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Abstract / Annotat ion 

KARVANOVÁ, Mar t ina , Bachelor thesis advisor Mgr. Jiří Flajšar, Ph.D. 

The Northern Ireland - From the campaign for the support od civil rights to 

an armed conflict. [Bachelor thesis]. Olomouc: Pedagogical Facul ty at 

Palacký Universi ty Olomouc, 2023. 

The bachelor thesis deals w i th the violent conflict of the 20th century 

known as the Troubles. Th is conflict had and st i l l has an impact on the 

lifes of people l iv ing in the U K and Ireland. The ma in goal is to show 

why and how this conflict started. The first chapter is about the history 

of Ireland. The next chapter is about the end of the 19th century and 

the emigration of many Ir ish people to U S A and about the events t i l l the 

end of the Fifties. The following chapter describes the formation of the 

civ i l right movements and the problems between Cathol ics and 

Protestants. Then we wi l l move to the violence between these two 

communit ies and the searching of the pol i t ical so lut ion. The last 

chapter focuses on the peaceful proces and the beginning of the 

col laboration of Cathol ics and Protestants. 

K E Y W O R D S : the Troubles, violence, Cathol ics , Protestants, Union is ts , 

Loyal ists, National ists, IRA, SDLP , S i n n Fein, agreement, Belfast, Ulster 



Abstrakt / Anotace 

KARVANOVÁ, Mar t ina , vedoucí bakalářské práce Mgr. Jiří Flajšar, 

Ph .D. Severní Irsko-od kampaně na podporu občanských práv k 

ozbrojenému konfliktu. [Bakalářská práce]. Olomouc: Pedagogická 

fakulta, univerz i ta Palackého v Olomouci , 2023. 

Bakalářská práce se zabývá násilným konf l iktem 20. století, známého 

jako the Troubles. Tento konfl ikt měl a stále má vliv n a obyvatele 

Spojeného království a Irska. Hlavním úkolem je ukázat, proč a j ak 

konfl ikt v zn ik l . První kapi to la nás seznamuje s historií Irska. Další 

kapi to la pojednává o konc i 19. století, imigraci irských obyvatel do U S A 

a o událostech, které se staly do padesátých let našeho století. 

Následující kap i to la popisuje vzn ik hnutí za občanská práva a 

problémy, které mezi sebou měli katolíci a protestanti . Poté se 

posuneme k násilným událostem mezi těmito dvěma komun i t am i a 

hledáním politického řešení. Poslední kapi to la se zaměřuje n a mírový 

proces a následnou spolupráci katolíků a protestantů. 

KLÍČOVÁ SLOVA: the Troubles, násilí, katolíci, protestanti , unionisté, 

loajalisté, nacionalisté, IRA, SDLP , S i n n Féin, dohoda, Belfast, Ulster 



INTRODUCTION 
I can't believe the news today 
I can't close my eyes and make it go away. 
How long, how long must we sing this song? 
How long, how long? 
'Cos tonight 
We can be as one, tonight. 

Broken bottles under children's feet 
Bodies strewn across the dead-end street. 
But I won't heed the battle call 

It puts my back up, puts my back up against the wall. 

Sunday, bloody Sunday. 
U2 . War [CD]. Is land Records; 1983. I C D : 42:03 m in . 

U2 song is about an incident that happened dur ing the violent conflict 

between Cathol ics and Protestants l iv ing in the Northern Ireland. Th is 

long last ing conflict is known as the Troubles. How is it possible that i n 

the twentieth century can appear such conflict, especially between 

people who are l iv ing together for hundreds of years. What was the 

reason that people l iv ing in the democratic countr ies could not solve the 

problems peacefully and the conflict became violent and very bloody? 

Many innocent people had to die inc lud ing chi ldren, young people, old 

people. In total more than 3.500 people died, more than 47.500 people 

were injured from late sixties t i l l 1998. (Sutton) The wal ls i n the cities 

were bui l t to protect one neighbour from another. A n d these wal ls exist 

in the cities unfortunately t i l l these days. 



This conflict is not the only one we could see in Europe or we can see 

on the other continents. We can see an analogy between them. Usua l l y 

we can see the problems of the national it ies, religion, different social 

condit ions. 

1. HISTORY OF IRELAND 

1.1 PREHISTORY 

The first people came and started to live i n Ireland in the 6 t h 

mi l l enn ium B .C . The first were the hunters and collectors. In the 5 t h 

mi l l enn ium B .C . they became to farm. The coming of Celt ic tribes started 

the Iron Age. The Ireland was not the uni ted state dur ing the 1 s t 

mi l l enn ium A .D . The very important posit ion w i th in the smal l k ingdoms 

had the druids . 

1.2 E A R L Y M I D D L E A G E S 

The coming immigrants brought the Chr is t ian i ty to Ireland. B u t the 

ma in influence had 

St. Patr ick - the first Ir ish bishop. He became a bishop in 432 A .D . The 

monasteries were bui l t over the country i n the 6 t h century. At the end of 

the 8 t h century the V ik ings started to undertake raids to Ireland. The 

pol i t ical s i tuat ion was unstable t i l l the second hal f of the 1 2 t h century. At 

the end of the 1 2 t h century the Anglo-Normans sent by Henry II. landed 

and gained the large territory. When the Ir ish k ing died, Henry II. lads to 

establ ish the Eng l i sh presence and Ireland became known as Lordship of 

Ireland. "Three-quarters of the land was in English hands by 1280." 

(Healy, 1999) 

The occupat ion of the land led to conflict between the Ir ish and 

Eng l i sh , but also to the mixture of the cul tures . B u t not only the Eng l i sh 



and Normans occupied the land in the Ireland. Also the Welsh and 

F lemish came to live i n Ireland. (Frank, 2006) 

1.3 T H E ADOPTION O F PROTESTANT ISM A N D T H E S U P P R E S S I O N 

O F T H E CATHOL IC ISM 

The Ireland was never fully conquered and there were st i l l the 

rebell ions and the attempts to get r id of an Eng l i sh dominat ion. Dur ing 

the reign of El izabeth I. (English queen 1558-1603) the Protestant ism was 

fastened. The conflicts began to have the religious context too. Dur ing 

the reign of Jacob I. (Engl ish k ing between 1603-1625) the colonization 

of Ulster began. Ulster is a tradi t ional Ir ish province. It is located in the 

Northern Ireland. The Eng l i sh protestant families were privileged. They 

got the land of the orig inal cathol ic residents. 

The tension between the cathol ic residents and the Protestants 

increased. The Catho l i c i sm was suppressed, it was forbidden to produce 

the cathol ic books. 

1.4 ANT I -ENGLISH R E B E L L I O N A N D OL IVER C R O M W E L L 

In 1641 the Ir ish upr i s ing broke out against the Eng l i sh dominat ion. 

Dur ing this rebell ion thousands of protestants died and it was ended in 

1649 by Oliver Cromwel l when he came to Ireland. H is army ki l led many 

of the cathol ic civi l ians. Thousands of cathol ic had to leave the country 

and their l and got the Eng l i sh and Scott ish Protestants. J u s t one fifth of 

the land was owned by Cathol ics . (Frank, 2006) After this intervention 

the life of the Ir ish Cathol ics was worse than before. 

1.5 J A M E S II., WILLIAM O F O R A N G E A N D T H E P E N A L LAWS 

James II. was the Eng l i sh , Scott ish and Ir ish K ing between 1685 and 

1688. He converted to Catho l i c i sm and the Ir ish cit izens hoped the 

s i tuat ion in the country become better. B u t it was unacceptable for the 



Eng l i sh cit izens in the country. They invited Wi l l i am of Orange and he 

became K ing of Eng land , Ireland and Scot land in 1689. James II. wanted 

to come back and get the countries back but he was defeated at the Battle 

of the Boyne in 1690. He had to leave the country and he spent rest of 

h is life i n France. The end of this war in 1691. The new Penal Laws 

deprived the Cathol ics their c iv i l and the pol i t ical laws. 

