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Abstract

Bachelor thesis is focused on the analysis of Meximigration to the USA; examines
the security situation on both sides of the boatet the effects of arrival of new work

force on the stability of labor market in selectietls and regions in the USA.

Using demographic methods, | will analyze the wavkesmigration and its effects on

stability and quality of the labor market in seéstfields.

Theoretical part is focused on the theory of migrat theory of labor market,

measurements of his quality and the main areasheflabor market provided by
Mexican immigrants. Practical part provides an gsialof the aforementioned areas. In
the following proposal part are mentioned some estigns of possible scenarios of

development.

Key words: labor market, Mexico, migration, secyritSA

Abstrakt

Tato bakalarska praca je zameranad na analyzu negxiigracie do USA; skima
bezpeétnostna situaciu na oboch stranach hranice a efaktirodu novej pracovnej sily

na stabilitu pracovného trhu vo vybranych oblastiacegionoch v USA.

Pouzitim demografickych metéd analyzujem viny miggaa jej efekty na stabilitu

a kvalitu pracovného trhu vo vybranych oblastiach.

Teoretickacag’ je zamerana na teoriu migracie, tedriu pracovréme, merania jeho
kvality a hlavné oblasti trhu prace poskytovaneé itlepmi pristahovalcami. Analyticka
¢ag’ poskytuje analyzu vysSie uvedenych oblasti. Vathaglicej navrhovefasti su

spomenuté nejaké navrhy moznych variant rozvoja.

KTracové slova: pracovny trh, Mexiko, migracia, bespes’, USA
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| ntroduction

Nowadays, migration is becoming one of the bigdssties in both developed and
developing world. This bachelor thesis is focusadrogration of Mexican inhabitants

into the USA and its impact on labor market andiggcof the region.

Migration of humanity extends far into history. peowere forced to migrate from one
place to another for several reasons. At first,niiaén reason was sustenance, then later,
better living conditions or even for religious apdlitical reasons. However, currently
the economic and even environmental reasons ha@rgequite popular as well. Over
the centuries, migration has been gaining momerdndhsignificance and the turn of
21% century represents the “age of migration”. Thisomoof migration was only
affected by the economic crisis in the beginnin@@®9 when labor demand declined,
but there are some fields which were not affectethb crisis at all and actually created

constant demand for labor.

Migration brings a number of positive and negativgacts. Migrants bring to their
country of destination so called multiculturalisbut on the other hand, they are often

criticized for taking the jobs from Americans.

According to Alexander (2007) a great number of natigry movements take place
between Mexico and USA. USA directly borders Mexad it had to face in its past
with legal or illegal flows of Mexican immigrantgnd their formation was largely
influenced by the reform of the US immigration gyst Since 1980, Mexicans make up

the largest group of immigrants in the USA.

Mexican migration to the USA has undergone sewseges. From the beginning of the
migration it was supported by the USA, who suffeeethck of labor force. During
WWII, the USA signed a series of laws and diplomagreements (known as the

Bracero Program) which allowed Mexican workers torkvtemporarily in the USA.



These immigrants were mainly the agricultural woskand workers who were helping
with the massive construction of railways across ¢buntry. Since 1990, migration
increased substantially. Only later with the outliref the crisis in 2007 there was a

decrease in the number of illegal immigrants fromxido.

Labor migration has an impact on labor market inxide as well as in the USA. A

significant part of migration is represented by téances and brain drain.

Aim and methodology

The aim of the thesis is to analyze the migratibMexican population to USA as well
as the impact of migration on both countries andppse some suggestions which

would contribute to improvement of this issue.

In theoretical section of this thesis, | describegeneral the theory of migration and
labor market and analyze the causes, types argtetitf motives of migration as well. |
also focus on the impacts of migration on laborkeam both countries and describe
definitions related to migration such as remittanaed brain drain. In practical section,
| make an analysis of aforementioned areas andexdamine the security situation on
both sides of the border and the stability of latvarket interrupted by arrival of new
work force in selected fields and regions in theAUBinal proposal section debates the
outcomes from the theoretical and practical pad discusses about suggested actions

that are necessary to take to improve current issue

The method used to develop this bachelor thesizisly based on data collection and
structured interview which help me better undemsttinis issue and provide essential
information related to this topic. Collected dat later used for evaluation and
formulation of conclusion and suggestion. In piEdtipart SWOT analysis is attached
to help me discover the strengths, weaknesses ripjiices and threats related to the

migration issue. At the end of the thesis, | pr@esggestions and conclusions based



on analysis and obtain data in the practical secty deduction method for
specification of possible actions that would ensustainable development of this still

ongoing issue of Mexican migration to the USA.

The data used in this bachelor thesis was mainlgdan available Internet sources and
literature sources as well as scientific publicgagi@and professional articles. All sources

are published in the References section.



1. Theoretical part
1.1 Migration and other key terms

Migration, according to IOM, is a process in whindividuals or even groups of people
decide to leave their homes for various reasons.clinrent mobility of people is higher
than ever before in modern history and continuasstosharply and is becoming one of
the biggest issues of the2&entury. Almost all of the 200 countries in therldcare

the source, transit or destination countries ferrthgrants.

United Nations defines migration aa global phenomenon that is growing in scope,
complexity and impact. Migration is both a causel affect of broader development
processes and an intrinsic feature of our ever glaing world. While no substitute for
development, migration can be a positive forcedevelopment when supported by the
right set of policies”.

On the other side, OECD refers to migration adl ‘movements of people into
(immigration) or out (emigration) of a specific edty or countries. Migrant
populations are defined on the ground of the platdirth (foreign-born) or of the
citizenship (foreigners). Migrants are classed undee of several categories: family,

free movements, work, humanitarian, accompanyinglyeof workers, or other”.

Although only 3% of the world’s population is immagts, the country with the highest
number is the United States. Asia, Latin Ameriod Africa have net-out migration but
North America, Europe and Oceania have net-in migraThe largest flow of migrants

is to North America. (Lewishhistoricalsociety.co?®13)

The end of 2B and beginning of Zicentury is also known as “the age of migration”
when the global society was defined by migratiod arobility. This era has seen main
developments in human mobility that affects allagref the world. (Castles, Miller;
2003)
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Other key terms mentioned later in this thesis balexplained below with the help of

IOM.

