Filozoficka fakulta Univerzity Palackého

Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky

Americ¢ané a Nankingsky masakr

bakalatska prace

Autor: Kristyna Veseld, anglicka filologie
Vedouci prace: PhDr. Matthew Sweney, M.A.

Olomouc 2010



Palacky University Faculty of Arts

English Department

The Americans and the Nanking Massacre

Bachelor Work

Author: Kristyna Vesela, English philology
Supervisor: PhDr. Matthew Sweney, M.A.

Olomouc 2010



Prohlasuji, Ze jsem tuto bakalafskou praci vypracovala samostatné a uvedla Gplny
seznam citované a pouzité literatury.

V Olomouci dne 12.5.2010



I hereby certify that I wrote this bachelor work myself using only the referenced
sources.

In Olomouc 12.5.2010



Acknowledgement

I would like to thank my supervisor Matthew Sweney for his patience and
valuable comments. I would also like to thank people from Nanking for their
hospitality that I was lucky to experience for five months.

And above all, I would like to thank all the people who contributed to the fact

that this work is finally completed.



Podékovani

Rada bych podckovala vedoucimu své bakaldiské prace, kterym je Matthew
Sweney, za trpélivost a cenné rady. Také bych rdda pod€kovala obyvatelim mésta
Nankingu za jejich pohostinnost, kterou jsem méla to Stésti po pét mésict zazit.

A ptedevsim bych rada podékovala vSem, ktefi ptispéli k tomu, Ze je tato prace

konecéné hotova.



Table of Contents

1. Introduction

2.1 The Situation Preceding the Nanking Massacre
2.2. The Incident Itself

11

2.2.1. NO Prisoners 0f War .........cccoeciieviiiiiieiieiteie e
2.2.2. The Killing of Civilians.........cccecceevieerieeriienieeieeie e
2.2.3. Rapes and Comfort HOUSES .......ccccceeeieeiiecieiiieiecieciecee e

3. Safety Zone

4.1. Ordinary People Saving Ordinary People

4.1.1. MiINNie VAULTIN......cooiviieeereee e eeieee e eeteee e e eeareeeeeaneee s
4.1.2. Robert O. WIlSOMN........cciiiiuiiiieirieeeeieee et
4.1.3. IVAHYNAS coevieiiieiieeeeeeee et
4.1.4. Grace BaUCT.......ccooiuviiiiiei et
4.1.5 Wilson Plumer MillS........ccooooovviiiiiiiieeeeieee e
4.1.6. JOhn Mo0OOT€ AlISON ....eeeiereiieeieee et
4.1.7. Charles Henry RigES ......cccecvveiiiiiiieiieieeie e
4.1.8 JaMES ESPY -.eeiuiiiiiiiiiiieete ettt

4.1.9. Archibald Alexander McFadyen

5. The USA is to blame

4.1.10. George Ashmore Fitch..........ccoocieiiiiiiiiiiiiieceece e
4111, JORN MAZEC.....cciieiieiieie ettt
4.1.12. Miner Searle Bates .......cccuveeeeiuveeieiieeeeeeee e
4.1.13 Lewis S.C. SMYLhE ...cceovoiieiieiieie et
4.1.14. Ernest H. FOISteT........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
4.1.15. Frank Tillman Durdin...........ccceeoeeiieiioiiieeeeeee e

6. Japanese — United States Relations
7. The Japanese Seek Only Peace

8. Conclusion

9. Summary

11. Works Cited

14
17
20
21
24
28
29
35
38
38
39
40
41
4
4
43
44
45
46
46
47
48
52
54
55
57
66



1. Introduction
The aim of this work is to depict the influence of American policy and American

individuals on the incidents happening in Nanking' in the winter of 1937/1938, as
well as to describe the consequences of this influence.

Nanking incidents, later known as the Nanking massacre, have played an
important role both in terms of Chinese and the United States history. Due to the fact
that Nanking was that time capital of China, the fall of the city into Japanese hands
was regarded as a milestone in the Japanese efforts to conquer whole China. During
the Tokyo Trial, held in 1946, Japanese society for the first time heard witnesses from
other people than Japanese soldiers and the massacre was used as a main example of
the Japanese atrocities committed in Asia.” The shock, which arose in Japan after
hearing the truth about what happened in Nanking however quickly changed into the
denial of the massacre, which resulted in the fact that Japanese government has never
apologized and in the fact that even sixty years after, films denying the Massacre are
produced (The Truth of Nanking), books published (4 Big Doubt about the Rape of
Nanking) or history textbooks altered.

The policy of the United States in 1937 and the following years can be briefly
characterized as a policy of non-intervention, which was in contrast with agreements
signed in the previous years such as the agreement signed at Washington Naval
Conference, in which signatories (including the USA and Japan) among others
promised to respect the territorial integrity of China. It is a well-known fact, that the

end of this policy was marked by the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.

! While the official modern transcription is "Nanjing" the majority of historical documents in English use

"Nanking"
2 "The Nanking massacre", Basic Facts on the Nanking Massacre and the Tokyo War Crimes Trial, 1993, April
2010 < http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15000/15000-h/voll.html>.
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After the war the USA active role in Asia can be proved on their full engagement in
the Tokyo Trial in 1946, where among others Japanese atrocities in Nanking were
discussed.

Speaking of the individual Americans, due to lack of written materials it was
impossible for me to describe lives and contributions of all Americans who were in
Nanking in any time from December 13, 1937 when the Japanese army for the first
time entered the city to January 1938. Although as I will prove later in my work, the
atrocities were not limited only to the six weeks after December 13, this period is
beyond question regarded as the time were most of the atrocities happened and most
people died. For this reason I have chosen fifteen people of American nationality, who
were during the period mentioned above in Nanking and whose contributions are
mentioned in written materials.

Nowadays, it is beyond question that without foreigners' presence in Nanking,
numbers of dead and rapes would be much higher, and there would be much less
written or visual sources (if any).However, due to further development of Chinese and
American policies, their contributions were often underestimated, missed out and
during the Korean War the foreigners were believed to be allies of Japanese, working
against the Chinese citizens in Nanking. "Before the United States normalized its
relations with China in 1979, the Nanking massacre received only scant attention in
the media or form other sources."’ The interest in the subject of the Nanking
massacre was in the United States fully awaken by the Iris Chang's book Rape of
Nanking published in 1997, which however also initiated new waves of publishing

denying literature and films.

3 Takashi Yoshida, The Making of the "Rape of Nanking": History and Memory in Japan, China, and the

United States (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006) 114.
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Furthermore, I have attempted to contrast consequences of actions of individuals
in Nanking with the results of that time policy of the United States in order to prove
that the former and latter were in the majority of cases in opposition. My thesis also
focuses on depicting how the stay of Americans in Nanking during the winter of 1937
and their participation in winter incidents later influenced their lives.

For the reasons mentioned above, I have divided my work into three parts. The
first briefly describes the political situation preceding the incident, focusing on the
incident itself and stating three major sorts of atrocities and also outlining ways and
methods how Americans helped to reduce them. The second part focuses on the
description of the Safety Zone®, the area established by foreigners in Nanking primary
in order to help civilians and refugees. This part also deals with the description of life
and the contribution of individual American as well as depicting the consequences of
their stay in Nanking. Since I had the opportunity to read the diaries of several
individuals, in their cases I have also tried to find reasons for their motivation and
actions. The third part concentrates on the motivations and actions of American

representatives and American policy not only toward China, but also towards Japan.

4 Hereafter I will afer to this as "SZ"
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2.1 The Situation Preceding the Nanking Massacre

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."

Japan, a country separated from China only by a strip of water, has much in
common with China. However, speaking of the differences, their importance as
regards the Nanking massacre was crucial. In the view of Japanese society, the most
valuable member was a soldier, whereas from the point of view of the Chinese the
highest post in the social structure was occupied by scholars.® As a result of this, very
strict military-style education which included corporal punishment was introduced to
Japanese schools in the thirties.” Also, the army had a constitutional right to appoint a
Minister of War and in case that they decided to vote him off, it meant the fall of the
whole government.®

Moreover, the political situation significantly differed. The main goal of Japanese
policy at that time was to acquire a world hegemony, and therefore first conquer Asia.
The Chinese policy from January 1936 when the Chinese Communist Party publicly
offered the “hand of friendship” to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek providing the
condition that he would take up arms against Japan, was also officially unified. Yet, in
the following years relations between the Communist Party and Kuomintang
represented by Chiang Kai-shek became very strained, and in some cases even the

common policy of resistance against Japan was neglected.’

> George Santayana, Reason in Common Sense, 1980, Project Gutenberg, Feb. 2005, Project Gutenberg &

PROMO.NET, April 2010 < http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15000/15000-h/voll.html >.

6 See Edwin P. Hoyt, Japonsko ve valce: Velky pacificky konflikt, trans. Jan Hrdina, original title: Japan's
War:The Great Pacific Conflict (Praha: OLDAG, 2000) 14.

7 See Iris Chang, Nankingsky masakr, trans. Jifi Gojda, original title: The Rape of Nanking (Praha: Ivo
Zelezny, 1998) 31.

8 Bernard Victor Aloysius Roling, Tokijsky proces, trans. Pavel Veres, original title: The Tokyo Trial (Praha:
Mlada Fronta, 1995) 47.

o United States Relations With China: With Special Reference to the Period 1944-1949 (Washington, DC.:
US Government Printing Office, 1949) 46-53.
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There are many proves that the Japanese also planned the war with the USA. As
Okawa Sumei, a member of Japanese generality stated, Japan represents the most
powerful Asian country and the USA represents the most powerful country of the
West, therefore the clash between them is inevitable.'® One of the possible reasons for
their desire for the clash could be the strong connection between the Japanese and the
American market that the clash could have break or change for the advantage of
Japan. To give an example of the connection, after the Wall Street Crash in 1929,
American demand for luxurious goods including Japanese silk has fallen dramatically.
Also, the Chinese disappointed with the result of Versailles agreement, decided to
boycott Japanese goods. As a consequence, Japan was struggling with the problem
how to feed its 60 million inhabitants using only 142,270 square miles of in majority
infertile soil. And, some members of Japanese military, such as Sadao Araki started to
point out the injustice of land and territory division in the world and also at the fact
that, the United States itself apart from its own territory also posses over 700,000

square miles in its colonies."'