"Catholics were forbidden to practise their religion, could not acquire land 

nor educate their children at home or abroad. Many of the professions were 

closed to them and their permitted possessions might not rise above a fixed 

level." (Healy, 1999) 

2.0 1 9 t h CENTURY , PARTITION OF IRELAND 

2.1 ACT O F UNION 

At the end of the 1 8 t h century the new rebell ions started in Ireland. 

The leader of them was Theobald Wolfe Tone. He was a Dubl iner 's lawyer 

and founded organisat ion called Uni ted Ir ishmen. He wanted to achieve 

a nat ional uni f icat ion and an electoral reform. Tone got a support i n 

France but i n 1798 was captive and finally committed suicide in the 

pr ison. Wolfe became one of the icon of the Republ ican movement. 

The Act of Un i on came into force in 1801 and in fact the Ir ish 

par l iament ceased to exist and became the part of the Eng l i sh parl iament. 

A n d Ireland became a part of the Uni ted K ingdom of Great Br i t a in and 

Ireland. (Melichar, 2017) 

2.2 1 9 t h C E N T U R Y 

The posit ion of Cathol ics was stronger than in the previous centuries. 

They became a success when Danie l O 'Connel l was elected to Parl iament 

in 1828. Danie l O 'Connel l was Cathol ic lawyer and was known as "The 

Liberator". He enforced the Cathol ic Relief Act i n 1829. T h a n k s to this act 

the Ir ish could enter the Parl iament and get the h igh mi l i tary posit ions. 



After this success he tried to repeal the Act of Un ion . B u t this effort was 

useless. 

There was the Great Ir ish Famine between 1845 and 1849 in the 

Ireland. The potato crop failed and the grain was too expensive. As a 

result of this the Ir ish populat ion had fallen from 8 to 6,5 mi l l i on by 1851 

and to 4,4 mi l l i on by 1911. The reasons of such decrease were the death 

and the emigration - main ly to USA . The number of the deaths was the 

next reason for the dissatisfact ion wi th the Br i t i sh attitude because they 

d id not provide the assistance on time. 

There was founded the Ir ish Nat ional Land League in 1879. The 

leader became Char les Parnel l . The a i m of it was to reallocate the 

Protestant land and the Cathol ic shou ld became the owners of the rented 

land. Parnel l also had a support i n the Br i t i sh Prime Minister Gladstone. 

The opposit ion against the League were the Union is ts led by Edward 

Carson . They were supported by Br i t i sh Conservative and part of the 

Liberals. Th is group announced from the end of the 1 9 t h century that the 

Ir ish autonomy is not desirable. (Frank, 2006) The r is ing tension was in 

Ulster, the first enclaves of Cathol ics and Protestants appeared in Belfast. 

The most known were Union is ts S h a n k i l l Road and National ists Fal ls 

Road. 

2.3 T H E IRISH A U T O N O M Y E F F O R T 

In the second hal f of the 1 9 t h century Wi l l i am Gladstone became Prime 

Minister . The effort of the Cathol ic nat ional ists made a big impress ion on 

h i m and he tried unsuccess ful ly to pass the Home Rule - it was a law 

about the Ir ish autonomy. The first proposal was rejected by House of 

Commons in 1886 and the second proposal was rejected by House of 

Lords in 1893. 

Ir ish nat ional ists strived for the improvement of the law of Ir ish 

peasants because they worked on Protestants fields and their condit ions 

were very poor. 



The autonomy efforts d id not cease. The next, who wanted the Ir ish 

autonomy, was Ar tur Grif f ith. He founded the nat ional ist ic party S i n n 

Fe in (in Eng l i sh : [We] Ourselves) and encouraged the Ir ish members of 

par l iament to leave. (Melichar, 2017) 

2.4 T H E G O V E R N M E N T O F IRELAND ACT 

In 1912 the d iscuss ion about the autonomy started again in the 

par l iament and the Prime Minis ter Asqu i th w i th the help of member of 

par l iament J o h n Redmont enforced the autonomy. B u t i n 1914 the First 

Wor ld War d id not allow to cont inue in the proceeding. J a n F rank (2006) 

writes i n h is book that the autonomy was problematic topic because at 

the beginning of the 2 0 t h century lived i n Ireland more than 1 mi l l i on 

Protestants and it was a quarter of the a l l cit izens. The biggest problems 

were main ly i n Ulster province, were the Protestants const i tuted the 

biggest percentage. In 1912 immediately after the enforcing of the 

autonomy, the Union is ts jo ined together and were wi l l ing to start the 

protests and to use the violence if needed. In 1913 they establ ished U V F 

Ulster Volunteer Force. They became armed in 1914. Their opposite but 

also equivalent were Irish Volunteers establ ished in D u b l i n i n 1913. They 

were decided to defend the Ir ish autonomy. 

2.5 E A S T E R RISING 

There was a mi l i tary part of the Ir ish nat ional ists (Irish Republ ican 

Brotherhood) and they cont inued in the effort to get the autonomy for 

Ireland. They were led by teacher Patr ick Pearse. They had to receive a 

delivery of weapons but the delivery was stopped by Br i t i sh . Th is failure 

didn't discourage Pearse and he decided to occupy the most important 

bui ld ings in the centre of D u b l i n on 2 4 t h Ap r i l 1916. Pearse proclaimed 

the Ir ish Republ ic . (Frank, 2006) The fights w i th Br i t i sh lasted for one 

week and finally the Ir ish leaders were executed. 



The Ir ish writer Wi l l i am But le r Yeats wrote in h is poem Easter 

1916: 

All changed, changed utterly. 

A terrible beauty is born. 

2.6 T H E ANGLO- IR ISH WAR 

After the suppress ion of the Easter R is ing the s i tuat ion in Ireland 

was very uptight. The nat ional ists got bigger support. 

The S i n n Fe in party received also the bigger support. In 1917 

E a m o n de Va le ra became a leader of this party. He was the one of 

part ic ipants on the rebell ion called Easter Ris ing. B u t he was lucky and 

survived. There were the elections to the par l iament i n 1918. S i n n Fein 

became the majority of the votes but rejected them. In J a n u a r y 1919 was 

the unofficial Ir ish par l iament (Dail) establ ished in D u b l i n by S i n n Fe in 

and de Va le ra became the first elected president. 

The new Ir ish army was called IRA (Irish Republ ican Army) and 

started to attack the Br i t i sh soldiers, officials and their assistants. The 

Br i t i sh answered in the same way. They started to k i l led the members 

of IRA. IRA was establ ished as the armed part of S i n n Fe in under the 

leadership of Michae l Co l l ins . (Melichar, 2017) B u t when Michae l 

Co l l ins agreed wi th the declaration of the Ir ish Free State where the 

Northern Ireland was not i n , he was marked by IRA to be traitor and 

was ki l led. 

2.7 PARTITION O F IRELAND 

The Government of Ireland Act was issued by Br i t i sh par l iament on 

2 3 r d December 1920. The Ireland was divided into two parts: North and 

South . Based on this document the governments and two par l iaments 

were formed. The first par l iament was based in Belfast for Northern 



Ireland - together 6 counties and the second one was in D u b l i n for the 

rest of the i s land. The nat ional minor i ty in the North rejected the part i t ion 

of the Ireland and was loyal to the South . The North approved the 

part i t ion, the par l iament i n D u b l i n rejected it. 

The Anglo-Ir ish Treaty was signed on 6 t h December 1921 in 

London. Th is document provided the autonomy to the south part of 

Ireland (own parl iament and government) but this part had st i l l a status 

of B r i t i sh dom in ium and was henceforward a part of the Commonweal th . 

(Frank, 2006) By the signature of this treatment the Free Ir ish State was 

establ ished in the South . 

Based on the publ ic opinion the Br i t i sh Prime Minis ter David 

Lloyd George offered to Ir ish delegation that 26 counties i n Ireland 

become the status of B r i t i sh domin ion in 1921 and the promise that 

Ulster could be added later. Ulster had already an agreement about its 

autonomy w i th in the Br i t i sh un ion . 

