they knew from the film. They responded to my questions, and faster
learners enthusiastically described the original film’s plot to the others who did not remember
it. After watching the short video, faster learners wanted to retell the story again.

The first problem appeared when the pupils were supposed to order the pictures. Some
of the pictures were smaller and thus misleading. Moreover, the action sit in the car can be
matched to more than one picture. As a result, the first two exercises took more time than
expected. We watched the video two more times to ensure that the order was correct.
On the positive side, the pupils were not afraid to discuss the exercise even though I told them
my solution.

In the following exercise, the learners were asked to form sentences in the present
continuous. While they were writing the sentences, | was helping the dyslexic pupils.
The teaching assistant monitored the rest of the class. Surprisingly, they did not need my help
and formed the sentences accurately. As | monitored the class, the collaboration with peers
seemed to be effective enough. The pupils discussed the sentences together and were able
to advise each other.

After that, the pupils were told to highlight both parts of the present continuous in their
own sentences. However, the dark blue colour caused that the ending -ing was almost illegible
since they wrote the sentences with blue pens. For this reason, the pupils decided to use a yellow
and orange colour.

The last exercises focus on the spelling changes after adding -ing. The pupils quickly
concluded that when the verbs end with -e, the -e would be omitted. As expected, they did not
recognize the words consonant and vowels. These words had to be translated into Czech

and described in more detail to ensure that all the pupils understood both categories.
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After the explanation, the learners liked the marking XOX. Instead of miming activities,
| wrote some verbs on the board at the end of the lesson, and their task was to determine

if the verb contained the XOX pattern.
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Date: 23" November

Aims: To practise positive sentences and present the formation of the present continuous negative
sentences with the help of a controlled spoken practice.

Objectives: The pupils can create and apply the present continuous negative sentences in spoken
controlled practice

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to practise of affirmative sentences and the introduction of the
negative form in present continuous

Materials: PC (Youtube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rgu5PVmSz8), pictures, board

game
Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Present continuous positive sentences. Basic vocabulary connected with the

topic.
Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 5 min

T: Good morning! (T asks questions to start the lesson.)

How are you today? What are you doing at the moment? What is the man doing? What is she
doing? What are they doing? Don’t forget. We are describing pictures. We are describing actions
happening now.

The teacher shows the pictures from the ppt presentation, and the pupils answer.

Aim: To warm up the pupils and prepare them for the English lesson
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Stage 2 10 min

T: Good! Today we’re going to play a board game. Please, make groups of 3.

Now you will take a piece and a dice. The dice tell you how many squares you go ahead. Then
you’ll say what are they doing in the picture. The other teammates will check the sentence. If the
sentence is correct, you can go ahead. If not, you stay at the original square.®®

The winner gets 1! The first winner also ends the activity.

Jakub, could you please repeat the instructions in Czech?

Pupils play the game and form the sentences. The teacher monitors the groups and corrects the mistakes.

Y 8L MOVE THREE GL e
start| & | | B | 3 || &

listen tomusic | rideabike | FORWARD read ski drive a car write

%

[&

cry

) [5) o
25 ] : ‘-§‘ MOVE TWO A
“ %?i g f& SPACES @ﬁ TN
= - N C EXTRA TURN
swim kick the ball cook run BACK cut paper
——
HAVE A 1 3
; ¥
ANOTHER 1 X

i S
TURR! catch the ball climb the tree

B FINISH TR

skate

fly

i

stand sit

% MOVE THREE ‘gﬂ) - ?\ TAKE TWO
% SPACES ) ¢ i & o4 SPACES

sing FORWARD | 416, bubbies eat draw a picture walk BACK sleep

Figure 8: Board game for practising negative sentences (Adapted from S., Dolakova, Playing
with English 2019)

Aim: To revise the formation of positive sentences in the present continuous orally

Stage 3 10 min

T: Congratulations to the winner! Don’t worry; there will be another chance to win! Now, look at
the activities in the game. | want you to divide the words into groups according to the spelling
changes on the board. | write the first words in each group.

Pupils come to the board voluntarily and sort the verbs according to the spelling changes.

Aim: To revise the spelling changes after adding -ing

38 The teacher shows the pupils what they should do.
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Stage 4 10 min

T: Great. Now we’re going to watch a video. Your task is to repeat the sentences after the speaker.
Pupils watch the short video.

T: OK. Let’s try it one by one. Anna!

Pupils repeat the sentences after the speaker and watch the video.

He is eating.
He is not reading.

Image 9: YouTube video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rqu5PVmSz8)

Aim: To present the present continuous negative sentences

Stage 3 10 min

T: Well done! So, who can tell me how we form negative sentences?

Pupils answer — With NOT. The teacher takes a red cross made of paper and puts the cross on the
negative word “NOT” on the board.

T: Let’s tell me, what is the person not doing?

The teacher shows the pictures from the beginning of the lesson, puts the cross on the pictures and shows
them to the pupils. Pupils answer — She is not swimming. He is not cooking.

T: Good job, everybody! Did anybody learn anything new? What else did we talk about?

Pupils summarize the lesson together with the teacher.

Aim: To close and summarise the lesson
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Reflection 4

To warm up the pupils, they described actions in the pictures. They remembered
the previous lesson’s actions but often forgot the verb ‘to be’ in the present continuous
structures. | raised my hand as a signal for the missing verb because in the previous lesson,
I used a picture of two hands to represent two parts needed to make a sentence in the present
continuous. In most cases, the pupils could correct themselves and add the verb in the correct
form.

After that, the pupils played the board game. | monitored the pupils to see if they made
correct sentences. Since there were six groups, | asked the teaching assistant for help. Before
the lesson, we went through the sentences from the boardgame together so that she could
monitor the pupils with me. When there was a mistake in making sentences, | used my hands
again to signal the incorrect part. The pupils seemed to enjoy the activity because they were
laughing while playing the game, and it was exciting to wait for the first winner, who ended
the whole activity.

When the pupils were asked to divide the activities, they quickly understood how
the groups of verbs are made. I did not have to explain them the spelling rules again because
the pupils explained them to each other. However, this activity took longer than expected.
The pupils discussed the verbs together, and | did not want to interrupt the process of peer
cooperation.