Assimilation -adjusting one ethnic minority to another. It is/pital outcome of
migration and it has its political, economic, sticiagal, cultural and religious

aspects. Assimilation belongs to the most extreensions of acculturation.

Border managementsimplification of flows of legal persons such asrtsts,
business people, migrants and so on across thermand trying to prevent any

illegal entry into the country.

Labor migration -people moving to different countries or regionsonder to
find employment. This kind of migration is addres$s most countries in their
migration laws. Some countries try to regulate @stilabor migration and seek

possibilities abroad.

Smuggling 4llegal transfer of a person to another countryimch he is not a
resident in order to obtain financial or materiaimpensation. In contrast to
trafficking, it does not necessarily include a sagiviolation of human rights.

Xenophobia a mix of different attitudes and prejudices thagimiexclude and

reject people based on the perception that theyedosm another country.

1.2 Typesof migration

There are a number of criteria by which we can sogration (in terms of longevity,

legality, motivation, age and gender of migrantc.)et Basically, we can divide

migration intoimmigrationandemigration based on whether the migrant is coming to
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his country of destination or leaving his home dourFurthermore, we can distinguish
between forced and voluntary migration. We may also divide migration into
international andinternal migration based on whether people move withincinentry

or continent or beyond their borders. (National @aphic, 2005)

In terms of time duration, we can also divide miigmra into temporary permanentnd
circular migration. Temporary or short-term migration isrd out for the purpose of
recreation, short-term studies, business that &esteral months but no more than one
year. Permanent or long-term migration is for theppse of employment or long-term
studies, etc. Circular or repeat migration is tgpifor migrants who repeatedly move

between their destination country and their homenty. (Palat, 2013)

Certainly worth mentioning is the conceptabfain migrationwhich plays an important
role in this issue. This is a type of migration whefamily member sends money to his
or her family and is designed for their family artsfer to a new location. (National
Geographic, 2005)

One of the most common types of migrationlabor migration More and more

migrants are encouraged to cross borders in oodsegk employment and security for
not only themselves, but their families as welle da conflicts, income inequalities or
no employment opportunities. Migrant workers nolygolay a part in the growth and
development of their countries of destination, theéir home countries significantly

benefit from their remittances and their gainedegigmce as well. (ILO, 2015)

Palat also mentionson-immigrationtype of migration which is temporary migration
for the purpose of studies or research emebvative migrationwvhich motivation is to

improve living conditions by migrating to anotheuatry.

Another type of migration iseasonal migrationSeasonal migration is a process when
migrant moves to another city, region or countnydcshort period of time in response

to climate and labor conditions. (National Geograp2005)
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Migration can also be divided according to the lefequalification of migrants. High-
skilled workers who have some kind of expertisealege degree tend to migrate more
for better payment opportunities or easier legacpsses. Even though they are still a
minority, they play a big role in the economy oftlibaountries. The host country
receives a new highly skilled workforce with pautar skills that are in short supply but
their home country loses these highly qualified keos and this process is also referred
as the “brain drain” where the developing countayddor the emigrant’s education and
he decides to emigrate to another country so he doecontribute to the local economy
in any way. (BBC, 2013)

According to the level of legality we can dividegration intolegal andillegal. Legal

migration means that migrant enters his countrglesftination legally and meets all the
legal conditions. lllegal migrant contravenes theeaditions by entering the country
without having the appropriate legal documents,erdéering the country at the border

crossing points, expiration of visa, illegal woek¢. (Palat, 2013)

Migrants tend to use the service of human smuggVbish are also called “coyotes” or
“polleros”. These smugglers bring people acrosshbeler in exchange for money.
Sometimes they become victims of human traffickorgare given false documents.
There is still a growing number of migrants wholwgek help for various reasons such
as not having proper qualification to obtain a yiaa unwillingness to deal with

bureaucracy, corruption, etc. (Wisegeek.com, 2015)

Ravenstein’s Law of Migration

Ravenstein suggested a theory regarding human tioigr@nd his laws are

» Each flow of migration results in counter migration
* Migrants mostly prefer to move a short distance
» They choose big-city destinations if they moveragldistance

* Urban residents migrate less than rural residents
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* Young people move more internationally than whalaifies

(Lewishistoricalsociety.com, 2013)

1.3 Causes and motives of migration

1.3.1 Causes

People migrate for various reasons. They examieatlivantages and disadvantages of
staying in their country of origin or moving to d@her country for better opportunities
and also the factors such as cultural and politieatiers, living conditions, etc. These

reasons can be classified as economic, sociatigablor environmental.

e Economic migration — moving to another country irdey to improve the
standard of living by getting a better paying jotparsuing a particular career

e Social migration — moving in order to be reunitethwhe families and friends
who migrated before or for a higher quality of life

e Political migration — moving due to unacceptableiemment conditions such
as war or political persecution

* Environmental migration — includes causes causedatyre disasters such as

earthquake, drought, etc. (InternetGeography.@di5 P

1.3.2 Motivesfor migration

Motives for migration are closely connected to og@sfor migration. Migration may
happen as a result of push and pull factors. PaghPaull factors are efforts that can
either force people to move to a new location okenidnem leave their old residences.

They might be based on politics, economics, culéurg environment.
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Push factors are the reasons for emigrating because of a dif§iand are forceful.

* Economic
Most immigrants decide to leave their home coustfier various reasons,
however, the main reason they decide to leaverimfire job opportunities and

financial gain in which their own country cannotenf

e Cultural

There are two main reasons which causes forcechattenal migration: slavery
and political prosecution. In Africa, people weekdn from their homes and
sold into slavery in Europe and the USA, among rotientries. Once freed, the
slaves were forced to stay where they were becthese had no money or
education to help aid them in their return to tleein country. Wars also caused
forced migration of ethnic groups in both Europé @idrica. Because of these
wars, people were forced to flee their countried laacame refugees and would
not return to their home country in fear of perseeu They remained in the

refugee camps for months, or even years beforglpgated in another country.

* Environmental

Often, migrants are pushed from their homes sinthlg to harsh physical
circumstances. The biggest environmental threatldvba water. Many people
are forced to move due to water related disasseid) as tsunamis or low areas

vulnerable to floods. However, a lack of water eéso pose an equal threat.

Pull factors are factors which encourage migrants to movefferént location because

of something desirable.