The Northern Ireland d id not want to jo ined to the Free Ir ish State 

and jo ined the Great Br i t a in . Since 1922 this state department is known 

as Uni ted K ingdom of Great Br i t a in and Northern Ireland. 

The Ireland is divided into 26 counties. 6 of them are part of the 

Northern Ireland - An t r im , Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and 

Tyrone. A l l of them are located in Ulster. Ulster has 9 counties but 3 of 

them belong to the Republ ic of Ireland - Donegal, Monaghan and Cavan. 

2.8 ANGLO- IR ISH TREATY 

In Ulster there was a majority of the Protestants and it was possible 

to see this i n the polit ic s i tuat ion. The most inf luent ia l pol i t ical party was 

U U P - Ulster Union is t Party. Th is party was the most successful and had 

majority i n the parl iament. The National ists party had a minor i ty and its 

voters were Cathol ics . 

The Northern Ireland was formed in 1920 because of the part i t ion 

of the i s land and officially after the s igning Anglo-Ir ish Treaty in 1921. 

The total number of the people l iv ing in the Northern Ireland was about 



1.256.000. The one th i rd of this number were Cathol ics . Because of the 

part i t ion of the country were Cathol ics i n the minor i ty and the 

re lat ionship w i th their country of origin was interrupted. It entailed the 

dissatisfact ion w i th the part i t ion of the country. 

There were many attacks from both sides between the years 1920 

- 1922. Th is violence shou ld be suppressed by the new establ ished 

organizations. Ulster Special Constabulary (USC) was establ ished in 

1920 and the members were Ulster Protestants. In 1922 was establ ished 

the official police for Northern Ireland - Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC). 

The members were not only the Protestants, the Cathol ics were also 

involved. B u t the part ic ipat ion of Cathol ics was only 11%. (Slosarcik, 

2007) 

The support of the nat ional ists came from Cathol ics . F rom that 

reason Protestants identified Cathol ics w i th the hostile attitude towards 

the state and d id not allow the nat ional ists to work in the office of the 

local government. Cathol ics were also restricted in employment, 

educat ion, healthcare, hous ing and in rights to vote. The Northern 

Ireland was not itself i n a good condit ion after the First Wor ld War and 

the d iscr iminat ion deepened the poverty of Cathol ics . The s i tuat ion 

became worse in 1929 after the wor ld cr is is . The unemployment was very 

h igh and many people lived in poverty, dirt and in bad hygienic 

condit ions. 

Dur ing the 1930s the attacks between both communit ies 

cont inued. In 1931 the Cathol ics attacked the meeting of the Orange 

Order i n Cavan. Another attacks against Cathol ics appeared in Portdown, 

Armagh and L i sburn . 

In Belfast were the biggest turmo i l between both sides in 1934 -

1935. The worst s i tuat ion was in summer 1935. 

In Ireland establ ished a new pol i t ical party F i a n n a Fa i l . The leader 

of this party was E a m o n de Valera. They wanted to change the 

re lat ionship w i th Great Br i t a in and unite the i s land. B u t they were not 

successful . In 1937 there was agreed a new Ir ish Const i tut ion. The 



important point of this document was the change of the name from the 

Free Ir ish State into Ireland. 

The s i tuat ion of the both parts of Ireland was different dur ing the 

WWII. The Ir ish Republ ic was neutra l , but the Northern Ireland adopted 

the war regime l ike Great Br i t a in d id . They increased the taxis and 

rat ioning. Some of their harbours were used by the all ies. IRA was st i l l 

active and in 1939 made many bomb attacks. The reason was to force 

Br i t i sh to leave Ulster. 

3. N O R T H E R N IRELAND B E T W E E N 1945 AND T H E 

BEGINNING O F T H E T R O U B L E S 

3.1 T H E POST-WAR SITUATION 

After the end of WWII the Northern Ireland wi th a help of Great 

Br i t a in implemented the social system and it had an impact on the 

improvement of the qual i ty of the educat ion, healthcare and the 

unemployment compensat ion. The social system became better than in 

Ireland. B u t i n 1947 the Northern Ireland government approved the law 

that l imited the poor Cathol ics to vote in the elections. Only the persons 

wi th the own property had the right to participate i n elections. Against 

this was the Ant ipart i t ion League, that had a support of the Cathol ics 

C h u r c h and some Labours in the Br i t i sh parl iament, was formed and 

fought for the rights of the Cathol ics i n Northern Ireland. The efforts were 

hard supressed by police. (Frank, 2006) It was more than clear that the 

Br i t i sh government d id not want to be involved in the s i tuat ion in 

Northern Ireland. 

In 1948 the Ir ish Prime Minis ter J o h n Costello announced Ireland 

is leaving the Commonweal th . In 1949 Ireland Act was declared and Irish 

Republ ic gained the required independence. It was declared that the 

Northern Ireland would remain the part of Great Br i t a in . It could be 

changed only i n case that Northern Ireland par l iament would decide to 

leave Commonweal th . 



3.2 T E R E N C E O'NEIL A N D IAN PAISLEY 

The new Prime Min is ter of Northern Ireland became Terence O'Neil l 

i n 1963. He was a member of the U U P - Ulster Union is t Party. He started 

to implement new economic reforms. 

He wanted to achieve the convergence between Protestants and 

Cathol ics . It is known that he visited a Cathol ic school i n 1964 and in 

1965 he invited the Ir ish Prime Minister i n the Northern Ireland. 

Cathol ics appreciated these steps and expected that the change of the 

d iscr iminat ion could come. B u t these steps were not appreciated by 

Loyal ists and Unionis ts . 

Especia l ly the reverend Ian Paisley was worried about the s i tuat ion. 

He was a preacher and a leader of fundamental ist Presbyterian chur ch 

and he made h is pol i t ical activities because of h is intent ion to defend 

Protestant ism in Northern Ireland. He saw the attempts of Rome to 

disseminate the dominat ion over the wor ld behind the Prime Min is ter ' 

activities. (Frank, 2006) Because of h is opinion the people wi th mi l i tant 

ant i -Cathol ics attitude were closed to h im . A n d h is opinions increased 

the pol i t ical tensions in the society. 

3.3 T H E CIVIL RIGHTS M O V E M E N T FORMAT ION 

The 60's were the worldwide period of the changes. These changed 

d id not avoid the Northern Ireland. The economic perspective d id not 

seem so bad, the economy decreased but i n textile industry was a big 

potential. The pol i t ical s i tuat ion was st i l l stable. Protestants and 

Cathol ics lived separately, the borders existed, the people d id not marry 

the people from the second communi ty , the schools were also separated. 

The polit ic ideas were consistent to their religion. Cathol ics wanted to be 

a part of one Ireland, Protestants wanted to stay under Commonweal th . 

The Taoiseach of Ireland Sean Lemass visited Stormont in 1965. The 

s i tuat ion looked to be stable and the publ ic officials were work ing on the 



improvement of the re lat ionships between both communit ies . (Moody, 

2003) 

The Cathol ics realized that they shou ld also found some 

organization that could help them in their activities for the improving 

their rights. In 1967 Northern Ireland C iv i l Right Assoc iat ion (NICRA) 

jo ined to the civ i l r ights movement. Th is organisat ion d id not want the 

independency of Northern Ireland only the same rights for the both sides. 

The foundation of this movement was inspired by the fight for the h u m a n 

rights i n USA . B u t the Union is t were afraid of such organization. For 

them was NICRA masked IRA. (Melichar, 2017) 

4. T H E T R O U B L E S 

4.1 T H E FIRST PROTEST M A R C H E S 

The protest marches for the rights were realized dur ing the year 

1968. The marches were non-violent. There was one of the marches in 

D e n y on 5 t h October. The Cathol ics complained their work ing s i tuat ions, 

hous ing and the d iscr iminat ion. B u t R U C - Royal Ulster Constabulary -

forcefully terminated the demonstrators. TV cameras captured the 

violence on the streets and the Cathol ics intensif ied their anger. The 

Troubles began by th is incident. 