After that, we watched the YouTube video where the present continuous negative was
presented. The pupils enjoyed repeating the sentences in chorus. The pupils with dyslexia also
tried to repeat the sentences and smiled when the whole class repeated a sentence successfully.
After this drilling activity, the pupils determined easily that the negative forms require
the adverb “not”. I used the red paper cross to drill the negative sentences again but with

the pictures from the beginning of the lesson. They formed negative sentences correctly
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and also appreciated the red paper cross. Some pupils wanted to hold the cross, so | let one of
them do it. Unfortunately, we did not have too much time left; hence this activity was shorter

than | intended.
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Date: 25" November

Aims: To consolidate the formation of negative sentences in the present continuous tense in oral form
and to revise the usage of this tense in written form.

Objectives: The pupils will be able to describe actions that are not happening at the given moment
of speaking.

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to practise negative sentences and boost the memorization
of the grammar structures and the usage of the present continuous tense.

Materials: Board game, stripes of paper, Project 1 workbook

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Affirmative sentences in the present continuous tense. Basic vocabulary

connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 5 min

T: Good morning, everybody! Let’s guess: What activity am I drawing? If you know the answer,
raise your hand!

The teacher draws activities (playing football, singing, reading, etc.) on the board and the pupils guess
the correct words.

Aim: To warm up the pupils and revise the vocabulary from the previous lessons

Stage 2 15 min

T: Because we’ve started this lesson with drawing, I’ll also illustrate today’s plan for you.

The teacher represents the individual stages of the lesson by drawing a road map with signs:

Sign 1: Board game

Sign 2: Creating cards

Sign 3: Workbook exercise

T: As I have promised, there will be another chance to win the board game and get 1! I’ll give you
the game again, but there will be one slight change. Can you guess what it is? This time, you’ll
form negative sentences! Give me an example of a negative sentence.
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The teacher writes some example sentences on the board.

Great! If you remember, I had this red paper cross for ‘not’. You’ll have your own smaller paper
crosses. You put the cross on the picture and form the negative sentence. The first winner ends
the activity again.

Can anybody explain the rule in Czech?
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E FINISH P
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% MOVE THREE ; 'j'j - ?’ TAKE TWO
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sing FORWARD | 0 bubbles eat draw a picture walk BACK sleep

Figure 9: Board game for practising negative sentences (Adapted from S., Dolakova,

Playing with English 2019)

Aim: To practise the formation of negative sentences in the present continuous tense in an oral form
Stage 3 15 min

T: Good job! As your homework, choose five activities from the game. Write five sentences about
what the people are not doing. Then write what they are doing according to you.

The teacher writes an example on the board.

Now we’ll create cards that help you during some activities and tests. I’ll give you a stripe of
paper. The stripe has five parts. Before we start with the cards, tell me: What are you doing right
now, Luky?

The teacher writes the sentence on the board: | am learning

T: Super! So, we are talking about something happening NOW. Take a pen and write the word
NOW on the first part of the strip. That means when we use these sentences.

Do you have any ideas about what we can write in the second part? — ING!
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Great! Now let’s tell me: Who are we talking about in this sentence? — About Lukds. OK, so |
highlight I with the red colour.

And what is Lukas doing? — He is learning. | highlight only the activity: learning with the blue
colour and am with the green colour.

Take a red pencil and draw a short line. | want to draw the sentence ONLY with the colours. So,
| start with the red colour — why?

Now draw another short line next to the red line. What colour should I use next to the red line?
Why?

Which colour is the last one? What does it represent?

There has to be one more thing after the blue line. Any ideas? — I¢’s -ing.

When we want to say that something is NOT happening at the moment, how can | write it in our
stripe? red (1) —green (am) — NOT — blueING (learning). Let’s write it in the 4™ part!

We also know how to say that something is NOT happening now. What do we write in the fourth
part? — NOT for negative sentences.

Great job, everybody! You can use this stripe during our activities and also the tests! Leave the last
part empty for now. Do you know why? — It ’s for questions.

The teacher demonstrates the strip of paper on the board and writes all words and lines on the board. All
steps are discussed with the pupils.

Aim: To support the memorisation of the grammar rule with visual aids

Stage 4 5 min

T: OK, open your workbooks on page 54. Look at the sentences in exercise 1. Read the first sentence

and tell me: What is the red part in this sentence? What is green, and blue?
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‘] CI Match the sentences to the pictures.

1 [ Lucy and Anna are having dinner.

2 | Dan is phoning a friend.

3 | Jake and Erin are watching a DVD.

8 | Mum is reading a book.

]

Figure 10: Project 1 2013, 54

Aim: To support the memorisation and retrieval of the grammar structure.
Stage 5: 5 min
T: Good job! So, let’s have a look at our map! What did we manage to do today?

Aim: To summarise the lesson

Reflection 5

The unexpected start of the lesson surprised the pupils, and they competed actively to
guess the activities. At the beginning, they answered only by saying the activities, such
as “reading”. After drawing two pictures, I wanted them to form whole sentences; for example,
She is singing.

| used the map to present the lesson plan for the first time. The drawing took more time
than expected, even though I had prepared the picture before the lesson.

Another problem arose when the pupils played the board game because they often forgot
to move the paper crosses. | monitored the game and reminded them to cover the picture
with the cross.

Creating the tense cards was not easy to explain. I tried to use only English, but it did
not seem entirely successful. | explained the meaning of the particular colour in Czech,

and the pupils were then able to identify the subject and other sentence elements. The main aim
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of creating tense cards was to avoid using terminology such as subject, predicate and auxiliary
verb. The pupils soon understood what the colours represent in the sentence since they correctly
determined the sentence elements in the sentences in the workbook. They also seemed excited
that they could use the strip of paper during tests.

| also explained the tense cards to the teaching assistant so that she could help me to
monitor the children to see if they were doing the strips correctly. It was helpful since one
dyslexic pupil created the strip only with grey pencils, so it was needed to explain the meaning
of the colours one more time.
At the end of the lesson, | asked the pupils to think about our map. They seemed satisfied that
we managed to get through all the signs on our road. It was also an exciting way how to

summarize the whole lesson.
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Date: 29" November

Aims: To consolidate the formation of positive and negative sentences in the present continuous tense
in written form by filling the gaps in sentences and completing online exercises.