« Economic

Migrants will immigrate to larger cities within d&rent countries where jobs
appear to be more available to them. Larger ctiéioffer more jobs than those

of smaller urban areas. If they are looking for tipatar jobs, such as

15



construction or roofing, they will migrate to warndry areas where those jobs

would be more easily available to them.

¢ Cultural

Government and political issues can act as pullofacas well by offering
freedom. Some migrants will immigrate to more deratic countries where
freedom of speech, and equality are acknowledgedh as in the USA. Having
the choice to choose what their future holds, wirethis better education or
choice of career regardless of sex or race will puigrants toward these

democratic countries.

* Environmental

Migrants will seek out environments which appeathtem. Different countries
will attract different migrants. If people are loog for areas in which to retire,
they may seek out warmer coastal areas. Othersaaalyto avoid very hot, dry
conditions and will seek out areas where seasansnare favorable to them.

(Lewishistoricalsociety.com, 2015)

1.4 Impactsof migration
Impacts on the host country

As a result of immigration, the host country isddcwith both benefits and
challenges. With more people coming into the cgyntrcauses high pressure
on the infrastructure and services. Migrants an@dgyehallenged to adjust to
new environments with different laws, cultural ngtnfanguages, etc... Host
countries are challenged to assimilate immigrants society and give them

necessary support. (Boundless Economics, 2015)

Immigration can cause sustained economic growthimecréase the labor force

where new immigrants fill the gaps in job positiared skills. Immigrants are
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required to pay taxes which bring more money toeb@nomy. They also bring
new innovations, ideas and culture into the coumtnijch can result in booming

the production of the host country. (Embrace, 2013)

Since migrants are willing to work for low wagetsgan result in being exploited
by their employers and not given appropriate tragniMany people believe a
great number of immigrants may threaten nationatitdy and national security
by illegal immigration or terrorism. They are alsften criticized for their

dependency on welfare and cheapening labor. (Besadtconomics, 2015)
Impacts on the country of origin

When migrants move to another country, they loakpsitive changes in their
future. While being employed in the host counthgyt make money which is
sent to their families back home known as “remi&si. The unemployment
rate gets lowered and should they return to themdn country, they bring
savings and skills along with them.

A high number of immigrants can weaken the homentgubecause the
population decreases and it also affects the ecmnspending and production
level in the home country. The country loses higgkifled people such as health

workers who might never come back to their cour{éynbrace, 2013)

1.4.1 Remittances

The World Bank describes remittances ‘@se sum of personal transfers and
compensation of employees. Personal transfersdecall current transfers in cash or
in kind between resident and nonresident individuahdependent of the source of

income of the sender and the relationship betwikembuseholds”

Remittances play an important role in the develapnw local economy and the

strategies to reduce poverty. The total amounenfittances throughout the years has

17



been more stable and greater than the foreign tdineeestment and official
development aid from other countries. Remittandasresult, increase the level
consumption in receiving families. If saved and waolated they contribute to
economic growth by investing in infrastructure depenent which would increase
income over time. Although they are not a cure &mvelopment issues, they
complement government’s efforts in developed aneldping countries but are not a

replacement for continuous assistance. (Maimbo5R00

Statistics show the estimated amount of remittariocedeveloping countries in 2013
increased approximately 3.3% over the previous y@afing 404 billion USD in 2013.
Including even the high-income countries, the ested amount was 542 billion USD in
the same year. The top receiving countries of tames in 2013 were India (70 billion
USD), China (60 billion USD), the Philippines (2%libn USD), and Mexico (22
billion USD). (World Bank, 2014)

1.4.2 Brain Drain/Gain

The international transfer of qualified workersaidrain gain for countries which get
benefits from their skills and experiences andrbdaain for home countries that loses
those workers. The “brain gain countries” try td #eeir policies on immigration to
attract workers and students whose skills and éxpeg are needed.

(Migrationpolicy.com, 2015)

Brain gain is a major problem in every corner a$ tivorld, mainly because of skilled

workers who decide to work abroad rather than neiame. They are attracted by more
job opportunities or higher salaries, religiouspaotitical freedom and overall a better
quality of life. The major effects are the loss tak revenues, qualified workers,

innovation, potential entrepreneurs and the colstrinvestment in education.

(Study.com, 2015)
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2. Practical Part

This chapter describes the migration of Mexicaizeits to the USA. At first, | describe
the evolution of Mexican migration throughout thistbry, and then | analyze the
causes and impacts of migration using the PushRodlel and SWOT analysis at the

end of the thesis.

2.1 Evolution of Mexican migration to the USA

In the past several decades, the region at the ddexdmerican border has gone
through some significant changes, mainly due tmegoc migration. The contradiction
between lack of job opportunities in Mexico andgtewing population leads to many
Mexico’s citizens leaving their home country. Wdl wietermine the main causes of

their decisions and the impacts on both countries.

211 Historical overview

The relationships between Mexico and the USA haaeoime strained when the war
between these two countries occurred. The Mexicarei#can war, 1846-1848 sparked
much hatred and hostility toward the USA. With th®A being victorious, Mexico was
forced to sign the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo Whitexico gave up nearly half of its
national territory to the USA for 15 million USDh&re are many reasons for the war
but the most significant one was the long-standingpute between the USA and

Mexico which included the annexation of Texas. (&h&2005)

Mass migration of Mexicans into the USA startedhie early decades of 2@entury. It
was mainly motivated by demands of labor in the USW political chaos in Mexico.
During the 28' century, many major reforms were implemented &W$ immigration
system and assisted in shaping the size and chaciows of Mexican immigrants.
Mexicans remained the biggest groups of immigrantee USA since 1980. (Terrazas,
2010)
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The largest immigration flow originated in Mexicaa to economic and political
pressures. While largest state owners purchased ama more land, this caused fewer
opportunities for Mexicans to get ahead financjadly families decided to supplement
their incomes by seeking employment in the USA.d8se their movements were not
recorded, Mexicans would routinely travel back &oh across the border. However,
census recorders counted 78 000 foreign-born Megiga the USA and by 1900 the
number had risen to slightly more than 103 000exahder, 2007)

The evolution of immigration of Mexicans to the USAn be divided into four main

periods.