O'Neil l started to implement the reforms that shou ld support the 

Cathol ics . B u t the Protestants were worried of them and started to protest 

as well . In 1969 the radica l Cathol ics realized another protest marches 

for the stronger support of their requirements. They usua l l y f inished by 

the fights w i th loyalists and police. 

O'Neil l was under big pressure because h is companions disagreed 

wi th the reforms he d id for the support ing of the Cathol ics . O'Neil l 

resigned in Apr i l 1969. James Chichester -C lark became a new Prime 

Minis ter of Northern Ireland. 

4.2 T H E RISING TENS ION 



Dur ing the 1969 the marches and street battles cont inued. The 

more serious incident happened in August i n Deny . The loyalists had a 

patriotic march from Belfast to Deny . The nat ional ists threated it to be a 

provocation. It is known as the Battle of the Bogside. The loyalists were 

stopped by the barricades, the Cathol ics were armed by stones and other 

weapons. The battles lasted for three days. The R U C came and the 

Cathol ics were pushed into Bogside. After that the loyalists came into 

Bogside and destroyed the houses. 

The violence moved to other towns - Belfast, A rmagh or Dungiven. 

The first shooting between the both sides appeared in Belfast. The police 

revenged the attacks by the shooting from the machine guns. The nine 

years Cathol ic boy was ki l led. There were ki l led 8 people in Belfast. 1500 

Cathol ic and 315 Protestant families had to leave their homes. 

The Br i t i sh soldiers came to Belfast and bui l t a peace line between 

the Cathol ics and Protestants. The Ir ish government supported the 

refugees by money and close to the border bui l t the camps for them. 

O n 1 9 t h August 1969 was issued the Communique and Declarat ion 

by the Br i t i sh Prime Minis ter Haro ld Wi lson and the Northern Ireland 

Prime Minis ter James Chichester -Clark . Th is Declarat ion allowed to the 

Uni ted K ingdom Government to intervene into the Northern Irish affairs. 

Accord ing to the Declarat ion there started the protests from the 

Protestants and loyalists. They d id not agree w i th the idea that the 

Cathol ics shou ld have the same rights l ike the Protestants. The most 

mi l i tant Protestants had the conflicts w i th R U C . The Cathol ics were 

satisfied w i th the expected reforms. B u t the most mi l i tant of them st i l l 

required the uni f icat ion of the is land. 

4.3 IRA A N D PIRA 

IRA was not able to protect the Cathol ics i n Belfast and t i l l the 

protests i n 1969 was pract ical ly invisible i n the Northern Ireland, but 

after the rebell ions and street battles i n summer 1969, IRA gained a lot 



of new sympathizers and her posit ion in the Northern Ireland was 

stronger. IRA was a Marx i an organization and the mi l i tant part i n the 

North Ireland d id not f ind a required support by IRA in D u b l i n . So the 

organization w i th in IRA was establ ished at the end of 1969 in Belfast. It 

was called PIRA (Provisional Ir ish Republ ican Army). PIRA was a 

parami l i tary group. Her ma in interest was the uni f icat ion of Ireland and 

the expuls ion Br i t i sh from the Northern Ireland. Th is idea helped to get 

the new members. They were wait ing for the mistake of the Br i t i sh 

government/army to start to destabilize the Br i t i sh posit ion in the 

Northern Ireland. 

4.3.1 T H E N E W PARTIES 

There appeared also two new polit ic parties. The first one was APNI 

- A l l ianz party of Northern Ireland. The ma in goal of this party was to 

reconcile both sides and of course to get the voters from Cathol ics and 

Protestants. The second one was S D L P - Socia l Democrat ic and Labour 

Party. The predecessor of this party was NP - Nat ional Party. The S D L P 

wanted to get the satisfactions for the Cathol ic cit izens and its potential 

voters were main ly the Cathol ics . B u t one was for both parties common 

- they refused the violence. 

IRA split up in two parts - IRA and PIRA. The same happened in 

S inn-Fe in too. The Official S i n n Fe in had a seat i n Dub l i n . The second 

part adopted a name Provis ional S i n n Fein (PSF). Th is part was more 

inf luent ia l and more visible. O n the other side the reverend Ian Parsley 

founded Democrat ic Union is t Party (DUP). It was radica l loyalist party. 

The strongest party was st i l l Ulster Unionis t Party (UUP). 

4.3.2 B L O O D Y S U N D A Y 

Dur ing 1970 the number of the street battles and violence 

increased. The bomb attacks caused by PIRA newly appeared. The Br i t i sh 

government took the actions. People wh i ch were suspic ious of the 



col laboration wi th IRA, were arrested. The Br i t i sh A rmy came again into 

the Cathol ics area. The arrest ing of the people led up to the other 

turbulences and the increasement of the people j o in ing IRA. 

The first riots started at the end of M a r c h and the beginning of 

Apr i l . The Br i t i sh allowed an Orange Protestants march along the 

Cathol ics distr ict Ba l l ymurphy . The Cathol ics understood it to be a 

provocation and the Cathol ics youths started to fight to the Br i t i sh 

soldiers. Th is strengthened the IRA posit ion. The definitive split between 

the Cathol ics and Br i t i sh came later i n summer when the next Orange 

march was realized in Belfast. There happened the next street battles 

between Protestants and Cathol ics . The Br i t i sh A rmy was not able to 

guarantee the safety to Cathol ics . PIRA uti l ized it for themselves and 

started w i th the armed actions. After these J u n e riots there were 7 

deaths, 200 injured c iv i l ians and 10 hur t soldiers. 

As already stated above, PIRA started wi th the bomb attacks - they 

mostly damaged the bui ld ings and offices. PIRA organized 153 bomb 

attacks dur ing 1970. The Br i t i sh answer came immediately. In J u l y 3.000 

soldiers came to Cathol ic area Lower Fal ls . They started to search the 

aggressors i n their homes. Th is caused next riots. 

The violence increased again at the beginning of the year 1971. 

Several B r i t i sh soldiers were ki l led by PIRA attacks. The Cathol ics lived 

in ghettos and were determined to save their homes wi th guns. The 

pressure on the Br i t i sh government intensif ied. The Prime Minis ter 

Chichester -C lark resigned. The new Prime Minis ter became B r i a n 

Fau lkner . He defined the s i tuat ions when the armed forces could use the 

weapons. Also started w i th the internment of B r i t i sh army. It was focused 

pr imary on the Cathol ics . 

A n d it d id not improve the s i tuat ion. In August 342 people were 

arrested. The ma in a im of the internment was to f ind the republ ican 

fighters. Dur ing the next few days 22 people died and a lot of them had 

to leave their homes. 

A new armed associat ion was establ ished in 1971. The name was 

Ulster Defence Associat ion (UDA). It was another extreme of PIRA. It 



means that U D A was an armed loyalist organisat ion. At the beginning it 

should help the Cathol ics but this was changed in time and this 

organisat ion started to make the armed attacks on the Cathol ic 

community . 

One of the most known incidents happened on 3 0 t h J a n u a r y 1972 

and is known as Bloody Sunday. There was a peace march in D e n y 

organised by NICRA (Northern Ireland C iv i l Right Association). B u t the 

soldiers started to shoot and 13 innocent people were shot. The turmo i l 

started in Belfast and D e n y and also in Dub l i n . 

4.4 BRITISH G O V E R N M E N T IN N O R T H E R N IRELAND 

The Great Br i t a in decided to implement a direct rule from London 

in M a r c h 1972. The Stormont 's par l iament was suspended and the 

Westminster took over the competences. A new posit ion Secretary of 

State for Northern Ireland was created and the first Secretary of State 

was Wi l l i am Whitelaw. Also a new office a Northern Ireland Office (NIO) 

was formed. The officers from London very employed in this office. 