Objectives: Pupils can apply the present continuous positive and negative sentences to describe
a picture.

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to test and practise the formation of positive and negative
sentences in the present continuous tense.

Materials: PC lab

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Formation of positive and negative sentences in the present continuous tense.

Basic vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 10 min

T: Good morning, everybody! You can turn on the computers. Before we start with the test |
would like to talk about your weekend. Anna, come to the board, please. Take a chalk and write
some words that are connected with your weekend.

The pupil writes only keywords — PC, birthday, yoga, etc.

T: OK! So, let’s think about Anna’s weekend. What do you think? What did she do?

The pupils guess why she wrote the particular words on the board. They answer in the present simple

tense since most of the pupils do not know the past simple tense.
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T: Good idea! Is it correct, Anna? Did you play computer games? Do you play PC games every
weekend? IS she playING PC games RIGHT NOW? — No, she isn’t. She is standing at the moment.
The teacher asks the questions to emphasize the difference in the present tenses.

Aim: To warm up the pupils and prepare them for the English lesson.

Stage 2 15 min

T: Super! You can open your e-mail now. I’ll send you a link to the test. There is a picture. Your
task is to describe what the people are doing. There is always a name, and you should fill in the
gaps with the correct activities.

Do you have any questions? When you finish the test, click on SEND, and I’ll then tell you what
to do. You have 15 minutes. You can use the strips of paper from the previous lesson.

Pupils work individually on their computers.

John tomusic.

Adela the guitar. *

Figure 11: An extract from the present continuous online test

T: OK, everybody has finished. How was the test? Do you have any questions?

Aim: To test the formation of positive and negative sentences in the present continuous form in writing
Stage 3 15 min

T: Let’s move to Oxford online practice. Choose Unit 6 and practice grammar and vocabulary.

Pupils go through the exercises individually, and the teacher monitors their work.
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Maggie is buying We're watching DVDs
some clothes at the in the living room
shopping centre

Figure 12: Oxford online practice — an example exercise

Aim: To practise listening skills through exercises focused on the present continuous tense
Stage 4 5 min
T: Good job, everybody! Which exercises were easy for you? Which exercises were difficult?

Aim: To summarise the lesson

Reflection 6

The start of the lesson was entertaining. | chose confident pupils to write the keywords
on the board because | assumed that these pupils would come up with more than two words.
The rest of the class enjoyed guessing the activities and sometimes tried to think up alternative
comical stories and situations.

All the pupils passed the test successfully and considered the test to be straightforward.
They did not forget the verb “to be” in the sentences since two missing words were indicated.
However, the dyslexic pupils sometimes forgot to add the ending -ing to the verb despite
the possibility of using the tense cards. They told me they did not follow the cards every time
they typed the answers.

The rest of the lesson ran smoothly. The pupils did not need my help during the test

and exercises. The advantage of Project online practice is that the learners can choose which
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exercises to do and do not have to proceed according to a given order. They can start
with vocabulary, grammar or skills, and they also have three attempts for each exercise.
The user interface also offers ‘quick tips’ that are useful when the learners are unsure how to
apply a grammar rule. The working pace was differentiated; everyone worked as he or she
needed. | did not require them to do all the exercises during the lesson; they could finish them

at home. Therefore, the atmosphere was relaxed, and no one seemed to be under pressure.
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Date: 30" November (two lessons in a row)

Aims: To practise the present continuous positive sentences in oral and written form.

To present the formation of present continuous questions.

Objectives: The pupils can apply the present continuous positive sentences to describe activities
happening at the given moment of speaking and form the present continuous questions

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to practise the formation of positive sentences and questions
in the present continuous tense

Materials: Student’s book Project 1, cards with words from the story, blackboard, chalks

Time: 90 min

Assumed knowledge: Formation of positive sentences in the present continuous tense. Basic

vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 3 min

T: Good morning, everybody! Let’s start with a road map again. First, we’ll play a game called
Criminals and agents; then, we’ll listen to a story about Billy and his friends, draw triangles, and
finish our cards with questions.

The teacher draws a road with the following signs: Criminals and agents — Billy and his friends —
triangles — cards.

Aim: To provide an overview of the lesson

Stage 2 25 min

T: So, let’s play Criminals and agents. Make pairs. One of you is an agent, and the agent monitors
the partner. For example, Lukas is the agent, and I am his partner. I’ll do different activities,
for example, |1 am going to the window. I am looking out of the window. I am sitting now. | am
checking my phone. At the same time, Lukas is writing down everything I am doing.

The teacher asks concept questions to check the understanding (Vojta, are you an agent or

the criminal? What should you do?) and chooses the criminals.
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T: Good job! It’s time for giving me your report on the criminal! One agent will come to me
and read his notes. All criminals will then reconstruct the situations at the back of the class.
Honza is the agent, right? Please, come here. Who is your criminal? — Simon. So, Simon can stay,
and the other criminals stand up and go to the back. Simon, write down the sentences that you
hear from your agent. Honza, read your notes, please.

The agents read their notes one by one. The criminals do the activities while the agents are reading their
notes.

Aim: To revise the present continuous positive sentences in written and spoken form

Stage 3 20 min

T: Well done! Now, open your student’s books on page 66. There is a story. Look at the picture.
Do you remember the names of the people? - It’s Carla, Andy, Billy and Mrs Fletcher.

Good! Look at the questions in exercise 1b. Let’s read them together.

Why is Billy at home? Why are Carla and Andy in the car? Why are Carla and Andy buying pens
and balloons?

I’ll play the recording. You’ll listen and read.

I’ll play it again. Try to write down the answers or the numbers of pictures with the answers.
Now, look at the gapped sentences in exercise 2. What should you do with the sentences, Marek?
Work individually to complete the gaps. Write the answers into your exercise books.

Ready? Compare your answers in pairs.

Let’s check it together!

palioons?

No, we aren’t. We're
going into town. Are
you watching TV?

I, = > R A “
Sl | ) 4
F2 AN \ o \
It's ten o’clock on Saturday Their friend, Billy, isn't going
morning. Carla is getting into town. He’s at home, q
in the car with her brother because he's ill. He's lying in Are you going to,
Andy. bed. : the sports centre?,
They're going into town.
R\
e,

S What are you doing?
CAENREER
=

Figure 13: An abstract from the story about Billy and his friends — introduction of present

continuous questions (Project 1 2013, 66)
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Aim: To present the formation of present continuous questions
Stage 4 10 min

T: Now I’ll give you some cards with words. I want you to make a sentence.