The first wave took place prior to WWII and incladenainly agricultural workers
which were recruited by private labor contractdise number of Mexican immigrants
in the USA rose from 105,200 in 1900 to 624,40Q930.(migrationpolicy.org) It was
due to drying up of cheap Asian labor. When the y&Aed the WWI, the demand for
Mexican labor workers suddenly increased. It isnested by 1911 and 1920 at least
219 000 Mexicans crossed the border to work indB&. During WWI, US Congress
contributed to the increase of Mexican migrantsrélgxing immigration laws which
would allow Mexican workers to enter the countrywork to help solve the labor
shortage crisis created by the war. During the Mekicans would travel to northern
states to work in heavy industry. However, priothie war the majority of immigrants
moved to the south-western region of the USA andkew in agriculture and
construction. (Alexander, 2007)

However, after the war, nativism had intensifiedalHed to the creation of US Border
Patrol whose aim was to reduce the flows of Mexitamigrants. Nevertheless there
was still a huge demand for unskilled workers whedgouraged the Mexicans to cross

the border legally or illegally. (Harvard magazi2e07)

The second wave started with the implementaticth@Bracero program, from 1942 to
1964, and consisted of mostly workers from agrigelt During the mobilization of the

20



USA for WWII, they had to face the struggle of rgament of Mexican workers due to
the stricter immigration policies. This bilateralegt worker program was introduced in
order to strengthen U.S.-Mexican relations. Undes aagreement, Mexican workers
were assured the minimum wage, health benefitssihguetc. When the war was over,
the USA requested changes that undermined the gogrprotections of labor. The
Bracero program had a continuing influence on tH&Nlexico migration policies
system. Almost 50,000 farms were employing more #@0,000 Mexican workers a
year in the late 1950s. The program was suppornedadih governments. (FAS.org,
2012)

The third wave started after the termination of Bracero program. After 1965, US
government made changes in their immigration padiavhich ended quotas based on
race and introduced first numerical limits on Mexiand other Latin American
countries. The number of illegal workers began riorease due to fast growth of

population and decline of economic conditions inxMe.

The issue of illegal immigration got worse throughthe 1970s. The government of
Mexico became aware of the fact that they had kesta Mexican workers going
abroad while they were taking the underemploymeablem along them. They were
also afraid that the USA would attempt to tie krebierder control in Mexico to trade
concessions. Nevertheless, this situation remaumgd 1980s.(Harvard Magazine,
2007)

The fourth wave was initiated by passing the Imatign Reform and Control Act of
1986. IRCA resulted in legalization of almost 2.8lion undocumented workers from
Mexico in return for stricter border enforcementl genalties for American employers
who were hiring illegal workers. Immigrants startiedsettle in the USA along with
their families permanently due to more and moréatilties while crossing the border
and newly opened jobs that were created for loweskivorkers from foreign countries.
More than 7.5 million of immigrants from Mexico aed between 1990 and 2010.
(Batalova, Zong; 2014)
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Graph 1: Mexican Immigrants and Their Share of Tle¢al Immigrant Population,
1850-2013

Mexican Immigrants and Their Share of the
Total Immigrant Population, 1850-2013
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Sourcewww.migrationpolicy.org edited by author

In the graph we can see the line that representserabntioned periods of
implementation of migration policies. Mexican mitjoa began at the beginning of"19
century and was focused mainly on agricultural veosk The total number of Mexican
immigrants reached over a half million between 1886 1930 in the USA. During this
period, a high rate of migration was noticed whwedis later decreased due to several
immigration reforms. Since 1930 until 1980 the nembf was rising and in 1980 there
was already 15% of Mexican population that weraleitizens. Since 1970, it comes
to doubling the total Mexican population size ie tHSA throughout each decade. At
the end of 2011 there have been approximately llibmMexican migrants already in
the USA.
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2.1.2 Current situation

The complicated situation of illegal immigrantstire USA led both governments to
take part in solving this issue. After the attalof1l the opinions on immigration had

drastically changed throughout the country.

Beginning of the 1980s hatred towards immigrantpeeially towards Mexicans,
continues into the 2% century. Many Americans claim that Mexicans antieot
Spanish-speaking countries are to blame for noy street crime and nation’s drug
problem, but also the breakdown of the countrySsohical, cultural and moral identity.
They also feel that Mexicans and other Spanishképgaimmigrants have placed

strains on their welfare and education systemsa@Be 2008)

Demographic Characteristics indicate that Mexicamigrants in the USA in 2008 had
the average median income of 40,736 USD. The medlignof Mexican immigrants
was 25 years old and 61.6% spoke English flue@lyprisingly, only 9% had a BA
degree of age 25 or older. Overall, Mexican immtgehad the highest rate of religion
with 75% being Catholic among the other Latino g®in the USA. (Barreto, Segura,
2014)

In 2006, the US government began to build a fentehe border with Mexico and
together with the US Border Patrol try to lower thember of unauthorized immigrants
trying to cross the border illegally. lllegal immagion results in millions of dollars
which is being used for border patrols and prisd®lenty of Americans agree that
immigrants from Mexico drain the economy. The imraigs are often criticized for
keeping wages low. Although others believe that-\eage jobs that are usually
performed by illegal immigrants benefit the econoafythe country since there is not
enough people who would be willing to take low-wage and the gap of unwanted job
positions is being filled. (BBC, 2015)

In the 2% century, fewer Mexicans are moving to the USA whihe number of
Mexicans leaving the USA and moving back to theamk country is increasing
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(including deported people). Between 2005 and 2a18, million Mexicans which
resided in the USA before, went back to live in Mex This number is almost double
the number of those who returned to Mexico from USAween 1995 and 2000. The
decreasing number of Mexican immigrants is the Itesti the slowly recovering
economy that was affected by the Great Recessidrstaicter immigration laws. (Pew

Research Center, 2013)

Graph 2: Mexican migration (leaving and entering tHiSA)
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It is very unlikely to experience another big wademigration between the USA and
Mexico for at least 20 to 40 years. Some peopleebel we should not see the
slowdown of Mexican migration as the end of the ignation boom of the USA. There
is a big group of foreign workers who enter the rdop on working visa, sometimes
they overstay their legal status or often sponkeirtwhole families to come along
them. Furthermore, Mexican immigrants in the USA&ébecome more settled, became

older on average and have achieved higher edudatieis. (USA Today, 2015)
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The wave of Mexican immigration may possibly conénas soon as the economy of
the USA recovers. Even if it does not, the USA hlesady hit record immigration

numbers.