All in all, there were many steps taken by the Japanese government that could
draw the attention of either the Chinese or the American government to the necessity
of quick action. Only to name the most striking ones - the battle of Shanghai in 1932,
followed by the declaration of former Chinese Manchuria to be an independent state
(under the control of Japan) in the same year, Japan’s departure from the League of
Nation in 1933, their attempt to convert five northern Chinese provinces into an
autonomous areas and many other Japanese actions in the following years left no

place for any politician or diplomat to say that the Japanese invasion in Nanking in

1 Chang 26-27.
I Chang 25-26.
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1937 was surprising or impossible to prevent. In a statement to the press on December
5, 1935, Cordell Hull defined the position of the United States toward the Japanese

army penetrating into China:

Unusual developments in any part of China are rightfully and
necessarily of concern not alone to the Government and people
of China but to all of the many powers which have interest in
China. For, in relations with China and in China, the treaty rights
and the treaty obligations of the ‘treaty powers’ are in general
identical. The United States is one of those powers. '

However, if these words and promises were realized, the Nanking massacre
would have been prevented. Instead, the United States decided to close its eyes on

China for more than five years.

12 United States Relations With China: With Special Reference to the Period 1944-1949, 17.
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2.2. The Incident Itself

And maps can really point to places
Where life is evil now:

Nanking. Dachau.

W.H. Auden"

From November 8, 1937, after conquering Shanghai, the Japanese troops marched
toward Nanking, at that-time the capital of China, from two routes: one tailed behind
the left wing of the Japanese troops, the other concentrated their forces on the route to
Suzhou with the aim of blocking the route of retreat of the Chinese troops. '* On
November 27 General Tang Shengzhi, who was in charge of defending the city of
Nanking, called a press conference for foreign reporters where he announced that the
city would not surrender, and would fight to the death. In addition he stated that he
himself is prepared to either live or die with the city."’

However, now we know that the Chinese president Chiang Kai-shek, apart from
the plan of defending the city, had another plan in reserve, which he started to realize
in the second part of November. At that time he ordered the majority of government
officers to relocate to three other cities west from Nanking.' By December 1, the
national government of China had moved to Wuhan.'” Whole museum collections
were being moved outside the city and on December 8 Chiang Kai-shek with his wife
and advisors left the city.'®

The city was in chaos. It is obvious that by that time every citizen of Nanking was

aware of the fact that the government was not sure if they have enough power to

13 W.H.Auden, W.H.Auden: the critical heritage, ed. John Haffenden (New York: Routledge, 1983) 295.
14 See Kaiyuan Zhang, Eyewitness to massacre: American missionaries bear witness to Japanese atrocities in
Nanjing (New York: East Gate Book, 2001) xix.

13 Chang 61.
16 Chang 61

7 Zhang xix.
'8 Chang 63.
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defend the city. Still, not everybody was able or willing to leave the city. Some
probably feared to leave their businesses or homes without supervision, some did not
have enough money even to buy some food for the journey, had such big families that
they were afraid that leaving the city could separate them forever, and some were not
fit enough to travel or as it happened in many cases, walk for hours. In my opinion a
lot of people stayed in the city simply because of the fact that they did not suppose
themselves to be in danger of being killed for sport, for gain, or for no reason at all.

As a part of the defense about one hundred thousand Chinese soldiers arrived to
Nanking, a great part of which was untrained or wounded from the battle of Shanghai.
Soldiers, whom as Iris Chang, author of the famous book Rape of Nanking, presumes,
were often recruited against their will or even kidnapped.'” Consequently, not largely
motivated to defend the city, they had no relation, side by side to those, who
kidnapped them. And, presumably even if they were willing to cooperate, due to the
big dialect diversity in China, they were experiencing problems in communication
with one another.

After having fighting severely for several days, Tang decided to support the start
of truce negotiations with the Japanese troops.”’ However, on December 11 he
received an order to retreat from Chiang Kai-shek. He himself was by Chiang Kai-
shek directed to leave his troops and flee to safety.”’ From today’s point of view, it is
hard to speculate whether Tang himself would have preferred to stay in Nanking and
so keep his promise to live or die with the city or given the opportunity and not an
order, leave the city and flee to safety.

Chang presumes the execution of this order was the main reason why Nanking

' Chang 64.
20 Chang 65.
2 Chang 66.
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fell into the Japanese hands so quickly. She also states that some senior officers, after
being informed, for various reasons did not spread the message about quick retreating
among their subordinates. Consequently, some soldiers seeing their informed brothers-
in-arms running away from battle, started shooting.

In addition, by the time they started retreating, there was only one relatively safe
way to escape from Nanking — to cross the river. Nearby the city gate leading towards
the river, crowds of people were waiting for any vessel to get them over the river. No
wonder Nanking civilians seeing soldiers, who as they presumed, were far more
informed than them, to tread down their brothers-in-arms in order to get into a vessel,

started to panic.
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2.2.1. No Prisoners of War

As the Chinese soldiers were trapped in Nanking, they started to get rid of their
garments and mingle into the ordinary crowd in the SZ, begging them for ordinary
clothes. The situation of the Chinese soldiers was really pitiful. They thought their
only chance was to disguise themselves to look undistinguishable from civilians.
However, they did not know that not only would their disguise not help them, but it
would often be also a pretence to capture or kill any man or boy strong enough to
carry a gun.

I feel obliged to state that for example in the book Nankingsky maskar 1 have
found references that in some cases Japanese soldiers tried to find out whether a man
has a military past usually by looking at their hands (looking for either marks from
using a gun or manual work that would exempt them from the possibility of being a
soldier), shoulders (looking for marks of rucksack straps), forehead and hair (looking
for the marks of wearing a cap) and feet (looking for blisters from long marches) or
releasing them if somebody as their relative came to claim them (almost all soldiers,
in order to prevent them from desertion, were from parts of China far from Nanking;
therefore if somebody was claimed, there was a high probability that he was not a
soldier). In the film Nanking, directed by Bill Guttentag and Dan Sturman® it is
stated that it was Vautrin, one of the foreigners in Nanking in charge of the SZ who
thought the system of claiming relatives out. However, there is no mention about her
connection with this system in any written material I came across.

On the December 13, Vautrin, wrote in her diary that she knew that they were

many disarmed soldiers hiding in the SZ. Some sources even claim that she herself

2 Nanking, Dir. Bill Guttentag and Dan Sturman,2007, Fotissimo Films, 2010, DVD.
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was hiding tens of soldiers in the loft of Ginling College. However, there is no
mention of this in her diary or diaries of other foreigners. In my opinion the possibility
that she herself would initiate hiding in the SZ is not probable mainly because of the
fact that by hiding in the SZ, Chinese soldiers put all civilians there in danger.

It is evident in what way they posed a danger to male civilians. But, how could
they endanger female civilians? As searching for soldiers became a frequent excuse to
get to the SZ to kidnap women, foreigners that were in charge of individual parts of
SZ could not prevent them from entering. Also, the Japanese side later on used hiding
as an explanation for their entries to SZs (even if several diary records prove that by
far not every entry could be justified by searching for Chinese soldiers). In the book
The Nanking Massacre: Fact versus Fiction, it is claimed that the rounding up of the
Chinese soldiers was made to protect the lives of the civilians of the city. “Had the
remaining Chinese soldiers who discarded their uniforms attacked from the SZ, which
existed only for civilians, the lives of those civilians would have been in danger”. >

From the point of view of Chinese soldiers, the SZ was probably the only way to
survive. Soon after the fall of Nanking, it became obvious that not only were Chinese
soldiers killed for sport, for no reason at all, as a part of a killing competition, but also
systematically slaughtered. As early as December 13 there was an order delivered to
the 66™ Battalion that all war prisoners must be executed. This order in detail
explained the method of execution, its start and end.”* From that time on, according
to many testimonials, groups of prisoners bound together were escorted to the
outskirts of the city by the Japanese, not to return again.

Some Japanese nationalists explain many cases of killing and maltreatment of

= Shudo Higashinakano, The Nanking Massacre: Fact versus Fiction (Tokyo: Sekai Shuppan, Inc., 2005) 66.

2 Chang 38.
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Chinese soldiers by pointing at obscurities in the documents instructing dealing with
war prisoners and also at the fact that Japan in fact had not issued a declaration of war
to Chiang Kai-shek’s government and for that reason they felt it inappropriate to act in
accordance with specific items in the Convention, in their entirety.”
[T]The Army refused to accord to captives taken in the fighting the
status and the rights of Prisoners of War. Muto says that it was
officially decided in 1938 to continue to call the war in China
and "Incident" and to continue for that reason to refuse to apply
the rules of war to the conflict. *°
As a matter of fact, even if all foreigners in charge of SZs decided not to allow

one single soldier in, the execution of this order would be impossible as the soldiers

had nothing to lose and would try anything to get in there.

25
26

Higashinakano 61.

See Substantive and Procedural Aspects of International Criminal Law: The experience of International
and National Courts, ed. Gabrielle Kirk McDonald and Olivia Swaak-Goldman (Hague: Graham & Trotman Ltd.,
2000) 774. Muto was a general in the Imperial Japanese Army during World War I1.
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2.2.2. The Killing of Civilians

Due to the fact that mass killing of soldiers happened outside the city, there are
only very few testimonials (including the soldiers who by chance survived), post-war
testimonials of some Japanese soldiers or photos of bodies in mass graves. On the
other hand due to the fact that killing of civilians happened in the city, there are much
evidence from both eye witnesses and diaries and letters of foreigners.

However, some Japanese nationalists explain that these diary records are either
false or misunderstood. Using the example of a diary record of John Rabe (German),
where he describe bodies of civilians with bullets in their backs lying every 100 or
200 yards, the Japanese oppose that Rabe was wrong in saying these people were
civilians simply due to the fact that there were no civilians outside the SZ at that time,
so probably they were Chinese soldiers posed as civilians.”” They use similar
explanations while explaining other diary records written by Rabe or the Americans
Fitch and Smith. In some cases the Japanese side even stated that victims were shot by
the Chinese Supervisory Unit, refusing that even one civilian was killed.

Hence the exact figure of death is not known and the goal of my work is not to
speculate the number of deaths, I will state only the figure estimated by the Chinese
government and used by scientists working in the Museum of Nanking Massacre,
which is 300, 000 deaths (including soldiers) and the fact that burial societies and
other organizations counted more than 150,000 bodies which they buried. These
figures do not take into account those persons whose bodies were destroyed by
burning, or by throwing them into the Yangtze River, or otherwise disposed of by

28
Japanese.

2 Higashinakano 61.

8 See Chang, 89.
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2.2.3. Rapes and Comfort Houses

Related to the number of deaths mentioned in the previous chapter is the number
of people, especially women who did not die by the hand of Japanese soldiers, but as a
consequence of rape either committed suicide or killed babies who were conceived as
the result of being raped by a Japanese soldier. The situation of girls and women was
with no doubt horrible. In fact, there was no place in the city at any time of the day
that would guarantee them safety. For many of them, Ginling College, which became
a part of the SZ dedicated solely for women and children, became an unattainable
destination. Many women in order not to be raped on the way to the Ginling College
disguised themselves as very old women or even men by shaving their hair and
covering their faces in dirt.”’ Some of them, especially those having small children
that could reveal their identity, stayed at home.