The teacher gives the cards with words to the pupils. They make sentences according to the punctuation
marks at the end of the sentences. First, they form positive sentences. The sentences correspond
with those in the story.

T: How about now?

The teacher replaces the card with a full stop by the card with the question mark. When the pupils do
not form the sentence correctly, the teacher swaps the first two pupils to show how the present
continuous questions are formed.

T: So, how do we form the questions?

Aim: To practise the formation of the present continuous questions

Stage 5 25 min

T: Give me an example of a question. - Are you watching TV?

Whom is the question talking about? — About Billy. Exactly, but there is not BILLY in this sentence,
but ...? — You. Yes! What colour should | use? — Red. What other colours should | use? — Green
and blue.

The teacher highlights the particular parts in the same way as it was done in the previous lessons: Are
you watching TV?

T: Let’s make a triangle!

How many angles does a triangle have? — Three. Yes! And when we want to form a question, we
need to have a word at every angle of the triangle!

The teacher points at the angles so that the pupils understand the word’s meaning.

you

Are watching TV?
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Figure 14: Triangle for present continuous questions

How does Andy answer the question? - Yes, we are. Let’s highlight the answer, too. There is the red
and then the green part in the answer.

Try to make a triangle for this question: Are you lying in bed? Anna, could you please draw it
on the board? Good! How does Billy answer? - No, | 'm not. Could you please highlight the answer?
There is the red and green part again and the word NOT because he is NOT doing it now.

Well done! Let’s try one more triangle together!

Great! You’ll practice the triangles as your homework. Look at exercise 4. Your task is to complete
the questions. Which parts of the triangle should we complete? Is it green, red or blue? — Green
and blue. Yes! Draw the triangles into your exercise books. We’ll check it on Monday.

Aim: To support the memorisation of the present continuous questions’ structure

Stage 6 10 min

T: Now, take the cards from the previous lesson. We’ll complete the last part. What does the last
part look like? Do you have any ideas?

Figure 15: Present continuous tense card

T: Good job, everybody! Let’s go back to our road map. What did we manage to do today?

Aim: To close and summarise the lesson
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Reflection 7 and 8

My colleague was absent, so I taught two lessons in a row. The lesson’s overview was
presented as a road map again. | noticed that some pupils started to copy the map from
the board, so | told the whole class to do it. They marked the complete tasks in their exercise

books at the end of the lesson.

The pupils enjoyed the game Criminals and agents. | determined the roles so that
the pupils with dyslexia did not have to write the activities. It would be difficult for them to
take notes of the activities because the criminals changed them very quickly. The criminals did
uncomplicated things such as walking, sleeping, drinking, jumping, etc. They also tried to make
it entertaining, so some pupils hid in the cabinet or did a handstand. | ended the activity when
the pupils did not know what to do anymore. After that, all the criminals were grouped at
the back of the class to reconstruct the activities again. | pretended to be the leading investigator,
and their task was to report what they just saw. The agent read one sentence by one,
and the criminals listened to him and did the activity. When some did not understand an activity,
he took a look at the rest of his classmates. The pupils sometimes did the activities noisily,

so they did not hear the next. The agent had to repeat it more loudly and clearly.

Afterwards, the pupils worked with the story in the book. We looked at the pictures
together and named the character the pupils recognized from earlier episodes. After reading
the questions about the story, I played the recording so the pupils could interconnect the visual

perception with the sound. When we finished the story, the pupils had ten minutes break.

| started the second lesson with cards. Each card contained one word, and the pupils
were asked to form sentences with these cards. | always chose different students to come

in front of the board to make sentences. The sentences were identical to those in the story about
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Billy. At first, they should make positive and negative sentences. Then I changed the card with
the punctuation mark so that the first two pupils had two switch their positions to make
a question. When they were supposed to make the first questions, the pupils did not know how
to change the word order. Consequently, the other pupils advised them what to do. | asked
the pupils with dyslexia to come in front of the board when the third question should be formed

so they knew the procedure.

The drawing of the triangles seemed to be helpful for all pupils. I used this technique to
avoid the terminology, such as subject, predicate, etc. | explained the meaning of the used
colours in Czech to ensure that the pupils understood. They knew that the red colour always
represents someone or something that the sentence talks about. The blue colour represents
the activity done by the red-highlighted person or thing. The rest of the sentence was written
in white next to the verb. The green colour represents the verb “to be”, which was necessary
for the present continuous tense. The pupils told me that the triangle helps them remember
the green part in the sentence (the verb “to be”). Even the pupil with dyslexia raised his hand

when | wanted somebody to draw another triangle on the board, and he did it correctly.
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Date: 2nd December

Aims: To consolidate the formation of positive and negative sentences and questions in the present
continuous tense in written form by completing online exercises.

Objectives: Pupils can apply the present continuous positive and negative sentences to describe a picture
and questions.

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to practise the formation of positive and negative sentences
and questions in the present continuous tense.

Materials: PC lab

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Formation of positive and negative sentences and questions in the present

continuous tense. Basic vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 3 min

T: Hello, everybody! Today, we’ll work on the computers in groups. Make 4 groups.

There are 4 stations, and you can use 5 computers in each station. You have 10 minutes to finish
each station. Then you’ll move to another station. You can move only when everybody in the group
completes all exercises. You can help each other while working on the exercises.

The instructions are written in each station.

Aim: To give instructions to the activities.

Stage 2 40 min

Station 1: Liveworksheets

| Sam is drinking water.

’Clara is fastening her helmet.

| Brad is riding his bike.

Figure 16: Liveworksheets.com exercise — matching sentences to the pictures
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1. They/ listen/ to music.

They are listening to music. E

o . 2John/eat/an apple.

[ ) [

3.She/ sleep.

4.They/ have/ breakfast.

5.Ann/ wait/ for the bus.

( ] ]

6.George/ ride a bike.
[ ] ]

7.1t/ rain.
[ J

Figure 17: Liveworksheets.com exercise — present continuous positive sentences

Station 2: Wordwall and Bamboozle

0:15 s 0

now not am I sleeping.

