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The submitted thesis deals with the above-mentioned topics in three pieces of Conrad's 
prose (Heart of Darkness, Lord Jim, The Nigger of the Narcisssus). After a brief 
Introduction on the aims and structure of the thesis, the first part (pp. 2-16) introduces 
Conrad, outlining his biography and describing his personal experience with Africa and 
the merchant navy. It also presents the historical background of the period and defines 
colonialism and other concepts. The main body of the study (pp. 17-45) is devoted to 
Conrad's treatment of the topic in the three above-mentioned novels. It provides a 
cogent analysis of the works, his findings can be approved. The candidate has carefully 
analysed the pertinent aspects of the novels and drawn appropriate conclusions, his 
ideas are supported by relevant primary and secondary sources. A very good part of 
the study is the chapter on Chinua Achebe's critical view of Conrad's prose (pp. 46-53) 
with an apt candidate's evaluation. The final part consists of an apposite summarizing 
Conclusion and Bibliography (pp. 54-59). The standard of language and style is good 
throughout (except some misprints or minor grammar mistakes (e.g. p. 17) and the 
formal aspects of the thesis, references and bibliography comply with the 
requirements. The thesis shows the candidate's appropriate knowledge of the issues 
discussed. In conclusion, the candidate has manifested his ability to produce a study 
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fulfilling all the necessary standards and requirements for a Mgr. thesis in the field. 

Otázky k obhajobě 
What can you say about the readership of Conrad's prose nowadays? 
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