My goal is not to focus on the horrors that happened to the raped women but to
focus on the influence of decision or action of foreigners which in some cases
precluded rapes, but in some unfortunately had the opposite consequence.

For example Vautrin after hearing that many young women were taken from their
homes to be raped or to become prostitutes, allowed from December 15 young women
and children to enter the SZ freely. However, older women, who had been mistakenly
supposed not to be in danger of being raped, were asked to stay at home.” Later on, it
became clear that raping cases included the age group from twelve years old to over
eighty, pregnant women not excluded.

Some people may ask why did she not allow women and girls to enter freely from

29
Chang 85.

30 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project, Apr. 2010

<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
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the beginning? In my opinion if she did so, food supplies that were so low that were
often not provided to all women, would definitely be not sufficient. Also, I think she
was fully aware of the danger of concentrating so many people in one place. In many
diary records of various foreigners, I found a notice that women were afraid to leave
the SZ to get some water to drink. I suppose the situation regarding water for hygiene
was much worse.

The Nanking massacre, due to the high number of raped women is sometimes
referred to as the Rape of Nanking, achieved its ill-fame as being the first place where
Japanese military comfort stations were systematically established.”'

Responding to Western powers' criticism at the massive rapes in
Nanjing, the Japanese high command made plans around that
time to create a vast network of brothels where thousands of
"comfort women" would sexually service soldiers. Japanese
historians say the plan was launched in the hope that the
existence of official brothels would reduce the incidence of
random rape among local women and diminish the opportunities
for international condemnation.

Consequently, comfort station, sometimes also referred as comfort houses, served
for Japanese soldiers either in occupied areas or on the frontlines to comfort
themselves by having sex with local women. As Chang depicts, sometimes these girls
or women were bound to a bed or armchair as objects.”® Speaking of the connection
of comfort houses and the United States, from August 1945 to spring 1946, comfort
stations were with the approval of American occupation authorities used and visited

by American Gls in Japan.’* Although the connection did not last a long time, I think

it could contribute to later negligence of these cases after the Second World War and

3 See Washington Coalition For Comfort Women Issue, Apr. 2010 <http://www.comfort-

women.org/history.html>.

32 Antoaneta Bezlova, "Nanking: Inflaming China's 70-year wound," Washington Post, 11 Jul 2007, Apr. 2010
< http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/IG11AdO1.html >.

3 Chang 82.

34 Eric Talmadge, "GIs Frequented Japan's 'Comfort Women'," Washington Post 25 April 2007, April 2010

<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/25/AR2007042501801.html>.
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the fact that the US Congress passed a resolution as late as in 2007 demanding an
unambiguous apology from Japan for coercing Asian women to work in the military

brothel.*>

33 See Antoaneta Bezlova, "Nanking: Inflaming China's 70-year wound," Washington Post 11 Jul 2007, April

2010 < http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/IG11Ad01.html>.
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3. Safety Zone

In November 1937 as the Japanese troops were approaching Nanking, a group of
foreigners established the Nanking Safety Zone Committee, Nanking Safety Zone and
the Refugee Zone. The idea was inspired by the establishment of a similar zone in
Shanghai in November 1937, initiated by W. Plumer Mills. The SZ included Nanking
University, Ginling College for Women, the American Embassy and several buildings
owned by the Chinese government.

It was [also] composed of a score of refugee camps that
occupied an area of about 3.4 square miles (8.6 square
kilometers). On December 1, 1937, Mayor Ma Chaochun of
Nanking met the International Committee and authorized them
to take over the city's administration once he and his staff were
evacuated.*

However, after the establishment of SZ, members of the SZ Committee were
facing a problem — how to explain to the Japanese troops, who were quickly
approaching Nanking, where the SZ is and more importantly, why should it prevent
them from entering a part of the city they will have completely captured. In fact, none
of the foreigners staying in Nanking after December 9, 1937 was diplomat or could
expect to be treated in a better way than ordinary Chinese civilians. They were
missionaries, teachers, businessmen, journalists, doctors and nurses. They tried to
renew electricity and water supplies; provide refugees with food, water, blankets;
establish spots for selling and buying cereals; provide impoverished people with
porridge and in addition to women who gave birth to a boy they gave 10 dollars and in

the case of a birth of a girl fifty cents less .*’

The determination of foreigners to help the Chinese is even more admirable when

36 See Rape of Nanking, ed. Timothy Brook (Michigan: The University of Michigan Press, 2003) 3.
7 See HPr AW [Guoji xueshu yan hui lunwenji | ed. M54 75[ Chen Anji | (k2% HifiAE
[Anwei daxue chubanshe] 1998) 265.
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taken in the historical context. Precisely ten years before the massacre, in 1927, many
foreigners in Nanking suffered attacks by Chinese nationalists.
They went on a rampage of burning and looting the foreign
residences and schools, smashing windows and furniture,
stripping foreigner’s clothes and even threatening to rape
women. Vice president John E. Williams of the University of
Nanking and five other foreigners were killed; eleven British,
Americans and Japanese were wounded.™®

Many other foreigners including the American consul and his family were trapped
in their houses besieged by Chinese and almost all the foreigners' homes were looted.

Consequently, all male foreigners from the United States who decided to stay in
Nanking asked their wives or families to leave Nanking. At that time they probably
were not only afraid of the Japanese, but also of the Chinese. Notwithstanding they
opened the SZ and so put at risk not only their possessions, but also their lives. Also,
it is a well-known fact that foreigners even after the city was occupied by the Japanese
could safety leave the city; however, with high probability they would not be allowed
to return. One of the possible reasons why they decided to stay was stated by John
Rabe in his diary — it was to "so that one fine day the truth will out."*’

Members of the SZ were not only from different states, but also had very different
world views. As an example of probably the most striking difference of opinion was
the gap between John Rabe, a German Nazi and the American members, especially
Robert Wilson. However, despite their differences they not only cooperated in order to
help the Chinese, but as I can prove using the example of one of Wilson’s letter to his

family, they also found respect for each other.

He is well up in Nazi circles and after coming into such close
contact as we have for the past few weeks and discover(ing)

38 Hua-ling Hu, American Goddess at the Rape of Nanking (Southern Illinois University Press, 2000) 34.

39 Victor Fic, "The Good Man of Nanking: The Diaries of John Rabe," Idea 29 Nov 2009, April 2010
< http://www.ideajournal.com/articles.php?id=22 >.
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what a splendid man he is and what a tremendous heart he has,
it is hard to reconcile his personality with his adulation of 'Der
Fuhrer.'*

Even if they were not able to overcome differences of opinion among them, I
think it would be life-threatening for them to show it in front of the Japanese. No
wonder they all had similar feelings while dealing with the Japanese. As they were not
in a position to threaten them with anything, in many cases they could only use their
diplomacy and convincingness. For example after attending a dinner party in the
Japanese embassy, Vautrin said: "we had a pleasant evening and our lips uttered with
jokes, though often our hearts were heavy.""!

In my opinion it is also important to mention that with high probability there was
a big difference in the Japanese perception of the Americans and Germans. The
Germans were at that time allies of Japan. The Americans, however, although not
officially an enemy of the Japanese, were probably due to the fact that their policy of
isolationism and never-ending acceptance of Japanese excuses, considered not to be
such a threat. Chang describes many cases when German nationality was an advantage
ranging from the case when it was either Rabe’s letter to Hitler or Kriebel that caused
the change in the Japanese method of bombing of Nanking (after Rabe’s intervention
they focused on bombing military objectives) to many cases when displaying swastika
or even shouting "Germans! Germans!" stopped Japanese raping or looting.*?

Vautrin, American and the only female staying in Nanking, noted they saw

Japanese who were polite and also Japanese who were rude, but all shared one thing —

40 David W. Chen, "At the Rape of Nanking: A Nazi Who Saved Lives," The New York Times 12 Dec 1996,
April 2010
< ttp://www.nytimes.com/1996/12/12/world/at-the-rape-of-nanking-a-nazi-who-saved-
lives.html?pagewanted=1>.
Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
# Chang 98-106.
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they had no mercy for Chinese soldiers and did not care much for Americans.”® Her
statement can be proved by the fact that on the same day she wrote that diary record
presumably Japanese soldiers stole another foreigner’s (Mr. Sole) car which was
clearly marked by an American flag or by repeating tearing of American flags that
were marking SZs or foreign properties, often followed by entries of Japanese soldiers
there, justified by the fact that they did not see any mark or symbol saying that the
area is a SZ or American property.** Consequently, on the 28" of December, Wilson
Plumer Mills, an American missionary, after his observation found out that practically
all foreign property of all nationalities in Nanjing was looted.*’

Vautrin described another problem that foreigners had to solve in her diary record
from the 11" of December 1937, "[r]efugees have a naive conception of the SZ — seem
to think it all right to stand out in the middle of the road when an air raid is on." By
the 12™ she stated that three buildings in the SZ were already filled with refugees and
yet for a long time there was no way to provide them with food.

It would not be the truth to say that the Zone was a completely safe place. But,
compared with the area outside the Zone, there were notably less cases of both rapes
and maltreatment done by the Japanese. As it was by many civilians perceived to be
the only safe place in Nanking, they did not care about other things, including how to
cover their basic needs. It seems to me that many of them simply believed that
foreigners will find a way to solve their situations. Although later on a Red Cross
kitchen was successfully opened to provide refugees with rice; as the number of

refugees was rising, it became unmanageable to feed them all.

# Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
#  Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
45 Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
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4.1. Ordinary People Saving Ordinary People

Having read diary records written by the two most publicly known Americans
staying in Nanking during the massacre, I was surprised how often they mentioned the
names and contributions of other Americans there. Therefore, I decided not to focus
solely on the two most known Americans — Minnie Vautrin and Robert O. Wilson.
Although due to the absence of written materials it is impossible to describe the lives
of every person of American nationality that contributed to improve the lives of
citizens in Nanking, after mentioning Vautrin and Wilson, I would like to briefly
outline the lives of thirteen other “ordinary” American nationals who stayed in

Nanking within the period of December 13, 1937 to January 1938.
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4.1.1. Minnie Vautrin

“Every night soldiers would try to get into the SZ and rape girls

And every night Mrs Vautrin would try to prevent them from doing it.”*°

Minnie Vautrin was an American missionary and teacher at Ginling College for
Women in Nanking. She lived in the time when higher education for women was not
common even in the United States, but maybe due to the fact that she, after being
orphaned and maltreated by her foster parents, had to steel herself, she found the
courage to champion women's education in China, where girls' school education was
traditionally regarded as a waste of time.