E 10f6 [> el

Figure 18: Wordwall exercise — present continuous negative sentences

What is he doing? What is he doing?

He isn't swimming.

Figure 19: Bamboozle exercise — present continuous negative sentences
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Station 3: Wordwall

Is Adam doing homework?

.
isn't.

—

. | she is.

[ —

&

10f9 > el

Present Continuous - Yes/No questions & S

Figure 20: Wordwall activity: Yes/No questions

0:11

What time,

How, Who

B8 e 3
Figure 21: Wordwall activity: Wh-questions
Station 4: Kahoot

1-Quiz

select the correct sentence

2-Quiz

What are they doing ?
Present Continuous !

A

3 uiz
=

Complete tha sentence: My friends

For_on/,

__Cny, L4,
oy e
gmﬂ ) Gvd thai

g
38|

4-Quiz

o £ Altanaospina
Updated 6 years ago Order the : French/ nowfis/: g

Figure 22: An abstract of the Kahoot exercise

Aim: To practise all types of sentences in the present continuous tense
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Stage 3 2 min
T: Which station was the most difficult? Why?

Aim: To close the lesson
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Reflection 9

This lesson aimed to practise all types of sentences in the present continuous tense
in a more entertaining way and show the pupils attractive online websites where they can
practise English. The stations were prepared before the lesson. Each station involved five
computers with online exercises focused on different sentence types. The pupils worked in
smaller groups on PC, and every pupil worked on an individual computer. The groups rotated
every ten minutes. The instructions to each station were written in English on paper.

The first station focused on the formation of present continuous positive sentences.
The pupils first matched sentences to the pictures, and then they formed and wrote new
sentences. Negative sentences were practised in the second station. Initially, they ordered
unjumble sentences. After that, they made two teams in each group and checked each other
if they made the sentences correctly. For each correct sentence, the team gained a point.

The third station involved Wordwall activities for practising questions. In the first part,
they chose the correct answers. In the second part, they were supposed to make questions
that are used to ask for information and cannot be answered with yes or no. They worked
in pairs and wrote down the questions. When | checked the questions, they could move
to the next station.

Kahoot learning platform was set in the fourth station. The pupils played a game against
the whole class. The game contained all types of sentences, and the pupils gained points
for every task. The game counted the final score, which was compared with every player
in the class.

I monitored the pupils in the second and third stations since the most challenging
exercises were there. The teaching assistant helped the pupils in the first and fourth stations

when they needed to get the activities to work. Some groups finished before the time limit,
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so they wrote sentences from the exercises into their exercise books and highlighted
the sentence elements in green, red and blue as we did in the previous lessons.

The pupils with dyslexia cooperated with their classmates and asked when they were
unsure of the correct answer. Thanks to the teaching assistant, it was easier to monitor
the pupils, but they did not need any help. They particularly enjoyed spinning the wheel

in the Wordwall activity and competing in Kahoot.
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Date: 6th December

Aims: To consolidate the formation of positive and negative sentences and questions in the present
continuous tense in written and oral form by describing pictures and forming different types
of sentences.

Objectives: Pupils can apply the rules for making present continuous positive and negative sentences
and questions.

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to practise the formation of positive and negative sentences
and questions in the present continuous tense in written and oral form.

Materials: Worksheet with pictures, spinners

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Present continuous sentences. Basic vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 3 min

T: Good morning, everybody! Let’s start with a road map again. First, we’ll check your
homework; then, we’ll practise for a test and complete a worksheet, and you’ll make your own
spinners. What is a spinner? Any ideas? We can call it “vrtitko”. Draw the map into your exercise
books.

The teacher draws a road with the following signs: Homework — worksheet — spinners.

Aim: To provide an overview of the lesson

Stage 2: 5 min

T: Let’s start with your homework. What should you do? Yes, you should draw the triangles,
write the questions and short answers. Who wants to do the first one on the board?

The pupils come to the board and draw the triangles which represents the present continuous gquestions.

Aim: To check the formation of questions
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Stage 3 20 min

T: Now, I’ll give you a worksheet. Look at the pictures. Is there anything new for you?

OK! Let’s write sentences about the people in the pictures. When you finish, check the answers
with your partner.

The teacher monitors the pupils individually.

T: Ready? Let’s do the part B and C. Work with your partner again and ask him questions.

Aim: To practise the formation of present continuous sentences in oral and written form

TEACHTH PRESENT CONTINUBUS
[R“- 'S“ “B What are they doing?

A, Look at the pictures. Write present continuous sentences, describing what the people in the
pictures are doing.

l n GO ﬁ! li'-“!\ Sqw

pla\-I tennis rlde a hlo,rcle run in the par'k swim in the sea walk the dog dance to music

-ﬂ i‘“‘ﬂ ij w_. ﬂ'@'

drive a car  paint a picture go shopping read a book  study English watch TV

B. Work with a partner, take it in turns to point to a picture above and ask your partner what
the person in the picture is doing.

Examples: Q: What is she doing?  A: She is playing tennis.
Q: What are they doing? A: They are walking the dog.

C. Now, take it in turns to ask and answer questions about what other people in the class are
doing.

Example: Q: What is Tomn doing?  A: He Is talking to Mary.

Teach-This.com € 2017 Permission granted to

Figure 23: Teachthis: Present continuous revision®

%9 This worksheet was bought for classroom use.
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Stage 4 15 min
T: Great! Now, you’ll create your spinners in pairs. I give you this empty spinner and a toothpick.
Take a pencil and draw the symbols for questions, negative and positive sentences.

The teacher draws the symbols on the board.

Figure 24: Spinners (Adapted from S. Dolédkova, 2019)

Now, draw the colourful lines to each part. For positive sentences, it’s red, green and blue + -ing.
For negative sentences, it’s red, green, NOT and blue + -ing. For questions, it’s green, red and blue
+-ing.

The teacher elicits the order of the colour for each type of a sentence.

Now, please, look at me. Take the toothpick and pull it through the hole in the middle
of the spinner.

The teacher slowly shows how to finish the spinner.

Ready? Great! You can now spin the toothpick around and wait which symbol the spinner will
settle on. It tells you what type of a sentence you should make.

Aim: To practise orally different types of present continuous sentences.