The nat ional ist communi ty wanted to reduce the violence, 

because of this pressure of the publ ic , PIRA started to negotiate w i th 

Br i t a in . A result of these negotiation was to give a special status for 

PIRA members wh i ch were arrested. The Secretary of State complied 

wi th this requested. The truce was cal led. PIRA had other requests to 

Br i t a in , but these were not complied. PIRA' requests were not 

acceptable for the Br i t i sh government. PIRA d id not continue wi th the 

negotiations, ended the truce and the violence started again. They 

started w i th the bomb attacks more frequently i n Eng land . The 

arguments from the side of PIRA were following - it is not sufficient for 

the unders tand ing of B r i t i sh to make the attacks only against the 

soldiers i n Northern Ireland. The new targets were London and the 

places of the meetings of the most important B r i t i sh pol i t ical parties, 

the important people - i n 1976 the Br i t i sh ambassador in D u b l i n , i n 

1979 lord Mountbat ten, i n 1982 PIRA bombed in the hotel i n Br ighton 



where Margaret Thatcher and the other pol i t ic ians from the 

Conservative party had their conference. Then PIRA bombed in 

B i rm ingham and Gui l ford in 1974. Another bomb exploded in front of 

the Harrods in 1984. The technique of the attacks was also changed. 

First the attacks were by us ing the guns, later PIRA moved to us ing of 

the explosives. (Slosarcik, 2007) The source of finance and guns for 

them were from L ibya and the Ir ish emigrants main ly l iv ing in the USA. 

The wel l known incident called Bloody Fr iday happened in J u l y 

1972. PIRA deployed 23 bombs in the Belfast ' streets, 19 of them 

detonated. 9 people died dur ing these attack, 130 other people were 

injured. The Br i t i sh A rmy started to occupy the no-go areas ("Operation 

Motorman") i n Belfast and Deny . These two places were very important 

for the PIRA attacks preparat ion. The presence of the soldiers prevented 

the other riots, but the Cathol ics were again disappointed. 

Totally 323 civ i l ians, 103 soldiers and 41 members of R U C and 

U D R were ki l led dur ing the year 1972. 

The Ir ish party F i a n n a Fa i l stopped to strive to unify the i s land 

and started to support more S D L P and the cooperation wi th the Br i t i sh 

government. 

4.4.1 S U N N I N G D A L E A G R E E M E N T 

As had been said above the Ir ish government started to cooperate 

wi th the Br i t i sh government. The direct rule was not intended as a 

permanent solut ion and the Br i t i sh side wanted to appease the cr is is i n 

Ulster. The Sunningda le Agreement was the first attempt to f in ish the 

cr is is and started the power shar ing w i th the Ir ish side. The meetings 

were held in Sunningdale on 6 t h and 9 t h December 1972. The members 

of this meeting were the Ir ish Prime Minis ter L i am Cosgrave, the Br i t i sh 

Prime Minis ter Edward Heath and three Northern Ireland parties -

SDLP , A P and U U P . The conservative un ion is ts and loyalists were not 

invited. The a im of th is meetings was to establ ish a new Counc i l of 

Ireland. The counc i l was from two parts - the Counc i l of Min is ters and 



the Consultat ive Assembly. Th is agreement was finally signed on 9 t h 

December and is known as a Sunningdale Agreement. Other result of 

the meeting was the conf irmation that the Northern Ireland is the part 

of the Great Br i t a in and it not be changed un t i l the majority of the 

inhabi tants would not change their opinion. 

The loyalists were not satisfied w i th this agreement. Especial ly 

the v is ion of the uni ted Ireland was the reason why U U P divided into 

two parts. The part that was on the side of Wi l l i am Fau lkner , left the 

party. The rest formed into Uni ted Ulster Union is t Counc i l (UUUC) - it 

was created by D U P and conservative un ion is ts wh i ch renamed the 

party to Official Union is t Party (OUP). 

The Ulster Workers ' Counc i l (UWC) also d id not agree wi th the 

Sunningdale Agreement. Th is organization finally declared a general 

strike. Th is strike lasted for two weeks and was interrupted by the 

worst incident of this conflict. Several bomb attacks were held in D u b l i n 

and Monaghan on 1 7 t h May 1974. 33 people were ki l led and 

approximately 260 people were injured. (Frank, 2006) 

The Secretary of State Mer lyn Rees and the Chie f of Executive 

B r i a n Fau lkner refused the further negotiation wi th the workers. U W C 

decided to switch off the power stat ion. Th is decision would have a very 

big economic impact, so the Faulkner ' s government resigned on 2 8 t h 

May 1974. The adminis t ra t ion of the government in the Northern 

Ireland was again under the Westminster. The pol i t ical s i tuat ion was 

not changed, but the violence cont inued. 

PIRA was in a defensive in Ireland but increased the number of 

the bomb attacks in Great Br i t a in . Dur ing the bomb attacks in 

B i rm ingham at the end 1974 were ki l led 19 civ i l ians. Th is attack was a 

reason for the approval of the law Prevention of Terror ism Act. By this 

law was prohibited the activity of PIRA in the area of Eng land , Scot land 

and Wales. A l l persons susp ic ious from the assistance on the attacks 

could be immediately arrested according to this law. 



The Br i t i sh government realized that the presence of the Br i t i sh 

soldiers shou ld be l imited because it d id not help to solve the s i tuat ion 

and could postpone any progress in the negotiation. Th is process is 

known as ulster isat ion. 

Dur ing 1976 were held several demonstrat ions and campaign 

against violence and for peace. B u t the violence and the bomb attacks 

d id not disappear. Between years 1975-1976 died almost 600 people. 

The relations between Br i t a in and Ireland were injured because of the 

assass inat ion of the Br i t i sh ambassador in Dub l i n . 

In December 1977 was important for PIRA. Two new persons 

appeared in the leading posit ions. They were Mar t in McGu iness and 

Gerry Adams. Gerry Adams was closely related to S i n n Fe in and was 

wi l l ing to involve the republ icans in the polit ics. (Frank, 2006) The end 

of the seventies was not so violent l ike the years before, 

anyway the seventies were the bloodiest years dur ing the whole conflict. 

4.4.2 H U N G E R STRIKE 

Since 1976 different protests were held by the republ ican 

prisoners. B u t these protests were ignored by London government. 

In 1979 Margaret Thatcher became a Br i t i sh Prime Minister . 

Accord ing to her opinion the s i tuat ion in the Northern Ireland was 

main ly a safety r isk. She d id want the Ir ish part ic ipat ion in the Ulster. 

The new secretary of state Humphrey A tk ins suggested a new 

d iscuss ion . The first negotiation started on 6 t h J a n u a r y 1980. B u t 

because of the different opinions and ideas of the part ic ipants was this 

d iscuss ion ended in M a r c h 1980. 

The republ ican prisoners started w i th new protests - this time it 

was a hunger strike - and had new demands. They wanted to wear 

c iv i l ian clothes, to have an opportunity to meet other prisoners, no to do 

the pr ison work, to have the possibi l i ty to get one letter, one package 

and have one visit per week. A n d the last demand was to achieve the 

pardon of their pun ishment . The pr isoners were supported by the 



different marches but the Br i t a in refused their demands. The first 

hunger strike lasted more than 50 days, then the prisoners got some 

promises. B u t the next weeks showed no change and the second round 

of the hunger strike began in J a n u a r y 1981. It ended in October 1981 

because Margaret Thatcher agreed on the compromise. Dur ing the 

second part of the hunger strike 10 people died. The most known 

person that died was Bobby Sands. He died on 5 t h May 1981. He was 

very known and dur ing h is impr isonment he was elected to the Br i t i sh 

Parl iament. Many people expected that B r i t i sh d id not let h i m to die 

because of h is new publ ic funct ion but this expectation turned out to be 

odd. After h is death many new people decided to j o in IRA. The result of 

h is death revealed that the Br i t i sh government is resistant towards the 

extortion and Bobby Sands became a new martyr and symbol of the 

fight for the Ir ish nat ional self-determination. The republ icans 

strengthened their publ ic promotion. (Slosarcik, 2007) 