While her college superiors were running away from Nanking, she was working
hard to transform Ginling College into a SZ. The staff of the American Embassy
provided her and other members of the International Committee with an American
flag and ropes, that could in case of emergency be used to create a rope ladder needed
to climb walls of Nanking, which would be the only way to escape from the city after
it was captured by the Japanese. Sadly it seems that the most powerful country in the
world could provide its citizen who were about to be surrounded by enemies only with
a flag and ropes.

After their escape, she de facto became the head of the College.* Originally she
only wanted to shelter young and unwed women but after she heard about the cases of
rape of very young or very old females, she changed her mind. As she wrote in her

diary many women were after the nights of horror kneeling in front of Ginling College

46 City of Life and Death, dir. Lu Chuan, perf. Liu Ye and Gao Yuanyuan, 2009.China Film Group, 2010,
DVD.
4 See Hua-ling Hu "An American Hero in Nanking," Asia Times 24 Aug 2002, April 2010

< http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/DH24Ad01.html >.
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and imploring for them or their daughters to be taken in. The Ginling Zone itself was
originally designed to shelter in maximum 2,050 women, girls and children. But in
reality, in the most severe days of the Nanking massacre it became a shelter for as
many as twelve thousand refugees.

In my opinion, her position as a woman was even harder than the position of the
others. Almost every document picturing her also contains a scene or an example of
her humiliation by the Japanese soldiers. According to her diary the first case
happened as early as on the 16™ of December when the Japanese after tearing down
the American flag entered the SZ, searching for hidden Chinese soldiers. As she
depicts she was slapped on the face by a Japanese soldier.*On the same day when
Japanese soldiers came again to search for soldiers she, Lewis Smythe and W. Plumer
Mills, who were by chance passing by, had to undergo an inspection carried out by
Japanese soldiers. While they were waiting for the inspection, they heard screams
from the Zone, and according to Vautrin at that time they first realized that the
searching for the soldiers act was only done to conceal another goal of the Japanese
soldiers — to select women for sex.* Many times Japanese soldiers came to the
Ginling Campus to look for soldiers, often grabbing servants and it was only thanks to
her presence and ability to identify a person that they were saved from the fate of
being stabbed or shot.”® However, it was impossible to be in every case in time to
prevent Japanese soldiers from taking people away from the SZ. Sometimes, even her
presence could not help the Chinese. On December 16 she describes a case when she

saw a truck passing in which 8 or 10 girls were crying "Save our lives! Save our

48 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
4 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
30 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
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lives!", but there was no way she could help them. Her diary record from December
16 says "There was no crime that has not been committed today."*’

Reading her diary gave me more than a linear line of events and incidents which
happened during the massacre, but also provided me with a picture of her complex
personality. Sometimes, I felt that the linearity that she kept in almost every record
was startling and shocking. She hardly ever specially emphasized or changed the order
of events when something unusual happened. Description of her daily activities and
news at school alters with stories of human suffering that she either witnesses or heard
and feelings of helplessness in her diary almost until 1940.

I assume that day by day hearing the names of people who were taken by the
Japanese and never found, stories of women who were being repeatedly raped all
night and the next night again, careful lying to women imploring her to help them find
their husbands or sons taken in the first days of fall of Nanking, knowing that they are
probably dead, had to exhaust her. As a result, she started to blame herself for being
too slow to prevent many horrors including the looting of their residence.”> Each day
in her dairy seems to pass similarly. In contrast to diary records written by Doctor
Wilson, she dedicated significantly more space to describing her afterthoughts, while
Wilson focused rather on describing actions and contributions done by others.

But, the day before Christmas 1937 marked a start of a new series of catastrophe.
The Japanese asked to be allowed to pick out one hundred women to be their
prostitute out of the refugees. The officer said they would pick only former prostitutes
so to prevent soldiers from raping honest girls. Having read the record of her diary,

where she described this event, it seems to me she did not believe their words. Also,

3 Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.

32 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
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as a matter of fact it is hard to think of a method they could use to distinguish former
prostitutes from ‘normal’ girls. Yet, in fact what else she could do apart from giving
them her approval? Is she had disapproved, they would have probably deliberately
taken the girls. Having in fact no choice, after their promised they would not take any
of the latter, Vautrin allowed them to begin their search.” In any case she wrote, as
late as in March Japanese soldiers were still deliberately kidnapping and raping.54
Very soon after the ‘prostitute selection’ Japanese came with a new plan — obligatory
registration for men and women, whereas the latter was also used for the selection of
beautiful girls. In this case as the records say, all girls were fortunately saved by their
relatives.

However, there was one decision she made that influenced lives of many Nanking
citizens in a bad manner. It was her decision to support the Japanese order to urge the
women from the SZ to go home or to the remains of their homes. Because it became
impossible to feed them and she felt that it was safe now to return home, she strongly
persuaded refugees to leave the Zone. To her horror, in the following days she met
with girls and women who had been repeatedly raped after they returned home,
begging for her permission to return to SZ This made her not only to open the gates of
Ginling College once again, but also left her sad, depressed and constantly blaming
herself for her decision.”

Still, during my research I did not find a single mention that any Nanking citizens
or her colleagues reproached or questioned her decision. Later on, when they started

asking for ‘washing women’, even though I presume she was fully conscious of the

33 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
> See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
3 See Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
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real content of these words, there was no way she could refuse. And still, the only one
blaming her was she herself.

In 1939 she was rewarded for her heroism by the Order of Jade by the Chinese
government. By that time, records in her diary contain more and more description of
feelings of helplessness and tiredness. On May 13 1938 after listening to another two
stories of human suffering from the winter of 1937, she wrote: One cannot wonder
why these people ask you most pitifully, "How long will this terrible situation last?
How can we bear it?"® This last sentence completely disapproves the presumption
that the Nanking massacre lasted only for six weeks. Reading further records full of
phrases as "Much depression and feeling of helplessness," from October 21, 19387,
"Am dead tired tonight and just now do not see how I can get through week...," from
December 11, 1939°® or "Almost three weeks have passed since I have written one
line in diary...The reasons have been not just by many. Physical exhaustion is the
main one," from March 22, 1940. 59

I have deliberately chosen these three records that dated from different years in
order to show that her feeling and mood was during these years more or less the same.
She frequently thought about the massacre, blaming herself for not being able to find
the solution to help everybody.

Vautrin went back to the United States to get medical treatment for an illness on
May 14, 1940. Exactly one year later she committed suicide. Wilhelmina "Minnie"

Vautrin due to saving a lot of lives during the Nanking massacre became known as

36 Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
3 Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
58 Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
> Minnie Vautrin, Diary of Wilhemina Vautrin, 1937-1940. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://www.library.yale.edu/div/spc/Vautrin.pdf>.
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American goddess.®® Thus, although she saw her stay in Nanking as her failure; in the

eyes of others she was a goddess.

% Hua-Ling Hu, American Goddess at the Rape of Nanking: The Courage of Minnie Vautrin (Illinois: Southern
Illinois University,2000) 146.
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4.1.2. Robert O. Wilson

"Murder by the wholesale and rape by thousands of cases. There seem to be no stop to

the ferocity, lust and atavism of the brutes."®’

Wilson, one of three American doctors in the city and the only surgeon, was in a
very hard position during the massacre. He was working day and night and apart from
his work, he had to carefully guard the hospital itself. From the beginning of the
Japanese occupation of Nanking he devoted a lot of time to chasing Japanese trying to
loot or rape in the area of the hospital. And in some cases he hurried even outside the
SZ to try to stop or prevent crimes.

Wilson's life was deeply connected with Chinese culture. In the USA, one of his
teachers was Pearl Buck, Nobel prize American writer, who spent majority of life in
China. In China Wilson with the help of Chinese teachers started studying ancient
Chinese.*

Before the occupation of Nanking, apart from curing patients and writing down
detailed reports about their injuries, that time mainly from the Japanese crump, he was
doing his best to hide the hospital from sight of Japanese pilots. Also, rumors said that
there were many spies in Nanking working for Japan, trying to get information from
wounded pilots or to incite Japanese pilots to important goals.”> After the battle of
Shanghai, the situation got even worse. Wagons of wounded soldiers arrived in
Nanking, some of them dying right at the platform, some of them managed to get to

the hospital. Yet, if they managed their way to hospital and were cured, they were

ol Robert Wilson, “Dearest Family,”1937. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
< http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl china webapp_images/NMP0016.pdf>.

82 Chang 108.

6 Chang 109.
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immediately sent back to fight, and if their wounds were too serious, they were given
a small sum of money in order to return home. As their injuries were too severe or
they were crippled, they stayed in Nanking and earned their living as beggars.**

Although, he many times witnesses both the Japanese aggression and its
consequences on the bodies of his patients, he felt that his position as an American
national did not protect him enough to take action every time he saw an injustice.
Chang describes that Japanese soldiers in many cases started either playing with the
gun or reloading it whenever they saw a foreigner.”” To give an example of his active
role in protecting lives of civilians, on December 21 he and George Fitch were asked
by Chinese merchants to help to secure two young women. They agreed, but by the
time they arrived at the place, they found three fully armed but only partially clothed
Japanese soldiers. Despite the soldiers’ anger Wilson and Fitch were allowed to take
the intact girls to the Zone.*

In his diary, he however also described cases of Japanese soldiers who did not
participate in killing and raping and tried to help civilians. For example in his letter
from January 3 1938, he described a case when a Japanese soldier helped a girl which
was in a horrible state after other Japanese soldiers tried to cut her head off and
bayoneted her several times. ¢’

By reading his diary description I could see a striking difference between his and
Vautrin's personality. In Wilson’s diary, there are relatively a lot of changes done,
especially regarding phrases or sentences that can be considered as inappropriate.

Using an example from his diary record dated December 21, when he was depicting

8 Chang 109-110.

8 Chang,112.

66 See Robert Wilson, “Dearest Family,”1937. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
< http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl china webapp_images/NMP0016.pdf>.

67 See Robert Wilson, “Dearest Family,”1937. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
< http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl china webapp_images/NMP0016.pdf>.
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the scene when he and Fitch surprised Japanese soldiers during their rape attempt, he
originally wrote that he can hardly blame the Japanese soldier for being angry as a
result of being prevented from intercourse. This note was however later crossed out.
In my opinion, he used this note (as well as other notes) in order to ease the horror of
that moment. Later he probably though that the note was more offensive than witty,
thus he crossed it out. Also, in comparison to Vautrin he includes a lot of thoughts
about his family and his baby daughter.