The number of Mexicans attempting to cross the édroiltegally declined recently; in

2005 it was more than 1 million of Mexicans complaie 286,000 in 2011. But on the
other side, the deportation rates increased shalpéy to arrests for other criminal
violations or being picked up at work sites. (Pees&arch Centre, 2013)

lllegal immigration have become an often discuss=tie at the 2016 presidential
campaigns where Democrats widely support ways t@imbcitizenship for illegal
migrants as well as protecting young people thatresfiborought to the USA illegally as
children. In these campaigns, Republicans stromiigagree with them, while they
demand tougher border security. (Pew Research €&fit5)

2.2 Destinations

Immigrants from Mexico were traditionally settlingstates such as California or Texas
which were close to the border and now are homedce than half of the group of
immigrants coming from Mexico. However in the lasb decades, we can see a trend
of Mexican born moving more to the nontraditionadas of the USA. These areas
include states such as Georgia, North CarolineoONebraska, etc. Among these
states, Alabama, South Caroline and Tennessee ienped the fastest growth of
immigrant population at the beginning of the®2&ntury. 35.5% of all immigrants in
new destinations in 2009 were Mexican-born while93® of immigrants were in

traditional areas.

The majority of immigrants in the 2008-2012 peritghd to settle in the state of
California (37%), Texas (21%) and lllinois (6%). Btopopular counties among
Mexican immigrants were Los Angeles County in Qahfa, Harris County in Texas,

Cook County in lllinois and Orange County in Calif@a. All together they account for
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approximately 23% of the whole population of Mexicanmigrants in the USA.
Metropolitan areas such as Los Angeles, Chicago-amgton consisted of the greatest
number of immigrants from Mexico and accounted dmost 26% of all Mexican

immigrants in the USA.

In 2008 in some areas Mexicans made up more thHaofrall immigrants. These areas
include New Mexico (71.8%), Arizona (65.6%), Tex@&i.6%), Arkansas (54.2%),
Idaho (51.7%) and Colorado (50.1%). On the contrany seven states consisted of
less than 5% of Mexican immigrants out of all. Tihestates are Maryland (4.9%),
Rhode Island (3.1%), Hawaii (3%), Vermont (2.6%)ewN Hampshire (2.6%),
Massachusetts (1.4%), and Maine (0.5%).(BatalogagZ2014)

Table 1: Most popular metropolitan areas for Merioagrants

Immigrant % of Metro
Metropolitan Area population from Area

Mexico Population
Los Angeles - Long Beach - Santa Ana, CA 1751000 13.6%
Chicago - Joliet - Naperville, IL-IN-WI 677000 7.2%
Houston - Sugar Land - Baytown, TX 599000 10.1%
Dallas - Fort Worth - Arlington, TX 587000 9.2%
Riverside - San Bernardino - Ontario, CA 555000 13.1%
Phoenix - Mesa - Glendale, AZ 353000 8.4%
San Diego - Carlsbad - San Marcos, CA 332000 10.7%
New York - Northern New Jersey - Long Island, NY-NJ-PA 316000 1.7%
San Francisco - Oakland - Fremont, CA 257000 5.9%
McAllen - Edinburgh - Mission, TX 213000 27.5%

Sourcewww.migrationpolicy.org edited by author

26



2.3 Analysisof motives
Huntington (2005) describes Mexican migration gsaup of 6 factors

Proximity — The significance of the border betwd#exico and the USA depends on
the economic level of both countries. In historlgere has never been such a big
difference in incomes of people between two neiginigocountries as it is now between
Mexico and the USA. The vision of having a lot bettife behind the border is

appealing and also crossing the “opened” bordemseslot easier than having to sail
on a boat to another coast or continent. Althodnghitcreasing population of Hispanics
leads to blurring the borders between both cownitaied to other several impacts on

culture, people, society and economy of the USA.

Figures — Currently, Mexicans account of 1/3 oékathmigrant population in the USA.
In 1960, Italy had the highest number of foreigmsban the USA (1 257 000
immigrants). Then Germany, Canada and Great Bri@iowed with approximately
the same amount of immigrants. 40 years laterDB02Mexico outnumbers all of them
and with 7 841 000 foreign-born takes the firsicplaMexicans accounted to 27.6% of
the total foreign-born population. China, Philipggnand India had all around million
foreign-born in the USA so the ratio is quite urdmaled compared to Mexico.

lllegality — The situation about Mexican illegal amgrants changed after 1965 when
immigration law was introduced. Since then, costrad inspections were stricter and
illegal immigration got almost impossible. In 1986migration Reform and Control
Act was implemented and consisted of actions fgalieation of status of illegal
immigrants already in the USA and for preventionaabther possible immigrants by
introducing sanctions on their employments and rothstrictive actions. 3.1 million
illegal immigrants (90% from Mexico) obtained legajht to stay in the USA. lllegal

immigration represents a threat for national ség@s well as society.
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Regional concentration — Hispanic immigrants ar@ceotrated in several areas.
Mexicans settle usually in southern California (@stnhalf of all Mexican immigrants);
Cubans in Miami; Dominicans and Puerto Ricans invNéork City. States with the
fastest growing Hispanic population between 1996 2000 were South and North
Caroline, Arkansas, Georgia, Nevada, Alabama, Qali&, etc. Problem arises in
education due to high number of children comingrrdifferent backgrounds and
speaking several different languages. Studentsidittg schools in Los Angeles are
more than 70% of Hispanic origin. Most of the Mmis settle in the southwestern part

of the country. Assimilation is slower when geodpapconcentration is high.

Permanent character — Migration is an ongoing rablUnless it comes to economic
crisis or war conflict, it will be difficult to drstically lower the number of immigrants.
If Mexico achieves the same economic level as t8& Uhen it might possibly come to
the lowest level of immigration. In 2010 GDP of th&A was 10-times bigger than
GDP of Mexico and in 2012 it was surprisingly 18wis bigger so we can see the
growing differences between these two countriesigliasting high-level immigration
comes with three main consequences. Firstly, imatign leads to more immigration
due to immigrants helping their families back homsgsisting them when crossing the
border and providing information, accommodatioremployment. This leads to chain
migration. Secondly, the longer immigration wavsts$a the more difficult it is to stop
it. Immigrants tend to group in elites and fight &preading rights and benefits. With
growing number of immigrant groups it is harder fmlitical figures to ignore their
requests. Lastly, heavy flow of immigrants slowsvdaassimilation of immigrants. As
it was mentioned before, immigrants tend to seitiethe same regions so the
concentration of these people in one area is isargaThey do not have any motives to
learn a new language since most of their neighlames Mexicans and it leads to

expansion of Spanish language and culture.