4.4.3 ANGLO- IR ISH RELATIONSHIP IN T H E E IGHTIES 

At the very beginning of eighties took place the Const i tut iona l 

Conference on 6 t h J a n u a r y 1980. There were d iscussed the possibi l i t ies 

of the further pol i t ic ian development in the Northern Ireland. Th is 

conference was ignored by O U P because they were satisfied w i th the 

leadership of London. The parties that part ic ipated this conference were 

D U P and SDLP . D U P wi th Ian Parsley refused any possibi l i ty of Cathol ic 

part ic ipat ion in the local government and any activities of Ireland in the 

matters of Northern Ireland - it was called Ir ish d imension. For D U P it 

was absolutely impossible. O n the other side there was S D L P wi th its 

lead J o h n Hume. They had an opposite opinion. B u t if the majority was 

in hands of Union is ts , was absolutely not possible to move the process 

further. The Conference was terminated in March 1980. (Frank, 2006) 

In fact there were two ma in directions on the both sides of the 

conflict. O n the first side there were the conservative parties U U P and 



SDLP . O n the second side there were radica l parties D U P and S i n n 

Fein. 

Margaret Thatcher met the Ir ish Prime Minis ters between 1980 

and 1981 - Char les Haugh and Garret Fitzgerald. Their opinions were 

unfortunately contradictory. It was the same s i tuat ion l ike w i th the 

previous negotiations between D U P and S i n n Fe in in the Northern 

Ireland. The Ir ish d imens ion was unacceptable for Thatcher and other 

Br i t i sh pol i t ic ians. The negotiations d id not br ing anyth ing so the 

negotiations were f inished in 1982. 

In October 1982 the elections were held into the new Parl iament. 

The winner of this election was O U P wi th 3 0 % of a l l votes. D U P had 

2 3 % , S D L P 19% and S i n n Fe in 10%. (Melough) 

4.4.4 N E W IRELAND F O R U M 

The New Ireland F o r u m was held between 1983 and 1984 and 

was establ ished by the Ir ish nat ional parties w i th the purpose to f ind 

the way how to move the process of the solving the Northern Ireland 

further. The ma in part ic ipants from Ireland were Fine Gael , F i a n n a Fa i l 

and Labour Party. S D L P was the only one party from the Northern 

Ireland. The New Ireland F o r u m brought The Report of the New Ireland 

F o r u m publ i shed on 2 n d May 1984. It l isted three possible suggestions 

of the pol i t ical organisat ion of the Northern Ireland. The first one was 

the Ireland and Northern Ireland to be one country where the 

Protestants w i l l not be d iscr iminated - uni tary state, the second one 

was the suggestion of the confederation of the Ireland and the Northern 

Ireland - federal/confederal state, the th i rd one the jo int author i ty of 

the Ireland and the Great Br i t a in - jo int authority. Margaret Thatcher 

d ismissed a l l these suggestions in November 1984. 

4.5 ANGLO- IR ISH A G R E E M E N T 



The Anglo-Ir ish Agreement was signed on 1 5 t h November 1985 at 

Hi l lsborough Castle by Margaret Thatcher and Garret F i tzGerald. It 

means by the Prime Minis ters of the Uni ted K ingdom and the Republ ic 

of Ireland. The content of the agreement was that the Northern Ireland 

wi l l be st i l l the part of the Great Br i t a in , at least t i l l the residents decide 

to leave the commonwealth. Ireland wi l l not have any executive 

responsibi l i t ies i n the Northern Ireland but can participate on some 

decisions based on the cooperation wi th the Br i t i sh . (Slosarcik, 2007) 

The pressure to cont inue the negotiations of the s i tuat ion came 

from the Uni ted States because Ronald Reagan was I r ish-American and 

in the U S A existed very strong I r ish-American Lobby. Based on this 

pressure Margaret Thatcher started the new negotiations in J a n u a r y 

and f inished by the signature of the treatment i n November 1985. 

The agreement was appreciated in the Br i t i sh and Ir ish medias. It 

seemed to be a new beginning of the re lat ionship between the Cathol ics 

and Protestants. B u t not a l l parties involved in the conflict were 

satisfied. S i n n Fe in rejected this agreement because according its 

opinion it d id not lead to the uni f icat ion of the i s land. F i a n n a Fa i l 

crit icized the treaty because of the insufficient " Ir ish d imension" . The 

agreement was s imply a b lank check wi th the possible promises but 

without any direct government co-responsibi l i ty. The radica l Loyal ists 

and Union is ts began to be worry that this treaty could lead to a 

uni f icat ion of the i s land. (Frank, 2006) 

Union is t under the leadership of Ian Paisley (DUP) and James 

Molyneaux (OUP) began the protest again AIA and demanded its 

cancel lat ion. The protests were s imi lar as i n 1974 in Sunningdale . 

They started w i th the protest at the mun i c ipa l level, marches and 

demonstrat ions. At the end of November 1985 was held a mass 

demonstrat ion in Belfast - more than 40000 people part ic ipated this 

protest. In the middle of December 1983 2000 demonstrators attacked 

the Anglo-Ir ish Secretariat i n Maryfield. The Union is ts obtained 400000 

signatures in 1987 for the purpose of the cancel lat ion AIA but this 

activity was not successful . At the end they offered to the Cathol ics the 



part ic ipat ion in the government in exchange for the cancel lat ion of the 

AIA. Th is document was called Common Sense. 

A l though the AIA was crit ic ised by many, it was a success for the 

Cathol ics . Based on this view the violence committed by Republ icans 

seemed to be senseless. S i n n Fe in had to come wi th some new 

alternatives. The conservative segment strengthened. In the elections in 

Ireland in 1987 won jus t 2 % and it showed that the residents have 

different mindset, not the violence represented by S i n n Fein. The 

different s i tuat ion was in the Northern Ireland. In the elections in the 

same year they won 11,3%. In 1987 S i n n Fe in publ i shed a document 

called Scenario for Peace and in it they left the idea to solve the 

s i tuat ion in the Northern Ireland by us ing mil i tary solut ion. (Frank, 

2006) In J a n u a r y 1988 started the leader of S D L P J o h n Hume a dialog 

wi th the leader of S i n n Fe in Gerry Adams. These two parties had a 

common opinion only on the uni f icat ion of the i s land and the exit of 

B r i t i sh from Ireland. S D L P was persuaded that the for the uni f icat ion is 

needed the agreement of National ist as Union is ts . S i n n Fe in had an 

opinion that Union is ts could not impede the effort of Ir ish to atta in the 

self-determination. 

4.6 PIRA ACTIVITIES IN T H E E IGHTIES 

At the beginning of the eighties the activities of PIRA were not so 

effective as in the previous years. It was caused because if the l imited 

f inancia l sources and the more effective activities of the security forces. 

PIRA d id not k i l l more than 40 pol iceman or soldiers i n one year. 

Nevertheless the activities of PIRA were st i l l a treat. In 1982 several 

charges were detonated dur ing the army parade in London. 4 soldiers 

and 7 members of the mi l i tary band were ki l led and 50 people were 

injured. In 1982 PIRA ki l led 97 people and were responsible for 219 

explosions. 

The ma in part of the security forces was formed from R U C and 

UDR . The members were main ly Protestants. PIRA chose their targets 



from the members of the police. The retal iat ion for these attacks were 

very strong. The interrogations were very cruel . The police started to 

deploy the secret agent and PIRA started to k i l l the own members that 

were susp ic ious to be one of them. (Slosarcik, 2007) 

As I already mentioned earlier, the other bomb attacks were 

realized in 1983 and 1984 - i n front of the London's department store 

Harrods where 5 people died and 80 people were injured and in the 

hotel i n Br ighton dur ing the conference of the Conservative Party under 

the leadership of Margaret Thatcher here died 6 people. 

The cooperation between Ireland and Great Br i t a in was not easy. 