Stage 5 2 min

T: Good job, everybody! Let’s go back to our road map. What did we manage to do today?

Aim: To close and summarise the lesson
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Reflection 10

The beginning of the lesson caught the pupils’ interest when the spinners were
mentioned. They were curious about something they could create, and the Czech translation
“vrtitko” amused the whole class. Thanks to that, the pupils actively participated in the activities

to have enough time for the spinners.

The activities in the worksheet were easy to understand, but | noticed that mainly
the dyslexic pupils forgot to add either to be in the correct form or the ending -ing to the verb.
| told them to look at their tense cards and reminded them of the colours’ meaning. They drew
the order of the colourful lines in the worksheet and pointed at the lines when they formed
the positive sentences. During the speaking part of the worksheet, | drew the visual support on
the board and pointed at the lines every time somebody made a mistake. Interestingly, | did
not have to say a word since the pupils always remembered what part of the sentence was

missing and could correct themselves.

The pupils liked the production and the spinning of the sentence spinners. However, it
distracted them from thinking about the sentence structure even though it was the main aim of
this activity. They formed the sentences quickly and noisily since they enjoyed playing with the
spinners, so | barely understood them. For that reason, | decided to change the rules. One pupil
formed a sentence, and the other should correct his partner. When the sentence contained
a mistake, they had to switch the spinner. It helped calm the pupils so that they concentrated

more on the correct form of the sentences.
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Date: 7th December

Aims: To check the understanding of forming the present continuous positive and negative sentences
and questions in written form by completing written exercises.

Objectives: The pupils can apply the knowledge of forming the present continuous positive and negative
sentences and questions.

Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to check the formation of positive sentences and questions in
the present continuous tense.

Materials: Printed tests, domino

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Formation of positive and negative sentences and questions in the present

continuous tense. Basic vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:

Stage 1 5 min

T: Good morning, everybody! Today, we’ll take a test. You can use your cards during the test.
Let’s have a look at the instructions together.

Aim: To ensure that the pupils understand the instructions in the test.

Stage 2 40 min

T: If you’ll have questions, raise your hand. You have the whole lesson for the test. You can start.
Aim: To test the knowledge of the present continuous structure.

Stage 3

T: If you finish, put the test on my desk and I give you a set of domino.
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Al .
D

1 Podivej se na obrazky a popi$, co Mark a Dominic pravé délaji. __ING

watch TV play football sitin a bus

2 Vytvor otazky a odpovéz podle obrazku. '

1. he/swim/now/? _fi

° o

\/ Yes

2. they/sleep / at the moment/?
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3 Podivej se na obrazek a oprav véty.
____NOT__ING

1. Two boys are walking to the bus stop.

2. Atall woman is listening to the radio in the park.

3. A man is eating lunch at the café.

4. A young man and woman are sitting outside the café.

4 Odpovéz na otazku.

What are you doing at the moment?
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Reflection 11

The test was adapted for pupils with dyslexia. Both tests aimed to check
the understanding of forming the present continuous positive and negative sentences
and questions. One difference is that the instructions were given in Czech for dyslexic pupils.

Another difference is that the adapted set of tests includes the box with verbs,
so the pupils should match the activity to the correct picture and transform the verb to the
correct form. Similarly, these tests involved the visual support from the cards next to each
exercise. The rest of the class had to work with their tense cards where they should find clues
for the particular sentence types. The people necessary for the given sentences in the picture
in exercise three were also highlighted, whereas other pupils should find the correct people.

The layout of the test was specifically designed. The focus was on inter-word spacing
and twelve-point font size that should increase readability. Instead of italics or underlining,
bold was used to emphasise the instructions. Readability was further supported by using
the Arial serif font that is claimed to be appropriate for pupils with dyslexia.

The test results can be found in the appendix (Appendix A-D). Two pupils with dyslexia
took this test, and the results were satisfying. The tests were accidentally printed in black
and white, so | helped the pupils to highlight the visual clues. One of them finished the tests
in twenty-five and the second pupil in thirty minutes. While the first pupil forgot to add the verb

to be in two sentences, the second pupil made only one mistake in the short answer.
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Date: 13" December

Aims: To practise the difference between the present simple and continuous tenses in oral form
by analysing dialogues in a story.

Objectives: The pupils can distinguish the present continuous from the present simple tense.
Purpose / Rationale: The lesson aims to revise the usage of the present tenses and to practise
it in a suitable context.

Materials: Student’s book Project 1, interactive board, stripes of paper

Time: 45 min

Assumed knowledge: Forms and usage of the present simple and continuous tenses. Basic

vocabulary connected with the topic.

Procedure: Timing:
Stage 1 3 min

T: Hello, everybody! Let’s start with a road map again. Anna, could you please draw it
on the board? We’ll start with a new story about Mut; then, we’ll create new cards
and play domino about Clark’s family.

A pupil draws a road with the following signs: A story about Mut — new cards — domino.

Aim: To provide an overview of the lesson

Stage 2 25 min

T: So, open your Student’s books on page 68. Who is in the story? What are they doing?
Pupils discuss the pictures together with the teacher.

T: Now, I’ll play the video, and your task is to find the answers to the questions in exercise
1. Let’s read the questions together. Write the number of the picture with the answer.
The pupils watch the video and answer the questions.

T: Good! How many characters are there in the story? — Four. Micky, Millie, Mut and dad.
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So, this row next to the window is Micky, the row in the middle is Millie, the row next to
the door is Mut, and I’m the dad. Now, I’ll play only the recording, stop it after each
bubble and each row reads its bubble together.

The pupils repeat their parts after the speaker in chorus.

T: Great job! Look at the story again. Let’s highlight the sentences that describe activities
happening now.

The pupils come to the board and highlight the sentence in the present continuous tense.

How do we make these sentences? Let’s highlight the red, green and red parts.

Are there any signal words? How do we know that it’s happening now? — There is now,

at the moment, today. Good! I highlight them in purple.

No, it isn’t. It's |

WddEent @ to the park sunny today.