Historical presence — Mexicans claim that theyearitled to some regions in the USA.
States such as Texas, California, New Mexico, ArigdNevada and Utah used to part
of Mexico until they were invaded by the USA anédé territories were taken from
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them. Mexicans nowadays purposely settle in thesasathere were taken from them

during the American-Mexican war.

2.3.1 Push-Pull modd

Table 2: Push-Pull model

Indicator Push factors Pull factors
(situation in Mexico) (situation in USA)

GDP per capita
(2014) 18 000 54 400
Health care
(physicians density 2.1 physicians/1 000 | 2.45 physicians/1 000
in 2011) population population
Literacy rate (2012) 95% 99%
Life expectancy at
birth (2015) 76 years 80 years
Population below
poverty line (2012) 52% 15%

Source: The World Factbook, 2015, edited by author

In order to analyze the motives for Mexican migratit is essential to use the push and
pull model. Current status of indicators in Mexrepresents the push factors that force
people leave their country behind. Pull factors reresented by the indicators in the
USA. GDP per capita, quality of health care, litgraate, average age and population
below poverty line are push factors that encoundiggicans to emigrate. Life in the
USA seems better in all of these aspects than ixidde Other push factors that drive
people out of the country are low development rédek of job opportunities or
monetary crisis. Pull factors that lure Mexicangdme in the USA are for example the
reunification of families, plenty of low-skilled o opportunities available, shared
history, etc.

More people attempt to migrate to the USA due tghhcrime rates in Mexico,

especially in its capital Mexico City. Homicidesdadrug related crimes represent a
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major concern for its inhabitants. Many peoplettryescape and hope for better life in
the USA that offers a lot more stable and safecegla live. Majority of the Mexican

population is employed in farming and live in rueakas where they struggle due to
poor quality land and extreme temperatures. Megidters from natural disasters such
as earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis; and also Water shortages even in more
developed regions. People affected by the damageitniral disasters or even those
living in danger zones are sometimes forced to amégrif their homes become

dangerous to live in.

In states such as Texas or California we can fimehigrant communities which attract
more and more Mexicans and encourage them to cbhese communities try to help
new immigrants to settle. They are often their fgrmembers or friends and usually
decide to live together in order to be reunitedhwiteir families. Better academic
opportunities also entice Mexicans to migrate te thSA in order to get better
education or more likely, for their future childrem get a higher paying job.
(Migrationpolicy.org, 2011)

The creation of NAFTA can be considered as angtheh factor for Mexicans to leave
their country. This agreement caused lowering begtin trade and investment between
Canada, Mexico and the USA. It was expected toteradditional jobs in Mexico and
to reduce unauthorized migration. However, it diok murn out that well as they
expected. The number of illegal Mexicans rose f@B million in 1995 to 4.5 million
in 2000. Only few new job opportunities were creatkie to the arrival of foreign
investors. Yet Mexico strengthened their relationgh other countries such as
Nicaragua, Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay or the Europednion. Many manufacturers
decided to relocate their manufacturing activitedMexico in order to employ cheap
Mexican labor and lower their overhead costs. luse@l a decline in economic
development in Mexico and their inhabitants werahla to escape the vicious circle of
poverty. (Hufbauer, 2005)
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2.4 Analysisof impacts

2.4.1 Impactson labor market in the USA

Immigration of Mexicans has an influence on econahyhe USA. Mexican workers
have an immediate impact on labor supply and g@odsservices that are ready for

consumption in the USA or for exporting to otheuwtries.

Big amount of Mexicans have not obtained high stdg@oma and only a small group
of them achieved college or graduate education. Ouplenty of Mexican migrants
without adequate education, the supply of workeith wo high school diploma is
increasing while supply with sufficient educatiemiot dramatically changing. (Cis.org,
2001)

Mexican immigrants benefit US economy by takingdpaying jobs (although wage is
still higher than in Mexico). At first, this seemaalbring many advantages to the USA.
Americans were refusing to take these low-payirgs jout companies were in need of
work force in order to fill these positions so thayployed illegal immigrants. As the
rate of unemployment in the USA began to rise, Acagr workers started to look for
these jobs but most of them were already takemiyigrants which refused to let them
go. So nowadays, people in the USA accuse Mexiaakears of stealing their jobs and

increase social tension between the two groups.

lllegal immigrants from Mexico are known for workjrfor incredibly low wages. As
unemployed Americans are looking for new jobs, they quite often expected to work
for low wages as well which leads to increasinggrtvin the USA. Nowadays many
companies try to get rid of American work force ardploy cheap labor offered by
immigrants which causes the unemployment rate toease. Legal Mexicans, who
work and pay taxes, often send money to their famiin Mexico. It can affect the
economy of the USA because they have less monepdad on goods and services
which is taxed in the USA. (Jackson, 2011)
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Graph 3: Total, Native, Foreign-born and Mexicamelgn-born populations by major

occupation groups in the USA in 2000
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The work force of Mexican immigrants accounted 498 of the total employed labor

force in the USA. 60% of Mexicans aged 16 and oldere already a part of the labor

force in the USA. American workers are more focusedananagement and professional

occupations compared to foreign-born and Mexicanmkers. Majority of Mexican

migrants (29%) have occupations related to prodagctransportation, material moving

occupations or they are search for employment miges (25.3%). Only 6.5% of

Mexican migrants are employed in farming, fishimgarestry. However, of all workers

employed in these areas, 30% come from Mexicoe@®riRay; 2014)

In terms of job competition, most Americans do camnpete with Mexican immigrants.