In early June, 1938 he left Nanking for Shanghai. His doctor career was
interrupted by his participation as an eyewitness at the Tokyo Trial. He died eleven

years later of a coronary attack.
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4.1.3. Iva Hynds

She was a sixty-seven year-old nurse working in the University Hospital in
Nanking together with Doctors Robert Wilson and C. S. Trimmer, another American
nurse Grace Bauer and only a few Chinese helpers to care for the nearly 200 patients
in their charge.®® Her main duty during and after the fall of the city was taking care of

newborn babies.®’

4.1.4. Grace Bauer

Before the fall of the city, she was teaching bacteriology and chemistry to nurses
and training technicians for the pathology laboratory in the University Hospital. After
Nanjing was captured, her duties changed. She was helping with the management of
the hospital, helping refugees as well as driving an ambulance to transport vegetables
for hospital and refugees camps.”

During my research, I came across a message written by Bauer’s great-cousin,
which said how surprised she was when was contacted by Chinese researchers asking
her to provide documents relating to the massacre. Her great-aunt Bauer after coming
back to the States in 1941 did not tell her family members about her stay in Nanking

and her contributions at all.”!

68 See Antoaneta Bezlova, "The Fall of Nanking: (Reference) The New York Times Article," The Nanking

Atrocities 2000, April 2010 < http://www.nankingatrocities.net/Fall/fall_02.htm>.
8 See Suping Lu, They were in Nanjing:The Nanjing Massacre Witnessed by American and British Nationals,
(Hong Kong : Hong Kong University Press, 2004) 375.
O Lu 376.
7 Only reply "Nanking — A Film Review," On Frozen Blog June 2007, April 2010
< http://www.onfrozenblog.com/2007/06/18/nanking-a-film-review.html>.
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4.1.5 Wilson Plumer Mills

After finishing his university education, he worked for YMCA in Shanghai.
Thereafter he began to work under the Presbyterian Foreign mission. Before the
Japanese occupation of Nanking, he played an important role in truce negotiations
which would enable the Chinese army to withdraw from the city and Japanese army to
enter the city without fighting.”

After negotiations failed, Mills was appointed vice-chairman of the International
Committee and after the chairman John Rabe left, he was appointed chairman. In the
previous chapters I have already mentioned some examples of his contributions, yet |
would like to mention his letters to several people including his wife Nina, which are
great source on how to get an insight into the conditions in the SZ and the
International Committee. For example in his letter from January 22, 1938 he says:
"[o]ne of the unexpected and delightful by-products of this otherwise tragic situation
is the warm spirit of comradeship which has sprung up between the members of the
German community and our missionary group during the last two and a half

months."”

During the Second World War he was interned for nine months in Shanghai, yet he

continued to work for missionary organizations until his death.”

2 See Martha Lund Smalley, "Wilson Plumer Wills," Bibliographical Dictionary Of CHINESE Christianity
2005, April 2010
< http://www.bdcconline.net/en/stories/m/mills-wilson-plumer.php >.
3 See Wilson Plumer Mills, “Dearest Nina,”January 22, 1938. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
< http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl china webapp_images/NMP0295.pdf>.
™ See Martha Lund Smalley, "Wilson Plumer Wills," Bibliographical Dictionary Of CHINESE Christianity
2005, April 2010 < http://www.bdcconline.net/en/stories/m/mills-wilson-plumer.php >.
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4.1.6. John Moore Allison

As a representative of the US government he served in many states, ranging from
Japan to Czechoslovakia. Soon after returning to Nanking in order to reopen the US
Embassy, in January 1938, he started on a regular basis to lodge protests with the
Japanese authorities and therefore became the most unpopular figure with the
Japanese authorities and military personnel in Nanking.”

Kioshi Fukui, Acting Japanese Consul General, openly accused Allison of
"placing too much confidence in the statements of American missionaries". As a result
of this accusation, Allison decided to "investigate personally the next case which came
to light."”® The next case was a woman who was gang-raped by Japanese soldiers.
Because she believed that she could identify them, he and Mrs. Riggs decided to
accompany her to the Japanese representatives for questioning. They were told to wait
for her outside the building. However, when they saw how the soldiers pushed her
roughly inside, they impulsively moved to follow her. Both Allison and Riggs’’ were
immediately slapped by a Japanese sentry and Allison described that the sentry "livid
with rage... [he] shouted at us at the most offensive manner."”®

This incident became known as the Allison incident, but resulted only in another

Japanese excuse.

7 Lu209.
7 Lu209.
77 Charles Henry Riggs will be introduced in the following chapter
" "War in China: Face" Time 07 Feb 1938, April 2010
< http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,789413,00.html >.
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4.1.7. Charles Henry Riggs

Riggs went to Nanking to teach agricultural engineering at the University of
Nanking. Later he became a member of the International Committee for Nanking SZ
and took care of refugees.

Because of the fact that he was very active in his help, he often got into problems.
Records say he was slapped by Japanese soldiers on several occasions.” (viz. the
Allison incident) As other foreigners, also he was often called out to go either to a
residence or a University to rescue a truck, a group of men or some women and he
spent many days doing these tasks.** Moreover, he spent a lot of time on doing not so
heroic, but as important tasks such as buying coal, goats, rice and other kinds of

needed food and often also delivering these articles to the Chinese."’

7 See Minnie Vautrin, Terror in Minnie Vautrin's Nanjing: Diaries and Correspondence 1937-1938, ed.

Suping Lu (Illinois: the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois, 2008) 34.
Lu 94.
' Lull6-124.
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4.1.8 James Espy

Espy was U.S Vice-Consul, whose reports of conditions in Nanking before the
fall of Nanking (especially his two sentences: "During the last few days some
violations of people and property were undoubtedly committed by them [Chinese
soldiers]. Chinese soldiers in their mad rush to discard their military uniforms and put
on civilian clothes, in a number of incidents, killed civilians to obtain their

clothing,"*

are often used as an argument by people (mainly Japanese nationalists)
denying the massacre. In all materials advocating denial of the massacre either in
whole or conceding only a small number of deaths, there operates the presumption

that killers of Chinese civilians and rape offenders were former Chinese soldiers

disguised as civilians.

4.1.9. Archibald Alexander McFadyen

McFadyen was one of three diplomats (other two were Espy and Allison), who
left Nanking before it was captured and who returned to Nanking in order to re-open
the American Embassy.

Together with other members launched an investigation of Japanese atrocities in

Nanking .*

82 "Nanking Massacre controversy and denial,"sciencetsage.com 04 Apr 2010, April 2010

< http://www.sciencestage.com/resources/rrpedia/Nanking Massacre controversy and_denial>.
See Minnie Vautrin, Terror in Minnie Vautrins Nanjing: Diaries and Correspondence 1937-1938, ed.
Suping Lu (Illinois: the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois, 2008) 245.
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4.1.10. George Ashmore Fitch

Fitch, a son of Presbyterian missionaries, was born in China. Soon after he went
to the United States to acquire an education and he returned to China to work as a
Protestant missionary and work for YMCA.

In Nanking, Fitch became the head of YMCA and actively worked for the SZ. As
other members, he was both helping and writing records of the atrocities. His diaries
were carried to Shanghai by the first person who was allowed to leave for Shanghai
after the Japanese occupation of Nanking.*® There, he described not only Japanese
crimes, but most importantly he states that in fact Japanese employees of the Japanese
Embassy in Nanking were as helpless as them to stop outgoing atrocities. He wrote:

Every day we call at the Japanese embassy and present our
protests, our appeals, , our list of authentic reports of violence
and crime. We are met with suave Japanese courtesy, but
actually the officials there are powerless. The victorious army
must have its rewards — and those rewards are to plunder,
murder, rape at will, to commit acts of unbelievable brutality and
savagery on the very people whom they have come to protect
and befriend, as they have so loudly proclaimed to the world. In
all modern history surely there is no page that will stand so black
as that of the rape of Nanking.®

He himself succeeded in smuggling the films shot by Magee®® out of China when
he temporarily left China in January 1938. That year he traveled throughout the United

States, giving speeches about what he had witnessed in Nanking along with the films

that showed haunting images of Chinese victims.*’

8 Zhang 82.
8 Zhang 84.
For information about John Magee see the next chapter

American Missionary Eyewitnesses to the Nanking Massacre 1937-1938, ed. Martha L. Smalley
(Connecticut: Yale Divinity School Library, 1997) 4.
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4.1.11. John Magee

The story of John Magee is special mainly due to the fact that he experienced the
suffering of foreigners in Nanking in 1927. Although according to American Goddess at
the Rape of Nanking his house was the only one that was not looted by the Chinese and
he was not wounded, he could leave Nanking to Japan without any prick of
consciousness.

He played a significant role in saving thousands of Chinese from being murdered
by the Japanese, setting up a refugee hospital to take care of wounded soldiers and
refugees and meanwhile served as chairman of the Nanking Branch of the
International Committee for Nanking SZ. Films taken by Magee in Nanking and sent
to the West were among the first visual documentations of the Nanking Massacre.*®

After the war, he attended the trial of the Japanese war criminals as a witness in

the Tokyo War Crime Tribunal.®’

88 Zhang 166.
8 See "Brief Introductions to Members of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone," John Rabe
and International Safety Zone Memorial Hall 2006, April 2010

< http://rabe.nju.edu.cn/sec/5international/aqq/07.htm>.
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4.1.12. Miner Searle Bates

After his studies at the University of Oxford and Yale, he started his teaching
career in Nanking as a history and politics professor at Nanking University. Before the
start of the occupation, he was staying with his family in Japan and decided to return
to Nanking alone. One of his diary records implies that due to lack of information that
was caused by the initiatory chaos and later Japanese orders, he was not sure whether
his wife thought hat he was killed or wounded by the Japanese bombing of the ship
Panay, as this was the ship on which he should have originally left Nanking. *°
Wilson described a case when Bates together with Riggs went with a woman that was
raped to announce the case to the police. After she was taken to the Japanese Embassy,
they accompanied her.”’ When she was brought back to their house, the Japanese
listed five points of error in her story. These pertained to the color of the walls, the
number of steps she went up, the position of lamp in the room and the time of her
abduction.”

Similar to Wilson, he described his relationship to Committee Members of
German nationality as very positive: "Three Germans have done splendidly, and I’d
almost wear a Nazi badge to keep fellowship with them."”?

After the war, Bates was summoned as a witness in many trials trying to prove the

existence of the Nanking massacre and Japanese atrocities.

%0 See Miner Searle Bates, "Nanking Outrages," Jan 1938. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010

<http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl_china webapp images/NMPO0113.pdf>.
ol See Robert Wilson, "Dearest Family,"1938. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
< http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl china webapp_images/NMP0017.pdf>.
o2 See Robert Wilson, "Dearest Family," 1938. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
< http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl china webapp_images/NMP0017.pdf>.
Miner Searle Bates, "Nanking Outrages," Jan 1938. The Nanking Massacre Project. April 2010
<http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl//ydl_china webapp images/NMPO0113.pdf>.
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4.1.13 Lewis S.C. Smythe

The secretary of the International Committee and lead author of memoranda,
which were reviews of the work of the International Safety Committee, as well as
plans for its next move, written at critical points in the operation of the SZ.** It is
obvious that without his diligent work, there would be much less evidence about the
Japanese occupation of Nanking.