S el
today. I'm haVirig a bath! Huh! H &&lhing 2 i 4]
> 1 v ' 2\
() -
s S N._?’W
7 - =
»
o & ; I =
ML, B
l ~
fe. - i g I play in the garden when it’s sunny,
butliij not n the gardengatsthe
“I l | mement. Millie’s brushing my fur.
Come on, Mut. |[* “ 'z E‘ ¢
, Mut. |5k fl /o welren & r
&m ), 2\ % shops. Where grefwegoing)

OoulgnoMs

r\’
\\ =

/)
/i

7 e .
‘Are @glgoing to \ =
the shops? We »‘—'ﬁ
P go to the shops Yes, we are.
every Saturday -‘) - 7]

afternoon.

Figure 24: An abstract from the story about Mut (Project 1 2013, 68)

Aim: To revise the formation and usage of the present continuous sentences

Stage 3 15 min

T: How about this sentence: We go to the shops every Saturday afternoon. Is there -ing?
Why not? What is the signal word here?

The teacher writes the sentence on the board and elicits the rules for using the present simple

tense.

110



Now, take your cards for -ing sentences. I’ll give you new stripes of paper. Look
at the story and the grammar table on page 69. In pairs, try to create cards for things that

happen regularly, such as every Saturday, every day, every summer, etc. Work in pairs.

The teacher monitors the pupils and gives them advice about the tense cards. The pupil

with the correctly made tense card draws it on the board so that everyone can see it.

Hosa Db
FREETI % ‘[’/2;\5___ %%%%ESMF Tat's

eI T > (o Ter

Figure 25: Present simple tense card

Aim: To revise and support the present simple structure and usage memorisation

Stage 4 2 min

T: Good job, everybody! Let’s go back to our road map. Is there anything we didn’t do?
— Domino. Exactly! Because you’ll complete the domino at home. Next lesson, we’ll check
it.

Aim: To close the lesson
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Reflection 12

The pupils seemed to get used to the road map as a lesson’s overview. The pupils wanted
to take turns creating the map on the board, and they handled to do it very quickly.

The pupils were engaged in reading the dialogues from the story in rows. They were
actively repeating the lines, and some of them also tried to accommodate the voice pitch
according to the speaker.

While creating new tense cards, the pupils needed help with creating questions
and negative sentences. | told them to go back to the particular page where the pupils learnt to
use the auxiliary verbs. However, they confused the auxiliary verb do with to be, so the task
was more challenging for them than | expected. At the end of the lesson, | collected the tense
card because | did not manage to check it during the lesson. One dyslexic pupil did not use
the colours, so the lines did not make much sense. Next time, | would have written example
sentences on the board to contrast the differences in form.

Some pupils saw the domino in the previous lesson after finishing the test. The domino
aims to practise the present simple positive sentences. The pupils should put the cards
in the correct order to form a family’s daily routine. In the next lesson, the pupils will create

a similar plan for their days.
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3 Conclusion

This thesis aims to analyse areas that cause difficulties to learners with dyslexia during
the EFL classes and the use of teaching strategies and methods that might be beneficial for them
when learning and practising grammar. For this reason, the following three research questions
were stated: (1) Do physical activities used while practising grammatical structures help
children with dyslexia? (2) Does visual support used while practising grammatical structures
help children with dyslexia? (3) How do the lesson plans for a class with and without children

with dyslexia differ?

The research was carried out in three phases. Initially, three EFL lessons taught by different
teachers at a lower secondary school were observed to identify common barriers that dyslexic
pupils encounter. The observation showed that the pupils with dyslexia get easily lost when
the teacher provided more complicated instructions quickly and insufficiently indicated
the exercises in books. Consequently, the pupils did not pay attention to the activities. Problems
also arose in speaking when they were asked to answer a question promptly or talk loudly
in front of the class.

Furthermore, the writing and reading abilities seemed to be highly affected. Some parts
of their notes were illegible, or they often misspelt words with similar-looking letters in written
and oral form. Even though the observations’ results correspond to the information gathered
in the literature review, they were helpful for the research. They revealed the main areas that
cause difficulties to pupils with dyslexia and showed that the observed teachers sometimes did
not treat the dyslexic pupils according to recommended advice when teaching English to pupils

with dyslexia.

Secondly, questionnaires for English teachers and dyslexic pupils were created. Twenty-

five lower-secondary-school-English teachers participated in the research and shared what they
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use in their EFL classes when working with dyslexic pupils. According to the questionnaires,
the teachers use mainly visual aids such as educational videos, pictures and flashcards
to support the pupils’ learning. Additionally, the teachers mentioned physical activities,
for example, throwing a ball and pointing at objects when practising grammar. The most
surprising finding was that only 13% of the respondents teach less than 5% of dyslexic pupils.
It is thus essential to be informed about specific learning difficulties to provide an accessible

learning environment for all pupils in a class.

Questionnaires for the pupils with dyslexia aimed to analyse how they perceive the teachers’
materials and activities used during the EFL. The responses show that the pupils mostly enjoy
practising grammar on PC, visual materials, such as pictures, cards, and physical movement
during the EFL lessons if the teacher uses these. Startingly, almost half of the respondents do
not use colourful pens when learning grammar, which is highly recommended for dyslexic
pupils. The pupils learn new grammar at home mainly by reading a sentence and then writing
it down. For that reason, the lesson plans aimed to provide more sources that could be used for
practising grammar at home. The responses differed almost in every question. Even though they

share one specific learning difference, one possible approach or method cannot be generalised.

Finally, the studied literature provided a significant source for creating the lesson plans.
Overviews of the lessons, tense cards, board games, colour-coding and other recommended
activities and strategies were very influential during the EFL classes. The pupils were engaged
in the activities, participated actively and successfully passed the tests. Therefore, it can be
concluded that physical activities and mainly visual support help dyslexic children while

practising grammatical structures.

Concerning the third research question, the lesson plans prepared for classes with dyslexic
pupils differ from those without dyslectic pupils to a great extent. | searched for diverse

activities that focus on visual material, and I further tried to adjust some activities so the learners
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could integrate more senses. While carrying out the research, I found exciting publications that
might be valuable for EFL teachers, namely Playing with English I, 11 and I11, with a wide range
of activities conducted by Mgr. Sylvie Dolakova (2017, 2019, 2021), who also specialises in
pupils with dyslexia. Dyslexie — zaostreno na anglictinu is another helpful book written by
a special education teacher and experts in EFL teaching. The authors help the readers
understand the difficulties connected with dyslexia and illustrate sample lesson plans
with valuable comments. Last but not least, the internet website Jazyky bez bariér provides

advice on creating different kinds of teaching aids.