It seems very probable that most of the jobs peréat by Mexicans are usually paid

very low wages and Americans do not show any isteire these low paying jobs.
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However, there are millions of American workers wdwnot hold high school diploma
and have to do this kind of jobs and work full-timie has been proven that these
American workers directly compete with immigrant rkers from Mexico. (Cis.org,
2001)

The unemployment rate remains around 4.5% througtheulast years in the USA. If
the 12 million undocumented workers in the USA wdgported, where would the USA
find workers to fill these jobs? Unless a full-figetl depression occurs, there would not
be enough US citizens to do the work of the nat{Bivera, 2008)

2.4.2 Impactson labor market in Mexico

When Mexicans decide to migrate to the USA, pressur social services, jobs and
land is being relieved. The rate of unemploymeadides and health services are not so
overloaded due to reduced population. Mexico’s |geape very dependent on their
own food. Since most of the migrants come fromlraraas, it results in a shortage of

farmers and obviously food shortage as well. (Jawk2011)

lllegal immigration is an issue of many facets. BEmmy of Mexico seems a lot stronger
than it actually is in reality in short term. Sineeillions of migrants, who are
economically active or inactive, are leaving theirdoy, the unemployment rate yet
remains at lower level. In the long term, howewexico and its labor market suffer
due to its big loss of work force. If the USA happd to implement unlikely full
deportation, it would increase the unemploymenMiexico to 13%. (Newsmax.com,
2014)

Remittances

The situation of Mexican labor market is greatlyluanced by remittances sent by
immigrants living in the USA. Remittances represemine kind of financial relief for
the households in Mexico. However, they negatiagfgct the balance of payments of
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the USA (sending country) but Mexico’s (receivirmgiatry) foreign exchange earnings

are increasing.

In Mexico’s economy, remittances represent a saamf source of income. A survey in
2003 discovered that remittances in rural Mexicatgbuted to per capita household
income by 15%. Nevertheless, Mexico’s developmedteeonomic viability harmfully
affected by vast migration. Approximately 70% of sNe&an remittances are spent on
living expenses such as rent, food, mortgage; ahd1®6 is being invested in business.
Remittances support the dependency of Mexico orlJthA and fail to determine the

long-term future of Mexican economy and other L&merican countries. (Fair, 2015)

Graph 4: Personal remittances, received in USD
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As we can see in the graph 4, the record amourgroittances sent to Mexico was in
2007 (almost 27 billion USD). Throughout the foliogy years, it began to decline due
to economic crisis when Mexicans lost jobs and werable to support their families
back home. In graph 5 we can see how much thetemés contributed to the total of
GDRP in the receiving country. In 2006, their shass approximately 2.75% to the total
of GDP of Mexico.

Graph 5: Personal remittances received (% of GDP)

Personal remittances, received (% of

y GDP)
3
2,5 ”/\\
, [ AL
l TN
1,5

) r\;\/\/\/ = Vexico

s
/

0 rTrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr1mT 11T 17 rr1r17 1T

1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2009 2014

Source: databank.worldbank.org, edited by author

According to the Bank of Mexico, remittances reach.08 billion USD in the first
half of 2015 sent by migrants to their familiesMiexico. For comparison, in the same
period of 2014 the remittances reached 11.62 hilisD. In 2014, Mexican migrants
sent total of 23.64 billion USD of remittances teekito and 21.89 billion USD in
2013. The average remittance sent to Mexico inogefiom January to June this year
remained the same (294 USD) compared to 2014. rBtect funds transfers have
become the most common way to transfer money toiddeRemittances, largely from
the USA, became the second largest source of foeighange in the country (oil is the

1%) and help lots of people with their living expesis@=ox News, 2015)
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2.4.3 Other impacts

Mexicans trying to assimilate into communities imetUSA can result in several
problems. Since most of them do not speak Englisgénfly and they live in closed
communities with their families and friends, theyretimes might feel that they have
no need to assimilate. Unfortunately, it can cremteunnecessary tension between
Americans and Mexican immigrants due to disrespesimply misunderstanding. This
tension must be taken seriously in order to prewxtteme cases such as violence,

crime and segregation.

Immigrants are sometimes accused of increasingtinge rates in areas where they
migrate to. Factors leading to crime might be peduwcation or low income. American
citizens are concerned that Mexicans might be depalsmuggling drugs into the USA

which leads to a huge problem of crimes relatedrtigs.

Immigrating Mexicans bring their cultural tradit®mlong with them and they help to
shape the states with high immigration numbers whir cultural aspects. Mexican
food and music has made a significant impact on Angerican culture. Spanish
language is being taught in American schools whehefit the younger population and

their future careers.

It is believed by experts that Hispanics are demplgically taking over the USA and if
the trend continues, the Anglo, white American mgjowill swap places with

Hispanics currently, now the nation’s largest migan less than a century.(Riviera)

Most Mexican migrants are of young age which creatdependent population of older
people in Mexico who are unable to work. Also, theh rate is on decline due to a
shortage of fertile couples in Mexico who wouldheat stay in Mexico than migrate to
the USA. Since majority of migrants are men, higimber of females left in Mexico

are not able to find partners with whom they caithltt a family. It results in increasing
the dependency ratio and decline in birth rateekSan, 2011)
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Latino groups in the USA share cultural charactiess racial histories, Spanish

language, religion, making them more integrated tive course of decades.

It is expected in the upcoming years Latinos walinggreater electoral and policy
influence and states across the country as welasisnal politics. (Barreto, Segura;
2014)
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25 SWOT analysis

Table 3: SWOT analysis

Strengths Weaknesses
cheap and large supply of labor "brain drain"
remittances poor education
decline in unemployment rate in Mexico high unemployment in the USA
reunification with families mixing cultures, values and traditions
transfer of goods, people and investment increasing costs related to migration issues
filling gaps in labor market overloaded public institutions in USA
stimulation of GDP corruption

lack of workers in Mexico

Opportunities Threats
development of market racism, high crime rates, discrimination
spreading know-how xenophobia
widening knowledge outflow of people
improvements in communities drug cartels
diverse culture demographic changes

illegal immigration

new illnesses

Source: author

To conclude, both countries must face many chaienghen it comes to migration

from Mexico to the USA. One of the main strengthsthe huge labor supply that
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Mexico has to offer or remittances whose main pseps to help families financially.
On the other side, it might result also in “braimaid” of qualified workers and it can
lead to still increasing costs related to migraigsues in both countries. However, this
issue offers several opportunities and Mexico ede tadvantage of it. They contribute
to diversification of culture in the USA which leado assimilation and less crime
related to race, ethnicity and others. Mexico &lepefits from remittances when people

receiving the money invest in local communities armleases the living conditions.

2.6 Structured interview

At the end of this thesis, | would like to includa interview with 31-year old illegal
immigrant from Mexico, currently living in the USAhe interviewee prefers to stay

anonymous.