His other contribution were his briefs. To make sure that Japanese Embassy was
aware of the actions of the Japanese military, he noted every case of Japanese
misconduct, regardless if small or large, in chronological order. These briefs were on

almost daily basis submitted to the Japanese Embassy.”

4.1.14. Ernest H. Forster

He was transferred to Nanking with his wife from Yangchow in order to serve at
St. Paul Episcopal Church. In late November his wife was evacuated from Nanking,
but she returned as early as in middle January.
He however decided to stay in Nanking and quickly transformed their house into a
shelter for over one hundred people including Buddhist nuns who were hiding from
the Japanese. He dedicated his time both to helping others and writing down records

of incidents he heard of.

o4 See Documents on the Rape of Nanking, ed. Timothy Brook (Michigan: the University of Michigan Press,

2003) 6.
95 Brook, 6.
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4.1.15. Frank Tillman Durdin

He was a long time correspondent for the New York Times and the first American
journalist allowed into China by Communists.’®After several days of watching
Japanese atrocities, he together with other correspondents decided to travel to
Shanghai in order to send dispatches to their newspapers without hindrance from the
Japanese.

As he boarded a ship bound for Shanghai, he saw groups of Chinese men being
executed by the Japanese Army. After he arrived in Shanghai in a dispatch to The New
York Times he wrote:

Just before boarding the ship for Shanghai, the writer watched
the execution of 200 men. The killings took 10 minutes. The
men were lined against the wall and shot. Then a number of
Japanese, armed with pistols, trod nonchalantly around the
crumpled bodies, pumping bullets into any that were still
kicking.””’

However, there was nothing he or anybody else could do. After he left Nanking,
he was not allowed to return. Still, his further career was connected to China, he

almost repeated his experience from Nanking when he was one of the few Western

reporters to write about the February 28th Massacre in Taiwan 1947

% See Eric Pace, "Tillman Durdin , 91, Reporter in China During World War IL," The New York Times 9 July

1998, April 2010
<http://www.nytimes.com/1998/07/09/world/tillman-durdin-91-reporter-in-china-during-world-war-
ii.html?pagewanted=1>.
o7 Eric Pace, "Tillman Durdin , 91, Reporter in China During World War 11," The New York Times 9 July 1998,
April 2010
<http://www.nytimes.com/1998/07/09/world/tillman-durdin-91-reporter-in-china-during-world-war-
ii.html?pagewanted=1>.
% See "In Memorian Tillman Durdin," New Taiwan :Ilha Formosa 7 July 1998, April 2010
< http://www.taiwandc.org/nws-9832.htm>.
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5. The USA is to blame

Every closed eye is not sleeping,; and every open eye is not seeing.

The question why superpowers did not interfere or even stop the Japanese is even
more striking when we concern the history of the American and Japanese relations
preceding the incident. By 1920, the relations have reached the state that Japanese
regarded Americans as their main enemies blaming them for the fail to approve the
racial equality proposal at the Paris Peace Conference, which lead to the creation of
so-called Orange Plan, which was a series of plans dealing with a possible war with
Japan. %

Another reason is in my opinion the fact that the United States were supporting
China not only during the Paris Peace Conference, but also in the years following.
Two years after the United States became the head of the syndicate aiming to finance
China. Also, the Five-Power Treaty signed at the Washington Naval Conference was
planned to lead not only to the partial naval disarmament of Japan, but more
importantly although recognized Japanese dominance in Manchuria, stated that all of

100
In

its signatories (hence including Japan) respect the territorial integrity of China.
conclusion, if all promises made and documents signed were fulfilled, the massacre
would be prevented.

The turning point in the American support to China is marked by the start of
American policy of non-intervention resulting in the refusal made by the Secretary of

State responsible for foreign relations Cordell Hull to the proposal of French and

British diplomats to interfere into the Sino-Japanesene conflict using diplomatic

99
Hoyt 52.
100 See "Japanese-American Relations at the Turn of the Century, 1900-1922," U.S. Department of State:
Office of the Historian, April 2010
< http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/id/88313.htm>.
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ways.'?! Consequently this foreign policy led the United States to the state that it was
unable to do much more than watch a series of dangers emerged that brought the
world closer to war.'”” However, it was a speech made by that time American
president Franklin Roosevelt, which encouraged the British to call a conference in
Brussels to discuss this Asia crisis. The conference itself also due to the fact that the
United States which was also participating refused to make any commitments to
collective action produced no agreement.'®

On January 19 1946, General McArthur, the Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers established the Tribunal for "the trial of those persons charged individually or
as members of organizations or in both capacities with offences which include crimes
against peace."'™ "It was at this moment that the majority of Japanese populace first
heard about the inconceivable scale and dimension of the Rape of Nanking."'®®
Although the Tokyo Trials were supposed to be equal in its importance to the
Nuremberg Trials, it was accompanied by many problems. First, there was only one
chief counsel - Joseph B. Keenan, in contrast to four chief counsels, who were present
at the Nuremberg Trial. During the process itself, English language and the Anglo-
Saxon right was used, both which Japanese solicitors did not understand. Later on
every accused person was offered an American barrister. This however caused further
problems to the accused. They all deeply believed that interests of an individual are

not important in comparison with interests of Japan. So, all their testimonies were

done in order not to put any blame on the emperor or their country. This approach was

01 Hoyt 154.
192 See Alan Brinkley, American History: A Survey (McGraw-Hill Humanities, 2002) 788.
195 Brinkley 788.
104 wpart A —Chapter I: Establishment and Proceedings of the Tribunal," ibiblio: the public's library and digital
archive Nov. 1948, April 2010
< http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/PTO/IMTFE/IMTFE-1.html>.
195 "War Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo,"Nanking Atrocities 2000, April 2010
< http://www.nankingatrocities.net/Tribunals/imtfe_01.htm>.
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on the other hand in contrast with the American approach, which was to use any
means in order to protect their client.'®

Also the fact that during the process one of the American judges during the
process resigned, two judges were named after the process had been started'®” and the
judge representing British India, Radhabinod Pal, raised many objections including
the one, that the whole prosecution case is very weak and conclude that "each and
every one of the accused must be found not guilty of each and every one of the
charges."'® All in all, speculations arose that the main reason for the Trial was not the
justice for the Chinese, but revenge for Pearl Harbor and justifying American attacks
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which according to some sources as the book Tokijsky
proces, took place after the Japanese emperor and therefore Japan, announced their

decision about capitulation on the radio.'"”’

Probably as a consequence of the
discrepancies mentioned above, the United States did not desire for the Tokyo Trials
to achieve the publicity of the Nuremberg Trials.

Also, a big difference in the situation of post-Germany and post-war Japan was
the fact, that Japan has never formally apologized for any of its crimes in China during
World War II (Nanking massacre included) and it has never paid any reparation to
China. One of the probable reasons why the United States did not employ any sort of
enforcement action on Japan, was probably the fact that after the establishment of
People’s Republic of China, the USA needed Japan as its ally against communist
China. And, another reason could be the economic connection between the USA and

Japan which existed even during the Nanking massacre. It is a well-known fact that

thanks to the open door policy, which started in China as early as in 1899 in order to

19 Tokijsky proces 52.

197 Tokijsky proces 106.

198 http://www.answers.com/topic/international-military-tribunal-for-the-far-east
199 Tokijsky proces 14.
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establish equal trading rights to all nations in all parts of China, as a part of John
Milton Hay’s proposal and (also including recognition of Chinese territorial
integrity),''* there was also a good trading connection between China and the USA.
"The Manchurian crisis of 1931 and the war between China and Japan that broke out
in 1937 led the United States to adopt a rigid stand in favor of the Open Door policy,

nltl Yet, it must be stated that whereas

including the cutting off of supplies to Japan.
American politicians were giving speeches in favor of the oppressed Chinese,

meanwhile the United States continued its trade with Japan, in some fields such as

. 112
scrap iron even more successfully than before.

110 "The Open Door Policy," United States History, 2010, April 2010 <http://www.u-s-
history.com/pages/h908.html>.

i "Open Door Policy," Encyclopeedia Britannica Online, 2010, April 2010
<hhttp://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/429642/Open-Door-policy>.

2 Hoyt 164.
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6. Japanese — United States Relations
There 1s evidence that from December 1937 there could be no doubt that the

Japanese were not likely to be stopped or threatened by the presence of the Americans.
To give some examples, on December 12, 1937, in broad daylight and with clear
visibility, Japanese aviators bombed and sank the U.S. gunboat Panay with a large
American flag being at that time conspicuously planted on the Panay’s deck.'"® Panay
was the last ship which at the time foreigners evacuated from Nanking could use. So a
significant part of its passengers was of American nationals.

114

Although the attack resulted in two deaths and forty-eight casualties, ™ "[m]any

Americans felt that the incident was justified because American ships were interfering

in Asian affairs,"'”

and thus not acting in accordance with the policy of non-
intervention. Although this incident was quickly followed by an apology made by
Japanese politicians, it is believed that the whole incident was calculated in order to
prevent the USA from further interfering into Japanese interests in China.

On the same day, another three Standard Oil steam ships were “by mistake”
attacked when meanwhile Japanese soldiers successfully climbed the ramparts of
Nanjing. While the mention of the attack is hard to find in contemporary newspapers,
the photograph of Japanese soldiers on the ramparts inspirited spontaneous celebration
parades in Japan.''

From 1938 America started participating in the World War by giving aid to

7

European democracies,'’” and it took about three years and many lost lives for

3 Hoyt 788.

114 See "The Panay Incident," Wars of the War 16 Dec 2000, April 2010
<http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/IG11Ad01.html >.

s "American Response," The Panay Incident: An Overlooked Bombing of a US Gunboat 2008, April 2010
<http://www.panayincident.com/american_res.html >.

e Hoyt 173.

1 "Japanese Response," The Panay Incident: An Overlooked Bombing of a US Gunboat 2008, April 2010
<http://www.panayincident.com/american_res.html >.
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America to stop turning a blind eye to overt acts of Japanese aggression. Finally on
December 7, 1941, after Pearl Harbor, an incident in a large extent very similar to the
Panay one, the USA decided to take action. However, as I have mentioned in the
previous chapter, after 1949 the policy towards Japan changed again for the sake of

fighting against the danger of communism.
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7. The Japanese Seek Only Peace

The Japanese pre-invasion approach was well-thought out. Although they
miscounted the length of the time needed to conquer China, their strategy of
immediate “sincere” apologies following every offense, every aggression and above all
brilliant timing was very effective. For example, Great Britain expected more danger
from Germany or the war in Spain than from Japan, which was relatively far away.
The Soviet Union, which at that time had a pact with China, found its industry in such
a bad state that it was unable to let the situation get even worse by helping China.