B r i t i sh complained that Ireland do not fight w i th PIRA efficiently and 

Ireland complained that Great Br i t a in does not control enough the 

activities of R U C . 

Dur ing 1984-1986 died 180 people in total because of the 

conflict, PIRA ki l led 80 members of the security forces. 

Since 1987 S i n n Fe in was wi l l ing to d iscuss . B u t PIRA had 

another opinion. The number of the explosions and the numbers of the 

v ict ims increased between 1987 and 1994 when the interrupt ion of the 

fire was announced. (Frank, 2006) The bomb attacks by PIRA took place 

in the different places in Europe - i n Germany or Netherlands. 

5.0 P E A C E P R O C E S S 

The Republ icans cont inued wi th the attacks aimed at the Br i t i sh 

polit ics. The bomb attacks shou ld k i l l the polit ics, but also to scare the 

residents and cause f inancia l damage. PIRA had to fight wi th the 

members of police so they d id not have many chances to k i l l or injury 

the Br i t i sh soldiers that were the ma in target. 

O n the opposite side the Loyalist parami l i tary groups ki l led 72 

Cathol ics i n 1991 and 1992 and the number of the v ict ims increased 

dur ing the next years. (Melaugh) Th is violence shou ld show PIRA that 

their attacks cause the v ict ims on the both sides of the conflict. 



5.1 S E C R E T D I A L O G U E S 

As was already said S i n n Fe in realized that the violence d id not 

lead up to the end of the conflict and to the f inding the solut ion. 

In 1988 started the secret conversation between the leader of S D L P 

J o h n Hume and the leader of S i n n Fe in Gerry Adams. In the same time 

also the meaning of the Br i t i sh Government was changed. In 1990 

started the secret conversation between the Br i t i sh Secretary Peter 

Brooke w i th Gerry Adams. B r i t i sh wanted to reassure the Republ icans 

that the Great Br i t a in had no own interests i n Northern Ireland. S i n n 

Fe in in 1992 publ i shed a document Towards A Last ing Peace. (Melichar, 

2017) In this document S i n n Fe in proclaimed that the future of the 

Northern Ireland shou ld be negotiated by polit ics not by violence. Their 

previous demand to B r i t i sh soldiers immediate leaving was left. Th is 

document d id not amaze the Br i t i sh . They considered these steps to be 

obvious. 

In 1993 started the new secret negotiations between J o h n Hume 

and Gerry Adams. These negotiations had a support of Albert Reynolds 

- the Ir ish Prime Minister . The document started the new negotiations 

between the Ir ish and Br i t i sh governments. In December 1993 was 

publ i shed the Downing Street Declarat ion and the negotiation between 

Albert Reynolds and John Major started. Th is document helped to a 

complete cessation of mi l i tary activities by PIRA on 3 1 s t August 1994. 

Combined Loyalist Mi l i tary C o m m a n d issued a statement announc ing a 

ceasefire on 1 3 t h October 1994. (Melichar, 2017) 

The Framework Documents were created and agreed by the 

Br i t i sh and Ir ish Government in February 1995. The purpose of their 

creation was the restoration of the Northern Ireland O. The major 

obstacle of the peace process was the d isarmament of PIRA. B u t this 

step was the essential condit ion for the allowance S i n n Fein to j o in the 

Peace Process. The first informal talk between Patr ick Mayhew, the 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and Gerry Adams was at an 

investment conference in Washington, USA . The Br i t i sh and Ir ish 



Government issued a Jo in t Communique in October 1995. These two 

governments have invited Amer ican Senator George Mitche l l . He was 

nominated to chair the International Body and was responsible for the 

invitat ion of the other members of the body. Th is group was asked to 

introduce a report i n J a n u a r y 1996. (Frank, 2006) 

5.2 U S A I N V O L V E M E N T 

The U S A were engaged into the Troubles because of the pressure 

of the I r ish-American lobby. B i l l C l in ton had also this point i n h is 

election program. The Ireland wanted the external members to j o in the 

negotiations. Gerry Adams was given a v i sa to enter the U S A in J a n u a r y 

1994. He could j o in the peace conference and this helped to the 

cessation of mi l i tary activities by PIRA in 1993. (Melichar, 2017) 

As was previously agreed the International Body publ i shed the 

Mi tche l l report i n Belfast on 2 4 t h J a n u a r y 1996. The ma in part of this 

report was the decommiss ioning process, the next part was 

recommendat ions about the pr inciples of democracy and non-violence. 

O n 9 t h February 1996 PIRA exploded the bomb in London. Two people 

were ki l led and a lot of people injured. Th is act was the end of IRA 

ceasefire. 

The Northern Ireland F o r u m met for the first time in Belfast on 

14 t h J u n e 1996. S i n n Fe in was excluded because of the absence of PIRA 

ceasefire. O n 1 5 t h J u n e PIRA exploded the bomb in Manchester . Large 

part of the city centre was destroyed and 200 people injured. O n the 

other side R U C prevented a march by Portadown Orangemen on 7 t h 

J u l y . The protest marches by Loyal ists began to spread across Northern 

Ireland. 

In May 1997 Tony B la i r became a new Prime Minister . In J u n e he 

visited Northern Ireland. The new Ir ish Prime Minis ter was elected 

Bertie Ahern . Bo th governments agreed they would not p u s h the 



immediate decommiss ioning of PIRA. PIRA agreed wi th this request and 

declared a renewal of the ceasefire. (Frank, 2006) 

The pol i t ical negotiations lasted for next six months , the chair of 

them was George Mitche l l . He and h is International Body were 

responsible for the ta lks. The part ic ipants of the ta lks were the Ir ish 

and Br i t i sh Governments and the parties of Northern Ireland - SDLP , 

S inn Fe in , AP, U U P and PUP (Progressive Union is t Party). 

5.3 G O O D FRIDAY A G R E E M E N T 

In M a r c h 1998 George Mi tche l l set up the deadline for the f inding 

of an agreement on 9 t h Ap r i l 1998. The parties signed a Belfast 

Agreement on 1 0 t h Ap r i l 1998. Th is agreement is better known as "Good 

Fr iday Agreement". 

The Agreement that replaced the Anglo-Ir ish Agreement had three ma in 

themes - the first one was about the Northern Ireland self-government, 

the second one was about the relation between the Northern Ireland 

and the Republ ic of Ireland and the last theme deal w i th the 

col laboration between the Br i t i sh and Ir ish governments. (Frank, 2006) 

Th is agreement requested to use only the democratic and peaceful 

means for the solut ion of the conflict, there was emphasis on the 

respect between the Cathol ics and Protestant communit ies . 

Here are some of the ma in points of the agreement: 

• Ireland unders tands that Northern Ireland is a part of the Uni ted 

K ingdom 

• The residents have an opportunity to have Br i t i sh or Ir ish 

ci t izenship or both of them 

• The Government of Ireland Act 1920 was repealed 

• A 108-member Assembly w i l l be elected and wi l l exercise ful l 

legislative and executive authori ty 

• Nor th/South Min is ter ia l Counc i l w i l l be establ ished 

• Br i t i sh- I r i sh Counc i l w i l l be establ ished 



• The other points deal w i th the h u m a n rights, economic, social 

and cu l tu ra l issues, d isarmament , security, pol ic ing and just ice 

O n Fr iday 2 2 n d May 1998 the people in the Northern Ireland and 

the Republ ic of Ireland voted on Good Fr iday Agreement. The results: 

Northern Ireland - Yes 71 ,12%, No 2 8 , 8 8 % (turnout 81,1%). 

Republ ic of Ireland - Yes 94 ,39%, No 5 ,61% (56,26%). Before this 

referendum Tony B la i r visited the Northern Ireland, B i l l C l in ton sent 

a personal message to the people in the Northern Ireland. U2 had a 

concert i n Belfast that was arranged to support "Yes" campaign. 