To conclude, dyslexic pupils have individual needs, and it is impossible to generalise one
teaching strategy. Some pupils might benefit from visual aids and physical activities;
on the other hand, some learners might need more personalised instructions. Therefore,
the teacher’s self-education in learning differences is essential to identify the needs

of heterogenous students and provide them with proper support.
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6 Appendices

All the appendices are listed below.

e Appendix A: Questionnaire for teachers
e Appendix B: Questionnaire for pupils

e Appendix C: Corrected tests
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Appendix A

Dotaznik pro uditele

Cast 1
1. Jaky zpisob vyuzivate k predstaveni nového gramatického jevu?
a. induktivni (gramaticky jev je ukryty v textu/situacni video/poslechu a Zaci si pravidlo
vyvodi samostatn¢)
b. deduktivni (nejdiive vysvétlite pravidla, uvedete piiklady a poté procvicujete)

c. induktivni i deduktivni

2. V jakém jazyce vysvétlujete gramaticka pravidla?

a. jenvCJ
b. jenv Al
c. VCIiAJ

3. Které metody prace vyuZivate ve vyuce pri upevitovani gramatickych jevii?
a. individudlni prace
b. prace ve dvojicich

C. skupinova prace

4. Jaké metody pouZivate pri procvi¢ovani gramatiky? Je moZné vybrat vice odpovédi.
a. metodadrilu
b. vizudlni pomutcky (napf. karticky, obrazky, video apod.)

Jaké?

c. fyzické aktivity (napt. zvedani karticek, chlize po tfid€, pohyb mickem, apod.)

121



Jaké?

d. jiné - Jaké?
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5. Jak pristupujete k dyslektickym Zakiim béhem vyucovacich hodin? Je mozné vybrat
vice odpovédi.
a. maji vice ¢asu na splnéni tikolu
b. dostavaji kratsi tkoly
c. kopirovani materialti, zapiskt
d. nemusi si délat zapisky do seSitu

e. jinym zpusobem (Jakym?)

6. Jaké pouzivate formy zkouseni dyslektickych zakii? Je mozné vybrat vice odpovédi.
a. ustni zkouSeni
b. pisemné testy
c. dopliovani jevii do predtisténého textu
d. pieklady vét do anglictiny
e. preklady vét z anglictiny do Cestiny

f.  jiné Jaké?)

Cast 2
1. Jaka technicka zarizeni v hodinach pouzZivate? Je mozné vice odpovédi.
o CD ptehravac
o pocitac
o dataprojektor
o zpétny projektor
o TV,DVD, video
o internet
o Zadné technické pomuicky nevyuzivam

o jina zafizeni
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2. Pokud vyuzivate v hodinach PC, jaké programy pouzivate?

o PC nevyuzivam

3. Jaky typ slovniku p¥i hodinach vyuzivate? Pri jakych aktivitich?

a. elektronicky:

b. tistény:

c. slovnik v hodinach nevyuzivdm

4. Spolupracujete s rodi¢i dyslektickych zaka?
a. Ano, pisi zékim informace do portfolia/deniku.
b. Ano, s rodici si telefonuji/dopisuji pres e-mail.
c. Ano, spolupracuji s rodi¢i osobn¢ v ramci tiidnich schuizek.
d. Ano, domlouvam si s rodi¢i individualni schizky.

€. Ano, jinym zplsobem:

f. Nespolupracuji s rodici.

Cast 3

1. Jaka je délka Vasi pedagogické praxe?

a. do2let
b. do5 let
c. do10 let
d. do 20 let
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e. 20 letavice

2. Uved’te pocet déti v jednotlivych skupinach, které vyucujete AJ a do zavorky uved’te
pocet dyslektickych déti v dané skupiné.

Piiklad: Vyuuji 2 skupiny AJ (6.B a 7.C). -> 6.B 20 zakii (3 déti s dyslexif), 7.C 25 (1)

3. Které aktivity jsou na zakladé VaSich zkuSenosti nejvice efektivni pro dyslektické

Zaky?

4. Jak se lisi VaSe pripravy hodin pro skupiny s dyslektickymi détmi a pro skupiny bez

nich?
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Appendix B
Dotaznik pro Zaky

*Gramaticka pravidla = procvicovani napt. predlozek mista (in, on, ...), tvoieni
pritomnych ¢ast (I don't do my homework every Monday. / I am sitting now.), There

is / There are atd.

1. Procvicujes rad/a gramaticka pravidla* na pocitaci (napr. pies program

Kahoot)?
a. ano
b. ne

2. Jaky typ prace mas rad/a?
a. Rad pracuji ve dvojici.
b. Rad pracuji ve vétsi skuping.

c. Radéji pracuji sam.

3. Zvedas rad/a karti¢ky pri procvicovani gramatiky*?
a. ano

b. ne

c. Karticky v hodinach nezvedame.

4. Pomaha ti, kdyz se pri procvi¢ovani gramatiky* v hodinach pohybujes?
(napf¥. pohyb po tfidé pri procvicovani predloZek mista, pantomima aktivit
apod.)?

a. ano

126



b. ne

c. V hodinach se pfi procvicovani gramatiky nepohybujeme.

5. Mas rad/a prirazovani vét k obrazkim?
a. ano
b. ne
€. V hodinach nepfitfazujeme véty k obrazkam.
6. Pomahaji ti pFi u€eni gramatickych pravidel* barevné piehledové tabulky?
a. ano
b. ne

c. Nepouzivam barevné ptehledové tabulky.

7. Pomaha ti pfi uéeni pouzivani barevnych tuzek?
a. ano
b. ne

€. Nepouzivam k uceni barevné tuzky.

8. Ktery typ zkousSeni ti vice vyhovuje a napis pro¢.

a. ustni zkouS$eni:

b. pisemné zkouseni:

9. Pomahaji ti rodice s pripravou do Skoly?
a. ano

b. ne
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10. MaS pocit, Ze bys v hodinach anglického jazyka potieboval/a jinou pomoc?

a. ano —Jakou?

b. ne

11. Jak se doma u¢iS novou gramatiku*?

12. Co ti pomaha p¥i uceni v hodinach anglického jazyka?
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