Another decision which was made by Japanese representatives was to formulate
their “goals” in China in accord with the anti-communist mood in the USA and justify
their presence in China by the attempt to persuade Chinese people to stop cooperating
with communism.'"®

I have already explained probable reasons why the USA did not take any action in
order to force an apology or reparations for China. Yet, the question is, why did the
People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China, not insist on reparation from
Japan? Chang presumes that it was due to the fact, that at that time both countries
(PRC and ROC) competed for political acknowledgement and for the economic

advantage of having trade with Japan.'"”

8 Hoyt, 169.
9 Chang, 14.
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8. Conclusion

The small group of American nationals staying in Nanking within the period of
December 1937 and 1938 has with no doubt contributed to the lives of Nanking
citizen more than the acts of United States government at that time. Their
contributions were different, ranging from the financial and material aid, providing
shelters for refugees, negotiating with the Japanese in the name of the Chinese, help in
concrete cases and many others. Also, the influence on their decisions to stay in
Nanking was not the same. For Vautrin, it meant the start of her mental illness, which
resulted into suicide; for Durdin it in fact helped to launched his journalist career,
whereas in the case of Wilson and Mills it marked the start of friendship with people
they always hated — German Nazis.

The “ordinary* Americans [ wrote about in my thesis made some bad decisions,
often watched crimes and did not interfere, or even went to the Japanese for a dinner
while the Chinese were dying. However, they were not diplomats or trained
specialists, thus in many situations had to rely on their own judgment; in comparison
with the Chinese, their position on the view of the Japanese soldiers was only slightly
better and I hope I have proved that interfering could have resulted into their deaths
and consequently into deaths of many Chinese, as they would lose the foreigners' or
even the SZ protection. Furthermore, their refusal to make courtesy calls to the
Japanese Embassy could only lead to aggravation of the situation. In my opinion,
these “ordinary” people did not only their best, but also the best anybody could do in
their situation.

Yet, their participation in the Nanking massacre was in contrast with the United

States policy, which was non-intervention. First, they disobeyed the embassy
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evacuation call; second their frequent interventions threatened American-Japanese
relations especially regarding trade. Then, falsified reports about their participation
were used by the Chinese as a powerful weapon against the United States during the
Korean War.

Although the Nanking Massacre, speaking in terms of deaths or its length, is
much smaller than the Holocaust committed by German Nazis, in my opinion the term
“forgotten holocaust” describes it very truthfully. Not only it is even in the twenty-first
century in many states including the Czech Republic omitted from the history
textbooks, but it was forgotten even in its time as it was first hard to believe that one
nation would be capable of committing such atrocities and then inconvenient for the

sake of diplomatic relations and trade.

56



9. Summary
Ve své bakalafské praci jsem se zameétila na patnact obant Spojenych Stath, ktefi

pobyvali v rozmezi od tfinactého prosince 1937 do ledna 1938 v byvalém hlavnim
mésté Ciny Nankingu; a to pfedev§im na to, jak ovlivnili udalost dnes znamou jako
Nankingsky masakr. Soucasné jsem se pokusila dat Ciny vySe zminénych Ameri¢ant
do kontrastu s tehdejsi politikou Spojenych statii a objasnit, jak se dusledky jejich
pobytu v Nankingu promitly na pozdgjsi zahraniéni politice Spojenych statt a Ciny.
Jako Nankingsky masakr se nejCastéji oznacuji udalosti b&hem Sesti tydnii
v rozmezi druhé poloviny prosince 1937 a ledna 1938, kdy zapocala japonska okupace
Nankingu. Japonsko, soused Ciny, jiz nékolik let pred okupaci podnikalo kroky, které
ukazovaly na to, ze se chysta k vojenské akci. Z udélosti z péti let piredchdzejicich
masakru bych zddraznila bitvu o Sanghaj z roku 1932, vyhlaSeni samostatného statu
Mandzuska na uzemi severovychodni Ciny, vystoupeni Japonska z OSN v roce 1933 a
naslednou snahu o prohlaSeni severnich ¢inskych provincii za autonomni Gzemi.
Z doby kratce predchéazejici masakru je dle mého nazoru zasadni Gtok na americkou
lod’ Panay z dvanactého prosince 1937 nasledovany utoky na jiné tii americké lod¢
vedené béhem tohoz dne. Panay, lod’ jasn¢ oznacena americkou vlajkou, v den utoku
pievazela predevsim obcany cizich narodnosti, kteti se kratce pied okupaci rozhodli
opustit Nanking. Utok, ktery mél za nasledek dva mrtvé a étyficet osm zranénych a je
dnes Casto prirovnaval k itoku na Pearl Harbor, vyustil pouze v omluvu Japonska.
Tato omluva byla pouze jednou z dlouhé¢ série omluv, ktera trvala az do utoku na
Pearl Harbor. Piikladem toho, jak daleko zasla japonska agresivita, je i tzv. Allisoniv
incident, kdy byl americky konzul John Moore Allison spole¢né s dalsim americkym
obcanem Charlesem Henry Riggsem, kdyz se pokusili doprovodit ¢inskou zenu
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k japonskému vyslechu, né€kolikrat udetfen japonskymi vojdky. Z vyse uvedenych
ptikladti chovani Japonska jsem ve své praci vyvodila dva zavéry. Prvnim je, ze
ucelem japonskych Utokl ptedchazejicich masakru bylo odradit ptislusniky cizich
narodnosti od pobytu v Nankingu a tim se zbavit jak ocitych svédku, tak i moznych
autorti dokumentli obsahujicich svédectvi ¢inskych obyvatel Nankingu. Druhym
zavérem je, Ze japonsti vojaci, védomi si americké politiky nezasahovani, se béhem
masakru pfili§ neobavali Americanli. Postaveni americkych obcanli bylo jen malo
odliné od postavéni Citanii; to ilustruje i rozdilny pfistup japonskych vojaki
k Ameri¢aniim a k Némctum, ktefi byli v t¢ dobé spojenci Japonska. Neni nijak tézké
si predstavit, jak se japonsti vojaci chovali k Ciiantim, pokud neméli obavu udefit
amerického velvyslance.

Ve své praci jsem se zaméfila na tfi hlavni rysy japonského chovéani vici
¢inskému obyvatelstvu, kvilli kterym je dnes Nankingsky masakr oznacovan za
holocaust. Jednalo se o zndsillovani, vrazdéni civilisti a neexistenci valecnych
zajatcl. Znasilnovani probihalo béhem masakru v tak nebyvalé mife, ze je masakr
nékdy oznacovan jako ,Znasilnéni Nankingu®“. Znasiliovani bylo zaznamenano u
divek a Zen vrozmezi od dvandcti az po vice nez osmdesat let. Dochazelo k
nékolikandsobnym znésilnénim, znésiliovani t€hotnych Zen, pficemz po znasilnéni
byla Zena v mnoha piipadech zabita. Zvlastnosti Nankingu je existence specifické
formy japonskych nevéstincl, ve kterych byly Zeny znehybnéné a pevné piivazany
k néjakému objektu (napft. Zidle nebo sloupek od postele), kde byly volné k dispozici.
Tyto nevéstince byly sice pouZity jiz predtim, ale azZ v Nankingu doSlo poprvé k jejich
masovému uzivani.

Zabijeni civilistli je spojené s dalSim rysem masakru — neexistenci vale¢nych
zajatcl. JaponSti nacionalisté dodnes tvrdi, Ze nedoSlo k Zadnému umrti civilisti,
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nybrz k imrti ¢inskych vojakl piestrojenych za civilisty. Skute¢nost, ze pied okupaci
se mnoho Cinskych vojaka snazilo zakryt jejich vojenskou minulost, byla dokonce
zdokumentovana americkym obanem Jamesem Espyem, ktery pfed okupaci ptsobil
v Nankingu jako vicekonzul, a jehoZ popis incidentl, kdy ¢inSti vojaci pouzivali
k ziskani obleceni nasili, je 1 dnes zneuzivan jako stézejni argument teorie, Ze nedoslo
k zddnym civilnim obé&tem.

Ackoliv to nijak neospravedliiuje chovani ¢inskych vojaki, je tfeba si uvédomit,
jaka byla jejich situace kratce pfed padem Nankingu. Velkd ¢ast z nich byli vojéci
pfesunuti z prohrané bitvy o Sanghaj; nakladni vlaky je pfivazely do Nankingu jiz
v tak zuboZeném stavu, Ze umirali ¢asto pfimo na nédrazi. Vojéci, ktefi pfesun prezili,
byli bud’ poslani znovu bojovat, nebo v ptipadé, Ze jejich stav byl ptili§ zubozeny, byli
propusténi a s velmi malou finanéni odménou poslani domu. Je ovSem dulezité si
uvédomit, Ze v ¢inské armade jiz po staleti existoval systém, kdy byli vojaci verbovani
pfipadné ndsilné¢ unaSeni tak, aby bojovali na tzemich co nejvzdalenéjSich jejich
domoviné, a tim byli odrazeni od dezerce. Takto propusténi vojaci tudiZz neméli
moznost se pii svém zdravotnim a finanénim stavu a k pfihlédnutim k vzdalenosti,
dostat domtl.

Plvodni plan obrany Nankingu pocital s bojem do posledniho muze, avSak podle
rozkazu tehdejsiho prezidenta Ciny, Cankajika, byl po nékolika bitvach v okoli
Nankingu jedenéactého prosince nafizen ustup. Z Nankingu, ktery byl vtu dobu
v japonském obleZeni, existovala jen jedina bezpecnd cesta — pies feku. U brany
vedouci k fece se tlaCily stovky obyvatel snaZicich se na posledni chvili uniknout
zmésta. Moznad 1 zdivodu, Ze se obavali zhorSeni situace, n€kolik vysokych
distojnikit neinformovali své podiizené o ustupu. Ti tak zacali na své ustupujici

spolubojovniky stfilet, protoze je povazovali za zradce a dezertéry. Po padu Nankingu
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do Japonskych rukou se tedy ve mésté nachdzeli bud’ vojaci, kterym se nepodaftilo
uprchnout nebo ti, ktefi se o to vzhledem k svému zdravotnimu stavu ani nepokusili.

Ptesny pocet obéti masakru, ktery vypukl po vstupu japonského vojska do
Nankingu, neni zndm. Cinska strana odhaduje 300 000 obéti. Pohiebni spoleénosti
zdokumentovaly 150 000 nalezenych tél, pfi¢emz mnoho tél nebylo pravdépodobné
nalezeno kvuli tomu, Ze podle dobové dokumentace byli muzsti civilisté Casto stiileni
blizko feky, kde byla poté nahazena jejich téla.