The interviewee was asked 5 simple questions. Kepidhese specific questions as |
think they are beneficial for this thesis and deapg my knowledge of problems

related to Mexican immigration.

1. What were your circumstances that made you chaosegrate to the USA?

“I was about 14-15 when | started thinking abougmaiing to the USA. | begged my
parents for approval but they wanted me to stayéhamd finish school. One day, they
finally changed their minds and | was able to gle Thain reason was money because

at home | had to work hard for little money.”

2. How did you manage to cross the border?
“I borrowed some money from my brother that wasadhy living in the USA. | found a
coyote that could help me cross the border. | paidand we made arrangements. | had
to get on a plane to get closer to the bordei @tilMexican side), then we had to run
for about 40 minutes and then on the other sidg &dn was waiting on us. | and group
of other people drove a day and a half until wetgdtos Angeles. This was about 16

years ago. The crossing was a lot easier than repygdd
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3. Do you send home remittances and if so, what p&genof your income do
you send?

“Since | have been in the USA for a long time ndwan say | am financially stable. |

am able to send home to my parents about 800 USE evonth.”

4. Do you have dreams of returning to your home cqustme day?

“Of course, | want to go back one day. But on thieep side, | already have a new
family in the USA, so | do not really know how taake things work.”

5. What have been the consequences, both positivexegative, of migrating to
the USA?

“I have a lot better life here than in Mexico; | keaenough money to support my family
back home and to raise my family here in the USAwklver, | have been living here
for about 16 years now and | got used to thisddet would be hard to return to Mexico

and to continue my old life.”

In conclusion, one of the main reasons migrateddet leave Mexico are better job
opportunities on the US labor market and remittartbat migrants can send home to
support their families. Even though, they have &y fpots of money to cover the
expenses of the service of coyotes and it is exdhgniangerous, they still wish to do it.
Sometimes they desire to come to the USA only fepexcific period of time and plan to
return back home one day, but it might not be bssiue to new family already in the
USA just like in my interviewee’s case. In manyesasthey get used to their new

lifestyle in the USA and never plan to go back texi¢o.
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3. Proposal part

The issue of illegal immigration to the USA candaen from different points of view.

Mexico as a country with high unemployment rate uthoaim its efforts at labor

market. If people earn enough money, have theikdracind and are satisfied, then the
crime rate decline and number of Mexican immigrastdecreasing. The country has
the task of ensuring the safety for its citizemespecting their rights and responsibilities
and regulating the economy. It should focus ontmeaf jobs that could be performed
by less educated people as well. The governmenilgrearmark a certain share of
funds for projects that would help people from tuseeas to become more active
economically. The support of social policies andedfve public institutions are

important. Government should not forget to inveseducation at all levels, attempt to
reduce the number of people living in poverty aiydd improve the standards of health
care. If the social and economic conditions arerawipg, then people are less

motivated to emigrate and will try to succeed ahkan Mexico.

The USA can also contribute to improvement of theent immigration problem. They
should strengthen their political cooperation, @&se security in the region close to the
border and improve communication and informaticsotgces in order to detect illegal
paths that are being used by Mexicans to crossbtiider. They can also provide
assistance to Mexico for establishing new compathiaes would create new jobs for
Mexicans, low- and high-paying jobs as well.

Mexico is popular for its drug cartels. They repr@sa major issue and thanks to
migration they can possibly infiltrate to US tesrig along with other immigrants. This,
of course, results in increasing crime rates thinoud) the country. If migration was
reduced to its minimum, then the drug trade wowdweakened and the number of

crime cases on decline.
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Migrants who attempt to cross the border are cegtlny US border patrols and are
usually deported from the country. However, thipgens quite often and even after this

experience, migrants keep trying to cross the braliggally until they succeed.

In 2014, US President Obama introduced an effedimmigration system, which
continues to protect their borders and crack down employers who employ
unauthorized immigrants. This system requires innamtgs, before they become eligible
for citizenship, to behave by the law, pay taxesyn English and pass "background
check". (Whitehouse.gov, 2014)

While dealing with problems such as lack of jobiposs, lack of work force or while
creating new job opportunities, it might be beneaficand essential to turn to
international organizations (such as ILO). ILO Isefipvernments of different countries
to implement programs and actions which are focusedcreation of more job
opportunities in the country. Mexico can also det help from the United Nations

which can provide assistance in international agesds.
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4. Conclusion

The aim of bachelor thesis was to analyze the Maxionmigration issue and to
describe its main impacts on both countries. P@onemic and social conditions in
Mexico force people to migrate to other countrlégh rate of poverty, unemployment,
lower literacy rates than in the USA and lack df pportunities are the main drivers
that make them want to change their lives. To a®atite motives for migration, | used
the push-pull model in which USA beats Mexico innyaaspects. Majority of
Mexicans migrating to the USA are mostly men of kitog age with poor education
and low skills who usually work in services, constion and others. They leave behind
a large number of old people and women in Mexicactwhresults in demographic
changes. | also used SWOT analysis for better gtateting the issue of Mexican

migration.

The US economy is increasingly burdened mainly guéncreasing costs related to
immigration actions and protection of the Ameriddaxican border. But Mexicans can
also positively affect the US economy. They workintyafor very low wages and fill
gaps in the labor market. Migration has an impactaimor market in Mexico as well.
Due to reduction of economically active people, themployment rate declines due to
decline in labor supply. Mexico has to face a mgjymblem of “brain drain” when big
portion of migrants is highly skilled people ané@yhdecide to pursue a career outside of
Mexico rather than at home.

Remittances play a major role in the Mexican econohimey highly contribute to the
growth of the Mexican economy and improve livingnditions of less prosperous
people in Mexico. They also result in developmehthe local communities. On the
contrary, Mexicans get demotivated by remittancebia many cases they stop looking
for a job or developing themselves due to satisfgctinancial support from other
family members living outside of Mexico. They beemlependent on money coming

from other source and become economically inactive.
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It is quite difficult to determine whether Mexicammigration to the USA has more
negative or positive impacts. On one side, it skatas the country’s GDP, gives hope
to many people who dream for reunification withithest families, contributes to

spread the knowledge and brings new culture. Onother side, it can threaten the
security of the country. This issue is soluble Wwketoy governments of both countries
or by international organizations that can provadsistance with creation of various

agreements.
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