Dur ing this concert met the leaders of S D L P and U U P . (Melaugh) 

5.4 1998-2000 

One month after the s igning of the Good Fr iday Agreement was 

the first election of members of the Northern Ireland Assembly. U U P got 

28 seats, S D L P 24, D U P 20, S i n n Fe in 18, Al l iance Party of Northern 

Ireland 6, U K Union is t Party 5, Progressive Unionis t Party 2 and 

Northern Ireland Women's Coal i t ion 2. 

A l though the agreement was signed and the Assembly had the 

first members, the violence was not stopped immediately. Dur ing the 

summer appeared the new clashes between the ind iv iduals from both 

sides of the conflict. The worst incident happened on 1 5 t h August 1998 

in Omagh. It was an act ion of the Real Ir ish Republ ican A rmy (RIRA) 

also known as Real IRA - it was formed in 1997. By this incident were 

28 people k i l led, 250 injured. Another person died next day because of 

the serious injuries. Among the v ict ims were 2 smal l chi ldren younger 2 

years, one pregnant woman and young pair that came to this place for 

holiday. Th is violent act was immediately condemned by the society and 

main ly by Gerry Adams. Because of this reaction RIRA declared a truce 

on 7 t h September 1998. (O'Brien, 2003) 

Based on the Belfast Agreement the Northern Ireland self-

government, where the Union is ts and National ists were work ing for the 



first time together, was finally establ ished on 2 n d December 1999. It was 

not possible to start earlier because one of the points of the Belfast 

Agreement was also the decommiss ioning of the mi l i tary groups. B u t 

this process d id not go so quick ly as supposed, so at the end of 

November 1999 was agreed that the time for the decommiss ioning 

should be extended t i l l 1 5 t h February 2000. (Sobotka, 2000) 

5.5 D E C O M M I S S I O N I N G 

The process of IRA decommiss ioning was not easy because IRA 

was now wi l l ing to hand over their guns according to the p lan. Gerry 

Adams met B i l l C l in ton in J a n u a r y 2000 in Washington. C l in ton 

supported the Northern Ireland Peace Process and urged Adams to 

speed up the process of IRA decommissioning. David Tr imble - the 

leader of U U P and the First Min is ter - announced if the deadline for the 

decommiss ioning would not be met, he is ready to resign. 

The deadline was not met and on 1 1 t h February 2000 the activity 

of the Northern Ireland self-government was interrupted and Direct 

Rule of the Northern Ireland was restored. Th is B r i t i sh direct governing 

role ended on 3 0 t h May 2000. (Melaugh) Th is interrupt ion of the self-

government happened twice i n 2001 - i n both cases jus t for 1 day. The 

first interrupt ion was on 1 0 t h August 2001 . The Independent 

International Commiss ion on Decommiss ion ing brought an 

announcement that IRA agreed a p lan of the process. B u t this p lan was 

rejected by U U P because the wanted to see the act ion immediately. After 

this rejection and the decision of the Br i t i sh government to suspend the 

Assembly, IRA withdrew the p lan . IRA explained the reasons for its 

wi thdrawal : 

"Condit ions therefore do not exist for progressing our proposit ion. We 

are wi thdrawing our proposal . The IRA leadership w i l l cont inue to 

monitor developments. Peacekeeping is a collective effort". 



"Condit ions therefore do not exist for progressing our proposit ion. We 

are wi thdrawing our proposal . The IRA leadership w i l l cont inue to 

monitor developments. Peacekeeping is a collective effort". (Melaugh) 

The second interrupt ion was on 2 1 s t September 2001 when the 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland J o h n Reid suspended the 

Northern Ireland Assembly because this interrupt ion gave to the 

pol i t ical parties another six weeks to f ind a solut ion and elect new First 

Min is ter and Deputy First Minister . 

Despite of the pol i t ic ians tried to f ind a way how to avoid any 

other bloodshed, the violence on the streets cont inued. 

O n 2 2 n d October Gerry Adams, the leader of S i n n Fe in , had a 

meeting w i th David Tr imble and J o h n Reid. After that he had a speech 

and asked IRA to decommiss ion. The next day IRA answered that they 

wi l l start immediately to decommiss ion. The Br i t i sh side informed on 

2 5 t h October that they w i l l start w i th the demolit ion of their mi l i tary 

objects. (Melaugh) 

The Independent International Commiss ion on Decommiss ion ing 

announced on 2 6 t h September 2005 that IRA had no more guns 

anymore. 

The s i tuat ion in the Northern Ireland in the present is largely 

peaceful. Time to time the violence can be seen but it is an act of 

indiv iduals . 

5.6 BREXIT 

The new problem has ar isen when U K decided to leave European 

Un ion . In fact there would appear again the border between the 

Northern Ireland and the Republ ic of Ireland because the Republ ic of 

Ireland remains in the European Un ion . A new deal known as Windsor 

Framework was announced this year. It reduces the checks of the goods 

at the border. Th is deal was approved by the U K parl iament but D U P 

voted against it. In these days the North Ireland Assembly is wai t ing for 

the further negotiation because D U P is refusing to take part i n the 



government and current ly the Northern Ireland reached stalemate. 

Hopefully they w i l l f ind any qu ick solut ion that w i l l be appreciated by 

a l l parties and wi l l not increase the tension in the society again. 

Conclusion 

The a im of my bachelor 's thesis was not to f ind who is the culpr i t of this 

conflict. I wanted more to show wh i ch can be the consequences of the 

bad communicat ion , what can happen when the neighbours live i n the 

different worlds. How far can be their problems escalated. 

Because most of people cannot and do not want imagine the s i tuat ion, 

they lose their relatives, friends, homes. We a l l live quite comfortable 

lives and do not th ink about such si tuat ions. 

B u t it is not so long ago and this conflict was on its peak and many 

people had to th ink about their safety and future w i th the anxiety. 

Nobody of them expected that the s i tuat ion wi l l be so escalated. I th ink 

most of them did not want to see the dying or dead people on the streets 

inc lud ing chi ldren. 

A lot of them maybe have the anxieties forever because according to 

Brexit nobody knows what the further negotiation brings. A n d of course 

many people are st i l l not satisfied what the Belfast Agreement brought. 

The life i n the North Ireland is from many views on the edge. 

B u t the negotiation wi th involvement of the th i rd party appeared to be 

helpful and hopefully it gave to the promises and cooperation a 

sufficient emphasis and both sides would be always wi l l ing to f ind the 

best way for the people l iv ing in the Northern Ireland. 
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APPENDICES 

Figure 1: Local people wa lk ing past a B r i t i sh soldier on guard in 

Northern Ireland, August 1969. 
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Northern-Ire land-history/The-Sunningdale-Agreement-hunger-str ikes-

Bobbv-Sands-and-the-Br ighton-bombing 

Figure 2: Protesters against ongoing violence in Northern Ireland 

gathering on S h a n k i l l Road, Belfast, Northern Ireland, August 1976. 
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Figure 3: A young Cathol ic rioter throws a stone at a B r i t i sh armored 
jeep dur ing a ral ly i n Londonderry protesting the recent Bloody Sunday 
ki l l ings. M a r c h 2, 1972. (Photo: BOUI D E TOROUT) 
Retrieved from: https: / /allthatsinteresting.eom/the-troubles#40 

Figure 4: A young boy and an old m a n stand amid the destruct ion 
following a night of riots i n the Fal ls Road in West Belfast. August 1976. 
(Photo: A l an Le Garsmeur) 
Retrieved from: https: / /allthatsinteresting.eom/the-troubles#27 
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Figure 5: Bobby Sands 
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Figure 6: Wa l l (Getty Images) 
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RÉSUMÉ 

Tato práce se zaměřuje n a konfl ikt 20. století, který probíhal několik 

desetiletí v Severním I rsku. Jde především o zmapování skutečností, 

které vedly k tomu, že se z nenásilných protestů stal dlouhodobý 

ozbrojený a krvavý konfl ikt, který s i vyžádal spoustu mrtvých n a obou 

znepřátelených stranách. 