V této dobé se v Nankingu nachazelo pfiblizné tficet cizinci, z nichz vétSina byla
Americké narodnosti. Tito cizinci vytvofili tzv. Bezpe€nostni zénu, coz byla zona
primarné urcena pro ¢inské uprchliky a Mezinarodni vybor pro bezpecnostni zénu,
ktery spravoval Bezpe¢nostni zénu a zajistoval komunikaci mezi Japonci a Cinany v
Nankingu. Ackoliv byli tito cizinci rtiznych narodnosti a tudiz i riznych politickych
pfesvédéeni a nabozenskych vyznéni, vSichni bez rozdilu béhem masakru
spolupracovali. Vztah mezi pfevazn¢ siln¢ antinacistickymi Ameri¢any a némeckymi
nacisty nastinil americky Iékat Robert O. Wilson v jednom ze svych dopisti domti, kdy
popsal, jak velmi si vazi pomoci a prace Johna Rabeho, jednoho z némeckych nacisti
a predsedy Mezinarodniho vyboru pro bezpecnostni zoénu a vyjadril sviyj div nad tim,
jak nékdo s tak dobrym charakterem muze byt obdivovatelem Adolfa Hitlera.

Celkové€ jsem se ve své praci zamétila na patnact Ameri¢and. Jedenact z nich se
nachézelo v Nankingu po celou dobu masakru'®. Ti z Ameriant byli diplomaté:
James Espy, Archibald Alexandr McFadyen a John More Allison. V souvislosti
s americkou politikou nezasahovani vSichni opustili Nanking pfed ptichodem

japonskych vojsk a bylo jim dovoleno vratit se za ucelem obnoveni amerického

120 pojmem doba masakru odkazuji na vy$e zminénou definici masakru jakozto udalosti b&hem Sesti tydni od
druhé poloviny prosince 1937 az konce ledna 1938; v hlavni ¢asti prace ale uvadim dvody, které vyvracuji
tvrzeni, ze se masakr omezil pouze na tuto dobu
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velvyslanectvi az ke konci ledna 1938. Poté iniciovali rozsédhlé vySetiovani ptipada
japonskych nasilnosti, které vyustilo v mimo jiné ve vySe zminény Allisontiv incident.

Frank Tillman Durdin byl jednim ze skupiny novinait, kterd kratce po vstupu
japonské armady do Nankingu odjela do Sanghaje za tiéelem poslani zpravy o vyvoji
situace svym domovskych redakci. Pfesto, Zze Durdinovi ani nikomu jinému z této
skupiny nebylo poté umoznéno se do Nankingu vratit, jsou jeho zaznamy z prvnich
dnli okupace, a predevsim jeho zdznam o japonském masovém vrazdéni u feky,
kterého byl svédkem pii odjezdu, cennymi zdroji informaci a v minulosti i ditkazem o
bésnéni japonskych vojakd.

Co se tyce skupiny Americand, ktera ziistala v Nankingu béhem celé zimy, za
nejvyraznéjs$i osobnost je povazovdna Minnie Vautrinova, ktera zfidila v budové
vysoké Skoly Ginling, kterou zaclenila do Bezpecnostni zony, utoCisté pro Zeny a
divky. Ackoliv byla jeji prace pro obyvatele Nankingu tak cenéna, ze zacCala byt
Ciany samotnymi piezdivana ,aamerickd bohyn&, ona sama trpéla vycitkami a
pocitem, Ze béhem masakru zklamala a v roce 1940 spachala sebevrazdu. V mé praci
jsem se zaméfila na tfi jeji rozhodnuti, kterd mohla byt zdrojem jejich depresi. Prvni
bylo rozhodnuti zpoc€atku nepfijimat velmi mladé divky a star$i Zeny, protoze
neocekavala, Ze 1 ony budou v nebezpeci znasilnéni. S ptihlédnutim k nedostatecnym
kapacitam a Spatného stavu zasob je vSak jeji rozhodnuti upfednostnit nejohrozené;si
skupiny zcela logické. Druhym milnikem bylo jeji rozhodnuti véfit japonské strané,
kdyz pfislibila zarucit bezpecny nédvrat obyvatelkdm zény do jejich domovi. Touto
dobou byla situace ve Skole Ginling katastrofadlni — Zeny vydé&Sené z neustalého
znasiliovani se dokonce baly chodit ke studndm pro vodu. Diisledkem byla nouze o
pitnou vodu, nemluvé o vodé€ nutné pro hygienu. V této situaci, kdy hrozilo nebezpeci

vzniku ndkazy, se Vautrinova rozhodla podpofit japonsky ptikaz a sama urgovala Zeny
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k navratu do jejich domovil. Zadna ze skupin Zen, které se v nasledujicich dnech
vracely ¢asto po n¢kolikandsobnych znasilnénich do Ginlingu, ji nijak nevinila. Pfesto
je podle jejich denikovych zaznamu patrné, ze situace zhorsSila jeji psychicky stav.
Dalsi kritickou situaci bylo, kdyz byla Japonci pozaddna, aby je nechala vybrat si
v aredlu Ginlingu sto divek pro jejich nevéstinec. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze japonsti vojaci
o své vuli unaseli a znésilnovali i1 divky z arealu Ginlingu, 1ze usuzovat, Ze jeji souhlas
byl ve skutecnosti jen formalitou. Docilila jim vSak to, ze se mnoho divek, zvlasté
téch, které uz byly znésilnény, pfihlasilo dobrovolné, aby tak uSetfily ty, kterym se
doposud podatilo znasilnéni uniknout. Vautrinové jsem ve své praci vénovala nejvice
prostoru, a to pfedevSim ztoho ditvodu, Ze jeji peclivé vedené denikové zaznamy
popisuji nejen Ciny japonskych vojadkd a kazdodenni Zivot obyvatel Bezpecnostni
zony, ale ve velké mife i jeji nazory a pocity.

Rober O. Wilson, Iva Hynds a Grace Bauer pracovali v nankingské nemocnici,
kde nejen zachranovali lidské Zivoty, ale také pofizovali dokumentaci jednotlivych
ptipadii. Wilson, ktery byl od poloviny prosince jedinym chirurgem v Nankingu, také
osobn¢ zasahoval na mistech, kde bylo hldSeno znasiliovani a snazil se svou
pfitomnosti odradit vojaky od pokra¢ovani v jejich nasilnostech.

Wilson Plumer Mills, George Ashmore Fitch a Ernet H. Forster byli americti
misionafi, ktefi pomdhali vylepsit situaci uprchlikli, zasahovali v konkrétnich
pfipadech. Dnes jsou také velmi ocenovany jejich pfesné zaznamy jednotlivych
piipadl a ¢inl japonské armady.

Charles Henry Riggs a Miner Searle Bates plvodné pfijeli do Nankingu
vyuCovat na Nankingské univerzité. Stejné¢ jako mnozi jini cizinci 1 oni béhem
okupace travili vétsinu svého ¢asu pomoci v konkrétnich piipadech, kdy byli Cifiany
volani na mista, kde dochéazelo k znésiliovani, kde japonSti vojaci zacali
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shromazd’ovat muzské obyvatele, ¢i k pomoci se zasobovanim uprchlikli mimo i
uvnitt Bezpecnostni zony.

Pecliva hlaseni Lewis S.C. Smytheho, kterd témét denné predaval japonskému
velvyslanectvi, jsou dnes povazovana za stézejni dikaz pro teorii, Ze japonska vyssi
mista byla informovana o bésnéni svych vojaka. Pfitomnost John Mageeho
v Nankingu béhem masakru je o to vice obdivuhodnd, Ze byl pfitomny bésnéni
obyvatel Nankingu v roce 1927, které bylo zaméteno vii€i cizinciim Zijicich ve méste,
a které mélo za nasledek smrt Sesti cizincl a vypaleni témét vSech budov v cizim
vlastnictvi. Jeho tajné potfizené filmy se staly prvnim vizudlnim svédectvi o hrtizach
nankingského masakru, které se podatilo propasovat z Nankingu do Spojenych stata.

Svédectvi, pisemné i vizudlni zdznamy byly po valce pouzity pfi projednavani
japonskych vale¢nych zlo€inci béhem Tokijského procesu. Ale jiz o nékolik let
pozdé¢ji, behem Korejské valky, byli Ameri¢ané ptitomni béhem masakru naféeni
¢inskou vladou z tajné spoluprace s japonskymi vojaky za ticelem ochrany amerického
majetku a z Giasti na vrazdéni Cifanti v Nankingu. Dnes jsou jejich svédectvi naopak
zpochybiiovana japonskymi nacionalisty a skupinami popiracti masakru.

Japonskd vldda se nikdy formalné¢ za masakr neomluvila ani neodsSkodnila

obyvatele Nankingu. Na konci dvacéatého prvniho stoleti naopak iniciovala piepsani

ucebnic d&jepisu, aby tak usettila japonského studenty ,,nankingského trauma®.
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10. Annotation

Author: Kristyna Vesela

Department and faculty: Department of English and American Studies,
Philosophical Faculty

Name of work: The Americans and the Nanking Massacre

Supervisor: PhDr. Matthew Sweney, M.A

Number of characters: 102,321

Number of appendices: 0

Number of works cited: 46

The work focuses on the influence of Americans presented within the period of
December 13, 1937 to January 1938 in the Chinese former capital Nanking and
contrasts consequences of these actions with that time policy of the United States.
Moreover, it depicts the influence of the massacre on live of Americans staying in
Nanking during the massacre and the influence on the policy of the United States,

especially towards Japan.

Key words:

Nanking, Nanking massacre, 1937, China, USA, US foreign policy, Japan
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Autor: Kristyna Vesela

Katedra a fakulta: Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky, Filozoficka fakulta
Nézev prace: Ameri¢ané a Nankingsky masakr

Vedouci bakalaiské prace: PhDr. Matthew Sweney, M.A

Pocet znak: 102 321

Pocet ptiloh: 0

Pocet titult pouzité literatury: 46

Prace se zabyva vlivem Americanli pfitomnych v rozmezi od tfinactého prosince
1937 do ledna 1938 v byvalém ¢inském hlavnim mésté, Nankingu, na nankingsky
masakr ve srovnani s vlivem tehdejsi politiky Spojenych stati na tuto udalost. Dale
jsem se zaméfila na to, jaky vliv m¢l masakr na Zivoty Ameri¢and, ktefi mu byli
pfitomni a jeho dopadem na zahrani¢ni politiku Spojenych Statl, specialn€ na vztahy

mezi Spojenymi staty a Japonskem.

Kli¢ova slova

Nanking, nankingsky masakr, 1937, Cina, USA, zahrani¢ni politika Spojenych

Stath, Japonsko
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